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By Rosemary Horvath
Herald Staff Writer
Seville Township has been ordered to address a long-known problem of
human sewage draining from inadequate septic systems on private properties
into the Pine River and an adjacent tributary in the Riverdale area.
The Water Resources Division of the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality has requested the township file a community-wide solution by Jan. 18,
that addresses the unlawful discharges under the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act and the State of Michigan Water Quality
Standards.
According to state law, the township, as well as individual property owners,
may be held responsible for the discharges and for the remedies.
A certified letter dated Dec. 11 was mailed to township Supervisor David
Owens. Several messages left on his home voicemail were not answered prior
to a deadline for this story.
Township Trustee Tish Mallory on Monday said township officials are aware
of the letter but unsure what action to take. Officials are in the process of
investigating the situation, she said.
Seville Township, under a former board, contracted with the Spicer Group to
assess the costs of a sanitary sewer system for Riverdale.
Mallory said the Spicer study was released in 2012 but not acted upon due to
the $4 million estimated cost of a project.
According to the MDEQ letter, of the 94 homes in Riverdale on septic systems,
the Mid Michigan District Health Department only has records for 25 of them.
Of these, 18 had the installation of their septic system approved before the
year 2000 and have not been inspected by the MMDHD since.
The letter further states rehabilitation or replacement of individual on-site
disposal systems does not appear to be a feasible, long-term solution due to
factors such as lot size, a high-water table, and the number of systems in
failure.
Alma College environmental students and MDEQ technicians have sampled
water at different locations of the Pine River for several years. High degrees of
E. coli has registered both from animal and human sources.
Monitoring results and field observations by both DEQ and the health
department led to the DEQ’s recent action, the letter stated.
Monitoring conducted in the Pine River off River Street showed an
exceedance of the total body contact beyond the maximum of 300 CFU/100
mL for E. coli.
Both the MMDHD and WRD staff observed evidence of sewage discharges,
such as bacterial slimes and the odor of sewage, at several locations on the
south side of Riverdale.
Lumberjack Road catch basins at several locations registered varying degrees
of E. coli from the highest of 25,000 CFU/100 mL last February. The lowest
sample taken was in September of 1,986 CFU/100 mL at the Fifth Street
storm drain discharge. CFU stands for Colony Forming Units and refers to the
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number of viable bacterial cells in a sample per unit of volume.
DEQ Environmental Quality Analyst Cheri Meyer at the Water Resources
Division replied in an email that the purpose of the letter from the Water
Resources Division “was not related to any funding opportunities but to
ensure sewage discharges cease to ensure Water Quality Standards are met
and to protect public health and safety.”
Meyer stated the DEQ in October 2017 received a complaint by a resident in
Riverdale that sewage was discharging across his property and into the Pine
River.
“Since that date, the MMDHD and the DEQ have sampled for E.coli and Fecal
Coliforms, and conducted field investigations. Based on the documentation
we have, it is the DEQ’s position that a community-wide system is needed to
cease discharges of sewage from failing septic systems to the Pine River, as
replacing individual failing septic systems does not appear to be a feasible
solution. We are asking the Township to submit a plan for how they will
proceed.”
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was done as an “emergency ordinance,” which means the new
rules will become effective im-
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GRATIOT COUNTY

Contractor
expected to
produce savings
at Velsicol site
By Sun staff reports
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ask Force Hall of Fame. She was presented the

cleanup of the river.
For her efforts, Keon was recently elected
to the PRCTF Hall of Fame.
During her acceptance speech, she told of
about how the group named itself in 1998,
calling itself a “task force” because members expected the task of cleaning up the
chemical waste from Velsicol would take
about ﬁve years and then they would move
of the on to other things.
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A new contractor is expected
to save nearly a million dollars at
the Velsicol cleanup site in Gratiot County.
Cascade Thermal, recommended by Jacobs, the EPA’s design contractor, was approved to
do the work of designing the inplace thermal treatment for a section of the former plant site. The
company will realize its savings
because it is already doing work
in a different section, reducing
mobilization and start up times.
Cascade Thermal is developing the design for the 3 acres that
make up the new section and is
VELSICOL >> PAGE 2
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expected to be done in two
phases. Drilling is expected
to begin in March 2019,
with completion around fall
2021. Progress in the new
section is going as planned.
EPA does not expect any issues with funding.
The Agency will request
additional funding in 2021
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originally knocked unconscious, but what killed her
was that her wrists were cut
open and she bled out.
Investigators also early
on found evidence that a
sexual assault might have
occurred. What came of
that is probably the biggest
question left unanswered
by the fact that the records
are incomplete. Finney
said she suspects that in
a different time with different values, that side of
the crime might have been
kept quiet out of respect to
the victim and her family.
An early person of interest was a “Mr. Snear,” identiﬁed as either Bob or Ed in
the report. He was Hattie’s
boyfriend at the time and

human beings have a huge
propensity for good and
yet a capacity for evil.”
On a lighter note, the
queen listed the House of

own ﬁrstborn,
“We have had other celebrations too, including
the 70th birthday of The
Prince of Wales,” other-

with respect and as a fellow human being is always
a good ﬁrst step towards
Page : A02
greater understanding,”
she said.

to remove 100,000 tons of
contaminated soil from potential sources of contamination in both sections.
EPA also continues to work
with the city of St. Louis on
constructing a new well for
drinking water to improve
water capacity and reliability for the Gratiot Area Water Authority.
By the end of this year,
EPA expects to receive the
Ecological Risk Assessment
from Dr. Matthew Zwi-

ernik. The Agency has also
created a proposal with Jacobs and Dr. Stephen Boyd
of Michigan State University to fund a pilot study
evaluating the use of carbon-based materials to remove DDT in floodplain
soil. Bank sampling near
the high school athletic
ﬁelds has been completed
with results expected in
spring 2019.
EPA continues to work
with the owner of a nearby

property for the installation of an access road into
the site as well as with the
owners of the golf course on
site preparation and placement of the in-place thermal treatment system.
EPA has completed surveying the nine locations
where municipal water will
be provided to residents
and expects the design for
the drinking water replacement to be completed by
early summer 2019.

was reportedly the only
person who regularly saw
her. It was a relationship
the family objected to.
In early September, however, police were told that
a boy named Lopez, who
attended the intermediate
school, knew more.
Lopez worked for Hattie
Swindlehurst that summer
and told police that he’d
overheard a conversation
in which his sister was told
of Delmar’s involvement.
The source of the information was Quezada’s sisters.
Police talked to Elisa
Jane Quezada, who told
them that she was at home
with Delmar the afternoon
of Aug. 26. During a storm,
Delmar left home. When he
came back, his sister told
police that he was scared
because he’d beaten up and
cut an old woman’s wrists.
The next day, a differ-

ent sister conﬁmed the basic story but said that the
murder took place Aug. 27.
Although the address that
Delmar lived in is redacted
in the police report, in this
interview, his sister said
that Delmar lived across
from Hattie Swindlehurst.
Delmar ﬂed Mt. Pleasant
on the morning of Aug. 27
in a vehicle driven, according to the police report, by
a Janet Vorce and Delmar’s
sister Carmen. Although it
was believed at the time
that he’d headed to Atlanta or Florida, he was
later found in California.
Meanwhile, his ﬁngerprint was found in the
blood on the butcher knife
used to kill Hattie Swindlehurst. Apprehended
and returned to Mt. Pleasant, Delmar confessed to
second-degree murder. He
was sentenced to life in

prison.
Ricardo Moore, a member of Michigan’s parole
board, will conduct Quezada’s hearing according to
the state’s lifer law next
month in Ionia. It’s here
where Finney will ask that
Delmar be kept in prison.
She said that she doesn’t
think he should ever rejoin society.
Isabella County prosecutor Dave Barberi said that
his office plans to join her
in opposing Quezada’s release.
One challenge for Barberi’s office is locating the
original prosecutor’s report and court transcripts.
It’s not that they’ve been
destroyed. It’s that the case
is so old that they are hard
to ﬁnd. Some of the county’s old records, in fact, are
being stored outside the
county.
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of that year. Sent to prison for the said she plans to attend to ask the have themselves died, or their open and Hattie Swindlehurst ly- d
crime was her neighbor, Delmar state to keep him in prison and memories aren’t what they used ing on the kitchen ﬂoor. Robert
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KEON ELECTED TO TASK
FORCE HALL OF FAME
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Jane Keon of St. Louis was recently inducted into the Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force Hall of Fame. She was presented the
award by the group’s chairman, James Hall.
By Greg Nelson
gnelson@digitalﬁrstmedia.com

In 1997, Jane Keon went to a meeting in
St. Louis where U.S. Environmental Protection Agency officials were telling residents
there was no need to cleanup sediment from
the Pine River below the city’s municipal
dam adjacent to the former Velsicol Chemical plant site.
However, when she heard the results of
an EPA study, Keon felt she had to get in-

volved.
“Instead of a few hundred parts per million DDT (in the sediment), EPA found
36,000-42,000 parts per million,” she said.
“I knew Mother Nature couldn’t ﬁx that.
“There was a sign-up sheet for people interested in starting a Community Advisory
Group and I signed up.”
The rest as they say is history.
Keon became a founding member of the
Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force,
which led to the $100 million multi-year

cleanup of the river.
For her efforts, Keon was recently elected
to the PRCTF Hall of Fame.
During her acceptance speech, she told of
about how the group named itself in 1998,
calling itself a “task force” because members expected the task of cleaning up the
chemical waste from Velsicol would take
about ﬁve years and then they would move
on to other things.
It’s now been 20 years, and although
PINE >> PAGE 2
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and the city of Ithaca narrowly defeated the proposal
last month.
The countywide tally was
7,266 (51 percent) no votes

Yonker noted the city
council can always repeal
the new ordinances in the
future if it wants to opt
back in.

Pine

sity in 1973 and 1975 respectively.
Keon taught Freshman
Composition at Alma College part-time for 27 years.
She also was the owner of
the Book Shoppe in downtown Alma in the 1980s,
and was a reporter for
the Morning Sun, Gratiot County Herald and
Saginaw News during the
1990s.
She has lived in St.
Louis for 29 years.
Being honored or winning awards are nothing
new for Keon.
In 2011, she received the
Spirit of St. Louis Award,
the city’s top citizen honor,
the Alma College Community Service Award and
the Philo Media Award
for the video she produced,
“Mineral Springs to Toxic
Town.”
Keon also received recognition from the Chippewa Watershed Conservancy for her work on the
Pine River in 2014 and was
named a Public Health
Champion by the MidMichigan District Health
Department in 2016.
She becomes the seventh member of the task
force hall of fame.

FROM PAGE 1

“much had been accomplished,” it’s taken a lot
more than the amount of
time initially expected,
Keon said.
Current EPA project
manager for the Velsicol
site was complimentary
of Keon’s work over the
years.
“The hours she has
spent on this, along with
her influence, has done
great service to the community,” he said.
Keon served as the task
force chairperson for 12
years, from 2002-2014,
and as it’s secretary, from
1998-2002 and again from
2014 until the present.
She also has written a
book, “Tombstone Town,”
detailing the ﬁrst 16 years
of the task force.
Keon was born and
raised in Alma graduating
from Alma High School
and then attending Alma
College for two years.
She earned her bachelor’s and master’s degree
in English literature from
Michigan State Univer-
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by the fact that the records
are incomplete. Finney
said she suspects that in
a different time with different values, that side of
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they would be closing the Mexi- can call 574-272-5922 for a re- Mount Pleasant and graduated
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from Central Michigan UniverPleasant staple for 33 years.
“Woke up to this,” said RobRESTAURANT » PAGE 5
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PINE RIVER TASK FORCE
CELEBRATES 20 YEARS
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In this overview map of the former Velsicol Chemical plant site and surrounding areas in St. Louis, OU-1 — operational unit 1— is the former
plant site scheduled for cleanup in 2014. That includes the parking lot and residential neighborhood, scheduled for cleanup this year and
next. OU-2is the Pine River section that has already been cleaned up but still needs monitoring. OU-3is the river downstream from the St.
Louis Dam, which will likely be cleaned up.
By Greg Nelson
gnelson@digitalﬁrstmedia.com

When the Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force was
formed in St. Louis 20 years
ago, members thought it might
take ﬁve years to get contamination from the former Velsicol Chemical Co. plant site
and other locations throughout Gratiot County cleaned up.
Were they in for a shock.
Now, here it is 2018, and the
group is celebrating its 20th
anniversary.
Little did they realize in
those formative years the
amount and the various types
of toxic chemicals contained on
the 52-acre parcel, the adjacent
Pine River and other spots in
the area.
The task force is recognized
as the officially sanctioned
Community Advisory Group to
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which along with

the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality, has
been working to remediate local contaminated sites.
“We formed to oversee the
cleanup of the chemical pollution left behind by the Velsicol
Chemical Corporation,” founding member and current Secretary Jane Keon said. “That remains our primary focus and
goal.
“About 12 people attended
the ﬁrst meeting (in 1998). At
present, we have about 35 duespaying members, with several
hundred on our mailing list.”
The former plant site has a
long history of environmental issues dating back to when
Michigan Chemical Co. was
manufacturing DDT there.
However, the most well
known health-related problem happened in 1973 when the
PBB disaster occurred.
That’s when a ﬁre retardant
TASK FORCE » PAGE 5
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During World War II, Velsicol — then Michigan Chemical Corp. —
was a prime supplier of DDT to the U.S. military. This railroad car
funneled containers of the chemical out of St. Louis.
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was accidentally mixed
with cattle feed, which was
distributed throughout the
state casing havoc in the
dairy and cattle industries.
The mistake was not discovered until a year later resulting in thousands of cattle being destroyed.
Testing also indicated
that more than 97 percent
of Michigan’s human population had detectable levels on PBB in their blood,
which has been passed on
to future generations.
The plant was closed in
1978 but that was only the
beginning of what was to
come.
All of the facilities were
demolished and buried on
the property, and a slurry
wall and clay cap installed
in an effort to contain the
contaminants on the site.
It didn’t work.
Later studies indicated
the wall was leaking hazardous chemicals into the
Pine River with others seeping into the groundwater.
That’s how the EPA be-

Restaurant
FROM PAGE 1

sity with a degree in journalism.
“I worked there for a
couple of years,” she said.
“I worked at the restauname with the building they
will be overseeing, according to Schafer.
Those will be sent out
sometime after the first
of the year, according to
United Way of Gratiot and
Isabella Counties Executive
Director Annie Sanders.
The ownership of the
building is planned to be
transferred from Victory
Church to the new organization in mid-2019, according
to Schafer. She also said that
the ﬁnalization of the ownership transfer is dependent
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came involved and resulted
in the formation of the task
force.
In 1999, the group
learned that Total Reﬁnery
had been ﬁned $13.5 million for air pollution. It applied for a Supplemental Environmental Project to have
Horse Creek. which crosses
Michigan Avenue near the
Evergreen Mobile Home
Park, cleaned up.
The U.S. Department of
Justice awarded the project $6 million and also
gave $600,000 to the city
of Alma to pay for moving
Alma Iron and Metal from
off the banks of the Pine
River.
In 2001, the task force
ﬁled a claim against Fruit
of the Loom after it learned
of the company’s connection to the Velsicol pollution, but a judge through
the case out of court.
“Next we wrote letters
to several federal agencies
about how money from the
Fruit of the Loom bankruptcy should come to our
town for (the cleanup) of our
sites,” Keon said.
“In 2002, the DOJ determined that many millions should go to each of

the Velsicol sites in Michigan, Illinois, Tennessee and
New Jersey. Our sites were
awarded the biggest share,
and we later learned that
was done because we had
ﬁled a claim and written
the detailed letters.
“We were supposed to get
$60 million. Velsicol and
FTL wiggled out of much
of that.”
When the task force
learned that Oxford Automotive in Alma was ﬁling
for bankruptcy the group
ﬁled another claim.
“This time the judge
didn’t throw it out and
even offered us lawyers to
work with us pro bono,”
Keon said. “Oxford settled
with us for almost $100,000.
That money went to the task
force and not for EPA.”
Since 1998, more than
$190 million has been spent
on various cleanup projects
in the area. And there is still
much more to do.
In addition to the river,
plant site and Horse Creek,
others where work has already taken place or is ongoing include a radioactive site between Breckenridge and St. Louis along
Horse Creek, the “Burn

Pit” near the Hidden Oaks
golf Course in St. Louis, the
Smith Farm and former
Gratiot County Landfill,
both in Bethany Township,
replacement of the St. Louis
municipal water system, excavation of contaminated
sediment in a 12-block St.
Louis residential neighborhood and the high school
athletic ﬁelds, and the Pine
River downstream from the
St. Louis dam.
Health studies for St.
Louis residents and former
plant employees are also in
the works.
Many of these won’t be
completed for years.
And the task force plans
to be around until its mission is ﬁnished, no matter
how long that might take.
“One of our biggest accomplishments is to remain
cohesive all these years,”
Keon said.
“A sociolog ist from
(Michigan State University) said it is a given that
groups formed around a
cause never last longer than
seven years. “People have
moved away, of course, and
died, and one or two have
quit, but most of us are still
active.”

rant in Petoskey for a few
summers and the same
thing happened there:
closed with no notice to
workers.”
She also said that several friends who worked at
La Senorita told her that
business had been slowing
down prior to the closure.

Several members of the
Mt. Pleasant community
took to social media to express their surprise at the
sudden closure.
“So sad to hear,” said
Dawn Tanner, commenting on a Facebook post
about the closure. “We’ve
some good memories over

the years.”
A notice posted to Facebook by a worker at the
restaurant notiﬁed them
of the sudden closure, also
not given any reason for
the closure.
La Senorita did not answer phone calls from the
Morning Sun.

on how fast the government
will get back to them.
“The articles of incorporation do not take that long,
but the IRS form can take
up to six months,” she said.
Once everything is set,
the community foundation
will give the new entity a
grant to buy the building,
according to Schafer.
“We know that it will continue to be a nonproﬁt center that operates for the citizens of Isabella County,” she
said. “It will focus on organizations that aim to reduce
poverty in our community.”

Their drive for Giving
Tuesday, the Tuesday after Black Friday, netted the
center a total of $23,000, according to Schafer.
“That was mostly online
donations,” she said. “It’s
the most we’ve ever received
through online donations in
a single day.”
She also said that several major gifts were given
either via check or stock
and mutual funds that day.
In addition to those direct
gifts, several pledges over
the course of several years
are expected to help with

the funding.
Combined with recent
gifts that were given as
early as Monday, the group
determined that they had
enough to buy the building,
according to Schafer.
Both Schafer and Sanders applauded the community for helping the center
reach its goal to buy the
building they are housed in
and their continued support
for those less fortunate. “So
many great things are happening and that’s because of
the support right here in our
community,” Sanders said.
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By State Rep. James Lower
For The Herald
PFAS, Flint, the Line 5 pipeline in the straits of Mackinac.
These recent situations have shed light on how we protect Michigan’s water –
a precious natural resource that citizens drink, cook with, swim in and use to
clean themselves – from hazardous contaminants and unwanted material.
Dilapidated and failing Michigan septic systems are also a real and often
overlooked problem that jeopardizes public health. Many private, individual
systems are located near streams, rivers, ponds, lakes and wells.
Each year, 5.2 billion gallons of raw septic waste ends up in Michigan water.
The Flat River and Pine River have been flagged for E. coli, making it unsafe
for recreational activity like swimming and fishing.
That’s why I will continue to work on a plan going forward into the new
legislative term that would develop a uniform and cohesive statewide septic
code for Michigan. Our state’s towns, villages and counties are currently
forced to come up with a patchwork set of regulations on their own. Some are
doing an admirable and effective job while others are going too far or setting
priorities elsewhere, as there are only so many departmental bodies, hours
and dollars to go around at the local level.
It is important to establish guidelines with concise language while featuring
the important aspect of local control. My proposal clearly defines what a
system failure is, adds education requirements for local health departments
and creates an online database for onsite wastewater systems that will
evaluate function level and allow for better tracking across the state. These are
centralized concepts that would be consistent statewide, but implementation
and enforcement will stay with local health departments through the public
health code. These changes would not add costs for homeowners.
It is also essential to protect private property rights while also protecting our
water. The rights of homeowners should not be infringed upon, but with
http://gcherald.com/protecting-our-fresh-water-while-preserving-private-property-rights/2019/01/02/
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improved methods of identifying and addressing failing or failed systems,
we’ll be able to pinpoint problems.
There are two roads ahead in the future of Michigan’s natural resources – one
where we put forth thought-out, preventative measures for protection and
another in which we are discarding the idea of danger only to pay for it later. I
thank Governor Rick Snyder for his help on this issue and look forward to
working with Governor-elect Whitmer. This is not a partisan issue, but a
quality of life issue. I want to continue this conversation to help keep
Michigan residents healthy and raw sewage out of our water, while continuing
to uphold our state’s moniker of “Pure Michigan.” Let’s not let stuff fall
through the cracks – and I mean that very literally.

http://gcherald.com/protecting-our-fresh-water-while-preserving-private-property-rights/2019/01/02/
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igibility for their scholarships.
funds,” Sherrill said.
MPACF offers a range of schol- and balances — just ensuring that students already e
With more than 100 scholarEach year, there are a few arships that have varying eligibil- when a student is eligible for returning to high
ships worth $118,250 to award, it scholarships that are never ap- ity criteria.
something, they are 100 percent
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HEALTHY PINE RIVER GROUP
TO RELEASE STUDY RESULTS

Some details released, complete results to be presented at Thursday public forum
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This image shows the Pine River at Cheesman Road shot in September of 2018.
By Greg Nelson
gnelson@digitalﬁrsmedia.com

As expected, pollutants in the
Upper Pine River Watershed are
coming from both human and
animal sources.
The Healthy Pine River group
commissioned a study of the
area last year by Streamside
Ecological Services, an independent company in Lowell.
The complete results will be
presented at a public forum set
for 7 p.m. Thursday at the Alma
Public Library.
The Gratiot County Conservation District is serving as ﬁscal manager for the study, which
was paid for with federal grant
dollars.
Contaminants in the river are
coming from human, cattle and
swine, according to the report.
However, no pollutants from
horses were found.
The update will include information collected from a survey, during which stream banks,

The update will include information
collected from a survey, during which
stream banks, wild land and farm
property were observed, cataloged and
enumerated.
wild land and farm property
were observed, cataloged and
enumerated.
Results of E.coli sampling,
which has been a problem in
many spots along the river, will
also be released.
Streamside Ecological Services specializes in aquatic and
wetland biology. It has over 10
years of experience assisting
similar groups develop watershed plans.
The Upper Pine River from
St. Louis to Riverdale has been
sampled and studied by Alma
College faculty and students for
the past 15 years. More recently
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality has gotten

involved.
Just a year ago sampling by
the MDEQ showed that 12 of
the 13 tributaries of the Pine
River are contaminated above
acceptable levels of E.coli
bacteria.
Studies began when algae
blooms started choking off portions of the river, which resulted in an enormous increase
in E.coli levels, especially after
heavy rains.
On the testing scale, a level
of 300 is considered unsafe for
human contact. In some parts
of the river the levels are much
higher. One spot measured at
over 7,000 last June.
Some strains of E.coli produce

a powerful toxin that damages
the lining of the small intestine.
Honeyoye Creek near Alger
Road in Alma, Sugar Creek on
Cheesman Road between Alma
and St. Louis and Horse Creek
near the Evergreen Village Mobile Home Park on Michigan Avenue have been some of the “hot
spots” where E.coli levels have
been high during the summer
months.
Although thus far there
has been no proof many suspect faulty septic systems and
runoff from agricultural land
along the river are contributing
factors.
The MDEQ and the U.S Environmental Protection Agency
will have to approve the watershed plan, Healthy Pine River
Chairman Gay Rayburn said in
a press release.
Once the group gets the OK
“we’ll be eligible for state and
federal grant money to help us
get the river back to the way it
should be,” he added.
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0, 2017 photo, defendant Jason Dalton, left,
ed with killing six people in-between picking
Uber, stands with attorney Eusebio Solis
ng in Kalamazoo.

ar-old Dalton
es” to a series
on Monday, adhe shot eight
hree locations.
were killed in
ot of a Cracker
urant, while a
17-year-old son
hot while lookn a dealer’s lot.
o was 14 at the
ot in the head
e restaurant
survived. An-

other woman was injured in
a residential area.
Defense attorney Eusebio
Solis said he advised Dalton
not to plead guilty. But he
said his client wanted to
spare families more grief
during a trial.
“I’ve been practicing law
for 30 years and have never
pleaded to life in prison
without parole,” Solis said
outside court.
— The Associated Press

mination, religious exemption

erpreted in the
rights law to
ual orientation
dentity.
r, unlike Snyt include an exreligious orgaat receive state

and inclusion officer.
“This is a great thing that
she’s done. It’s really helped
take a big step forward toward fair and equal treatment for LGBT people,” said
Jay Kaplan, staff attorney
for the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan’s
LGBT Project.
Kaplan said Snyder’s
short-lived directive was
“very problematic” because it allowed religious
employers doing business
with the state to discriminate, including adoption
and foster care agencies
offering non-ministerial
services.

State health officials
warn of increasing
norovirus activity

can begin as early as 12
hours after exposure to the
virus or as late as 72 hours.
They usually last one to
three days. The state says
that in most cases, ill individuals fully recover without medical attention.
Norovirus easily is
spread through food, by
person-to-person contact
or through contaminated
surfaces. Officials say frequent hand-washing for at
least 20 seconds with soap
and warm running water
is the best way to limit the
spread of the norovirus.

Health officials in Michigan are warning that a
virus that causes vomiting, diarrhea and stomach cramping is making
its rounds.
Michigan’s Health and
Human Services department has identified increases in norovirus activity, which often peaks during the winter.
The viruses also can
cause low-grade fever,
headache, weakness and
muscle aches. Symptoms — The Associated Press

Another
misdemeanor
deal in Flint water
investigation

Todd Flood praised her
“candor and truthfulness.”
Defense attorney Brian
Morley says the case likely
will be dismissed in six to
12 months.
Seven people now have
resolved their cases with
misdemeanor pleas.
Flint’s water was contaminated w ith lead
when the city switched
sources in 2014 and didn’t
treat water to reduce
corrosion.
A former state health director and a state doctor
are awaiting trial on involuntary manslaughter
charges related to a Legionnaires’ outbreak that
was blamed on the water.

M ic h i g a n’s for mer
drinking water regulator
has pleaded no contest to
a misdemeanor in the Flint
water investigation.
It’s a break for Liane
Shekter Smith, who was
facing felony charges, including involuntary manslaughter , in an investigation of Flint’s lead-tainted
water and a Legionnaires’
disease outbreak.
Smith pleaded no contest Monday to disturbance of a lawful meeting and agreed to testify
against others, if necessary. Special prosecutor — The Associated Press
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MDEQ to require
Ithaca to cleanup
former landfill
By Greg Nelson
gnelson@digitalﬁrstmedia.com

The Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality is requiring the city of Ithaca to cleanup a
former landﬁll a couple of miles
west of town.
The site, located behind the
Gratiot County Animal Shelter at
2675 W. Washington Rd., was operational from the 1960s through
the 1970s and is still owned and
maintained by the city.
City officials were informed in a
letter from the agency that it “considers the city of Ithaca responsible for the contamination.”
Groundwater samples collected
on the property were above generic cleanup criteria and screening levels for perfluorooctanic
acid and perfluorooctane sulfonic acid.
Both are part of the PFAS family of chemicasl and are considered “hazardous substances” under the Environmental Remediation of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection Act,
the letter stated.
It went on to say the concentration of those chemicals make is a
DUMP >> PAGE 2
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Dump
FROM PAGE 1

site regulated by the act and
“steps are required to clean
up the contamination.”
As a “liable party” the
MDEQ sent the city a list of
requirements it must comply with. Those include:
Taking measures to contain or remove contamination sources.
Identifying and elimi-

Parole
FROM PAGE 1

That drug smuggling
scheme involved Quezada’s
wife putting balloons ﬁlled
with drugs into her mouth
and passing them to him
during a kiss. He would
swallow the balloons, selling some of the drugs to
other inmates while keeping some of the marijuana
for his own use.
Isabella County Prosecutor Dave Barberi told Ricardo Moore, the Parole
Board’s representative at
the hearing, this demonstrated that while he said
he entered prison as an angry, substance-abusing 16
year old that even as he
matured that he was willing to break laws. This was
in conﬂict with the image
Quezada presented of himself as a man who has repented of the one thing he
most regretted, murdering
85-year-old Hattie Swindlehurst.
In an exchange of text
messages Thursday morning, Barberi said that his
argument was built on four
criteria: Has Quezada reformed, his behavior behind bars, his ability to assimilate if released and the
risk that he will re-offend.
His answer?
“Essentially I said the risk
of his release outweighs the
gain,” he wrote. He also said
that in the original agreement, that the life sentence

not known.
Barberi was asked about it.
Minutes before argu- He made the “yak-yak-yak”
mentsReduced
were supposed
to gesture
hand
and
Copy
to 80% from
originalwith
to fitone
letter
page
start, Circuit Court Judge said that Chamberlain said
Mark Duthie was the ﬁrst of that he’d overheard an outthe four to pull himself off burst about the case from

Janes on Thursday said
that he had to recuse himself from the case because
he was the judge who’d originally bound the case over for
trial after a preliminary exam

them on Dec. 21.
Elliott faces two charges
of criminal
sexual
conduct,
Page
: A02
third degree, and one count
of assault to commit sexual
penetration.

nating any threat of ﬁre or
explosion or direct contact
hazards.
Notifying the MDEQ and
affected neighbors if contamination has migrated
off the property.
Delineating the extent of
the contamination.
Undertaking cleanup of
the contamination.
“While the MDEQ understands that parties my selfimplement response activities, it appears that the city
of Ithaca has not voluntarily

complied with the provisions of (the Act),” the letter stated.
“Since environmental
contamination is present
on the property the city of
Ithaca also has a responsibility as the owner or operator of the property to take
certain measures, commonly called due care, to
ensure that existing contamination on the property
does not cause unacceptable risks and is not exacerbated,” the letter continued.

Michigan’s cleanup standard for groundwater used
for drinking water is 70
parts per trillion of PFASs.
Five of the eight MDEQ
test sites at the former
landﬁll showed PFAS levels above 100 parts per trillion or more, with one having 7,300 parts per trillion.
On the positive side, followup tests conducted by
the agency of 13 residential
wells near the site showed
“non-detect” levels for PFAS.
In his city council re-

port last week City Manager Chris Yonker said the
city “will likely be conferring with an environmental consultant to assist with
complying with provisions”
of the law.
If the city believes it cannot afford to pay for remedation of the property or
other required work it can
apply for a “ﬁnancial valuation” from the MDEQ.
That includes supplying
the agency with “ﬁnancial
statements, bond prospec-

tuses and budgets for fund
expenditures for the past
three years,” the MDEQ letter stated.
The city staff is in the
process of gathering the requested documents for the
agency to review, Yonker
said.
However, “there is no
guarantee” the city will receive funding assistance
from the MDEQ, he added.
The city has until Jan. 26
to submit the requested materials.

was intended to mean without parole.
Fifteen members of Swindlehurst’s family attended
Tuesday’s hearing to oppose
Quezada’s parole, according
to Madonna Finney, Swindlehurst’s great-granddaughter and one of the
witnesses who gave an account of the hearing’s proceedings.
Only a few feet separated
Quezada from his victim’s
family. They listened to
him describe his crime; he
listened to them tell a parole board representative
why they thought he should
stay in prison.
Finney, who followed
Quezada’s time behind
bars as a registered crime
victim, was one of the people who spoke out against
the parole. She said she
found Quezada’s story to
be a whitewashing of the
night in August 1974 when
he went to her house to steal
but ultimately that ended in
Swindlehurst’s grisly murder. She also said she didn’t
feel that Quezada took full
responsibility for what he
did.
Two people spoke on behalf of Quezada, a nephew
named Leo Hall and family friend Lanette Zaleski,
who said she plans to rent
a trailer in mid-Michigan
to Quezada if he is paroled.
Hall, 44, was born after
the Swindlehurst murder
but told Moore that as a
Christian he believes that
everyone deserves second
chances, according to peo-

ple present.
Quezada told Moore that
he has earned that second
chance, having put behind
him not just his crimes but
a dark history ﬁlled with
rage fueled by abuse and
substance abuse, according
to people present.
Alcohol featured early in
Quezada’s life.
He told Moore that his father gave him his ﬁrst taste
at age 5 and by 7 it was a
regular thing in his life.
Around the same time, he
said that his father would
take him from the home
for ﬁghts that pitted small
children against other small
children.
Around the same period,
a stepbrother entered the
picture, who Quezada said
molested him.
Quezada began committed crimes, mostly involving
theft but sometimes turning
violent.
That peaked in 1973
when he and a handful
of other young teens conspired to assault and murder a woman named Minnie
Bower so they could steal
money from her. Quezada’s
job was to toss a rug over
her, but when she resisted
the boys ﬂed.
In Febr ua r y 1 974 ,
Quezada robbed a local 7-11
with a loaded .22 he got from
his sister’s friend. After divvying up the alcohol and
money they got, Quezada
ﬂed the state. When he returned later in the month, he
was arrested and sent to a
boys camp in Brighton.

During an employee
party that August in a McDonald’s he ﬂed and hitchhiked back to Mt. Pleasant, where he was caught
and when in the process
of being returned escaped
again, this time coming to
his sister’s house on Arnold
Street, people present said
that Quezada told Moore.
Across from them was Hattie Swindlehurst’s house.
While staying at the
house, Quezada said he
committed petty crimes
and drank.
Quezada said he drank
all day on the 26th, and between 9 and 10 p.m. went
across the street to rob
Swindlehurst’s home.
Swindlehurst surprised
him, he said, and told him
that if he didn’t leave she
would call the police. He
grabbed her and strangled
her and eventually knocked
her unconscious. He cut her
wrists open and she bled to
death.
He went back to his sister’s house, covered in
blood and after telling her
that he’d killed Swindlehurst, showered. He woke up
the next morning to police
swarming Swindlehurst’s
yard and asked to borrow
Janet Vorce’s car.
They drove to Atlanta
and then to Pasadena, Calif., where police caught
him.
Quezada said that he’s
put all of this behind him
and that if allowed to leave
prison would move into a
trailer near Rosebush where

he would attend meetings of
substance abuse groups and
church. He also said he’d
like to assist elderly people
with security issues.
Finney said that while
she harbors no resentment
to members of his family, that statement nearly
caused her to fall onto the
ﬂoor.
Her family isn’t his only
hurdle. Barberi’s objection
to his release prompted
the state’s attorney general to also come out in opposition to his parole. His
prison misconduct record
includes 16 major offenses,
all of them on drug charges.
The most serious is the 2007
smuggling charge.
No decision on his parole
was made Tuesday. Instead,
Moore will take what he
learned back to the full parole board for a vote in the

coming months. A majority
vote either way will decide
Quezada’s fate.
Regardless, Tuesday’s
hearing provided Finney
with a sense of closure.
“I feel like I did what I
had to do for my grandma
and my family,” she said.
She said presenting her case
before Moore was emotionally trying but that ultimately it left her feeling as
if a big weight were lifted
from her.
It might not be permanent, she said. If Quezada
is denied parole this time,
it’s possible that he’ll be eligible again in five years
and that she’ll have to once
again share her story.
Efforts to contact Leo
Hall, Quezada’s nephew
who spoke in favor of his
uncle’s parole, were not successful.
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By Michael MacDonald
Herald Editor
The discovery of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances in drinking water
supplies across the state in the past year has given local municipalities their
fare share of headaches.
And while the city of Ithaca’s four drinking wells were deemed clear of
possessing the man-made chemicals following summer testing by the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, a dose of Tylenol should be
in order for city officials.
Early last month, through a letter received by city hall on December 12, the
state agency informed Ithaca that they would be on the hook for cleanup
efforts at a shuttered city landfill which contains high amounts of the
chemicals commonly referred to as PFAS.
In the fall of 2017, the Mid-Michigan District Health Department and MDEQ
were alerted to possibly contaminated tannery waste dumped at the landfill by
Wolverine World Wide when the company operated a factory in the city. The
shoe manufacturer used 3M Scotchguard, a stain and water repellant laden
with PFAS, to waterproof their leather products. The company shutdown their
Ithaca plant in the early 1980s.
2018 testing of the landfill, which was operational in the 1960s through the
1970s, showed the presence of PFAS in surface water, leading to further
testing of 12 residential drinking wells that pull their supply from a nearby
aquifer. Test results came back negative for PFAS in those wells, and MDEQ
determined that the chemicals were not migrating from the landfill.
Ithaca city council members breathed a sigh of relief upon receiving the news,
as scientific studies have linked PFAS exposure to adverse health outcomes in
humans. The most-studied PFAS chemicals are PFOA and PFOS, acronyms
for perfluorooctanoic acid and perfluorooctane sulfonate, respectively. Those
toxic chemicals were discovered at the landfill.
The Environmental Protection Agency has set a Lifetime Health Advisory level
for exposure to PFOA and PFOS at 70 parts per trillion. One monitoring well
at the landfill registered 100 times the recommended amount, testing at 7,300
parts per trillion.
Studies indicate that PFOA and PFOS can cause reproductive and
developmental, liver and kidney, and immunological effects in laboratory
animals. Both chemicals have caused tumors in animals. According to the
EPA, the most consistent findings are increased cholesterol levels among
exposed populations, with more limited findings related to low infant birth
weights, effects on the immune system, cancer and thyroid hormone
disruption.
The most common exposure to the chemicals, according to health officials, is
through ingestion. PFAS do not break down in the environment and can move
easily into water supplies and soil.
In their letter to the city, MDEQ informed Ithaca that agency is holding them
liable for the contamination and has mandated the city to remediate the
landfill of the chemicals, either by removement or containment.
http://gcherald.com/state-holding-ithaca-liable-for-contaminated-landfill/2019/01/16/
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Currently the city is seeking the advice of an environmental consultant to
decide what the appropriate course of action should be.
“There are a couple options available,” said Ithaca city manager Chris Yonker.
“We can excavate the site and send the toxic waste to a landfill in Detroit, or
we can cap and line it. Both are expensive options.”
Per their correspondence, MDEQ has requested an initial remediation plan be
sent to them from the city within 45 days of receipt of their letter. Last Friday,
Yonker said that he was working on getting the agency the requested
documentation by this week.
Knowing that remediation of the landfill could be a financial burden on the
city, MDEQ indicated that Ithaca could be eligible for aid under a financial
valuation. It was unclear to Yonker what amount of money would be available
from the agency, but his staff was working on providing financial statements
to MDEQ to show the hardship paying for the cleanup efforts would entail.
Another option available to Ithaca for potential funding of landfill
remediation would be to join a federal lawsuit filed by MDEQ against
Wolverine World Wide in January of 2018. MDEQ claims that Wolverine
improperly handled waste disposal so that it resulted in the release of toxic
chemicals which may present an imminent and substantial endangerment to
human health and the environment.
In order to become a party of MDEQ’s lawsuit, Ithaca would have to prove
that Wolverine did in fact dump their tannery waste into their landfill.
According to Yonker, former Ithaca mayor and current Gratiot County
Commissioner George Bailey had worked for Wolverine when the landfill was
operational. Yonker said that Bailey remembers taking leather scraps to the
landfill for the company as an employee.
Yonker was not sure if Bailey’s anecdotal evidence would be enough to
become a party to MDEQ’s lawsuit, and said that the city is busy trying to find
accompanying documentation to link the company.
“We went through all of our city council meetings from the 1960s and 1970s
and there wasn’t any mention of the landfill,” said Yonker. “If the city gave
Wolverine permission to dump there, I’m guessing it was probably a word of
mouth agreement.”
Convoluting matters, Yonker said, is the fact that no current city officials were
around when the landfill was operational.
According to Yonker, there are antiquated city files in boxes in the bowels of
city hall with minimal labeling. He intends to go through them to see if he can
dig up any documentation related to Wolverine and the landfill.
Yonker believes the landfill, located two miles west of downtown on
Washington Road, was created in the mid 1960s, sometime around
construction of the highway. State officials utilized sand from the site to help
build portions of U.S. 127.
At that time, no federal or state regulations existed for landfills, and Yonker
thinks city officials turned the sand pit into a dumping ground.
Yonker said that if there is a good side to this debacle, it is that city water is
not contaminated with PFAS. Conversely, however, is the bad side, which
could leave Ithaca footing the entire bill of remediation, whatever that might
be.
“We will have to check our general fund to see what the city can afford,” said
Yonker. “This could turn into a situation where we might have to try for an
http://gcherald.com/state-holding-ithaca-liable-for-contaminated-landfill/2019/01/16/
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environmental bond. We are paying for the sins of our past. We didn’t do it,
but we allowed somebody to. Ultimately we are responsible.”
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DAVID OWENS

Township Supervisor Resigns Amid Trying Period
By Rosemary Horvath
Herald Staff Writer
Between the Jan. 9 Seville Township Board of Trustees meeting and the Jan.
10 township Planning Commission meeting, Dave Owens announced his
resignation as supervisor, effective immediately.
The supervisor of two years submitted a letter of resignation the night of the
planning commission meeting although he was not present. However, the
letter must formally come before the township board to accept.
“The stress of this job was getting to me,” he said in a Jan. 11 phone interview,
explaining the pressures of the position mounted, rather than lessened.
“I wasn’t able to sleep or eat before or after meetings. My health is more
important than anything going on in Seville Township.”
Owens expressed disappointment for letting his supporters down. He topped
a 3-person race at the August 2016 primary after members of the previous
long-serving board did not seek re-election.
Elected with Owens were Terresa Frisbie as clerk, Ashlee Gibson as treasurer,
Marlin Brush and Tish Mallory as trustees. Mallory also is on the planning
commission.
Owens’s interest in political office wasn’t based on a personal agenda, he said.
“My only goal was to do the best for people of Seville Township.”
Right from the start, it seemed trouble brewed for the new township board.
Beyond a few lawsuits over zoning violations that were ultimately settled and
a Freedom of Information request worth years of board meetings, a fire and
rescue millage had expired during the prior board’s tenure and payments had
been allocated from the general fund for several years.
Owens led the campaign for a new millage to run five years to cover payments
for fire and rescue services and to pay the township’s share of a rescue truck.
http://gcherald.com/the-stress-of-this-job-was-getting-to-me/2019/01/16/
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He views passage of the millage as an achievement along with the board
establishing a new planning commission that has been working on zoning
ordinances.
One board action approved relates to medical marijuana availability in the
township.
However, the animosity stemming from a wind ordinance proposed a few
months ago has been an aggravation.
“I didn’t get grief personally,” Owens said, “but I felt it should have been a nobrainer. It’s the same cotton-pickin’ ordinance that everyone else in the
county uses.”
Seville Township isn’t scheduled to have any wind turbines built. It had been
considered when developer Invenergy planned a wind farm stretching from
Pine River Township in Gratiot County and Coe Township in Isabella County.
A township is required to have a wind ordinance before being considered.
Opponents and supporters have packed planning commission meetings. The
uproar forced the township board to reject the ordinance and lay the
groundwork for starting anew.
A second joint meeting with the two bodies is set for Jan. 31.
Owens in recent weeks has been dealing with a compliance directive from the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality ordering the township to
produce a long-term strategy to eliminate sewage discharges to the Pine River
and an adjacent tributary by Jan. 18. This targets the Riverdale area primarily.
“It’s been a gigantic headache for years,” acknowledged Owens. “But
something has got to be done. You can’t hook your septic to the Pine River.”
Water samples during 2018 showed high levels of Fecal Coliforms and E. coli
that is consistent with failing on-site septic systems, the letter stated.
It went on to state rehabilitation or replacement of individual on-site disposal
systems would not be feasible due to the lot sizes and high-water table. Plus,
there are too many failed systems.
MDEQ’s Water Resources Division went on to suggest a community-wide
solution.
The Mid-Michigan District Health Department has been working with
property owners in Riverdale to empty septic tanks routinely. Owens noted
that the household income in the area is low for most, so the plan was to apply
for all the state and federal dollars possible.
He talked to state and federal officials in recent weeks to learn what options
are available.
The township paid for a study some years ago to analyze the costs of a sanitary
sewer system “but the cost for each household would be more than some
houses were worth,” Owens said.
“The township needs more time before it comes up with a long-term plan,” he
added.
Owens retired 16 years ago from the Michigan House of Representatives after
33 years as the sergeant of arms. He has been a shepherd and professional
sheep shearer for 33 years.
“The stress has been building for a while,” he said of his tenure as supervisor.
“I wasn’t able to handle it. It’ll be a long time before I go to another township
meeting.”
According to the book Managing the Modern Michigan Township, the
township board officially accepts a letter of resignation and has 45 days from
the date of the vacancy to appoint a successor to fill out the unexpired term
http://gcherald.com/the-stress-of-this-job-was-getting-to-me/2019/01/16/
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which, in this case, is two years.
Township resident Linda Harrell who has been a faithful meeting attendee
was caught by surprise learning of Owens’ resignation. “I’m surprised and
saddened,” she said. “He did his level best. I think it is very unfortunate he felt
that way but you have to do what is best for you.”
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“I am here at this
predominantly white
university in a graduate
program made up of 40
people, two of which are
people of color, not because
I am part of a quota,” Emely
Javier, CMU graduate
student, said. “But because I
am working twice as hard —
more like five times as hard
— as the person next to me
in order to prove that I belong
here and that I am here to
serve a purpose far greater
than me.”
Johnson used his few minutes to ask the audience what
they were willing to risk for
justice.
“The time for new years resolutions may have been three
weeks ago, but the time for justice-based resolutions is always
today,” Johnson said to the
crowd.
After the speakers, Miller,
Williams and Simmons sang
together “Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” known as the “Black National Anthem.”
Jonathan Glenn, a multicultural academic student services
adviser, ended the ceremony
with a few words.
“Don’t let your leadership be
a cliche,” he said. “Don’t let your
leadership be a post for likes. I
dare you to live life for real, because it’s the real people that
will lead our nation to better
generations.”
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Classified ........B5

GRATIOT

Shutdown
not impacting
St. Louis EPA
cleanup — yet
Work on former plant still
ongoing amid impasse
By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

The weeks-long government
shutdown has not yet had an
adverse impact on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s cleanup at the former Velsicol Chemical Co. plant site in
St. Louis.
Work on a portion of the 54acre parcel known as Area 1
wrapped up late last year with
about 56,000 pounds of contamination being removed.
An above ground vapor and
water treatment system remain
on the property in preparation for remediation of Area 2,
which is set to begin in March.
“So far so good. We have’t experienced any hardship,” Pine
River Superfund Citizens Task
Force Secretar y Jane Keon
EPA >> PAGE 2
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WALLIN, STEVEN MARK
Steven Mark Wallin
passed away on December 10, 2018, at the
age of 57. He was born
in Grand Rapids, December 20, 1960. Steve
grew up in Rockford, St.
Ignace, and Mt. Pleasant, before moving to
his permanent home in
Evart in 1974. He graduated from Evart High
School in 1979. Steve
was an avid, skilled
0CBGE'7% 7%" D?@A7Eist. He enjoyed wildlife
and the outdoors. He
enjoyed learning about history. He was emed at Ventra (formerly Evart Products) in Evart
1979 to 2017. Steve was a dedicated son,
her, and uncle. He was always available and
ng to lend a helping hand. He was preceded in
h by his parents, Kenneth Wallin (1998) and
Cooper-Wallin (2005). He will be dearly missed
is brother Craig (Karin) Wallin of Cadillac, his
e Lindsay Wallin and nephew Brody Wallin. A
morial service honoring the life of Steven Mark
in will be held in Spring 2019. Date and time
e announced/determined at a later date.

WELSH, BETTY LOU
Welsh, Betty Lou, age
85, of Mt. Pleasant,
passed away Sunday,
January 20, 2019. Funeral Services for Betty
will be held Wednesday,
January 23, 2019 at 1
p.m. at Clark Family
Funeral Chapel with
Pastor Mike Palmer
#F0$@7A@%D+ .?E@7: )@::
take place at Woodland
Cemetery. A luncheon
will be held immediately following burial at
Leaton United Methodist Church. The family
receive friends at Clark Family Funeral Chapel
uesday from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. Vison will continue Wednesday beginning at 12
until the time of the service. Memorial contrions may be made to Leaton United Methodist
rch. Envelopes will be available at the funeral
pel. Betty was born April 5, 1933, in Oil City, the
ghter of Robert and Erma (Walker) Nestle. She
ried Robert “Bob” Welsh on October 22, 1950,
aton. Bob preceded her in death on September
2017. Betty worked as a food service supervisor
CMU Bakery for 28 years. She was a member
aton United Methodist Church. Betty and Bob
eled throughout the United States and Eu. She was always the family photographer and
d taking pictures. Betty enjoyed bowling and
daily lotto and newspaper. Betty is survived by
daughter Cynthia (Butch) Strom of Riverdale; 6
dchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; and several
es and nephews. Betty was preceded in death
er parents; husband Bob; daughter Rebecca
amel; brother Robert Nestle, and sister Jean
ips. You may view Betty’s obituary online and
a condolence to the family at
www.clarkfuneralchapel.com
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said. “The (EPA) contractors are continuing
their task in the field or
at their desks. We asked
for a verbal or written
update for our (January) meeting, but (Project Manager) Tom Alcamo has not replied, so
apparently even that is
disallowed during a furlough.
“Since the money is in
place for Area 2 at the
plant site, and since the
contractor is completing the design work,
I think we’re in good
shape.”
Another cleanup project, known as the “Burn
Pit” near Hidden Oaks
Golf Course across the
Pine River west of the
plant property, is another matter, however.
T he approx imat ely
six-acre site was used
by Velsicol to incinerate
contamination from the
plant a number of years
ago.
The EPA is in the process of negotiating a
right-of-way with a property owner in the area to
install an access road to
the site.
In addition, the agency
has offered to connect 11
nearby residences to city
water due to the possibility their wells could
be contaminated once
work begins.
The EPA will pay for
the hook-ups.
“The last I knew, the
final location of the access road to the Burn
Pit site was still in negotiation,” Keon said.
“ T he proper t y ow ner
has agreed to allow access through his property, but settling on the
best spot was still up in
the air.
“We don’t have money
lined up for the Burn Pit
yet so it is not crucial
that the location of the
access road be decided
immediately.”
Work there will not
begin until Area 2 of
the plant site is finished,
which likely won’t be until 2021.
Unless things change,
plans call for in-place
thermal treatment in
Area 2 to begin in March
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“Progress in
Area 2 is going
as planned and
the EPA does
not expect any
issues with
funding.”
— Diane Russell, EPA
Community Involvement
Coordinator

w ith drilling for the
heaters. The work is similar to what took place
in Area 1.
T he same contractor will be used, which
will save nearly $1 million on the cost, EPA
C om mu n it y I nvolve ment Coordinator Diane
Russell said in a press
release.
That will reduce the
mobilization and startup times because the
materials and machinery are already at the
site, she explained.
“Progress in Area 2 is
going as planned and the
EPA does not expect any
issues w ith funding,”
Russell added.
However, the agency
will be requesting additional funds in 2021 for
the removal of 100,000
tons of contaminated
soil from Areas 1 and 2.
The EPA is also continuing to work with the
city of St. Louis on the
construction of another
drinking water well to
improve capacity and
reliability of the Gratiot
Area Water Authority.
The city has long range
plans to develop the site
as a park.
Those include using
21 acres for soccer fields
and basketball courts,
five acres for an amphitheater and nine acres
for generic park use.
It also hopes to install
three fishing platforms,
a boat launch and educational center.
In addition, the city is
interested in acquiring
additional nearby property so the park could be
connected via a walkway to the downtown
area.
However, because the
cleanup is expected to
take a number of years
to complete, no funds
have yet been set aside
t o i mplement t ho se
plans.
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STATE

Governor revamps environmental agency after Flint
Agency to house public advocacy offices
for clean water and ‘environmental justice’
trust in state government.”
Despite the state’s vast
fresh water resources in the
heart of the Great Lakes reLANSING >> Michigan Gov. gion, “there are parents who
Gretchen Whitmer took cannot bathe their kids or
steps Monday to restructure give them a glass a water at
and rename the state envi- the dinner table with conronmental agency that drew fidence,” said Whitmer, a
criticism for its handling of Democrat elected last Nothe Flint water crisis under vember. “It is time for that
former Gov. Rick
to change.”
Snyder.
The environmenT he Michigan
tal quality departDepartment of Enment came under
vironmental Qualfire after overseeity will become the
ing Flint’s ill-fated
Department of Enswitch of drinking
vironment, Great
water sources in
Lakes and Energy.
2014. The city was
The agency will Whitmer
under supervision of
house new public ada ﬁnancial manager
vocacy offices for clean water appointed by Snyder, a Reand “environmental justice” publican, when it stopped
to investigate complaints buying treated water from
about water quality and help Detroit and began drawensure fair consideration of ing from the Flint River.
low-income and minority The move intended to save
community interests.
money while a new pipeline
While not referring specif- from Lake Huron was built.
ically to Flint, Whitmer said
Investigators later deduring a ceremony where termined that Department
she signed three executive of Environmental Qualorders that “communities ity officials misread federal
across our state don’t trust guidelines and did not rethe water coming out of their quire use of corrosion-contaps and there’s a real lack of trol additives. The river waBy John Flesher
and David Eggert
The Associated Press

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

The Flint Water Plant tower is shown in Flint. Michigan
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer is restructuring the state agency
that drew criticism for its handling of the Flint water crisis
under former Gov. Rick Snyder.
ter gnawed away lead from
pipes, joints and fixtures
that contaminated drinking water in the majorityblack city of 100,000 people. In 2015, local children
were found to have elevated
levels of the toxin in their
blood.
The department’s director
and top spokesman resigned,
while criminal charges were
ﬁled against several other ofﬁcials. A state task force assigned primary blame to the
DEQ, saying that even after
its mistakes were clear, it responded with “intransigence
and belligerence that has no

place in government.”
Liesl Clark, whom Whitmer appointed to lead the retooled agency, told The Associated Press the change of
administration offers “an opportunity to turn a page and
together embark on shared
priorities around protecting
public health and the environment.”
The newly created public
advocate offices will make
it easier for citizens to register their concerns and improve accountability, Clark
said in an interview prior to
Whitmer’s announcement.
The executive order also es-

NATION

tablishes an environmental
justice team with representatives from other state departments including natural resources, agriculture
and transportation.
“We get better conclusions when we have diverse
voices, more voices at the table,” Clark said.
Guy O. Williams, president & CEO of Detroiters
Working for Environmental
Justice, praised the moves as
reﬂecting an understanding
that “all Michigan citizens,
regardless of race, income or
zip code, should have clean
air to breathe and safe water to drink.”
But the plan doesn’t
change the environmental
department’s core functions,
such as issuing permits for
air and water pollution and
monitoring compliance.
Nor does it promise additional funding or beefedup staffing for those tasks,
even though state and federal reports have described
Michigan’s DEQ — which
has about 1,100 employees, hundreds of whom attended the signing ceremony
Monday — as strapped after years of budget and personnel cuts. Clark said she
would make the case for increases with the state budget office.

Another emerging threat
to Michigan’s water quality:
the discovery of toxic chemicals known as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or
PFAS, at dozens of locations
around the state. Under Snyder, the DEQ and an interagency task force conducted
statewide testing of drinking water sources and initiated cleanups at highly contaminated sites.
Whitmer signed a separate order making the group
a permanent ﬁxture in the
new department and assigning it to coordinate Michigan’s PFAS actions, including continued searches for
contaminated water supplies, informing the public and recommending new
laws.
The department will consider a tougher standard for
initiating cleanup action
than the current threshold
of 70 parts per trillion that
is recommended by the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency, Clark said.
The Michigan Agency for
Energy, a separate entity under Snyder, will become part
of the Department of Environment, Great Lakes and
Energy — as will the Office
of the Great Lakes, currently
part of the Department of
Natural Resources.

CALIFORNIA

Reasons why autonomous cars aren’t coming anytime soon Plane breaks apart over
By Tom Krisher
The Associated Press

In the world of autonomous vehicles, Pittsburgh
and Silicon Valley are bustling hubs of development
and testing. But ask those
involved in self-driving vehicles when we might actually see them carrying passengers in every city, and
you’ll get an almost universal answer: Not anytime
soon.
An optimistic assessment
is 10 years. Many others say
decades as researchers try
to conquer a number of obstacles. The vehicles themselves will debut in limited,
well-mapped areas within
cities and spread outward.
There are the problems
that researchers must overcome to start giving rides
without humans behind
the wheel:

for autonomous vehicles.
Add to that the antagonism that some feel toward
robots. People have reportedly been harassing Waymo’s autonomous test vehicles near Phoenix. The Arizona Republic reported in
December that police is suburban Chandler have documented at least 21 cases in
the past two years, including a man waiving a gun at
a Waymo van and people
who slashed tires and threw
rocks. One Jeep forced the
vans off the road six times.

neighborhood; five killed

Martino said the dead
occupants of the home were
two males and two females
CALIFORNIA>> Dave Elfver but he did not further idenwas getting ready to go to tify them.
a friend’s house to watch
The Cessna 414A, which
the Super Bowl when he can carry up to eight peoheard a whining sound ple, took off from the Fulin his Southern California lerton Municipal Airport
neighborhood “like a mo- about 12 miles (19 kilotorcycle going a hundred meters) west of the blaze,
miles per hour.”
Federal Aviation AdminThen, he said, came the istration spokesman Allen
explosion from a twin-en- Kenitzer said.
KEITH SRAKOCIC — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
gine plane that broke apart
According to prelimiOne of the test vehicles from Argo AI, Ford’s autonomous
Left turns
in ﬂight and crashed, set- nary radar data, the plane
vehicle unit, navigates through the strip district near the
Deciding when to turn
ting a home on ﬁre in the reached an altitude of about
company offices in Pittsburgh.
left in front of oncoming
Los Angeles suburb of 7,800 feet (2,377 meters) and
different light beam wave- the lines are so far back and traffic without a green arYorba Linda, killing five then made a rapid descent,
length to see through snow- buildings are so close to the row is one of the more diffipeople and injuring two.
said Eliott Simpson, an aviﬂakes, said Greg McGuire, street that autonomous cars cult tasks for human drivers
“The whole house shook. ation accident investigator
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New health risk may be caused by PBB exposure
By Greg Nelson
gnelson@digitalﬁrstmedia.com

It has long been known that exposure to poly-brominated bipenyls, or PBB, can result in health
issues.
Now another concern has been
added to the growing list.
Those exposed to PBB may be
as risk of it effecting their immune system.
A recently published study in
the scientiﬁc journal Epigenetics
by Dr. Alicia Smith, show that
sites in the genome were asso-

ciated with PBB levels found in
blood drawn from people exposed
to PBB.
A genome is the complete assembly of DNA, comprised of
about 3 billion base pairs that
makes each individual unique.
The report suggests that exposure can affect the epigenome,
which is multiple chemical compounds that can basically “tell a
genome what to do.”
Those compounds and proteins
that make up the epigenome attach to DNA directing genes to
switch on or off.

The study revealed that more
than 1,800 sites in the epigenome
were associated with the current
PBB levels in the blood, meaing
that PBB exposure could have an
impact on those sites.
Whether these differences are
linked to any of the health problems reported by those exposed
to PBB has not yet been determined, however, the ﬁndings suggest that PBB exposure can have
an impact on the functioning of
the immune system, according to
Dr. Michele Marcus, the lead rePBB >> PAGE 2
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project manager
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the ground is
heated at the
Velsicol Chemical
plant site in St.
Louis.

MORNING SUN
FILE PHOTO

ISABELLA COUNTY

CMU exceeds
$100 million
in fundraiser
By Central Michigan
University Public Relations

PHOTOS BY GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

The IQhub, an agricultural history learning center in St. Johns, features a Kids’ Korner that includes hands-on and interactive games, books
and a tractor-driving simulator, among other activities.

IQhub brings agricultural history to life

Central Michigan University
leaders announced the university has exceeded its goal of raising $100 million through its Fire
Up for Excellence campaign, the
largest and most successful fundraising effort in CMU history.
At today’s Board of Trustees
meeting, Bob Martin, vice president for advancement, and Fire
Up for Excellence chair Mike
O’Donnell announced the big
news: The campaign has raised
nearly $102 million, exceeding the
goal more than three years ahead
of schedule.
“We were convinced we would
be successful from the very beginning. We have 225,000 alumni
living and working around the
world, many of whom had never
been asked to give before. Our
university has a great story of
impact and success, and we just
needed to invite alumni to be part
of that success,” O’Donnell said.
“We knew in our hearts that if
we reached out to our friends and
asked them for their support, they
would respond. And they did,” he
said.
Emphasis on student success
Fire Up for Excellence’s primary focus is student success,
which resonates strongly with donors and alumni from around the
state and around the world, Martin said. Every gift will be used to
support current and future CMU
students, including with 82 new
scholarships.
Students also will beneﬁt from
contributions to various academic
FUNDRAISER >> PAGE 2
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crops and the future
A unique venue touting the of farming. The Kids’ Korner for
history of agriculture is tucked youngsters has hands-on exhib-

Man killed in
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RICE, HERBERT EUGENE
age 89, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away February 16,
2019. Arrangements are pending with Clark Family
Funeral Chapel.

PBB
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searcher for the Atlanta,
Ga.-based Rollins School
of Public Health at Emory University, which has
been studying the longterm health effects of PBB
exposure on Michigan residents since 2011.
In addition to hormonerelated health effects, previous studies on PBB exposure have found an increase in breast cancers,
miscarriages, earlier than
normal pubertal development and thyroid problems.
The major acute health
effects reported were skin
rashes, hair loss and memory issues.
The Michigan PBB Registry was formed in 1976 by
the Michigan Department
of Community Health after the ﬁre-retardant PBB
was mixed with animal
feed at the former Velsicol
Chemical Co. plant in St.
Louis in 1973 and shipped
to farmers and feed mills
statewide.
It was consumed by
cattle, pigs and chickens,
contaminating milk, beef,
eggs and other farm products across Michigan until
the mix-up was discovered
a year later.
People throughout the
state were exposed to PBB
by eating the contaminated food.

It has been discovered
that it can be passed on to
children born years later
who may have been exposed in their mother’s
womb or through breastfeeding.
E m or y Un i v e r s i t y
started maintaining the
Michigan PBB Registry in
2011.
During the past few
years its PBB research
team has been conducting community meetings
across the state, including
several in Gratiot County,
taking blood samples to
conduct additional studies.
Those include a clinical
trial with a substance that
may help the body eliminate PBB, and an epigenetic study with families
of three generations to
determine if exposed fathers can pass on PBB-related epigenetic marks to
their children and grandchildren.
“Partnering with community members has
helped shape our research
questions and is providing valuable health information to the people who
most need to know it,” Dr.
Marcus said.
She and her team will
return to Michigan for
meetings in Grand Rapids and Fremont on April
27 and 28 respectively.
For more information
go online to PBBregistry.
emory.edu or call 888-8920074.
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program areas and colleges,
and athletics. Key gifts supported initiatives such as:
• CMU’s Sarah R. Opperman Leadership Institute.
• Park Library.
• Student Emergency
Fund.
• Student Food Pantry.
• Chippewa Champions
Alumni Center.
• The Baseball Performance Center.
CMU President Bob Davies said the campaign created a new culture of philanthropy at Central Michigan University, one that
parallels the institution’s
famous school spirit.
“When Central Michigan
began this campaign, consultants said the goal was
too high — that we couldn’t
raise $100 million. But what
our supporters heard was
‘Fire Up Chips!’” Davies
said.
“Now we have surpassed
our goal, not three months
or one year ahead of schedule, but three years ahead
of schedule. This is what
makes Central Michigan
University special. When
we are presented with
challenges, we rise to meet
them, together. The incredible success of this campaign is a testament to the
passion of CMU Chippewas
everywhere,” he said. “This
shows their commitment

to their alma
generations o
come.”
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