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Liz Braddock

Marcus Cheatham

By Rosemary Horvath
 Herald Staff Writer

 Winter weather deep-sixed three attempts for the Board of Health to have a January organizational meeting in
Montcalm County.

 Since January turned out to be a dud, the annual organizational business of the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department has been added to the regular Feb. 27 meeting agenda.

 But even then, Health Officer Marcus Cheatham sounded skeptical all the agenda items could be covered.
 Moving through organizational business may not leave enough time for Cheatham and Environmental Health

Director Liz Braddock to outline their new proposal to address water quality issues in the health district’s three
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counties: Gratiot, Clinton and Montcalm.
 The Feb. 27 Board of Health meeting begins at 8:30 a.m. at the Clinton County District Health Department,

1307 East Townsend Road.
 Cheatham told the Herald last week the board will have two new members: Gratiot Commissioner Chuck

Murphy and Montcalm Commissioner Adam Petersen.
 For them to catch up with regular business matters and the history of E.coli bacteria in rivers and problematic

septic systems throughout the health district, the discussion could carry over to the March meeting, he said.
 A proposal introduced last year to add teeth to existing environmental health regulations never got off the

ground.
 Public sentiment against the measure erupted at several public hearings.

 Cheatham said he and Braddock took the criticisms into account and reviewed recommendations from
consultants and a citizens stakeholders committee.

 They ditched the idea of an amendment and settled on recommending a Surface Water Program within the
Environmental Health Division.

 This would entail hiring an Environmental Health Specialist to manage the program.
 The Board of Health would have to condone the program, as would the three county boards of commissioners as

it would mean increasing their annual appropriations to fund it.
 Three areas would be the main focus of the program. It would target inspections of properties likely to have non-

compliant disposal systems. It would investigate avenues of financial assistance for households on limited
incomes. And it would investigate other sources of contamination besides septic systems such as land
application of septage and animal waste.

 Relates to organizational business, the Board of Health will elect a new chairman and vice chairman on a
rotational basis. This means, Gratiot County Chairman George Bailey is next in line for the chairmanship.
Montcalm County Commissioner Betty Kellenberger is next for vice chair.

 The other members on the 6-member board are Clinton County Commissioners Bruce DeLong and Dwight
Washington. 
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Mt. Pleasant police officers are
on the lookout for a 2016 red Ford
Focus, and the man who rented
it from Krapohl Ford and didn’t
return it.
An officer was called to the car

dealership, 1415 E. Pickard St., on
Friday after the 21-year-old man
who a dealership representative
said rented had not only failed to
return it, but refused to take calls
from the dealership asking him
to return it.
The car was due back the day

before, and a dealership employee
contacted the man, who said that
he’d have the car back that day,
according to a police report.
He didn’t, and the same dealer-

ship employee said she tried but
failed to contact the man.
During the last call, she said

she informed him that if he didn’t
return it that she would call the
police.
He didn’t, so she did.
The officer went to Cinema

Street to talk to the man himself,
according to the report. He wrote
that the people he talked to de-
clined to assist him.
The matter remains open.

— Morning Sun staff

MT. PLEASANT

Police investigate
man’s failure to
return rental car

ByGregNelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Tish Mallory has never been
one to simply sit around doing
nothing.
The 1982 Alma High School

graduate, who earned an associ-
ate’s degree fromMontcalm Com-
munity College,
is the owner of
the Cutting Edge
hair salon in El-
well, a real estate
agent for New Ho-
rizon’s Realty in
Alma and the co-
owner of Unique
Boutiques, also in
Alma.
Mallory, 54, was also elected as

a trustee to the Seville Township
board in 2016.
However, before even making

it through her first four-year term
she is now the township’s super-
visor
Mallory and fellow trustee

SEVILLETWP.

Mallory
elected
supervisor

COURTESY PHOTO

Isabella “Izzy” Kostrzewa, modeling her recycled long sleeve shirts designs, is shown in a photograph taken in front of her fashion school,
Parsons, in New York City.

ByGregNelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

A 2018 SacredHeart Academy
graduate is continuing to make
a name for herself in the world
of fashion design.
Isabella Kostrzewa, who

made a stirring run all the way
to the season finale in Lifetime
channel’s “Project Runway:
Junior” in 2017, was recently
named a National YoungArts
Foundation honorable mention
design winner.
More than 7,000 contestants

from 44 states took part in the
nationwide competition.
Kostrzewa, nicknamed “Izzy,”

was one of 710 honored across
various disciplines of design
arts.

Of those, 163 were selected as
finalists, 268 as honorable men-
tion and 294 merit winners.
“I just want to thank my par-

ents for everything they have
done for me,” Kostrzewa said in
a press release. “They support
me, they showed me art and the
world when I was young and for
that I owe them everything.”
She will now be eligible to

win up to $10,000 in prize
money and participate in Youn-
gArts regional programs in Mi-
ami, Los Angeles and New York
City, where Kostrzewa now at-
tends design school.
In addition, she will also have

opportunities to share her work
with the public at various na-
tional design institutions and
receive mentoring from profes-

sional designers.
“On behalf of YoungArts, I

want to congratulate all of the
2019 winners for their achieve-
ments at such an early stage in
their careers,” YoungArts Board
Chair Sarah Arison said. “We be-
lieve every artist should be em-
powered. to pursue life in the
arts and we are excited to wel-
come our winners to the Youn-
gArts family.
“This is just the beginning

and we look forward to helping
provide them with the valuable
opportunities and support they
will need to thrive throughout
their artistic journey.”
The winners were selected

through a blind adjudication
process conducted by an inde-
pendent panel of professional

artists from various fields.
During her appearance

on “Project Runway: Junior,
Kostrzewa. then 16. won several
rounds of the 10-week competi-
tion and made it all the way to
the season finale where she fin-
ished fourth.
The focus of the show was to

pit teenage contestants against
each other in the realm of fash-
ion design with restrictions in
time, materials and theme, with
the goal of creating the best
clothes which were presented
weekly to a team of judges.
Later that year, Kostrzewa

also won both the People’s
Choice and Judge’s Award in the
youth division at the Art Reach
of Mid-Michigan annual Art
Walk Central Benefit Auction.

MT. PLEASANT

FROM ‘RUNWAY’ TO PARSONS

ByEric Baerren
ebaerren@digitalfirstmedia.com

A man accused of raping a co-
worker on New Year’s Eve, stran-
gling her while doing it, and then
contacting her from jail to pres-
sure her to recant faces three dif-
ferent trial dates.
Samuel Isiah McBride, 19 of

Mt. Pleasant, is scheduled for trial
for the most serious charges on

April 22 in the courtroom of Cir-
cuit Court Judge Paul Chamber-
lain. He also has trial dates set for
May 6 and June 3, according to
the trial court’s calendar. Those
other two trials are also sched-
uled for Chamberlain’s court-
room.
McBride is charged with crim-

inal sexual conduct in the first
degree, one of the most serious
crimes under Michigan law. It’s

classified as a capital felony in the
first degree, which means if con-
victed McBride could face life in
prison. For a previous guilty plea
to another sex crime,McBride po-
tentially faces a longer sentence
as a habitual offender.
McBride is also charged with

criminal sexual conduct in the
third degree, and assault with
the intent to do great bodily harm
less than murder for the same in-

cident. All of those
charges are cur-
rently scheduled
for the April 22
trial.
He is accused of

raping and stran-
gling a coworker
on New Year’s Eve
after calling her

for a ride.
Two weeks later, he was

charged with contacting the
woman he is accused of attacking
from the jail and trying to pres-
sure her into recanting. Accord-

ing to court documents, he was
recorded telling her to tell prose-
cutors that the attack didn’t hap-
pen and trying to get her to have
the charges dropped.
In a criminal proceeding, a

prosecuting attorney is the party
accusing a defendant of violating
the law. In addition, contact with
the woman was prohibited by a
court order.
During that investigation, a

sheriff ’s detective discovered
what the court records describe
as child pornography on Mc-

MT. PLEASANT

Man scheduled to face three separate trials
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A Tribute to Life.
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Crispin, Jerry Arthur, 77, of Alma, went home to
be with his Lord and Savior on February 22, 2019.
He was born January 3, 1942 in Alma, the son of
Arthur and Sophie (Sopel) Crispin. He graduated
$579 4K9< F!#" +'"77K= F% I75M%& <2 *72<K ,%A8-
ery in Alma from the age of 18 until his retirement
in 1999. He was baptized a member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church and then became a member of St.
John’s Episcopal Church in Alma. Jerry was a long-
time friend of Bill W. of Gratiot County and enjoyed
visiting with friends and family. He is survived by
his four children; Jerry Scott Crispin of Bay City,
Kimberly Kay Hodge of Ithaca, Khristy Lynn (Ken)
Tacey of Bay City and Aaron Troy Crispin of Bay
City; 6 grandchildren; and 12 great grandchildren;
sisters; Mary (Larry) Anderson of Lake, Barb Da-
vidson of Alma and Rose (Denny) Seaman of Elm
Hall; brother Jeff Crispin of Alma; special cousins,
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death
by an infant daughter Felicia Marie Crispin, his
parents Arthur and Sophie Crispin, Sister Sharon
(Steve) Riley, Son-in-law Martin Hodge. There will
be a Celebration of Life Memorial held on March 9,
2019 at 1 p.m. at The First Presbyterian Church,
495 Charles Ave. Alma, MI 48801, with Jerry Scott
15!36!8 7$A'!<2!8#= D82%59%82 I!KK ;% <2 1"<6%K H<5-
dens Cemetery. Memorials contributions may be
given to The First Presbyterian Church.

CRISPIN, JERRY ARTHUR

Everts, Larry W., age
83, died on Sunday,
February 24, 2019 in
Traverse City, MI. He
was born in Lansing
to Howard and Emma
Everts and was the sec-
ond of three children.
B<55G I<3 <8 <.!& A3"-
erman and hunter his
entire life. As a lover of
music, he played the
saxophone in the Clare
High School band. In
1958, he served in
the military as chap-
lain assistant and was

honorably discharged. He was an entrepreneur
in the jewelry business, as a Master Watchmaker
<8& 1%52!A%& H%97K7#!32 4665<!3%5? 7I8!8# J.%523
Jewelers and later Martinek’s Jewelers. Larry was
very involved with his community and was honored
with a Life Membership by the Clare Masons. Larry
is survived by his wife Yvonne Everts; sisters Jean
Torres and Janet Hicks; his 3 children from his
A532 9<55!<#%L /%;5< C8<M%? F7I<5& J.%523? -<0K
J.%523: 32%6>'"!K&5%8L 4K<8 ("!2%? )<0#"8 ("!2%?
Maureen Wargo; and 16 grandchildren. A memo-
rial service will be held at the Williamsburg United
Methodist Church in Williamsburg, MI on Satur-
day, March 2, 2019 at 12 p.m. If you are unable to
attend please leave the family a condolence at

www.stephenson-wyman.com

EVERTS, LARRY W.

Randy Ray, age 61, ofFoster,
FOSTER, RANDY RAY

Pleasant passedMt.Randy Ray, age 61, of
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Randy Ray, age 61, ofFoster,
away Sunday, February 24, 2019, at The Laurels

Funeral ServicesPleasant.of Mt.
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day, February 28, at 11 a.m.
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Klein and Robbin Tanner, both of
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Marlin Brush both sought
to succeed former Super-
visor Dave Owens, who re-
signed in January.
During a special meet-

ing earlier this month the
board chose Mallory to fill
the post by a 3-1 vote.
Clerk Teresa Frisbie and

Treasurer Ashlee Gibson
both cast their ballots for
Mallory, while Brush and
Mallory each voted for
themselves.
“I’ve always liked to

keep busy,” said Mallory,
who started working at her
parent’s store, the former
Walsh’s Grocery in Elwell,
at the age of 8. “What else
are you going to do. I’m not
one to just sit around.”
She will fulfill the re-

mainder of Owens’ term,
which runs through Dec.
31, 2020.

“I plan to give it my full
commitment,”Mallory said.
“It’s the right thing to do.”
She’s been a Seville

Township resident since
1975 and calls it “a great
community.”
“I want to try and make

the world a better place,”
Mallory said. “I like to help
people.”
However, she’s going

to wait and see how the
job goes before deciding
whether or not to run for
the post in 2020.
“There’s no better way of

finding out then by doing
it,” Mallory said.
Now the board has 45

days to fill her vacant
trustee position.
“I know of four people

who are thinking about (ap-
plying),” Mallory said.
In the meantime, the

board has a couple of ma-
jor issues its facing.
One is adopting an ordi-

nance to regulate the instal-
lation of wind turbines in

the township.
Boardmembers are look-

ing at something a bit more
strict that what the county
and other townships have
in place, Mallory explained.
“We’re not anti turbines,”

she said. “Other townships
have to keep updating or
amending their ordinances.
We need to get it right in
the first place.
“We’re not creating an

ordinance for the turbine
companies. We’re creat-
ing it for our residents and
make it safe for people. We
are researching both sides.
The pros and cons.”
The board’s other con-

cern is that its facing an or-
der from the Michigan De-
partment of Environmental
Quality that could result in
the installation of a sewer
system in the community of
Riverdale.
“It’s been an ongoing

problem for years,” Mal-
lory said. “Back in 1980 they
were talking about a new
sewer system for Riverdale
but nothing was ever done.”
Now, according to the

MDEQ, a number of pri-
vate septic systems have
failed and discharging into
the Pine River.
In 2015, the township did

have the Spicer Group do an

engineering study to deter-
mine what could be done to
rectify the problem,Mallory
said.
Officials are working

with the MDEQ and the
Michigan Rural Water As-
sociation to determine the
best option.
“We’re trying to do what

we can to get grants and
loans to help those people
out,” Mallory said.
The septic systems in the

area will be dye tested by
the MRWA.
“All we will have to pay

for is the dye,” Mallory
noted. “We want to look at
everything to make it as
feasible as possible.”

Mallory
FROMPAGE 1

Bride’s phone.
McBride faces charges

of witness tampering
and intimidation, aggra-
vated stalking and pos-
session of child pornog-
raphy for those incidents.
Although they were for-
mally charged at the
same time, they are cur-
rently scheduled for sep-
arate trials.
He waived a prelim-

inary exam earlier this
month for all of the
charges he faces. That is
a hearing before a judge
to establish whether
probable cause exists to
believe a defendant is
guilty.
At the trial level, the

bar is raised substantially
from probable cause to
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.

Trials
FROMPAGE 1

“We’re not creating an ordinance
for the turbine companies.We’re
creating it for our residents and
make it safe for people.We are
researching both sides. The pros
and cons.”
— Tish Mallory, Seville Township Supervisor

BySteve Peoples
and ZekeMiller
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> President
Donald Trump smashed
the blue wall in his first
White House bid, chisel-
ing a path to the presidency
throughMidwestern states
that hadn’t backed a Re-
publican presidential con-
tender in three decades.
But as he gears up for

his re-election bid, there
are early signs that Dem-
ocrats are regaining their
strength in Pennsylvania,
Michigan and Wisconsin,
clinching governorships
and making inroads in
state legislatures.
There is no surer way

for Democrats to block
Trump’s re-election than
to reclaim that trio of
states, whichmay have sup-
planted Florida and Ohio
as the nation’s premier
presidential battlegrounds.
But Democrats who know
the region best are warn-
ing against overconfi-
dence and suggesting the
leftward lurch from some
candidates could alienate
the region’s working-class
voters.
“I would never under-

estimate Donald Trump,”

Wisconsin’s newly-elected
Democratic Gov. Tony
Evers said when asked if
Trumpwould win his state
a second time in 2020.
“I don’t agree with al-

most anything he’s done,”
Evers added. “But he’s an
extraordinary politician
and extraordinary human
being.”
Michigan’s freshman

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
encouraged Democrats to
rally behind a “pragmatic”
candidate focused on
achievable policies, a sub-
tle dig at the aggressive lib-
eral agenda that has been
embraced by some candi-

dates. Above all, she sug-
gested that the Democrats’
blue wall would not be res-
urrected in 2020 without
significant time and atten-
tion from the Democrats
who want to take down
Trump.
“At some point I may get

involved in this primary
and support a candidate,”
Whitmer said. “But right
now, I think everyone, for
their sake and the sake of
the people my state, needs
to come to Michigan.”
The contrasting visions

over how to defeat Trump
were on display this week-
end. As Midwestern gov-

ernors were in Washing-
ton talking about everyday
governing challenges at the
National Governor’s Asso-
ciation, high-profile pres-
idential contenders were
promoting ambitious lib-
eral priorities in early-vot-
ing primary states.
Massachusetts Sen. Eliz-

abeth Warren and Califor-
nia Sen. Kamala Harris
stumped in New Hamp-
shire and Iowa for univer-
sal health care, free college
tuition and tax hikes on the
rich.
Ohio Sen. Sherrod

Brown, who is considering
launching a presidential
campaign, played up his
local roots as he told vot-
ers in Nevada that other
Democrats weren’t spend-
ing enough time talking to
workers, including union
members, about issues like
wages, benefits and work-
place safety.
A handful of others

— Minnesota Sen. Amy
Klobuchar and even Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers — have promoted their
working-class appeal as
well as they fight to stand
out in the crowded Demo-
cratic field.
For now, Trump says he

isn’t worried.

Rebuild the wall? Dems see opportunity, danger inMidwest
WASHINGTON

CORY MORSE — THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS VIA AP MARKETPLACE

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer visits Grand Rapids Community
College’s Leslie Tassell M-TEC campus on Wednesday,
Feb. 13in Grand Rapids.

ByJillLawless
andLorneCook
The Associated Press

LONDON >> Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May returned
fromaseeminglyunproduc-
tivemeetingwithEuropean
Union leaders Monday to a
growing attempt by British
lawmakers to stop her from
taking Britain out of the EU
on March 29 without a di-
vorce deal.
With May and the EU at

odds over not just how, but
whenBrexit shouldhappen,
herpolitical opponentswere
getting increasingly desper-
ate to take control of Brit-
ain’s muddled departure
from the bloc.
At an EU-Arab League

summit in Egypt, the EU
warned Britain it faces the
prospect of delaying its
planned March 29 depar-
ture or the consequences
of a chaotic exit. European
Council President Donald
Tusk, who chairs meetings
of EU nation leaders, said
Monday it would be “ratio-
nal” to postpone Brexit day.
May insisted she in-

tends for Britain to leave
as planned in a little more
than a month. But her of-
ten divided opponents may
be coalescing around a plan
to prevent Britain crashing
out of theEUwithnoagree-
ment in place.
The main opposition La-

bour Party took a big step
Monday toward backing
a new referendum on the
country’s EUmembership.
The party has previously

said it would support a ref-
erendum as a last resort if
it could not secure a new
election or make changes
to May’s EU divorce deal.
Britain’s Parliament has so
far rejected the deal struck
between May’s govern-
ment and the bloc, and is
due to hold a series of votes
Wednesday on next steps in
the Brexit process.
Labour has proposed its

own withdrawal plan as an
alternative to the govern-
ment’sdealwith theEU.The
party said Monday it would
back a second public vote if
the House of Commons re-
jects its plan this week, as
is widely expected.

Main UK opposition party takes
step to back new Brexit vote

EUROPE

FRANCISCO SECO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

British Prime Minister Theresa May, left, meets with
European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker
during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of an EU-
Arab League summit at the Sharm El Sheikh convention
center in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt on Monday.

The Oscars ended its
four-year streak of dwin-
dling viewership, reaching
29.6 million on Sunday to
beat last year’s audience by
12 percent, but it still rep-
resents the second-small-
est audience in the award
show’s history.
This year’s show fea-

tured movies with more
box office juice than in
the recent past. It pro-
vided a water-cooler con-
troversy over the merits of
best picture winner “Green
Book,” and some memora-

ble musical performances
by Queen and the duo of
Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper.
The Oscars is generally

the most-watched enter-
tainment program of the
year, often only second
to the Super Bowl. Yet its
viewership had declined
steadily since hitting 43.7
million in 2014, theNielsen
company said.
Despite this year’s re-

bound, it still represents
only the second time since
Nielsen has been measur-
ing that viewership slipped
under 30 million people.

— The Associated Press

Nielsen: 29.6 million
viewers for Oscars,
up from 2018

NATION

NATIONBRIEF

The United Methodist
Church teetered on the
brink of breakup Mon-
day after more than half
the delegates at an inter-
national conference voted
tomaintain bans on same-
sex weddings and ordina-
tion of gay clergy.
Their favored plan, if

formally approved, could
drive supporters of LGBT
inclusion to leave Ameri-
ca’s second-largest Protes-
tant denomination.
A final vote on rival

plans for the church’s fu-
ture won’t come until to-
day’s closing session, and
the outcome remains un-
certain. But the prelimi-
nary vote Monday showed
that the Traditional Plan,
which calls for keeping the
LGBT bans and enforcing
them more strictly, had
the support of 56 percent
of the more than 800 dele-
gates attending the three-
day conference in St.
Louis.
The primary alternative

proposal, called the One
Church Plan, was rebuffed
in a separate preliminary
vote, getting only 47 per-
cent support. Backed by
a majority of the church’s
Council of Bishops in
hopes of avoiding a schism,
it would leave decisions
about same-sex marriage
and ordination of LGBT
clergy up to regional bod-
ies and would remove lan-
guage from the church’s
law book asserting that
“the practice of homosex-
uality is incompatible with
Christian teaching.”
Monday’s voting did not

kill the One Church Plan
butmakes its prospects to-
day far more difficult.
As evidence of the deep

divisions within the faith,
delegates Monday ap-
proved plans that would
allow disaffected churches
to leave the denomination
while keeping their prop-
erty.

— The Associated Press

UnitedMethodist Church on
edge of breakup over LGBT stand
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Health Department’s Phone Number Spoofed

Posted on Wednesday, February 27th, 2019 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this
entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) has learned that some residents are receiving calls
from someone claiming to be with the Health Department or Medicare. In both instances, the caller is asking for
confidential, personal information. These calls are coming from scammers, not the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department.

 The scammers are using a technique called caller ID spoofing. They falsify information transmitted to your
caller ID to hide their identity. They tend to use a local number or a number from a trusted business, to increase
the likelihood that you’ll answer the phone. In this case, they are using one of MMDHDs numbers (Clinton
County: 989-224-2195, Gratiot County: 989-875-3681, Montcalm County: 989-831-5237).

 If you receive one of these calls, simply hang up. If you get a message on your answering machine, do not return
the call. And most importantly, never give out personal information over the phone, such as account numbers,
Social Security numbers, your mother’s maiden name or passwords to an unsolicited caller or if you are at all
suspicious.

Other tips to avoid becoming a victim of spoofing:

Don’t answer calls from unknown numbers.
 If you answer the phone and you are asked to hit a button to stop getting the calls, hang up.

 Do not respond to any questions, especially those that can be answered with “yes” or “no.”
 If you get a call from someone who says they represent a company or government agency, and you are

suspicious, hang up and call the number in the phone book, or on the company’s or agency’s website.
 Use caution if you are pressured for information immediately.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/health-departments-phone-number-spoofed/2019/02/27/feed/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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Morning Sun staff reports

An employee at a local energy
provider is warning residents
of mid-Michigan to think twice
when they receive a call telling
them they need to address an out-
standing balance.
Several customers of Scotland

Oil Company in Alma have con-
tacted the company and said they
received a call from 989-204-8810
concerning their outstanding bal-
ance with the company, said Ross
Briggs, Scotland’s controller, in an
email. The problem is that those
customers don’t actually owe the
company any money.
Because of that, Briggs said that

it’s probably a scam.
Scotland isn’t the only oil com-

pany whose customers are being
targeted, Briggs said.
When you call the number, you

are given different options if you
are a customer of DTE or Consum-
ers or use propane, too.
Briggs sent an email to a local

television station advising themof
the scam.
At the end of his email, he in-

cluded a link that provided more
information on the number in
question.
Comments left by other peo-

MID-MICHIGAN

Scotland Oil
warns of home
heating scam

ByGregNelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Since 2011, researchers from
the Atlanta, Ga.-based Rollins
School of Public Health at Emory
University have
been studying the
long-term health
effects of PBB ex-
posure on Michi-
gan residents.
Now a Central

Michigan Univer-
sity professor is
taking a different
approach regard-
ing gathering information on
the PBB disaster that occurred at
the former Velsicol Chemical Co.
plant in St. Louis in 1973, when
the fire-retardant PBB was mis-
takenly mixed with animal feed
and shipped to farmers and feed
mills statewide.
The mix-up wasn’t discov-

ered until a year later and peo-
ple throughout the state were ex-
posed to PBB by eating the con-
taminated food that had been
consumed by cattle, pigs and
chickens.
Dr. Brittany B. Fremion, an

assistant professor of history at

CMU

Professor
conducting an
oral history of
PBB exposure

MINDY NORTON — FOR THE MORNING SUN

Maple Street in Mt. Pleasant, between Mission and Brown, is shown, looking east toward McLaren Central Michigan Hospital. The city
plans to reconstruct the street this year, but it will stay its current 41-foot width instead of being narrowed to 37feet.

ByMindyNorton
For the Morning Sun

Residents on Maple Street
in Mt. Pleasant got their wish
Monday evening: The city will
no longer be narrowing their
street as part of a reconstruc-
tion project.
The City Commission voted

6-1 Monday to have the city en-
gineering staff revise the proj-
ect so that the street, between
Mission and Brown, will stay
at its current 41-foot width, in-
stead of being narrowed to 37
feet.
As originally planned, the

triangle intersections at North

and South Drive will stay in
place, as will the distinctive
pillars at the Mission Street en-
trance to the street. Some new
LED street lighting also is ex-
pected to be added.
Vice Mayor Lori Gillis re-

quested the issue be put on the
agenda for the meeting.
Now city staffwill rework the

engineering design for the proj-
ect, which City Manager Nancy
Ridley said will result in about
a three-week delay in seeking
bids. The reconstruction work
is still planned for this year.
The issue first arose in Sep-

tember when a group of Maple
Street residents spoke to the

board during public comment
and presented a petition object-
ing to the plan to narrow the
road. They said it would ruin
the historic character of the
neighborhood and would make
the street less safe when motor-
ists had to pass parked cars.
Parallel parking currently

is allowed on both sides of the
street and that will continue.
There are no bike lanes, and
none are planned as part of the
reconstruction project.
“At the present time, the

width of the street allows park-
ing on both sides with ample
room for any type of vehicle
meeting each other (even when

vehicles are parked on either
side) to pass each other with-
out difficulty. We are thinking
future here. As the volume of
the people increase who go to
the hospital, soon the overflow
of vehicles will find their way
to park on East Maple Street,
which we are already seeing,”
the group’s petition stated.
“For some reason you people

think, the wider the street, the
faster the vehicles will travel
down our street. People who
speed will always speed,” the
petition stated, suggesting a
better solution would be to have
police monitor the area and is-

MT. PLEASANT

COMMUNITY SPEAKS OUT;
CITY WON’T NARROW STREET

Morning Sun staff reports

A momentary dip in the dona-
tion cycle has the Isabella Com-
munity Soup Kitchen asking the
community for a little extra help.
The Soup Kitchen normally

gets by with donations from local
restaurants and grocery stores,
but right now is starting to run a
little low on stocks of some of the
staples they go through quickly.
Those items include canned

soups, fruits and vegetables;
condiments like mustard and
ketchup; boxed macaroni and
cheese; instant mashed potatoes;
dry pasta; pasta sauce; and tuna
fish, said Sarah Adkins, executive
director of the Soup Kitchen.

No single thing is driving this
momentary dip in stocks of staple
items, she said.
They just happen to be running

low on those items that they use
frequently.
The Soup Kitchen isn’t just

looking for a little extra food right
now. They’re also in need of vol-
unteers. Most of the Soup Kitch-
en’s help are CMU students, espe-
cially students working as part of
a course requirement, she said.
With Spring Break next week,

they are in need of extra hands to
get through that patch.
The SoupKitchen goes through

similar tough patches during the
summer and winter breaks, when
students have left town.

ISABELLACOUNTY

Community Soup kitchen in need of staples, volunteers

Fremion

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

Most of the soup kitchen’s help comes from CMU students,
but with spring break around the corner they are running short. SCAM>>PAGE2
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STOCKSOF LOCAL INTEREST
Market in Review

Daily YTD
Name Ex DIV Yld PE Last Chg. %Chg.

Gainers ($2 or more) Last Close %Chg.

STOCKEXCHANGEHIGHLIGHTS

NYSE
12,689.87
+3.31

Nasdaq
7,554.51
+5.21

u u

ABB Ltd NY .76e 3.7 ... 20.43 -.05 +7.5
AT&T Inc NY 2.04f 6.6 6 31.06 -.16 +8.8
Abbott Labs NY 1.28 1.7 33 77.23 +.48 +6.8
Aceto Corp NA .04 15.2 dd .26 +.12 -68.7
Adv Micro Dev NA ... ... cc 23.48 -.73 +27.2
Altria Group NY 3.44f 6.6 17 52.32 +.22 +5.9
Amazon.com Inc NA ... ... 97 1641.09 +4.69 +9.3
Amgen NA 5.80f 3.0 16 191.42 +1.34 -1.7
Aon plc NY 1.60 .9 55 171.19 -.16 +17.8
Apple Inc NA 2.92 1.7 18 174.87 +.54 +10.9
Aurora Cannabis Inc NY ... ... ... 7.54 -.21 +52.0
BP PLC NY 2.38 5.6 13 42.84 +.32 +13.0
Bank of America NY .60 2.0 11 29.53 +.24 +19.8
Block H&R NY 1.00 4.1 9 24.32 +.05 -4.1
CMS Engy NY 1.54f 2.9 33 53.85 ... +8.5
CNA Financial NY 1.40 3.3 12 43.06 -.04 -2.5
CSX Corp NA .96f 1.3 19 72.66 +.14 +16.9
Caesars Entertain NA ... ... dd 8.45 -.27 +24.4
Campbell Soup NY 1.40 3.9 13 36.21 +3.30 +9.8
Chem Fincl NA 1.36 2.9 13 46.48 +.64 +27.0
Chesapk Engy NY ... ... 5 2.90 +.27 +38.1
Chevron Corp NY 4.76f 4.0 25 120.08 +.14 +10.4
Cisco Syst NA 1.40f 2.7 23 51.59 +.41 +19.1
Citigroup NY 1.80 2.8 10 64.40 +.28 +23.7
CocaCola Co NY 1.60f 3.6 85 44.94 +.25 -5.1
Colgate-Palmolive NY 1.68 2.6 27 65.87 -.62 +10.7
ConAgra Brands Inc NY .85 3.7 13 23.09 -.27 +8.1
Corning Inc NY .80f 2.3 dd 34.69 -.02 +14.8
DTE Energy Co NY 3.78f 3.1 22 122.36 +.06 +10.9
Dean Foods Co NY .12m 3.1 28 3.92 -.63 +2.9
Deere Co NY 3.04 1.9 17 163.59 -.21 +9.7
Disney NY 1.76f 1.6 15 112.78 -.72 +2.9
Dover Corp NY 1.92 2.1 18 90.72 -.02 +27.9
Dow DuPont Inc NY 1.52 2.8 17 54.72 -.78 +2.3
Eli Lilly NY 2.58f 2.1 dd 125.68 +1.01 +8.6
EnCana Corp NY .06 .9 12 6.89 -.06 +19.2
Exxon Mobil Corp NY 3.28 4.1 15 79.47 +.81 +16.5
Ford Motor NY .60a 6.8 5 8.78 -.10 +14.8
Frontier Comm NA 2.40 81.1 ... 2.96 +.45 +24.4
Gen Electric NY .04 .4 dd 10.88 +.22 +43.7
Genuine Parts NY 2.88 2.6 24 109.16 -.64 +13.7
GlaxoSmithKline PLC NY 2.89e 7.1 ... 40.46 -.04 +5.9
HP Inc NY .64 2.7 7 23.85 -.05 +16.6
Halliburton NY .72 2.3 17 31.25 -.29 +17.6
Harley Davidson NY 1.50f 4.0 13 37.34 +.48 +9.4
Hershey Company NY 2.89 2.6 24 109.58 -.16 +2.2
Home Depot NY 5.44f 3.0 20 183.67 -4.63 +6.9
Honeywell Intl NY 3.28 2.1 44 154.60 +.68 +17.0
Indep Bk Cp MI NA .72f 3.1 16 23.26 +.11 +10.7
Intel Corp NA 1.26f 2.4 20 53.24 +.01 +13.4
IBM NY 6.28 4.5 14 139.17 -.55 +22.4
JPMorgan Chase & Co NY 3.20 3.0 12 105.16 -.13 +7.7
Johnson & Johnson NY 3.60 2.6 22 135.87 -.24 +5.3
Kellogg Co NY 2.24 4.0 14 55.76 -.16 -2.2
Kraft Heinz Co NA 1.60m 5.0 9 32.20 -.92 -25.2
Kroger Co NY .56f 1.9 11 29.80 +.88 +8.4
McDonalds Corp NY 4.64 2.5 28 183.36 +.15 +3.3
Merck & Co NY 2.20 2.7 30 80.62 -.12 +5.5
Micron Tech NA ... ... 3 41.32 -1.64 +30.2
Microsoft Corp NA 1.84 1.6 26 112.17 -.19 +10.4
Miller Herman NA .79 2.1 16 36.77 +.03 +21.6
Oracle Corp NY .76 1.5 54 52.38 -.22 +16.0
PNC Financial NY 3.80 3.0 12 125.72 +2.51 +7.5
Penney JC Co Inc NY ... ... dd 1.24 -.01 +19.2
PepsiCo NA 3.71 3.2 13 115.37 -.60 +4.4
Perrigo Co plc NY .76 1.6 18 47.06 -1.23 +21.4
Pfizer Inc NY 1.44f 3.4 17 42.93 -.09 -1.6
Philip Morris Intl NY 4.56 5.2 21 87.27 +.76 +30.7
Rite Aid Corp NY ... ... 1 .76 +.01 +6.9
Schlumberger Ltd NY 2.00 4.5 27 44.35 +.04 +22.9
Sea Ltd NY ... ... ... 21.86 +5.66 +93.1
Sherwin Wms NY 4.52f 1.0 33 440.32 +6.00 +11.9
Southern Co NY 2.40 4.9 23 49.38 +.16 +12.4
Stryker Corp NY 2.08 1.1 32 186.77 +1.53 +19.2
Synergy Pharma NA ... ... dd .07 -.13 -38.6
Sysco Corp NY 1.56 2.3 27 67.11 -.30 +7.1
UPS class B NY 3.84f 3.5 19 111.13 +.09 +13.9
US Steel Corp NY .20 .8 14 23.74 -.16 +30.2
Verizon Comm NY 2.41 4.2 7 56.72 +.08 +.9
WalMart Strs NY 2.12f 2.2 56 98.11 -.58 +5.3
Weight Watchers NA ... ... 13 19.37 -10.20 -49.8
Wendys Co NA .40f 2.3 19 17.38 +.26 +11.3

Sea Ltd 21.86 +5.66 +34.9
Tandem Diabetes Cre 61.86 +12.45 +25.2
Summit Therapeutics 2.28 +.41 +21.9
MercadoLibre Inc 446.68 +77.19 +20.9
Hovnanian Ent Pfd A 2.65 +.42 +18.8
Versum Materials 49.13 +7.73 +18.7
Frontier Comm 2.96 +.45 +17.9
Xunlei Ltd 4.77 +.72 +17.8
Dril-Quip Inc 43.35 +6.48 +17.6
telaria Inc 5.70 +.85 +17.5
MeiraGTx Holdings 15.50 +2.23 +16.8
TCR2 Therapeutics 19.15 +2.56 +15.4
Ocwen Financial 2.20 +.29 +15.2
Ionis Pharmaceutical 70.94 +9.32 +15.1
Horizon Global 2.79 +.36 +14.8
Best Buy Co 68.82 +8.51 +14.1
Supernus Pharm 41.99 +5.11 +13.9
GW Pharmaceuticals 173.99 +21.10 +13.8

DIVIDEND FOOTNOTES
a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not
included. e - Amount declared or paid in
last 12 months. f - Current annual rate,
which was increased by most recent
dividend announcement. j - Sum of divi-
dends paid this year. Most recent divi-

dend was omitted or deferred. r -
Declared or paid in preceding 12 months
plus stock dividend.

PE FOOTNOTES
q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E
ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd -
Loss in last 12 months.
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CASHGRAINS
New

Corn $3.31
Soybeans $8.24
R. Wheat $4.21
W. Wheat $4.52
Navy Ask
Blacks Ask
Pintos Ask
Small Reds Ask
Light Reds Ask
Crans Ask

CMU, wants to not only
hear those stories but re-
cord them.
She began developing

theMichigan PBBOral His-
tory Project in the spring of
2018, after individuals ex-
pressed an interest in doc-
umenting “their memories
and experiences.”
Fremion and her stu-

dents have traveled the
state audio and video tap-
ing interviews with indi-
viduals to create a collec-
tion that can be used by re-
searchers, educators and
the community.
“We have interviewed

18 people and collected
almost 30 hours of au-
dio,” she said. “In some
instances, we have inter-
viewed participants more
than once. Our goal for the
current grant project are
40 interviews or 80 hours
of audio, whichever comes
first.
“Beyond the current

grant work I intend to
continue collecting in-
terviews over the coming
year. To date, we have ap-
proximately 100 who have
signed up or expressed an
interest in being inter-
viewed.”
Emery University re-

searchers, members of the
Pine River Superfund Cit-
izens Task Force and the
PBB Advisory Board “have
played an important role
in providing feedback on
the project and helping re-
cruit participants,” Fre-
mion added.
A grant from the Na-

tional Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences has
provided much of the fund-
ing for her work. When
completed the oral histo-
ries will be donated and
preserved in a special re-
search collection at the
Museum of Cultural and
Natural History at CMU.
“We aim to document a

wide variety of personal
recollections and experi-
ences with PBB contami-
nation in Michigan since
the 1970s, including but
not limited to farm fami-
lies, chemical workers, po-
litical officials, state agency
representatives, research-

ers, medical professionals,
veterinarians, journalists,
attorneys, activists and
consumers,” Fremion said.
“Interviews can take

anywhere from 50 minutes
to two hours. It depends on
how much information a
participant is willing and
able to share.”
Although funding is

due to end this spring that
won’t stop her from mov-
ing forward with the proj-
ect.
“I intend to continue

interviews over the next
year,” Fremion said.
“It’s hard to put and

end date on a project that
is designed to document
such a wide variety of per-
spectives and experiences,
especially when so many
people were affected by the
PBB mix-up.”

She and her team
of students will be at
St. Louis City Hall on
Saturday,March 16 to con-
duct more interviews.
If anyone is interested in

participating, wants more
information, or to signup
for a future date, they
can call Fremion at 989-
774-1094, or email her at
fremil1b@cmich.edu.

PBB
FROMPAGE 1

ByMichaelRubinkam
The Associated Press

As Walmart moves to
phase out its familiar blue-
vested “greeters” at some
1,000 stores nationwide, dis-
abledworkers who fillmany
of those jobs say they’re be-
ing ill-treated by a chain
that styles itself as commu-
nity-minded and inclusive.
Walmart told greet-

ers around the country
last week that their posi-
tions would be eliminated
on April 26 in favor of an
expanded, more physi-
cally demanding “customer
host” role. To qualify, they
will need to be able to lift
25-pound (11-kilogram)
packages, climb ladders and
stand for long periods.
That came as a heavy

blow to greeters with cere-
bral palsy, spina bifida and
other physical disabilities.
For them, a job at Walmart
has provided needed in-
come, served as a source of
pride and offered a connec-
tion to the community.
Now Walmart, America’s

largest private employer, is
facing a backlash as cus-
tomers rally around some
of the chain’s most visible
and beloved employees.
Walmart says it is striv-

ing to place greeters in
other jobs at the company,
butworkerswith disabilities
are worried.
Donny Fagnano, 56, who

has worked at Walmart for
more than 21 years, said he
criedwhen amanager at the
store in Lewisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, called him into the
office last week and told him
his job was going away.
“I like working,” he said.

“It’s better than sitting at
home.”
Fagnano, who has spina

bifida, said he was offered
a severance package. He
hopes to stay on atWalmart
and clean bathrooms in-
stead.
Walmart greeters have

been around for decades,
allowing the retail giant to
put a friendly face at the
front of its stores. Then, in
2016, Walmart began re-
placing greeters with hosts,
with responsibilities that
include not only welcom-
ing customers but helping
with returns, checking re-
ceipts to deter shoplifters
and keeping the front of the
store clean.
Walmart and other

chains have been redefining
roles at stores as they com-
pete with Amazon.
The effect of the greeter

phase-out on disabled and
elderly employees — who
have traditionally gravi-

tated toward the role as one
they were well-suited to do-
ing— largely escaped public
notice until last week, when
Walmart launched a second
round of cuts.
As word spread, first on

social media and then in
local and national news
outlets, outraged custom-
ers began calling Walmart
to complain. Tens of thou-
sands of people signed pe-
titions. Facebook groups
sprang up with names like
“Team Adam” and “Save
Lesley.”
A second-grade class in

California wrote letters to
Walmart’s CEO on behalf
of Adam Catlin, a disabled
greeter in Pennsylvania
whose mother had written
an impassioned Facebook
post about his plight.
Walmart said it has offered
another job to Catlin.

In Galena, Illinois, hun-
dreds of customers plan to
attend an “appreciation pa-
rade” for Ashley Powell on
her last day of work as a
greeter.
“I love it, and I think I’ve

touched a lot of people,” said
Powell, 34, who has an in-
tellectual disability. In Van-
couver, Washington, John
Combs, 42, who has cere-
bral palsy, was devastated
and then angered by his im-
pending job loss.
It had taken his family

five years to find him a job
he could do, and he loved
the work, coming up with
nicknames for all his co-
workers.
“What am I going to do,

just sit here on my butt all
day in this house? That’s all
I’m going to do?” Combs
asked his sister and guard-
ian, Rachel Wasser.

RETAIL

Walmart is getting rid of
greeters, worrying the disabled

ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

Walmart greeter John Combs works at a Walmart store in Vancouver, Wash. Combs, who
has cerebral palsy, and other greeters with disabilities are threatened with job loss as
Walmart transforms the greeter position into one that’s more physically demanding.

ByDavidEggert
The Associated Press

LANSING >> Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer said Wednesday
that Michigan’s incentives
for Fiat Chrysler to add
6,500 jobs in the state will
not require legislative ap-
proval.
She said the state will

use existing economic de-
velopment
prog rams
to assist the
automak-
er’s planned
$4.5 billion
expansion,
which was
announced
Tuesday.
De t a i l s

will be provided at an up-
coming, yet-to-be sched-
uled meeting of the Michi-
gan Strategic Fund, which
gives companies money in
exchange for job creation
and investment, she said.
A memorandum of un-

derstanding between De-
troit and Fiat Chrysler
calls for state and local in-
centives “consistent with
those provided to other
major assembly plants” in
the U.S. One option specifi-
cally mentioned is waiving
or reducing a state tax as-
sessed on manufacturers’
equipment.

Whitmer and the state’s
economic development
agency said little about
the incentives that will be
offered to the automaker,
which, like fellow Michi-
gan-based carmakers Gen-
eralMotors and Ford, qual-
ifies for generous state tax
credits that extend through
2029.
Fiat Chrysler subtracts

from its business taxes cer-
tain amounts for each job it
adds or keeps in the state,
with higher deductions for
higher-paying jobs. Under
a 2015 deal that capped
the total value of the auto-
maker’s future credits after
state officials were caught
off guard by higher-than-
expected redemptions that
affected the budget, Fiat
Chrysler can claim an in-
creasing number of jobs,
including 25,000 this year
— up from 21,000 in 2018
— and 27,000 in 2029.
It is unclear if the com-

pany or state officials will
seek to restructure that
agreement. State incen-
tives are supposed to be
ironed out within the same
60-day window in which
Detroit will assemble land
so Fiat Chrysler can reopen
an engine plant in the city
and convert another in the
same complex into a future
assembly plant.

AUTOMOTIVE

Whitmer will use current
incentives to aid Fiat Chrysler

Whitmer

Pine River Township Planning Commission
Public Hearing Scheduled

Rezoning Issue
March 14, 2019

The Pine River Township Planning Commission has requested a
Public Hearing in regards to re-zoning approval of parcel
29-12-021-014-10, in the M-46 corridor from Light Commercial to Heavy
Commercial as required in the Pine River Township Zoning Ordinance,
due to clerical error.

The Public Hearing is scheduled for Thursday March 14, 2019 at 7:05
pm at the Pine River Township Hall located at 1495 W Monroe Road. If
you wish to comment regarding the above, please attend the meeting
on March 14, 2019 or submit your comments in writing to Planning
Commission, c/o Andi Whitmore, Twp Clerk, 1495 W Monroe Road,
Saint Louis, Michigan 48880. These comments must be in the Township
Clerk’s possession no later than 11:59 a.m. on March 14, 2019.

Andi Whitmore, Clerk
Pine River Township

Published February 28, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE OF STATE-OWNED
OIL AND GAS RIGHTS

TO BE OFFERED FOR LEASE AUCTION

Lands under consideration for oil and gas leasing include acreage in the following counties:
ALPENA, ARENAC, GLADWIN, GRAND TRAVERSE, ISABELLA, LAKE, MASON, MIDLAND,
AND WEXFORD.

On May 7, 2019 the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will offer, at an oral-bid public
auction, approximately 4,130 acres of state-owned oil and gas lease rights in those Michigan
counties indicated herein. More detailed information regarding location of the nominated parcels is
available at www.michigan.gov/minerals, under Maps, select Mineral Lease Nomination Maps; or
by calling 517-284-5844.

Written comments from interested parties relative to the classification of any description must be
received by Office of Minerals Management (OMM) at the address specified herein NO LATER
THAN April 9, 2019. Final approval of proposed classification will be set at the sole discretion of
the Director of the DNR.

Registration of bidders will begin at 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, May 7, 2019, and continue throughout the
auction. Registration will be at the Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, MI. Bids
may be submitted by individuals of legal age, a partnership, corporation, or other legal entity
qualified to do business in Michigan. Prospective bidders will be required to submit a valid
government-issued photo identification (ID) which may be retained by DNR staff until bidder cards
are returned and all successful bids are paid in full. In addition, if the bidder is not on the
authorized bidder list, they will be required to submit a security deposit in order to register. The
security deposit must be a cashier’s check or money order in the amount of $5,000 made payable
to “State of Michigan.” The security deposit will be returned to the registered bidder after their
bidder card is returned and all successful bids are paid in full. Prospective bidders can contact
Ms. Kimberly Venne at 517-284-5912 or vennek@michigan.gov prior to the auction to confirm
they are on the authorized bidder list. (In order to be placed on the authorized bidder list, the
individual must have been a successful bidder at a previous State of Michigan Oil and Gas Lease
Auction; not have an outstanding balance owed; and not be on the DNR Hold Action List.)

Offering of lease rights will begin at 9:00 a.m. at a minimum bid of $10 per acre and will continue
until all descriptions have been offered. Additionally, at the auction’s end and at the option of the
DNR, parcels for which no bids are received may be re-offered at a minimum bid of $2 per acre.

The total bonus must be paid at the time of check out for all lease rights which receive successful
bids. Prospective bidders who do not have an established credit rating with the DNR through prior
leasing of state-owned minerals, must pay at least one-half of the TOTAL bonus bid by cash,
certified check, cashier’s check, or money order. A credit rating may be established by filing with
OMM three letters of reference, acceptable to the DNR, one of which must be a bank. In no
instance will the DNR accept “site drafts,” even if noted as a “zero-day site draft.”

An auction catalog showing the legal description of the lands proposed to be offered and parcel
classifications will be available after April 11, 2019, at www.michigan.gov/minerals, select Oil and
Gas; or by contacting staff at DNR-OMM, P.O. Box 30452, Lansing, MI 48909;
DNR-Minerals@Michigan.gov; or 517-284-5844.
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MID-MICHIGAN DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE

of
FINANCE COMMITTEE AND REGULAR

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETINGS FOR 2019

Finance Committee meetings held at 8:30 a.m. and Regular
meetings held at 9:00 a.m. on the fourth Wednesday of every
month, except for December.

February 27th OrganizationalMeeting, Clinton County Branch
Office, St. Johns

March 27th Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca

April 24th Administrative Offices, Stanton

May 22nd Clinton County Branch Office, St. Johns

June 26th Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca

July 24th Administrative Offices, Stanton

August 28th Clinton County Branch Office, St. Johns

September 25th Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca

October 23rd Administrative Offices, Stanton

November 27th Clinton County Branch Office, St. Johns

Finance Committee at 9:30 a.m., Regular Meeting at 10:00 a.m.

December 18th Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca

This meeting is open to all members of the public under
Michigan’s Open Meetings Act. The Mid-Michigan District
Board of Health will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary
aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired,
interpreters, and audio tapes of printed materials being
considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities
at the meeting/hearing upon one (1) week’s notice. Indi-
viduals with disabilitiesrequiring auxiliary aids or services
should contact the Mid-Michigan District Board of Health
by emailing, writing, or calling:

Cynthia M. Partlo, Board Secretary
Mid-Michigan District Board of Health

615 N. State St.
Stanton, Michigan 48888-9702

(989) 831-3610
E-Mail: cpartlo@mmdhd.org

VILLAGE OF SHEPHERD
Ordinance Amendment

The Village of Shepherd Council, at a published special budget
hearing on Monday, February 27, 2019 at
7:00 pm, at the Village Office, 251 W Wright Ave, Shepherd, Michi-
gan approved to adopt the following
amended ordinance.

VILLAGE OF SHEPHERD ORDINANCE NO. 12.250
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT

FOR THE VILLAGE OF SHEPHERD, MICHIGAN

IN ACCORDANCE WITH PA 1968, NO. 2, SECTION 16, (MCLA
141.436).

Adopted: February 27, 2019
Effective: March 1, 2019
Published: March 7, 2019

A complete copy of this ordinance and 2019-2020 budget are avail-
able for review at the Village Office.

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and Clerk of the Village of
Shepherd, Michigan do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true
and complete copy of the ordinance amendment adopted by the
Village Council at a special meeting held on February 27, 2019 an
original of which is on file in the village office, and that such meet-
ing was conducted and public notice thereof was given pursuant to
and in compliance with Act No. 267, Michigan Public Acts of 1976,
as amended, and that minutes of such meeting were kept and are
available as required by such Act.

Gina L Gross
Gina L Gross, Village Clerk
Dated: February 27, 2019 Published: March 7, 2019
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING THE ABANDONMENT OF STREETS IN THE PLAT
OF THE VILLAGE OF ISABELLA CITY IN UNION TOWNSHIP,

ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held
on March 22, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. at the office of the Isabella
County Road Office, 2261 Remus Road, Mt. Pleasant, Michi-
gan, 48858, to determine the advisability or necessity of
abandoning a portion of Chippeway Street, Isabella Street,
Maple Street, Main Street and Alley within Block 3, Block 6
and Block 2. in the Plat of the Village of Isabella City, Union
Township, Isabella County, Michigan. Notice is being given
pursuant to Public Act 283 of 1909, as amended.

ISABELLA COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION
JOHN GRAHAM, CHAIRMAN

PUBLISHED MARCH 3, 2019
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WISE TOWNSHIP
Budget Hearing Notice

The Wise Township Board will hold a Public Hearing on the pro-
posed budget for the fiscal year 2019-2020. It will be held on March
21, 2019 as part of the Regular Township Board Meeting at 7 pm at
the Wise Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to sup-
port the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.

A copy of the budget is available by contacting the clerk for
public inspection at the home of Doris Methner, Clerk, 7160
N Wise Rd. Clare, MI 48617.

Individuals with disabilities, desiring to attend the meeting should
contact the Wise Township Board by writing or calling the Clerk at
989-465-1267.

Published: March 7, 2019

Need help placing your classified ads in the
Morning Sun of the Mid Michigan Buyers

Guide?
I can help you with Obituaries, Employment,
House for Sale or Rent, anything you have to

sell, garage sales, estate sales.

Call Cindy at 989-779-6115 or email her at
cterwilliger@michigannewspapers.com

HELP WANTED
SEASONAL

DRIVERS

HELP WANTED
SEASONAL

DRIVERS

SEASONAL GROUNDS KEEPER/LOADING ASSISTANT.
Typical work schedule is Monday thru Friday, 10 a.m. –
7 p.m., approx. April thru end of September. Primary
responsibilities include property grounds maintenance
and loading of mineral well brine in to tank trailers. Send

resume on/before March 30th to
employment@michiganchloride.com or mail to
Attn: Employment, Michigan Chloride Sales,
402 W. Jackson Rd, St Louis MI 48880.

The Morning Sun Newspaper
is accepting applications for Route Delivery
Drivers. This position is for early morning
delivery, 7 days a week. You must have a
dependable vehicle and a backup vehicle.

For more information, please call:
Ron at 989-533-3106 or Brenda at 989-779-6156

Mid Michigan Buyer’s Guide Route Open Now!
Isabella Road to Castor Road
Weidman Road to M-20

Call for more information
989-779-6156

PET ADOPTIONS PET ADOPTIONS

HAPPY ST PATRICK’S DAY!

YOU CAN HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
ANYONE CAN SPONSOR A PET FROM THE
ISABELLA COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
Do it as a Birthday, Anniversary gift,
an In Memóriam, St. Patrick’s Day

or just because....
Only $39.87

and includes full color!

ANY ONE CAN HELP!
IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ADOPT....

SPONSOR A PET TO GET THEIR PICTURE OUT TO THOSE
WHO CAN....FIND A GROUP OR A PAL TO HELP SHARE THE

COST OF THE SPONSOR FEE!

This will print on Wednesday, March 20th in the Morning
Sun. The deadline for sponsors will be Friday, March 15th

at noon.

THE SHELTER IS FULL AND NEEDS OUR HELP!

SPONSORS ARE NEEDED to publish the animal photos
and descriptions. This page gives an animal a chance at
a new home OR possibly a lost pet can be reunited with

their owner.
MOST ANIMALS

SPONSORED ARE ADOPTED!

For more information or to participate....
Call Cindy at 989-779-6115 or email

cterwilliger@michigannewspapers.com
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LEGAL NOTICES
GILMORE TOWNSHIP Board of
Review will meet at the Gilm-
ore Township Hall located at
1998 W Stevenson Lake Rd,
Farwell MI 48622.

Property Owners may pro-
test on these dates. March
12, 2019, 3pm-9pm, March 13,
2019, 9am-3pm.

Letters of appeal must be re-
ceived prior toMarch 12, 2019.

Steven H Lasher
Gilmore Township Supervisor
517-648-1310

BARGAINS!
HON model 4 drawer steel file
cabinet with lock, 15 x 25 x 52,
like new, $40(989) 772-3470

DOGS
ENGLISH BULLDOG puppies.
AKC regestered. gorgeous.
males/Females Ready now!

810-569-2625

FARM FEED
& SUPPLIES

3RD PRIME CUT ALFALFA,
(Call for price);
Straw, $4/Bale;

Cracked Corn $12/100;
Shelled-Corn, $10/100;

Cob-Corn, $5/Bag;
Rye, Barley, Wheat, Oats

$12/bag.
Delivery-Available.

(989)433-5418
Cell# (989)965-1391

HELP WANTED
GENERAL

W HIRINGC & R Electric NO
.CTRICIANSJOURNEYMEN ELE

eOffering a competitiv
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ONE STOP SHOPPING...
in the classifieds.

HELP WANTED
GENERAL

ISABELLA COUNTY PARKS &
RECREATION

is accepting applications
for the following seasonal

positions:
PARK MANAGER,

GATE ATTENDANT, PARK
RANGER, NIGHT RANGER &

MOWING CREW.
Seasonal employment begins
in May and continues through

Labor Day.
Accepting resumes and ap-
plications until all positions
have been filled. Application
and position descriptions are

available at
www.isabellacounty.org

under Employment
Opportunities.

HELP WANTED
FULL TIME

Malley Construction,
of Mt Pleasant, is accepting

applications for:

710$-.)1-+
74.,1-$-+
7*(4 )-'*5 (-8&$-+
7$#*.&.)82! *-$% +'0$-&8+1-+
70-16$*) 3.2.!$-
7*12*-$)$ 4.,1-$-+ / "828+9$-+

Experience is helpful. We
offer a competitive wage

and a great benefit package.
Please apply at

1565 S Park Place St.,
Mt Pleasant, MI 48858
or call 989-772-2765

email info@malleycon.com
We are an EOE company.

BUY, SELL OR TRADE
with a classified ad.

HELP WANTED
PART TIME

Isabella County
PART-TIME CUSTODIAN

$13.79/hr. Hours: M-F, 5pm-
10pm. Please submit cover
letter, resume, and applica-

tion to the
Administration Office at 200
N. Main St, Ste. 205, Mt Pleas-

ant MI 48858,
fax to 989-317-4276 or email
to admin@isabellacounty.org

Application can be
downloaded at

www.isabellacounty.org

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT (UNFURNISHED)

1 BEDROOM Apartment for
Rent, Quiet Neighborhood,
$600./mo, includes utilities.
Mt Pleasant area. Call 989-
854-4190, leave message.

1 to 6 Person Apts.
Furnished/unfurnished,
Short & Long Term Leases,

(989) 772-2222
www.LiveWithUnited.com

.om-apts.com

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM
.HOMES & APTS

ull of Amenities.FFu
our budget.riced to meet yP
w!ailable NovAAv

(989) 773-2333
.om-apts.comwwwwww.om-apts.com.om-apts.com

ITHACA, VERY nice 2 bdrm.
Stove, refrig, DW, A/C, W/D
hookup, No pets/smoking.
$575. mo/ water incl./deposit
989-981-6577

SHOP FROM your easy chair.
Shopping the classifieds is
easy, relaxing and you don’t
have to worry about parking.

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT (UNFURNISHED)

VE?MAKING A MOVE?MAKING A MO
NEED SOMETHING

T TERM?SHOR

3-24 Month easesL
ailablevvaAAv

oom, 2.5 Baths4 Bedr

oomfield St1240 E Br
Mt Pleasant, MI 48858

989-779-7900
UNIONWEST CONDO, 3Bed3

Finishedage,GarCar2Bath,
AprilailablevABasement,

2019 (989) 772-2222

LOTS & LAND
FOR SALE By Owner, 80 acres
of farm land, Sumner Twp,
MI.,Serious Inquires Only! Call
406-217-6213

PASSENGER CARS
2012 Chrysler 300 RWD, One
local owner, Full Power, Like
new tires! V-6 engine. Only
76,000 miles. Very nice car!

Drives Great! $10,900.
Jrocksautoandrv.com

In Shepherd
38 Years in business!

Call 989-205-0345 today!

EITHER BUYING, sell-
ing, or trading, a classified is a
good investment.

Sell! Shop! Hunt for a job!
And there’s so much more! Call now and
the Classified Department can help you
place your ad today!
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ByEric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

For the first time since the
1970s, the owners of a destination
shop in downtownMt. Pleasant is
owned by someone that doesn’t
have the last name Quast.
Mike Ring, a long-time Motor-

less Motion employee, took own-
ership at the beginning of the
year and is currently working
the store towards the launch of
its summer cycling season.
It’s a hard time to run a retail

operation, he conceded, but it
helps that shopping at Motorless
Motion is less like a traditional
retail experience and more like
participating in a community of
like-minded people centered on
that location.
“You can’t get your bike ser-

viced online,” he said.
That means thinking a bit out-

side the box when it comes to a
business strategy. Ring said he
hopes to grow Mt. Pleasant’s bik-
ing community. It’s a town built
for bicycling.
“Mt. Pleasant is a small town,

but is easy to bike around,” he
said.
The local bicycling commu-

nity has approximately 50-75 ac-

MT. PLEASANT

Ownership changes at
longtime downtown
bicycle business

COURTESY PHOTOS

Anna Clare Miller (from left), Riley Sponseller and Jace Selvidge discuss their plan for a small business as Chelsea Chilcote looks on at the
Gratiot-Isabella Technical Education Center in Mt. Pleasant on Wednesday. The Small Business Management team created a business plan
for a retail store that was presented.

Stewart McDonald, president of the Gratiot-Isabella Technical
Education Center chapter of Business of Professionals of
America, presents a business plan with Phoebe DeFeyter (right),
Isabel Mink and Madison Halfmann (not pictured) at the GI-TEC
center in Mt. Pleasant on Wednesday.

By CoreyMicho
cmicho@digitalfirstmedia.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

Getting out of a comfort
zone is something that most
adults want to see out of stu-
dents.
The Gratiot-Isabella Tech-

nical Education Center chap-
ter of Business of Profession-
als of America is looking to
help high school students out
of their comfort zone and into
a place where they can thrive
personally and professionally.
The BPA team are heading

to the BPA State Competition
on March 14 and make their
way back on March 17.
The competition will take

place at the Amway Grand
Plaza Hotel in Grand Rapids,
with some competitions being
held at Davenport University,
according to teacher Debb
Leasher, BPA advisor and GI-
TEC business teacher.
Several GI-TEC BPA teams

qualified for the State Com-
petition during the Regional
Competition on January 12,
2019.
Those teams are the Pre-

sentation Management team,

the Web Design team, the
Small Business Management
team, the Global Marketing
team, the Financial Analyst
team, the administration sup-
port team and the entrepre-
neur team, according to BPA
President Stuart MacDonald.
Each of the teams are re-

quired to make presenta-
tions of a made-up scenario,
such as planning a fictional
event or designing a plan for
a small business, according to
Leasher. Each scenario differs
from team to team.
“Depending on what team

they’re on, some will have to
send in a business plan that
will be judged in addition to
their presentation,” Leasher
said.
The teams are made up of

several students from varying
grades, according to Leasher.
“We like to have that mix

because an older student
can help ‘pass the torch’ in
a sense to the other student
who may be a grade or two
under them,” she said.
Preparing for the competi-

tion requires a lot of construc-
tive feedback and help from

ISABELLACOUNTY

GI-TEC BPA TEAM HEADING
TO STATE COMPETITION

By CoreyMicho
cmicho@medianewsgroup.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

A Clare hospital will lose a
portion of funding after be-
ing penalized by the Centers of
Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS).
Mid-Michigan Medical Cen-

ter–Clare was penalized by the
CMS for medical conditions that
were acquired by patients dur-
ing their hospital stay as a part

of the Hospital Acquired Condi-
tions (HAC) Reduction Program,
according to a news release sent
out by the Economic Alliance for
Michigan (EAM). The goal of the
program is to reduce these con-
ditions under the condition of
losing Medicare funding given
to those hospitals if they are pe-
nalized.
Some of those conditions in-

clude sepsis, bedsores, blood
clots, hip fractures, infections
and other adverse conditions.

The Clare hospital has been pe-
nalized by the CMS in the past
and they have lost funding for
the same issues in 2016, accord-
ing to a previous Morning Sun
report. A report from Kaiser
Health News on March 1 also in-
dicates that they were penalized
in 2017. Mid-Michigan Medical
Center – Clare joins 1,756 other
hospitals that were penalized
once before.
The federal government is re-

CLARECOUNTY

Clarehospital penalized for third time
The Mid-
Michigan
Medical
Center-Clare
will lose
funding due to
penalization
by the Centers
of Medicare
and Medicaid
Services.
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Some local experts will have
the opportunity to address state
lawmakers regarding past, cur-
rent and future environmental
concerns.
The legislative event, titled,

“From PBB to PFAS: Policy Les-
sons from Widespread Contam-
inations in Michigan,” will take
place from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Thursday, March 21 at the Capi-
tol in Lansing.
Only state policymakers and in-

vited guests are allowed to attend.
It is a combined effort of Cen-

tral Michigan University, the Uni-
versity ofMichigan, Atlanta-based
Emory University, the Pine River
Superfund Citizens Task Force,
Mid-Michigan District Health
Department and the PBB Citizens
Advisory Group.
A grant from theNational Insti-

tute of Environmental Health Sci-
ences is funding the event.
Among the local speakers will

be Dr. Brittany Fremion, an assis-
tant professor of history at CMU

GRATIOT

Environmental
experts to address
state lawmakers
on PBB andmore
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Taylor, Tracy S., 68,
of Eau Claire, passed
away unexpectedly on
Thursday, February 28,
2019. Tracy was born
August 26, 1950 to Lois
(Cummings)Willoughby
and Vernon Taylor.
Tracy graduated from
Shepherd (MI) High
School before marrying
Marilyn (Berry) Taylor,
starting a family, and
moving to Eau Claire.
He worked for the Me-
nard’s distribution cen-
ter for over thirty years.

Tracy loved to travel and spend time with his family
and friends. Tracy will be remembered as a great
father, grandfather, husband, brother, and friend.
K!7 E;(76 68@!67 M(8( P!;*;(77 @;* #4<:8= #( M@7
quick to smile and always willing to offer a help-
ing hand. Tracy is survived by his three children,
Steven (Melanie) Taylor, of Tennessee, Elizabeth
Spooner of Eau Claire, and Allison Taylor of Eau
5O@!8(= &:48 7!>O!;$7C -(8; 1-@;0 GH@8!OL;F .@LO:8C
Tom (Charolette) Taylor, Ross (Julie) Willoughby,
@;* 5:8!;;( G58@!$F H+5:;;(OOC @OO :& H!+#!$@;=
E2( 76(9B7!>O!;$7C I@<(7 G3!@;(F ,!OO:4$#>LC .!<
Willoughby, Karen (Roger) Hatt, Kelvin (Lilah) Wil-
O:4$#>LC @;* /@;*@OO ,!OO:4$#>LC @OO :& H!+#!$@;=
seven grandchildren, Kellen, Avery, Addalyn, Anne
Claire, Kinley, and Aeron. He is further survived
by nieces, nephews, and numerous good friends.
Tracy was preceded in death by his wife, Marilyn.
A celebration of life will be held on Friday, March 8
at 5:00 p.m. at The Moose Lodge, 3606 Curvue Rd,
N@4 5O@!8(C ,J %'"?)A J; O!(4 :& D:M(87 @ <(<:8!@O
fund has been established in the family’s name at
Associated Bank.

TAYLOR, TRACY S.

ducing Medicare payments
to 800 hospitals across the
country, including 24 in
Michigan, according to the

Kaiser Health News report.
This is the highest num-

ber recorded since the fed-
eral government launched
the HAC Reduction Pro-
gram, created by the Af-
fordable Care Act five years
ago.
For larger hospitals, it

could lead to a loss of over
$1 million, the release
states.
Michigan managed bet-

ter than other states, as
they only accounted for
three percent of penal-
ized hospitals nationwide.
Of the Michigan hospitals

that were penalized, 58
percent were in the south-
eastern region of the state.
“In this report, it’s great

to see the state, as a whole,
performing above the na-
tional standard for patient
safety,” said Bret Jackson,
president of EAM in the re-

lease.
“However, some facili-

ties are harming patients,
increasing their need for
care, and adding to the
high cost of healthcare. It
is our hope to work with
these hospitals to improve
their outcomes.”

The EAM is a nonprofit
group comprised of Mich-
igan employers and unions
looking to grow Michi-
gan’s economy through
job growth and bringing
attention to the cost of
healthcare, according to
the release.

Funding
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volunteers, according to
Leasher.
During a dress rehearsal

on Wednesday night, sev-
eral alumni and profes-
sionals came in to judge
the teams on their presen-
tations that they will show
to the competition judges.
Those volunteer judges

included:
• Lorrin Bambach, an

alumna who currently
works at Isabella Commu-
nity Credit Union
• Ally Wentworth, a

business student at Alma
College and former BPA
President
• Chelsea Chilcote, a

BPA alumna
• Bernie Cesena, who

has business experience
and has had children in
the BPA group in the past
“I’ve learned so much

from BPA and I wouldn’t
be where I am today if
it wasn’t for the group,”
said Lorrin Bambach, an
alumna who currently
works at Isabella Commu-
nity Credit Union.

“I want to help impart

what I’ve gotten from my
time here over to these stu-
dents.”
The panel of volunteer

judges told the students
how they can improve their
presentation through fixes
of their PowerPoint de-
signs, presentation lengths
and word choices, among
several other smaller as-
pects.
“We watch and observe

what can be improved
when we see these presen-
tations,” Chilcote said.
“We’re doing this for the

students because we want
them to be at their best.”
While each team shows

similar presentations,
there are nuances when it
comes to the judging ru-
brics that differ from com-
petition to competition, ac-
cording to Bambach.
One of the nuances is in

the entrepreneurship com-
petitions.
For those, single stu-

dents pitch their idea for
a business, looking at how
the business would be
funded, creating a busi-
ness model, finding rele-
vant competitors and find-
ing solutions to problems
that arise from competi-
tors or elsewhere.

“For the Small Business
Administration Team,
there are times that they
will throw in a random
curveball that the teams
have to incorporate into
their presentation,” Bam-
bach said.
“It really puts the stu-

dents on their toes, since
they only have 10 minutes
to put it into their presen-
tation.”
This is not the first time

this BPA chapter has been
to the state competition.
The group has had teams
that qualified for sev-
eral years, according to
Leasher.
For Leasher, the best

part of teaching business
is having the students dis-
play all the concepts that
they learn through the
BPA program.
“When they star t

throwing back the termi-
nology that you’ve been
teaching them during
that time, it’s really satis-
fying,” she said.
“These skills are going

to help these students well
after high school.”
That was the case for

Wentworth, who changed
her major because of the
program.

“The program really
brought me out of my
shell,” she said.
“I originally wanted to

go to school for something
in the medical field, but
this helped me find where
I worked best.”
Leasher’s sentiment is

shared by Cesena, who
has seen her fair share
of BPA students over the
years.
“For me, it’s the invest-

ment into those students
that keeps me coming,”
she said.
“As someone who

works in business and as
a mother, many adults
never get the skill set that
these kids are getting.”
Some of the skills that

are being taught through
the program include pub-
lic speaking, research into
a variety of areas and
learning how to use sev-
eral digital platforms, ac-
cording to Leasher.
While some of the tech-

nology is a bit dated, the
BPA students are looking
to fix that.
“They are working on

a fundraiser to get more
up-to-date technology
that they will be using in
the real business world,”

Leasher said.
For MacDonald and

Secretary Isabel Mink,
they hope that there will
be more students who will
not only be interested in
the BPA program, but will
plan to stay.
“During the freshman

year, it’s a lot to handle,”
said MacDonald, “There’s
a lot of great potential in
our current group, so I
hope that they will stay
and show what they can
do.”
In addition to the skills

that they’ve learned, both
love being able to meet
new people through the
state competitions that
they are able to go to.
“It’s always great, being

able to meet new people,”
Mink said.
“It’s one of those things

where you know you never
would’ve met those peo-
ple unless you were in the
BPA.”
The BPA Michigan

State Competition will be
livestreamed on the BPA
website, Leasher said.
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tive members, he said.
The more people they

can get involved, the bet-
ter. Not just in terms of in-
creasing business, but mak-
ing things generally safer
for all bicyclists.
To do that, they are look-

ing at holding a number
of small events through
the year to build interest.
They already do commu-
nity rides, and have a De-
cember race at Deerfield
Park. The new rail-trail to
Shepherd offers an inviting
opportunity for everyone to
ride down to the Shepherd
Bar, have a meal and ride
back.
Ring worked for Motor-

less Motion for about 12
years. He started as a shop-
per after moving to town
fromGrand Rapids because
his wife took a job in Clare.
He was already an avid

bicycle rider, and started
visiting the shop to get
parts. Once store staff fig-
ured out that he was mak-
ing some pretty compli-
cated repairs on his own,
they offered him a job.
Working there for a long

time doesn’t mean an eas-
ier transition because he’s
familiar with the business.
The store functions col-

laboratively, with employ-
ees helping to make deci-
sions in what to carry in
stock.
Many of the business de-

cisions he is currently exe-

cuting are the products of
choices made several years
ago.
Rather than abruptly

leaving off one owner and
picking up with another,
it’s more like he is carrying
forward with something he
was in on the ground floor
building.
The Quast family has

been involved in store own-
ership going back to 1976
when it was called Pedal
Pushers.
Terry Quast, then work-

ing for CMU’s accounting

department, got involved
in a partnership arrange-
ment that year when it was
located on May Street in
what became a party store
before being torn down and
converted to housing a few
years ago.
He became sole owner

in the early 80s and the
store moved downtown
and has been a staple of
that business community
since. Most recently, Alli-
son Quast-Lents, former
Mt. Pleasant mayor, ran the
store but decided it was fi-

nally time to move in a dif-
ferent direction.
Turning the store over to

Ring has been a longtime
plan but earlier this year
seemed like a good time to
pull the trigger, she said.

Bike
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Mike Ring, new owner of Motorless Motion, 120S. Main St. in downtown Mt. Pleasant,
says little will change at the store now that the business owner isn’t someone with the
last name Quast.

who is currently conduct-
ing the Michigan PBB Oral
History Project, and retired
Alma College professor Dr.
Ed Lorenz, a foundingmem-
ber of the Pine River Super-
fund Citizens Task Force.
Also addressing lawmak-

ers will be Dr. Al Frans-
blau of the UM School of
Public Health, and Dr. Mi-
chele Marcus of the Rollins
School of Public Health at
Emory University, who has
been studying the long-term
effects of PBB exposure on
Michigan residents since
2011.
Fremion plans to share

some of the research she
has conducted with state
lawmakers.
“We plan to present a

portion of the interviews
we’ve already collected to
state policymakers to pro-
vide insight into the PBB
episode,” she said.
“Our hope is that in dis-

cussing the lessons learned
from PBBwe can offer some
practical solutions to state
representatives that help
them to better address on-

going, as well as new and
emerging environmental
and human health crisis in
Michigan.”
One of the new concerns

is PFAS, a family of chem-
icals that include perfluo-
rooctanis acid and perflu-
orooctane sulfonic acid,
which has been found in 64
municipal water supplies
throughout the state.
PFAS have also been dis-

covered in a former landfill
once operated by the city
of Ithaca a couple of miles
west of town.
The Michigan Depart-

ment of Environmental
Quality has ordered to city
to cleanup the property.
The chemical is found

in firefighting foams, stain
repellents, nonstick cook-
ware, waterproof clothing,
and food wrappers, among
many other household prod-
ucts.
PFAS do not break down

in the environment, move
easily through water and
can cause chronic disease,
according to health experts.
The legislative event will

tie in the PBB disaster at the
former Velsicol Chemical
Co. plant in St. Louis in the
early 1970s, to recent prob-
lems such as the Flint water

crisis and PFAS contamina-
tion, Pine River Superfund
Citizens Task Force Secre-
tary Jane Keon said.
“Our experience with

PBB showed a failure to re-
spond even though the evi-
dence of Velsicol’s mishan-
dling of chemicals had been
well in view for years,” she
explained. “We are hoping
that the event will help us
with our problem with the
State Health Department,
which is not fully cooperat-
ing to give access to Emory
University with the records
they need to perform com-
prehensive health studies of
PBB exposure.
“In a sense, we are a case

study as to how not to han-
dle a contamination crisis.

The problem was ignored
until it was too late.”
Lorenz added that work-

ing with universities and
other agencies from around
the statemay give the group
of environmentalists “po-
tential power to make
change.”
His address to lawmak-

ers will focus on policy deci-
sions and the repeated fail-
ure of state legislators “to
pay attention to evidence
from scientists and citi-
zens.” The slide show Lo-
renz will present consists
of excerpts from news ar-
ticles, letters and scientific
reports that illustrated the
many problems the Velsicol
plant had long before the
PBB mistake took place.

PBB
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“Our hope is that in discussing
the lessons learned from
PBBwe can offer some
practical solutions to state
representatives that help them
to better address ongoing,
aswell as newand emerging
environmental and human
health crisis inMichigan.”
— Dr. Brittany Fremion, assistant professor of history at CMU

Mt. Pleasant is a
small town, but
is easy to bike
around
— Mike Ring, Motorless Motion
owner

ByErrinHainesWhack
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON>> Every elec-
tion year, there’s heated
talk about voter access and
suppression. This year con-
gressional Democrats are
hoping to make it a top-
tier political fight.
The Democrats are call-

ing for new legislation and
increasingly pressuring
Republicans in both the
House and Senate, aim-
ing to highlight enduring
restrictions that prevent
some voters from cast-
ing ballots — and hoping
to also energize key parts
of the party’s base of sup-
porters.
In theHouse, Democrats

flexing their new major-
ity muscles chose to make
their first major piece of
legislation — significantly
numbered H.R. 1 — a bill
that would make it easier
to register to vote. Senate
Democrats, who remain in
theminority, also intend to
make voting rights a top

priority.
“We’re going to go on

offense on it,” Senate
Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer said in an inter-
view. “We’re going tomake
it an issue in the 2020 cam-
paigns. We Democrats
have to fight in this more
aggressive, stronger, fo-
cused way.”
Voting access was a

strong motivator for Dem-
ocratic voters in the 2018
campaign, including in
Georgia, where Democrat
Stacey Abrams narrowly
lost the governor’s race to
Republican Brian Kemp.
Abrams accused Kemp, as
secretary of state, of im-
properly purging voters
from the rolls and limiting
access to polling places in
rural parts of the state.
Kemp said he was fol-

lowing state law to guard
against voter fraud after an
AP analysis found 53,000
applications of mostly
black voters were held in
pending status just before
the midterm election.

NATION

Battling over voting rights,
Dems, GOP have 2020 in sight
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Some 40 years later, the chemi-
cal contamination that hit Michi-
gan and polluted the waters, air,
soil and people of St. Louis still
stands among the worst chemical
tragedies in U.S. history.
More than just a memory, the

PBB contamination remains in
the water and soil of the Gratiot
County town, and in the bodies of
many exposed to it through direct
contact and contaminated food.
On Saturday, a researcher

wants to hear the memories, im-
pact and histories of those still
living with the aftermath.
People throughout Michigan

were exposed to the flame retar-
dant chemical PBB between 1973-
1978 from the food they ate when
farm animals were poisoned by
the accidental mixing of PBB into
their feed.
People in St. Louis, Michigan

ST. LOUIS

Researcher to
gather local
PBB histories
on Saturday

By CMU Communications

Central Michigan University
President Bob Davies last week
addressed the Michigan House
Appropriations Subcommittee
on Higher Education and Com-
munity Colleges, urging legisla-
tors to reconsider funding allo-
cation for Michigan’s public in-
stitutions of higher education
and highlighting the universi-
ty’s role in Michigan’s economy.
Per-student funding at Mich-

igan’s 15 public universities
ranges widely. Central receives
$4,227 per student — the sixth-
lowest in the state.
“We need additional support

from the state to continue to
serve Michigan families. Fund-
ing from the state represents
less than one-fifth of Central’s
operating budget,” Davies said.
Davies highlighted CMU’s

MID-MICHIGAN

University
chief Davies
to lawmakers:
Invest in CMU

CHIPPEWA SEND-OFF

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A Mt. Pleasant man facing
rape and assault charges from
an incident with a co-worker
on New Year’s Eve had those
charges dropped after the co-
worker told prosecutors that
she’d made up the incident.
Charges of criminal sexual

conduct in the first degree, as-

sault with intent to do great
bodily harm less than murder
and criminal sexual conduct in
the third degree against Sam-
uel Isaiah McBride, 19 of Mt.
Pleasant, were dropped, as were
charges of witness bribery/in-
timidation/interference.
Isabella County Prosecu-

tor Dave Barberi said that the
woman McBride was accused of
attacking had written a letter
to his office saying that she’d,

“lied about the whole thing.”
“Without her cooperation, we

had no case,” he said via text
message.
McBride pleaded guilty to

possession of child pornogra-
phy and using a computer to
commit a crime. Those charges
stemmed from a search of his
cell phone during which a sher-
iff’s detective sergeant found il-
licit images on it.
Both are felonies. Posses-

sion of child por-
nography car -
ries a maximum
sentence of four
years in prison
and or a $10,000
fine. Use of a com-
puter to commit
a crime carries
a maximum sen-

tence of seven years in prison or
a $5,000 fine. Because the sen-
tences can run consecutively,
McBride faces a maximum of
11 years in prison.
McBride was arrested Jan. 1,

after the sheriff ’s department

investigated an incident New
Year’s Eve when he called a co-
worker for a ride because he
was too drunk to drive.
When the co-worker ar-

rived, court records said that
the woman he called said that
he pushed her into the back-
seat of her car and raped her.
When she tried to defend her-
self, she told police that he be-
gan to choke her to the point
where she nearly passed out.
On Jan. 15, additional charges

of witness obstruction were
filed against him when the jail

Rapechargedroppedafter allegedvictimsaysshemade it up
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Women’s basketball team leaves for tourney play

MT. PLEASANT

Students and com-
munity members were
among those giving
the CMU Women a
send-off this morn-
ing. They left for
MAC tournament
play on a bus that
departed Theunissen
Stadium at 10 a.m.
CMU’s women fin-
ished 24-6 (15-3) and
won a third-straight
MAC regular-season
title and the top-seed
at the MAC Tourna-
ment in Cleveland,
where they play a
noon game at Quicken
Loans Arena on
Wednesday against
either No. 8 seed
Northern Illinois or
No. 9 seed Eastern
Michigan. The men,
who finished 21-10 (10-
8) and in fifth place
overall in the MAC,
faced Western Michi-
gan Monday night at
McGuirk Arena.

— Eric Baerren,
Morning Sun

School’s per-student funding
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Contamination among
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Man facing rape and assault accusations from coworker has charges
dropped; other charges including possession of child pornography remain
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A Tribute to Life.
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Krueger, Herbert ‘’Bert’’
age 85, of Mt. Pleasant,
passed away Monday,
March 11, 2019, at his
home. A Memorial Ser-
vice will take place on
Friday, March 15, 2019,
at 11 a.m. at Faith Lu-
theran Church in Mt.
Pleasant, with Rev.
Michael Biedenbender
!*$/%.-%#') ( "+#/&,!#
will immediately follow
in the fellowship hall of
the church. The family
will receive friends be-
ginning at 10 a.m. until

the time of the service. Interment of ashes will take
place at a later date at Memorial Gardens Cemetery
in Mt. Pleasant. Memorial contributions may be
made to Faith Lutheran Church or Heartland Hos-
pice. Envelopes will be available at the church. Bert
was born May 12, 1933, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
the son of Herbert and Emma (Rogahn) Krueger.
He graduated from Lutheran High School with
the class of 1951 and earned his Pharmaceutical
Degree from University of Wisconsin-Madison in
1955. Following college, he served in the U.S. Army
for two years. Bert married Paula Wallschlaeger on
July 8, 1961, in Milwaukee. He worked as a phar-
macist for over 50 years and would be remembered
most from Post Pharmacy in Mt. Pleasant. Bert
was a member of Faith Lutheran Church in Mt.
Pleasant. He enjoyed yardwork, reading, spending
time with his family, and watching sports. In their
younger years, Bert and Paula liked going to Elk-
hart Lake in Wisconsin to watch the races. Bert is
survived by his wife Paula; daughters Dawn (Clif-
ford) Moss of Weidman, Julie (Barry) Shellenbarger
of Mt. Pleasant; son Jon (Jennifer) Krueger of Kent-
wood; 9 grandchildren Nicole (Michael) Balent,
Kimberly Moss, Tanner, Hannah, Gage, and Ash-
ley Shellenbarger, Kathryn (Sam) Broecker, Dan-
iel and Jamison Krueger; great-grandson Ethan
Balent; and a brother Ralph Krueger of Westport,
CT. Bert was preceded in death by his parents. To
view Bert’s obituary online or send a condolence to
the family, please visit

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

KRUEGER, HERBERT “BERT”

phone system recorded
him call the woman on
the phone to tell her to
tell law enforcement
that nothing had hap-
pened.
He is scheduled for

sentencing April 11. Mc-
Bride remains in the Is-
abella County Jail, held
on no bail as a threat
to public safety. He has
been there since his ar-
rest.

Charges
FROMPAGE 1

role in Michigan’s return
to economic competitive-
ness — moving from 47th
in the nation in 2002 to
20th last year. He noted
the $1.2 billion CMU gen-
erates each year in eco-
nomic impact.
“We are proud of the

role Central plays in this
great economic come-
back. To continue this
climb, Michigan relies
on institutions like Cen-
tral Michigan University
to prepare students for
high-demand careers,”
Davies said.
Highlights from Da-

vies’ remarks include:
• Nearly 85 percent of

CMU students are from
Michigan, representing
all 83 counties.
• The university’s Cen-

ter for Integrated Health
Studies, which will ad-
vance interdisciplinary
learning for students in
health professions pro-
grams, is on track to be-
gin serving students next
academic year.
• CMU is leading

its second $10 million
grant from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency to monitor Great
Lakes coastal wetlands.
• Through its Sarah

R. Opperman Leader-

ship Institute, CMU of-
fers more leadership
development program-
ming than any other col-
lege or university in the
country.
• CMU is a leader in

flexible learning options
through its online pro-
grams and satellite loca-
tions throughout North
America.
“We need to educate

students who will be
change-makers, innova-
tors and visionaries. We
need individuals who
will not simply be great
at their jobs, but who
will work hard to im-
prove their communities
through civic engage-
ment and service,” Da-
vies said.
“At Central Michigan

University, we empower
our students to use their
knowledge to improve
the lives of others and
position them to be life-
long learners.”

Davies
FROMPAGE 1

were exposed through their
food, and also in the air
they breathed and the dust
of PBB that touched their
skin from the manufactur-
ing of PBB in their town.
Studies on PBB exposure

conducted by researchers at
the Rollins School of Public
Health showed blood sam-
ple levels highest among
former workers at Mich-
igan Chemical/Velsicol,
followed by their family
members.
The chemical factory

was the largest employer
in St. Louis from 1936-1978,
whichmeantmany workers
and their families were ex-
posed.
The PBB Oral History

Project, funded by a grant
from the National Insti-
tutes of Health, is gather-
ing personal experiences
from the time of the PBB
Disaster.
Former chemical work-

ers, truckers who dumped
the leftover PBB, farm fami-
lies, and people who lived in
St. Louis during that time
are encouraged to tell their
stories.
Dr. Brittany Bayless, a

history professor from Cen-
tral Michigan University,
and other interviewers are
holding a special interview-
ing event in St. Louis this

Saturday, March 16 at St.
Louis City Hall, beginning
at 10 a.m.

Bayless can be con-
tacted at (989) 774-1094, or
Fremi1b@cmich.edu

PBB
FROMPAGE 1

MEDIANEWS GROUP FILE PHOTO

Jane Keon, a founder of the Pine River Superfund Task
Force and author of the book “Tombstone Town: Left
for Dead, Marked with a Tombstone, a Toxic Town
Fights Back”, stands with the tombstone marking the
contaminated area. It has since been moved from the site
to the St. Louis Historical Society.

COURTESY PHOTO

Central Michigan University
President Robert Davies.

ByScott Smith
The Associated Press

VENEZUELA >> An explo-
sion rocked a power sta-
tion in the Venezuelan capi-
tal earlyMonday, witnesses
said, adding to the crisis
created by days of nation-
wide power cuts.
Flames rose overnight

from the electrical facility
in the Baruta area of Cara-
cas. The blast contributed
to a sense of chaos among
Venezuelans already strug-
gling with an economic
crisis and a bitter political
standoff.
Residents in Baruta gath-

ered on a footbridge with a
clear view of charred, smol-
dering transformers and
electrical equipment.
Opposition leader Juan

Guaido said three of four
electricity transformers
servicing the area were
knocked out and that state
engineers were unable to
fix them. The U.S.-backed
leader of the National As-
sembly has blamed the
blackouts that began
Thursday on alleged gov-
ernment corruption and
mismanagement.
Critical conductors had

overheated at the hydro-
electric station at the Guri
Dam, the cornerstone of
Venezuela’s electrical grid,
said Winston Cabas, the
head of Venezuela’s electri-
cal engineers union, which
opposes the government.
He disputed government al-
legations that the dam was
the target of sabotage and
blamed the problem on a
lack ofmaintenance as well
as the departure of skilled
workers from the troubled
country over the years.
“The system is vulnera-

ble, fragile and unstable,”
he said.
President Nicolas Mad-

uro has accused Guaido
and the United States of
staging a “cyberattack” on
Venezuela’s power grid. In-
formation Minister Jorge
Rodriguez earlier described

it as a cyberattack on the
dam’s operating system,
which signals to machines
whether to boost or dimin-
ish power based on capacity
and demand. The U.S. dis-
misses the allegation.
The nationwide outages

have intensified the mis-
ery of Venezuelans. Since
water pumps began failing
without power, more peo-
ple have been collectingwa-
ter frommountain springs,
and many are scrounging
for scarce cash to pay for
food in the few shops that
are open.
“We’re desperate,” said

Luis Sanabria, a Caracas
resident who joined dozens
of other people filling up
bottles from a city spring.
Long lines of cars wait at

the small number of gaso-
line stations with electric-
ity. Some Venezuelan hos-
pitals are caring for their
most critically ill patients
with the help of generators,
butmany operated without
power, raising concerns
about vulnerable patients
who rely on oxygen concen-
trators, dialysis machines
and other equipment.

AlsoMonday, Spain’s air-
line pilots union asked for
Spanish airline Air Europa
to stop flying to Venezuela
after one of its crews was
attacked at gunpoint in
Caracas. The Sepla union
said two pilots and eight
more crew members of a
flight fromMadridwere as-
saulted on Saturday while
going from the airport to
their hotel in the Venezue-
lan capital.
The crew told the union

that their van was sur-
rounded by men on three
motorbikes who later fled
after an exchange of gun-
fire with a person the crew
believed to be a plain-
clothes police officer. None
of the crew members was
injured.
Air Europa responded to

the attack by ordering the
crews of flights to Venezu-
ela to not spend the night
in the country, according to
the union.

Power station blast adds to sense of chaos in Venezuela
SOUTHAMERICA

FERNANDO LLANO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Motorists stop on the road near a working cell phone tower during rolling blackouts in
Caracas, Venezuela, on Monday.

EDUARDO VERDUGO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

National Assembly President Juan Guaido, who declared
himself interim president of Venezuela, leads a session of
the opposition-controlled assembly in Caracas, Venezuela
on Monday.

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Sanders on Mon-
day repeatedly refused to say
whether President Donald
Trump really thinks
Democrats “hate”
Jewish people.
Before Trump left

the White House on
Friday for his Mar-a-
Lago resort in Flor-
ida, he said: “The
Democrats have be-
come an anti-Israel
party. They’ve be-
come an anti-Jewish party,
and that’s too bad.” Later in
the day, Trump toldRepubli-
can National Committee do-
nors that Democrats “hate”
Jewish people, according to
person who heard the re-
marks but spoke on condi-
tionof anonymity todescribe
the president’s comments at
a private event.
Trump’s comments fol-

lowed an emotional debate
on Capitol Hill about state-
ments made by freshman

Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Mus-
lim lawmaker from Min-
nesota who suggested Isra-
el’s supporters were push-

ing lawmakers to
take a pledge of “al-
legiance” to a foreign
country—comments
that some viewed as
anti-Semitic. Dem-
ocrats wrestled for
days over whether
a House resolution
should call Omar out
by name, what other

types of bias should be men-
tioned in the measure and
whether the partywould tol-
erate dissenting views on Is-
rael. When the final resolu-
tion passed the House, it did
not mention Omar by name.
Trump called the resolution
“disgraceful.”
Sanders refused several

times to say whether Trump
really thinks Democrats
“hate” Jews.

— The Associated Press

White House mum on if Trump
really thinks Dems ‘hate’ Jews

WASHINGTON

Sanders
U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar

thanked Fox News on
Monday for condemning
comments made on the
network by weekend host
Jeanine Pirro centering on
the freshman Democrat’s
wearing of a traditional
Muslim head covering.
Fox said it “strongly con-

demned” Pirro’s Saturday
night commentary and
said it had addressed the
matter with her. Pirro did
not apologize.
On her show, Pirro

noted that the Minnesota
representative wears a hi-
jab in apparent conformity
to a directive in theQuran.
“Isher adherence to this Is-
lamic doctrine indicative
of her adherence to Sharia
law, which is in itself anti-
thetical to the U.S. Consti-
tution?” she asked.
In its condemnation,

Fox said Pirro’s views “do
not reflect those of the
network and we have ad-
dressed the matter with
her directly.”
Omar, in a tweet,

thanked Fox for the state-
ment, sayingnoone should
question a person’s com-
mitment to the Constitu-
tion because of a person’s
faith or country of origin.
Omar is a Somali immi-
grant.

— The Associated Press

Minnesota politician
thanks Fox for
condemning
Jeanine Pirro

NATIONBRIEF

Are you a conserva-
tive who is wary of din-
ing out while wearing your
red “Make America Great
Again”hat?Doyouwishyou
knewwhere you could freely
sport a “Trump 2020” shirt
while running errands?
There’s an app for that.
Earlier this month,

an Oklahoma developer
launched “63red Safe,” de-
scribed as “an app to keep
conservatives safe as they
eat and shop.” The idea, ac-
cording to founder Scott
Wallace, is to “simply get

these politics out of res-
taurants and businesses”
— by gauging whether
they would be friendly to
conservatives.
“Reviews of local restau-

rant and businesses from
a conservative perspective,
helping (ensure that) you’re
safewhenyoushopandeat!”
reads the app’s description
in the Google Play store.
Wallace, who describes

himself as a lifelong Repub-
lican, said he conceived of
the idea inNovember, when
he was out with his young-

est child and considered
buying “one of thoseMAGA
hats.” Then he wondered
whether itwouldmake them
targets for harassment, even
in Oklahoma City.
Just a few months be-

fore, White House press
secretary Sarah Sanders
had been asked to leave
the Red Hen, a restaurant
in western Virginia, be-
cause she worked for Pres-
ident Donald Trump, he
noted.

— The Associated Press

New app sets out to help conservatives
find ‘safe’ places to wear MAGA hats

NATION
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By RickMills
rmills@medianewsgroup.com
@rickmills2 on Twitter

With plenty of day-to-day vari-
ations and exceptions, it appears
that humans are the most prev-
alent source of E-coli and bacte-
rial contamination in the Pine
River.
Pigs and hogs are ranked sec-

ond and cows third.
Horses - with direct access to

bodies of water - are a distant
fourth.
Molly Rippke with the Michi-

gan Department of Environmen-
tal Quality spoke to the Healthy
Pine River group and outlined
the results of studies conducted
over a five week period in 2017,
along with a few more tests in
2018.
Julie Spencer administrator of

the Gratiot Conservation District
is the one however, who ranked
the sources from data she gath-
ered.
The DEQ tests showed vary-

ing degrees of contamination at
13 sites in Gratiot County - from
god-awful to one site that ac-
tually met all the state’s safety

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Humans, pigs and
cows are to blame
for pollution in
the Pine River

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@medianewsgroup.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

Mt. Pleasant Public Schools are
looking for community input re-
garding a new calendar option for
its students.
The district has created a bal-

anced calendar program that cre-
ates a new schedule for the school
year by spreading out breaks
throughout the year, according
to a news release sent out by the
MPPS Administrative Team. The
primary difference between the
two calendars is that the sum-
mer break will last for six weeks
and another six weeks’ worth of
breaks will be spread throughout
the school year.
The balanced calendar will be

equal to the traditional calendar
in terms of time and days, allow-
ing for 180 school days, but the
days will be distributed differ-
ently, according to Verleger.
“This calendar isn’t a ‘year-

round school’ calendar,” she said.
“It takes into the consideration
the number of hours and days
that are required for a regular

MT. PLEASANT

Public schools
to offer balanced
calendar option

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE KEON

Flooding following the rapid melt of snow and continued rains has led to warnings by the National Weather Service for both the Chippewa
and Pine rivers. Here, rising water in the city of Alma has caused some road closures and water uncomfortably close to the public library.

ByEricBaerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

The Chippewa River below
Mt. Pleasant is expected to con-
tinue flooding through theweek-
end, while the Pine River in Gra-
tiot County is expected to fall be-
low flood stage at the start of it.
Both rivers were part of a

widespread flood warning is-
sued by the National Weather
Service Fridaymorning based on
the combination ofmild temper-
atures Thursday, rain that fell
through Thursday into Friday
morning and the resulting sud-
den melt of snow and ice.
In the city of Mt. Pleasant,

flood waters inundated Nelson
and Island parks, forcing the
closure of both. Despite that, no

city streets in Mt. Pleasant were
closed. Instead, street crews
were out Friday using picks and
shovels to break ice dams that
were preventing rain andmelted
snow from washing into storm
drains and out into the river.
The Chippewa River peaked

at 10 ft., consideredminor flood-
ing, Friday afternoon. The Na-
tional Weather Service, which
issued the flood warning, says
that it expects the river to finally
fall below flood stage sometime
Monday morning. The flooding
is most similar to flooding that
took place in February, 2009.
That is expected to be the

worst in mid-Michigan.
In Gratiot County, the Pine

River crested at 8.4 feet on Fri-
day morning. The river’s level is
expected to fall off until it gets

below the 8 ft. flood stage Satur-
day morning. It is most similar
to flooding that took place Feb-
ruary of last year.
Because of the flooding, some

roads and area parks have been
closed. So far, all road closures
are coming out of Gratiot and
Clare counties. The Isabella
County Road Commission said
that it was in the process of as-
sessing which roads it was clos-
ing as of mid-morning.
Gratiot County’s road closures

include:
• West Jefferson Road be-

tween Lumberjack and West
County Line Road
• North Crapo Road between

Harrison and Van Buren Road
• South Ferris Road between

Wilson and the south county line
• North River Avenue/Hast-

ings in Alma
• East Downie Street/ Pine Av-

enue in Alma
• West Hayes Road between

Begole & Alger
• East Jefferson Road/North

Mikus Road
• East Hayes Road between

Croswell & Bagley
• East Clark Road between

Croswell & Bagley
• Ely Sreet between Marshall

& State in Alma
• East JeffersonRoad between

Arnold & McCelland
• In Clare County, US-10 from

Coleman Road to M-18 was
closed much of the night due to
water over the road. One lane is
now open.
Farwell and Clare schools are

both closed due to impassable
roads.

ISABELLAANDGRATIOTCOUNTY

TWO RIVERS REMAIN
UNDER FLOOD WARNING

Morning Sun staff reports

A known sex offender who im-
pregnated an Isabella child and
refused to admit it, forcing her to
testify against him, has been sen-
tenced to 74 years in prison.
A federal jury in December con-

victed Dale Byron Bird, 64, of Mt.
Pleasant on 14 counts of repeat-
edly raping a 12-year-old girl at
her home near Rosebush.
He was sentenced Thursday to

74 years in prison byUnited States
District Judge Thomas L.

Ludington, who also im-
posed five years of supervised re-
lease.
Bird failed to register in Mich-

igan for sex crime convictions
in Canada and faced 14 crimi-
nal counts that allege he raped
a young girl at a Rosebush home
dozens of times over more than
a year.
It was only when the pre-teen

girl experienced a rare pregnancy
complications that her mother
learned of the assaults and a po-
lice investigation began.

Bird was living with a woman
and her then 12-year-old daugh-
ter in Rosebush at
the time.
T h e g i r l ’ s

mother was away
often from the
home caring for a
sick relative when
Bird would or-
der the 12-year-
old into her room
and tell her to take
her clothes off and lie on the bed,
according to a sworn statement

made by the lead federal investi-
gator on the case.
The victim – a small child – told

police she was scared of Bird who
was 5-foot-10 and 300 pounds, ac-
cording to court documents.
On about 20 occasions Bird

raped the girl and once sexually
assaulted her with a sex toy; af-
ter he would tell her that if she
told anyone he would take away
her horses and her cell phone.
“(The victim’s) horses mean a

lot to her as she considers them
her best friends,” the investigator

wrote in his statement.
Police began investigating the

assaults when the girl was treated
for a molar pregnancy, a compli-
cation where tissue but not a fe-
tus grows inside thewomb; at that
time the child told her mother
about the rapes.
As investigators gathered in-

formation, they learned that Bird
was convicted of sex crimes in-
volving a 12-year-old girl in Can-
ada in 2007 and as such was re-
quired to register as a sex offender

ISABELLACOUNTY

Manwho impregnated local girl gets 74years
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A Tribute to Life.
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Age 90, lifelong resident
of Vestaburg passed
away peacefully Thurs-
day, March 14, 2019
at her home. She was
born May 8, 1928 in
Vestaburg the daugh-
ter of M.I. and Bertha
(Bennet) Frost. She
was a 1945 graduate of
Vestaburg High School,
where she excelled in
basketball and helped
lead her team to four
perfect seasons. Her
undefeated 1944/1945
team was inducted into

the Vestaburg High School Hall of Fame earlier this
year. Rachel married Harold Gale Corder on De-
cember 16, 1945. She worked as a seamstress for
D and S Auto Trim for 15 years, retiring in 1990.
She also spent over 50 years baking delicious and
beautiful specialty cakes out of her home. She en-
joyed gardening and canning. Rachel was a de-
voted and faithful member of the Ferris Church
of Christ, where she served as a Sunday School
Teacher and was a member of the SOS Ladies
Group. Rachel is survived by her children; Laura
(Perry) Hilton, Mary Robertson, William Corder, 12
grandchildren; 30 great-grandchildren; daughter-
in-law; Doris Corder, and four sisters; Ruby Mar-
chetti, Mabel Herrera, Rosemary Krafft, Sharon
Rinckey. She was preceded in death by her par-
ents; her husband; Harold, a son; Paul, a daugh-
;B@6 09%B+ -7B /@#;<B@>6 *#%13"+ ,3/B@;+ 8#&+ .:33:>
and Robert Frost and a sister; Verda Webster.
Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, March
19, 2019 at 11 am at the Ferris Church of Christ
(:;< =1>;#@ 0#>< 89"B #A-$:1;:%?) 2%;B@'B%; (:33
be held in Ferris Center Cemetery. Visitation will
be held on Monday, March 18, 2019 from 6-8 pm
at Lux and Schnepp Funeral Home in Riverdale
and on Tuesday from 10 am until the time of ser-
vices at the church. Those desiring may make con-
tributions in Rachel’s honor to the Ferris Church of
Christ. To view Rachel’s obituary online or to leave
a condolence for the family please visit

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

CORDER, RACHEL MAY

Coughlin, Richard
“Dick” J.; age 83, of
Shepherd passed on
Thursday, March 14,
2019 at the Woodland
Hospice House of Mt.
Pleasant. Services for
Dick will be Monday,
March 18 at 11am
at St. Patrick’s with
Father Fred Kawka of-
-$:1;:%?) 4<B@B (:33 /B
Visitation on Sunday,
March 17 from 3 to
8pm with a scripture
service at 7pm. Dick
was born December

17, 1935, the son of Leo and Pearl (Eisenberger)
Coughlin. He served in the U.S. Army. Dick was
a golden glove boxer and was a 2 time runner-up
state champion and also boxed while in the Army.
He graduated from Shepherd High School in 1954.
*:$5 (#@5B" A#@ 4#;13 8B-%B@& 1%" =:!B3:%B :% ,3'1
for 35 years. He was a member of the Shepherd Joe
Ulch VFW and the American Legion of Mt. Pleas-
ant. He was also a member of the NRA. Dick is sur-
vived by 3 sisters Gloria (Gerry) Farnan of Shep-
herd, Ruth (Gene) Utterback of Mt. Pleasant, and
Linda Rondy of Ithaca, and numerous nieces and
nephews. Dick is preceded by both his parents, in-
fant sister Joyce, Delores Zsoter, and brother Tim
Coughlin. Memorials can be made on Dick’s behalf
to Hospice or the Joe Ulch Shepherd VFW post. Ar-
rangements have been entrusted to Berry Funeral
Home of Shepherd.

COUGHLIN, RICHARD “DICK” J.

ANDREWS, DONALD EUGENE
age 64, of Shepherd, passed away Thursday, March
14, 2019 at his home For more information, please
visit www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

Sisco, Richard L.; age
59, of Elwell passed on
Thursday, March 14,
2019 at Gratiot Hos-
pital with family by
his side. Services for
Richard will be Tues-
day, March 19 at 12pm
at The Potter’s House
Family Worship Center
with Ron Ives and Jim
81;</9% #A-$:1;:%?)
There will be Visitation
on Monday, March 18
at Potter’s House from
5 to 8pm. Richard was
born December 3, 1959

and raised by Kenneth and Betty (Mullin) Sisco. He
married Theresa VanWagner July 10, 2004. Rich-
ard enjoyed working on cars and camping. He was
known as a good cook and made the best baked
beans. Richard liked helping others and especially
taking care of his brother Jesse. He loved all his
children and loved his church as he was the Men’s
Ministry leader at The Potter’s House. Richard is
survived by his wife Theresa; 5 children Kenneth
and Christopher Sisco of Georgia, Austin Van-
Wagner of Mt. Pleasant, and Savannah and Seth
Sisco of Elwell; 2 grandchildren Kayden and Sean
Sisco; 2 siblings Lynn (Jeff) Adams of Kalkaska
and Jesse Sisco of Mt. Pleasant; and several nieces
and nephews. Richard is preceded by both his par-
ents. Memorials can be made on behalf of Richard
to The Potter’s House Family Worship Center. Ar-
rangements have been entrusted to Berry Funeral
Home of Shepherd.

SISCO, RICHARD L.

Age 89, of Alma, passed
away Thursday, March
14, 2019 at Masonic
Pathways in Alma. She
was born November
8, 1929 in Alma the
daughter of Paul and
Mabel (Christ) Bragg.
She was a 1947 grad-
uate of Alma High
School and married
David Wayne Sommer-
ville on January 28,
1950. Mary Lou was
-@>; 1%" A#@B'#>; 1 "B-
voted wife, mother and
grandmother. She en-

joyed making crafts, especially knitting, crocheting
and cross-stitching. For several years she was part
owner of Country Cousins Craft Store in Elwell,
that she ran with her extended family. She was a
member of a Bridge Club for many years and the
Child Study Group in Gratiot County. She was also
a member of the Alma United Methodist Church.
Mary Lou is survived by her children; Jim (Den-
ise Bickel) Sommerville, Kathy Sommerville, Karen
(Darrell) Hundey, Rich (Rebecca Anlas) Sommer-
ville, grandchildren; Jeff (Carmen), Nadia, Keven
(Clara), Sean, Kilee (Tyler), Nathan, Adam (Kara),
Michelle (Trevor), David (Ashley), Nick (Lisa), Dar-
cie (Steve), Brianna and Brittany, great-grandchil-
dren; Landon, Zachary, Joey, Livy, Breezy, Michael,
Corbin, Peyton, Blake, Brianna, Taya, Ben and
Emily, great-great-grandchild; Brady, and a sister;
JoAnn Simmons. She was preceded in death by her
parents and her husband, David in 2014. Funeral
services will be held on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at
11 am at the Alma United Methodist Church with
=1>;#@ *B//:B 4<#'1> #A-$:1;:%?) 2%;B@'B%; (:33
follow in Riverside Cemetery, Alma. Visitation will
be held on Monday, March 18, 2019 from 4-8pm at
Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home and on Tuesday
from 10 am until the time of services at the church.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Alma
United Methodist Church. To view Mary Lou’s obit-
uary online or to leave a condolence for the family
please visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com

SOMMERVILLE, MARY LOU

school year.”
The proposed calendar

starts at the beginning of
August and gives students
a two-week break in Octo-
ber, a full-week break dur-
ing Thanksgiving, a win-
ter break in February and
a full week break in March,
in addition to the regular
spring and holiday breaks.
For the students in the bal-
anced calendar program,
their school year ends near
the end of June, leaving a
one-month summer vaca-

tion in July before school
starts again.
The MPPS Board of Ed-

ucation has been want-
ing to implement this cal-
endar option for the last
three years, according to
Verleger. The board moved
forward on its possible im-
plementation at the end of
last month.
The district wanted

to adopt this option be-
cause they said that re-
search shows that the bal-
anced calendar leads to less
school absences for both
students and staff, as well
as less burnout from both
of those groups according
to Verleger. She also said

that one of the breaks will
line up with Central Mich-
igan University’s spring
break during the first week
of March.
“We have a lot of families

that are involved with the
university,” she said. “They
wanted us to offer some-
thing that would lead to a
similar calendar.”
The balanced calendar

has been implemented in
several other school dis-
tricts in the state, includ-
ing Flint Community
Schools, Davison Commu-
nity Schools and Holt Pub-
lic Schools.
Those who participate in

the balanced calendar will

be able to take part in op-
tional, paid “enrichment
sessions” that are hosted
by the district during the
breaks.
The sessions are week-

long lessons that revolve
around a certain theme
and incorporate hands-on
learning, according to Ver-
leger.
“One of the examples will

be a farm-to-table week,”
she said. “That week, the
students would go to a local
farmers market and learn
about produce as well as
cooking and preparing that
produce.”
She also said that the cal-

endar would benefit both

high-excelling students by
offering new educational
opportunities and students
having trouble with their
schoolwork by using the
added breaks to help them
catch up with their peers.
The district sent out an

application to parents last
Friday to gauge interest
for the new calendar op-
tion. The response from
the parents will determine
if the district will continue
to offer the balanced calen-
dar, Verleger said.
The balanced calendar

will be offered for students
K-5 at either Pullen Elemen-
tary or McGuire Elemen-
tary, according to a letter

sent to parents.
The schools that offer the

calendar will have students
come from other schools
who wish to enroll in the
program, creating a “school
within a school” as the let-
ter states.
An open house discuss-

ing the new calendar will
take place at Pullen and
McGuire, with both run-
ning between 6 p.m. and 7
p.m. on April 3. Those who
are interested in applying
for the balanced calendar
can call the MPPS central
office at 989-775-2303 or
visit mtpleasantschools.net.
Applications will be due on
April 5.

Schools
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standards - but there was
some other good news too.
Despite the oxygen de-

pleting contamination,
both cold water and warm
water fish have enough ox-
ygen to thrive, Rippke said.
Some days during the

testing period were dry
and other days were wet,
Rippke said.
In very general terms,

she said that when the wa-
ter levels are low, E-coli
contamination is usually
high.
She pointed out that

high water levels generally
dilute the contamination.
Even so, Rippke said that

there were some sites like
Cedar Creek at Fremont
Road where the E-coli lev-
els were always high, rain
or shine.
Other sites had high

levels too but not as high
as Cedar Creek, she said,
while still more sites had
higher levels of E-coli af-
ter it rained than before
the rain.
“Obviously, there is a

constant source of E-coli
coming into the river,” she
said.
Before the lab tests were

completed, one way to de-
termine the source was to

look around the area.
Was there a CAFO (con-

centrated animal feeding
operation) for example, up-
stream?
Rippke singled out three

CAFOs as likely sources at
three of the test sites.
She also had pictures

of a path used by horses
when they came to a creek
or stream to drink as well,
along with flooded pas-
tures.
And, she showed a pic-

ture of a clearly failed sep-
tic system.
Marcus Cheatham, di-

rector of the Gratiot, Mont-
calm and Clinton Counties
District Health Depart-
ment, said it is his under-

standing too, that with
the data available, human
contamination is the most
prevalent source.
He said the health de-

partment believes that
there are about 4,000
homes in the district that
have no septic system at
all.
That doesn’t include the

failed systems.
Several homeowners

don’t even know if they
have a system or not, he
said.
Many of these residents

are low income and do not
have the thousands of dol-
lars needed to install a new
system, he said.
So, one of the goals in

the three county wide dis-
trict is to create a water
program to deal with all
of the issues, including the
septic systems and CAFOS,
Cheatham said.
He’s been talking to the

counties to help “step up to
fund the program to give
(homeowners) financial
help,” he said.
There have been no pro-

posals from the counties
yet, but he noted that the
county commissioners are
aware of the water quality
problems and most want
to help solve the problem,
as do several of the home-
owners.
The Maple River, he

noted after the meeting,

is in fact, worse than the
Pine in terms of contam-
ination.
For her part, Spencer

told the group that on
some days, the contamina-
tion levels showed cows or
pigs to be the the number
one source of contamina-
tion but humans were over-
all deemed to be the most
prevalent source.
“But we found all of

them (human and animal
contamination) at all of the
sites,” she said.
The Gratiot Conserva-

tion District would be de-
veloping a new watershed
management plan with
a priority list of issues to
tackle, she said.

River
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but failed to do so.
Because Bird is Native

American and the Rose-
bush assaults happened in
what’s formally referred to
as “Indian Country,” the

Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation handled the case and
Bird was charged in federal
court.
The casewas investigated

by the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation.
It was prosecuted by assis-
tant United States attorney
Roy Kranz.

Prison
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Morning Sun staff

AMecostaCountywoman
is looking forward to finan-
cial relief after winning a
$276,903 Fantasy 5 jackpot
from the Michigan Lottery.
“My husband called the

winning number hotline
the night of the drawing to
check our numbers,” said
the 69-year-old player, who
chose to remain anonymous.
“When he realized we had
matched all five numbers, he
had towakemeup to double
check the ticket because he
couldn’t believe it.
“We decided to wait un-

til the morning to check
the numbers on the Michi-
gan Lottery website. When
we looked the next morning
and saw where the winning
ticket was sold, we knew it
was real. It was such a great
feeling. “ The lucky player
matched the Fantasy 5 num-
bers drawn onMarch 6 - 02-
07-13-26-34 - towin the jack-

pot. She bought herwinning
ticket at the Country Cor-
ner Supermarket, located
at 10039 Buchanan Road in
Stanwood.
“There are two words to

describe it: relief and excite-
ment,” said the player. “Win-
ning this prize is surreal. It
will bring us such financial
relief.” The lucky player vis-
ited Lottery headquarters
recently to claim the big
prize. With her winnings,
she plans to retire, pay bills,
and save the remainder.
Each Fantasy 5 play is

only $1. For an additional $1
per play, EZmatch may be
added to a Fantasy 5 ticket,
giving players a chance to
win up to $500 instantly.
Fantasy 5 players select five
numbers from one to 39.
Players who match all five
Fantasy 5 numbers drawn
win a jackpot that starts at
$100,000. Fantasy 5 draw-
ings are held seven days a
week at 7:29 p.m.

MECOSTACOUNTY

Stanwood womanwins
$276,000 in lottery

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@digitalfirstmedia.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

A set of charms from
the 1950s was found at Mt.
Pleasant High School. A
member of its staff is look-
ing to get themback to their
rightful owners.
The charms were found

by a special education stu-
dent around the weekend
of March 1 to March 3, ac-
cording to MPHS secretary
Liz Busch.
“It’s something that

someone might be looking
for,” she said. “We looked
within the schools, sent out
emails about it and posted
about the charms on Face-

book.”
While the post was

shared by several people,
Busch has not heard back
about the charms.
The charms are la-

beled with two names and
dates: “Danny 8-13-57” and
“Karen 7-7-59.” The charms
are slightly smaller than a
quarter and are shaped like
the heads of a boy and a girl.
Busch thinks that there’s a
possibility that the charms
could have been left at the
school for some time.
Those who may have any

information about the own-
ers of the can call the high
school at 989-775-2200 or
email Busch at lbusch@
mp.edzone.net.

MPHS staff looking to reunite
charms with rightful owner

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIZ BUSCH

These charms were found in different parts of Mt. Pleasant
High School. The staff is looking to give them back to their
owners.
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Velsicol EPA Update

Posted on Wednesday, March 20th, 2019 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this entry
through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

In-place Thermal Treatment
 The design for the in-place thermal treatment for Area 2 is under development. Due to the size of Area 2 (3

acres) and the large amount of electrical power that is required, the cleanup will need to be completed in two
phases. The drilling of the heaters and extraction wells to remove both vapor and groundwater will begin the
week of March 25, 2019.

 The same pollution cleaning equipment for the vapor and groundwater employed in Area 1 will be used. Drilling
is expected to take most of the summer and soil heating for the first phase is set to begin sometime in October
2019. Heating of soil for the second phase is expected to begin in August 2020 and the project is expected to be
done in October 2021. The necessary funding to complete this project is available, including the state’s 10
percent cost share.

 EPA expects to have a public meeting sometime in May to discuss the Area 2 in-place thermal treatment system.

Downstream Pine River Investigation
 Sampling of Pine River stream banks near the high school athletic fields, just downstream from the St. Louis

dam, is complete and the results show DDT contamination along the bank area. EPA expects to receive the
results from the downstream ecological study from Michigan State University sometime this summer. We are
waiting to receive an answer from EPA’s Office of Research and Development if they will fund a pilot study
evaluating the use of carbon-based materials to remove DDT in floodplain soil.

Velsicol Burn Pit
 The design for the in-place thermal treatment system continues. Funding has not been made available to begin

this project, and electricity demand for the in-place thermal treatment system will not allow us to begin until
after Area 2 is completed on the Velsicol Chemical Plant. The design for the hook-up of 11 homes to city of St.
Louis drinking water continues.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/velsicol-epa-update/2019/03/20/feed/
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Leiter, Shawn Patrick,
age 42 of Weidman
passed away on Mon-
day, March 18, 2019
with his loving fam-
ily by his side at Mc-
Laren Bay Regional
Hospital. Shawn was
born on December 21,
1976 to Patrick F and
LuAnn (Pick) Leiter in
Alma, MI. He attended
Chippewa Hills Schools
and graduated with the
class of 1995. He grad-
uated from ITT Tech in
2006 with an associ-

ate’s degree. Shawn was employed by US Marble
as a Laborer. Shawn enjoyed playing horseshoes,
watching sports on TV; especially U of M and the
Dallas Cowboys and spending time with family and
friends. Spending time outside with the kids was a
favorite pastime for Shawn. He attended Weidman
Baptist Church. Shawn is survived by his parents,
Patrick and LuAnn; son, Dustin; sisters, Abby (Dan
Maney) Sellers, and Kristy (Ron) Wood; nephews/
nieces, Brock, Courtlyn, Peyton, Jaydin, Mack-
enna, Gunnar, Gavin and Mia; uncles/aunts, Steve
Leiter, Vicki Leiter, Paul Leiter, Becky (Steve) Cal-
lison, Joe Leiter, Deb (Greg) Peffer, Juliann (Dave)
McClung, Joanne (Jim) Hulett, and John (Sharon)
Pick; and many great uncles, aunts, cousins, and
friends. Special friends, Kristen, Arica, and Geoff.
Shawn was preceded in death by his grandpar-
ents, John and Sally Pick and Freeman and Muriel
Leiter; uncles, Dan Leiter, Mike Leiter, Mark Pick
and cousin Tim Reynolds. A Memorial Service for
Shawn will be held on Saturday, April 6, 2019 at
12:00 Noon at the Weidman Baptist Church with
-1/,20 ()14 #!5510* 2'3+!1,!4$. %!/!,!4$ &!," ,")
family will be from 11:00 a.m. until time of the ser-
vice at the church. Memorial donations in Shawn’s
memory may be made to the family. Envelopes
will be available at the church. The family has en-
trusted funeral arrangements to Maier Family Fu-
neral Home. 989-644-5000.

www.maierfuneralhome.com

LEITER, SHAWN PATRICK

CMU Communications

In a ceremony punctu-
ated with moments of both
sober reflection and light-
hearted humor, President
Robert O. Davies Tuesday
accepted the official respon-
sibility of serving as Central
Michigan University’s 15th
president.
Faculty and delegates in

their formal academic re-
galia joined students, staff,
alumni and guests from
around the country gath-
ered in Warriner Hall’s
Plachta Auditorium to par-
ticipate in the official inves-
titure ceremony, listening
intently as Davies shared
a bold vision for CMU’s fu-
ture.
The CMUBoard of Trust-

ees appointed Davies presi-
dent in August 2018. He be-
gan his official duties Sept.
1, 2018. The investiture cer-
emony is a long-established
university tradition which
formally invests the author-
ity of office to the new pres-
ident and often serves as a
platform for new leaders to
share their vision for the fu-
ture.
‘Our brand of excellence

is unique and well worth
celebrating’
In his remarks, Davies

emphasized the need for
CMU to own its status as
an integral member of the
American higher education
landscape.
“Our university achieves

incredible successes. We of-
ten simply neglect to recog-
nize our own prominence,”
he said.
He highlighted CMU’s

reputation as a nationally
recognized university.
“We are leaders in educa-

tion and research who are
committed to improving the
world around us. It’s one of
the differentiating factors
that first drewme to CMU,”
he said.
Davies recounted the

university’s long tradition
of innovating and adapting
to meet the needs of stu-
dents, the state ofMichigan

and the world beyond. He
called on every member of
the campus community to
dedicate themselves to am-
bitious ideas and bold ac-
tion to move the university
forward.
“The attitudes and be-

haviors we exhibit today
and every day — the deci-
sions we make today and
every day — set the tone for
Central Michigan Universi-
ty’s next 126 years.”
Before closing his re-

marks, Davies shared his
thoughts on the universi-
ty’s favorite words: Fire Up
Chips!
“They are a clarion call to

action, pushing us to step
beyond our comfort zone
so we can reach our full po-
tential and rise together to
meet challenges head on.”
Presidential pomp and

circumstance
The Symphonic Wind

Ensemble opened the
event with a prelude con-
cert, followed by a grand
processional led by honor-
ary grand marshal Norma
Richardson from the De-
partment of World Lan-
guages and Cultures.
Other dignitaries, cam-

pus and community mem-

bers, and guests who
brought greetings included:
• U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabe-

now.
• U.S. Rep. John Moole-

naar.
• Will Joseph, mayor of

the city of Mount Pleasant.
• Daniel Hurley, CEO,

Michigan Association of
State Universities.
• Bradley Swanson, chair

of the CMU Academic Sen-
ate.
• Jake Hendricks, pres-

ident of the CMU Student
Government Association.
• Joseph Garrison, direc-

tor of CMU’s financial plan-
ning and budgets.
• Thomas Olver, presi-

dent of the CMU national
Alumni Board.
• Saginaw Chippewa In-

dian Tribe Chief Ronald
Ekdahl.
President Davies’ father,

Richard O. Davies, shared
reflections on his son’s ca-
reer progression and lead-
ership style.
“This will be a campus

where the president will
encourage and support fac-
ulty in all that they do, em-
phasizing the importance of
personal interactions with
students in the classroom

and laboratory.
He will encourage fac-

ulty to excel in their re-
search and service endeav-
ors and recognize the im-
portant contributions that
staffmake to support those
educational endeavors,” he
said.
Richard Davies is an

emeritus professor of his-
tory at the University of
Nevada, Reno, where Presi-
dent Davies received his un-
dergraduate degree inman-
agement.
Moving forward together
Tricia Keith, chair of the

CMU Board of Trustees,
was joined by Vice Chairs
Richard Studley and Rob-
ert F. Waldrop II as she for-
mally installed Davies as
president.
“Today, we present you

with the presidential me-
dallion, engraved with the
university seal and the
Latin words sapientia, vir-
tus and amicitia —wisdom,
virtue and friendship — re-
flecting this institution’s
highest and longest-held
values. Dr. Davies, you are
now the custodian of these
values. We are confident
that you will uphold them,”
Keith said.

CMU

Davies: ‘We are more than a university; we are a community’

PHOTO COURTESY OF ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY AT CMU

Central Michigan University President Robert O. Davies at his official investiture ceremony
on Tuesday.

tion that he has asked re-
peated when the topic of
indigent defense comes
before the county commis-
sion: What is meant by in-

digent? He told Spencer-
Noggle during the coun-
ty’s work session that he’s
repeatedly asked that and
has never gotten a satis-
factory answer.
Spencer-Noggle an-

swered as she’s answered
all along, that she wished
she could provide a defi-

nition for him. She said
probably the county
board should come up
with its own definition,
not just what is meant
by indigent but what is
meant by partial indi-
gence.
As to the nuts and bolts

of the program, the public

defender’s office will han-
dle most of the criminal
cases. Currently, Spencer-
Noggle manages a list of
attorneys who are willing
to take cases.
Once the public defend-

er’s office takes criminal
cases, attorneys on the
list will handle juvenile

and probate cases.
The county’s vote to

approve the contract
with the MIDC also drew
praise from the prosecu-
tor’s office.
“While I think our

county was previously
service indigent defen-
dants quite well,” county

prosecutor Dave Bar-
beri said, “this contract
will improve that ser-
vice and hopefully lead
to increased efficiency
and reduced costs in our
courts.”
The county commis-

sion approved the con-
tract unanimously.

Program
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letters was not disclosed,
Paulo is reportedly up-
set that his plea to a sin-
gle count of criminal sex-
ual conduct in the first
degree carries a manda-
tory sentence of 25 years.
At Paulo’s age, that means
he wouldn’t set foot out of
prison until he is 68 years

old.
In the courthouse vesti-

bule after the hearing, Pau-
lo’s wife described it a dif-
ferent way.
“They tell you they’re go-

ing to give you a fair trial,
and then they try to hang
you,” she said.
During the hearing,

Moses acknowledged that
things had soured.
“The relationship be-

tween us at this point is
non-existent,” he said, and

cited as one reason Paulo’s
cellmate who was offer-
ing jailhouse legal advice.
He said that whomever is
named as Paulo’s new at-
torney is likely to face the
same kind of issue. Moses
declined further comment
after the hearing.
Paulo requested Sara

Spencer-Noggle by name,
but Duthie told him that
he could only tell her to ap-
point Paulo a new attorney.
Sara Spencer-Noggle over-

sees the county’s list of at-
torneys willing to take in-
digent defendants. Duthie
told Paulo that it would be
up to her to assign him a
new attorney.
Duthie set a new sen-

tencing date in six weeks,
and a conference date in
two so that they could
hammer out whether the
new attorney plans to with-
draw Paulo’s guilty plea.
Reimers also declined

comment other than to say

that originally they’d of-
fered him the choice of ei-
ther taking the plea deal he
agreed to or going to trial.
Paulo was originally

charged with six counts of
criminal sexual conduct,
three in the first degree
and three in the second.
He was scheduled to

stand trial Feb. 4 in the
courtroom of Circuit Court
Judge Paul Chamberlain,
but avoided that by ac-
cepting a deal that he plead

guilty to one count crimi-
nal sexual conduct in the
first degree.
He was arrested in Oc-

tober, 2018, after state po-
lice were tipped to a case
of possible abuse by an em-
ployee of the Michigan De-
partment of Health and
Human Services.
During the course of the

investigation, Paulo told
police that he was guilty,
according to the state po-
lice investigation record.

Paulo
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ship Board of Trustees
meeting.
After finding out the re-

sults, the township started
to work with the DEQ to
test the site on a quarterly
basis, according to Town-
ship Manager Mark Stuhl-
dreher. The site now has
shown readings of 2 ppt,

according to Smith.
The township verified

the numbers after seeing
the 2 ppt readings for the
first time, Stuhldreher said.
“We did some confirma-

tion testing after the ini-
tial testing and we saw that
the results were no differ-
ent from the first test,” he
said. “It might have been
even better.”
The township will con-

tinue their quarterly test-
ing for the rest of the year,

meaning the site will be
tested three more times to
ensure that the PFAS levels
continue to stay at an unde-
tectable rate, according to
Stuhldreher.
“The desired result of the

testing has been achieved
because we are below any
detectible thresholds,”
Stuhldreher said. “We did
the first quarterly test ear-
lier this year and we had a
follow-up test in February
to confirm the findings.”

Originally, the township
was paying for the testing
of the site, but the State of
Michigan announced that
they will be paying for the
PFAS testing in several
Michigan communities for
the next year to ensure that
PFAS levels would not rise.
Testing within the town-
ship costs roughly $3,000
per test, according to Stuhl-
dreher.
The DEQ tested water

in 20 locations in Isabella

County, including parts of
Union Township, the City
of Mt. Pleasant and sites
owned by the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe, ac-
cording to the release from
November.
PFAS can be found in

firefighting foams, non-
stick cookware, food wrap-
pers, and other household
objects, according to the
MDEQ.
They are not able break

down in the environment

and can easily move into
water. It also leads to an
increased risk of can-
cer and learning defects
in children, according to
the Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and Disease Reg-
istry.
PFAS concerns gain-

ing statewide attention
stemmed from a contam-
ination in the water sup-
plies in Rockford and Al-
gona Township two years
ago.

PFAS
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Well wishers clad in
maroon-and-gold and
holding signs braved the
chilly Wednesday after-
noon rain to cheer on
the CMU women’s bas-
ketball team as it de-
parted for first-round
NCAA tournament play
at Notre Dame against
Michigan State Univer-

sity.
The Chippewas hope

to recapture a little of
the first that carried
them to the Sweet Six-
teen in 2018 as a number
eight seed taking on the
number nine Spartans.

— Eric Baerren, Morning
Sun

ALMA

CMUwomen’s basketball gets
send off to NCAA tourney

ERIC BAERREN — THE MORNING SUN

Friends and family cheer and send off fellow CMU
women basketball players to the NCAA tournament.

Morning Sun staff reports

Winter is slowing leav-
ing us, but some parts of
flu season are still hanging
on stubbornly.
For the week ending

March 9, cases of that
strain of flu pushed the to-
tal number of cases to sea-
sonal highs.
Regionally, the Michi-

gan Department of Health
and Human Services re-
ported cases of H1N1 were
occurring at a moderate
rate with increases in some
places.
That tracks with most of

the rest of the Lower Pen-
insula.

The rates for the other
cases remained low or
slightly elevated.
The state has also seen a

seasonal high for flu-based
hospitalizations in a sam-
ple catchment area includ-
ing Clinton, Eaton, Ing-
ham, Genesee and Washt-
enaw counties. For that
area during the week end-
ing March 9, there were 60
hospitalizations.
Nationally, flu activity

remains widespread every-
where but Texas, Tennes-
see, Vermont and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. In those
places, f lu activity was
reported as regionally
high.

STATE

Cases of H1N1 flu on the rise in mid-Michigan

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL

There are high rates of flu-based hospitalization regionally.
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By Greg Nelson
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Local residents will
have the opportunity to
find out what lessons have
been learned, and what the
health and economic im-
pacts have been following
the 1970s PBB disaster.
The program will take

place from 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. Friday at St. Louis
City Hall, 300 N. Mill St.
The event will include

an update on PBB health-
related research and a look
at the decades of warn-
ing signs leading up to
1973 when the fire-retar-
dant PBB was mistakenly
mixed with animal feed.
Both products were manu-
factured at the former Vel-
sicol Chemical Co. plant in
St. Louis.
Dr. Michelle Marcus

from the Rollins School
of Public Health at Em-
ory University in Atlanta,
Ga. will be on hand to talk
about the long-term health
effects of PBB exposure
and provide the latest on
her research.
She has been studying

the matter since 2011 when
Emory started maintain-
ing the Michigan PB Reg-
istry.
Since then Marcus and

her team have held sev-
eral community meetings
throughout the state, in-
cluding a number in Gra-
tiot County, taking blood
samples to conduct addi-
tional studies.
In addition to hormone-

related health effects, PBB
exposure has been known
to cause an increase in
breast cancer, miscar-
riages, earlier than nor-
mal pubertal development
and thyroid problems.
It has been discovered

that it can be passed on
to children born years
later who may have been
exposed in their mother’s
womb or through breast-
feeding.
Studies currently being

conduced include a clini-
cal trial with a substance
that may help the body
eliminate PBB, and an epi-
genetic study with fami-
lies of three generations
to determine if exposed fa-
thers can pass on PBB-re-

lated epigenetic marks to
their children and grand-
children.
The meeting will also

include a presentation by
retired Alma College Pro-
fessor Edward Lorenz, a
founding member of the
Pine River Superfund Cit-
izens Task Force,
He will talk about the

lessons learned from the
PBB disaster, that if ap-
plied now, would improve
the handling of present-
day contamination events
such as the Flint water cri-
sis and groundwater being
contaminated by PFAS, a
family of chemicals that
include perfluorooctanis
acid and perfluorooctane
sulfonic acid, which have
been found in 64 munici-
pal water systems around
the state.
The final speaker will

be Dr. Brittany Fremion,
an associate professor of
history at Central Michi-

gan University, who will
discuss the interviews she
has collected so far from
her Michigan PBB Oral
History Project.
Those who attend will

also be given an update
on the presentations all
three speakers made be-
fore state legislators and
policymakers on Thurs-
day.
In addition, the event

will feature a poster dis-
play detailing the after-ef-
fects of the PBB disaster
on farmers and the Vels-
icol plant, the biological
accumulation of contam-
inants in the human body
and a timeline from 1973
to present regarding the
PBB saga.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Program to discuss impacts of PBB
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Jane Keon, a founder of the Pine River Superfund Task
Force and author of the book Tombstone Town: Left for
Dead, Marked with a Tombstone, a Toxic Town Fights Back,
stands with the tombstone marking the contaminated
area. It has since been moved from the site to the St. Louis
Historical Society.

The Associated Press

SIOUXFALLS, S.D. >> Tattoos
on the dismembered body
of a South Dakota woman
found in a river in Mich-
igan’s Upper Peninsula
helped authorities identify
the victim, according to in-
vestigators.
Stephen Falkenberg, 45,

is accused of killing Ta-
mara LaFramboise, 46, in
Yankton, South Dakota,
where they both lived,
and taking her body to
Menominee County, Mich-
igan, where he allegedly
dumped it in the icy Lit-
tle River, not far from his
brother’s house. The vic-
tim’s head, hands and feet
remain missing, Menomi-
nee County Sheriff Kenny
Marks said at a news con-
ference Wednesday.
Authorities urged citi-

zens in the area to keep a

look out for any evidence
in the case.
Two boys walking a dog

spotted the woman’s body
in the river Saturday, ac-
cording to authorities.
An investigator who re-

sponded recalled a nation-
wide law enforcement bul-
letin about a missing per-
son from South Dakota,
which led authorities to
contact officials in Yank-
ton County. The chief assis-
tant prosecuting attorney
inMenominee County, Jef-
frey Rogg, said no charges
would be filed in Michi-
gan at this time. Yankton
County prosecutors have
charged Falkenberg with
second-degreemurder. He
was being held on $1 mil-
lion bond. Falkenberg’s at-
torney, Clint Sargent, said
his client will plead not
guilty during a court ap-
pearance Thursday.

STATE

Officials: Tattoos identify victim
who had been dismembered

Pittsburgh official,
husband charged in
Detroit hotel case
DETROIT >> An elected offi-
cial from Pittsburgh and
her husband have been
charged following an alter-
cation with police in a De-
troit hotel.
The Wayne County pros-

ecutor’s office says 41-year-
old Chelsa Wagner faces
felony resisting police and
misdemeanor disorderly
conduct charges. Her hus-
band, Khari Mosley, is also
charged with disorderly
conduct, as well as mis-
demeanor disturbing the
peace.Wagner is the Allegh-
eny County controller. Wag-
ner was arrested March 6
after hotel officials reported
a disturbance. Security had
asked Mosley to leave after
he was not allowed up to
his room because he didn’t
have his key. Police sayWag-
ner prevented an officer
from removing Mosley and
pushed the officer.

Man chargedwith
manslaughter after
son’s drug overdose
death
PAWPAW>> A southwestern
Michigan man has been
charged with involuntary
manslaughter in connec-
tion with the fatal overdose
of his 16-year-old son.
Michigan State Police say

48-year-old Gary Birkhead
of Bangor was arraigned
in Van Buren County Dis-
trict Court Wednesday on
charges of involuntaryman-
slaughter and child abuse.
Police say Cole Birkhead

died of a drug overdose on
Aug. 13, 2017. Police didn’t
say what drug the teenager
had taken. Prosecutors al-
lege Gary Birkhead know-
ingly allowed his son to use
illicit drugs over two years.

— Compiled by The
Associated Press
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Members First Credit Union Annual Meeting!

Members First Credit Union is holding their

83rd Annual Meeting. Join them for elections,

presentation of the President’s Strategic Impact

Awards, giveaways, cake, and more! The meeting

will be held on April 16, 2019 at 6:30p.m. at the

Barstow-Shipps Wing of the Greater Midland

Community Center located at 2205 S Jefferson

Ave. in Midland, MI. The Board of Directors that

are up for re-election include Robert Cooper,

Robert Lancaster, Kevin Brott, and Sarah Eklove.

The Supervisory Committee members that are

up for re-election include Don Boyer and Robert

Clarke. For more information, call 855.835.6328.

About Members First Credit Union: Members

FirstCreditUnionisafinancialinstitutionestablished

in 1936 that is dedicated to encouraging a better

tomorrow for their members and communities.

Their promise is to be trustworthy, caring, and

enthusiastic to help their members succeed

while minimizing financial stress and maximizing

happiness. At MFCU, it comes naturally to listen

carefully and build relationships in order to not only

find solutions for their members but also provide

support to people in need through volunteering

and community difference projects. Visit mfcu.net

for details.

CHINA GARDEN
An Award Winning Dining

Experience
Owned and operated by NationalAward Winners ...

our menu is full of the best quality and value you can find in
the mid-Michigan area! From homemade soups and appetizers
to traditional favorites and our own original recipes, you’ll find

a variety of flavors to take your taste buds to the Far East.

Dine In or Carry Out
7 Days a Week

Delivery
Available
All Day
Long

2018 Peoples
Choice Winner for

BEST CHINESE
FOOD

for the 16th year
in a row

A Symbol of Excellence in Chinese Cuisine
2328 S. Mission - in the Stadium Mall

Mt. Pleasant • (989) 773-9858

City of Alma
Summary of Commission Minutes

Minutes of a regular meeting of the Alma City Commission held
Tuesday, March 12, 2019, at 6:00 p.m. at the Alma Municipal Building.

Present: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Mott, Piccolo, Pitts & Stahl.
Absent: None.

• Recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
• Approved the revised minutes of the February 26, 2019,

regular meeting.
• Adopted a resolution to discharge a Mortgage for the Housing

Rehabilitation Program Deferred Payment Loan Agreement between
the City of Alma and Patricia Boyer of 923 Pine Avenue.

• Adopted a Resolution of Appreciation for Karl Hagen on his retirement
from the City of Alma.

• Adopted Ordinance #806 to amend the Zoning Map of the City
of Alma as it appears in Section 32-32 of the Ordinances. This
Ordinance is to rezone the property at 601 Woodworth and
119 Hastings, from R-1, Single Family Residential to OS, Office
Services Zoning District, subject to the conditions set forth in the
Conditional Rezoning Agreements.

• Introduced Ordinance #809 to amend the Zoning Map of the City
of Alma as it appears in Section 32-32 of the Ordinances. This
Ordinance is to rezone the property at 313 N. State Street, from
B-1, Central Business District to BMR, Business Multi-Family
Zoning District subject to the conditions set forth in the Conditional
Rezoning Agreement.

• Introduced Ordinance #810 to amend the Zoning Map of the City
of Alma as it appears in Section 32-32 of the Ordinances. This
Ordinance is to rezone the property at 524 N. State Street, from R-1,
Single Family Residential to R-3, Multi-Family Zoning District, subject
to the conditions set forth in the Conditional Rezoning Agreement.

• Approved an Agreement Regarding Athletic Facility Use of the
Euclid Street Baseball Fields between the City of Alma and
the Alma Little League commencing on March 1, 2019 and
ending on August 1, 2019.

• Approved a Lease Agreement between the City of Alma and GYM
247 Fitness, LLC for the rental space in the State Street Plaza,
217 N State St. for a term of three years.

• Approved an Amendment to the Water Service Agreement between
the City of Alma, City of St. Louis and the Gratiot Area Water Authority
to allow for Alma or St. Louis to perform financial activities.

• Approved a resolution authorizing the execution of a Conditional
Rezoning Agreement between the City of Alma and First Church of
Christ, Scientist, property owner, which conditionally rezones the
property located at 601 Woodworth Avenue from R-1, Single Family
Residential District to OS, Office Services Zoning District.

• Approved a resolution authorizing the execution of a Conditional
Rezoning Agreement between the City of Alma and Terry D. &
Judith K. Klein Rev Living Trust, property owner, which conditionally
rezones the property located at 119 Hastings Street from R-1, Single
Family Residential District to OS, Office Services Zoning District.

• Received the reports.
• Approved all payroll and claims.
• Received Commission comments.
• Received Public comments.
• Adjourned the regular meeting at 6:31 p.m.

Sheila Letourneau, City Clerk

MIKE CLIFTON’S
DETAIL SHOP

Complete Detailing
•Hand Wash
•Hand Wax
•Buffing

•Shampoo Interior
•Engine Wash
•Pin Striping

Corner of Isabella & Blanchard
4956 Blanchard Rd. (Old 27) • Shepherd, MI 48883

(989) 828-6943
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