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At the start of business hours
Wednesday, Ian Elliott was sched-
uled to appear Thursday in the Is-
abella County courtroom of Chief
Judge Eric Janes to face a sec-
ond woman accusing him of sex-
ual abuse. By the close of business
hours, according to the office of
the Michigan attorney general,
he’d waived his right to that exam.
Elliott, a former CMU student

who faced sexual assault charges
last year only to have them
dropped by the county and picked
back up by the attorney general,
is now in the terminal phase of
legal proceedings at the trial
court level. Under normal cir-
cumstances, the exam he waived
Thursday — at least according to
the office of the Michigan attor-
ney general — would have been
his defense attorney Joe Barberi’s
first chance to examine the ac-
cusation brought against him by
a woman referred to as Witness
10. Under these circumstances, it
would have been his second.

ISABELLACOUNTY

Elliott defense
waives pre-
exam in second
accuser case

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@medianewsgroup.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

Union Township received state
grant funding for reimbursement
for the upkeep and improvement
of their sewer system. The State of
Michigan, specifically the Michi-
gan Department of Environmen-
tal Quality (DEQ), set up an as-
set management program formu-
nicipal sewer systems called the
Stormwater, Asset Management
and Wastewater (SAW) Program
in 2013, according toUnion Town-
ship Manager Mark Stuhldreher.
The state allocated a total of

$450 million to assist in imple-
menting new technologies, storm-
water plans and project plans, in
addition to the assetmanagement,
according to the State of Michi-
gan website.
“The objective is to have the

municipal’s sewer system’s in-
frastructure be monitored, un-
derstanding when things would
need to be repaired or main-

UNIONTWP.

Union receives
$326,000
grant for sewer
system upkeep
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David Gimmey bottles some of Shepherd’s famous maple syrup at the Shepherd Sugar Bush building in Shepherd on Thursday. The year’s
first harvest was slow due to weather, but the company was able to produce 720gallons so far.

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@medianewsgroup.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

February’s weather patterns
have led to a late start to this
year’s maple syrup harvest, but
enough will be ready for Maple
Syrup Weekend.
The Shepherd Sugar Bush

will be showing their maple
syrup processes at their head-
quarters, located at 415 N. 3rd
St. in Shepherd, between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturday
and Sunday. This event will of-
fer tours of the Sugar Bush’s fa-
cilities and samples of several
maple treats, including candies,
ice cream and more for the at-
tendees.
The first harvest of maple

syrup for the Shepherd Sugar
Bush Company has been a late,
but productive one. So far, the
Sugar Bush has boiled around

720 gallons of maple syrup, ac-
cording to Shepherd Sugar Bush
President and volunteer Ron
Rhynard. Around this time last
year, they had about somewhere
between 1,200 to 1,500 gallons
of syrup made up.
Last year, the Shepherd Sugar

Bush started the boiling process
for maple syrup in mid-Febru-
rary, according to Rhynard.
“Everything is starting late

because of the weather,” Rhy-
nard said. “We’ve been pretty
busy since we started, but it was
a late start.”
While this year’s weather al-

lowed for a late start, Rhynard
is confident that the Sugar Bush
will have the weather needed
to produce enough sap to show
off how they make their famous
Shepherd Maple Syrup during
Maple Syrup Weekend.
“We had a record year last

year, which made preparing

easier,” he said. “The weather
played a huge part in that, be-
cause our work is heavily dic-
tated by weather.”
He said that the sap from the

trees run based on the swing
in temperatures, from freez-
ing at night to warming during
the day, Rhynard said. He also
said anywhere from 25 degrees
at night to around 45 degrees
leads to a good flow of sap.
Currently, Shepherd’s trees

have buckets attached to them
to collect the sap that flows
out, according to Rhynard.
The Shepherd Sugar Bush fills
a tank on a truck with what they
have gathered from the trees
and take it to their sap house.
From there they pump the sap
out of the truck, filter it, meter
howmany gallons they received
from the tank.
The sap is put into a tank

and put through a reverse os-

mosis machine where the wa-
ter is taken out from the sap and
moved to another tank, leav-
ing only concentrate, Rhynard
said. Their evaporator brings
the sap to a certain sugar con-
centration, which results in ma-
ple syrup.
Rhynard thinks that this year

won’t have as much of a yield as
last year, based on the predicted
weather patterns and the fact
that last year was a record year.
“Wemade quite a lot of syrup

in the last week or so, but for us
to continue to produce the syrup
the way that we are right now,
we need to have the weather be
warm during the day and have
it freeze at night,” he said. “Into
next week, the lower tempera-
tures at night won’t have the
freezing that need to have it run
at that rate.”
The goal for this year is to
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MAPLE SYRUP SEASON
ON TAP FOR SHEPHERD

ByGregNelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

After a few months off, work is
set to resume at the former Vels-
icol Chemical Co. plant site in St.
Louis next week.
U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency contractor Cascade Ther-
mal is completing the design for
the in-place thermal treatment
system for a three-acre parcel
known as Area 2.
Due to the size, the cleanupwill

be done in two phases, according
to EPA Community Involvement

Coordinator Diane Russel.
“The drilling of the heaters and

extraction wells to remove both
vapor and groundwater will be-
gin the week of March 25,” she
said. “Drilling is expected to take
most of the summer and soil heat-
ing for the first phase is set to be-
gin sometime in October 2019.
“Heating of the soil for the sec-

ond phase is expected to begin in
August 2020 and the project is
expected to be done in October
2021.”
The process requires the soil

to be heated to a temperature of

217 degree Fahrenheit usingmore
that 8,000,000 kilowatt hours
of electricity, which cost about
$125,000 a week for the remedi-
ation of Area 1.
The total estimated cost of the

Area 2 cleanup is $25 million,
which the EPA already has the
funds for, Russell said.
The EPA wrapped up the re-

mediation of the one-acre Area 1
last fall. But Area 2 is three times
larger.
“Area 2 is the former location

of DDT production on the plant

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Workset to resumeat formerVelsicol plant site
Cleanup at
the former
Velsicol
Chemical
site in
St. Louis.
The total
estimated
cost of
the Area 2
cleanup is
$25million.
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A Tribute to Life.
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age 73, of Mt. Pleasant,
passed away Wednes-
day, March 20, 2019
at her home. Funeral
Services for Sharon will
take place at Zion Lu-
theran Church on Cold-
water Road Saturday,
March 23, 2019 at 11
a.m. with Pastor John
76#9 ">,#6186$<) + 35$-
cheon will immediately
follow in the fellowship
hall. The family will
receive friends begin-
ning at 10 a.m. until
the time of the ser-

vice. Memorial contributions may be made to the
family. Envelopes will be available at the church.
Sharon was born July 11, 1945, in Mt. Pleasant,
the daughter of Rance and Helen (Garrett) Thren.
She graduated from Beal City High School. Sharon
loved her grandkids, enjoyed crocheting, reading,
bingo, and going to the casino. She was a member
of Zion Lutheran Church, Coldwater Road and a
&?&/?= "> 04. +5'6361=% :";8 -2(* 6$ .?6!&1$)
Sharon is survived by her husband of 32 years,
Terry Mullin; sons Ken Longeran of Mt. Pleasant
and Jason (Liz) Westrick of New York; 5 grandchil-
dren; 1 great grandchild; brothers Stan Thren of
Weidman, Steve (Joetta) Thren of Kentucky; spe-
cial uncle and aunt Clayton and Carol Garrett of
Mt. Pleasant; in-laws Tom and Darlene Trgina of
St. Louis, Gary and Carrie Ellison of Remus; and
many nieces and nephews. Sharon was preceded
in death by her parents and her sister. You may
view Sharon’s obituary online and send a condo-
lence to the family at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

MULLIN, SHARON ROSE

POTTER (WILMOT), ADA SHATTUCK
86, of Midland, passed on March 19, 2019. Full
obituary may be viewed at www.wswfh.com
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site, and it includes DDT-
laced NAPL (non-aqueous
phase liquid) at 99 feet be-
low ground surface,” Pine
River Superfund Citizens
Task Force Secretary Jane
Keon said.
Area 1 had just more

than 200 wells, while Area
2 will need up to 700 wells

drilled for the treatment,
she added.
While nearly 30 tons of

contaminated soil was re-
moved from Area 1, about
100,000 tons is set to be re-
moved from Area 2 in 2021.
The EPA must still re-

quest funding for that por-
tion of the work, Russell
said.
Once Area 2 is complete

the agency will turn its at-
tention to what is known as
the “Velsicol Burn Pit” near

Hidden Oaks Golf Course
across the Pine River west
of the plant site.
The approximately six-

acre parcel was used by
Velsicol to incinerate vari-
ous contaminates from the
plant a number of years ago.
The EPA is negotiating a

right-of-waywith a property
owner in the area to install
an access road to the site.
The same type of in-place

thermal treatment system
used at on the plant prop-

erty will be used to cleanup
the Burn Pit.
However, due to the

amount of electricity that
will be used in the Area 2
remediation, work will not
begin until at least late 2021,
Russell said.
Also, funding still must

be secured, she added.
The EPA is continuing

to work with the city of St.
Louis on the construction
of another drinking water
well to improve the capac-

ity and reliability of the Gra-
tiot Area Water Authority.
The city has long range

plans to develop the for-
mer plant site as a park. It
includes using 21 acres for
soccer fields and basketball
courts, five acres for an am-
phitheater and nine acres
for generic park use.
It also hopes to install

three fishing platforms, a
boat launch and educational
center.
In addition, the city is in-

terested in acquiring nearby
property so the park could
be connected via a walkway
to the downtown area.
However, because the

cleanup is expected to take
a number of years to com-
plete, no funds have yet
been set aside to implement
those plans.
TheEPA expects to sched-

ule a meeting sometime in
May to update the public on
the progress being made at
the 52-acre plant site.
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The first was during a
hearing last month to de-
termine whether Witness
10’s testimony was credible
enough and relevant enough
to let it be entered as an ex-
hibit in the case brought
by the state against Elliott
over this first accuser, Ra-
chel Wilson. Witness 10 was
one of three women whose
testimony Assistant Attor-
ney General Brian Kolodziej
sought to add to the case. She
is thus referred because that

is how the state referred to
her in its filings, and because
unlike Wilson she had pre-
viously indicated being un-
comfortable being publicly
named.
Witness 10 was the only

one whose testimony Janes
allowed into the record. The
office of the state attorney
general later decided that
not only were her accusa-
tions credible enough to use
against him in the case itwas
pressing against him over
Wilson, but that they were
credible enough to bringnew
charges.
Through Barberi, Elliott

declined a second opportu-

nity to examine Witness 10’s
story and question her cred-
ibility. They will have one
more opportunity to do that,
but that’s if themattermakes
it to trial. There is no trial
date on the court calendar,
and only a settlement con-
ference and a pre-trial hear-
ing. Elliott was originally ac-
cused by the county prosecu-
tor of two counts of criminal
sexual conduct in the third
degree and assault with in-
tent to commit criminal sex-
ual conduct. Those charges
were bound over last year
and headed to trial when in-
terim county prosecutor Bob
Holmes informed Barberi

that he was dropping the
charges.
The matter was thought

dead until CMU’s student
newspaper, CM Life, pub-
lished a victiim’s account of
thematter from the perspec-
tive ofRachelWilson,Elliott’s
accuser. Less than a month
later, the office of the attor-
ney general announced it
was refiling charges. A visit-
ing judge ruled that the state
had to bring its own charges
in December, and the attor-
ney general filednewcharges
against Elliott shortly before
Christmas. Barberi did not
return phone calls seeking
comment for this article.
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make 1,500 gallons, but
the yield from last year’s
harvest could sustain the
syrup supply for the rest of
the year if they fall below
that goal, Rhynard said.
“To get as much as we

did last year, we would
have to have freezing tem-
peratures going into April,”
he said.
“Nobody wants that, but

it’s good for sap.”
Shepherd Sugar Bush has

been participating inMaple
Syrup Weekend for the last
seven to eight years.
The company will be cel-

ebrating this weekend be-

cause this weekend was
designated for the south-
ern Lower Peninsula by the
Michigan Maple Syrup As-
sociation, who oversees the
Maple Syrup Weekend.
“They split it up into

three weekends based on
the climate patterns in the
different parts of Michi-
gan,” said Rhynard.
“US-10 is determined

to be the border between
the southern and northern
parts of the Lower Penin-
sula.”
The other two parts of

the state, those being the
Northern Lower Peninsula
and the Upper Peninsula,
will have their own Maple
Syrup weekends next week
and the week after that, re-
spectively.

Syrup
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tained so it could be done
in a timely manner,” Stuhl-
dreher said. Union Town-
ship applied for the grant
in 2014, said Union Town-
ship Public Services Direc-
tor Kim Smith at theMarch
13Union Township Board of
Trustees meeting.
The townshipwas named

eligible to receive grant

funding from the SAW
grant a few months ago,
which prompted the town-
ship to ask for reimburse-
ment for projects related to
the upkeep of their sewer
system. The township re-
ceived $326,000 in reim-
bursement funding from
the SAW program on Feb.
28, Smith said at the March
13 meeting. The money will
be paying back for proj-
ects that involved cleaning
and maintaining the sewer
systems within the town-

ship, as well as technolog-
ical upgrades for monitor-
ing and creating data from
the sewer system, Stuhldre-
her said.
Themajority of themoney

went towards projects that
involved the cleaning and
maintenance of the sewer
system. “The grant was ap-
proved when we applied in
2014, but the funding was
done via lottery through the
state of Michigan,” Smith
said. “The township was,
unfortunately, pretty low on

the lottery when they pulled
the name out of the hat, es-
sentially.” The townshipwill
have one more payment re-
quest from the program, but
that will be after the town-
ship’s sewer system’s clean-
ing and televising project
will be done for this year,
Smith said. The DEQ sends
out the grant funding in in-
crements, Stuhldreher said.
The grants are given out in
five “rounds” throughout
the year, according to the
DEQ website.

Grant
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Montcalm sheriff ’s of-
ficials are seeking tips on
a pickup truck that hit an
11-year-old boy walking to
his bus stop near Howard
City and fled Wednesday
morning.
The boy was only slightly

injured and continued to
school after the truck - be-
lieved to be a Ford F150 or
similar vehicle - struck him
onMaple Hill Road north of
Lake Montcalm Road about
6:30 a.m., officials said in a
press release.
“The investigation has

revealed that an 11-year-old
was walking south bound
along the right side road
edge in the grass on Maple
Hill Road headed to the bus
stop,” said SheriffMikeWil-
liams.
“As the 11-year-old and his

brother walked, the 11-year-
old was struck by a south-
bound vehicle. The vehicle
continued on Maple Hill
road and made a left turn
onto LakeMontcalm Road.”
Williams said the boys

continued to school and
sheriff’s officials were called

after Tri County Schools
learned of the incident.
Vehicle parts were found

at the scene. The vehicle is
believed to be a 2007 to 2014
Ford F150 or similar vehicle.
The color of the vehicle

is unknown as witnesses
stated it was dark at the
time of the crash.

The boy sustained mi-
nor injuries and his family
was tending to his medical
needs.
Anyone with informa-

tion regarding this crash is
asked to contact the Sher-
iff ’s Office at 989-831-7590
or call the tip line at 989-
831-7593.

MONTCALMCOUNTY

Sheriff officials seek truck that hit boy

MAP COURTESY OF GOOGLE MAPS

The local boy was hit on Maple Hill Road, north of Lake
Montcalm Road while heading to the bus stop.

By John Flesher
The Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY >> The
Great Lakes region is
warming faster than the
rest of the U.S., a trend
likely to bring more ex-
treme storms while also
degrading water qual-
ity, worsening erosion
and posing tougher chal-
lenges for farming, scien-
tists reported Thursday.
The annual mean air

temperature in the re-
gion, which includes por-
tions of the U.S. Midwest
, Northeast and southern
Canada, rose 1.6 degrees
(-16.9 Celsius) from 1901-
60 and 1985-2016, accord-
ing to the report commis-
sioned by the Chicago-

based Environmental
Law & Policy Center.
During the same peri-

ods, the mean tempera-
ture for the remainder of
the contiguous U.S. rose
1.2 degrees (-17.1 Celsius).
Warming is expected

to continue this century,
with rates depending on
the volume of heat-trap-
ping gases such as carbon
dioxide and methane that
humans pump into the at-
mosphere.
As the air warms, it

will hold more moisture,
which likely will mean
heavier winter snow-
storms and spring rains
— with more flooding in
vulnerable areas.
Yet summers will be

hotter and drier.

STATE

Great Lakes feeling effects
of rapid climate warming

NOAA VIA AP

This satellite photo shows the Great Lakes in various
degrees of snow and ice.

By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING >> Michigan is
among five states where Re-
publicans retained control of
the state House even though
Democratic candidates won
more votes statewide last fall,
according to an Associated
Press analysis.
TheHouse districts showed

the fourth-highest GOP ad-
vantage among all states,
trailing Wisconsin, South Da-
kota and Florida.
The AP used a statistical

method of calculating par-
tisan tilt, the so-called “effi-
ciency gap,” that is designed
to flag cases of potential po-
litical gerrymandering.
The examination also re-

vealed that while Democrats
flipped twoMichigan congres-
sional seats in 2018, it could

have been three if not for the
structural advantage enjoyed
by Republicans, who drew
the state legislative and con-
gressionalmaps following the
2010 census.
Democrats had a good

2018, winning the governor’s
race and all other statewide
offices while making gains
in the Legislature, which re-
mains under GOP control.
But the efficiency gap anal-

ysis, which assumes that a
party increases its seat share
by 2 percentage points for
each 1 percentage point gain
in its statewide vote share,
showed that Republicanswon
nearly 12 more state House
districts thanwouldhavebeen
expected based on their por-
tion of the vote — more than
enough to keep the majority.
GOP candidates received

46 percent of the two-party

vote compared to Democrats’
54 percent, yet the GOP won
a 58-52 seat advantage over
Democrats.
The efficiency gap grew

for the state House map from
2016 to 2018 andnarrowed for
the congressional seats.
The formula does not nec-

essarily prove political she-
nanigans, because partisan
advantages also can arise nat-
urally based on where Demo-
cratic and Republican voters
choose to live.
But Michigan Democrats

have pointed to efficiency
gaps in a lawsuit challenging
the constitutionality of the
congressional and legislative
maps, which they contend are
the most pro-Republican par-
tisan gerrymanders in mod-
ern state history. A federal
court panel held a trial in Feb-
ruary and has not yet ruled.

STATE

Michigan 1 of 5 states where GOP kept control despite losing

| OBITUARIES | MORNING SUN FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 20192 A



 

Lakeview Area News 
Thursday, March 28, 2019 

 



Clinton County News 
Sunday, March 31, 2019 

Page 1 of 2



 

 

Page 2 of 2



4/8/2019 MMDHD: Get vaccinated against measles | Gratiot County Herald

gcherald.com/mmdhd-get-vaccinated-against-measles/2019/04/03/ 1/1

MMDHD: Get vaccinated against measles
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By Leslie Kinnee
 Mid-Michigan District Health Department

 Southeast Michigan is currently experiencing a measles outbreak with 29 cases in Oakland County and one case
in Wayne County. Infected individuals range in age from 1 to 63. While there are currently no cases in Clinton,
Gratiot or Montcalm Counties, the Mid-Michigan District Health Department is urging residents to make sure
they are up-to-date on their vaccinations to help prevent further spread of the disease.

 Measles is a highly contagious, vaccine-preventable disease that can have lifelong health complications. Measles
is spread by direct person-to-person contact and through the air when an infected person breathes, coughs or
sneezes. The virus can live up to two hours in the air where an infected person was present. It is so contagious
that if one person has it, up to 90% of the people close to that person will also get the disease unless they are
vaccinated or immune. A person is considered immune if they have had the disease, been vaccinated or born
before 1957.

 Symptoms of measles usually appear 7 to 14 days after exposure and can include:
 High fever

 Cough
 Runny nose

 Red, watery eyes
 Tiny white spots on the inner cheeks, gums and roof of the mouth

 A red rash that starts on the face and moves down the body

Infected individuals are contagious from four days before the rash appears until four to five days after the rash
appears.

 Those at highest risk for severe illness and complications from measles include:
 Infants and children younger than 5 years

 Adults 20 years and over
 Pregnant women

 Those with compromised immune systems

Vaccination is the best defense against measles. One dose of the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine is
approximately 95% effective at preventing measles and two doses are approximately 97% effective. In those rare
instances when a vaccinated individual gets the disease, they will experience much milder symptoms and will be
much less likely to spread the disease.

 The MMR vaccine requires two doses. The first should be given to children between 12 and 15 months of age
with a second dose given between ages 4 and 6 years. Infants 6 to 11 months old are recommended to receive a
dose of MMR prior to traveling internationally. The vaccine is effective within 72 hours of exposure to prevent
illness. You cannot get measles from the vaccine.

 The measles vaccine is available at all three branches of the Mid-Michigan District Health Department. Call the
branch nearest you to make an appointment:

 Clinton County: 989-224-2195
 Gratiot County: 989-875-3681
 Montcalm County: 989-831-5237

The vaccine is also available at most pharmacies and your doctor’s office.
 If you believe you may have been exposed to measles, contact your doctor by phone and limit contact with

others until you find out if you are contagious.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/mmdhd-get-vaccinated-against-measles/2019/04/03/feed/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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JIM LOWER

RICK OUTMAN

Plan to take up E. coli Issue in Riverdale

By Rosemary Horvath
 Herald Staff Writer

 District 33 State Senator Rick Outman, R-Six Lakes, isn’t one to promote “legislation for legislation sake,” he
claimed when asked about regulating failing septic systems.

 Now as chairman of the Senate Committee on Environmental Quality, he sees his opportunity to come up with
reasonable and affordable solutions to address the problem.
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His first step has been talking with septic installers like himself to consider how they see the problem and
remedies.

 “They are the boots on the ground,” he described of the fraternity in a recent phone interview.
 As owner of a multi-generational excavating business based in Six Lakes, Outman described legislation

introduced in 2017 by Rep. Jim Lower, R-Cedar Lake, as falling short of a resolution.
 However, if this new legislative session Outman intends to pool resources and work with Rep. Lower in getting

both chambers onboard.
 Lower chairs the House Local Government Committee.

 Meanwhile, Outman also intends to “look for funding to address the E. coli issue in Riverdale,” he said.
 Water samples from the Pine River in Seville Township, primarily the Riverdale area, show a high level of E.

coli bacteria. Michigan Department of Environmental Quality has determined a source is human and has ordered
the township to take action. This indicates some households may not have septic systems at all, while others who
do, have failing systems.

 Outman noted that the Beal City area in Isabella County and Nevins Lake in Montcalm County, among others,
have received state funding for installing municipal systems.

Health Department
 According to statistics from the Mid Michigan District Health Department, up to 85 percent of Montcalm

County’s Flat River, Gratiot County’s Pine River and Clinton County’s Maple River have exceeded the U.S.
Environmental Protect Agency’s E. coli standards for contact with water.

 During 2017, the health department considered amending existing Environmental Health Regulations by
strengthening the permitting process for septic systems.

 During 2017, the health department considered amending existing Environmental Health Regulations by
strengthening the permitting process for septic systems.

 However, residents in rural areas protested the likelihood of being forced into replacing leaking septics and/or
drain fields at their own expense.

 The Board of Health eventually allowed the issue to drop while the department investigated other solutions.
 Last month, Health Officer Marcus Cheatham acknowledged the agency’s current environmental health

regulations are not solving the water quality problem.
 The agency recommended to the Board of Health creation of a full-time Environmental Health Specialist to

coordinate a water quality program. Not only would this position assist with septic system management, but
would also seek financial assistance resources for households with failing systems or none at all.

 There are an estimated 4,000 households within the Gratiot, Montcalm and Clinton county health department
district that cannot afford new systems, Cheatham said.

 A specialist would also focus on land applications of septage waste and concentrated animal feeding operations.
 Cheatham will meet with the three county administrators to review details and, in turn, review the proposal with

their respective boards of commissioners. Funding would be included in the annual county allocations for health
department services.

 “We would not be targeting individuals but targeting areas,” Cheatham told the Board of Health at the March 27
meeting at the health department site in Ithaca.

 He told the Herald the environmental health professional would have a bachelor’s degree and certification.
 Gratiot County Chairman George Bailey who was elected last month as Board of Health chairman agreed the

proposed plan is a good one. “Marcus has laid out a good plan and we need to move forward with this. We owe
it to the communities to move forward.”

 At the same time, Cheatham and Board of Health Clinton County Commissioner Dwight Washington have been
appointed as members of a newly formed workgroup that will review a statewide sanitary code. The Michigan
Association for Local Public Health Board of Directors created the workgroup to look at basic principles and the
illicit discharge program.

 Michigan is the only state in the nation without a statewide sanitary code. This status permits counties to set
their own standards and fees.
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By Jennifer Morse, M.D.
 Mid-Michigan District Health Department

 The use of wood stoves as a heating alternative has been increasing over the past several decades, mainly in
response to increasing fuel costs. The use of wood and pellets for home heating increased by 34% from 2000 to
2010, while the use of oil and propane declined.

  Smoke from burning wood is made up of a complex mixture of gases and fine particles. Fine particles, also
called particle pollution, particulate matter (PM), or fine particulate matter (PM2.5), are the most harmful part of
smoke. The number 2.5 refers to particles that are no bigger than 2.5 microns (µm). To get an idea of how small
this is, it would take 20 particles that are 2.5 µm to fit across the width of a strand of hair.

 There has been extensive research on the effects of fine particulate matter and adverse health effects. Infants,
children, elderly, and those with pre-existing heart or lung conditions are typically most severely affected. Some
of the effects include:

 • irritated eyes, throat, sinuses, and lungs • headaches • reduced lung function, especially in children • lung
inflammation or swelling • increased risk of lower respiratory diseases • more severe or frequent symptoms from
existing lung diseases (such as asthma, emphysema, pneumonia, and bronchitis) • risk of heart attack and stroke
• chronic lung disease, including bronchitis and emphysema • chemical and structural changes in lungs • cancer •
premature death.

 Due to the health risks of wood smoke, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been gradually phasing
in wood stove standards since 1988. Some states have chosen to enforce more strict standards.

 In 1988, Phase I regulations were initiated, in which all stoves manufactured from that point forward could only
emit 8.5 grams of particles per hour or less.

 In 1990, Phase II began, in which the limit was lowered to 7.5 gm/hr. To encourage use of these newer stoves,
the IRS began to offer a tax credit to consumers who purchase EPA-approved models from 2011 to 2016.

 Manufacturers continued improving their designs and many stoves had emissions at or below 4.5 gm/hr.
 In 2015, Phase III performance standard for residential wood heaters lowered emission limit to 4.5 gm/hr. for all

new stoves.
 Phase IV is set to go into effect May, 2020 and will lower limits to 2 to 2.5 gm/hr., depending on the

measurement method.
 Michigan residents do not necessarily have to follow these standards. The Natural Resources and Environmental

Protection Act (Excerpt) Act 451 of 1994, 324.5514, Sec. 5514, which was introduced into the Michigan Senate
and passed in anticipation to Phase III, states:

 (1) The department of environmental quality shall not do any of the following: (a) Promulgate a rule limiting
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emissions from wood heaters. (b) Enforce against a manufacturer, distributor, or consumer a federal regulation
limiting emissions from wood heaters and adopted after May 1, 2014.

 The State of Michigan does not enforce the rules set forth by EPA for wood burners or stoves for residential use.
 Many communities have enacted local ordinances, primarily pertaining to outdoor wood boilers. Outdoor wood

boilers create a lot of smoke that is released low to the ground and have caused a great deal of resident
complaints.
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NATIONBRIEF
Judge: County can’t
ban unvaxed children
from schools, parks
Ten days after a New

York county banned un-
vaccinated children from
public places in an effort
to stem the rise of measles
cases, a state judge put the
injunction on hold.
“Children are hereby per-

mitted to return to their re-
spective schools forthwith
and otherwise to assemble
in public places,” Judge Rolf
Thorsen wrote in his Friday
decision.
The controversial ban,

announced by a spokesman
for Rockland County Exec-
utive Ed Day, was an effort
to address an outbreak in
Rockland County, where 167
confirmed cases of measles
had been reported as of Fri-
day. Officials in the county
had imposed the ban after
declaring a state of emer-
gency for 30 days.

—The Washington Post

ByHeather Long
The Washington Post

As President Donald
Trump threatened to shut
down the
U. S . -Mex-
ico border
in recent
days, his
Department
of Home-
land Secu-
rity nearly
doubled the
number of
temporary guest worker vi-
sas available this summer.
DHS and the Labor De-

partment plan to grant an
additional 30,000 H-2B vi-
sas this summer on top of
the 33,000 H-2B visas they

had planned to give out,
the agencies confirmed.
The H-2B visa is for for-

eign workers to come to the
United States and work for
several months at a com-
pany such as a landscaper,
amusement park or hotel.
About 80 percent of these
visas went to people from
Mexico and Central Amer-
ica last year, government
data show.
Trump says there is a

national emergency at the
southern border because
too many people are try-
ing to come to the United
States. On Friday, he im-
plored migrants to turn
around and go home.
“We can’t take you any-

more,” Trump said Fri-

day while standing at the
border in California. “Our
country is full.”
But his administration is

giving a different message
to some short-term work-
ers. With the additional vi-
sas, the Trump adminis-
tration is on track to grant
96,000 H-2B visas this fis-
cal year, the most since
2007, whenGeorgeW. Bush
was president.
“It’s ironic that Trump

is demagoguing and rail-
ing against a so-called
dangerous and scary flood
of migrants and caravans
from Mexico and Central
America, and even threat-
ening to shut down the
border, while at the same
time using his legal author-
ity to grow a guest worker
program by nearly 50 per-
cent,” said Daniel Costa, di-
rector of immigration law

and policy research at the
left-leaning Economic Pol-
icy Institute.
A major theme of

Trump’s presidential cam-
paign was that foreign
workers were stealing U.S.
jobs, but lately he has said
it might be necessary to
bring in more guest work-
ers because the economy is
doing so well that compa-
nies can’t find enough peo-
ple to fill jobs. The unem-
ployment rate, at 3.8 per-
cent, is near a 50-year low.
There is bipartisan sup-

port in Congress pushing
the administration tomake
this move. A group of sen-
ators, including Susan Col-
lins, R-Maine, and Amy
Klobuchar, D-Minn., sent a
letter to the Trump admin-
istration urging them to let
inmoreH-2Bworkers. DHS
made the decision to in-

crease the visas offered at
the end of March and is ex-
pected to publish details in
the Federal Register soon.
The H-2B program is

supposed to grant 66,000
visas a year with about half
for the winter months and
half for the summer, but
Congress gave the Trump
administration the author-
ity issue another 69,000
this fiscal year. DHS ul-
timately decided to issue
the extra 30,000 to people
who have held H-2B visas
before.
There is such a flood of

applications for these visas
that they are all typically
gone within minutes of the
application process open-
ing up. Trump’s own ho-
tels have used H-2B work-
ers. Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
Club in Florida applied for
78 of these visas last year.

NATION

U.S. H-2B guest visa program nearly doubles
Trump administration ups program
bringing many Mexican workers

Trump

This date coincides with the
anniversary date of SPC.
Friese’ ultimate sacrifice to
this great Nation.

8th Annual Veterans Freedom Park
5K Freedom Run/Walk

In memory of SPC Robert Friese
and all who have given the ultimate sacrifice

200 W. Main Street
Harrison Michigan 48625
Veterans Freedom Park

(across from courthouse at the corner of Broad & Main)

Saturday,
April 27th, 2019

Race Starts at 10:00am

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Your involvement will help highlight the importance of recognizing our veterans for
all they sacrifice to serve our country. Monetary levels of sponsorship are available

or you can donate items for the runners bags. Please contact Karl Hauser at
989-539-3273 or hauserk@clareco.net for more information.

All Proceeds will go to Veterans Freedom Park
$25.00 per Registrant until April 19th, 2019/ T-shirt included.

After April 19 the fee is $30.00 per Registrant with no guaranteed T-shirt.
http://www.veteransfreedompark.com/events/freedom-5k/ and click registration.

This will be an official timed 3.1 mile run

Please join us as we

CONGRATULATE
Cheryl Gaudard
on her retirement!

Wednesday, April 10th

from 3:00pm-5:00pm

Refreshments will be served!

Congratulations Cheryl!

102 S. Main Street
Mt. Pleasant

(248) 886-4991 *Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good at initial presentation only.
$1500 off installed shower system. Financing available for qualified buyers only and based on a
purchase price of $8625 with $500 cash deposit and financed for 120mos @ 6.99% APR with $1500
discount included in purchase priceWWW.NEWBATHTODAY.COM

SET-UP YOUR FREE DESIGN-CONSULTATION TODAY!
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