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CHICAGO – When a woman posing as a maternity-ward nurse
snatched a newborn from its mother’s arms more than 55 years ago, the
case made headlines nationwide and led to a massive search by FBI
agents and police.

The mystery seemed solved two years later, when police found an
abandoned child who appeared to be the missing boy and returned him to
the parents, who raised him as their own. But 47 years later, DNA tests
showed that he was not related.

Now recent media reports say a man living in rural Michigan may be
the child of Chester and Dora Fronczak who was abducted on April 26,
1964, from a Chicago hospital.

An FBI statement issued this week confirmed that the investigation
remains open and agents continue to pursue leads. But the statement
stopped short of confirming the reports – first by Las Vegas television
station KLAS and then by Chicago’s WGN-TV.

The stations did not name the man or say where he lived in Michigan.
And they did not elaborate about how he was identified as the kidnapped
child, including whether DNA testing played a role.

“We can tell you the adult Paul Fronczak is living in Michigan and has
been made aware of his real identity,” a Dec. 12 report on KLAS said.

Report: Mich. man
may be 1964 abductee 

Paul Fronczak spends time with his daughter Emma in Henderson, Nev., on July 8, 2018. A woman snatched a newborn
from his mother’s arms in 1964, but police found an abandoned child who appeared to be the missing boy. But 47 years
after he came home, DNA tests showed that he was not related. MARCUS VILLAGRAN/LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL VIA AP

See KIDNAPPING, Page 4A

Find more inside
Key dates in the 1964 ab-
duction of Paul Joseph
Fronczak. 4A

Boy returned to family 2 years later
was excluded by DNA test in 2013
Michael Tarm ASSOCIATED PRESS

This April 26, 1964 file photo
shows newborn Paul Joseph
Fronczak shortly after his
birth at Michael Reese
Hospital in Chicago. AP FILE

GRAND LEDGE – The Michigan Na-
tional Guard will start testing well wa-
ter around its Grand Ledge facility for
PFAS to rule out any risk of contamina-
tion.

Early water testing at the Grand
Ledge facility did not find per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances, known as
PFAS, in groundwater wells along West
Eaton Highway. The guard wants to
screen neighboring wells to confirm
those results.

“We don’t have a real reason to be
super concerned,” said Jonathan Ed-
gerly, an environmental manager with
the Michigan Army National Guard,
adding the guard doesn’t have enough
data to say no risk exists.

The National Guard will sample 14
wells south of the Grand Ledge facility.
Edgerly said testing could start in Jan-
uary if contractors get access to those
properties.

“We are trying to move as fast as
possible,” Edgerly said. A retention
pond on the site had PFO concentra-
tion at 141 parts per trillion, more than
twice the limit required for cleanup.
Water from the pond goes into the
Reed Drain, a large drainage ditch that
runs behind the National Guard facil-
ity.

One shallow groundwater well had
a combined total of 113 parts per trillion
of PFAS. 

If classes of PFAS exceed 70 parts
per trillion, the state requires cleanup.

Groundwater well tests at the
southern edge of the facility did not
detect PFAS. Groundwater flows
southwest away from the facility.

“At this point, we don’t have evi-
dence of PFAS leaving the site,” Edger-
ly said.

The Michigan Department of Envi-
ronment, Great Lakes, and Energy
tested Grand Ledge’s municipal water
supply and no PFAS was found in the
drinking water.

The guard’s Grand Ledge facility
drew the state’s attention because the
historic storage and possible use of
aqueous film-forming foam.

The facility housed a firefighting
unit during the 1980s until it was dis-
banded in the 1990s. Records showed
the aqueous film-forming foam was
stored at the facility and possibly used
for training.

National
Guard to
test Grand
Ledge wells 
Pond, well on-site had
high levels of PFAS

Craig Lyons Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See WELLS, Page 4A
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James Crowley, manager of the environmental res-
toration program with the Michigan National Guard,
said the investigation into PFAS at the site is still in the
early stages.

To get better data on PFAS in the groundwater, the
guard tried to drill deeper on site but mechanical fail-
ures forced it to find another option. Crowley said the
guard decided to test neighboring well systems.

“That’s the quickest way to get the information,”
Crowley said.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-377-1047 or
calyons@lsj.com. 

Wells
Continued from Page 1A

The Michigan National Guard’s Grand Ledge
Aviation Readiness Center pictured on Nov. 13.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Lawyers with the Michigan Attorney General’s
Office argued both sides of an issue before the
Michigan Supreme Court on the constitutionality of
“adopt and amend” procedures. That information
was incorrect in a story on page 3A of Friday’s edi-
tion.

CORRECTION

WGN went further in a report this week, saying it
had spoken to the man.

The man, who asked not to be identified, became
aware several months ago of evidence pointing to him
and was trying to come to terms with the revelations,
WGN reported.

In 1966, a boy was found abandoned in New Jersey,
and law enforcement officials said at the time that he
had ears shaped like those of the baby kidnapped in
Chicago. The Fronczaks believed him to be their long-
lost child.

“That’s my baby. It’s Paul,” the mother was quoted
as saying at the time.

But in another cruel twist for the family, genetic
tests that were not available in the 1960s revealed in
2013 that it was not him.

If the recent reports are accurate, questions would
quickly arise about whether the people who raised the
man knew he had been kidnapped or were themselves
involved in the abduction. It’s unclear if anyone could
still be subject to criminal charges.

Messages left at a telephone number Thursday for a
Dora Fronczak in suburban Chicago were not returned.
Messages for a Paul Fronczak in Nevada also were not
returned.

“I’d like to know who I am, my birthday, how old I
am? But more important: Is the real baby alive and still
out there,” Paul Fronczak said in 2014, according to
WGN.

After the DNA test indicated the person she thought
was her son was not him, Dora Franczak still seemed
haunted by the abduction and by the prospect of expe-
riencing the anguish all over again.

“We went through this once, and we certainly don’t
want to go through this again,” she said in a 2013 in-
terview with the Chicago Sun-Times.

What happened was a parent’s worst nightmare.
The kidnapper took the baby from his mother, tell-

ing her the newborn had to be returned to the nursery
for an examination. That was the last time Dora Fronc-
zak saw the child. The woman dressed in white never
came back.

Fronczak, who was 28, had a stillborn son only the
year before, her husband told reporters at the time.

The kidnapper fled the hospital with the baby in her
arms and wrapped in a receiving blanket, police said,
citing witnesses. She then got in a taxi bound for the
southwest side of Chicago.

A week later, the FBI distributed an artist’s rendi-
tion of the suspect, who newspapers referred to as “the
mystery woman.” Witnesses described her as around
40, standing 5-foot-4 with a ruddy complexion and
black, graying hair.

At least one nurse who bore a resemblance was de-
tained, then released after an hour of questioning.

More than 200 police officers, some with the 
drawing and a photo of the baby, went door to door in
neighborhoods near where the taxi dropped the kid-
napper off. The postmaster general even enlisted
175,000 mail carriers nationwide to help, asking 
them to report anything suspicious, including some-
one on their route suddenly having an unexplained 
baby.

The kidnapped boy’s father, who worked as a ma-
chinist, told reporters his wife was so distraught that
she had been sedated.

Chester Fronczak also issued a plea to the kid-
napper to return the baby and, if she didn’t do so im-
mediately, to at least care for the child. At the father’s
behest, newspapers even ran a recipe for a baby for-
mula with instructions to feed it to the newborn in
3-ounce portions every four hours.

When the baby was abducted, police said blood
type and ear shape were about the only leads they
had because the boy had no blemishes or birthmarks.
Some 10,000 babies were examined and tested by
1966 to see if they could be the boy.

The AP Corporate Archives contributed to this re-
port.

Kidnapping
Continued from Page 1A

Paul Fronczak spends
time with his daughter
Emma in Henderson,
Nev., on July 8, 2018.
When a woman posing
as a nurse snatched a
newborn from his
mother's arms in 1964,
the case led to a
massive search by FBI
agents and police. The
mystery seemed
solved when police
found an abandoned
child who appeared to
be the missing boy. But
47 years after he came
home, DNA tests
showed that he was
not related. MARCUS

VILLAGRAN/LAS VEGAS

REVIEW-JOURNAL VIA AP

On April 30, 1964, Dora Fronczak holds a rosary as
she and her husband Chester Fronczak pray for the
return of their kidnapped son in Chicago. The
couple then conducted a press conference. Their
son, Paul Joseph, was kidnapped from Michael
Reese Hospital the day after he was born. A woman
in nurse’s attire took the boy from the mother’s
arms midway during feeding, but didn’t return him
to the hospital nursery. AP

CHICAGO – Key dates in the 1964 abduction of Paul
Joseph Fronczak:

April 25, 1964

Paul Joseph Fronczak is born at Michael Reese Hos-
pital in Chicago, the son of Dora, 28, and Chester
Fronczak Jr., 33. Their first child a year earlier was still-
born.

April 27, 1964

A ruddy-faced woman about 40 years old posing as
a nurse takes the baby from his mother’s arms as she is
feeding him, saying he had to be returned to the nurs-
ery so a pediatrician could examine him. They disap-
pear without a trace. After the abduction is discovered,
police are called. A nationwide search ensues.

March 8, 1965

The Fronczaks file a $1 million lawsuit against Mi-
chael Reese Hospital, saying it was negligent in per-
mitting unauthorized people to enter the maternity

section.

July 2, 1965

A young boy who resembles the missing Fronczak
child is found abandoned in Newark, New Jersey.
When the baby was abducted, police had said blood
type and ear shape were about the only leads they had
because the boy was a 99% perfect baby with no blem-
ishes or birthmarks.

June 1966

A lawyer for the Fronczaks and the FBI issue a state-
ment saying that while it has not been established that
the Fronczaks are the boy’s parents, neither has the
fact been excluded. Reports say 10,000 children had
been tested in the two years since Paul Joseph’s ab-
duction and all others were excluded.

December 1966

Judge James E. Murphy signs an adoption decree
awarding custody of the 3-year-old foundling to the
Fronczaks. However, police files on the case remain
open.

Jan. 11, 1968

The Fronczaks and Michael Reese Hospital reach an
out-of-court settlement for an undisclosed amount.

June 2013

Paul Fronczak, 49, a married father working as a
college administrator in Nevada, tells the Chicago
Sun-Times that DNA testing that year determined he
was not the Fronczaks’ biological son. Dora Fronczak
tells the newspaper: “We went through this once, and
we certainly don’t want to go through this again.”

August 2013

The FBI says it is reopening its investigation into the
kidnapping.

Dec. 19, 2019

Media outlets report that an adult man living in
Michigan may be the abducted child. 

The AP Corporate Archives contributed to this re-
port. 

Key dates in the baby Fronczak case 
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