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By Rosemary Horvath
 Herald Staff Writer

 Seville Township has been ordered to address a long-known problem of
human sewage draining from inadequate septic systems on private properties
into the Pine River and an adjacent tributary in the Riverdale area.

 The Water Resources Division of the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality has requested the township file a community-wide solution by Jan. 18,
that addresses the unlawful discharges under the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act and the State of Michigan Water Quality
Standards.

 According to state law, the township, as well as individual property owners,
may be held responsible for the discharges and for the remedies. 

 A certified letter dated Dec. 11 was mailed to township Supervisor David
Owens. Several messages left on his home voicemail were not answered prior
to a deadline for this story. 

 Township Trustee Tish Mallory on Monday said township officials are aware
of the letter but unsure what action to take. Officials are in the process of
investigating the situation, she said.

 Seville Township, under a former board, contracted with the Spicer Group to
assess the costs of a sanitary sewer system for Riverdale. 

 Mallory said the Spicer study was released in 2012 but not acted upon due to
the $4 million estimated cost of a project.

 According to the MDEQ letter, of the 94 homes in Riverdale on septic systems,
the Mid Michigan District Health Department only has records for 25 of them.

 Of these, 18 had the installation of their septic system approved before the
year 2000 and have not been inspected by the MMDHD since.

 The letter further states rehabilitation or replacement of individual on-site
disposal systems does not appear to be a feasible, long-term solution due to
factors such as lot size, a high-water table, and the number of systems in
failure.

 Alma College environmental students and MDEQ technicians have sampled
water at different locations of the Pine River for several years. High degrees of
E. coli has registered both from animal and human sources. 

 Monitoring results and field observations by both DEQ and the health
department led to the DEQ’s recent action, the letter stated.

 Monitoring conducted in the Pine River off River Street showed an
exceedance of the total body contact beyond the maximum of 300 CFU/100
mL for E. coli. 

 Both the MMDHD and WRD staff observed evidence of sewage discharges,
such as bacterial slimes and the odor of sewage, at several locations on the
south side of Riverdale.

 Lumberjack Road catch basins at several locations registered varying degrees
of E. coli from the highest of 25,000 CFU/100 mL last February. The lowest
sample taken was in September of 1,986 CFU/100 mL at the Fifth Street
storm drain discharge. CFU stands for Colony Forming Units and refers to the
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number of viable bacterial cells in a sample per unit of volume.
 DEQ Environmental Quality Analyst Cheri Meyer at the Water Resources

Division replied in an email that the purpose of the letter from the Water
Resources Division “was not related to any funding opportunities but to
ensure sewage discharges cease to ensure Water Quality Standards are met
and to protect public health and safety.”

 Meyer stated the DEQ in October 2017 received a complaint by a resident in
Riverdale that sewage was discharging across his property and into the Pine
River. 

 “Since that date, the MMDHD and the DEQ have sampled for E.coli and Fecal
Coliforms, and conducted field investigations. Based on the documentation
we have, it is the DEQ’s position that a community-wide system is needed to
cease discharges of sewage from failing septic systems to the Pine River, as
replacing individual failing septic systems does not appear to be a feasible
solution. We are asking the Township to submit a plan for how they will
proceed.”
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By Sun staff reports

A new contractor is expected
to save nearly a million dollars at
the Velsicol cleanup site in Gra-
tiot County.
Cascade Thermal, recom-

mended by Jacobs, the EPA’s de-
sign contractor, was approved to
do the work of designing the in-
place thermal treatment for a sec-
tion of the former plant site. The
company will realize its savings
because it is already doing work
in a different section, reducing
mobilization and start up times.
Cascade Thermal is develop-

ing the design for the 3 acres that
make up the new section and is
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Contractor
expected to
produce savings
at Velsicol site

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

City of Ithaca officials have de-
cided to prohibit the establish-
ment of any recreational mari-
juana facilities by opting out of
theMichigan Regulation and Tax-
ation of Marihuana Act approved
by state voters in the November
general election.
The city council approved the

move unanimously during a re-
cent meeting.
At the recommendation of

City Manager Chris Yonker and
the city’s legal firm, the Dicken-
son Wright Municipal Group, it
was done as an “emergency or-
dinance,” which means the new
rules will become effective im-
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Jane Keon of St. Louis was recently inducted into the Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force Hall of Fame. She was presented the
award by the group’s chairman, James Hall.

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

In 1997, Jane Keon went to a meeting in
St. Louis where U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency officials were telling residents
there was no need to cleanup sediment from
the Pine River below the city’s municipal
dam adjacent to the former Velsicol Chem-
ical plant site.
However, when she heard the results of

an EPA study, Keon felt she had to get in-

volved.
“Instead of a few hundred parts per mil-

lion DDT (in the sediment), EPA found
36,000-42,000 parts per million,” she said.
“I knew Mother Nature couldn’t fix that.
“There was a sign-up sheet for people in-

terested in starting a Community Advisory
Group and I signed up.”
The rest as they say is history.
Keon became a founding member of the

Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force,
which led to the $100 million multi-year

cleanup of the river.
For her efforts, Keon was recently elected

to the PRCTF Hall of Fame.
During her acceptance speech, she told of

about how the group named itself in 1998,
calling itself a “task force” because mem-
bers expected the task of cleaning up the
chemical waste from Velsicol would take
about five years and then they would move
on to other things.
It’s now been 20 years, and although

ST. LOUIS

KEON ELECTED TO TASK
FORCE HALL OF FAME

ByEric Baerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Madonna Finney, an adoption
lawyer in Florida, has been on the
hunt for records related to a mur-
der that took place in Mt. Pleas-
ant in 1974.
The victimwasHattie Swindle-

hurst, 85, murdered in her home
409 N. Arnold St. in late August
of that year. Sent to prison for the
crime was her neighbor, Delmar

Quezada, who fled the state soon
after the crime and
later confessed.
Quezada was

sentenced to life
in prison for sec-
ond-degree mur-
der, and on Jan. 8
the state is hold-
ing a hearing on
whether to grant
him parole. Finney
said she plans to attend to ask the
state to keep him in prison and

her search has been to methodi-
cally build the case to support her
request.
So far, for her, the going has

been slow. She’s gotten copies of
what’s been readily available and
talked to some of the people who
were around at the time. But, she’s
running into the world’s biggest
hurdle: time. The murder hap-
pened almost 45 years ago. Peo-
ple originally involved in the case
have themselves died, or their
memories aren’t what they used

to be. Plus, some of the records for
the case have been hard to find.
What she has so far are old news-
paper accounts and the original
police report.
The police report paints a chill-

ing, if incomplete, story.
Swindlehurst’s body was found

the morning of Aug. 27, 1974, by
her son Robert, who had a habit of
checking in on her twice a day. He
found the front door to her house
open and Hattie Swindlehurst ly-
ing on the kitchen floor. Robert

called his sister in Beal City and
the funeral home.
Robert didn’t think to call the

police department, according to
the police report. Whoever he
talked to at the funeral home
called the coroner, who after ar-
riving suspected murder and
called the police.
A doctor at Sparrow Hospital

in Lansing conducted an autopsy
and determined that Hattie Swin-
dlehurst was murdered. She was

MT. PLEASANT

Parole hearing revivesmemories of 1974murder
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mediately after being pub-
lished.
City officials took that ac-

tion because it isn’t known
when the state will be-
gin accepting applications
for licences to operate rec-
reational marijuana busi-
nesses such as growing op-
erations, processing facili-
ties, retail sales and secure
transporters.
If a municipality “does

not opt out then recre-
ational establishments can
be located and licensed by
the statewithin the commu-
nity.” Yonker said in a mem-
orandum to council mem-
bers.
The new lawwent into ef-

fect on Dec. 6, but the state
has up to a year to prepare
the regulations.
Officially opting out be-

fore that state does that as-
sures that no recreational
marijuana establishment
will be able to operate in
the city.
Voters in Gratiot County

and the city of Ithaca nar-
rowly defeated the proposal
last month.
The countywide tallywas

7,266 (51 percent) no votes

and 6,979 (49 percent) yes.
In the city it was even

closer with 591 (50.2 per-
cent) no votes and 587 (49.8
percent) yes.
Statewide, however, the

proposal passed easily by a
55.9 to 44.1 percent margin.
The council also unani-

mously approved amending
an ordinance to prohibit the
use or sale of marijuana on
city streets, sidewalks, parks
or other public places.
The Michigan Regula-

tion and Taxation of Mari-
huana Act is separate from
the Medical Marihuana Fa-
cilities LicencingAct of 2016.
Ithaca also prohibits

those medical marijuana
businesses from operating
in the city.
The newly amended or-

dinances, however, does not
prevent the individual culti-
vation or possession of up to
2.5 ounces of marijuana by
those age 21 or older.
It also cannot pro-

hibit the sale of marijuana
accessories,the transporta-
tion of the legal amount or
prohibit its use by those 21
and older on private prop-
erty.
Yonker noted the city

council can always repeal
the new ordinances in the
future if it wants to opt
back in.

Marijuana
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“much had been accom-
plished,” it’s taken a lot
more than the amount of
time initially expected,
Keon said.
Current EPA project

manager for the Velsicol
site was complimentary
of Keon’s work over the
years.
“The hours she has

spent on this, along with
her influence, has done
great service to the com-
munity,” he said.
Keon served as the task

force chairperson for 12
years, from 2002-2014,
and as it’s secretary, from
1998-2002 and again from
2014 until the present.
She also has written a

book, “Tombstone Town,”
detailing the first 16 years
of the task force.
Keon was born and

raised in Alma graduating
from Alma High School
and then attending Alma
College for two years.
She earned her bache-

lor’s and master’s degree
in English literature from
Michigan State Univer-

sity in 1973 and 1975 re-
spectively.
Keon taught Freshman

Composition at Alma Col-
lege part-time for 27 years.
She also was the owner of
the Book Shoppe in down-
town Alma in the 1980s,
and was a reporter for
the Morning Sun, Gra-
tiot County Herald and
Saginaw News during the
1990s.
She has lived in St.

Louis for 29 years.
Being honored or win-

ning awards are nothing
new for Keon.
In 2011, she received the

Spirit of St. Louis Award,
the city’s top citizen honor,
the Alma College Commu-
nity Service Award and
the Philo Media Award
for the video she produced,
“Mineral Springs to Toxic
Town.”
Keon also received rec-

ognition from the Chip-
pewa Watershed Conser-
vancy for her work on the
Pine River in 2014 andwas
named a Public Health
Champion by the Mid-
Michigan District Health
Department in 2016.
She becomes the sev-

enth member of the task
force hall of fame.

Pine
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originally knocked uncon-
scious, but what killed her
was that her wrists were cut
open and she bled out.
Investigators also early

on found evidence that a
sexual assault might have
occurred. What came of
that is probably the biggest
question left unanswered
by the fact that the records
are incomplete. Finney
said she suspects that in
a different time with dif-
ferent values, that side of
the crime might have been
kept quiet out of respect to
the victim and her family.
An early person of inter-

est was a “Mr. Snear,” iden-
tified as either Bob or Ed in
the report. He was Hattie’s
boyfriend at the time and

was reportedly the only
person who regularly saw
her. It was a relationship
the family objected to.
In early September, how-

ever, police were told that
a boy named Lopez, who
attended the intermediate
school, knew more.
Lopez worked for Hattie

Swindlehurst that summer
and told police that he’d
overheard a conversation
in which his sister was told
of Delmar’s involvement.
The source of the informa-
tion was Quezada’s sisters.
Police talked to Elisa

Jane Quezada, who told
them that she was at home
with Delmar the afternoon
of Aug. 26. During a storm,
Delmar left home. When he
came back, his sister told
police that he was scared
because he’d beaten up and
cut an old woman’s wrists.
The next day, a differ-

ent sister confimed the ba-
sic story but said that the
murder took place Aug. 27.
Although the address that
Delmar lived in is redacted
in the police report, in this
interview, his sister said
that Delmar lived across
from Hattie Swindlehurst.
Delmar fledMt. Pleasant

on the morning of Aug. 27
in a vehicle driven, accord-
ing to the police report, by
a Janet Vorce and Delmar’s
sister Carmen. Although it
was believed at the time
that he’d headed to At-
lanta or Florida, he was
later found in California.
Meanwhile, his finger-

print was found in the
blood on the butcher knife
used to kill Hattie Swin-
dlehurst. Apprehended
and returned to Mt. Pleas-
ant, Delmar confessed to
second-degree murder. He
was sentenced to life in

prison.
Ricardo Moore, a mem-

ber of Michigan’s parole
board, will conduct Queza-
da’s hearing according to
the state’s lifer law next
month in Ionia. It’s here
where Finney will ask that
Delmar be kept in prison.
She said that she doesn’t
think he should ever re-
join society.
Isabella County prosecu-

tor Dave Barberi said that
his office plans to join her
in opposing Quezada’s re-
lease.
One challenge for Bar-

beri’s office is locating the
original prosecutor’s re-
port and court transcripts.
It’s not that they’ve been
destroyed. It’s that the case
is so old that they are hard
to find. Some of the coun-
ty’s old records, in fact, are
being stored outside the
county.
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expected to be done in two
phases. Drilling is expected
to begin in March 2019,
with completion around fall
2021. Progress in the new
section is going as planned.
EPA does not expect any is-
sues with funding.
The Agency will request

additional funding in 2021

to remove 100,000 tons of
contaminated soil from po-
tential sources of contam-
ination in both sections.
EPA also continues to work
with the city of St. Louis on
constructing a new well for
drinking water to improve
water capacity and reliabil-
ity for the Gratiot Area Wa-
ter Authority.
By the end of this year,

EPA expects to receive the
Ecological Risk Assessment
from Dr. Matthew Zwi-

ernik. The Agency has also
created a proposal with Ja-
cobs and Dr. Stephen Boyd
of Michigan State Univer-
sity to fund a pilot study
evaluating the use of car-
bon-based materials to re-
move DDT in floodplain
soil. Bank sampling near
the high school athletic
fields has been completed
with results expected in
spring 2019.
EPA continues to work

with the owner of a nearby

property for the installa-
tion of an access road into
the site as well as with the
owners of the golf course on
site preparation and place-
ment of the in-place ther-
mal treatment system.
EPA has completed sur-

veying the nine locations
where municipal water will
be provided to residents
and expects the design for
the drinking water replace-
ment to be completed by
early summer 2019.

Velsicol
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Gostola, Joseph John
lived a long, wonder-
ful life. He celebrated
his 100th birthday this
year, which was a mag-
5"4)'5+ /))3618"-$-
ment for him to achieve.
Born in LaPorte, Indi-
ana, Joe moved to Mt.
Pleasant at a young
age. He worked with
his father on the fam-
ily farm. On November
22, 1945, Joe married
the love of his life, Lil-
lian Rhode, and in time,
they became the proud

parents of three children. Joe’s genuine love of
people and natural ability to make conversation,
led him into the insurance business. Many of his
clients became life-long friends. He sold insurance
policies well into his 80’s. Country music was his
greatest passion and became the center of his per-
sonal life. He learned his musical talent from his
father. At the early age of 12, Joe played the accor-
dion and later expanded his musical gifts to sing-
ing and playing the banjo, which he did from more
than 80 years. He showed an immense love for his
family and they feel very blessed that Joe was a
part of their lives for so long. Joe was an inspiration
to all who knew him. He will be missed every single
day. Joe was preceded in death by his wife Lillian,
sister Lucile Joslen, and his grandson Paul Gos-
tola. Joe is survived by: his daughter Bonne (Jerry)
Loucks, son Michael (Patty) Gostola, and daugh-
ter Dixie Gostola; three treasured grandchildren,
Kathy (Steve) Dalessandro, Kevin Loucks (Holly
Jenks), and Joe (Candy) Gostola; four great grand-
children; one sister, Frances Bollman; one niece;
two nephews, cousins, as well as, many great and
great-great nieces and nephews. Visitation will be
held on Friday, December 28, 2018, from 10 to 11
a.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 302 S. Kinney Ave.,
Mt. Pleasant. Mass will be immediately following
at 11 a.m. The family would like to thank Medilo-
dge of Mt. Pleasant for their kind, compassionate,
and loving care of their father. They treated Joe
8"!' &/6"8#, 7& ('-".'(0 "5 8"'* 3& 23%'.-0 (35/+"35-
can be made to Medilodge of Mt. Pleasant. You may
view Joseph’s obituary online and send a condo-
lence to the family or place a memorial donation at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

GOSTOLA, JOSEPH JOHN
ByNomaanMerchant
The Associated Press

HOUSTON >> An 8-year-old
boy fromGuatemala died in
government custody inNew
Mexico early Tuesday, U.S.
immigration authorities
said, marking the second
death of an immigrant child
in detention this month.
The death came during

an ongoing dispute over
border security and with
a partial government shut-
down underway over Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s re-
quest for border wall fund-
ing.
U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection said the boy
showed “signs of potential
illness” onMonday andwas
taken with his father to a
hospital in Alamogordo,
New Mexico, where he was
diagnosed with a cold and
a fever. The boy was pre-
scribed amoxicillin and
Ibuprofen and released
Monday afternoon after be-
ing held 90 minutes for ob-
servation, the agency said.
The boy was returned to

the hospital Monday eve-
ning with nausea and vom-
iting and died there just af-
ter midnight, CBP said.
CBP has not yet con-

firmed when or where the
father and son entered the
United States or how long
they were detained, saying
only in its statement that
the boy had been “previ-
ously apprehended” by its
agents.
The agency said the cause

of the boy’s death has not
been determined and that
it has notified the Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty’s inspector general and
the Guatemalan govern-
ment.
A 7-year-old Guatemalan

girl died earlier this month
after being apprehended by
border agents in New Mex-
ico. The body of the girl,

Jakelin Caal, was returned
to her family’s remote vil-
lage Monday for burial
Tuesday.
The White House re-

ferred questions about the
latest case to the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity, CBP’s parent agency.
CBP officers and the Border
Patrol remain on the job de-
spite the shutdown.
According to Guatema-

la’s foreign ministry, the
father and son entered the
U.S. at El Paso, Texas, on
Dec. 18, then were taken
to the Border Patrol’s Al-
amogordo station Sunday.
Alamogordo is about 90
miles (145 kilometers) from
El Paso.
CBP typically detains im-

migrants for no more than
a few days when they cross
the border before either re-
leasing them or turning
them over to U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment for longer-term de-
tention. Agency guidelines
say immigrants generally
shouldn’t be detained for
more than 72 hours in CBP
holding facilities, which are
usually smaller and have
fewer services than ICE’s

detention centers.
Parents and children to-

gether are almost always re-
leased quickly due to lim-
ited space in ICE’s family
detention facilities.
A CBP spokesman on

Tuesday did not respond to
questions about the minis-
try’s statement.
The hospital, the Gerald

Champion Regional Medi-
cal Center, declined to com-
ment, citing privacy regula-
tions.
CBP promised “an inde-

pendent and thorough re-
view of the circumstances.”
The Guatemalan foreign

ministry called for an in-
vestigation “in accordance
with due process.”
Democratic members of

Congress and immigration
advocates sharply criticized
CBP’s handling of Jake-
lin’s death and questioned
whether border agents
could have prevented it by
spotting symptoms of dis-
tress or calling for an evac-
uation by air ambulance
sooner.
CBP has said that it took

several hours to transport
Jakelin and her father from
a remote Border Patrol fa-

cility to a larger station,
where her temperature was
measured at 105.7 degrees
Fahrenheit (40.9 degrees
Celsius). Emergency med-
ical technicians had to re-
vive her twice. She was ul-
timately flown to an El Paso
hospital, where she died the
next day.
Large numbers of Guate-

malan families have been
arriving in recent weeks
in New Mexico, often in re-
mote and dangerous parts
of the desert. Jakelin and
her father were with 161
other people when they
were apprehended in Ante-
lope Wells, about 230 miles
(370 kilometers) southwest
of Alamogordo.
CBP announced new no-

tification procedures in re-
sponse to Jakelin’s death,
which was not revealed un-
til several days later.
A spokeswoman for U.S.

Rep. Steve Pearce, a Repub-
lican whose district along
the U.S.-Mexico border in-
cludes Alamogordo, did not
respond to messages Tues-
day.
Xochitl Torres Small, a

Democrat who will repre-
sent the district starting in
January, called for a thor-
ough and transparent in-
vestigation into the chil-
dren’s deaths and more
medical resources along
the border.
“This is inexcusable,” she

said in a statement Tuesday.
“Instead of immediately
acting to keep children
and all of us safe along our
border, this administration
forced a government shut-
down over a wall.
Felipe Gonzalez, the

United Nations special
rapporteur on the human
rights of migrants, said
Monday that the U.S. gov-
ernment’s detention of chil-
dren due to their immigra-
tion status violated interna-
tional law.

NATION

U.S. says 2nd Guatemalan child
dies in immigration custody

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

An agent from the border patrol observes near the Mexico-
U.S. border fence, on the Mexican side, separating the
towns of Anapra, Mexico, and Sunland Park, N.M. An
8-year-old boy from Guatemala died in government
custody early Tuesday, U.S. immigration authorities said.

ByGregory Katz and
FrankAugstein
The Associated Press

SANDRINGHAM, ENGLAND >>

Queen Elizabeth II wove
personal reflections into
the latest edition of her
annual Christmas mes-
sage, saying she hoped her
long life brought a mea-
sure of wisdom and not-
ing her grandchildren’s
contributions to Britain’s
royal family.
The 92-year-old queen,

the world’s longest-reign-
ing living monarch, also
included the customary

tribute to military person-
nel and wishes for world
peace in the message,
which was pre-recorded at
Buckingham Palace and
televised Tuesday.
“Some cultures believe

a long life brings wis-
dom,” Elizabeth said in
the recording. “I’d like to
think so. Perhaps part of
that wisdom is to recog-
nize some of life’s baffling
paradoxes, such as the way
human beings have a huge
propensity for good and
yet a capacity for evil.”
On a lighter note, the

queen listed the House of

Windsor’s 2018 milestones
with the same unabashed
pride of someone writ-
ing their yearly Christmas
letter for friends and far-
flung relatives.
“It’s been a busy year for

my family, with two wed-
dings and two babies, and
another child expected
soon. It helps to keep a
grandmother well occu-
pied,” Elizabeth said, not
forgetting to mention her
own firstborn,
“We have had other cel-

ebrations too, including
the 70th birthday of The
Prince of Wales,” other-

wise known as heir to the
throne Prince Charles.
The annual message

was broadcast to many
of the 53 Commonwealth
countries. Elizabeth re-
called that her father, King
George VI, welcomed eight
former British colonies at
the first meeting of Com-
monwealth leaders in 1948.
“Even with the most

deeply held differences,
treating the other person
with respect and as a fel-
low human being is always
a good first step towards
greater understanding,”
she said.

WORLD

Queen Elizabeth II riffs on wisdom, family’s busy year
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By Sun staff reports

A new contractor is expected
to save nearly a million dollars at
the Velsicol cleanup site in Gra-
tiot County.
Cascade Thermal, recom-

mended by Jacobs, the EPA’s de-
sign contractor, was approved to
do the work of designing the in-
place thermal treatment for a sec-
tion of the former plant site. The
company will realize its savings
because it is already doing work
in a different section, reducing
mobilization and start up times.
Cascade Thermal is develop-

ing the design for the 3 acres that
make up the new section and is

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Contractor
expected to
produce savings
at Velsicol site

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

City of Ithaca officials have de-
cided to prohibit the establish-
ment of any recreational mari-
juana facilities by opting out of
theMichigan Regulation and Tax-
ation of Marihuana Act approved
by state voters in the November
general election.
The city council approved the

move unanimously during a re-
cent meeting.
At the recommendation of

City Manager Chris Yonker and
the city’s legal firm, the Dicken-
son Wright Municipal Group, it
was done as an “emergency or-
dinance,” which means the new
rules will become effective im-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Ithaca
opts out of
marijuana
businesses

COURTESY PHOTO

Jane Keon of St. Louis was recently inducted into the Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force Hall of Fame. She was presented the
award by the group’s chairman, James Hall.

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

In 1997, Jane Keon went to a meeting in
St. Louis where U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency officials were telling residents
there was no need to cleanup sediment from
the Pine River below the city’s municipal
dam adjacent to the former Velsicol Chem-
ical plant site.
However, when she heard the results of

an EPA study, Keon felt she had to get in-

volved.
“Instead of a few hundred parts per mil-

lion DDT (in the sediment), EPA found
36,000-42,000 parts per million,” she said.
“I knew Mother Nature couldn’t fix that.
“There was a sign-up sheet for people in-

terested in starting a Community Advisory
Group and I signed up.”
The rest as they say is history.
Keon became a founding member of the

Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force,
which led to the $100 million multi-year

cleanup of the river.
For her efforts, Keon was recently elected

to the PRCTF Hall of Fame.
During her acceptance speech, she told of

about how the group named itself in 1998,
calling itself a “task force” because mem-
bers expected the task of cleaning up the
chemical waste from Velsicol would take
about five years and then they would move
on to other things.
It’s now been 20 years, and although

ST. LOUIS

KEON ELECTED TO TASK
FORCE HALL OF FAME

ByEric Baerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Madonna Finney, an adoption
lawyer in Florida, has been on the
hunt for records related to a mur-
der that took place in Mt. Pleas-
ant in 1974.
The victimwasHattie Swindle-

hurst, 85, murdered in her home
409 N. Arnold St. in late August
of that year. Sent to prison for the
crime was her neighbor, Delmar

Quezada, who fled the state soon
after the crime and
later confessed.
Quezada was

sentenced to life
in prison for sec-
ond-degree mur-
der, and on Jan. 8
the state is hold-
ing a hearing on
whether to grant
him parole. Finney
said she plans to attend to ask the
state to keep him in prison and

her search has been to methodi-
cally build the case to support her
request.
So far, for her, the going has

been slow. She’s gotten copies of
what’s been readily available and
talked to some of the people who
were around at the time. But, she’s
running into the world’s biggest
hurdle: time. The murder hap-
pened almost 45 years ago. Peo-
ple originally involved in the case
have themselves died, or their
memories aren’t what they used

to be. Plus, some of the records for
the case have been hard to find.
What she has so far are old news-
paper accounts and the original
police report.
The police report paints a chill-

ing, if incomplete, story.
Swindlehurst’s body was found

the morning of Aug. 27, 1974, by
her son Robert, who had a habit of
checking in on her twice a day. He
found the front door to her house
open and Hattie Swindlehurst ly-
ing on the kitchen floor. Robert

called his sister in Beal City and
the funeral home.
Robert didn’t think to call the

police department, according to
the police report. Whoever he
talked to at the funeral home
called the coroner, who after ar-
riving suspected murder and
called the police.
A doctor at Sparrow Hospital

in Lansing conducted an autopsy
and determined that Hattie Swin-
dlehurst was murdered. She was

MT. PLEASANT

Parole hearing revivesmemories of 1974murder
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mediately after being pub-
lished.
City officials took that ac-

tion because it isn’t known
when the state will be-
gin accepting applications
for licences to operate rec-
reational marijuana busi-
nesses such as growing op-
erations, processing facili-
ties, retail sales and secure
transporters.
If a municipality “does

not opt out then recre-
ational establishments can
be located and licensed by
the statewithin the commu-
nity.” Yonker said in a mem-
orandum to council mem-
bers.
The new lawwent into ef-

fect on Dec. 6, but the state
has up to a year to prepare
the regulations.
Officially opting out be-

fore that state does that as-
sures that no recreational
marijuana establishment
will be able to operate in
the city.
Voters in Gratiot County

and the city of Ithaca nar-
rowly defeated the proposal
last month.
The countywide tallywas

7,266 (51 percent) no votes

and 6,979 (49 percent) yes.
In the city it was even

closer with 591 (50.2 per-
cent) no votes and 587 (49.8
percent) yes.
Statewide, however, the

proposal passed easily by a
55.9 to 44.1 percent margin.
The council also unani-

mously approved amending
an ordinance to prohibit the
use or sale of marijuana on
city streets, sidewalks, parks
or other public places.
The Michigan Regula-

tion and Taxation of Mari-
huana Act is separate from
the Medical Marihuana Fa-
cilities LicencingAct of 2016.
Ithaca also prohibits

those medical marijuana
businesses from operating
in the city.
The newly amended or-

dinances, however, does not
prevent the individual culti-
vation or possession of up to
2.5 ounces of marijuana by
those age 21 or older.
It also cannot pro-

hibit the sale of marijuana
accessories,the transporta-
tion of the legal amount or
prohibit its use by those 21
and older on private prop-
erty.
Yonker noted the city

council can always repeal
the new ordinances in the
future if it wants to opt
back in.

Marijuana
FROMPAGE 1

“much had been accom-
plished,” it’s taken a lot
more than the amount of
time initially expected,
Keon said.
Current EPA project

manager for the Velsicol
site was complimentary
of Keon’s work over the
years.
“The hours she has

spent on this, along with
her influence, has done
great service to the com-
munity,” he said.
Keon served as the task

force chairperson for 12
years, from 2002-2014,
and as it’s secretary, from
1998-2002 and again from
2014 until the present.
She also has written a

book, “Tombstone Town,”
detailing the first 16 years
of the task force.
Keon was born and

raised in Alma graduating
from Alma High School
and then attending Alma
College for two years.
She earned her bache-

lor’s and master’s degree
in English literature from
Michigan State Univer-

sity in 1973 and 1975 re-
spectively.
Keon taught Freshman

Composition at Alma Col-
lege part-time for 27 years.
She also was the owner of
the Book Shoppe in down-
town Alma in the 1980s,
and was a reporter for
the Morning Sun, Gra-
tiot County Herald and
Saginaw News during the
1990s.
She has lived in St.

Louis for 29 years.
Being honored or win-

ning awards are nothing
new for Keon.
In 2011, she received the

Spirit of St. Louis Award,
the city’s top citizen honor,
the Alma College Commu-
nity Service Award and
the Philo Media Award
for the video she produced,
“Mineral Springs to Toxic
Town.”
Keon also received rec-

ognition from the Chip-
pewa Watershed Conser-
vancy for her work on the
Pine River in 2014 andwas
named a Public Health
Champion by the Mid-
Michigan District Health
Department in 2016.
She becomes the sev-

enth member of the task
force hall of fame.

Pine
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originally knocked uncon-
scious, but what killed her
was that her wrists were cut
open and she bled out.
Investigators also early

on found evidence that a
sexual assault might have
occurred. What came of
that is probably the biggest
question left unanswered
by the fact that the records
are incomplete. Finney
said she suspects that in
a different time with dif-
ferent values, that side of
the crime might have been
kept quiet out of respect to
the victim and her family.
An early person of inter-

est was a “Mr. Snear,” iden-
tified as either Bob or Ed in
the report. He was Hattie’s
boyfriend at the time and

was reportedly the only
person who regularly saw
her. It was a relationship
the family objected to.
In early September, how-

ever, police were told that
a boy named Lopez, who
attended the intermediate
school, knew more.
Lopez worked for Hattie

Swindlehurst that summer
and told police that he’d
overheard a conversation
in which his sister was told
of Delmar’s involvement.
The source of the informa-
tion was Quezada’s sisters.
Police talked to Elisa

Jane Quezada, who told
them that she was at home
with Delmar the afternoon
of Aug. 26. During a storm,
Delmar left home. When he
came back, his sister told
police that he was scared
because he’d beaten up and
cut an old woman’s wrists.
The next day, a differ-

ent sister confimed the ba-
sic story but said that the
murder took place Aug. 27.
Although the address that
Delmar lived in is redacted
in the police report, in this
interview, his sister said
that Delmar lived across
from Hattie Swindlehurst.
Delmar fledMt. Pleasant

on the morning of Aug. 27
in a vehicle driven, accord-
ing to the police report, by
a Janet Vorce and Delmar’s
sister Carmen. Although it
was believed at the time
that he’d headed to At-
lanta or Florida, he was
later found in California.
Meanwhile, his finger-

print was found in the
blood on the butcher knife
used to kill Hattie Swin-
dlehurst. Apprehended
and returned to Mt. Pleas-
ant, Delmar confessed to
second-degree murder. He
was sentenced to life in

prison.
Ricardo Moore, a mem-

ber of Michigan’s parole
board, will conduct Queza-
da’s hearing according to
the state’s lifer law next
month in Ionia. It’s here
where Finney will ask that
Delmar be kept in prison.
She said that she doesn’t
think he should ever re-
join society.
Isabella County prosecu-

tor Dave Barberi said that
his office plans to join her
in opposing Quezada’s re-
lease.
One challenge for Bar-

beri’s office is locating the
original prosecutor’s re-
port and court transcripts.
It’s not that they’ve been
destroyed. It’s that the case
is so old that they are hard
to find. Some of the coun-
ty’s old records, in fact, are
being stored outside the
county.

Hearing
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expected to be done in two
phases. Drilling is expected
to begin in March 2019,
with completion around fall
2021. Progress in the new
section is going as planned.
EPA does not expect any is-
sues with funding.
The Agency will request

additional funding in 2021

to remove 100,000 tons of
contaminated soil from po-
tential sources of contam-
ination in both sections.
EPA also continues to work
with the city of St. Louis on
constructing a new well for
drinking water to improve
water capacity and reliabil-
ity for the Gratiot Area Wa-
ter Authority.
By the end of this year,

EPA expects to receive the
Ecological Risk Assessment
from Dr. Matthew Zwi-

ernik. The Agency has also
created a proposal with Ja-
cobs and Dr. Stephen Boyd
of Michigan State Univer-
sity to fund a pilot study
evaluating the use of car-
bon-based materials to re-
move DDT in floodplain
soil. Bank sampling near
the high school athletic
fields has been completed
with results expected in
spring 2019.
EPA continues to work

with the owner of a nearby

property for the installa-
tion of an access road into
the site as well as with the
owners of the golf course on
site preparation and place-
ment of the in-place ther-
mal treatment system.
EPA has completed sur-

veying the nine locations
where municipal water will
be provided to residents
and expects the design for
the drinking water replace-
ment to be completed by
early summer 2019.

Velsicol
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Gostola, Joseph John
lived a long, wonder-
ful life. He celebrated
his 100th birthday this
year, which was a mag-
5"4)'5+ /))3618"-$-
ment for him to achieve.
Born in LaPorte, Indi-
ana, Joe moved to Mt.
Pleasant at a young
age. He worked with
his father on the fam-
ily farm. On November
22, 1945, Joe married
the love of his life, Lil-
lian Rhode, and in time,
they became the proud

parents of three children. Joe’s genuine love of
people and natural ability to make conversation,
led him into the insurance business. Many of his
clients became life-long friends. He sold insurance
policies well into his 80’s. Country music was his
greatest passion and became the center of his per-
sonal life. He learned his musical talent from his
father. At the early age of 12, Joe played the accor-
dion and later expanded his musical gifts to sing-
ing and playing the banjo, which he did from more
than 80 years. He showed an immense love for his
family and they feel very blessed that Joe was a
part of their lives for so long. Joe was an inspiration
to all who knew him. He will be missed every single
day. Joe was preceded in death by his wife Lillian,
sister Lucile Joslen, and his grandson Paul Gos-
tola. Joe is survived by: his daughter Bonne (Jerry)
Loucks, son Michael (Patty) Gostola, and daugh-
ter Dixie Gostola; three treasured grandchildren,
Kathy (Steve) Dalessandro, Kevin Loucks (Holly
Jenks), and Joe (Candy) Gostola; four great grand-
children; one sister, Frances Bollman; one niece;
two nephews, cousins, as well as, many great and
great-great nieces and nephews. Visitation will be
held on Friday, December 28, 2018, from 10 to 11
a.m. at Sacred Heart Church, 302 S. Kinney Ave.,
Mt. Pleasant. Mass will be immediately following
at 11 a.m. The family would like to thank Medilo-
dge of Mt. Pleasant for their kind, compassionate,
and loving care of their father. They treated Joe
8"!' &/6"8#, 7& ('-".'(0 "5 8"'* 3& 23%'.-0 (35/+"35-
can be made to Medilodge of Mt. Pleasant. You may
view Joseph’s obituary online and send a condo-
lence to the family or place a memorial donation at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

GOSTOLA, JOSEPH JOHN
ByNomaanMerchant
The Associated Press

HOUSTON >> An 8-year-old
boy fromGuatemala died in
government custody inNew
Mexico early Tuesday, U.S.
immigration authorities
said, marking the second
death of an immigrant child
in detention this month.
The death came during

an ongoing dispute over
border security and with
a partial government shut-
down underway over Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s re-
quest for border wall fund-
ing.
U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection said the boy
showed “signs of potential
illness” onMonday andwas
taken with his father to a
hospital in Alamogordo,
New Mexico, where he was
diagnosed with a cold and
a fever. The boy was pre-
scribed amoxicillin and
Ibuprofen and released
Monday afternoon after be-
ing held 90 minutes for ob-
servation, the agency said.
The boy was returned to

the hospital Monday eve-
ning with nausea and vom-
iting and died there just af-
ter midnight, CBP said.
CBP has not yet con-

firmed when or where the
father and son entered the
United States or how long
they were detained, saying
only in its statement that
the boy had been “previ-
ously apprehended” by its
agents.
The agency said the cause

of the boy’s death has not
been determined and that
it has notified the Depart-
ment of Homeland Securi-
ty’s inspector general and
the Guatemalan govern-
ment.
A 7-year-old Guatemalan

girl died earlier this month
after being apprehended by
border agents in New Mex-
ico. The body of the girl,

Jakelin Caal, was returned
to her family’s remote vil-
lage Monday for burial
Tuesday.
The White House re-

ferred questions about the
latest case to the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity, CBP’s parent agency.
CBP officers and the Border
Patrol remain on the job de-
spite the shutdown.
According to Guatema-

la’s foreign ministry, the
father and son entered the
U.S. at El Paso, Texas, on
Dec. 18, then were taken
to the Border Patrol’s Al-
amogordo station Sunday.
Alamogordo is about 90
miles (145 kilometers) from
El Paso.
CBP typically detains im-

migrants for no more than
a few days when they cross
the border before either re-
leasing them or turning
them over to U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment for longer-term de-
tention. Agency guidelines
say immigrants generally
shouldn’t be detained for
more than 72 hours in CBP
holding facilities, which are
usually smaller and have
fewer services than ICE’s

detention centers.
Parents and children to-

gether are almost always re-
leased quickly due to lim-
ited space in ICE’s family
detention facilities.
A CBP spokesman on

Tuesday did not respond to
questions about the minis-
try’s statement.
The hospital, the Gerald

Champion Regional Medi-
cal Center, declined to com-
ment, citing privacy regula-
tions.
CBP promised “an inde-

pendent and thorough re-
view of the circumstances.”
The Guatemalan foreign

ministry called for an in-
vestigation “in accordance
with due process.”
Democratic members of

Congress and immigration
advocates sharply criticized
CBP’s handling of Jake-
lin’s death and questioned
whether border agents
could have prevented it by
spotting symptoms of dis-
tress or calling for an evac-
uation by air ambulance
sooner.
CBP has said that it took

several hours to transport
Jakelin and her father from
a remote Border Patrol fa-

cility to a larger station,
where her temperature was
measured at 105.7 degrees
Fahrenheit (40.9 degrees
Celsius). Emergency med-
ical technicians had to re-
vive her twice. She was ul-
timately flown to an El Paso
hospital, where she died the
next day.
Large numbers of Guate-

malan families have been
arriving in recent weeks
in New Mexico, often in re-
mote and dangerous parts
of the desert. Jakelin and
her father were with 161
other people when they
were apprehended in Ante-
lope Wells, about 230 miles
(370 kilometers) southwest
of Alamogordo.
CBP announced new no-

tification procedures in re-
sponse to Jakelin’s death,
which was not revealed un-
til several days later.
A spokeswoman for U.S.

Rep. Steve Pearce, a Repub-
lican whose district along
the U.S.-Mexico border in-
cludes Alamogordo, did not
respond to messages Tues-
day.
Xochitl Torres Small, a

Democrat who will repre-
sent the district starting in
January, called for a thor-
ough and transparent in-
vestigation into the chil-
dren’s deaths and more
medical resources along
the border.
“This is inexcusable,” she

said in a statement Tuesday.
“Instead of immediately
acting to keep children
and all of us safe along our
border, this administration
forced a government shut-
down over a wall.
Felipe Gonzalez, the

United Nations special
rapporteur on the human
rights of migrants, said
Monday that the U.S. gov-
ernment’s detention of chil-
dren due to their immigra-
tion status violated interna-
tional law.

NATION

U.S. says 2nd Guatemalan child
dies in immigration custody

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

An agent from the border patrol observes near the Mexico-
U.S. border fence, on the Mexican side, separating the
towns of Anapra, Mexico, and Sunland Park, N.M. An
8-year-old boy from Guatemala died in government
custody early Tuesday, U.S. immigration authorities said.

ByGregory Katz and
FrankAugstein
The Associated Press

SANDRINGHAM, ENGLAND >>

Queen Elizabeth II wove
personal reflections into
the latest edition of her
annual Christmas mes-
sage, saying she hoped her
long life brought a mea-
sure of wisdom and not-
ing her grandchildren’s
contributions to Britain’s
royal family.
The 92-year-old queen,

the world’s longest-reign-
ing living monarch, also
included the customary

tribute to military person-
nel and wishes for world
peace in the message,
which was pre-recorded at
Buckingham Palace and
televised Tuesday.
“Some cultures believe

a long life brings wis-
dom,” Elizabeth said in
the recording. “I’d like to
think so. Perhaps part of
that wisdom is to recog-
nize some of life’s baffling
paradoxes, such as the way
human beings have a huge
propensity for good and
yet a capacity for evil.”
On a lighter note, the

queen listed the House of

Windsor’s 2018 milestones
with the same unabashed
pride of someone writ-
ing their yearly Christmas
letter for friends and far-
flung relatives.
“It’s been a busy year for

my family, with two wed-
dings and two babies, and
another child expected
soon. It helps to keep a
grandmother well occu-
pied,” Elizabeth said, not
forgetting to mention her
own firstborn,
“We have had other cel-

ebrations too, including
the 70th birthday of The
Prince of Wales,” other-

wise known as heir to the
throne Prince Charles.
The annual message

was broadcast to many
of the 53 Commonwealth
countries. Elizabeth re-
called that her father, King
George VI, welcomed eight
former British colonies at
the first meeting of Com-
monwealth leaders in 1948.
“Even with the most

deeply held differences,
treating the other person
with respect and as a fel-
low human being is always
a good first step towards
greater understanding,”
she said.

WORLD

Queen Elizabeth II riffs on wisdom, family’s busy year
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ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

A 19-year-old man told police
that the sight of his own blood
caused him to fear for his own life
while he was being choked by a
house guest during an assault that
took place last Friday night.
While the police were given no

specific reasons forwhy the assault
took place, the events that led to it
started with the victim texting his
suspected assailant, a 21-year-old
man whose identity is being with-
held pending his arraignment, to
bring his car home, according to
the police report.
The suspect brought the car

back to the apartment on 806 W.
Broomfield St., betweenEdgewood
andDeming streets, threw thekeys
into the kitchen and sat on the
couch. When the victim went into
thebathroom, the suspect upended
a coffee table andbroke everything
on it,whichprompted the victim to
ask him if it was necessary.
Receiving no answer, the vic-

tim told police that he told his sus-
pected assailant to leave. Instead
of doing that, he prepared to fight
by removing his jewelry.
“You reallywant to do this,” he is

said to have asked his victim.
The victim said he told the as-

sailant no, and warned that he’d

MT. PLEASANT

Guest accused of
choking his host

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@digitalfirstmedia.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

The partners at the William
and Janet Strickler Nonprofit Cen-
ter now have the funding needed
to buy the building from Victory
Church.
Mt. Pleasant Community

Foundation Executive Director
Amanda Schafer confirmed on
Dec. 21 that the partners have ex-
ceeded the $1 million needed to
purchase the Strickler Nonprofit
Center.
The center, located at 1114 W.

High Street in Mt. Pleasant, is a
partnership between six nonprofit
groups to provide a space for sev-
eral Isabella County nonprofit or-
ganizations to be housed. Four
of those groups are housed at
the center: Isabella County Res-
toration House, the Community
Compassion Network, The Care
Store and Clothing in the Name
of Christ (INC). The United Way
of Gratiot and Isabella Counties
and the Mt. Pleasant Community

ISABELLACOUNTY

Strickler Center
secures funding
for building
purchase

COURTESY PHOTO

In this overview map of the former Velsicol Chemical plant site and surrounding areas in St. Louis, OU-1— operational unit 1— is the former
plant site scheduled for cleanup in 2014. That includes the parking lot and residential neighborhood, scheduled for cleanup this year and
next. OU-2is the Pine River section that has already been cleaned up but still needs monitoring. OU-3is the river downstream from the St.
Louis Dam, which will likely be cleaned up.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PINE RIVER SUPERFUND CITIZEN TASK FORCE

During World War II, Velsicol — then Michigan Chemical Corp. —
was a prime supplier of DDT to the U.S. military. This railroad car
funneled containers of the chemical out of St. Louis.

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

When the Pine River Super-
fund Citizen’s Task Force was
formed in St. Louis 20 years
ago, members thought it might
take five years to get contam-
ination from the former Vel-
sicol Chemical Co. plant site
and other locations through-
out Gratiot County cleaned up.
Were they in for a shock.
Now, here it is 2018, and the

group is celebrating its 20th
anniversary.
Little did they realize in

those formative years the
amount and the various types
of toxic chemicals contained on
the 52-acre parcel, the adjacent
Pine River and other spots in
the area.
The task force is recognized

as the officially sanctioned
Community Advisory Group to
theU.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, which along with

the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality, has
been working to remediate lo-
cal contaminated sites.
“We formed to oversee the

cleanup of the chemical pollu-
tion left behind by the Velsicol
Chemical Corporation,” found-
ingmember and current Secre-
tary Jane Keon said. “That re-
mains our primary focus and
goal.
“About 12 people attended

the first meeting (in 1998). At
present, we have about 35 dues-
paying members, with several
hundred on our mailing list.”
The former plant site has a

long history of environmen-
tal issues dating back to when
Michigan Chemical Co. was
manufacturing DDT there.
However, the most well

known health-related prob-
lemhappened in 1973when the
PBB disaster occurred.
That’s when a fire retardant

ST. LOUIS

PINE RIVER TASK FORCE
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

By CoreyMicho
cmicho@digitalfirstmedia.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

La Senorita in Mt. Pleas-
ant closed without warning on
Wednesday, leaving few answers
on why.
A restaurant representative

confirmed on Wednesday that
they would be closing the Mexi-
can restaurant that has been aMt.
Pleasant staple for 33 years.

A sign outside of the restau-
rant also confirmed the closure.
“Thank you, Mt. Pleasant,” the

sign read. “It has been our plea-
sure to serve you! This location
has closed.”
The sign also indicated that

those with gift certificates can
redeem them at their location
in Traverse City and Lansing or
can call 574-272-5922 for a re-
fund.
“Woke up to this,” said Rob-

ert Wilkinson in a Facebook
post showing the sign. “Officially
without a job. No warning, no
condolences. Just closed.”
The restaurant closed with-

out warning, leaving several em-
ployees without a job, accord-
ing to former employee Jordan
Knill. Knill is the married name
of Jordan Spence. She grew up in
Mount Pleasant and graduated
from Central Michigan Univer-

MT. PLEASANT

La Senorita closes suddenly
A sign
showing
the sudden
closure of
La Senorita
in Mt.
Pleasant on
Wednesday.
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Foundation are the other
two partners.
The partners are now in

the process of creating a le-
gal nonprofit entity that
will oversee the nonprofit
center. The new group will
be led by a board of trust-
ees, made up of community
members that will be ap-
pointed by the six organi-
zations involved in the cre-

ation of the center.
“That’s a process that we

have to go through with the
state and federal govern-
ment,” Schafer said. “That’s
going to take some time,
but we have the ball roll-
ing since we hired an attor-
ney to help us with our ar-
ticles of incorporation and
the formwe have to filewith
the IRS to have us become
a tax exempt organization.”
The articles of incorpo-

ration will also solidify the
new name for the organiza-
tion. It is likely the share the

namewith the building they
will be overseeing, accord-
ing to Schafer.
Those will be sent out

sometime after the first
of the year, according to
United Way of Gratiot and
Isabella Counties Executive
Director Annie Sanders.
The ownership of the

building is planned to be
transferred from Victory
Church to the new organiza-
tion in mid-2019, according
to Schafer. She also said that
the finalization of the own-
ership transfer is dependent

on how fast the government
will get back to them.
“The articles of incorpo-

ration do not take that long,
but the IRS form can take
up to six months,” she said.
Once everything is set,

the community foundation
will give the new entity a
grant to buy the building,
according to Schafer.
“We know that it will con-

tinue to be a nonprofit cen-
ter that operates for the citi-
zens of Isabella County,” she
said. “It will focus on orga-
nizations that aim to reduce
poverty in our community.”

Their drive for Giving
Tuesday, the Tuesday af-
ter Black Friday, netted the
center a total of $23,000, ac-
cording to Schafer.
“That was mostly online

donations,” she said. “It’s
themost we’ve ever received
through online donations in
a single day.”
She also said that sev-

eral major gifts were given
either via check or stock
and mutual funds that day.
In addition to those direct
gifts, several pledges over
the course of several years
are expected to help with

the funding.
Combined with recent

gifts that were given as
early as Monday, the group
determined that they had
enough to buy the building,
according to Schafer.
Both Schafer and Sand-

ers applauded the commu-
nity for helping the center
reach its goal to buy the
building they are housed in
and their continued support
for those less fortunate. “So
many great things are hap-
pening and that’s because of
the support right here in our
community,” Sanders said.

Funding
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sity with a degree in jour-
nalism.
“I worked there for a

couple of years,” she said.
“I worked at the restau-

rant in Petoskey for a few
summers and the same
thing happened there:
closed with no notice to
workers.”
She also said that sev-

eral friends who worked at
La Senorita told her that
business had been slowing
down prior to the closure.

Several members of the
Mt. Pleasant community
took to social media to ex-
press their surprise at the
sudden closure.
“So sad to hear,” said

Dawn Tanner, comment-
ing on a Facebook post
about the closure. “We’ve
some good memories over

the years.”
A notice posted to Face-

book by a worker at the
restaurant notified them
of the sudden closure, also
not given any reason for
the closure.
La Senorita did not an-

swer phone calls from the
Morning Sun.

Restaurant
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was accidentally mixed
with cattle feed, which was
distributed throughout the
state casing havoc in the
dairy and cattle industries.
The mistake was not dis-

covered until a year later re-
sulting in thousands of cat-
tle being destroyed.
Testing also indicated

that more than 97 percent
of Michigan’s human pop-
ulation had detectable lev-
els on PBB in their blood,
which has been passed on
to future generations.
The plant was closed in

1978 but that was only the
beginning of what was to
come.
All of the facilities were

demolished and buried on
the property, and a slurry
wall and clay cap installed
in an effort to contain the
contaminants on the site.
It didn’t work.
Later studies indicated

the wall was leaking haz-
ardous chemicals into the
Pine River with others seep-
ing into the groundwater.
That’s how the EPA be-

came involved and resulted
in the formation of the task
force.
In 1999, the group

learned that Total Refinery
had been fined $13.5 mil-
lion for air pollution. It ap-
plied for a Supplemental En-
vironmental Project to have
Horse Creek. which crosses
Michigan Avenue near the
Evergreen Mobile Home
Park, cleaned up.
The U.S. Department of

Justice awarded the proj-
ect $6 million and also
gave $600,000 to the city
of Alma to pay for moving
Alma Iron and Metal from
off the banks of the Pine
River.
In 2001, the task force

filed a claim against Fruit
of the Loom after it learned
of the company’s connec-
tion to the Velsicol pollu-
tion, but a judge through
the case out of court.
“Next we wrote letters

to several federal agencies
about how money from the
Fruit of the Loom bank-
ruptcy should come to our
town for (the cleanup) of our
sites,” Keon said.
“In 2002, the DOJ de-

termined that many mil-
lions should go to each of

the Velsicol sites in Michi-
gan, Illinois, Tennessee and
New Jersey. Our sites were
awarded the biggest share,
and we later learned that
was done because we had
filed a claim and written
the detailed letters.
“Wewere supposed to get

$60 million. Velsicol and
FTL wiggled out of much
of that.”
When the task force

learned that Oxford Auto-
motive in Alma was filing
for bankruptcy the group
filed another claim.
“This time the judge

didn’t throw it out and
even offered us lawyers to
work with us pro bono,”
Keon said. “Oxford settled
with us for almost $100,000.
Thatmoneywent to the task
force and not for EPA.”
Since 1998, more than

$190million has been spent
on various cleanup projects
in the area. And there is still
much more to do.
In addition to the river,

plant site and Horse Creek,
others where work has al-
ready taken place or is on-
going include a radioac-
tive site between Brecken-
ridge and St. Louis along
Horse Creek, the “Burn

Pit” near the Hidden Oaks
golf Course in St. Louis, the
Smith Farm and former
Gratiot County Landfill,
both in Bethany Township,
replacement of the St. Louis
municipal water system, ex-
cavation of contaminated
sediment in a 12-block St.
Louis residential neighbor-
hood and the high school
athletic fields, and the Pine
River downstream from the
St. Louis dam.
Health studies for St.

Louis residents and former
plant employees are also in
the works.
Many of these won’t be

completed for years.
And the task force plans

to be around until its mis-
sion is finished, no matter
how long that might take.
“One of our biggest ac-

complishments is to remain
cohesive all these years,”
Keon said.
“A sociologist from

(Michigan State Univer-
sity) said it is a given that
groups formed around a
cause never last longer than
seven years. “People have
moved away, of course, and
died, and one or two have
quit, but most of us are still
active.”

Task Force
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call the police if touched.
He told police that his sus-
pected assailant knocked
the phone out of his hand.
The suspected assailant

then wrapped up the vic-
tim and smashed his head
against the window, open-
ing a gash in his forehead.
It was then that he began
to choke the victim, repeat-
edly asking him, “Do you
want to go to sleep?”
The victim said his as-

sailant held his forearm
across his throat and ap-
plied powerful, continu-
ous pressure, but that he
was able to tuck his chin in
between his attacker’s arm
and his throat. After two
or three minutes, the vic-
tim told police, the assail-
ant let him go and started
to pack his things. The vic-
tim said he called the po-
lice. Still, the victim told
police that after the attack,
he was dizzy and had trou-
ble standing.
Officer Joshua Theisen

of the Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice Department arrived
around the same time as
CMU Police Officer Killian
Frisch. Theisen said that
the victim was holding a
washcloth over a gash in
his forehead when he ar-
rived. He had the man sit
down and administer pres-
sure to stop the bleeding,
telling him that the ambu-
lance was en route. Police
also took a DNA sample

from the victim.
Awitness interviewed at

the scene by police agrees
with the victim’s account
on most of the details. The
witness, a 17-year-oldmale,
told police that he didn’t
think he could help the sit-
uation sohe stayedout of it.
At some point not made

clear in the police report,
the assailant left the apart-
ment. Officer Dale Hawks
with the Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice, another responding
officer, found prints in the
snow in hopes of finding
him.
The prints led him east

on Broomfield, where he
saw someonematching the
description given him by
Central Dispatch. Hawks
chased the figure, identify-
ing himself as a police offi-
cer and telling him to stop.
Hawks continued to

chase the figure, call-
ing him by name, until
he stopped in a yard on
Stockman Street. The sus-
pect advanced on Hawks,
ignoring his commands.
Hawks wrote in the report
that he grabbed the sus-
pect’s hands and spun him
around. The two struggled
until Officer Kurt Solmon-
son arrived and helped
Hawks subdue the suspect.
Even after he was cuffed,
Officer Solmonsonwrote in
his report that the suspect
refused to get into his car.
The suspect eventually re-
lented andwas taken to the
Isabella County Jail, where
he appeared intoxicated.
He was found to have a .08
BAC.

Arrest
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celebrate
Live music 8p-md

tallon weatherby band

dj mid-3am
pLus photobooth!

drink
muLtipLe bars
drink speciaLs

champagne toast

eat
appetizer buffet

8pm–9:30pm
pizza buffet

2am–3am

2.5 mi. W. of cMU on broomfield • Mt. Pleasant
www.riverwoodresort.com • 989-773-2695

ReseRve Now oN-LiNe oR 989-773-2695

nYe nO-taP bOWling event
doubLes—$65 per team: 4 games, nye buffet,

champage toast, shot caLLs. starts at 8:30 pm
Book eaRLy....soLd out Last 6 yeaRs

nYe faMilY PartY 5PM-7PM
$65 per Lane incLudes: 2 hrs unLtd gLow bowLing w/shoes

1 Lg 1-topping pizza    unLtd pop
7pm “baLL drop” w/sparkLing cider toast ReseRvatioN Req.

21+event “dress to impress”
$20 cover includes champagne toast, dancing, 2 buffets & Photobooth

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

On January 31st the Morning Sun will
feature photos of babies born in 2018.

All photos will be submitted by our readers.
Photos can be picked up at the

Morning Sun office after publication.

Baby’s Name __________

Birthdate ______________ Email

Parent(s) Name _________

Phone # _______________ City, State

Limit 1 photo per entry fee. We will not publish phone numbers or email.

If you would like to submit a photo, please send us the
form below along with a photo and a $25 entry fee by

MONdAy, JANuAry 21St to:
Morning Sun
Born in 2017

311 E Superior St, Alma MI 48801
Or

email a high-resolution color photo along with payment
information to: cterwilliger@michigannewspapers.com

For questions contact Cindy at:
989-779-6115 or at the above email.

Baby’s Name
Born Month 00, 2018

Parents: Parent & Parent Last Name

Born in 2018

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

Frederick r. “FriTz” reedeed

Remembering...

rEEd Frederick r. “Fritz” reed, age 59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monday, August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard university and the Ohio State

university Law School. during his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for development Specialists, Inc. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Jane; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) Kedik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) reed; mother-in-law, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John d. (dorothy) Williams and Barry J. (Philippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, david (Melissa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthew reed, Samuel

reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sarah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Colin (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (Lewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nephew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-nieces and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews; and many friends. Fritz was preceded in death

by his parents Carl r. and Marian Faler reed, brother david reed, brother-in-law

robert H. Prause, father-in-law James t. Williams and aunts and uncle Ellen ‘Susie’

reed, ruth reed (Warren) Calvert. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m. Wednesday at

SCHOEdINGEr NOrtHWESt CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger road. Private graveside

service and interment at Lithopolis Cemetery. A Memorial Service will be held at 1

p.m. thursday, August 30, 2007 at All Saints Lutheran Church, 6770 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be made to the Frederick r. reed Scholarship Fund at

the OSu Moritz College of Law, c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSu Moritz College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. Lutheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory. Visit www.schoedinger.com to send condolences

to his family. “Sign the online guestbook at www.dispatch.com/obituaries”

We will help you
create an obituary

to treasure for years
to come. Included

with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved

one’s obituary.
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By State Rep. James Lower 
 For The Herald

 PFAS, Flint, the Line 5 pipeline in the straits of Mackinac.
  These recent situations have shed light on how we protect Michigan’s water –

a precious natural resource that citizens drink, cook with, swim in and use to
clean themselves – from hazardous contaminants and unwanted material.
Dilapidated and failing Michigan septic systems are also a real and often
overlooked problem that jeopardizes public health. Many private, individual
systems are located near streams, rivers, ponds, lakes and wells.

 Each year, 5.2 billion gallons of raw septic waste ends up in Michigan water.
The Flat River and Pine River have been flagged for E. coli, making it unsafe
for recreational activity like swimming and fishing.

 That’s why I will continue to work on a plan going forward into the new
legislative term that would develop a uniform and cohesive statewide septic
code for Michigan. Our state’s towns, villages and counties are currently
forced to come up with a patchwork set of regulations on their own. Some are
doing an admirable and effective job while others are going too far or setting
priorities elsewhere, as there are only so many departmental bodies, hours
and dollars to go around at the local level.

 It is important to establish guidelines with concise language while featuring
the important aspect of local control. My proposal clearly defines what a
system failure is, adds education requirements for local health departments
and creates an online database for onsite wastewater systems that will
evaluate function level and allow for better tracking across the state. These are
centralized concepts that would be consistent statewide, but implementation
and enforcement will stay with local health departments through the public
health code. These changes would not add costs for homeowners.

 It is also essential to protect private property rights while also protecting our
water. The rights of homeowners should not be infringed upon, but with

Protecting Our Fresh Water While Preserving Private
Property Rights

Posted on Wednesday, January 2nd, 2019 and is filed under Columns. You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS
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improved methods of identifying and addressing failing or failed systems,
we’ll be able to pinpoint problems.

 There are two roads ahead in the future of Michigan’s natural resources – one
where we put forth thought-out, preventative measures for protection and
another in which we are discarding the idea of danger only to pay for it later. I
thank Governor Rick Snyder for his help on this issue and look forward to
working with Governor-elect Whitmer. This is not a partisan issue, but a
quality of life issue. I want to continue this conversation to help keep
Michigan residents healthy and raw sewage out of our water, while continuing
to uphold our state’s moniker of “Pure Michigan.” Let’s not let stuff fall
through the cracks – and I mean that very literally.
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ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
Multimedia journalist

Jim Horton, a Union Township
Republican,was named vice chair-
man of the Isabella County Board
of Commissioners at its organiza-
tional meeting last Wednesday
night. He takes a spot left tech-
nically vacant by the retirement
of David Ling, a Mount Pleasant
Democrat.
Ling didn’t actually vacate his

board officer’s position by retiring
from the county board. Board offi-
cers are elected by commissioners
at the start of the year, but given
Ling’s long service on the board
and respect his peers held him in
that it’s not a long-shot bet to say
that had he elected to serve an-
other term he would have been
named vice chairman for at least
another term.
Horton was re-elected in No-

vember in a tight race with Dem-
ocrat Jessica Lapp in the county’s

Horton
named county
vice chairman

LES ROSAN — FOR THE MORNING SUN

This image shows the Pine River at Cheesman Road shot in September of 2018.

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirsmedia.com

As expected, pollutants in the
Upper Pine RiverWatershed are
coming from both human and
animal sources.
The Healthy Pine River group

commissioned a study of the
area last year by Streamside
Ecological Services, an indepen-
dent company in Lowell.
The complete results will be

presented at a public forum set
for 7 p.m. Thursday at the Alma
Public Library.
The Gratiot County Conser-

vation District is serving as fis-
cal manager for the study, which
was paid for with federal grant
dollars.
Contaminants in the river are

coming from human, cattle and
swine, according to the report.
However, no pollutants from

horses were found.
The update will include in-

formation collected from a sur-
vey, during which stream banks,

wild land and farm property
were observed, cataloged and
enumerated.
Results of E.coli sampling,

which has been a problem in
many spots along the river, will
also be released.
Streamside Ecological Ser-

vices specializes in aquatic and
wetland biology. It has over 10
years of experience assisting
similar groups develop water-
shed plans.
The Upper Pine River from

St. Louis to Riverdale has been
sampled and studied by Alma
College faculty and students for
the past 15 years. More recently
theMichiganDepartment of En-
vironmental Quality has gotten

involved.
Just a year ago sampling by

the MDEQ showed that 12 of
the 13 tributaries of the Pine
River are contaminated above
acceptable levels of E.coli
bacteria.
Studies began when algae

blooms started choking off por-
tions of the river, which re-
sulted in an enormous increase
in E.coli levels, especially after
heavy rains.
On the testing scale, a level

of 300 is considered unsafe for
human contact. In some parts
of the river the levels are much
higher. One spot measured at
over 7,000 last June.
Some strains of E.coli produce

a powerful toxin that damages
the lining of the small intestine.
Honeyoye Creek near Alger

Road in Alma, Sugar Creek on
Cheesman Road between Alma
and St. Louis and Horse Creek
near the Evergreen Village Mo-
bile Home Park onMichigan Av-
enue have been some of the “hot
spots” where E.coli levels have
been high during the summer
months.
Although thus far there

has been no proof many sus-
pect faulty septic systems and
runoff from agricultural land
along the river are contributing
factors.
The MDEQ and the U.S En-

vironmental Protection Agency
will have to approve the water-
shed plan, Healthy Pine River
Chairman Gay Rayburn said in
a press release.
Once the group gets the OK

“we’ll be eligible for state and
federal grant money to help us
get the river back to the way it
should be,” he added.

GRATIOT

HEALTHY PINE RIVER GROUP
TO RELEASE STUDY RESULTS

ByAshley Schafer
aschafer@michigannewspapers.com

In hopes of awarding all avail-
able scholarships this spring, the
Mt. Pleasant Area Community
Foundation (MPACF) has made
it easier to apply and confirm el-
igibility for their scholarships.
With more than 100 scholar-

ships worth $118,250 to award, it

is theMPACF Scholarship Review
Committee’s goal to award 100
percent of the funds, said MPACF
ProgramOfficer Brittany Sherrill.
“Even one scholarship not be-

ing awarded is frustrating to us
because we know that there are
students who could utilize those
funds,” Sherrill said.
Each year, there are a few

scholarships that are never ap-

plied to, for various reasons Sher-
rill said. She said sometimes stu-
dents who have very specific ca-
reer goals, or who aren’t taking
conventional routes, think there
aren’t any scholarship opportu-
nities out there for them. This is
just not true, Sherrill said.
MPACF offers a range of schol-

arships that have varying eligibil-
ity criteria.

In the past, students had to de-
termine their own eligibility for
the MPACF scholarships, which
led to some students believing
they were ineligible for a schol-
arship that they were in fact eli-
gible for, Sherrill said.
To remedy the issue, the on-

line scholarship application sys-
tem was changed so that the sys-
tem automatically vets the appli-
cant for eligibility.
“It’s just another level of checks

and balances— just ensuring that
when a student is eligible for
something, they are 100 percent

aware of it,” Sherrill said.
Last year, MPACF awarded

more than $87,000 in scholar-
ships and according to its web-
site, generally one out of three
students who submit an applica-
tion receive a scholarship.
Most of MPACF’s available

scholarships are awarded to lo-
cal students whowill receive their
high school diplomas or GED cer-
tificates in the spring. However,
there are also opportunities for
students already enrolled in and
returning to higher education.

MID-MICHIGAN

Foundation’s scholarshipshavebeenmadeeasier to apply
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Mt. Pleasant Area Community Foundation looks to award
100 percent of funds, now determines student’s eligibility

Some details released, complete results to be presented at Thursday public forum

The updatewill include information
collected froma survey, duringwhich
streambanks, wild land and farm
propertywere observed, cataloged and
enumerated.

MPACF>>PAGE2

ISABELLACOUNTY

Takes the spot of retired
vice chairman David Ling

HORTON>>PAGE2

ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
Multimedia journalist

A Sterling Heights woman
pleaded guilty Monday after-
noon to abandoning a man she
was hired to take care of at a Mt.
Pleasant McDonald’s in a disori-
ented state with injuries on his
head, torso and elbow.
Noha Hamze, a 57-year-old

DHHS-paid caregiver, pleaded
guilty to 4th Degree Vulnerable
Adult Abuse for leaving Roger
Garza, a 78-year-old man requir-
ing constant attention, and going
back to Sterling Heights with no
plans to return for the man. At
the time on Sept. 17, Garza was
described as, “confused, unkempt
and injured.”
Mt. Pleasant police were called

to the Pickard Street McDon-
ald’s at around 6:30 a.m. Sept.
17, where they found Garza unat-
tended. A bandage was wrapped
around a head injury covered in
dried blood, and his torso was
sunburned. He was also sitting in

Sterling Heights
woman pleads
guilty to
abandoning man

ISABELLACOUNTY

HAMZE>>PAGE2

ASHOWER
High: Low:41 23 >> PAGE A3
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Shown is
today’s weather.
Temperatures are
today’s highs and
tonight’s lows.
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11+: Extreme

8-10: Very high
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Temperature

AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature®

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature,
wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body.

TODAY’SUV INDEX

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

REGIONALCITIES

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

The higher the
AccuWeather.com
UV Index™ number,
the greater the need
for eye and skin
protection.
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TODAY
41° 23° 28°

23°Mostly cloudy with a shower, perhaps snow
late. A couple of evening snow showers;

otherwise, low clouds tonight.

WEDNESDAY

29°
19°

Cloudy, breezy and colder
with snow showers

THURSDAY

27°
18°

Low clouds

FRIDAY

Overcast; snow at night

SATURDAY

32°
21°

Low clouds

SUNDAY

30°
22°

Clouds and sun with a
couple of flurries

Today Wednesday Today Wednesday

Adrian 48/25/sh 29/19/sf
Ann Arbor 47/23/sn 30/18/c
Battle Creek 45/22/sn 27/18/sf
Bay City 40/25/sn 29/19/c
Benton Harbor 43/24/c 26/21/sf
Boyne City 37/22/c 25/15/sf
Cheboygan 37/24/c 26/13/sf
Chicago 43/20/sh 24/14/c
Dayton 56/24/pc 29/21/c
Escanaba 35/17/sf 21/13/c
Fort Wayne 50/24/pc 29/22/sf
Houghton 32/14/sf 17/9/sf
Iron River 30/11/sf 15/6/sf
Jackson 46/22/sn 28/18/sf

Kalamazoo 45/24/sn 26/19/sf
Lafayette 48/20/s 27/13/pc
Lansing 43/22/sn 28/17/c
Marquette 31/17/sf 17/11/sf
Menominee 36/15/c 22/11/c
Milwaukee 42/18/pc 24/16/c
Monroe 50/26/sn 30/21/c
Muncie 52/24/pc 28/19/c
Muskegon 42/23/sn 27/21/sf
Niles 44/22/c 25/20/sf
Pontiac 44/23/sn 30/18/c
Sault Ste. Marie 36/23/c 24/2/sf
South Bend 44/22/pc 24/18/sf
Toledo 52/27/c 31/20/c

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019

HEATINGDEGREEDAYS

Yesterday through 4 p.m. ..................................... 32
Month to date (normal) ............................ 229 (293)
Season to date (normal) ...................... 2790 (2924)
Last season to date ........................................... 2910

Index of energy consumption indicating how many
degrees the average temperature was below 65 degrees
for the day with negative values counting as zero.

Snow
24 hours through 4 p.m. yest. ........................... 0.2”
Month to date (normal) .......................... 0.7” (2.6”)
Season to date (normal) .................... 14.9” (15.5”)

Precipitation

Temperatures
High/low ........................................................... 38/28
Normal high/low ............................................. 29/16
Record high ............................................... 59 in 2008
Record low .............................................. -11 in 2014

Saginaw through 4 p.m. yesterday

24 hours through 4 p.m. yesterday ................. 0.13”
Month to date (normal) ...................... 0.16” (0.44”)
Year to date (normal) ......................... 0.16” (0.44”)
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Health officials inMich-
igan are warning that a
virus that causes vomit-
ing, diarrhea and stom-
ach cramping is making
its rounds.
Michigan’s Health and

Human Services depart-
ment has identified in-
creases in norovirus activ-
ity, which often peaks dur-
ing the winter.
The viruses also can

cause low-grade fever,
headache, weakness and
muscle aches. Symptoms

can begin as early as 12
hours after exposure to the
virus or as late as 72 hours.
They usually last one to
three days. The state says
that in most cases, ill indi-
viduals fully recover with-
out medical attention.
Norovirus easily is

spread through food, by
person-to-person contact
or through contaminated
surfaces. Officials say fre-
quent hand-washing for at
least 20 seconds with soap
and warm running water
is the best way to limit the
spread of the norovirus.

— The Associated Press

State health officials
warn of increasing
norovirus activity

Michigan’s former
drinking water regulator
has pleaded no contest to
amisdemeanor in the Flint
water investigation.
It’s a break for Liane

Shekter Smith, who was
facing felony charges, in-
cluding involuntary man-
slaughter , in an investiga-
tion of Flint’s lead-tainted
water and a Legionnaires’
disease outbreak.
Smith pleaded no con-

test Monday to distur-
bance of a lawful meet-
ing and agreed to testify
against others, if neces-
sary. Special prosecutor

Todd Flood praised her
“candor and truthfulness.”
Defense attorney Brian
Morley says the case likely
will be dismissed in six to
12 months.
Seven people now have

resolved their cases with
misdemeanor pleas.
Flint’s water was con-

taminated with lead
when the city switched
sources in 2014 and didn’t
treat water to reduce
corrosion.
A former state health di-

rector and a state doctor
are awaiting trial on in-
voluntary manslaughter
charges related to a Le-
gionnaires’ outbreak that
was blamed on the water.

— The Associated Press

Another
misdemeanor
deal in Flint water
investigation

STATEBRIEFS

AMichiganman charged
with killing six strangers
between picking up rides
for Uber pleaded guilty to
murder on Monday, just
before attorneys were set
to interview jurors for his
trial.
Jason Dalton’s surprise

move camemore than three
years after shootings, which
occurred over the course a
few hours in and around
Kalamazoo. Dalton pleaded
guilty to murder and at-
tempted murder over his
attorney’s objections, trig-
gering a mandatory sen-
tence of life in prison with
no chance for parole.
“I’ve wanted to do this

for quite a while,” Dalton
told a judge.
After his arrest, police

quoted Dalton as saying
a “devil figure” on Uber’s
app was controlling him
on the day of the shoot-
ings. He was found compe-
tent to stand trial and last
week dropped an insanity
defense.

The 48-year-old Dalton
answered “yes” to a series
of questions onMonday, ad-
mitting that he shot eight
people at three locations.
Four women were killed in
the parking lot of a Cracker
Barrel restaurant, while a
man and his 17-year-old son
were fatally shot while look-
ing at cars in a dealer’s lot.
A girl who was 14 at the

time was shot in the head
during the restaurant
shooting but survived. An-

other womanwas injured in
a residential area.
Defense attorney Eusebio

Solis said he advised Dalton
not to plead guilty. But he
said his client wanted to
spare families more grief
during a trial.
“I’ve been practicing law

for 30 years and have never
pleaded to life in prison
without parole,” Solis said
outside court.

— The Associated Press

Man pleads guilty to sixmurders in 2016
STATE

MARK BUGNASKI — KALAMAZOO GAZETTE-MLIVE MEDIA GROUP VIA AP
MARKETPLACE

In this April 20, 2017photo, defendant Jason Dalton, left,
who is charged with killing six people in-between picking
up riders for Uber, stands with attorney Eusebio Solis
during a hearing in Kalamazoo.

Victims picked up for
Uber rides over the
course of a few hours

Demo c r a t i c G o v.
GretchenWhitmer onMon-
day signed a new directive
to prohibit LGBT-based dis-
crimination in state ser-
vices or by state contrac-
tors, replacing a narrower
order that her Republican
predecessor issued days be-
fore he left office.
Whitmer’s directive , like

one signed by Gov. Rick
Snyder in late December,
says state contracts, grants
and loans must include a
requirement that the con-
tractor or recipients not
discriminate against work-
ers or job applicants — in-
cluding by considering their
“sex,” which the Michigan
Civil Rights Commission

last year interpreted in the
state’s civil rights law to
include sexual orientation
and gender identity.
Her order, unlike Sny-

der’s, does not include an ex-
emption for religious orga-
nizations that receive state
money.
State government was al-

ready barred from discrim-
inating in employment, in-
cluding on the basis of a
person’s sexual orientation
and gender identity.
Whitmer’s order also

bans such discrimination
in the provision of state
services to the public and
directs department and
agency leaders to designate
an individual as an equity

and inclusion officer.
“This is a great thing that

she’s done. It’s really helped
take a big step forward to-
ward fair and equal treat-
ment for LGBT people,” said
Jay Kaplan, staff attorney
for the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Michigan’s
LGBT Project.
Kaplan said Snyder’s

short-lived directive was
“very problematic” be-
cause it allowed religious
employers doing business
with the state to discrim-
inate, including adoption
and foster care agencies
offering non-ministerial
services.

— The Associated Press

Whitmer bars LGBT discrimination, religious exemption

STATE
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Call now tomake an appointment!

888.376.8712
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From your local
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

On January 31st the Morning Sun will
feature photos of babies born in 2018.

All photos will be submitted by our readers.
Photos can be picked up at the

Morning Sun office after publication.

Baby’s Name __________

Birthdate ______________ Email

Parent(s) Name _________

Phone # _______________ City, State

Limit 1 photo per entry fee. We will not publish phone numbers or email.

If you would like to submit a photo, please send us the
form below along with a photo and a $25 entry fee by

MONdAy, JANuAry 21St to:
Morning Sun
Born in 2017

311 E Superior St, Alma MI 48801
Or

email a high-resolution color photo along with payment
information to: cterwilliger@michigannewspapers.com

For questions contact Cindy at:
989-779-6115 or at the above email.

Baby’s Name
Born Month 00, 2018

Parents: Parent & Parent Last Name

Born in 2018
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ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

At the parole hearing for Del-
mar Quezada Tuesday morning,
a picture emerged of a man with
a deeply troubled past, including
allegations that he was sexually
abused and who as a small child
was fed alcohol by a father who
forced him to fistfight other chil-
dren for sport.
Q u e z a d a

pleaded guilty to
s e c ond - deg r e e
murder in the 1974
death of 85-year-
old Hattie Swin-
dlehurst. He was
sentenced to life
in prison.
But, his chances

of leaving prison were put in peril
by a 2007 drug-smuggling charge
the proceeds fromwhichQuezada
said was used to pay off the credit
card debt of a wife he is divorc-
ing, according to people attending
Tuesday’s hearing uponwhose ac-
counts this story is based.

MT. PLEASANT

Dark roots of
grisly crime
laid bare at
parole hearing

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

The Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality is requir-
ing the city of Ithaca to cleanup a
former landfill a couple of miles
west of town.
The site, located behind the

Gratiot County Animal Shelter at
2675 W. Washington Rd., was op-
erational from the 1960s through
the 1970s and is still owned and
maintained by the city.
City officials were informed in a

letter from the agency that it “con-
siders the city of Ithaca responsi-
ble for the contamination.”
Groundwater samples collected

on the property were above ge-
neric cleanup criteria and screen-
ing levels for perfluorooctanic
acid and perfluorooctane sul-
fonic acid.
Both are part of the PFAS fam-

ily of chemicasl and are consid-
ered “hazardous substances” un-
der the Environmental Remedia-
tion of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act,
the letter stated.
It went on to say the concentra-

tion of those chemicals make is a

GRATIOT

MDEQ to require
Ithaca to cleanup
former landfillPHOTOS BY ASHLEY SCHAFER — MORNING SUN

Snow Snake Ski and Golf, located in Harrison, hosts a variety of winter and summer activities including winter tubing, fat-tire biking, skiing,
snowboarding and zip-lining.

ByAshley Schafer
aschafer@michigannewspapers.
com

After closing Monday and
Tuesday due to rain and warm
weather, Snow Snake Ski and
Golf reopened Wednesday in-
viting guests to tube, ski and
snowboard on its snow hills.
The ski resort, located at

3407 E. Mannsiding Road in
Harrison, typically hosts its
winter season from mid-De-
cember to mid-March.
However, this season

they were open the day af-
ter Thanksgiving, said John
Cleary, general manager at
Snow Snake.
Since opening in late No-

vember, the ski hill has had to
close about five different days
due to warmweather and rain,
Cleary said.
Despite the hindrance,

Cleary said he believes the
warm weather has had a posi-
tive effect on turnout this year,
after seeing good size crowds
around Christmas.

Clare resident and snow-
boarder Kenny Wood said
there are pros and cons to the
warm weather.
Warmer temperatures can

be beneficial for novice ski-
ers and snowboarders during
the day because the hills aren’t
as slick and the riders will go
slower, Wood said.
However, he said warm tem-

peratures can cause imperfec-
tions across the hills that will
throw riders off balance ev-
ery once in a while — some-
thing he and his friend Trevor
Richardson jokingly said “they
learned the hard way.”
“As far as the quality of the

snow goes, last year was just
a lot better because it was an
extremely cold winter,” Wood
said.
“And the colder it is, the

better quality the snow is, es-
pecially when (Snow Snake)
makes it as well.”
But Cleary said last year,

between Christmas and New
Years Day, the cold weather

HARRISON

SURVIVING A BALMY
WINTER AT SNOW SNAKE

ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Progress in the IanElliott sexual
assault case once again proved to
be as swift asmolasses in themid-
dle of a January freeze Thursday
afternoon.
A preliminary examination that

was scheduled to takeplacewas in-
stead put off until Feb. 11.
The state’s assistant attorney

general arguing the case asked
for a two-day preliminary exam,
stacked on top of a hearing re-

quested by defense attorney Joe
Barberi regarding some of thewit-
nesses the statewants to bring. So,
thepreliminary examcould stretch
out over two days.
That’s compared towhatwasde-

scribed as a couple of hours when
Elliott hadhis original preliminary
exam to face the same charges by
the Isabella County Prosecutor
early last year.
Thursday’s examwas truncated

because Chief Judge Eric Janes
said that he expected the state to
ask him to recuse himself from the
case and that regardless ofwhether

he did he said he didn’t think it
would be fair for both sides to pre-
pare for a hearing that might not
take place.
So, he set aside 15 minutes to

discuss the case before a 2 p.m.
appointment with County Ad-
ministrator Margaret McAvoy
announced on his courtroom
schedule.
The case has grown since the

state took it over and filed a mo-
tion to re-file the original charges
dropped by the county. At a sched-
uled hearingDec. 3 to rule on that,
Assistant Attorney General Brian

Kolodjiez said that if allowed to
speak before a judge he had dra-
matic news to share. He never did.
Every judge in Isabella County that
day recused themselves fromhear-
ing the case.
When brought before Visit-

ing Circuit Court Judge Kimberly
Booher ofMecosta County onDec.
18, Kolodjiez said that his investi-
gation found evidence that Rachel
Wilson, the woman who has come
forward as Elliott’s accuser, was
not Elliott’s first victim.
Two other people, referred to as

Witness Four and Witness Five,

were added to the criminal com-
plaint filed against Elliott. Al-
though therewas some speculation
that newaccusersmightmeannew
charges, that isn’t the case.
Instead, the new witnesses are

intended to give testimony that
Kolodziej argues in the amended
complaint will demonstrate that
Wilson’s accusations against El-
liott aren’t the matter of a misun-
derstanding between two college
studentswhohave casual sex. That
is the narrative that Barberi has so
far argued in Elliott’s defense.

ISABELLACOUNTY

Elliott preliminary exampostponed until Feb. 11
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A few skiers rest at the bottom of the hill at Snow Snake Ski and
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Joy Clara Green, 71, of
Mt. Pleasant, passed
away Tuesday, January
8, 2019, at Covenant
Hospital in Saginaw,
Michigan. A Funeral
Mass for Joy will be
celebrated at 2 p.m.
Monday, January 14,
at Sacred Heart Catho-
lic Church with Father
Loren Kalinowski as
celebrant. Burial will
follow at Calvary Cem-
etery. The family will
receive friends at the
church on Monday

from 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. Those planning an expres-
sion of sympathy may wish to consider Sacred
Heart Church. Envelopes will be available at the
church or at Charles R. Lux Family Funeral Home.
Joy was born December 21, 1947, in Mt. Pleasant,
daughter of the late Arnold and Dorotha (Bristow)
Schohl. A 1965 graduate of Sacred Heart Acad-
emy, Joy married Arthur Green II on April 9, 1983,
at Sacred Heart Church. Joy was a good wife and
a caring mother and grandmother. She enjoyed
knitting, crocheting and using her computer. She
was a lifelong member of Sacred Heart Parish, the
catholic daughters, and a member of the VFW la-
dies auxiliary. Joy leaves behind her husband,
Arthur; three children, Jessica (Mark) Deumhamer
of Clare, Laura Green (Rocky McQueen) of Remus
and Arthur Green III of Ypsilanti; grandson, Rocky
McQueen Jr.; brother, Edward Schohl of Shepherd;
and brother in-law, Charles Green. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; and sister, Coresa
Schohl in 2015. To leave a condolence for the fam-
ily or to sign the online guest book please visit:

www.CharlesRLux.com

GREEN, JOY CLARA (SCHOHL)

kept attendance num-
bers down and Owner Jeff
Brockway agreed that be-
low freezing temperatures
can be worse for business
than rain.
What also affects busi-

ness, Brockway said, is
lack of snowfall and bar-
ren backyards.
“It’s hard to get peo-

ple to come out (to Snow
Snake) when they don’t see
any snow in their back-
yard,” Brockway said.
To make up for the lack

of snowfall, Snow Snake
runs up to 32 snow-mak-

ing machines at once, uti-
lizing water pressure and
electricity to make fluffy
white crystals suitable for
skiing and snowboarding.
Making snow, Cleary

said, is an essential part
of the industry, and the
colder it is, the faster they
can make it.
“Everyone is more in

the mood for winter when
there’s snow,” Cleary said.
In addition to their

hills, Snow Snake offers
winter fat-tire biking and
a bar and grill lounge that
overlooks the ski hills.
For more information

about Snow Snake, hours
and pricing, you can visit
snowsnake.net or call
(989) 539-6583.
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site regulated by the act and
“steps are required to clean
up the contamination.”
As a “liable party” the

MDEQ sent the city a list of
requirements it must com-
ply with. Those include:
Taking measures to con-

tain or remove contamina-
tion sources.
Identifying and elimi-

nating any threat of fire or
explosion or direct contact
hazards.
Notifying theMDEQ and

affected neighbors if con-
tamination has migrated
off the property.
Delineating the extent of

the contamination.
Undertaking cleanup of

the contamination.
“While theMDEQ under-

stands that parties my self-
implement response activi-
ties, it appears that the city
of Ithaca has not voluntarily

complied with the provi-
sions of (the Act),” the let-
ter stated.
“Since environmental

contamination is present
on the property the city of
Ithaca also has a responsi-
bility as the owner or oper-
ator of the property to take
certain measures, com-
monly called due care, to
ensure that existing con-
tamination on the property
does not cause unaccept-
able risks and is not exacer-
bated,” the letter continued.

Michigan’s cleanup stan-
dard for groundwater used
for drinking water is 70
parts per trillion of PFASs.
Five of the eight MDEQ

test sites at the former
landfill showed PFAS lev-
els above 100 parts per tril-
lion or more, with one hav-
ing 7,300 parts per trillion.
On the positive side, fol-

lowup tests conducted by
the agency of 13 residential
wells near the site showed
“non-detect” levels for PFAS.
In his city council re-

port last week City Man-
ager Chris Yonker said the
city “will likely be confer-
ring with an environmen-
tal consultant to assist with
complying with provisions”
of the law.
If the city believes it can-

not afford to pay for reme-
dation of the property or
other required work it can
apply for a “financial valua-
tion” from the MDEQ.
That includes supplying

the agency with “financial
statements, bond prospec-

tuses and budgets for fund
expenditures for the past
three years,” the MDEQ let-
ter stated.
The city staff is in the

process of gathering the re-
quested documents for the
agency to review, Yonker
said.
However, “there is no

guarantee” the city will re-
ceive funding assistance
from the MDEQ, he added.
The city has until Jan. 26

to submit the requestedma-
terials.

Dump
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That drug smuggling
scheme involved Quezada’s
wife putting balloons filled
with drugs into her mouth
and passing them to him
during a kiss. He would
swallow the balloons, sell-
ing some of the drugs to
other inmates while keep-
ing some of the marijuana
for his own use.
Isabella County Prose-

cutor Dave Barberi told Ri-
cardo Moore, the Parole
Board’s representative at
the hearing, this demon-
strated that while he said
he entered prison as an an-
gry, substance-abusing 16
year old that even as he
matured that he was will-
ing to break laws. This was
in conflict with the image
Quezada presented of him-
self as a man who has re-
pented of the one thing he
most regretted, murdering
85-year-old Hattie Swindle-
hurst.
In an exchange of text

messages Thursday morn-
ing, Barberi said that his
argument was built on four
criteria: Has Quezada re-
formed, his behavior be-
hind bars, his ability to as-
similate if released and the
risk that he will re-offend.
His answer?
“Essentially I said the risk

of his release outweighs the
gain,” he wrote. He also said
that in the original agree-
ment, that the life sentence

was intended tomeanwith-
out parole.
Fifteenmembers of Swin-

dlehurst’s family attended
Tuesday’s hearing to oppose
Quezada’s parole, according
to Madonna Finney, Swin-
dlehurst’s great-grand-
daughter and one of the
witnesses who gave an ac-
count of the hearing’s pro-
ceedings.
Only a few feet separated

Quezada from his victim’s
family. They listened to
him describe his crime; he
listened to them tell a pa-
role board representative
why they thought he should
stay in prison.
Finney, who followed

Quezada’s time behind
bars as a registered crime
victim, was one of the peo-
ple who spoke out against
the parole. She said she
found Quezada’s story to
be a whitewashing of the
night in August 1974 when
hewent to her house to steal
but ultimately that ended in
Swindlehurst’s grisly mur-
der. She also said she didn’t
feel that Quezada took full
responsibility for what he
did.
Two people spoke on be-

half of Quezada, a nephew
named Leo Hall and fam-
ily friend Lanette Zaleski,
who said she plans to rent
a trailer in mid-Michigan
to Quezada if he is paroled.
Hall, 44, was born after
the Swindlehurst murder
but told Moore that as a
Christian he believes that
everyone deserves second
chances, according to peo-

ple present.
Quezada told Moore that

he has earned that second
chance, having put behind
him not just his crimes but
a dark history filled with
rage fueled by abuse and
substance abuse, according
to people present.
Alcohol featured early in

Quezada’s life.
He toldMoore that his fa-

ther gave him his first taste
at age 5 and by 7 it was a
regular thing in his life.
Around the same time, he
said that his father would
take him from the home
for fights that pitted small
children against other small
children.
Around the same period,

a stepbrother entered the
picture, who Quezada said
molested him.
Quezada began commit-

ted crimes,mostly involving
theft but sometimes turning
violent.
That peaked in 1973

when he and a handful
of other young teens con-
spired to assault and mur-
der awoman namedMinnie
Bower so they could steal
money from her. Quezada’s
job was to toss a rug over
her, but when she resisted
the boys fled.
In February 1974,

Quezada robbed a local 7-11
with a loaded .22he got from
his sister’s friend. After div-
vying up the alcohol and
money they got, Quezada
fled the state. When he re-
turned later in themonth, he
was arrested and sent to a
boys camp in Brighton.

During an employee
party that August in a Mc-
Donald’s he fled and hitch-
hiked back to Mt. Pleas-
ant, where he was caught
and when in the process
of being returned escaped
again, this time coming to
his sister’s house on Arnold
Street, people present said
that Quezada told Moore.
Across from them was Hat-
tie Swindlehurst’s house.
While staying at the

house, Quezada said he
committed petty crimes
and drank.
Quezada said he drank

all day on the 26th, and be-
tween 9 and 10 p.m. went
across the street to rob
Swindlehurst’s home.
Swindlehurst surprised

him, he said, and told him
that if he didn’t leave she
would call the police. He
grabbed her and strangled
her and eventually knocked
her unconscious. He cut her
wrists open and she bled to
death.
He went back to his sis-

ter’s house, covered in
blood and after telling her
that he’d killed Swindlehu-
rst, showered. He woke up
the next morning to police
swarming Swindlehurst’s
yard and asked to borrow
Janet Vorce’s car.
They drove to Atlanta

and then to Pasadena, Ca-
lif., where police caught
him.
Quezada said that he’s

put all of this behind him
and that if allowed to leave
prison would move into a
trailer near Rosebushwhere

hewould attendmeetings of
substance abuse groups and
church. He also said he’d
like to assist elderly people
with security issues.
Finney said that while

she harbors no resentment
to members of his fam-
ily, that statement nearly
caused her to fall onto the
floor.
Her family isn’t his only

hurdle. Barberi’s objection
to his release prompted
the state’s attorney gen-
eral to also come out in op-
position to his parole. His
prison misconduct record
includes 16 major offenses,
all of them on drug charges.
Themost serious is the 2007
smuggling charge.
No decision on his parole

wasmade Tuesday. Instead,
Moore will take what he
learned back to the full pa-
role board for a vote in the

coming months. A majority
vote either way will decide
Quezada’s fate.
Regardless, Tuesday’s

hearing provided Finney
with a sense of closure.
“I feel like I did what I

had to do for my grandma
and my family,” she said.
She said presenting her case
before Moore was emotion-
ally trying but that ulti-
mately it left her feeling as
if a big weight were lifted
from her.
It might not be perma-

nent, she said. If Quezada
is denied parole this time,
it’s possible that he’ll be el-
igible again in five years
and that she’ll have to once
again share her story.
Efforts to contact Leo

Hall, Quezada’s nephew
who spoke in favor of his
uncle’s parole, were not suc-
cessful.
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The hearing scheduled
before the February prelim-
inary exam is about those
two witnesses.
One mystery that Janes

sought to clear up Thurs-
day was just why he recused
himself from hearing the
motion to re-file charges on
Dec. 3. Of the four Isabella
County judges, he was the
only one whose reason was
not known.
Minutes before argu-

ments were supposed to
start, Circuit Court Judge
Mark Duthie was the first of
the four to pull himself off

the case. He said that infor-
mal conversations he’d had
with Barberi between the
Oct. 11 publication of a vic-
tims’ account story in Cen-
tral Michigan LIFE, CMU’s
student newspaper, and the
state’s attorney general re-fil-
ing charges had made him
ineligible to rule.
The matter was shifted

over to the courtroomof Cir-
cuit Court Judge Paul Cham-
berlain, who also recused
himself. Although he made
nopublic statement, after ev-
eryone left the courtroom,
Barberi was asked about it.
He made the “yak-yak-yak”
gesture with one hand and
said that Chamberlain said
that he’d overheard an out-
burst about the case from

Larry King, the former Is-
abella County prosecuting
attorney originally charged
with bringing the case.
WilliamErvin,whoretired

last month as the county’s
probate judge, also removed
himself from consideration.
Although probate judges

don’t normally address crim-
inal matters, Isabella Coun-
ty’s unified courtmeans they
sometimes do. Ervin was
said to have talked about the
case with students in a class
he was teaching at Central
Michigan University.
Janes on Thursday said

that he had to recuse him-
self from the case because
he was the judge who’d origi-
nally bound the case over for
trial afterapreliminaryexam

last yearconcerning thesame
charges but being brought by
the county prosecutor.
After the case was sent to

trial, Barberi filed a motion
to essentially overturn that
decision. Janes said Thurs-
day that he didn’t feel that
it would be right for him
to hear a motion to re-file
charges while there was a
motion still on the table to
throw those charges out.
The charges Elliott faces

are new charges, filed by the
state’s attorney general Dec.
20. Elliott was arraigned on
them on Dec. 21.
Elliott faces two charges

of criminal sexual conduct,
third degree, and one count
of assault to commit sexual
penetration.

Elliott
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ByMarthaMendoza and
YananWang
The Associated Press

A U.S. supplier of T-shirts
and other team apparel to
college bookstores cut its ties
Wednesday with a Chinese
company that drew workers
from an internment camp
holding targeted members
of ethnic minority groups.
In recent years, authori-

ties in the far west Chinese
region of Xinjiang have de-
tained an estimated 1 mil-
lion Uighurs and Kazakhs
in heavily-secured facilities
where detainees say they
are ordered to renounce
their language and religion
while pledging loyalty to
the China’s ruling Commu-
nist Party.
Lastmonth anAssociated

Press investigation found
theChinese government had
also started forcing somede-
tainees to work inmanufac-
turing and food industries.
The investigation tracked

recent shipments from one
such factory, the privately-
owned Hetian Taida Ap-
parel, located inside an in-
ternment camp, to Badger
Sportswear, a leading sup-
plier in Statesville, North
Carolina.
In a statement posted

to its website, Badger said

Wednesday it will no lon-
ger do business with Hetian
Taida, nor import any goods
from the same region “given
the controversy around do-
ing business” there.
“Furthermore,wewill not

ship any product sourced
fromHetian Taida currently
in our possession,” the com-
pany said, adding that the
supplier accounted for about
1 percent of Badger’s total
annual sales.
Repeated calls to He-

tian Taida’s chairman, Wu
Hongbo, rang unanswered
Wednesday.
In aprevious conversation

with the AP, Wu said while
Hetian Taida was located in
the same compound as one
camp that the government
calls a “vocational skills ed-
ucation and training cen-
ter,” Hetian Taida was not
involved in the camp’s ac-
tivities.
However, Wu said his

company employed 20 to 30
“trainees” from the center as
part of the region’s efforts to
alleviate poverty.
Asked about the case,

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Lu Kang said
Thursday that while the
ministry doesn’t generally

comment on individual busi-
ness decisions, Badger ap-
peared to have been acting
on “misinformation.”
The vocational training

centers in Xinjiang are “to-
tally different from so-called
forced labor,” Lu said, refer-
ring further questions on the
camps to statements made
by the regional government,
which maintains that the
centers help poor Uighurs
gain employable skills. “It’s
a tragedy for that business,”
Lu said.
Universities stockingBad-

ger clothing began pulling
items from their shelves and
websites after the report ap-
peared in December.
Hetian Taida was cer-

tified as complying with
good business practices by
Worldwide Responsible Ac-
credited Production, which
sent an auditor to a differ-
ent Hetian Taida facility,
not the one inside the in-
ternment camp.
That factory “is not en-

gaged in the use of forced
labor,” WRAP and Bad-
ger concluded. But Badger
added that “historical docu-
mentation provided by He-
tian Taida regarding their
prior facility was insuffi-
cient to conclude with cer-
tainty” that it had met Bad-
ger’s sourcing standards.

NATION

Apparel firm cuts ties to Chinese factory
that drew staff from internment camp

CCTV VIA AP VIDEO, FILE

Muslim trainees work in a garment factory at the Hotan
Vocational Education and Training Center in Hotan,
Xinjiang, northwest China.
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By Michael MacDonald
 Herald Editor

 The discovery of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances in drinking water
supplies across the state in the past year has given local municipalities their
fare share of headaches.

  And while the city of Ithaca’s four drinking wells were deemed clear of
possessing the man-made chemicals following summer testing by the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, a dose of Tylenol should be
in order for city officials.

 Early last month, through a letter received by city hall on December 12, the
state agency informed Ithaca that they would be on the hook for cleanup
efforts at a shuttered city landfill which contains high amounts of the
chemicals commonly referred to as PFAS.

 In the fall of 2017, the Mid-Michigan District Health Department and MDEQ
were alerted to possibly contaminated tannery waste dumped at the landfill by
Wolverine World Wide when the company operated a factory in the city. The
shoe manufacturer used 3M Scotchguard, a stain and water repellant laden
with PFAS, to waterproof their leather products. The company shutdown their
Ithaca plant in the early 1980s.

 2018 testing of the landfill, which was operational in the 1960s through the
1970s, showed the presence of PFAS in surface water, leading to further
testing of 12 residential drinking wells that pull their supply from a nearby
aquifer. Test results came back negative for PFAS in those wells, and MDEQ
determined that the chemicals were not migrating from the landfill.

 Ithaca city council members breathed a sigh of relief upon receiving the news,
as scientific studies have linked PFAS exposure to adverse health outcomes in
humans. The most-studied PFAS chemicals are PFOA and PFOS, acronyms
for perfluorooctanoic acid and perfluorooctane sulfonate, respectively. Those
toxic chemicals were discovered at the landfill.

 The Environmental Protection Agency has set a Lifetime Health Advisory level
for exposure to PFOA and PFOS at 70 parts per trillion. One monitoring well
at the landfill registered 100 times the recommended amount, testing at 7,300
parts per trillion.

 Studies indicate that PFOA and PFOS can cause reproductive and
developmental, liver and kidney, and immunological effects in laboratory
animals. Both chemicals have caused tumors in animals. According to the
EPA, the most consistent findings are increased cholesterol levels among
exposed populations, with more limited findings related to low infant birth
weights, effects on the immune system, cancer and thyroid hormone
disruption.

 The most common exposure to the chemicals, according to health officials, is
through ingestion. PFAS do not break down in the environment and can move
easily into water supplies and soil.

 In their letter to the city, MDEQ informed Ithaca that agency is holding them
liable for the contamination and has mandated the city to remediate the
landfill of the chemicals, either by removement or containment.
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Currently the city is seeking the advice of an environmental consultant to
decide what the appropriate course of action should be.

 “There are a couple options available,” said Ithaca city manager Chris Yonker.
“We can excavate the site and send the toxic waste to a landfill in Detroit, or
we can cap and line it. Both are expensive options.”

 Per their correspondence, MDEQ has requested an initial remediation plan be
sent to them from the city within 45 days of receipt of their letter. Last Friday,
Yonker said that he was working on getting the agency the requested
documentation by this week.

 Knowing that remediation of the landfill could be a financial burden on the
city, MDEQ indicated that Ithaca could be eligible for aid under a financial
valuation. It was unclear to Yonker what amount of money would be available
from the agency, but his staff was working on providing financial statements
to MDEQ to show the hardship paying for the cleanup efforts would entail.

 Another option available to Ithaca for potential funding of landfill
remediation would be to join a federal lawsuit filed by MDEQ against
Wolverine World Wide in January of 2018. MDEQ claims that Wolverine
improperly handled waste disposal so that it resulted in the release of toxic
chemicals which may present an imminent and substantial endangerment to
human health and the environment.

 In order to become a party of MDEQ’s lawsuit, Ithaca would have to prove
that Wolverine did in fact dump their tannery waste into their landfill.

 According to Yonker, former Ithaca mayor and current Gratiot County
Commissioner George Bailey had worked for Wolverine when the landfill was
operational. Yonker said that Bailey remembers taking leather scraps to the
landfill for the company as an employee.

 Yonker was not sure if Bailey’s anecdotal evidence would be enough to
become a party to MDEQ’s lawsuit, and said that the city is busy trying to find
accompanying documentation to link the company.

 “We went through all of our city council meetings from the 1960s and 1970s
and there wasn’t any mention of the landfill,” said Yonker. “If the city gave
Wolverine permission to dump there, I’m guessing it was probably a word of
mouth agreement.”

 Convoluting matters, Yonker said, is the fact that no current city officials were
around when the landfill was operational.

 According to Yonker, there are antiquated city files in boxes in the bowels of
city hall with minimal labeling. He intends to go through them to see if he can
dig up any documentation related to Wolverine and the landfill.

 Yonker believes the landfill, located two miles west of downtown on
Washington Road, was created in the mid 1960s, sometime around
construction of the highway. State officials utilized sand from the site to help
build portions of U.S. 127.

 At that time, no federal or state regulations existed for landfills, and Yonker
thinks city officials turned the sand pit into a dumping ground.

 Yonker said that if there is a good side to this debacle, it is that city water is
not contaminated with PFAS. Conversely, however, is the bad side, which
could leave Ithaca footing the entire bill of remediation, whatever that might
be.

 “We will have to check our general fund to see what the city can afford,” said
Yonker. “This could turn into a situation where we might have to try for an
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environmental bond. We are paying for the sins of our past. We didn’t do it,
but we allowed somebody to. Ultimately we are responsible.” 
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DAVID OWENS

Township Supervisor Resigns Amid Trying Period

By Rosemary Horvath
 Herald Staff Writer

 Between the Jan. 9 Seville Township Board of Trustees meeting and the Jan.
10 township Planning Commission meeting, Dave Owens announced his
resignation as supervisor, effective immediately.

  The supervisor of two years submitted a letter of resignation the night of the
planning commission meeting although he was not present. However, the
letter must formally come before the township board to accept.

 “The stress of this job was getting to me,” he said in a Jan. 11 phone interview,
explaining the pressures of the position mounted, rather than lessened.

 “I wasn’t able to sleep or eat before or after meetings. My health is more
important than anything going on in Seville Township.”

 Owens expressed disappointment for letting his supporters down. He topped
a 3-person race at the August 2016 primary after members of the previous
long-serving board did not seek re-election.

 Elected with Owens were Terresa Frisbie as clerk, Ashlee Gibson as treasurer,
Marlin Brush and Tish Mallory as trustees. Mallory also is on the planning
commission.

 Owens’s interest in political office wasn’t based on a personal agenda, he said.
“My only goal was to do the best for people of Seville Township.”

 Right from the start, it seemed trouble brewed for the new township board.
 Beyond a few lawsuits over zoning violations that were ultimately settled and

a Freedom of Information request worth years of board meetings, a fire and
rescue millage had expired during the prior board’s tenure and payments had
been allocated from the general fund for several years.

 Owens led the campaign for a new millage to run five years to cover payments
for fire and rescue services and to pay the township’s share of a rescue truck.
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He views passage of the millage as an achievement along with the board
establishing a new planning commission that has been working on zoning
ordinances.

 One board action approved relates to medical marijuana availability in the
township.

 However, the animosity stemming from a wind ordinance proposed a few
months ago has been an aggravation.

 “I didn’t get grief personally,” Owens said, “but I felt it should have been a no-
brainer. It’s the same cotton-pickin’ ordinance that everyone else in the
county uses.”

 Seville Township isn’t scheduled to have any wind turbines built. It had been
considered when developer Invenergy planned a wind farm stretching from
Pine River Township in Gratiot County and Coe Township in Isabella County.

 A township is required to have a wind ordinance before being considered.
Opponents and supporters have packed planning commission meetings. The
uproar forced the township board to reject the ordinance and lay the
groundwork for starting anew.

 A second joint meeting with the two bodies is set for Jan. 31.
 Owens in recent weeks has been dealing with a compliance directive from the

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality ordering the township to
produce a long-term strategy to eliminate sewage discharges to the Pine River
and an adjacent tributary by Jan. 18. This targets the Riverdale area primarily.

 “It’s been a gigantic headache for years,” acknowledged Owens. “But
something has got to be done. You can’t hook your septic to the Pine River.”

 Water samples during 2018 showed high levels of Fecal Coliforms and E. coli
that is consistent with failing on-site septic systems, the letter stated.

 It went on to state rehabilitation or replacement of individual on-site disposal
systems would not be feasible due to the lot sizes and high-water table. Plus,
there are too many failed systems.

 MDEQ’s Water Resources Division went on to suggest a community-wide
solution.

 The Mid-Michigan District Health Department has been working with
property owners in Riverdale to empty septic tanks routinely. Owens noted
that the household income in the area is low for most, so the plan was to apply
for all the state and federal dollars possible.

 He talked to state and federal officials in recent weeks to learn what options
are available.

 The township paid for a study some years ago to analyze the costs of a sanitary
sewer system “but the cost for each household would be more than some
houses were worth,” Owens said.

 “The township needs more time before it comes up with a long-term plan,” he
added.

 Owens retired 16 years ago from the Michigan House of Representatives after
33 years as the sergeant of arms. He has been a shepherd and professional
sheep shearer for 33 years.

 “The stress has been building for a while,” he said of his tenure as supervisor.
“I wasn’t able to handle it. It’ll be a long time before I go to another township
meeting.”

 According to the book Managing the Modern Michigan Township, the
township board officially accepts a letter of resignation and has 45 days from
the date of the vacancy to appoint a successor to fill out the unexpired term
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which, in this case, is two years.
 Township resident Linda Harrell who has been a faithful meeting attendee

was caught by surprise learning of Owens’ resignation. “I’m surprised and
saddened,” she said. “He did his level best. I think it is very unfortunate he felt
that way but you have to do what is best for you.”  
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By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

The weeks-long government
shutdown has not yet had an
adverse impact on the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy’s cleanup at the former Vel-
sicol Chemical Co. plant site in
St. Louis.
Work on a portion of the 54-

acre parcel known as Area 1
wrapped up late last year with
about 56,000 pounds of con-
tamination being removed.
An above ground vapor and

water treatment system remain
on the property in prepara-
tion for remediation of Area 2,
which is set to begin in March.
“So far so good. We have’t ex-

perienced any hardship,” Pine
River Superfund Citizens Task
Force Secretary Jane Keon

GRATIOT

Shutdown
not impacting
St. Louis EPA
cleanup — yet

By Ashley Schafer
aschafer@michigannewspapers.com

In honor of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, the Mt. Pleasant
Discovery Museum hosted a kids
craft workshop and book read-
ing for young children in the
area.
The event was designed to

give young kids an idea of why
we celebrate MLK Day and how
they can make small differences
to better the world.
Ericka Pauly, event and mar-

keting director at the museum,
started the Jan. 21 workshop by
reading “I Have a Dream” by Ka-
dir Nelson to a small group of
kids.
“Martin Luther King Jr. had

this dream about everyone get-
ting along and working to-

MT. PLEASANT

MLK Jr.
Day at
Discovery
Museum

ByAshley Schafer
aschafer@michigannewspapers.com

Temperatures hovered
around 10 degrees Fahrenheit,
yet the sun shone brightly on
themass of people whomarched
through Central Michigan Uni-
versity campus on Jan. 21 in
honor of Martin Luther King
Jr.
As a federal holiday, Martin

Luther King Jr. Day falls on the
third Monday in January every
year to celebrate the life and
achievements of the great civil
rights leader.
Today, students and area res-

idents gathered to march in
honor of the late King Jr. and to
celebrate diversity.
The march was originally set

to take a loop around campus
before ending downtown Mt.
Pleasant, however the route was
shortened due to weather.

At 3 p.m. a flood of people
exited Bovee University Cen-
ter, carrying banners, flags and
signs with various messages.
The group marched towards
south campus and looped back
around, ending at Finch Field-
house.
Among the crowd were stu-

dents, educators, Mt. Pleasant
residents, CMU’s new president,
Robert Davies and Mid Michi-
gan College’s president, Chris-
tine Hammond.
Once inside there was a

short ceremony that included
speeches from Emely Javier and
Matthew Johnson and a song by
trio KelseyMiller, MatthewWil-
liams and Essence Simmons.
Javier, a graduate student

studying speech-language pa-
thology, gave the first speech.
She said when she was first
asked to give a speech, she was
unsure what to say.

“As a woman of color, I could
go on about how the odds are
stacked against me,” Javier said.
“But I want to take this speech
in a different way, on a differ-
ent course that will resonate
with us college students a little
bit more.”
Throwing in an occasional

line or two of Spanish and quot-
ing King Jr., her message was
this: be the best of whatever
you are.
“I do know, if anything, we

have to fight to find our pur-
pose in this world,” Javier said.
“BecauseMartin Luther King Jr.
didn’t lose his life and risk it on
a daily basis for all of us to just
quit or decide we are going to
live complacent lives. Be the best
of whatever you are.”
Proceeding Javier was Mat-

thew Johnson, associate profes-
sor in the department of educa-
tional leadership at CMU.

Johnson used his few min-
utes to ask the audience what
they were willing to risk for
justice.
“The time for new years res-

olutions may have been three
weeks ago, but the time for jus-
tice-based resolutions is always
today,” Johnson said to the
crowd.
After the speakers, Miller,

Williams and Simmons sang
together “Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” known as the “Black Na-
tional Anthem.”
Jonathan Glenn, a multicul-

tural academic student services
adviser, ended the ceremony
with a few words.
“Don’t let your leadership be

a cliche,” he said. “Don’t let your
leadership be a post for likes. I
dare you to live life for real, be-
cause it’s the real people that
will lead our nation to better
generations.”

MT. PLEASANT

CROWDMARCHES IN HONOR
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com
Multimedia journalist

Despite lingering questions
about cost and just what defines
indigence, plans for a countywide
criminal defense program for poor
people are expected to break out of
a holding pattern and accelerate in
the coming weeks.
A perfect encapsulation of that

conflict came last week during a
presentationgivenbySaraSpencer-
Noggle, the local attorney who has
spearheadedefforts in thecounty to
adopt reforms, to the county com-
mission. Spencer-Noggle’s presen-
tation was a recap of 2018 in local
indigent defense and a look-ahead
to 2019, where the county’s indi-
gent defense program is expected
to take solid shape along two lines:
a public defenders office and turn-

ing the program currently in use,
a list of attorneys who can be as-
signed cases, to probate/juvenile
use and criminal cases where the
public defenders office can’t assist.
County Commission Chairman

George Green told her that he is
concerned and confused.
His confusing is one that every-

one involved shares. Just what is
meant by what qualifies as indi-
gent. Green said that he’s asked re-

peatedly, has asked multiple peo-
ple, and hasn’t ever gotten a satis-
factory answer.
“Give us the definition,” he said.
Spencer-Noggle, in an interview

last Wednesday, said it’s a defini-
tion that everyone is waiting on
from the state. It’s compounded
by the fact that in late Decem-
ber, the state Legislature passed
a law creating a different subcate-
gory of people requiring public as-
sistance for defense against crimi-
nal charges brought by the govern-
ment: partially indigent.
The state created this subcate-

gory forpeoplewhohave themeans

tohelppay for their defense, butnot
all of it. They just did that without
telling anyone how to define that.
Thesequestions aboutwhoqual-

ifies for public assistanceprompted
Green to ask about whether this
will ultimately require that the
county commission help pays for
it, albeit not directly.
Spencer-Noggle’s presentation

pointed to a five-year trend where
the use of court-appointed attor-
neys has decreased, from 1,603 in
2013 to almost half that, 870, in
2017. The only blip came last year
when the courts had to appoint

Questions linger amidplans for public defenders’ office launch
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Students, educators, residents honor the civil rights leader, celebrate diversity

CMU President Robert Davies poses with a group of students, holding a
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity flag on Monday in Finch Fieldhouse.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY SCHAFER — MORNING SUN

Every year, a group of students lead the MLK Day march with a banner of the civil rights leader and 2019
was no different. Martin Luther King Jr. Day falls on the third Monday of January every year.

These marchers hold up signs
with Martin Luther King Jr. on
them during the MLK march
on Monday.

“I am here at this
predominantly white
university in a graduate
program made up of 40
people, two of which are
people of color, not because
I am part of a quota,” Emely
Javier, CMU graduate
student, said. “But because I
am working twice as hard —
more like five times as hard
— as the person next to me
in order to prove that I belong
here and that I am here to
serve a purpose far greater
than me.”
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A Tribute to Life.
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Steven Mark Wallin
passed away on De-
cember 10, 2018, at the
age of 57. He was born
in Grand Rapids, De-
cember 20, 1960. Steve
grew up in Rockford, St.
Ignace, and Mt. Pleas-
ant, before moving to
his permanent home in
Evart in 1974. He grad-
uated from Evart High
School in 1979. Steve
was an avid, skilled
0CBGE'7% 7%" D?@A7E-
ist. He enjoyed wildlife
and the outdoors. He

also enjoyed learning about history. He was em-
ployed at Ventra (formerly Evart Products) in Evart
from 1979 to 2017. Steve was a dedicated son,
brother, and uncle. He was always available and
willing to lend a helping hand. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Kenneth Wallin (1998) and
Lois Cooper-Wallin (2005). He will be dearly missed
by his brother Craig (Karin) Wallin of Cadillac, his
niece Lindsay Wallin and nephew Brody Wallin. A
memorial service honoring the life of Steven Mark
Wallin will be held in Spring 2019. Date and time
to be announced/determined at a later date.

WALLIN, STEVEN MARK

Welsh, Betty Lou, age
85, of Mt. Pleasant,
passed away Sunday,
January 20, 2019. Fu-
neral Services for Betty
will be held Wednesday,
January 23, 2019 at 1
p.m. at Clark Family
Funeral Chapel with
Pastor Mike Palmer
#F0$@7A@%D+ .?E@7: )@::
take place at Woodland
Cemetery. A luncheon
will be held immedi-
ately following burial at
Leaton United Method-
ist Church. The family

will receive friends at Clark Family Funeral Chapel
on Tuesday from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. Vis-
itation will continue Wednesday beginning at 12
p.m. until the time of the service. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to Leaton United Methodist
Church. Envelopes will be available at the funeral
chapel. Betty was born April 5, 1933, in Oil City, the
daughter of Robert and Erma (Walker) Nestle. She
married Robert “Bob” Welsh on October 22, 1950,
in Leaton. Bob preceded her in death on September
28, 2017. Betty worked as a food service supervisor
for CMU Bakery for 28 years. She was a member
of Leaton United Methodist Church. Betty and Bob
traveled throughout the United States and Eu-
rope. She was always the family photographer and
loved taking pictures. Betty enjoyed bowling and
her daily lotto and newspaper. Betty is survived by
her daughter Cynthia (Butch) Strom of Riverdale; 6
grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews. Betty was preceded in death
by her parents; husband Bob; daughter Rebecca
DuHamel; brother Robert Nestle, and sister Jean
Phillips. You may view Betty’s obituary online and
send a condolence to the family at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WELSH, BETTY LOU

gether as a nation, no mat-
ter what color you are, no
matter what your back-
ground is,” Pauly said. This
is the message she wanted
to teach the kids today,
especially because Mt.
Pleasant is it’s own “melt-
ing pot of cultures,” she
said.
“We like everybody to

come together and play, re-
gardless of how old you are,
orwhere you come from, and
just be inclusive to everyone”
Pauly said. “We just want to
show that to the kiddos —
that even if you’re really lit-

tle, it’s still important.”
She said young children

can make small differences
by waving to a stranger,
smiling to someone at the
grocery store orhelping their
mothers.
When she finished read-

ing the book aloud to the
kids, Pauly helped the kids
paint small paper plates,
tracing their hand and
writing small messages on
them.
“The discovery museum

likes to host these kinds
of events — that’s fun, but
educational, yet not your
typical classroom-type
learning,” Pauly said. “And
we just like to embrace the
different activities we have
and the different kinds of

cultural events as much as
we can. Even though it’s
a smaller facility, that we

can still do big things to
benefit the children in our
community.”

MLK
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A couple examples of the craft kids could make for Martin
Luther Kind Jr. Day on Monday at the Mt. Pleasant
Discovery Museum.

said. “The (EPA) con-
tractors are continuing
their task in the field or
at their desks. We asked
for a verbal or written
update for our (Janu-
ary) meeting, but (Proj-
ect Manager) Tom Al-
camo has not replied, so
apparently even that is
disallowed during a fur-
lough.
“Since the money is in

place for Area 2 at the
plant site, and since the
contractor is complet-
ing the design work,
I think we’re in good
shape.”
Another cleanup proj-

ect, known as the “Burn
Pit” near Hidden Oaks
Golf Course across the
Pine River west of the
plant property, is an-
other matter, however.
The approximately

six-acre site was used
by Velsicol to incinerate
contamination from the
plant a number of years
ago.
The EPA is in the pro-

cess of negotiating a
right-of-way with a prop-
erty owner in the area to
install an access road to
the site.
In addition, the agency

has offered to connect 11
nearby residences to city
water due to the possi-
bility their wells could
be contaminated once
work begins.
The EPA will pay for

the hook-ups.
“The last I knew, the

final location of the ac-
cess road to the Burn
Pit site was still in ne-
gotiation,” Keon said.
“The property owner
has agreed to allow ac-
cess through his prop-
erty, but settling on the
best spot was still up in
the air.
“We don’t have money

lined up for the Burn Pit
yet so it is not crucial
that the location of the
access road be decided
immediately.”
Work there will not

begin until Area 2 of
the plant site is finished,
which likely won’t be un-
til 2021.
Unless things change,

plans call for in-place
thermal treatment in
Area 2 to begin in March

with drilling for the
heaters. The work is sim-
ilar to what took place
in Area 1.
The same contrac-

tor will be used, which
will save nearly $1 mil-
lion on the cost, EPA
Community Involve -
ment Coordinator Diane
Russell said in a press
release.
That will reduce the

mobilization and start-
up times because the
materials and machin-
ery are already at the
site, she explained.
“Progress in Area 2 is

going as planned and the
EPA does not expect any
issues with funding,”
Russell added.
However, the agency

will be requesting addi-
tional funds in 2021 for
the removal of 100,000
tons of contaminated
soil from Areas 1 and 2.
The EPA is also con-

tinuing to work with the
city of St. Louis on the
construction of another
drinking water well to
improve capacity and
reliability of the Gratiot
Area Water Authority.
The city has long range
plans to develop the site
as a park.
Those include using

21 acres for soccer fields
and basketball courts,
five acres for an amphi-
theater and nine acres
for generic park use.
It also hopes to install

three fishing platforms,
a boat launch and educa-
tional center.
In addition, the city is

interested in acquiring
additional nearby prop-
erty so the park could be
connected via a walk-
way to the downtown
area.
However, because the

cleanup is expected to
take a number of years
to complete, no funds
have yet been set aside
to implement those
plans.

EPA
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“Progress in
Area 2 is going
as planned and
the EPAdoes
not expect any
issueswith
funding.”
— Diane Russell, EPA
Community Involvement
Coordinator

counsel in 1,261 cases.
If providing greater in-

digent legal systems leads
to more people being de-
fended by court-appointed
attorneys, Green asked that
even if the state’s Michigan
Indigent Defense Commis-
sion is paying the attorneys
if it doesn’tmean that in the
long run, the county has to
pay more to keep the courts
operating.
Spencer-Noggle said that

she doesn’t have the answer,
but suggested an alternative
where court costs are actu-
ally brought downby earlier
interventions that resolve
minor crimes more quickly
and reduce bothpaperwork,
shrink court dockets and
create shorter jail stays for
defendants.
One of the keys will be

in getting defendants rep-
resented by attorneys dur-
ing arraignments, which is
one of the requirements the
MIDC is imposing on local
programs.
Spencer-Noggle said that

this earlier intervention by

an attorney will help de-
fendants understand their
rights, be better prepared to
assist in their own defense
and can get faster resolu-
tions to veryminor offenses.
An arraignment attor-

ney is part of her plans for
Isabella County’s public de-
fender office. While in some
counties, particularly Oak-
land which is currently su-
ing the MIDC over arraign-
ment attorneys, the idea of a
defense attorney at every ar-
raignment is a sourceof con-
flictwith theprosecutor’s of-
fice, Isabella County Prose-
cutor David Barberi said
that he thinks it offers the
opportunity for his office to
spend a little effort upfront
to save a lot of effort on the
back end.
Oneway to do thatwould

be to resolve very minor of-
fenses at the arraignment.
Barberi said these are of-
fenses that don’t victim-
ize another person but are
largely crimes against so-
ciety. That would include
things like disorderly con-
duct, public urination and
other similar offenses.
His office would attach.

His office would attach
pretty standard resolutions

to those offenses to court
paperwork. The public de-
fender could go over that
with the defendant and re-
solve it immediately, thus
eliminating theneed topush
it into the court docket. It’s
like spending 20minutes of
work immediately to save
two hours of it down the
road.
Arraignment attorneys

are part of the county’s
plans to open a public de-
fenders office, which would
shouldermost of the costs of
indigent defense in Isabella
County. It would also be
mostly funded by the state.
The plan calls for seven at-
torneys and to ensure that
one of them appears at ev-
ery arraignment involving a
person who qualifies for in-
digent defense.
The county’s indigent de-

fense program is in a sort
of holding pattern while
negotiations between the
state’s local resource units
and the state itself. Most of
those units are the counties
themselves, and county ad-
ministrator Margaret McA-
voy is representing Isabella
County in those negotia-
tions.
At last week’s county

commission meeting, McA-
voy told commissioners that
the counties and the state
are working to resolve dif-
ferences. Once those are re-
solved, the county will re-
ceive a contract from the
MIDC that lays out most of
the final requirements in
exchange for a promise to
fund most of the county’s
program.
Half of that money will

come within two weeks of
the county signing the con-
tract. That could come as
soon as early February.
McAvoy told commission-

ers that until this happens,
it’s not in the county’s inter-
est to move one step closer
to fully implement the plan.
That means not hiring staff
and not acquiring office
space. It evenmeansnot lay-
ing out a single dollar for of-
fice supplies.
Once that happens, how-

ever, she said she expects the
county to get up andquickly
work to establish the coun-
ty’s program.
While she offered no spe-

cifics, Spencer-Noggle was
a little more concrete. She
said she hopes the county
will have its public defend-
ers office by early spring.

Defense
FROMPAGE 1

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY SCHAFER — MORNING SUN

Ericka Pauly, event and marketing director at Mt. Pleasant
Discovery Museum, reads “I Have a Dream” by Kadir Nelson,
to a small group of kids and their parents on Monday.
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Shown is
today’s weather.
Temperatures are
today’s highs and
tonight’s lows.
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11+: Extreme

8-10: Very high

6-7: High

3-5:Moderate

0-2: Low

Temperature

AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature®

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an exclusive index of the effects of temperature,
wind, humidity, sunshine intensity, cloudiness, precipitation, pressure and elevation on the human body.

TODAY’SUV INDEX

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

REGIONALCITIES

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

The higher the
AccuWeather.com
UV Index™ number,
the greater the need
for eye and skin
protection.
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TODAY
29° 20° 20°

5°Colder with partial sunshine. Cloudy with a
little snow and sleet at times late tonight.

WEDNESDAY

30°
27°

Cloudy

THURSDAY

41°
19°

Snow and ice, 1-2”

FRIDAY

Much colder with low
clouds

SATURDAY

23°
13°

Cold with sunshine and
patchy clouds

SUNDAY

28°
18°

Cloudy

Today Wednesday Today Wednesday

Adrian 37/27/pc 36/32/i
Ann Arbor 38/24/pc 36/32/i
Battle Creek 36/29/pc 36/33/i
Bay City 28/19/pc 31/28/sn
Benton Harbor 34/28/pc 38/34/i
Boyne City 16/12/pc 26/19/c
Cheboygan 13/10/pc 21/17/c
Chicago 30/27/pc 36/33/c
Dayton 45/40/c 57/52/r
Escanaba 18/11/pc 24/17/c
Fort Wayne 40/34/c 46/41/r
Houghton 11/7/pc 20/13/c
Iron River 14/6/pc 24/15/c
Jackson 38/26/pc 38/33/i

Kalamazoo 36/29/pc 37/34/i
Lafayette 40/35/c 50/45/r
Lansing 34/24/pc 34/30/i
Marquette 12/8/pc 21/12/c
Menominee 18/15/pc 26/19/c
Milwaukee 28/24/pc 33/29/c
Monroe 38/27/pc 36/33/i
Muncie 43/39/c 56/49/r
Muskegon 30/24/pc 34/29/c
Niles 35/30/pc 39/36/i
Pontiac 35/23/pc 36/31/i
Sault Ste. Marie 13/7/pc 18/11/c
South Bend 36/30/pc 41/36/i
Toledo 40/29/pc 40/35/r

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019

HEATINGDEGREEDAYS

Yesterday through 4 p.m. ..................................... 19
Month to date (normal) ............................ 143 (172)
Season to date (normal) ...................... 4078 (4127)
Last season to date ........................................... 3990

Index of energy consumption indicating how many
degrees the average temperature was below 65 degrees
for the day with negative values counting as zero.

Snow
24 hours through 4 p.m. yest. ........................... 0.0”
Month to date (normal) .......................... 0.0” (1.3”)
Season to date (normal) .................... 27.6” (26.1”)

Precipitation

Temperatures
High/low ........................................................... 50/42
Normal high/low ............................................. 29/16
Record high ............................................... 50 in 2019
Record low .............................................. -17 in 1918

Saginaw through 4 p.m. yesterday

24 hours through 4 p.m. yesterday ................. 0.13”
Month to date (normal) ...................... 0.13” (0.18”)
Year to date (normal) ......................... 1.43” (1.89”)

ByJohnFlesher
andDavidEggert
The Associated Press

LANSING >> Michigan Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer took
stepsMonday to restructure
and rename the state envi-
ronmental agency that drew
criticism for its handling of
the Flint water crisis under
former Gov. Rick
Snyder.
The Michigan

Department of En-
vironmental Qual-
ity will become the
Department of En-
vironment, Great
Lakes and Energy.
The agency will
house newpublic ad-
vocacy offices for cleanwater
and “environmental justice”
to investigate complaints
aboutwater quality andhelp
ensure fair consideration of
low-income and minority
community interests.
While not referring specif-

ically to Flint, Whitmer said
during a ceremony where
she signed three executive
orders that “communities
across our state don’t trust
thewater comingout of their
taps and there’s a real lack of

trust in state government.”
Despite the state’s vast

fresh water resources in the
heart of the Great Lakes re-
gion, “there are parents who
cannot bathe their kids or
give them a glass a water at
the dinner table with con-
fidence,” said Whitmer, a
Democrat elected last No-
vember. “It is time for that

to change.”
The environmen-

tal quality depart-
ment came under
fire after oversee-
ing Flint’s ill-fated
switch of drinking
water sources in
2014. The city was
under supervision of
a financial manager

appointed by Snyder, a Re-
publican, when it stopped
buying treated water from
Detroit and began draw-
ing from the Flint River.
The move intended to save
money while a new pipeline
from Lake Huron was built.
Investigators later de-

termined that Department
of Environmental Qual-
ity officials misread federal
guidelines and did not re-
quire use of corrosion-con-
trol additives. The river wa-

ter gnawed away lead from
pipes, joints and fixtures
that contaminated drink-
ing water in the majority-
black city of 100,000 peo-
ple. In 2015, local children
were found to have elevated
levels of the toxin in their
blood.
Thedepartment’s director

and top spokesmanresigned,
while criminal chargeswere
filed against several other of-
ficials. A state task force as-
signed primary blame to the
DEQ, saying that even after
itsmistakeswere clear, it re-
spondedwith “intransigence
and belligerence that has no

place in government.”
Liesl Clark, whom Whit-

mer appointed to lead the re-
tooled agency, told The As-
sociated Press the change of
administrationoffers “anop-
portunity to turn a page and
together embark on shared
priorities around protecting
public health and the envi-
ronment.”
The newly created public

advocate offices will make
it easier for citizens to reg-
ister their concerns and im-
prove accountability, Clark
said in an interview prior to
Whitmer’s announcement.
The executive order also es-

tablishes an environmental
justice team with represen-
tatives from other state de-
partments including natu-
ral resources, agriculture
and transportation.
“We get better conclu-

sions when we have diverse
voices, more voices at the ta-
ble,” Clark said.
Guy O. Williams, presi-

dent & CEO of Detroiters
Working for Environmental
Justice, praised themoves as
reflecting an understanding
that “all Michigan citizens,
regardless of race, income or
zip code, should have clean
air to breathe and safe wa-
ter to drink.”
But the plan doesn’t

change the environmental
department’s core functions,
such as issuing permits for
air and water pollution and
monitoring compliance.
Nor does it promise ad-

ditional funding or beefed-
up staffing for those tasks,
even though state and fed-
eral reports have described
Michigan’s DEQ — which
has about 1,100 employ-
ees, hundreds of whom at-
tended the signing ceremony
Monday — as strapped af-
ter years of budget and per-
sonnel cuts. Clark said she
would make the case for in-
creases with the state bud-
get office.

Another emerging threat
to Michigan’s water quality:
the discovery of toxic chemi-
cals known as per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances, or
PFAS, at dozens of locations
around the state. Under Sny-
der, the DEQ and an inter-
agency task force conducted
statewide testing of drink-
ing water sources and initi-
ated cleanups at highly con-
taminated sites.
Whitmer signed a sepa-

rate ordermaking the group
a permanent fixture in the
newdepartment and assign-
ing it to coordinate Michi-
gan’s PFAS actions, includ-
ing continued searches for
contaminated water sup-
plies, informing the pub-
lic and recommending new
laws.
The department will con-

sider a tougher standard for
initiating cleanup action
than the current threshold
of 70 parts per trillion that
is recommended by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, Clark said.
The Michigan Agency for

Energy, a separate entity un-
der Snyder, will becomepart
of the Department of Envi-
ronment, Great Lakes and
Energy — as will the Office
of theGreat Lakes, currently
part of the Department of
Natural Resources.

Governor revamps environmental agency after Flint
STATE

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

The Flint Water Plant tower is shown in Flint. Michigan
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is restructuring the state agency
that drew criticism for its handling of the Flint water crisis
under former Gov. Rick Snyder.

Whitmer

Agency to house public advocacy offices
for clean water and ‘environmental justice’

ByTomKrisher
The Associated Press

In the world of autono-
mous vehicles, Pittsburgh
and Silicon Valley are bus-
tling hubs of development
and testing. But ask those
involved in self-driving ve-
hicles when we might actu-
ally see them carrying pas-
sengers in every city, and
you’ll get an almost uni-
versal answer: Not anytime
soon.
An optimistic assessment

is 10 years. Many others say
decades as researchers try
to conquer a number of ob-
stacles. The vehicles them-
selves will debut in limited,
well-mapped areas within
cities and spread outward.
There are the problems

that researchers must over-
come to start giving rides
without humans behind
the wheel:

Snow andweather
When it’s heavy enough

to cover the pavement, snow
blocks the view of lane lines
that vehicle cameras use to
find their way. Researchers
so far haven’t figured out
a way around this. That’s
why much of the testing is
done in warm-weather cli-
mates such as Arizona and
California.
Heavy snow, rain, fog

and sandstorms can ob-
struct the view of cameras.
Light beams sent out by la-
ser sensors can bounce off
snowflakes and think they
are obstacles. Radar can see
through the weather, but it
doesn’t show the shape of an
object needed for computers
to figure out what it is.
Researchers are working

on laser sensors that use a

different light beam wave-
length to see through snow-
flakes, said Greg McGuire,
director of theMCity auton-
omous vehicle testing lab at
the University of Michigan.
Software also is being devel-
oped so vehicles can differ-
entiate between real obsta-
cles and snowflakes, rain,
fog, and other conditions.

Pavement lines
and curbs

Across the globe, road-
way marking lines are dif-
ferent, or theymay not even
exist. Lane lines aren’t stan-
dardized, so vehicles have
to learn how to drive dif-
ferently in each city. Some-
times there aren’t any curbs
to help vehicles judge lane
width.
For instance, in Pitts-

burgh’s industrial “Strip
District,” where many self-
driving vehicles are tested,
the city draws lines across
the narrow lanes to mark
where vehicles should stop
for stop signs. Sometimes

the lines are so far back and
buildings are so close to the
street that autonomous cars
can’t see traffic on the cross
street if they stop at the line.
One workaround is to pro-
gram vehicles to stop for the
line and creep forward.

Dealing with
human drivers

For many years, autono-
mous vehicles will have to
deal with humanswho don’t
always play by the rules.
They double-park or walk
in front of cars. Recently
in Pittsburgh, an Argo
backup driver had to take
over when his car stopped
during a right turn, block-
ing an intersection when
it couldn’t immediately de-
cide whether to go around
a double-parked delivery
truck.
Humans also make eye

contact with other drivers
tomake sure they’re looking
in the right direction, some-
thing still being developed

for autonomous vehicles.
Add to that the antago-

nism that some feel toward
robots. People have report-
edly been harassing Way-
mo’s autonomous test vehi-
cles near Phoenix. The Ar-
izona Republic reported in
December that police is sub-
urban Chandler have docu-
mented at least 21 cases in
the past two years, includ-
ing a man waiving a gun at
a Waymo van and people
who slashed tires and threw
rocks. One Jeep forced the
vans off the road six times.

Left turns
Deciding when to turn

left in front of oncoming
traffic without a green ar-
row is one of the more diffi-
cult tasks for human drivers
and one that causes many
crashes. Autonomous vehi-
cles have the same trouble.
Waymo CEO John Kraf-

cik said in a recent inter-
view that his company’s ve-
hicles are still encounter-
ing occasional problems at
intersections.

Consumer acceptance
The fatal Uber crash

near Phoenix last year did
more than push the pause
button on testing. It also
rattled consumers who
someday will be asked to
ride in self-driving vehi-
cles.
Surveys taken after the

Uber crash showed that
drivers are reluctant to
give up control to a com-
puter. One by AAA found
that 73 percent of Ameri-
can drivers would be too
fearful to ride in a fully
self-driving vehicle. That’s
up from 63 percent in late
2017.

Reasons why autonomous cars aren’t coming anytime soon

ByAmyTaxin
The Associated Press

CALIFORNIA>> Dave Elfver
was getting ready to go to
a friend’s house to watch
the Super Bowl when he
heard a whining sound
in his Southern California
neighborhood “like a mo-
torcycle going a hundred
miles per hour.”
Then, he said, came the

explosion from a twin-en-
gine plane that broke apart
in flight and crashed, set-
ting a home on fire in the
Los Angeles suburb of
Yorba Linda, killing five
people and injuring two.
“Thewhole house shook.

I thought it was an earth-
quake, but the whining
sound didn’t make any
sense.”
Elfver, 75, said he ran

to his backyard and saw a
house engulfed in flames.
He ran toward it along
with a crowd of neigh-
bors, and only then he saw
an airplane wing in the
street.
“I didn’t realize what it

was until I ran around the
corner,” he said Monday.
Across the street, one

of the columns of a neigh-
bor’s home was collapsed
and debris from the plane
was strewn throughout the
street. Another home had
broken windows.
The four people on the

ground who died were all
in the house that burned.
The pilot was also killed
andwas the only person on
the plane, Orange County
Sheriff’s Lt. Cory Martino
told reporters.

Martino said the dead
occupants of the homewere
twomales and two females
but he did not further iden-
tify them.
The Cessna 414A, which

can carry up to eight peo-
ple, took off from the Ful-
lerton Municipal Airport
about 12 miles (19 kilo-
meters) west of the blaze,
Federal Aviation Admin-
istration spokesman Allen
Kenitzer said.
According to prelimi-

nary radar data, the plane
reached analtitude of about
7,800 feet (2,377meters) and
then made a rapid descent,
said Eliott Simpson, an avi-
ation accident investigator
with the National Trans-
portation Safety Board.
The debris field spanned

about four blocks, he said.
The main cabin of the

airplane and one engine
came to rest at the bottom
of a ravine in the backyard
of a house and the other en-
gine landed on a street, cre-
ating a hole, Simpson said.
“During the impact se-

quence one house caught
fire and that’s where we
have the four fatalities,” he
said.
It was not immediately

clear what set the two-
story house ablaze. The
property where the fu-
selage ended up is about
three houses down from
the home that burned.
Aerial footage from

news helicopters showed
plane parts, including side
panels and a propeller,
scattered on rooftops and
driveways near the burned
house.

Plane breaks apart over
neighborhood; five killed

NATION CALIFORNIA

KEITH SRAKOCIC — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

One of the test vehicles from Argo AI, Ford’s autonomous
vehicle unit, navigates through the strip district near the
company offices in Pittsburgh.
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ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

A unique venue touting the
history of agriculture is tucked
away inside the AgroLiquid
headquarters in St. Johns.
Located at 1130 S. DeWitt Rd.

the IQhub is a learning center
for all ages that was founded in
2014.
“The original idea of the

IQhub came fromTroy Bancroft,
president and CEO of AgroLiq-
uid,” the organizations Commu-
nications Specialist Carla War-
din said. “He saw it as a way to
help fill the information void
that exists for so many people,
and kids in particular, about
whee their food comes from -
the past, present and future of
agriculture.”
The center features 23 exhib-

its telling the story of American
agricultural history, innovation
and exploration from the time of
the Pilgrims tomodern day pro-
duction practices.

Visitors will learn about
planting and harvesting, water
movement, crops and the future
of farming. The Kids’ Korner for
youngsters has hands-on exhib-
its including games, books and
a tractor driving simulator de-
signed to help themmakemean-
ingful connections between
farm and food.
The nonprofit IQhub hosts

student groups, summer camps
and community events.
This past year its rotating

exhibits featured “Salute to the
Military,” which displayed uni-
forms, military vehicles, per-
sonal memorabilia and sto-
ries about Michigan’s men and
women who served their coun-
try, and “Muscles, Music &
More,” that had instruments,
posters, antiques, trains, travel
items and toys.
“The items come from a vari-

ety of places,” Wardin said. “We
have local community groups
and individuals that donate ev-
erything for the displays.”

In August the center will
host “Aviation Exploration Day
in conjunction with a flight-fo-
cused guest exhibit this sum-
mer.
“The IQhub is definitely a

one-of-a-kind facility with some-
thing for everyone,” Education
and Outreach Manager Emily
Crambell said. “Whether it’s an
elementary class, a youth group,
or an adult professional develop-

ment team, people enjoy learn-
ing about agriculture and the
environment. The IQhub staff
is excited to help our guests get
the most out of their visits.”
The center is open year-

around onweekdays from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday’s by
appointment. Admission is free.
For more information call

989-227-3847 or visit www.iqhu-
bag.org.
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By Central Michigan
University Public Relations

Central Michigan University
leaders announced the univer-
sity has exceeded its goal of rais-
ing $100 million through its Fire
Up for Excellence campaign, the
largest and most successful fun-
draising effort in CMU history.
At today’s Board of Trustees

meeting, Bob Martin, vice pres-
ident for advancement, and Fire
Up for Excellence chair Mike
O’Donnell announced the big
news: The campaign has raised
nearly $102million, exceeding the
goal more than three years ahead
of schedule.
“We were convinced we would

be successful from the very be-
ginning. We have 225,000 alumni
living and working around the
world, many of whom had never
been asked to give before. Our
university has a great story of
impact and success, and we just
needed to invite alumni to be part
of that success,” O’Donnell said.
“We knew in our hearts that if

we reached out to our friends and
asked them for their support, they
would respond. And they did,” he
said.
Emphasis on student success
Fire Up for Excellence’s pri-

mary focus is student success,
which resonates strongly with do-
nors and alumni from around the
state and around the world, Mar-
tin said. Every gift will be used to
support current and future CMU
students, including with 82 new
scholarships.
Students also will benefit from

contributions to various academic

ISABELLACOUNTY

CMU exceeds
$100 million
in fundraiser

PHOTOS BY GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

The IQhub, an agricultural history learning center in St. Johns, features a Kids’ Korner that includes hands-on and interactive games, books
and a tractor-driving simulator, among other activities.

Kids can learn about agricultural history at IQhub.

ST. JOHNS

EXPLORING THE PAST

ByGregNelson
gnelson@digitalfirstmedia.com

It has long been known that ex-
posure to poly-brominated bipe-
nyls, or PBB, can result in health
issues.
Now another concern has been

added to the growing list.
Those exposed to PBB may be

as risk of it effecting their im-
mune system.
A recently published study in

the scientific journal Epigenetics
by Dr. Alicia Smith, show that
sites in the genome were asso-

ciated with PBB levels found in
blood drawn from people exposed
to PBB.
A genome is the complete as-

sembly of DNA, comprised of
about 3 billion base pairs that
makes each individual unique.
The report suggests that ex-

posure can affect the epigenome,
which is multiple chemical com-
pounds that can basically “tell a
genome what to do.”
Those compounds and proteins

that make up the epigenome at-
tach to DNA directing genes to
switch on or off.

The study revealed that more
than 1,800 sites in the epigenome
were associated with the current
PBB levels in the blood, meaing
that PBB exposure could have an
impact on those sites.
Whether these differences are

linked to any of the health prob-
lems reported by those exposed
to PBB has not yet been deter-
mined, however, the findings sug-
gest that PBB exposure can have
an impact on the functioning of
the immune system, according to
Dr. Michele Marcus, the lead re-

Newhealth riskmay be caused by PBB exposure

State Troopers responded to a
snowmobile crash near Saginaw
Trail in Reynolds Township Sat-
urday, Feb. 16, shortly beforemid-
night.
Accorded to theMichigan State

Police, Archie Demartin was op-
erating the snowmobile onMacki-
naw Trail Drive when he lost con-
trol, and was ejected into a tree.
Demartin was not wearing a hel-
met, according to State Troopers.
It is not yet known if alcohol or

drugs were a factor in the crash.
Demartin’s age and city of ori-

gin were not included in a report
by the Michigan State Police.

— Digital First Media

REYNOLDSTWP.

Man killed in
snowmobile
accident

ST. LOUIS

Environmental
Protection
Agency’s
project manager
Tom Alcamo
explaining how
the ground is
heated at the
Velsicol Chemical
plant site in St.
Louis.

MORNING SUN
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IQhub brings agricultural history to life
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ByAshley Schafer
aschafer@michigan
newspapers.com

This year, 19 contestants
from grades first to eighth

will compete
in the Shep-
herd Prin-
cess Pageant,
in conjunc-
tion with the
S h e p h e r d
Maple Syrup
Festival in
April.
U n l i k e

traditional beauty pag-
eants, which judge based
on appearance, the Shep-
herd Princess Pageant was
created to determine confi-

dence in the girls who com-
pete for the title of “Prin-
cess.”
The purpose of the pag-

eant, as stated online, is
to “provide young girls in
our community an oppor-
tunity to represent Shep-
herd, as well as themselves,
while gaining confidence
and poise.”
Katie Bendele, chairper-

son for the pageant and ad-
viser to the girls, has coor-
dinated the pageant for the
last couple years.
In collaboration with

the girls, Bendele and the
Morning Sun have put to-
gether a brief showcase of
each participant. Be sure to
follow the Morning Sun in

the days leading up to the
pageant to meet all of the
participating girls this year.
The 2019 Shepherd Prin-

cess Pageant is set for 1 p.m.
onMarch 9 at the Shepherd
High School auditorium.
Tickets will be sold at the
door for $3-5.

IZABELHERNANDEZ

Age: 7

Talent: Singing a song
she wrote herself called
“Bunny Cute.”

Izabel’s favorite song:
“Body Like Back Road” by
Sam Hunt

Favorite school
subject: “Going home is
my favorite part of school.”

What Izabel wants to
bewhen she grows up:
A doctor

Izabel’s rolemodel: “I
want to be like my Dr. Fox!
She’s really nice.”

Why she joined the
Princess Pageant: “My
mom thought it would be
a good idea for me and I
really like it!”

Izabel’s favorite part
of theMaple Syrup
Festival: The Ferris wheel

SHEPHERD

2019 Princess Pageant in the works for March

Hernandez

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@digitalfirstmedia.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

This week’s forecast
for Mid-Michigan will see
warmer temperatures and
some snow, according to
the National Weather Ser-
vice.
Today will see both

clouds and sun throughout
the day. Temperatures will
see a high of 25 degrees and
a low of -1 degrees. Winds
will be moving from the

north at about 6 mph.
Tuesday will be mostly

sunny with some late snow
showers. Temperatures are
expected to reach a high
of 27 degrees and a low of
14 degrees. Winds will be
moving at 4 mph, traveling
from the southwest.
Wednesday will con-

tinue the snowfall, clear-
ing at night with a high of
29 degrees and a low of 25
degrees. Winds will speed
up, coming from the east
at 11 mph.

Thursday will be mainly
cloudy, with the clouds
clearing later at night. Tem-
peratures are projected at
a high of 32 degrees and a
low of 14 degrees. Winds
will slow to 10 mph, travel-
ing from the west.
Friday will see sun

throughout the day with
clouds coming at night
with temperatures cool-
ing down to a high of 36
degrees and a low of 21 de-
grees. Winds will be mov-
ing at 5 mph, moving from

the southwest.
Saturday will be mostly

cloudy, with some rain and
snow mix coming at night.
Temperatures will drop to
a high of 40 degrees and a
low of 31 degrees. The wind
will move from the south-
east at 7 mph.
Sunday will have snow

showers during the day
that will clear at night with
a high of 29 degrees and a
low of 19 degrees. Winds
will speed up to 16 mph,
coming from the west.

FORECAST

Warmer temperatures, sun and snow for Mid-Michigan

searcher for the Atlanta,
Ga.-based Rollins School
of Public Health at Em-
ory University, which has
been studying the long-
term health effects of PBB
exposure onMichigan res-
idents since 2011.
In addition to hormone-

related health effects, pre-
vious studies on PBB ex-
posure have found an in-
crease in breast cancers,
miscarriages, earlier than
normal pubertal develop-
ment and thyroid prob-
lems.
The major acute health

effects reported were skin
rashes, hair loss andmem-
ory issues.
The Michigan PBB Reg-

istrywas formed in 1976 by
the Michigan Department
of Community Health af-
ter the fire-retardant PBB
was mixed with animal
feed at the former Velsicol
Chemical Co. plant in St.
Louis in 1973 and shipped
to farmers and feed mills
statewide.
It was consumed by

cattle, pigs and chickens,
contaminating milk, beef,
eggs and other farm prod-
ucts acrossMichigan until
themix-up was discovered
a year later.
People throughout the

state were exposed to PBB
by eating the contami-
nated food.

It has been discovered
that it can be passed on to
children born years later
who may have been ex-
posed in their mother’s
womb or through breast-
feeding.
Emor y Universit y

started maintaining the
Michigan PBB Registry in
2011.
During the past few

years its PBB research
team has been conduct-
ing community meetings
across the state, including
several in Gratiot County,
taking blood samples to
conduct additional stud-
ies.
Those include a clinical

trial with a substance that
may help the body elimi-
nate PBB, and an epigen-
etic study with families
of three generations to
determine if exposed fa-
thers can pass on PBB-re-
lated epigenetic marks to
their children and grand-
children.
“Partnering with com-

munity members has
helped shape our research
questions and is provid-
ing valuable health infor-
mation to the people who
most need to know it,” Dr.
Marcus said.
She and her team will

return to Michigan for
meetings in Grand Rap-
ids and Fremont on April
27 and 28 respectively.
For more information

go online to PBBregistry.
emory.edu or call 888-892-
0074.

PBB
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program areas and colleges,
and athletics. Key gifts sup-
ported initiatives such as:
• CMU’s Sarah R. Opper-

man Leadership Institute.
• Park Library.
• Student Emergency

Fund.
• Student Food Pantry.
• Chippewa Champions

Alumni Center.
• The Baseball Perfor-

mance Center.
CMU President Bob Da-

vies said the campaign cre-
ated a new culture of phi-
lanthropy at Central Mich-
igan University, one that
parallels the institution’s
famous school spirit.
“When Central Michigan

began this campaign, con-
sultants said the goal was
too high — that we couldn’t
raise $100million. But what
our supporters heard was
‘Fire Up Chips!’” Davies
said.
“Now we have surpassed

our goal, not three months
or one year ahead of sched-
ule, but three years ahead
of schedule. This is what
makes Central Michigan
University special. When
we are presented with
challenges, we rise to meet
them, together. The incred-
ible success of this cam-
paign is a testament to the
passion of CMU Chippewas
everywhere,” he said. “This
shows their commitment

to their alma mater and to
generations of students to
come.”
Numbers that count:
• $101.6 million dollars

raised
• 59,756 donors partici-

pating
• 27,521 first-time donors
• 82 new scholarships
• 23 gifts of $1 million or

more
O’Donnell said some of

the campaign’s early mo-
mentum came from the
late Dick Enberg, legendary
sportscaster and longtime
CMU alumni volunteer.
Enberg served as hon-

orary chair of the national
campaign steering com-
mittee, making his own
gift and personally encour-
aging others to give back.
He appeared in the Fire Up
for Excellence campaign
videos, inspiring alumni
around the world to con-
tribute.
“Dick often spoke about

CMU giving him his big
break and how his experi-
ences here propelled him to
become an award-winning
sportscaster. I think his
story resonated for many
of our alumni. They, too,
feel the profound impact
CMU has had on their lives
and their careers. Dick in-
spired them to join him in
celebrating that impact,”
O’Donnell said.
Major gifts early in the

campaign from prominent
alumni like Enberg and
fromCMU’s corporate part-
ners paved the way for oth-

ers to get involved, Martin
said.
A $1 million gift from

Sarah and Daniel Opper-
man led to expanded pro-
gramming for the Leader-
ship Institute and enhance-
ments to Park Library.
Scott Pranger pledged $2

million to establish scholar-
ships in the College of Busi-
ness Administration.
Corporate partner Isa-

bella Bank made campaign
gifts of more than $2.5 mil-
lion to fund scholarships,
building improvements
and the construction of the
new Chippewa Champions
Alumni Center.
Former CMU President

George E. Ross and his wife,
Elizabeth, made a gift of $1
million to support schol-
arships for students of vo-
cal music, accounting and
medicine.
The Fire Up for Excel-

lence campaign has broken
every previous fundraising
record at CMU,Martin said.
For three consecutive

years, CMU received more
than $20 million in private
support — the most ever
received — and is on track
to repeat that success for a
fourth year.
The 2018 Day of Giv-

ing was the largest in
CMU’s history — 1,339 do-
nors made gifts exceeding
$142,000 — and saw the
highest-ever participation
rate from faculty and staff.
Additionally, everymember
of the university’s Board of
Trustees,

Advancement Board, Na-
tional Alumni Board and
Young Alumni Board made
a gift.
Every gift, large and

small, supports students
and helps CMU surpass its
goal, Martin said.
He noted that student

callers from CMU’s Phona-
thon raised more than $2.3
million in individual dona-
tions, most in amounts of
$100 or less. Their success
is the result of more than 3
million calls to alumni and
friends. Many of these con-
tributions support popular
programs such as the Stu-
dent Emergency Fund and
CMU’s new Student Food
Pantry.
The campaign also at-

tracted national notice
from leaders in design,mar-
keting, media and commu-
nications.
The Fire Up for Excel-

lence campaign videos,
produced by alum Scott
Nadeau and Jennifer Cot-
ter, executive director of ad-
vancement and campaign
management, received nu-
merous awards including a
2018 Telly Award and an in-
ternationalMarCom award.
The campaign also received
an Excellence in Design
award from the Council for
Advancement and Support
of Education.
Martin said the cam-

paignwill continue through
fall of 2019 and conclude
with a celebration during
CMU’s homecoming festiv-
ities.

Fundraiser
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ByDavidEggert
The Associated Press

LANSING >> Michigan law-
makers are considering
whether to cut schools some
slack after frigid temper-
atures and other weather
caused a high number of
snow days.
State law forgives K-12

districts from making up
six days that have been can-
celed for emergencies, and
schools can get a waiver for
three additional days. Some
legislators fromboth parties
say the wintry weather has
been so extreme that the law
should be loosened.
Many districts have al-

ready reached or exceeded
nine snow days. Some are
up to 15 or 16, which means
their students would have at
least an extraweek of school
in June.
Newly introduced legis-

lation would exclude days
that are canceled during
state-declared emergencies
from counting as snowdays.
If enacted, the five-day pe-
riod from Jan. 28 through
Feb. 1—when an arctic deep
freeze shut downmany nor-

mal activities, including
school — would be forgiven
statewide.
“In kind of a unique sit-

uation like we have now,
where it’s a pretty extreme
situation — the state gov-
ernment’s closed down,
things are closed down— is
it reasonable to have those
days count?” said Rep. Ben
Frederick, an Owosso Re-
publican who is sponsoring
one of the bills.
He said he trusts that dis-

tricts could still make sure
that their students meet
the necessary learning out-
comes through the use of
technology, home-based as-
signments and other meth-
ods.
“There may very well be

a diminished return as you
add days onto the school
year,” Frederick said, cit-
ing concerns about waning
attention spans as school
stretches into the summer.
Senate Minority Leader

Jim Ananich, a Flint Demo-
crat, is spearheading a sim-
ilar bill .
“I think we have to take

this as an unusual exception
for this year, and then ob-

viously going forward say,
‘Is this going to continue to
happen? If so, what do we
do?’” he said.
Long-term options, he

said, could include giving
districts the flexibility to
make up time on scheduled
days off such as Presidents
Day, for instance, or by hold-
ing longer school hours.
The state requires a min-

imum of 1,098 hours of in-
struction over 180 days.
Rep. Michele Hoitenga,

a Manton Republican, said
she is drafting legislation
that would allow districts
to choose between the 180
days or the 1,098 classroom
hours, including this year.
“This gives school dis-

tricts more autonomy in
dealing with harsh win-
ters like we’ve faced this
year,” Hoitenga said in a
statement. “Schools should
never be put in a situation
where they must sacrifice
the safety of their students
to ensure funding from the
state.”
The state has granted le-

niency before.
In 2013, then-Gov. Rick

Snyder signed legislation

that let schools with too
many snow days avoid hav-
ing to schedule extra days
that June. They were al-
lowed to schedule longer
days instead. Supporters
said at the time that ex-
tra days could have been
a problem for families that
had scheduled vacations
and camps for kids.
As of Thursday, the state

Department of Education
had received 175 requests
for snow day waivers and
had approved 77. None had
been denied yet.
Spokesman Bill DiSessa

said districts with toomany
snow days typically make
up time at the end of the
academic year.
“We recommend they add

days, not hours, because
adding time to the end of a
school day doesn’t promote
learning among students,”
he said.
D emo c r a t i c G ov.

Gretchen Whitmer told
WOOD-TV last week that
she is open to forgiving
snow days that occurred
during the state of emer-
gency. The fate of the legis-
lation is uncertain, however.

STATE

Lawmakers may forgive snow days after frigid temps

A Tribute to Life.
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Verl M. Cottrell of Alma
Michigan passed away
on Thursday, Febru-
ary 14, 2019 at the age
of 64. After weeks of
failing health, he died
peacefully at U of M
hospital with his be-
loved wife Sandra, his
children and loving
family by his side. Verl
was born on April 2,
1954 in Saginaw, Mich-
igan to Milton Joseph
Cottrell Sr. and Mabel
Naoma (Foote) Cottrell.
He graduated in the

class of ‘73 from Merrill high school. He made a ca-
reer for himself as a line worker at GM and retired
after 30 years on December 21, 1989. He married
the love of his life Sandra (Turner/Garcia). They
lived together almost inseparable for 29 wonder-
ful years. Verl loved the Lord and dedicated his life
to serving God. He would look forward to church
each week and church camp in the summer. He
was always known for his love of frogs, working
in the yard and cooking big meals for his family
and friends. He was a loving generous man who
is deeply cherished by his family. He was a good
friend to all and a man who gladly helped anyone
that was in need. He was an amazing father who
always took care of his children and did the best
he could to teach and guide them. Verl was also a
loving grandfather and great grandfather to many.
Verl was a man that never cared about putting
#!6-'7& 4/-+, 8' 07%0"- %05+'( +3 .' -*/' +#0+ #!-
wife whom he adored and loved dearly was taken
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and all-around incredible man. He is so loved and
will be missed by many. He is preceded in death
by his parents Milton Joseph Cottrell Sr.; mother
Mabel Naoma Cottrell; brother Byron Clouttiere;
step-sons Chris Garcia and Benny Joe Garcia. Verl
is survived by loving wife Sandra Cottrell of Alma;
children Jeremy Cottrell (Cortney) of Alma, Heather
Garcia (Floyd) of Riverdale, Zach Cottrell of Alma,
Lori Jackson (Ryan) of Riverdale, Jamie Garcia
(Jennifer) of Alma and Adam Garcia of Mount
Pleasant; 17 grandchildren and 3 great grand-
children; sisters Alice Hoten (Curt) of Chesaning,
Delena Bushre (Tim) of Breckenridge; brothers
Milton Cottrell (Patricia) and Clarence Cottrell
(Sharon) of Arizona. A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, February 23, 2019 at 11 AM at St.
Louis Holiness Church by Pastor Matthew Smart
(960 E. Monroe Road, St. Louis, MI). Luncheon to
follow. Arrangements have been entrusted to Berry
Funeral Home of Shepherd.

COTTRELL, VERL M.

Virginia “Jean”
Denslow, 92 of Remus,
passed away Saturday,
February 16, 2019. Fu-
neral services will be at
1 p.m. Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21, at Daggett
Funeral Home in Bar-
ryton. Visitation will be
one hour prior to the
service Thursday at
the Funeral Home. In-
terment will be at Flake
Cemetery in Barryton.
View complete obit at:
www.daggettgilbertfu-

neralhome.com

DENSLOW, VIRGINIA “JEAN”

RICE, HERBERT EUGENE
age 89, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away February 16,
2019. Arrangements are pending with Clark Family
Funeral Chapel.
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