
 

Lakeview Area News 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 

 



Lansing State Journal - 03/22/2020 Page : A01

Copyright �2020  LSJ.com  All rights reserved. Use of this site indicates your agreement to the  terms of service  and  privacy policy  (Terms updated August, 2006) 03/22/2020
March 24, 2020 9:50 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 88% from original to fit letter page

Jerry Norris, CEO of The Fledge,
right, hands volunteer Sam Klahn
food for people in need on Tuesday. 
NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

It’s difficult to pinpoint when I
stopped worrying about how my own
life might be disrupted and just began
to worry. 

Perhaps it was the 47th interview I
watched with Dr. Sanjay Gupta. Or
when I walked into an empty Harry’s
Place in Lansing’s Westside neighbor-
hood to pick up a dinner order. Or
when I realized my mother wasn’t
quite grasping social distancing. 

In less than a week, I went from
worrying only about the NCAA men’s
basketball tournament to laughing at
the idea that I once hoped it could be
played amid a global pandemic. Do I
miss March Madness? Sure. Do I feel
bad for Cassius Winston and Co.? A
tad.

Less so after hearing the fear in the
voices of folks who own small busi-
nesses in our community. And seeing
Facebook posts from friends with chil-
dren whose medical conditions make
the coronavirus a threat to their lives.
And reading the report from the Impe-
rial College London’s COVID-19 Re-
sponse Team, whose research is guid-
ing action.

It appears we could be in this fight
for a while. And, here in the Lansing
area, like everywhere, we can only
control so much. That’s a little scary —
really scary for people with a lot at
stake. I’d argue we all have a lot at
stake.

Many of the economic measures
being taken or proposed in Washing-
ton are about preserving a way of life.
Our challenge in our town, I believe: To 

See COUCH, Page 8A
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our humanity
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States order more restrictions; New York
plans for temporary hospitals. 23A

State up to 787 COVID-19 cases

The number of fatalities in Michigan
has increased to six. 5A
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Melinda Baker was angry last week-
end when, days after the first case of
COVID-19 was confirmed in Michigan,
the restaurants, bars and businesses in
Greater Lansing were still filled with
people.

Social media posts she read made
fun of the virus, or claimed it was a
hoax.

Baker, a registered nurse who serves
as an assistant department manager at
Sparrow Hospital, came into her unit,
referred to as 7 West, on Saturday and
Sunday, her days off, to prepare for coro-
navirus. The 30-bed medical unit is
among the departments designated to
care for potential and confirmed CO-
VID-19 patients.

Monday, as she headed back to the
hospital, she settled on forgiveness
for anyone who hadn’t yet grasped the 

Registered nurse Eric Eiseler adjusts his protective gown before going into a room on the floor housing patients with low
to moderate COVID-19 risk on Thursday at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing. PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

On the front lines of
virus battle in Lansing
‘I think of it like soldiers going into
war,’ nurse says of COVID-19 challenge

Sparrow Hospital charge nurse Lindsay Muenchen says disposable masks are
left on as long as possible to conserve their supply. 

Rachel Greco, Carol Thompson
and Kristan Obeng
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See FRONT LINES, Page 6A
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seriousness of the virus.
“The truth is, they don’t see it the way

that we see it in health care,” Baker, 35,
said. “People don’t know. I think of it like
soldiers going into war. Sometimes I
think we forget that those soldiers train
for war, but I can’t imagine walking into
it. When you’re not in it it’s easier to
shut it out of your mind and pretend it’s
not happening.”

Caregivers on the front lines of the
pandemic don’t have that option.

Officials and health care workers at
hospitals and health departments
around Greater Lansing say they are in
the thick of Michigan’s coronavirus re-
sponse — balancing unknowns about
the virus and its spread with rapidly de-
veloping information about how to fight
it.

These are their stories.

Nurse says caring for patients 
is ‘what I’ve always done’

David Brewster takes off the nursing
scrubs he’s been wearing during his
shift at Sparrow Hospital and puts them
in a bag before he leaves work.

At home in East Lansing his wife,
who works in a different department at
the hospital, and three boys, ages 1, 5
and 13, steer clear when he comes
through the door.

Brewster, 35, empties the bag of
clothing he’s carrying into the washing
machine and launders them in hot wa-
ter. Then he showers before joining his
family.

Brewster has been a nurse at Sparrow
for 11 years. This routine is his new nor-
mal.

The possibility that he could take CO-
VID-19 home to his family has “been in
the back of my head,” he said.

Nurses are at higher risk for contract-
ing the virus, he said, but the work they
do is fundamental.

“It’s what I’ve always done,” Brewster
said. “I like to take care of people and I
feel rewarded for what I do, more now
than ever.”

Brewster provides bedside care to
patients throughout the hospital. He’s
assigned to different departments daily.
On Saturday, he cared for three people
being tested for COVID-19.

Caring for those potentially conta-
gious patients means donning protec-
tive gear. A plastic gown, disposable
gloves, mask and eye shield go on when
entering their room and come back off
when they leave, Brewster said. 

“After hand washing and getting the
equipment on and off, it takes time,” he
said.

The hospital staff is adjusting to
changes that come with treating and
caring for people during a pandemic.
Daily screenings of all staff as they enter
a rear entrance include answering a se-
ries of questions. 

“I haven’t shown any symptoms, but I
was told if you do they ask you more
questions and take your temperature.”

And there are several staff “huddles”
held throughout any given work day,
during which managers share updated
information about the virus from the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Brewster’s hours hadn’t increased
Thursday, but as the number of positive
cases rise, he believes they almost cer-
tainly will.

“How bad is it really going to get
here?” he said. “That’s the big question.
Hopefully we’ll see this bell curve quick-
ly start to level off, but we just don’t
know. It’s really day by day. Each new
day brings new numbers and new infor-
mation.”

Health department ‘has
completely turned on its head’

It didn’t take long for Marcus Cheath-
am to discover the novel coronavirus is a
different beast entirely from the H1N1
outbreak he responded to a decade ear-
lier.

Cheatham had been serving as the
health officer at the Ingham County
Health Department in 2009. He and his
team had prepared for the worst but in-
stead found the novel A influenza virus
to be very mild, with a low number of
deaths. 

The rapidly rising number of con-
firmed coronavirus cases and deaths,
and the public’s response to the out-
break, proved to be much different, he
found.

“We worked so hard to put together a
public health system to respond well in
a crisis,” said Cheatham, who is now the
health officer at Mid-Michigan District
Health Department, which covers Clin-
ton County. “We have been flounder-
ing.”

Responding to public information re-
quests, monitoring the outbreak and
tracing those who have been in contact

with infected people has consumed the
work existence of department employ-
ees who are no longer working tradi-
tional 9-to-5 hours. 

“The department has completely
turned on its head. Completely,”
Cheatham said. “No one is doing the
work we did two weeks ago.”

Programs that staff spent years
working on — such as the supplemental
nutrition program for women, infants
and children (WIC), other children’s ser-
vices and restaurant inspections —
have fallen to the wayside, he added. 

Cheatham knew things would be dif-
ferent as he watched what happened to
Washington State, which became the
epicenter of the American coronavirus
outbreak after the first case was con-
firmed there in January.

He had been carrying on with his
health department duties when he dis-
covered his 88-year-old parents, who
live in an assisted living facility outside
Snohomish, Washington, were in quar-
antine after eating dinner with an in-
fected person.

“The facility is locked down,” Cheath-
am said. “(Coronavirus) has impacted
my family. That gives me the determina-
tion to keep going. I know Michigan will
experience what Washington has expe-
rienced.”

We’re at war, says doctor who
specializes in infectious diseases

Dr. Subhashis Mitra spends his days
among highly infectious patients at
Sparrow Hospital.

Right now, he’s doing it during a pan-
demic caused by a virus we know little
about and a nationwide shortage of
equipment that keeps health care work-
ers safe.

Why does he do it? Mitra responded
with a sort of metaphor: Why would
someone in the Army sign up to fight in
distant countries?

Because we’re at war.
“This is what we as an infectious dis-

ease community say,” he said. “We fight
germs. This is not alien concept to me.”

The realities of this war against the
new coronavirus are challenging. Doc-
tors in Lansing are busy with patients
who show symptoms and need to be
tested for COVID-19. That will likely in-
crease, Mitra said, although Sparrow’s
testing capacity has recently expanded
to help keep pace.

Local health care workers also are in-
undated with reports from health agen-
cies around the world that are racing to
understand the virus. They have to de-
cide what information is most reliable
and how they should use it to keep
themselves and patients safe.

Guidelines for health care staff vary
among countries and hospitals, Mitra
said.

“There are some things we are hear-
ing which sometimes do not match with
the recommendations that maybe the
[U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention] is sending out, or that dif-
ferent sources or different authorities
are giving us,” he said.

Mitra, director of Michigan State
University’s Infectious Disease Fellow-
ship Program and an associate profes-
sor of medicine, teaches doctors study-
ing the specialty how to treat patients

who are sick with germs that easily
spread, like tuberculosis or HIV.

Pandemic or not, Mitra teaches resi-
dents how to protect themselves as they
treat patients. 

“That’s something that is part of my
job, not just today,” he said. “It was yes-
terday and it was a year ago. That’s
something incorporated into what I do.”

At MDHHS, even with preparation,
‘things are uncertain’ 

State public health workers knew
this was coming.

They began preparing when news re-
ports started featuring cases of CO-
VID-19 in Wuhan, China, Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Ser-
vices Emergency Preparedness and Re-
sponse Division Director Jay Fiedler
said. Of course the virus could reach
Michigan.

The department’s Bureau of EMS,
Trauma and Preparedness team
launched the Community Health Emer-
gency Coordination Center in early Feb-
ruary, and started translating compli-
cated medical information into some-
thing people could absorb during a cri-
sis.

But the virus, now causing a global
pandemic, didn’t feel real to Fiedler and
Katie Dunkle, manager of the planning
and competency evaluation unit within
the department’s emergency prepared-
ness section, until they saw its impacts
outside of work.

For Dunkle, that happened during a
9:30 p.m. trip to the grocery store, where
shelves were empty, aisles were busy
and shopping carts were full. She saw
how the outbreak affected her neigh-
bors.

“They’re fearful,” she said. “Things
are uncertain. They don’t know what’s
going to happen. For me, that’s when it
really hit home, how important it is
what we do.”

Fiedler remembers the date corona-
virus became personal. It was March 12,
two days after the first positive cases
were identified in Michigan. He picked
his daughter up from her dance class,
knowing before the rest of the state that
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer would soon an-
nounce her decision to close schools.

He asked the dance teacher what she
would do. The conversation was frank.
It was hard. He choked up. The studio
probably would have to close. Dance
class is his daughter’s favorite thing.

“That’s when it really sank in,” he
said.

Back at work, the state’s emergency
response team is “all hands on deck,”
Dunkle said. On March 14, DHHS
launched a hotline to answer calls from
Michigan residents worried about pro-
tecting themselves, doctors who want
to know how to respond to a possible
case, business owners who want to
know whether mandated shutdowns
apply to them.

A team of 16 operators, many of
whom are DHHS employees who volun-
teer to staff the phones, field over 5,000
calls a day. So many calls they had to
turn the ringers off. Now, phones just
flash when someone is on the line. They
are almost always flashing.

The phone lines are open every day
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., but the work
bleeds outside of those normal business
hours. People are there early and late,
working six or seven days a week.

“I think they really feel like they’re
making a difference by answering ques-
tions and helping to give people reas-
surance,” Fiedler said. “It’s just an ex-
ample of [what we all should do], you
make an extra effort to help people.”

‘We’re not panicking. ... We’ve
been trained and we’re ready’

Milea Burgstahler was working at her
desk, a safe six feet away from her other
colleagues at the Barry-Eaton District
Health Department, when the news
came. An Eaton County woman had

tested positive for the coronavirus, the
first diagnosis in the district.

That Wednesday afternoon an-
nouncement changed everything for
Burgstahler and her counterparts on the
department’s community health pro-
motion team. Their preparation was
over. The virus was here.

“We all dropped what we were doing
and started working,” she said.

Burgstahler and the other health pro-
motion specialists were in charge of de-
livering the upsetting news. They issued
press releases, fielded media calls,
urged people not to panic but to wash
their hands, stay home and avoid social
contact.

The news issued by Burgstahler’’s of-
fice understandably made people con-
cerned, but she isn’t scared. She wants
to reassure the public with a message:
This is what health departments do.

“We’re not panicking,” she said. “We
are training to do this stuff every day.
We’ve been trained and we’re ready.”

She acknowledged COVID-19 is dif-
ferent. It has spread worldwide, sick-
ened and killed thousands and little is
known about the disease. Even with
training, a global pandemic is not some-
thing health workers expect.

“It’s a really once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience,” she said. “We’re in [public
health] because of the help and the ser-
vices we provide to our community.
We’re getting the chance to do that in
such a huge way.”

‘Health care is always high stress
... but this is different’

Baker, the assistant department
manager with Sparrow Hospital, said
her unit’s COVID-19 preparations have
been evolving since last Saturday. Her
department will take in and care for pa-
tients being tested for the virus.

Her staff has tested more than a doz-
en people for the virus, Baker said, but
none resulted in a positive test as of Fri-
day morning.

Baker coached her staff as they
worked this past week, reminding them
and herself to do what they know to do.
It will protect them and their patients,
Baker said. 

Beyond that, caregivers are focused
on practicing empathy and compassion
in an uncertain time.

“Remembering that even though we
have uncertainties, these patients are
scared,” Baker said. “They may have this
and they don’t get to have a visitor right
now. We’re in masks so they don’t even
get to see us smile at them.”

Her message to staff?
“We’re one team, one Sparrow,” she

told them. They have to support one an-
other “and give each other grace, as
we’re learning as we go.”

“Honestly, I’m so proud of our team,”
she said. “They’re so amazing, so coura-
geous. We’re just getting in there and
doing what we do.”

The unknowns surrounding CO-
VID-19 weigh on every nurse and pa-
tient care technician she helps oversee,
Baker said, and all of them have con-
cerns about how life will proceed at
home. They worry about loved ones, too.
Baker doesn’t plan to spend time around
her grandparents or mother-in-law, be-
cause she doesn’t want to put them at
risk.

She, like many other people, longs for
social interaction.

“I’m very much an extrovert, so stay-
ing in the house isn’t so fun all the time,”
she said. “I’m a hugger and I can’t hug
anybody. It’s difficult.”

Tuesday, after finishing a 10-hour
shift at Sparrow, she felt like she
couldn’t escape coronavirus. 

She opened her social media feed and
read posts about the pandemic, some
fact, some fiction and some pure frus-
tration. It was too much.

“The whole time I’m at work, that’s
all we’re thinking about,” Baker said.
“That’s what we’re dealing with.”

Then someone she knew told her
they thought life would be like this
through the end of July. 

In that moment, the idea over-
whelmed her.

“That made me tear up a little bit, be-
cause this is high stress,” Baker said. “I
think health care’s always a high-stress
environment, which I thrive on, but this
is different.”

She took Wednesday off, and met her
sister for a trail walk. They kept a six-
foot distance as they strolled together.

“That was nice,” Baker said, and a
necessary distraction from what lies
ahead at work.

And she’ll keep running. Before the
pandemic reached Michigan she was
training for a half marathon in Traverse
City this spring.

“I’m pretty sure that isn’t still hap-
pening, but I’m still running,” Baker
said.

Contact Rachel Greco at rgre-
co@lsj.com. Contact Carol Thompson at
(517) 377-1018 or ckthompson@lsj.com.
Contact LSJ reporter Kristan Obeng at
KObeng@lsj.com or 517-267-1344.

Front lines
Continued from Page 1A

Rooms house patients with low to moderate COVID-19 risk on Thursday at
Sparrow Hospital in Lansing. No patients on the floor had tested positive as of
that afternoon. PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Charge nurse Lindsay Muenchen gets
water ready for a patient on the floor
housing those with low to moderate
COVID-19 risk at Sparrow Hospital.



 

Daily News 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 

 



  



 

Daily News 
Friday, March 27, 2020 

 

 



 

Daily News 
Friday, March 27, 2020 

 

 



 

Daily News 
Saturday, March 28, 2020 

 

  



 

 



Gratiot County Herald 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 

 

 

 



Gratiot County Herald 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 

 

 

 

 



Lansing State Journal - 04/02/2020 Page : A01

Copyright �2020  LSJ.com  All rights reserved. Use of this site indicates your agreement to the  terms of service  and  privacy policy  (Terms updated August, 2006) 04/02/2020
April 2, 2020 8:17 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 89% from original to fit letter page

Lansing State Journal
THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2020 ❚ LSJ.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

New York hit hard: Virus deaths in the
state double in three days. 9A

Small businesses seek help

Nearly 2,000 businesses in Greater
Lansing applied for relief grants. 4A

Weather

High 56° ❚ Low 31°
Mostly sunny.
Forecast, 4C

Volume 165 | No. 334
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 877-599-6685
©2020 $2.50 QEAJAB-05132z

LJ-GCI0371121-01

LANSING – Rev. Jonathan Wehrle
died Tuesday afternoon, according to
the leader of the Catholic Diocese of

Lansing.
Wehrle, who was 69, died at 3 p.m.,

Bishop Earl Boyea tweeted Tuesday
evening.

The diocese said in a statement that
Wehrle had been ill “for some time” and
his death was not related to the current
coronavirus outbreak.

“Upon the death of Father Wehrle I
am sure all can unite in praying for the
repose of his soul and that solace be

brought to those who
mourn him,” Boyea add-
ed in the statement. “May
he rest in peace.”

Funeral services have
yet to be announced, the
diocese added, but likely
will be limited to immedi-

ate family because of restrictions in
place during the outbreak. 

Wehrle was ordained in 1978 and

spent the next 10 years at parishes that
included St. Mary Star of the Sea in
Jackson, Holy Redeemer in Burton, and
Sacred Heart in Hudson.

In the late ‘80s and ‘90s, he was key
in founding St. Martha Parish in Oke-
mos, literally helping to build it from the
ground up.

The diocese tapped Wehrle 

Bishop: Rev. Jonathan Wehrle dies Tuesday
Retired priest was facing
embezzlement charges

Megan Banta
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN Wehrle 

See WEHRLE, Page 10A

LANSING – The COVID-19 pandem-
ic claimed its first two lives in the Lan-
sing area as the number of cases in the
region and across the state continued
to spiral upward at an exponential
rate.

An Ingham County man in his 50s
died at a hospital from the disease, the
Ingham County Health Department
said Wednesday. He had underlying
health issues that likely contributed to
his death, officials said.

Meanwhile, an elderly woman from
Clinton County died Tuesday at Spar-
row Hospital, the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department said. She, too,
had serious underlying health issues,
officials said.

“This is a tragic loss of life and our
thoughts are with the family at this
difficult time,” MMDHD Health Officer
Marcus Cheatham said in a news re-
lease.

The Ingham County man who died
was house-bound and had not been
exposed to the general public, said
Linda Vail, the county health officer.

“It’s a sobering reminder of why
people must practice social distanc-
ing,” Vail said in a prepared statement.
“Not everyone who has the coronavi-
rus will be sick. Distance yourself from
others as if everyone has it. Be diligent
with hand washing. Do not touch your
face with unwashed hands.”

The state reported Wednesday that
9,334 people had tested positive for
the disease. Seventy-eight more peo-
ple died, pushing the state’s death toll
to 337.

The bulk of the cases and deaths
have been in the metropolitan Detroit
area, but the number of positive tests
has been rising steadily in many out-
state areas, including the Lansing re-
gion.

The number of cases in Greater
Lansing rose to at least 181, up more 

Lansing
area has
its first
deaths 
COVID-19 pandemic
claims man, woman

Ken Palmer
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See DEATHS, Page 3A

LANSING – After her daughter’s
birthday party was canceled due to the
coronavirus, Allysia Kester knew she
had to do something. 

Kester wanted to make sure her
daughter Jaiden’s 10th birthday was still
special. 

So she posted in the “Eastside Neigh-
borhood Organization” Facebook group,
asking if her neighbors could hang hap-
py birthday signs in their windows for
Jaiden Monday. 

“She is turning 10 and is absolutely
heart broken she won’t be able to share
it with her friends at school,” Kester said
in the post. “I know it would bring a
smile to her face and make what she 

Jaiden Hoeflinger points to another “Happy birthday Jaiden” sign she’s spotted while she and mom, Allysia Kester, walk
around their eastside Lansing neighborhood Monday. PHOTOS BY MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Neighborhood celebrates
after B-Day party canceled 
Neighbors post signs to
brighten 10-year-old’s day

Kara Berg and Matthew Dae Smith
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Eastside resident Sally Huston made and hung this sign at her home Monday
for Jaiden Hoeflinger. Huston read a post on the “Eastside Neighborhood
Organization” Facebook group after Jaiden’s mom asked neighbors to hang
happy birthday signs for her daughter.See B-DAY, Page 3A
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says is ‘the worst birthday’ ever into
maybe not such a terrible day.”

Many commented they would hang a
birthday sign for Jaiden. And they didn’t
let her down. 

A dozen or so houses in the blocks
surrounding Jaiden’s home hung signs
wishing the new 10-year-old a happy
birthday. 

“I’m really happy because people
know I can’t celebrate my birthday the
way I wanted to with my family,” Jaiden
said. “(My mom) told the neighborhood
so they’ve been giving me presents and
it makes me really happy.”

Jill Dombrowski heard about Jai-
den’s birthday from a friend who knew
she liked to do crafts. She said it’s been a
rough time for parents and kids, so she
wanted to do anything she could to help
out. 

She hung the letters to “Happy birth-

day Jaiden” on a tree next to the side-
walk, the strings of letters so long they
almost reached the ground. 

“I feel like we need to do everything
we can right now to support each other,

and this was an easy thing to do,”
Dombrowski said. 

Contact reporter Kara Berg at 517-
377-1113 or kberg@lsj.com. Follow her
on Twitter @karaberg95.

Jaiden Hoeflinger, 10, stands in front of a sign for her with her parents, Byron Hoeflinger and Allysia Kester, Monday
afternoon in her eastside Lansing neighborhood. This sign was made by Jill Dombrowski, who heard about Kester’s post
on the “Eastside Neighborhood Organization” Facebook group. PHOTOS BY MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

B-Day
Continued from Page 1A

“I know it would bring a smile to her face and make what she says is ‘the worst
birthday’ ever into maybe not such a terrible day,” Kester said in her Facebook
group post.

than 40 from the day before.
Ingham County had the seventh-

highest number of COVID-19 cases in
the state, with 121, according to the
state totals. That’s up from 45 positive
tests on Sunday.

The numbers were rising so quickly
in Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm
counties that the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department said they
would be out of date by the time a
Wednesday news release went public.

Clinton County had 33 cases and
Montcalm County had 10 cases on
Wednesday, according to the state to-
tals. The number of cases in Montcalm
doubled overnight, local health offi-
cials said.

“We really want to stress that even
though we are reporting 44 cases in
our jurisdiction, we know there are
many, many more cases not yet diag-
nosed,” Marcus Cheatham, MMDHDs
health officer, said in the release.

MMDHD said everyone who has
tested positive is either quarantined or
hospitalized.

Eaton County had 27 cases as of
Wednesday, up five from the day be-
fore, the Barry-Eaton District Health
Department said.

Livingston County had 101 cases,
Jackson County 56, Shiawassee Coun-
ty 11 and Ionia County 6, according to
the state’s numbers.

For most people, the coronavirus
causes mild to moderate symptoms,
such as fever and cough that clear up
in two to three weeks. For some, espe-
cially older adults and people with ex-
isting health problems, it can cause
more severe illness.

About 80 percent of Ingham Coun-
ty’s cases involve people who have
mild symptoms and are isolated at
home, Vail said. The rest are hospital-
ized.

Many people who are hospitalized
for COVID-19 recover, Vail said.

“People’s lives are being saved; I’ve
seen it happen,” she said. “(Going into
the hospital) is not a death sentence.”

Contact Ken Palmer at (517) 377-
1032 or kpalmer@lsj.com. Follow him
on Twitter @KBPalm_lsj.

Deaths
Continued from Page 1A



Daily News 
Saturday, April 4, 2020 

 

  

Page 1 of 2



 

Page 2 of 2



 

Daily News 
Saturday, April 4, 2020 

 

 



Lansing State Journal - 04/05/2020 Page : A01

Copyright �2020  LSJ.com  All rights reserved. Use of this site indicates your agreement to the  terms of service  and  privacy policy  (Terms updated August, 2006) 04/05/2020
April 7, 2020 9:27 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Lansing State Journal
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020 ❚ LSJ.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

New York’s ventilator acquisition being
facilitated by China. 17A

Could be worse

Michigan State describes how no
March Madness is more of a morale
loss than a financial one. 1B

Weather

High 53° ❚ Low 33°
Partly sunny.
Forecast, 3A

Volume 165 | No. 337
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 877-599-6685
©2020 $3.00 QEAJAB-05172v

SparrowHealth System is offering 24/7 virtual care visits via smartphone, tablet or computer. This
service is not for general Coronavirus questions or healthcare advice, but for individuals who are
exhibiting cold or flu-like symptoms – fever, chills, body aches, shortness of breath, or a cough.

Visit Sparrow.org/Coronavirus for more information.

Enter “Sparrow” into Service Key field when registering.

Sparrow COVID-19 Virtual Care

Begin session on
COMPUTER

If you have severe or life-
threatening symptoms,
please call 911.

Sparrow.org/Coronavirus

COVID-19 Hotline
877.205.1300Health System

The number of patients at OUCH Urgent Care in St.
Johns doubled just after Michigan confirmed its first
case of COVID-19 a few weeks ago.

The 3,000-square-foot clinic in a strip mall off South
U.S. 27 normally sees 50 people a day. It began seeing
about 100.

“When schools started closing, everyone came in,”
said clinic Manager Kristine Tuchek, a physician assis-
tant. “They wanted to be tested. They came in looking
for advice. There were a lot of phone calls.”

But, as quickly as the numbers had climbed, they
plummeted when the state’s “stay home, stay safe” or-
der went into effect March 24.

Management at many local clinics and primary care
practices say patient numbers have dropped by up-
wards of 55%. They know patients are fearful of coming
through their doors.

The resulting financial strain has led several urgent
cares and primary care offices to lay off staff. Patient
Central, which offers urgent care and primary care clin-
ics in Holt and Lansing, cut about a third of the staff at

its clinics. 
Many people are “scared to leave their homes,” Tu-

chek said. “They’re scared to go into a healthcare cen-
ter, and rightfully so, but they may be staying home
with very major medical conditions.” 

Urgent cares and similar sites have taken a big hit
since the ‘stay home’ order, and layoffs have followed

Registered medical assistant Christina Caldwell works on some paperwork Tuesday at OUCH Urgent Care in St.
Johns. PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

IS IT A CLINICAL
RECESSION?

Rachel Greco
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Radiologic technologist Samantha Jackson walks into
OUCH Urgent Care on Tuesday. 

See CLINICAL, Page 6A

LANSING – Ingham County officials
are preparing for the epicenter of the
new coronavirus in Detroit to keep
spreading this way.
That means while area
hospitals aren’t over-
loaded, they’re reserv-
ing capacity rather than
taking in patients from
other parts of the state,
Ingham County Health
Officer Linda Vail said. 

Just 24 of the 152 people in Ingham
County who had tested positive for
COVID-19 as of Friday were hospital-
ized, Vail said. That’s less than 16% of
cases. But with cases in the Lansing
area growing by double digits every
day, the region seems to be “a suburb
of Detroit,” she said, so it’s unlikely
McLaren Greater Lansing or any of the
Sparrow Health System hospitals in 

Officials:
Lansing
‘reserving
capacity’
Lansing will not take
Detroit-area cases

Megan Banta and Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See CAPACITY, Page 5A

Vail 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Retailers limit store capacities.
6A

Michiganders who are away have
a dilemma. 9A

MSU med students get
permission to do more. 9A

Census effort upended. 9A

Hospital touts visits by iPad. 13A

MSU seniors sad about sudden
end to college life. 16A

Child care options are few. 16A
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For the safety of our employees and customers, Liberty Coin Service in the Frandor Shopping Center is limiting our hours to 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM

weekdays and 10:00 AM to noon on Saturdays. Also, we are now serving customers only by appointment. Call us at either (517) 351-4720 or

toll-free (800) 933-4720 when we are available to schedule your appointment. As circumstances may change on short notice, we recommend

visiting us online at www.libertycoinservice.com or at www.facebook.com/LibertyCoinService for updates.

Please Note: If you are looking to make a purchase of coins or bullion, we can take your order over the phone and ship your merchandise to

you. In-stock inventory available for immediate delivery is always changing. Please call for details.

Thank you for your patience and cooperation at this difficult time. Please call with any questions. Tom Coulson, Owner, Liberty Coin Service

Liberty Coin Service Is Available Limited Hours If You Need Cash - Schedule Your Appointment

EAST LANSING - On Wednesday, April 1, 2020,
William M. ‘Bill’ Cleary, a proud PE and Spartan,
endearing father, grandfather and husband, passed
away of heart failure at the age of 89. Bill was born
November 13, 1930 in Milwaukee, WI to L J ‘Pete’
and Ethal (Mackey) Cleary. He was a graduate of
East Lansing High School and earned a BS in Me-
chanical Engineering from what was then Michigan
State College in 1952. He served in the U.S. Army
from 1952 to 1954. Bill married Maxine B. Barlow, a
Wolverine, at the Michigan State University Memo-
rial Chapel on October 26, 1963 (The MSU - UofM
Football game ended in a tie that year).

He settled into a career of public service becoming employed by the Mich-
igan Department of Public Health, Division of Occupational Health for 40
years, contributing in various capacities both as a Certified Industrial Hy-
gienist and Professional Engineer (PE). He served on the team that created
the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA).
He was a first responder to and investigator for the Lake Huron Water
Supply Project tunnel explosion in Port Huron in December of 1971; 22
employees died in this event and it remains as one of the deadliest indus-
trial accidents in Michigan history. While with the division he obtained an
MBA from Michigan State University in 1989. He retired as the Division’s
Deputy Chief in 1993.

Both in his employment with the State and in his retirement, Bill was
active in his profession. He served as a member of the ACGIH Industrial
Ventilation Committee for 29 years (1976- 2006). He was active with the
Michigan Industrial Hygiene Society, edited the Industrial Ventilation Man-
ual of Recommended Practice for Design, taught at the Michigan Safety
Conference, the annual industrial ventilation conferences in Michigan,
Washington, and Alabama, was the inaugural recipient of the annual ‘Duck’
Award (after an unfortunate brochure typo), and mentored many industrial
hygienists and engineers.

Bill put his concern for all of God’s creations into action as a 46-year mem-
ber of Eastminster Presbyterian Church where he served multiple terms as

an ordained Elder and Deacon. He participated in many mission trips with
church youth, college students, and adults, going where he could both learn
from and work with others to confront justice issues such as hunger, poverty,
and discrimination. He led Eastminster’s work with Habitat for Humanity
and served in several capacities with the Lansing Housing Coalition, and
Action for Greater Lansing.

Bill also had an avid interest in another of God’s great creations – cars. He
enjoyed talking about, reading about, driving, looking at, and fixing cars.
Although he admired many fine vintage automobiles he reserved most of
his affection for El Camino’s, S-10 Pickups, and Chevettes, the last much to
the chagrin of his sons during their teenage years who had hoped he would
gravitate to another kind of ‘vette.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, sister Carol and brother-in-law
Paul Lucas, brother-in-law James Norsworthy, and brother-in-law Robert Hall.
He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Maxine, sons Michael (of Lansing), and
Patrick (Kerri) Cleary (of Howell), grandson Kelly (Heather Kotalik) Cleary
(of Holly), and great grandson Lincoln Cleary (and his brother Kaeden). He
is also survived by his sister Patricia Hall (Northville), sister-in-law Diane
Norsworthy (Rochester Hills) and many close cousins, nieces and nephews.

Our family would like to thank Tim Sloan, PA, Dr. Eugene Choo and the
staff at Lansing Cardiovascular Center; Chris, Joan, Edith and Ruby from
Michigan Premiere Hospice; Maggie and the staff of Independence Village
East Lansing; Laurus Home Care, and Progress At Home for their compas-
sion and care these past weeks and months.

A memorial service will be held later this year once government social gath-
ering restrictions are lifted. The family is being served by the Estes-Leadley
Funeral Home of Lansing. Their website has additional information. Those
desiring may make memorial contributions to Eastminster Presbyterian
Church. Our family takes comfort in the fact that when we meet him again
there will be our father in that bright green sport coat with a wide grin and
a story to tell. Until then he is playing the front nine, enjoying a small Mc-
Donald’s black coffee resting in his pull cart, putting for birdie.

William M. ‘Bill’ Cleary

the region will take overflow patients
from Detroit. 

“Right now, I don’t think that our
county is jumping on that one,” she said.

Hospitals further away from Detroit,
such as those up north, are taking on
that load instead, Vail said. 

Vail’s comments came during the
first of what are planned to be regular
media briefings as the region deals with
the coronavirus pandemic. The session
was scheduled after Lansing State Jour-
nal reporters pressed for additional in-
formation on the situation in Ingham
County and preparations for growing
numbers of patients.

Here are some other key takeaways
from the briefing:

No word yet on possible overflow

As officials anticipate a potential
surge in cases, the hospitals do have
plans in place, Sparrow Health System
spokesperson John Foren said Friday
morning. 

“We’ve got plans to accommodate up
to twice the number of patient beds that
we have throughout our health system,”
Foren said, although he declined to give
specifics.

Vail declined to name potential loca-
tions for any overflow facilities until the
health systems make those decisions,
adding there are several scenarios at
play. 

Contact tracing is still occuring

The Ingham County Health Depart-
ment is still able to do contact tracing
“right now” when someone tests posi-
tive, Vail said, but it’s becoming “in-
creasingly difficult.” 

“We have got a cadre of nurses doing
contact tracing,” Vail said, referring to
the process of identifying people who
may have been exposed to the newly di-
agnosed patient and notifying them of
the need to isolate for 14 days. 

Those same nurses are monitoring
the health of about 200 people who have
likely been exposed, she said. 

Ingham County is starting to reach an

infection rate that likely will shift the
contact tracing method, she said. Soon,
efforts will be limited to contacting peo-
ple who are at high risk if infected and
places where large numbers of people
were likely exposed. 

There have been some locations in
the county closed for deep cleaning af-
ter an exposure, she said, but nothing
that has required a mass notification. 

“If we did have a largepublic expo-
sure and we had no way of getting in
contact with everyone, then we would
do a public notification,” Vail said. 

Testing continues to be an issue

Vail said her office doesn’t get infor-
mation on how many tests have come
back negative, so they can’t provide that
data. 

And testing in general has been an is-
sue, she said — especially long waits for
results.

Test results can take anywhere from
24 hours to 10 to 14 days to come back,
Vail said. 

For now, often the best people can do
is stay home if they feel sick, she said. 

“Even if we test somebody, we need
to have them stay home while we wait
on the results,” she said. 

Advising masks wherever possible

Wearing a mask may not stop you
from getting the virus, Vail said, but it
can help slow the spread. Masks can be
helpful for two reasons, Vail said: They
keep you from touching your face and
can prevent infected people who
haven’t started showing symptoms yet
or may never show symptoms from
spreading the virus. 

“I do think that people should basi-
cally consider, I’d even urge them to
wear masks in public,” Vail said. 

The masks should not be of the qual-
ity needed by medical professionals
who are treating coronavirus patients,
she said, but instead could be a simple
cloth mask or a bandana. Handwashing
remains the best protection, Vail said. 

Ingham County health orders
carefully considered

As health officer, Vail has “broad au-
thority” to issue additional orders to

protect public health. She said that’s
unlikely, though, because the state has
“effectively done that for us.”

Vail knows there are people who
aren’t following the social distancing
guidelines and who are violating the
governor’s executive order by engaging
in non-essential activities like golf or
children’s play dates.

“Unfortunately, some of it is very,
very difficult to control,” she said.

Health orders, like the one she put
out requiring for essential businesses to
do basic health screening of employees,
need to be based on good science and
need to be enforceable, she said.

Will Ingham County need a curfew
like Flint? That’s a “crystal ball ques-
tion,” Vail said — it’s too early to tell. 

Eaton, Clinton counties have
different agencies, practices

Greater Lansing is served by three
different health departments. Ingham
County operates its own, while Eaton
and Clinton are part of multi-county
health districts that share services.

Before Vail’s Friday news conference,
Lansing State Journal reporters had
spent several days contacting Ingham
County Health Department and emer-
gency services officials seeking updates
on preparations for the growing number
of people diagnosed with COVID-19, the
illness caused by the new coronavirus.

They also asked officials with the
Barry Eaton District Health Department
and the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department, which serves Clinton, Gra-
tiot and Montcalm counties, why the
counties seemed to be reporting less in-
formation than other counties, particu-
larly those in southeast Michigan.

The Barry Eaton District Health De-
partment has been releasing the num-
ber of positive cases and data on indi-
viduals under monitoring for COVID-19
and officials said that is not likely to
change, said Milea Burgstahler, a com-
munity health promotion specialist
with the department. 

“We are continuously working to no-
tify and educate individuals who may
have been in contact with a confirmed
case in order to prevent further spread
of COVID-19.”

The Mid-Michigan District Health
Department is working on a data map

that will give more detailed information
on coronavirus cases, spokesperson
Leslie Kinnee said.

“We have run into a few roadblocks
but are making steady progress,” she
said. “We hope to be able to start sharing
data soon.”

Hospitals here are not releasing
info on their cases

Lansing area hospitals are not pub-
licly releasing any information on the
number of positive tests and negative
tests at their facilities; how many pa-
tients are hospitalized because of the vi-
rus; or how many patients are being
monitored for the virus.

Elsewhere, particularly in Metro De-
troit, hospitals are sharing more of that
information. Beaumont Health, which
has hospitals in suburban Detroit, does
daily updates on the number of positive
tests, negative tests, pending tests, and
whether people diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 have been hospitalized or sent
home. Henry Ford Health System also
compiles and releases the number of
positive COVID-19 cases, the number of
negative cases and how many patients
are hospitalized because of the virus.

At Sparrow, the numbers are “con-
stantly changing,” said Ilene Cantor, the
hospital’s vice president for marketing
and communications.

“We are working to use all of our re-
sources and capacity to fulfill the needs
of our patients,” she said.

McLaren officials have opted to re-
port all data directly to local health de-
partments and the state.

“To avoid confusion and misinforma-
tion, McLaren will no longer provide
this same or similar data to any media
outlets as it works collaboratively with
all health care providers,” spokesman
Jon Adamy said.

Vail on Friday said her office will con-
tinue to provide updates on the number
of county residents hospitalized with
COVID-19 and will also add the number
of patients who recover from the dis-
ease to its updates.

Contact reporter Megan Banta at
mbanta@lsj.com. Contact reporter
Craig Lyons at 517-377-1047 or ca-
lyons@lsj.com. 

Capacity
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This graph tracks the spread of confirmed
COVID-19 cases in the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department (MMDHD), starting
with the date of the first reported cases in
Michigan and showing data through Monday,
April 6. The bulk of the cases in the jurisdiction
are currently in Clinton County, but the
MMDHD warns that there are many
undiagnosed cases throughout the counties.
(Courtesy MMDHD)

DEATHS REPORTED IN CLINTON, MONTCALM

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
COVID-19 cases continue to rise in the middle of the mitten.
Since Gratiot’s first positive case was discovered on March 27, five more individuals have been diagnosed with
COVID-19. The county now has a total of six confirmed positive cases, according to the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department (MMDHD).
And though Gratiot has not had a COVID-19-related death as of press time on Tuesday, neighboring counties are
not so lucky. Clinton and Montcalm counties, who join Gratiot to make up the MMDHD jurisdiction, each have
reported their first death due to the Novel Coronavirus within the past week.
The MMDHD reported a rapid rise of cases in the jurisdiction on Wednesday, April 1, only hours before the first
death was confirmed. As of the early afternoon that day, the MMDHD reported that Clinton County’s positive
cases had risen quickly to 31, Montcalm’s had doubled overnight to 10, and Gratiot’s had risen as well to three
positive cases.
Since those 44 positive cases in the MMDHD jurisdiction were reported on April 1, the confirmed positive cases
in the area have already more than doubled.
As of press time on Tuesday, Clinton County’s confirmed positive cases had more than doubled, with 73 total
reported, and Montcalm’s had risen substantially to 16, leaving the MMDHD with nearly 100 positive confirmed
cases and counting.
In the April 1 press release announcing the rapid rise in cases, MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham said
that people should assume that the virus is present when they go out in public. He said there is no doubt that
there are several undiagnosed cases yet in the area, and that the number of confirmed positives will continue to

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/covid-19-cases-on-the-rise-in-gratiot-neighboring-counties/2020/04/08/feed/
http://gcherald.com/covid-19-cases-on-the-rise-in-gratiot-neighboring-counties/2020/04/08/covid-mmdhd-data-001/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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rise.
“We really want to stress that even though we are reporting 44 cases in our jurisdiction [as of April 1], we know
there are many, many more cases not yet diagnosed,” he said.
Despite the uptick in cases, MidMichigan Medical Center – Gratiot is not currently facing any critical or
immediate strain on resources. Marita Hattem-Schiffman, regional president of MidMichigan Health – Central
Region, confirmed that as of press time on Tuesday, the medical centers in Gratiot, Mt. Pleasant and Clare were
still “operating well within the parameters of [their] resources.”
The MidMichigan Health system as a whole — including locations in Midland, Alpena, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot,
Mt. Pleasant and West Branch — has tested nearly a thousand individuals for COVID-19 as of Tuesday, up from
689 individuals the week prior.
Of the 996 tests that have been completed throughout the system, 865 came back negative, 44 came back
positive and 87 are awaiting results, according to Millie Jezior, public relations manager for MidMichigan
Health. She said the data about COVID-19 recoveries within the health system is not yet available.
Updated information about how many individuals have tested for COVID-19 in the MMDHD jurisdiction or are
awaiting results was not available at press time.
As the pandemic hits close to home, Hattem-Schiffman continues to ask the community to do their part to slow
the spread. To truly follow social distancing, stay home whenever possible and don’t gather in groups, even if
you stay six feet apart.
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The U.S. economy continues to shed
jobs at a jaw-dropping pace, and there’s
little sign the losses will ease soon. 8A
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LANSING – Terrance Smith didn’t
understand why he couldn’t use his tab-
let to access his digital books and
schoolwork. 

Anisha Smith couldn’t tell her 5-year-
old son she had been struggling to pay
for internet services. The Steak ‘n Shake
where she worked had limited her hours
and deemed her at-risk for exposure to
the new coronavirus because she’s five-
months pregnant. 

“I just ran out of my hotspot,” said
Smith, who lives in south Lansing. “I
have the MetroPCS plan where you get
10 GB of Wi-Fi data and a hotspot where
I can connect an external device.”

Parents across Michigan are shelter-
ing in place while educating their chil-

dren at home, but this doesn’t mean
their children are sharing the same ex-
periences.

The coronavirus outbreak has dis-
proportionately affected the lives of
children from already financially vul-
nerable families, and internet access is
now a resource every school-aged child
needs, but some don’t have. Also on the
list: laptops.

Some school districts distributed
laptops or tablets to students, but oth-
ers didn’t, according to Carmen Turner,
president and CEO of the Boys and Girls
Club of Lansing.

The club and other organizations are
working to help children affected by a
pandemic that has caused economic
disruption, exposed inequalities and af-
fected kids’ mental health. 

“This really is unprecedented,” said
Turner. “Everybody is trying to figure
this out, but what we do know is that
kids are usually the ones who get the
short end of the stick, unfortunately.”

Educating your child without
internet 

Terrance has trouble speaking. 
His speech had improved under the

guidance of speech and occupational
therapists at Averill New Tech Elemen-
tary, where he has attended a pre-K pro-
gram since age 2.

Now that he is learning from home,
Smith is worried about Terrance losing
the progress he made. 

“His speech is starting to revert back
a little,” Smith said. “We’re having a
hard time understanding him. I’m also
not sure if he will go back to (Pre-K) or
kindergarten when school starts again.
Moving him to kindergarten — I think it
could set him up for failure.”

Schools closed last month because of

Lack of internet, health: How pandemic affects kids
Kristan Obeng
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See CHILDREN, Page 4A

Anisha Smith and her son Terrance
COURTESY OF ANISHA SMITH

LANSING – Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer on Thursday extended the
state’s “stay home” order until May 1.

The order, originally handed down
March 23, was initially in effect only
through April 13.

Whitmer announced Thursday she is

extending it through April 30, meaning
it will expire on May 1.

The extended order is also expanded,
imposing more stringent limitations on
stores to reduce foot traffic, slow the
spread of the coronavirus and save
lives, Whitmer said.

The new order bans travel “between
two residences” after Friday, meaning
Michiganders will no longer be legally
permitted to get in the car or even cross

the street to visit friends and neigh-
bors, unless it is covered by a few ex-
ceptions, including caring for a person
or animal in need.

“Michigan has the third-highest
number of COVID-19 cases in the
country, and we’re still on the up-
swing,” Whitmer said. “We must con-
tinue to do everything we can to slow
the spread and protect our families.
Data shows that most Michiganders
are doing their part by staying home
and staying safe. That’s good, but we
must keep it up.”

‘Stay home’ order
extended until May 1
Whitmer’s new order also bans travel
‘between two residences’ after Friday
Paul Egan and Kathleen Gray
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

See ORDER, Page 2A

It was another deadly day in Michi-
gan, with 117 new COVID-19 deaths re-
ported statewide on Thursday plus a
new death each in Ingham and Clinton
counties. 

Ingham County now has four
known COVID-19 deaths, with the
three latest reported this week. 

On Tuesday, the county's Health
Officer Linda Vail announced a man
found dead in his home had tested
positive for the virus postmortem.

Then, the Ingham County Health
Department reported a man's death
Wednesday evening, followed by a
woman's death on Thursday. 

The woman's death has not yet
been included in a statewide tally
which the Michigan Department of
Human Services releases each after-
noon based on what local health de-
partments submit before 10 a.m. that
day.

The two latest deaths in Ingham
County were both African Americans
over 50 with pre-existing conditions,
said Amanda Darche, a spokeswoman
for the Ingham County health depart-
ment.

On Tuesday, the health department
released data showing the rate of
known COVID-19 cases was three
times higher for black Ingham County
residents compared to white resi-
dents.

New Clinton County death
reported

Also not included in the statewide
tally was a Clinton County death re-
ported Thursday evening.

In Clinton County, there are 88
known cases of the virus, five more
since 10 a.m. Wednesday, according to 

COVID-19
numbers
keep
climbing
Ingham, Clinton both
report new deaths 

Sarah Lehr
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See NUMBERS, Page 4A

Michigan State University seniors Austin McMahon, right, and Bill Walker work out in their driveway Wednesday in East
Lansing. The two have created a home exercise system because gyms are closed. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL
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the pandemic, and the state confirmed
on April 2 they wouldn’t reopen this aca-
demic year. 

Leaving the familiar school sur-
roundings where he thrived confused
Terrence and led to tantrums and diffi-
culty concentrating, Smith said. 

“He doesn’t understand why he can’t
go to school,” Smith said. “He is used to a
learning environment with peers.”

Visits from an Averill teacher’s aide
have helped. 

After Smith lost hotspot connectivity
on Monday, she took her son outside for
fresh air and waited while the aide
brought over markers and a workbook,
she said. 

“She is one of my son’s favorite teach-
ers,” Smith said. “He is always happy to
see her. She is helping to make sure he
doesn’t get behind and helps keep him
entertained. She understands. She has
a child the same age as mine.”

Averill leaders know they are not
reaching everyone with the district’s
online resources, so they made sure to
deliver books and magazines to fam-
ilies, according to Principal Paden Stal-
ter. 

“The equity issue around technology
is on our mind as educators,” said Stal-
ter. “We can’t assume families have iPad
and laptops. But most families have
digital devices, such as smartphones.
Even devices like game systems have
access to the internet to reach the curri-
culum.”

Stalter said he is waiting for direction
from district leadership to determine
how to further help families without in-
ternet access. 

“Right now, nothing can be graded,”
Stalter said. “We can’t require families
to get online and complete assignments
until regulations change.”

About 20 percent of the students go-
ing to Post Oak Academy aren’t con-
nected to the internet at home, so the
school has also encouraged reading
books, according to Tracy Ojerio, Post
Oak principal. 

“We have provided information (to
families), so they can reach out,” said
Ojerio. “If families have trouble, there
are paper and pencil materials provided
to families who need it.” 

The financial struggles of families 

Smith has been looking for another
job since Steak ‘n Shake laid her off on
March 18. 

She has experience in retail and as a
janitor, which are essential jobs during
the pandemic. But employment oppor-
tunities for a pregnant woman are
bleak, she said. 

It has also been a challenge for Smith
to apply for unemployment insurance.
She can’t get anyone on the phone and
then the calls drop, she said. Michigan
was slammed with record numbers of
jobless claims in March.

“It has been frustrating,” Smith said.
“We’re doing okay at the moment. I get
food stamps and WIC. And I knew I
could lose my job because of the pan-
demic, so I stocked up on food. But any-
thing we may need or want money for,
we can’t do.”

Child and Family Charities is prepar-
ing to help Lansing-area families who
may have difficulty recovering finan-

cially after the pandemic ends. The
youth-and family-centered nonprofit
hired life coaches to support families
and plans to continue offering rapid re-
housing while subsidizing rent through
grants. 

“When you have people living pay-
check to paycheck in high-risk groups,
then you’re looking at what if they don’t
regain employment,” said Julie Thom-
asma, CEO of Child and Family Chari-
ties. “We are thinking ahead. We know
the climate of the community is going to
change.”

Thomasma added that it may be diffi-
cult to bring in enough money to help
everyone.

Lansing resident Isabel Alvarado has
been taking advantage of community
resources, including those offered by
the Lansing Public School District. 

“I applaud the fact that (the school
district is) offering meals. I took advan-
tage of that,” said Alvarado. “They’ve
provided backpacks with school sup-
plies and have sent me text messages to
keep me updated. They have also sent
out surveys asking what more they can
do.”

As an essential worker at an assisted
living facility, Alvarado is still working,
but her husband is laid off. 

Alvarado has been helping her chil-
dren, a 9-year-old and an 11-month old,
adjust to life during the pandemic, but
she believes their resilience will over-
come the current difficulties. 

“This isn’t something we worried
about growing up,” Alvarado said. “But I
think it will make kids stronger.” 

Coronavirus and mental health 

Carolina Alvarado, a third grader at
Averill, worried about all the things she
would no longer get to do after Michigan
schools closed: Field trips, continuing
her gifted program and playing with
friends. 

Her mother focused on easing her 9-
year-old daughter’s fears to improve her
mental health after the outbreak.

Isabel Alvarado took Carolina out-
side for walks to help shift her focus
elsewhere and promised to make up for
things they couldn’t do when celebrat-
ing Carolina’s birthday under quaran-
tine. 

“I’m open with her about what’s go-
ing on, but I also give her some calm in
the midst of that,” Alvarado said. “I
think they can feed off that and mimic
what they see.”

Community child experts say all the
changes, such as the statewide school
closures in March, could be upsetting
for children on top of everything else
they may be going through, such as
homelessness and poor health condi-
tions or homes where drug and alcohol
abuse occurs. 

“One of my biggest concerns is the
mental health of my kids,” said Turner.
“Many kids that we serve have already
had to deal with trauma and mental
health issues.”

Boys and Girls Club of Lansing staff
began going to children’s homes and do-
ing well-care checks, according to Tur-
ner. 

“Well-care checks consists of fam-
ilies that we may have known of that
was already struggling in one way or an-
other,” Turner said. “So, my staff would
intentionally reach out to those families
just to see if they needed something,
how they were doing, what they needed
and then direct them to the source that

could help them.”
The club’s staff also understands

that not all of the children they serve
has access to the internet and social
media, where they’re offering online
events, reading times and exercise
workouts. So, they distributed books to
children.

“I feel reading to your kids and any
kind of loving one-on-one contact with
your kids helps in their mental health,”
Turner said. “When you think about
reading to your kids, it’s lying in bed
with them comforting them holding
them. A lot of times, that’s your special
time, and it’s not always the adult read-
ing to the kids. It could be vice versa.”

The club also partnered with Child
and Family Charities, which offers men-
tal health services specifically for youth
and families. The nonprofit is now offer-
ing virtual counseling services.

Turner found that just being there for
children during the crisis also helps.

“Our kids are used to the constant
contact with staff,” Turner said. “They
develop a relationship with staff, trust
staff, so things they may not confide in
others, they may feel comfortable and
talking with my staff. They need to feel
that they still have that connection so
that they don’t feel like they’re alone.”

Mental health resource

To learn more about the mental
health resources offered by Child and
Family Charities, contact Lisa at 517-
882-4000 ext. 151.

If the coronavirus outbreak is dispro-
portionately affecting your race or iden-
tity group, contact LSJ reporter Kristan
Obeng at KObeng@lsj.com or 517-267-
1344.

Children
Continued from Page 1A

a Thursday evening update from the
Mid-Michigan District Health Depart-
ment.

Cases of people testing positive for
the virus jumped by 1,158 across Michi-
gan since Wednesday, according to

MDHHS, and in the Lansing area new
cases were in the double digits.

Ingham County reported 228 CO-
VID-19 cases as of 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
an increase of 16 cases compared to
nearly 24 hours before. 

On Thursday, Eaton County reported
two new COVID-19 cases since the day
before at 69 cases total. At least three
people from the county have died after
contracting the virus. 

Also on Thursday, Lansing City
Council voted in a virtual meeting to ex-
tend the mayor's local state of emergen-
cy through April 30. The declaration un-
locks added executive powers and helps
qualify the city for federal disaster-re-
lief funding.

Michigan, too, is operating under a
state of emergency as are myriad local
communities in mid-Michigan, includ-
ing East Lansing. A "stay home, stay

safe," executive order from the governor
was extended Thursday until April 30,
with additional restrictions added.

To prevent coronavirus transmis-
sion, wash your hands frequently and
avoid contact with people outside your
household.

Cover your mouth and nose with a
tissue or the upper part of your sleeve if
you cough or sneeze.

Numbers
Continued from Page 1A

Joe Biden holds an 8-point lead over
President Donald Trump in a head-to-
head match-up for president, according
to a new poll from Quinnipiac Univer-
sity, as the former vice president moves
from likely to presumptive Democratic
nominee.

The poll, released Wednesday, found
Biden is the top choice among 49% of
registered voters and Trump the top
choice of 41%. Biden is boosted by self-
identified independent voters, who
support him over Trump 44%-35%

It’s a slightly tighter race than when a

Quinnipiac Poll in March found Biden
ahead of Trump, 52% to 41%. The small
shift comes as Trump’s job approval rat-
ing has increased from 41% to 45% amid
the coronavirus outbreak.

“It is a small bump, but we’re seeing
not a huge change though overall in this
race,” said Mary Snow, a polling analyst

Quinnipiac, attributing the movement
to the “rally around the flag” effect dur-
ing the coronavirus crisis.

Still, even though the approval rating
is Trump’s highest of his presidency,
Snow noted it’s not a majority. Other na-
tional polls have also shown Trump’s
approval rating tick up during the pan-
demic. “In an election year, in a head-to-
head match-up, the big question is, is
that where it levels off? Is that the big-
gest bump that he will get? Going into
an election year at under 50%, it’s chal-
lenging.”

The poll – a survey of 2,077 self-iden-
tified registered voters conducted
Thursday to Monday with a margin of

error of +/- 2.2 percentage points –
comes as U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders
dropped out of the Democratic primary
but urged his supporters to still back
him in upcoming primaries ahead of the
DNC convention.

A March 27 Fox New poll found Biden
leading Trump 49%-40 while an ABC/
Washington Post the same week had Bi-
den ahead 48%-46%. The Real Clear
Politics average of polls has Biden ahead
by 6.3 percentage points. Biden leads
Trump by 9 points in the Quinnipiac Poll
on the question of who’s better to han-
dle a crisis and by 7 points on health
care, but Trump still leads on who’s best
to handle the economy, by 5 points.

Biden leads Trump by 8 points, poll says
Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

Donald Trump, left, and Joe Biden
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deaths.
The latest death, reported Friday,

was a 52-year-old Eaton County woman
who died on Thursday, according to a
spokeswoman for the Barry-Eaton Dis-
trict Health Department.

Eaton County's case count is at 69
with no new cases reported since
Thursday.

Ingham County cases highest near
Lansing

On Friday afternoon, Ingham County
reported 240 confirmed COVID-19 cases
and a total of 293 people being moni-
tored for the virus. That's 12 new cases
since Thursday evening.

Of the 240 cases, Vail said, 60 have
recovered, meaning they've been symp-
tom-free for 72 hours or it has been sev-
en days since symptoms started, which-
ever is longer. 

Another 23 county residents were
hospitalized, including one person
who's been hospitalized for around a
month and four people who are in the
Intensive Care Unit, she said. 

A zip code analysis for Ingham Coun-
ty shows most of the cases are in the
Lansing area, with the highest frequen-
cy in three zip codes: 48823, 48910 and
48911.

The 48911 zip code, part of Lansing's

Subsequent testing revealed the first
Ingham County resident believed to
have died after contracting COVID-19
likely died of something else, county
Health Officer Linda Vail said Friday.

Meanwhile, Eaton and Clinton coun-
ties each reported a new death on Fri-
day.

Ingham County now reports three
COVID-19 deaths instead of four.

The Ingham County resident was
tested twice before the person died,
with one test negative and one positive,
Vail said during a media briefing Friday
afternoon.

The Michigan Bureau of Laboratories
ran a postmortem test and it confirmed
the negative result, Vail said, adding
that county health department does not
do in-house testing.

The incident highlights fault lines in
rapidly changing data published by the
state health department, as well as the
shortcomings of COVID-19 testing,
which can return both false positives
and false negatives.

“The county and the state strive to
share timely and accurate information
with the public,” Vail said in a state-
ment. “Although great care is taken, the

data is by its very nature preliminary.”
A news releases from the county

points to "other severe pre-existing con-
ditions" as the likely cause of death.

Access to testing remains a major
problem across the nation. Vail has pre-
viously urged people with mild symp-
toms who haven't been tested to self-
isolate under the assumption they have
the virus.

Clinton County is now at 3 deaths

Confirmed cases in Greater Lansing
continue to rise even as testing is lim-
ited. 

Clinton County on Friday reported 90
confirmed cases of the virus, an in-
crease of two since the day before.

Clinton County is now reporting
three deaths. 

The latest, reported Friday, was an el-
derly man, said Leslie Kinnee, a spokes-
woman for the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department.

On Thursday, Clinton County report-
ed the death of an 88-year-old woman
who had not been hospitalized but did
have underlying health issues, accord-
ing to Kinnee.

Eaton County reports 4 deaths

Eaton County now reportsfour

south side, has a larger percentage of
residents in poverty and more African
American residents, Vail said. Those de-
mographics are more susceptible to the
virus, she noted. 

A map of Ingham County cases will
be coming soon, Vail said, but officials
are waiting for more data because dis-
closing a single case per zip code could
present privacy issues. 

While cases continue to increase,
modeling shows the rate of the increase
should slow in some areas of the state as
people follow social distancing orders,
Vail said.

"What that tells us is when we come
out of the stay home, stay safe order and
the sheltering orders, we are going to
have to reopen gradually," Vail said. 

The re-opening process "will not be
everything going back to normal," she
said, adding case counts likely will not
completely diminish until there's a vac-
cine. 

To prevent coronavirus transmis-
sion, wash your hands frequently and
avoid contact with people outside your
household. Cover your mouth and nose
with a tissue or the upper part of your
sleeve if you cough or sneeze.

Contact your health care provider if
you believe you have the virus. Symp-
toms include fever, coughing and short-
ness of breath

COVID-19 deaths higher in Eaton, Clinton 
Sarah Lehr and Megan Banta
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

LANSING – The Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections this week ordered
electronic tethers removed from hun-
dreds of parolees, only to rescind the or-
der a short time later, a department
spokesman confirmed Thursday.

Parole agents were ordered verbally
on Monday and in writing on Tuesday to
remove the electronic monitors from of-
fenders released for a wide range of
crimes, spokesman Chris Gautz said.
Those crimes included home invasion
and possibly homicide, though he

would have to check each case to verify
that, he said.

The exceptions to the tether removal
order were parolees convicted of certain
criminal sexual conduct and stalking
crimes, Gautz said. Those offenders are
required by statute to wear monitors
while on parole, and they continue to do
so, he said.

The order was rescinded Wednesday,
Gautz said. “A decision was made within
the department and it was quickly re-
evaluated and reversed.”

He would not say why the order was
rescinded, except to say that the rever-
sal did not happen because of public
safety concerns raised by Fox 2 Detroit,

which is what the TV station — which
was first to disclose the reversal — re-
ported.

By the time the order was reversed,
some parolees had already had their
tethers removed. “They are all expected
to be placed back on by the end of the
day today,” he said.

The quick reversal of the tether re-
moval order came as the department
grapples with staffing issues during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Gautz told the Free Press on Tuesday
the tethers were being removed to free
up staff time.

“We’re trying to maximize our re-
sources,” Gautz said. “And so the staff

that monitor folks on tether with the
stay-at-home order,” for that portion of
their jobs, “all they’re doing is looking at
screens where they see the person’s
house and see them walking in circles
inside their house. It’s not the best use
of time to have them looking at some-
body walking around in their house.”

Gautz has said the department is
working to speed up paroles amid con-
cerns about the spread of the coronavi-
rus inside Michigan’s prison system.

As of Thursday morning, the depart-
ment reported 305 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 among state prisoners.

Two prisoners with coronavirus had
died as of Wednesday, officials said.

Michigan parolees’ tethers removed, then state reverses 
Paul Egan and Angie Jackson
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK
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unsure. Many considered home births
first, if only briefly, because they feared
exposing themselves and their newborn
babies to COVID-19 at a hospital, and
worried they might be forced to give
birth in one without their partner in the
room.

Their concerns are valid, said Ana
Langer, director of the Women and
Health Initiative at the Harvard School
of Public Health.

“Many unknowns” surround the cor-
onavirus as it relates to pregnant wom-
en, said Langer, a physician who spe-
cializes in pediatrics and neonatology.

“There is no evidence this virus has a
worse impact on pregnant women than
the general population, at least so far,”
she said. “So far the news is good but
there are many, many gaps in our
knowledge.”

Doctors and officials at Sparrow Hos-
pital say they are helping women deliver
their babies safely during the pandemic.
New mothers don’t have to fear giving
birth in hospitals, they said, because
protocols are in place to protect them.

“We will be there,” said Amber
McLean, an OBGYN with Sparrow Med-
ical Group. “We may be in full PPE but
we will still be there for their delivery.
It’s a different time but we still have
their safety and well-being in mind and
want this to be a positive experience for
them.”

Worry vs. reality

What scared Rachel Schneider the
most about having her daughter in a
hospital was arriving to check in and be
screened.

“We were picturing walking into the
hospital amid a sea of people who were
coughing,” she said. “We were scared we
were going to be getting sick just from
going to have our baby.”

There was no crowd when Schneider,
26, and her husband arrived at Sparrow
Hospital late last month.

“Two other people were coming in at
the same time that we were,” she said.

Staff asked them questions and gave
them both face masks and a wristband
indicating they’d been cleared to check
in. The couple went to the hospital’s la-
bor and delivery floor, and never saw
any other patients during their stay.

“We were very well isolated,”
Schneider said. “I was so comforted al-
most immediately. I had no more anxi-
ety about it. I was expecting it to be this
huge ordeal that we never stop talking
about once we were there. The two days
we were in the hospital was the least
worried about (the virus) we’ve been.”

Oakley, her daughter, was born
March 31 and the couple is back at home
in Morrice. Her hospital birth wasn’t the
ordeal she thought it would be and she’s
already reassured a friend who’s ex-
pecting not to be afraid of it.

Allison Geib’s labor and delivery plan
fell through, in part, thanks to Butter-
worth Hospital’s safety protocols. Her
doula couldn’t be in the room with Geib,
33, because the Grand Rapids hospital

limited pregnant patients to one sup-
port person.

“It was just my husband, Eliot, and
me,” she said. Her three other children,
at home in Grand Ledge, couldn’t visit
during their stay.

Giving birth to her daughter, Marga-
ret, at Butterworth on March 28 ended
up being “restful and quiet,” Geib said.
The fear she had before the birth wasn’t
there after Margaret was born.

“Things felt pretty normal,” Geib said
“The nurses definitely wore more pro-
tective gear. I think the hospital was a
lot quieter because there weren’t any
visitors, but the care was great.”

Worry followed Caroline Towler of
East Lansing into Sparrow Hospital,
and lingered during her labor, but on
April 5 she gave birth to Juniper, her
third child, and says now her worries
were worse than reality.

“I was super nervous about it,” Tow-
ler said. “I was worried I would have to
wait in line to get screened while I was in
labor, that I would catch something
from the unit, that my baby could get
sick, and that we may not get the care
we needed.”

Instead she said hospital staff wore
protective equipment, offered comfort
and answered questions during her
stay.

“The anxiety started to go away right
after I had her,” Towler said.

Hospitals have protocols and
promise safety for moms, babies

Just over 300 babies were born at
Sparrow Hospital in March. Those num-
bers align with births recorded at the
hospital in March of 2019, according to
Kathy Marble, director of Women and
Children Services at Sparrow. She said
the hospital hasn’t seen a decline in
women giving birth since COVID-19 ar-
rived in Michigan.

The hospital is a safe place to give
birth, she said, and doctors need to
communicate that to pregnant patients.

“Women do have concerns,” Marble
said. “It’s that there’s so much out there
about COVID and the scare of it. Pa-

tients need to know this a safe environ-
ment.”

Women who give birth at Sparrow
during the pandemic are screened when
they arrive, Marble said. 

They can be accompanied by one
support person during their stay, sub-
ject to their screening, and that person
is strongly encouraged to stay at the
hospital until the patient is discharged.
Exceptions are made, but when a sup-
port person reenters the hospital they
are rescreened.

Pregnant mothers and their support
person are given masks to wear, Marble
said, and staff wear personal protective
equipment “from head to toe” at the
hospital.

“In my 37 years of nursing I have nev-
er experienced something like this ever,”
she said. “This is causing us to think dif-
ferently. It’s causing us to do things dif-
ferently while doing them safely. From
the second they are in their room the
people coming in to take care of them
are completely covered.”

Caring for moms positive for virus 

There are protocols in place for preg-
nant patients who test positive for the
virus or who show indications of having
it. In those cases a baby would remain in
the neonatal intensive care unit until
the mother recovers, Marble said.

“We haven’t had a positive yet,” she
said. “We’ve had a rule out where (it
was) suspected.”

“Newborns of positive women have
had the virus but it isn’t known if they
got it in the womb or after birth,” Har-
vard’s Langer said.

Studies are still being conducted to
determine if babies carried by women
who are COVID-19 positive are more
likely to have birth defects, Langer said,
but no conclusions have been reached.

Still, Langer said women planning to
give birth at a hospital have real con-
cerns, and they should ask questions of
their health care providers about proto-
cols.

“They are very valid,” she said. “Preg-
nant woman and postpartum women
may not be at higher risk but they are at
risk for contracting the virus if a hospi-
tal doesn’t have protocols in place to
protect them.”

Women should share their concerns
with their provider before the birth,
Langer said, and “not at the moment of
labor.”

“They need reassurance from the
hospital of how they’ll avoid the expo-
sure to the virus,” she said.

Midwife sees increase in calls
from expectant mothers

Connie Perkins, a registered midwife,
said coronavirus anxiety is causing the
increase in phone calls she’s received in
the last month from expectant mothers
considering home birth.

Perkins, who serves on the Michigan
Midwives Association Board of Direc-
tors, founded Red Cedar Birth and Bo-
tanicals in Lansing’s REO Town in 2013.

Her business cares for 24 to 30 pa-
tients a year, and staff oversee between
two and six home births each month. On
average home births account for about

1% of births in Michigan, Perkins said,
and women who reach out during the
pandemic are often told they are not a
good candidate for home birth.

“Many of the women calling are not
good candidates for it,” she said.

High-risk or first-time pregnancies
are not ideal for home birth, she said,
and she often advises women not to
change their birth plans in the eleventh
hour of their pregnancy.

“We do have folks who transfer late to
care even during non-pandemic times,
because a hospital is not a good fit,” Per-
kins said. “For some folks that’s a switch
they can make late in their pregnancy
and for others it seems like it’s more dif-
ficult.”

Others can’t afford it, she said, be-
cause their insurance won’t cover some
or all of the costs. Those costs vary, but
most midwives in the area charge be-
tween $3,000 and $4,000 for home
birth care, which includes prenatal, la-
bor and delivery and postpartum ser-
vices, Perkins said.

“A lot of those folks really just needed
someone to talk with,” Perkins said.
“The good majority of them decided
they wanted to stick with their hospital
birth.”

‘Don’t be afraid’

Bouvier’s fears lingered as she pre-
pared to check in at Sparrow.

Her son, Owen, was born early Friday
morning and Bouvier said everything
went well at the hospital.

“Everyone wore a mask and gloves,”
she said in a text message Friday after-
noon. “The screening process for enter-
ing the hospital was very simple and
quick. The hospital was very empty ...
kind of eerie ... but it made me feel safe.”

Marble said doctors and nurses need
to send to anxious mothers a clear mes-
sage.

“We are a safe place to come and have
your baby,” she said. “We have the very
best physicians and nurses. We have the
neonatal intensive care unit, an added
support for babies too.”

Geib looked into home birth before
giving birth to her daughter, but decided
against it. Past pregnancy complica-
tions convinced her a hospital was still
the safest place to labor, pandemic or
not.

Now at home, she and her family are
bonding with Margaret and isolating to-
gether. 

When Margaret grows up, her par-
ents will have a unique story to tell her
about her birth, Geib said.

“It is a fearful time but I don’t want to
live in fear,” she said. “This is her special
story. I think the only thing I’m really
sad about is people not being able to
come meet her … so that does feel like a
little bit of a diminishment, but at the
same time we’re enjoying her at home
because it’s just us right now. We’ve
been able to bond with her as a family.”

Her advice for women headed to the
hospital to deliver?

“Just focus on meeting your baby. It’s
a wonderful and beautiful time. Try to
enjoy it and don’t be afraid.”

Contact Rachel Greco at rgre-
co@lsj.com. Follow her on Twitter
@GrecoatLSJ.

Birth
Continued from Page 1A

Allison Geib of Grand Ledge holds her
newborn daughter, Margaret, who was
born March 28 at Butterworth Hospital
in Grand Rapids. “This is her special
story,” Geib said of Margaret’s birth
during the pandemic. PHOTO COURTESY 

OF ALLISON GEIB

First District.
“Part of our ongoing investigation is

going to be an autopsy and toxicology
reports,” he said.

He estimated results will be re-
turned in three to six weeks.

Lansing Police Department has a
history of inmates dying in lockup or in
the hospital after being held in the fa-
cility, according to lawsuits and State
Journal reports.

Joseph Manning, 23, died in a hos-
pital a week after attempting suicide in
a jail cell in 2017.

Jessica Spalding, 24, died of an in-
fection after she was held in the city’s
lockup and Eaton and Ingham county
jails. 

In 2015, Christopher Phillips died
after a “medical episode” in the lockup,
according to a lawsuit filed against the
city and five detention officers in 2017.

In 1996, Edward Swans died after
being restrained by police.

In 1992, Richard Vine died because
he had swallowed windshield wiper
fluid, and officers reportedly thought
he was sleeping and drunk on alcohol.

Contact Carol Thompson at (517)
377-1018 or ckthompson@lsj.com. 

Detention
Continued from Page 1A

“Part of our ongoing investigation
is going to be an autopsy and
toxicology reports.”

MSP Lt. Brian Oleksyk

LANSING – Ten new cases of the
coronavirus were identified in the Lan-
sing area in the last day, according to
the latest updates from state and local
health departments.

All of the new cases were Ingham
County residents, the mid-Michigan
county hit hardest by COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus.

In its Saturday update, the Ingham
County Health Department reported
250 residents have tested positive for
the coronavirus. Three have died, 25
are hospitalized, 60 have recovered
and 304 are being monitored for their
symptoms.

Saturday coronavirus figures were
unchanged in Eaton County, where 71
people are confirmed to have contract-
ed the virus and four people have died,
according to the Barry-Eaton District
Health Department’s Saturday up-
date.

Forty-two people in the county have
recovered from the disease, which
means they were released from isola-
tion because their symptoms have im-
proved, do not have fevers and suffi-
cient time has passed since symptoms
began.

The Mid-Michigan District Health
Department, which serves Clinton,
Montcalm and Gratiot counties, had
identified 90 cases of COVID-19 in Clin-
ton County on Friday. Three people in
the county had died of the disease.

In Michigan, 23,993 people have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 as of Saturday.
Of them, 1,392 people have died.

The Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services posts daily up-
dates about coronavirus cases and
deaths at Michigan.gov/coronavirus.
Those numbers often are different from
local health departments’ figures be-
cause of lag-time in the reporting proc-
ess and other issues.

The coronavirus is a highly conta-
gious virus that spreads from close per-
sonal contact and contact with infected
services. Symptoms of COVID-19, the
disease caused by the coronavirus, in-

clude fever, coughing and shortness of
breath. 

Michigan residents are ordered to
stay home unless they are conducting
essential, life-saving or life-sustaining
business like grocery shopping or work-
ing in certain fields, like health care and
law enforcement. 

People who develop symptoms
should isolate themselves from others
within and outside their households.
Those who develop severe symptoms,
live in institutional settings, have un-
derlying health conditions, are health
care workers or first responders or are
over 65 are prioritized for testing.

People who suspect they have coro-
navirus should call clinics before they
arrive for testing or medical care.

Contact Carol Thompson at (517) 377-
1018 or ckthompson@lsj.com. Follow her
on Twitter @thompsoncarolk.

10 new cases in Ingham County
Total number of positive
tests increases to 250 

Carol Thompson
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Sparrow Hospital staff wave to motorists honking horns and waving during a
parade of cars in a show of support April 4. ROBERT KILLIPS/LANSING STATE JOURNAL
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Virtual support  

Addiction support meetings are available 24 hours a day online 

By Karen Bota | on April 15, 2020  

Abiding by the mandatory stay-at-home order due to the coronavirus pandemic is stressful for everyone. For those in 

recovery — especially those newly in recovery — maintaining sobriety while not being able to get out of the house to 

attend meetings can feel overwhelming. 

 
Patricia Wentworth 

Fortunately, the sobriety community created online support groups years ago, and it’s a great way to attend meetings 

virtually while having to stay home physically, according to Patricia Wentworth, a peer recovery coach for addiction 

at The Right Door for Hope, Recovery and Wellness in Ionia. 

“There are chatrooms, Messenger, Zoom — a variety of ways you can enter a meeting. It will say on the site what 

time it opens,” Wentworth said. “You have to be savvy on the internet, but most people are these days.”  

Much of the online support community that has been around a while is affiliated with the national organizations of 

Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous, Al-Anon and more, according to Meg Mullendore, executive director 

of the Montcalm Alano Club (MAC), a nonprofit organization in Greenville that provides an alcohol and drug-free 

environment where support meetings and special events are held.  

The MAC is currently closed for business, but it is helping to promote local addiction support groups that have been 

moving online.  

“Due to the situation of not being able to meet in a group, and since Zoom has been introduced, there’s been an 

uptick,” Mullendore said. “It’s too important to have those meetings to share and discuss what’s going on. A lack of 

social interaction can really harm them in recovery because it’s so important for them.” 

As soon as Mullendore and the MAC Board anticipated the building’s closure as a nonessential business due to the 

governor’s executive order, they started to explore other options and they were ready to go online before the first 

order came out.  

 
Meg Mullendore 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/kbota/


 

But even if they could remain open, they knew their space wasn’t large enough to permit people to sit 6 feet apart, and 

they weren’t in the position to limit the size of groups to 10. Some groups meeting at the MAC have 25 attendees. 

“As the MAC, we felt it best to shut the doors. Right now is a horrible time to tell people you can’t congregate. It’s so 

essential to go to a meeting and be held accountable by other people in the meeting,” Mullendore said. “My heart 

breaks for them simply because I fear some of them are going to relapse, and that’s heartbreaking.” 

Mullendore said she is promoting the meetings on the MAC Facebook page (facebook.com/montcalmalanoclub) and 

local community partners are sharing the information as well. She said the online meetings seem to be going well. 

Participants can choose meetings where they have the option to join with video and audio or just audio. They have to 

decide what they want from the experience, according to Wentworth. They can be heard and not seen if they wish, 

which is different from an in-person meeting. This can be a preferred way for someone who is hesitant about trying 

out a meeting, or a person who has a dual diagnosis of mental illness and a substance use disorder. 

“They can pass (their turn) and just listen. They don’t have to say something, but they can sit and learn. It’s been 

effective for the introvert,” Wentworth said. “Or, you have a mental health illness and you can’t go out of the house 

yet you want to be in recovery. (Online meetings) are just a necessity now.” 

On the other hand, online support meetings potentially create the same hazards as any other online gathering. Unless 

it’s a local group facilitated by a gatekeeper, like the ones associated with MAC, the other participants are likely 

unfamiliar, so Wentworth suggests using caution about sharing personal information. 

“You don’t know what you’re going to get,” she said. “I advise you don’t give any personal information out — not 

your last name, city, address or phone number.” 

Mullendore said group leaders are careful with Zoom meetings for that reason. 

 
John Kroneck 

“With Zoom it requires an email and a code and an invitation, which is good because of hackers,” she said. “We’ve 

been pretty cautious about that.” 

Beyond virtual meetings, another benefit to so many groups and organizations being online is that there are now a 

vast number of resources available to read online. Not only will participants learn, but passing some time in this way 

may help in a moment of frustration or sadness when someone might be tempted to relapse. Wentworth used this 

technique one Saturday when she was having a bad day. 

“No relapse, I just was feeling terrible. I got online and researched anxiety and depression, I read a couple of articles, 

and by the time I was done, I felt better. I got out of my head,” she said. “It’s amazing what’s out there.” 

As useful as online support meetings are, Wentworth predicts they will never replace in-person gatherings. 

“I’ve come to hear that people miss going to a meeting with that interaction with a group of people that get where 

they’re coming from,” she said. “I think that as soon as we get done with this (stay-at-home order), they’re going to 

be done with online and return to face-to-face meetings, with the camaraderie with people that have walked their 

shoes.”  

Some people are more comfortable online, but it’s a different experience than meeting in person, noted John Kroneck, 

a substance use disorder supervisor for the Mid-Michigan District Health Department.  

“For me, there is something powerful about being in the presence of another person. When sharing my story it’s nice 

to feel the other person connecting. I see their actions, I feel the other person, I hear a voice that says, ‘I get it, I 

understand,’” Kroneck said. “For me, face to face is a more powerful way to do it.”  

http://facebook.com/montcalmalanoclub


 

Geoffrey Jones, a minister and former clinical social worker who co-founded the MAC and is in recovery himself, 

agrees. There is the element of a person-to-person connection that he doesn’t think can happen online. Jones 

mentioned a quote: “God reaches out through the long heart of a friend.” 

“That’s what happens when you’re there for a while, you make friends. They know something about you because 

they’ve been there before,” Jones said. “I have walked into these meetings where people probably know me better 

than I know myself.”Online meetings won’t be replacing the meetings held in person at the MAC. As soon as they 

can open back up for meetings, they will, Mullendore said. 

But for now, when the option is online or nothing, the online option makes it easier than ever to seek help. No one is 

ever alone, Mullendore said. There are meetings 24 hours a day online. 

“And anybody locally that’s struggling can reach out via the MAC Facebook page, and one of the chairs will get back 

with them,” she added. 

Wentworth has been sober for eight years. She recognizes that some people, like those she works within the Ionia 

Treatment and Sobriety Court who are in early sobriety, from zero to one year, are struggling. She lets them know 

that everybody is having a hard time right now, whether they have a substance use issue or not.  

“I try to normalize the situation, so substance use doesn’t become the avenue to deal with it. Given the substance use 

person’s mind, we will use something to relapse. Of course, COVID-19 is my perfect opportunity,” she said. “If you 

normalize it — this is what’s going on in life right now, it doesn’t become an excuse to use. That’s been very 

powerful in people I serve.” 

Kroneck agrees. Being in recovery is one of the additional stressors caused by social distancing, but it’s not “an 

anchor on them,” he said. 

“We’re social beings. Now we can’t, and the distancing piece is counter-intuitive to human nature,” Kroneck said. 

“Whether you’re in recovery or not, it’s important to make an effort to connect with somebody.”  

Wentworth’s advice is the same, whether someone is struggling in recovery or simply struggling. 

“What I would hope for everybody is you’re having a rough time, having a rough day, reach out and ask for help,” 

she said. “When we’re feeling very low, it’s hard to reach out and ask for help. But do it.” 

  

FREE ONLINE MEETINGS, VIRTUAL PLATFORMS AND RESOURCES 

• 12 Steps.org (12step.org/social/online-meeting-calendar/): Listing of online 12-step meetings on various platforms. 

• AA Grapevine (aagrapevine.org/we-are-here-to-help): Free access for a limited period to the 2020 Grapevine 

(January through May) and La Viña (Jan/Feb through May/June) print issues. 

• Adult Children of Alcoholics (adultchildren.org/quick-search/?audiobt=Click+Here): Phone and online Meetings. 

• Al-Anon Electronic Meetings (al-anon.org/al-anon-meetings/electronic-meetings/): This forum and recovery chat 

room for Narcotics Anonymous members features voice chat, Skype, and text chat meetings connecting people from 

around the world. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous Online Intergroup (aa-intergroup.org/directory.php): Listing of online meetings from AA 

Intergroup. 

• Bridge Club Virtual Meetings (jointempest.co/bridge-club-events?tag=Virtual%20Events): Meetings that are 

specifically focused on women and LGBTQIA+ folks who are sober or interested in sobriety. 

• Cocaine Anonymous (ca-online.org) 

• Families Anonymous Virtual Meetings (familiesanonymous.org/meetings/virtual-meetings): Online meetings for 

parents, grandparents, siblings, spouses, significant others, other family members and friends of those with a current, 

suspected or former drug problem. 

• In The Rooms, Online Meetings (intherooms.com/home/): An online platform supporting a wide range of 12-step 

and non-12 step meetings. 

• Life Ring Recovery (lifering.org/online-meetings): Listing of online meetings. 

• Montcalm Alano Club (facebook.com/montcalmalanoclub): Visit for an updated list of local meetings on Zoom. 

• Montcalm County Recovery and Integrated Services of Care (montcalmrisc.org/): Recovery resources. 

• My Recovery (myrecovery.com/online-meeting/): Online 12-step meetings. 

• Nar-Anon (naranon.com/board/viewforum.php?f=1): Look in “Topics.” 

• Narcotics Anonymous (na.org/meetingsearch/): Listing of online meetings provided by NA. 

http://steps.org/
http://12step.org/social/online-meeting-calendar/
http://aagrapevine.org/we-are-here-to-help
http://adultchildren.org/quick-search/?audiobt=Click+Here
http://al-anon.org/al-anon-meetings/electronic-meetings/
http://aa-intergroup.org/directory.php
http://ca-online.org/
http://familiesanonymous.org/meetings/virtual-meetings
http://intherooms.com/home/
http://lifering.org/online-meetings
http://facebook.com/montcalmalanoclub
http://montcalmrisc.org/
http://myrecovery.com/online-meeting/
http://naranon.com/board/viewforum.php?f=1
http://na.org/meetingsearch/


 

• NMSAS Recovery Center (nmsasrecoverycenter.org): Is presenting virtual conversations about recovery with a 

variety of speakers from Michigan and beyond. These “Virtually Inspired Recovery” conversations are an opportunity 

to learn, connect with others, share resources, and offer support, each weekday afternoon, from noon to 1 p.m. For 

more information and instructions on how to connect to the meeting, visit bit.ly/3evscq6. 

• Refuge Recovery Online Meetings (refugerecovery.org/meetings?tsml-day=any&tsml-region=online-english): 

Listing of daily online meetings. 

• Smart Recovery (smartrecovery.org/community/calendar.php and smartrecovery.org/smart-recovery-toolbox/smart-

recovery-online/): Message board, chat room, online meetings, and online library. • Sober Grid (sobergrid.com): A 

free online social networking platform for people in recovery. Available in mobile app stores. 

• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (samhsa.gov): Search for treatment options and many 

other resources. 

• The Temper (thetemper.com/online-recovery-meetings-groups/): An online publication/site that explores life 

through the lens of sobriety, addiction, and recovery. Includes links to resources. 

PHONE CONTACTS 

• Michigan 211: Dial 211. An easy way to connect with help of all kinds. 

• Montcalm Care Network Crisis Line: 800-377-0974 

• The Right Door for Hope, Recovery and Wellness Crisis Line: 888-527-1790 

• SAMHSA National Helpline: 800-662-HELP (4357) 

• Wedgwood Christian Services: (616) 255-6334 

• Transitions Counseling Services: (616) 754-9420 

• North Kent Guidance: (616) 754-2364 

• Community Hope: (616) 225-8220 

• Cherry Health Leonard Street (Grand Rapids) Counseling Center: (616) 954-1991 

• Arbor Circle: (616) 459-7215 (Grand Rapids) 

• Alternative Counseling Center: (989) 831-9111 

• Belle Tower Group: (616) 835-9292 

 

http://nmsasrecoverycenter.org/
http://refugerecovery.org/meetings?tsml-day=any&tsml-region=online-english
http://smartrecovery.org/community/calendar.php
http://smartrecovery.org/smart-recovery-toolbox/smart-recovery-online/
http://smartrecovery.org/smart-recovery-toolbox/smart-recovery-online/
http://sobergrid.com/
http://samhsa.gov/
http://thetemper.com/online-recovery-meetings-groups/
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Demonstrators drove thousands of
vehicles – many draped with protest
signs – to Michigan’s state Capitol
Wednesday, loudly protesting Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s stay-at-home or-
der intended to fight the coronavirus
pandemic. 

Police watched as horns honked and
commercial and private vehicles from
around the state jammed Capitol Ave-
nue and other streets surrounding
Michigan’s seat of government. 

“Liberty once lost is lost forever,”
read a sign draped across a commercial
van. “Security without liberty is called
prison,” read another, stretched across
the Capitol’s front lawn. “Recall Whitm-
er,” a third sign said.

Organizers said they expected thou-
sands of vehicles, and those projections
appeared accurate.

Lt. Darren Green of the Michigan
State Police estimated several thousand
cars were part of the demonstration,
with 100 to 150 people on the Capitol
lawn. Green said traffic was backed up
for more than a mile around the Capitol 

PROTEST AT THE CAPITOL

‘I’M JUST READY TO
GO BACK TO WORK’ 

Traffic headed toward the Michigan State Capitol is backed up along Capitol Avenue in Lansing, where hundreds rallied
against Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s stay-at-home order Wednesday. 

Thousands converge on Lansing
to protest Whitmer’s stay home order

Protesters around the Michigan State Capitol building in Lansing on
Wednesday. PHOTOS BY MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Paul Egan and Kara Berg 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

See PROTEST, Page 4A

Seventeen residents and two staff-
ers at an assisted-living facility near
DeWitt have tested positive for CO-
VID-19, and four of those residents
have died, health officials said.

The Mid-Michigan District Health
Department said all group activities at
Gunnisonville Meadows Senior As-
sisted Living have been canceled, and
the residents who tested positive for
the disease are isolated in their rooms.
The two staffers who tested positive
are self-quarantined at their homes.

“(Facility staff) took extensive mea-
sures to prevent this virus from infect-
ing their residents and staff, but unfor-
tunately, it still made its way into their
facility,” Sarah Doak, MMDHD’s com-
munity health and education director,
said in a news release.

“It’s evident that COVID-19 can
spread quickly within a medically vul-
nerable population and cause severe
illness and death. That is why it’s so
important for everyone to stay home.”

Clinton County on Wednesday re-
ported its fifth death from COVID-19,
the disease caused by the new corona-
virus. It was not immediately clear if
the latest death involved a resident at
the assisted-living center.

Ingham County also reported its
fifth death from the pandemic, bring-
ing the area’s total number of deaths to
15. 

The Ingham County death involved
a man in his mid-60s who had serious
underlying medical issues, Health Of-
ficer Linda Vail said.

State health officials reported 153
new deaths on Wednesday, bringing
the state’s death toll to 1,921. The total
number of cases grew by 1,058 for a to-
tal of 28,059.

The tri-county area added 14 cases
on Wednesday as the number of new
positive tests continued to moderate,
both in the Lansing area and state-
wide.

Henry Ford Health System and
Beaumont Health, both in southeast-
ern Michigan, reported another drop
in COVID-19 patients.

“While the number of deaths is
higher today, all the data we’re seeing
from the hospitals continues to go a 

4 deaths
at senior
facility
reported
13 other residents, 2
staffers test positive 

Ken Palmer
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See SENIOR FACILITY, Page 4A

Weather

High 42° ❚ Low 28°
Chilly with clouds. 
Forecast, 4C
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The Marijuana Regulatory Agency
has cut a major supply chain of pot to
the recreational market.

The agency has issued an order say-
ing that recreational marijuana retail-
ers can no longer buy cannabis prod-
ucts produced by caregivers, the net-
work of growers who have been grow-
ing pot since medical marijuana
became legal in 2008.

These growers account for roughly
60% of the medical and recreational
marijuana being sold in licensed shops
across Michigan. They were supposed
to be able to continue to supply both
the medical and recreational side of
the market until Oct. 1, a time period
the state said was designed to give li-
censed growers a cushion of time to
grow and harvest enough pot to feed
both the medical and recreational
markets.

But the MRA, in an abrupt bulletin
last week, said only the medical side of
the market can now buy and sell care-
giver product.

“Effective April 8, 2020, the MRA
will not permit caregiver-produced or
derived product to enter the adult-use
market,” the bulletin read.

The action comes after at least one
large licensed grower flooded the mar-
ket with more than 5,000 pounds of
caregiver marijuana flower in the last
month, said several sources who track
the marijuana that becomes available
for sale.

That much pot is far more than one
caregiver is allowed to grow. Each ca-
regiver can grow up to 72 plants for up
to six medical marijuana cardholders.
The excess amounts that the care-
givers have grown has been used to
supplement the supply of legal weed
for the medical and recreational mar-
kets.

The decision is a boon to the big li-
censed growers in the state, who are
hoping to squeeze out the competition
from caregivers who don’t have the
same overhead costs as licensed grow-
ers, said Paul Samways, a Brighton-
based accountant who specializes in
the cannabis industry.

But the decision also means the
move will result in critical shortages of
legal weed for adult recreational use,
at least until the licensed growers can
produce and harvest enough legal
weed to feed the market.

“What this is going to do is put a
crimp in the supply for recreational
marijuana,” said Samways. “If rec ever
gets enough supply to meet the de-
mand, then the medical market will
fall off.”

Michigan
recreational pot
supply chain cut
Kathleen Gray
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

in several directions.
“They’re doing a pretty good job of

maintaining social distance,” Green
said. “They’re being respectful and not
causing any issues at all.”

Still, many on the sidewalks were
passing close to each other, and most
were not wearing masks. Most of the
police officers around the demonstra-
tion were also not wearing masks.

The Michigan State Police and the
Lansing Police Department had only
reported one arrest by 3 p.m. One dem-
onstrator was arrested on suspicion of
assaulting another protester near the
corner of Capitol and Michigan, Green
said. There were no injuries, he said.

Though demonstrators appeared to
want to keep one lane of Capitol Ave-
nue open for a brief time, all lanes of
both that major street and Allegan Av-
enue were mostly at a standstill.. 

According to photographs posted
on social media and other reports, at
least one ambulance was brought to a
stop in traffic on Grand Avenue, close
to a nearby Lansing hospital. The traf-
fic jam extended east on Michigan Av-
enue from the Capitol to beyond Penn-
sylvania Avenue, with idling cars lined
up in front of a Sparrow Health System
hospital.

John Foren, a spokesman for Spar-
row Health Systems, said there had
been no issues with ambulances being
unable to access hospital entrances.

“So far they have not disrupted
things, as far as I’ve been told,” Foren
said early Wednesday afternoon, ref-
erencing entrances to the hospital on
Michigan.

However, there were concerns
about ambulances being tied up or po-
tentially delayed on their way to the
hospital, he said.

Traffic began to flow again about
1:30 p.m., though tie-ups continued in
spots, and many vehicles were still
headed in the direction of the Capitol.

Justin Heyboer of Alto, an owner of
Wildwood Family Farms, said his fam-
ily has been in business for four gener-
ations and the order is financially crip-
pling on several fronts. The company
does landscaping, has greenhouses,

hosts weddings and has a liquor license,
he said.

“This is our busiest time of year,” said
Heyboer, who drove to Lansing for the
demonstration dubbed “Operation
Gridlock” because organizers said they
wanted to gain attention by tying up
traffic.

“I’d rather die from the coronavirus
than see a generational company be
gone.”

Heyboer later said he feels very
strongly about the stay-home order but
wished he had chosen different words to
express that.

Despite the large protest, many
Michigan residents have voiced support
for the stay home order, and compliance
has been strong.

Mary Ducker, a retired registered
nurse who lives in Ypsilanti, said she
was disgusted by the protest.

“Please do not make it look like the
entire state believes what this handful
of ... people do!” she said in an email.

Zack Pohl, Whitmer’s communica-
tions director, tweeted a series of sup-
portive statements Wednesday from
health care professionals.

“There is no question the governor’s
order and response by Michiganders
has slowed the spread of COVID-19.”
Henry Ford Allegiance Health CEO Pau-
la Autry said in one of those statements.

Meshawn Maddock, a board member
of the Michigan Conservative Coalition,
the nonprofit group that organized the
protest, said the demonstration should
send a strong message to the governor
that it is time to allow Michiganders to
return to work, in cases where they can
do so safely.

“All of these people still have to go
home to the sober reality that they don’t
have income coming in,” Maddock said.
“It’s heartbreaking.”

Maddock said the rising curve of CO-
VID-19 infections has already been flat-
tened, and it is time to get Michigan
back to work and recreation, especially
in areas of the state that have been less
hard-hit.

State infection numbers appeared to
flatten somewhat going into last week-
end, but both infection and death num-
bers were up again on Tuesday, and an-
other 1,058 cases and 153 deaths were
reported Wednesday. Health officials
have recently expressed cautious opti-
mism but have added that it is too soon

to say that the infection has reached its
peak in Michigan.

Maddock said the order has wide-
ranging effects, including creating diffi-
culties obtaining medical treatment for
those with non-coronavirus related
medical problems.

“It feels like the governor is doing this
more almost like a publicity stunt,”
Maddock said. “It also feels like she’s
mocking Michiganders.”

Whitmer has been criticized by Re-
publicans for making numerous nation-
al TV appearances during the pandem-
ic, which have included criticism of the
response to the pandemic by the ad-
ministration of Republican President
Donald Trump. Laura Cox, the chair-
woman of the Michigan Republican Par-
ty, has accused Whitmer, who is a na-
tional co-chair of former Vice President
Joe Biden’s Democratic presidential
campaign, of auditioning for a spot as
his running mate.

Whitmer has rejected those allega-
tions, saying she is driven by scientific
data and the advice of health profes-
sionals and is focused on saving lives.
She has noted that Michigan has the
third-highest number of coronavirus
deaths in the nation and that in the ab-
sence of adequate testing, social dis-
tancing is the most effective way of
slowing the spread. She also said that
each national TV appearance has result-
ed in more help for Michigan in obtain-
ing needed supplies such as ventilators
and surgical masks.

The governor has also said that the
demonstration does not violate the
stay-at-home order, but she called on
Wednesday’s protesters to act safely so
as not to increase the infection rate or
put first responders at risk.

Whitmer declared a state of emer-
gency in Michigan on March 10 and an-
nounced a “stay-at-home” order March
23 that directed residents to stay inside,
except for essential purposes, and told
businesses deemed nonessential to
stop calling employees in to work. Last
week, she extended that order until May
1, while imposing tougher restrictions
on nonessential travel and some retail
outlets.

“This is a hard time, but the good
news is that the vast majority of people
in our state are doing the right thing and
... it’s working,” Whitmer said at a news
conference Wednesday.

Protest
Continued from Page 1A

Rallygoers protest against Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer's stay-at-home order Wednesday, April 15, 2020, in
downtown Lansing, Mich. at the State Capitol. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

positive direction,” Detroit Mayor
Mike Duggan said. “The number of pa-
tients are down and the number of pa-
tients on ventilators are down signifi-
cantly.”

Vail said the number of new infec-
tions is “definitely on a downward
trend.” The highest daily increase –
nearly 2,000 cases – came in early
April, she said.

“They are gradually getting lower,”
she said. “Today’s number is compara-
ble to what we saw on March 30, when
we were on the way up.”

Gunnisonville Meadows has 20
beds in one building and six at an ad-
jacent facility on East Clark Road, near
Wood Road, according to the center’s
website.

In response to the COVID-19 cluster,
staff have closed all communal spaces,
quarantined residents in their rooms
and barred all “non-essential visitors,”
among other measures, officials said.

“The staff took aggressive steps to
mitigate the virus, however despite
our best efforts at exhaustive precau-
tions, COVID-19 demonstrated it could
still invade a fully prepared building,”
co-owner Tim Brannan said in the
news release.

“The virus showed you cannot pre-
pare enough to safeguard your resi-
dents and staff – our Gunnisonville
family.”

The Associated Press contributed to
this report.

Contact Ken Palmer at (517) 377-
1032 or kpalmer@lsj.com. Follow him
on Twitter @KBPalm_lsj. 

Senior facility
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – Days after Wash-
ington Gov. Jay Inslee tweeted criti-
cism of the Trump administration’s
handling of the coronavirus outbreak,
his chief of staff got a call from an aide
to Mike Pence asking if Inslee could
meet with the vice president.

When Inslee’s office agreed Pence
would fly to his state the next day, the
aide had to run because Pence was
talking to reporters and wanted to an-
nounce the trip in the next 30 seconds. 

The eagerness of Pence, a former
Indiana governor, to reach out to
states’ chief executives – including
those who have gotten crosswise with
the administration – was likewise ap-
parent in a later comment he made to
Inslee.

“We’re governors and we under-
stand this,” David Postman, Inslee’s
chief of staff, recalls Pence saying.

The vice president’s natural kinship
with governors has helped him pull off
the rare feat of pleasing both his boss
and those his boss has attacked.

“He gets along with people, I think,
much better than I do,” President Don-
ald Trump said last week. “Mike can put
up with things that – sometimes I say,
‘It’s amazing that he can put up with it.’ ”

Pence hasn’t always been able to de-
liver everything requested by gover-
nors, who have been frustrated by as-
pects of the federal government’s re-
sponse to the biggest crisis most of
them will ever face. But Pence is getting
high marks for serving as a liaison.

It’s a role he has embraced through
regular conversations with governors in
which he offers help navigating the bu-
reaucracy and fields requests for more
resources. 

“He’s been really helpful and en-
gaged,” said Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer, one of the other Democrats
whom the president has criticized and
said Pence shouldn’t deal with.

There are still plenty of frustrations
with the federal government’s response.

Governors have complained of test-
ing and equipment shortages. They’ve
pushed for stronger implementation of
a wartime powers act to increase pro-

duction of ventilators, testing supplies
and personal protective equipment.
And they’ve repeatedly urged a more co-
hesive national strategy, including a
centralized process of distributing the
lifesaving supplies so states are not bid-
ding against one another and the federal
government.

“There’s a kind of lack of coordina-
tion,” Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan, a
Republican who heads the National
Governors Association, recently told
USA TODAY. “We’re improving the proc-
ess, but that certainly is an issue.”

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, a Demo-
crat, has appealed directly to Pence for
help, describing in a letter the state’s
“crisis-level shortage” of equipment to
protect health care workers and first re-
sponders.

Asked about the governor’s interac-
tions with Pence, spokesman Conor Ca-
hill said Polis appreciates the vice presi-
dent’s “responsiveness and accessibili-
ty” but “remains concerned about the
clarity and transparency around the
timing and qualities of the lifesaving
supplies.”

Governors find an ally within crisis with Pence
Maureen Groppe USA TODAY
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Happy Mother’s Day

If there was a day for

everything you have given

to me as a mother, it would

be Mother’s Day every day.

Thanks for always helping

me to remember what is

important in life…and today

it is you! You’re the best!

ONLY

$1500

LJ-GCI0391392-01

Sunday,
May 10th, 2020
Hurry! Deadline is
Friday, May 1st
Please call 888-508-9353,

email GannettClassifieds@gannett.com,
or visit www.lsj.com/celebrations

to place your ad today!

Purchasing a gift card will provide
your favorite businesses with much
needed resources to manage through
this challenging time.

Buy a gift card today:

Support your
local businesses.

supportlocal.usatoday.com

More than $10 million from the feder-
al government will help sustain Lan-
sing’s Capital Region International Air-
port during the novel coronavirus out-
break.

The Capital Region International Air-
port will get $10.3 million of the $256
million provided to Michigan through
the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security Act to offset any im-
pact from the COVID-19 outbreak. The
Mason Jewett Field Airport will get
roughly $30,000 through the grant pro-
gram.

“It’s a large sum of money but we

don’t really know what the end of this
will look like,” Spencer Flynn, the air-
port’s marketing manager, said. “This is
to take care of the revenue loss we’ve
had since this began and the expected
revenue loss.”

The Federal Aviation Administration
wants the nation’s airports to remain
open, Flynn said, and the grant money
will help make that happen.

The Capital Region International Air-
port’s operating budget is roughly $16
million.

Nationally, the airline industry is
down 96% traffic wise, Flynn said. The
TSA has even logged its lowest volume
nationally.

In Lansing, the airport is down to
about four flights per day, with service

continuing to Detroit and Chicago,
Flynn said. Flights to Minneapolis and
Washington, D.C., are paused.

“Those flights are what should be ex-
pected for the next few weeks,” Flynn
said. “We do want to be available for
those folks that need to make essential
travel.”

The airport averages about 500,000
visitors annually.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has im-
pacted every business sector — big and
small — across Michigan and these
grants will provide much-needed re-
sources to help airports across the state
weather this public health crisis and be
prepared when more people resume air
travel,” said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, in a
statement.

The airport is open and cargo opera-
tions are ongoing, Flynn said.

Even with a reduced number of
flights, the airport’s operational costs
don’t get lower, Flynn said. 

Staff is still on site and the terminal is
open, he said.

The airport gets its revenue from a
few sources, including parking, conces-
sion sales and plane landing fees. Flynn
said when flights are canceled for a long
period of time, that’s a money the air-
port is not getting.

“I think we’re pretty much at the bot-
tom of things,” Flynn said. “It’s very low
traffic.”

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-
377-1047 or calyons@lsj.com. 

Lansing airport to get $10M to help offset losses
Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

The Lansing area recorded two new
deaths from COVID-19 Wednesday as
the number of new cases continued to
rise at a moderate but steady rate.

Clinton and Ingham counties each
reported one new death for a total of
six each. Including the five Eaton
County residents who have died, the
area’s death toll stood at 17.

The tri-county area had 14 new pos-
itive tests on Wednesday, local offi-
cials said. The number of new infec-
tions appears to have leveled off across
the state.

In its daily update, the state Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
reported 1,207 new cases as of
Wednesday morning, pushing the to-
tal to more than 29,200. That’s up
slightly from the day before but well
below numbers earlier this month.

The state also reported 172 new
deaths – about 20 more than Wednes-
day – but said that total included 65
previously undocumented COVID-19
deaths discovered from a review of
death certificate data.

On a weekly basis, the DHHS is now
reviewing death certificate records that
identify COVID-19 infection as a con-
tributing factor and comparing them to
lab-confirmed cases in the Michigan
Disease Surveillance System, the agen-
cy said in a news release. 

If a death certificate is matched to a
confirmed COVID-19 case and that rec-
ord in the disease database does not in-
dicate a death, the MDSS record is up-
dated and appropriate local health de-
partment is notified, the release stated. 

No details about the two new deaths
in the Lansing area were released
Thursday, and it was unclear if either
were among the 65 deaths added to the
state total.

Four of the six Clinton County resi-
dents who died from the disease were
residents of an assisted living facility
near DeWitt, the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department said.

In all, 17 residents and two staff
members at Gunnisonville Meadows
Senior Assisted Living have tested posi-
tive for the new coronavirus, the agency
said. The surviving residents are quar-
antined in their rooms, and the staffers
are isolated at their homes.

2 Lansing-area residents die
from virus, bring total to 17
Ken Palmer Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

NEW DELHI – Lavina D’Souza hasn’t
been able to collect her government-
supplied anti-HIV medication since the
abrupt lockdown of India’s 1.3 billion
people last month during the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

Marooned in a small city away from
her home in Mumbai, the medicine she
needs to manage her disease has run
out. The 43-year-old is afraid that her
immune system will crash: “Any dis-
ease, the coronavirus or something else,
I’ll fall sick faster.”

D’Souza said others also must be
“suffering because of the coronavirus
without getting infected by it.”

As the world focuses on the pandem-
ic, experts fear losing ground in the long
fight against other infectious diseases
like AIDS, tuberculosis and cholera that
kill millions every year. Also at risk are
decadeslong efforts that allowed the
World Health Organization to set target
dates for eradicating malaria, polio and
other illnesses.

With the coronavirus overwhelming

hospitals, redirecting medical staff,
causing supply shortages and sus-
pending health services, “our greatest
fear” is resources for other diseases
being diverted and depleted, said Dr.
John Nkengasong, head of the Africa
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

That is compounded in countries
with already overburdened health care
systems, like Sudan. Doctors at Al-Ri-
bat National Hospital in Sudan’s cap-
ital, Khartoum, shared a document de-
tailing nationwide measures: fewer
patients admitted to emergency
rooms, elective surgeries indefinitely
postponed, primary care eliminated
for non-critical cases, and skilled doc-
tors transferred to COVID-19 patients.

Similar scenes are unfolding world-
wide. Even in countries with highly de-
veloped health care systems, such as
South Korea, patients seeking treat-
ment for diseases like TB had to be
turned away, said Hojoon Sohn, of
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health, who is based in South
Korea.

Coronavirus could erode
fight vs. other diseases
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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