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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

For weeks, as cases of CO-
VID-19 increased in surrounding 
counties, Gratiot remained a cen-
ter of calm, just a handful of cases. 
Outbreaks at two elderly care fa-
cilities the last two and a half 
weeks, however, reversed that.

The latest is at Masonic Path-
ways, which was COVID-free un-
til it announced two residents 
had tested positive on Saturday. 
On Tuesday, the Mid-Michigan 
District Health Department said 
that as of Monday, two staff and 
five residents tested positive.

As of Tuesday’s latest update 
from the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services, 49 
confirmed cases were reported in 
Gratiot County. The disease has 

COVID-19

CMU Sports Communications

As part of budget planning amid the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Central Michigan Univer-
sity Athletics Director Michael Alford said 
Tuesday the university will discontinue its 
men’s track and field program, effective im-
mediately.

Alford said the difficult decision — which 
impacts men’s indoor and outdoor track — 
was made amid looming universitywide 
budget cuts.

“We did not make this decision lightly, 

but we are facing a new financial reality 
due to enrollment challenges and now CO-
VID-19,” Alford said.

“Hundreds of students have participated 
in this longstanding, successful program at 
Central Michigan, and we know this will 
impact them — and supporters of this pro-
gram — greatly.”

This decision directly impacts 36 stu-
dent-athletes, which includes some student-
athletes who also compete in cross country. 
Two full-time assistant positions also are 
being eliminated.

Scholarships for current men’s track and 
field student-athletes — including scholar-
ships awarded to new students beginning 
in fall 2020 — will be honored for the du-
ration of their CMU academic careers. Stu-

dent-athletes who would like to join another 
institution’s roster will be released without 
penalty and are free to transfer immedi-
ately.

“My heart goes out to these student-ath-
letes; I know this is incredibly difficult for 
them,” Alford said. “We hope they continue 
their academic journeys at Central Michi-
gan, but also wish them the best if they’re 
able to continue athletic pursuits else-
where.”

This decision leaves the university with 
16 athletic teams: Men’s and women’s bas-
ketball, football, women’s soccer, women’s 
golf, baseball, softball, men’s and women’s 
cross country, field hockey, women’s track 
and field, gymnastics, women’s lacrosse, 
softball and volleyball.

MT. PLEASANT

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
MAKES HARD CUTS

PHOTO COURTESY OF CMU ATHLETICS

Jack Dodge, a junior from Walled Lake, of the CMU mens track and field team, which was cut as a revenue-saving measure on Tuesday.
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The Farmington Hills man ac-
cused of stabbing three people 
during a fight at Wayside Central 
is headed to trial.

Octayvious Sanchez-Lewis, 19, 
was bound over Tuesday morning 
by 21st Circuit Court Judge Sara 
Spencer-Noggle on three counts 
of assault with intent to commit 
murder and two counts of carry-
ing a dangerous weapon with un-
lawful intent. 

If found guilty on the more se-
rious charge, he faces a sentence 
of up to life in prison.

Not in dispute was whether 
Sanchez-Lewis stabbed three peo-
ple, one of them a friend of his. 
The issue was whether he’d acted 
in self-defense.

Tuesday’s first witness, one of 
the men who Sanchez-Lewis is ac-
cused of stabbing, told the court 
that in fact he’d punched Sanchez-
Lewis in the side of the face after 
running across the bar after see-
ing his friend in trouble.

One of Sanchez-Lewis’ attor-

ney, present in the courtroom, 
asked if that constituted a sucker 
punch. The man, who was stabbed 
in the groin area and thighs, said 
he didn’t think so.

During his closing statement, 
the attorney said that Sanchez-
Lewis was under attack from 
three or four different people 
and was trying to defend himself 
when he stabbed three people. 

One required emergency sur-
gery for near-fatal abdominal 
wounds. The third, who was at 
the bar with Sanchez-Lewis, re-
quired surgery to repair tendon 

damage.
Isabella County Chief Assis-

tant Prosecuting Attorney Alan 
Reimers said that Sanchez-Lewis 
had taken two knives — one a thin 
utility blade in his wallet — to the 
bar looking for trouble and that 
he’d clearly targeted the first two 
men. He described the third vic-
tim as in the “wrong place, wrong 
time.”

Spencer-Noggle bound the 
case over based on testimony 
given during the first day of the 
preliminary exam on March 12 
that rather than trying to escape 

the situation that Sanchez-Lewis 
stood his ground.

Binding the case over requires a 
much lower threshold than would 
securing a guilty verdict in trial. 
The prosecutor only needed to es-
tablish a probability that a crime 
was committed. At trial, the pros-
ecution must establish guilty be-
yond a reasonable doubt.

No date is currently set for the 
trial.

The incident took place after 
midnight Feb. 23, and Central 
Michigan University alerted the 

ISABELLA COUNTY 

Wayside stabbing suspect headed to trial
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The Central Michigan Univer-
sity Board of Trustees have ex-
pressed their support in the de-
cision to reopen campus for the 
fall despite COVID-19 concerns.

Previously, CMU President Bob 
Davies confirmed on Monday, 
May 11th that he and the CMU 
Emergency Management group 
are confirming plans to welcome 
students back for the Fall 2020 
semester.

“The health and safety of our 
students, faculty and staff re-
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DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, MI 48883

2019 FORD EDGE TITANIUM
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

Only 8,000 Miles
EVERY OPTION AVAILABLE! Heated/Cooled Leather,

NAVIGATION, Dual Panoramic Sunroof, 360 Driver Assist!

or about
$479.00 Per Month

$32,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
4X4

Only 17,000 Miles
Front and Rear Heated Leather, Power Sunroof,
NAVIGATION, Dual Power Seats, Power Liftgate!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2019 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT
CREW CAB 4X4

Only 9,000 Miles
Just Like NEW! 3.6L V6 Engine, Power Driver Seat,

Backup Camera, Apple Car Play, Bed Liner, Very Sharp Color!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /ONLY

2017 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED II
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

Only 7,000 Miles
All Wheel Drive, Blind Spot Detection, Factory Remote Start,
Large Backup Camera, Extremely Fuel Efficient, Gorgeous!

or about
$289.00 Per Month

$19,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

Open with Remote Sales
call 989-828-6032 for details
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EDENVILLE, MICH. » People 
living along two lakes and 
a river in mid-Michigan 
rushed to evacuate Tuesday 
as a dam breached follow-
ing days of heavy flooding 
across parts of the Midwest.

Two schools were opened 
for evacuees in the Midland 
area, about 140 miles north 
of Detroit, after the breach 
of Edenville Dam, which 
holds back Wixom Lake. 
Red Cross worker Tom 
Restgate. who had been 
helping residents of the 
area seek shelter from the 
threat of rising waters, said 
he received an alert over his 
cellphone that “the dam ... 
it breached.”

Residents in a span of 
several miles were urged 
to evacuate. Officials also 
were watching the Sanford 
Dam south of Edenville. 
The city of Midland, which 
includes the main plant of 
Dow Chemical, sits on the 
banks of the Tittabawassee 
River about 8 miles away 
from that dam.

More than 50 roads have 
been closed in the area. The 
evacuations in Michigan 
followed days of heavy rains 
in parts of the Midwest 
that also brought flooding 
to Chicago and other parts 
of Illinois, Ohio and other 
states.

“The water is very high,” 
Catherine Sias, who lives 
about a mile from the Eden-
ville Dam, said before the 
breach. “Last night, emer-
gency responders came 
door-to-door to make sure 
everybody got out. We have 
mild flooding every year, 
but this is unusual.”

Sias, 45, has five cats 
and two dogs and was 
about to check into a hotel 
that allowed pets when she 
learned it was probably safe 
for people not living in low-
lying areas to return home.

“I’m on the high bank, 
about 20 feet up,” she said. 
“A lot of people are having 
a harder time. Most of them 

are going to be dealing with 
flooding in their homes.”

Some residents, such as 
Jon St. Croix, went to shel-
ters set up in area schools.

“We were laying in bed 
when I heard sirens,” St. 
Croix told the Midland 
Daily News. “A fire truck 
was driving around, broad-
casting that (we needed) to 
evacuate. It’s a scary thing 
— you’re sleeping and 
awake to sirens.”

St. Croix, 62, his wife and 
a next-door neighbor were 
among more than a dozen 
people sheltering in one 
school. Their home was not 
flooded, but St. Croix said 
he had seen flooding in the 
area.

Volunteers at the schools 
said about 120 vehicles were 
in the parking lots of a cou-
ple of schools and about 30 
people had been staying on 
cots inside, according to 
WNEM-TV.

About a dozen people 
hunkered down overnight 
at a school in Sanford but 
had left by early Tuesday 
afternoon, said Tom Rest-
gate, an American Red 

Cross safety officer. The 
cots inside the school were 
spread out to observe so-
cial distancing recommen-
dations to fight the spread 
of the COVID-19 virus, Rest-
gate said. Heavy rains also 
caused flooding in parts of 
northwestern Indiana, in-
cluding Crown Point — the 
Lake County seat — where 
about seven inches fell over 
the weekend.

Floodwaters swelled 
quickly on Sunday when 
1 inch (2.54 centimeters) 
of rain fell within 15 min-
utes, swamping streets and 
sending water into base-
ments and homes, includ-
ing Mayor David Uran’s res-
idence.

Those waters receded 
Monday, but Uran and 
many other residents were 
continuing to clean up the 
watery mess on Tuesday, 
said Uran’s chief of staff, 
Greg Falkowski.

“He got between 2 and 
3 feet in his basement, so 
that’s what he’s working on 
right now,” Falkowski said 
Tuesday afternoon.

In Chicago, water that 

flooded some areas down-
town was receding on Tues-
day, but Larry Langford, a 
fire department spokesman, 
said that he did not expect 
power to be restored at the 
iconic Willis Tower for days 
because the rains caused 
the building’s subbase-
ments to fill with as much 
as 25 feet (7.6 meters) of wa-
ter. The building was closed 
to tenants and visitors.

And in DuPage County, 
west of the city, a search for 
an 18-year-old woman who 
was swept away by a surg-
ing DuPage River last Fri-
day remained suspended on 
Tuesday because the water 
remained too high and the 
current too swift to conduct 
the search safely.

Tony Martinez, spokes-
man for the DuPage Forest 
Preserve District, said the 
area of the river where the 
woman was swept that is 
typically about 25 feet wide 
remained 200 yards wide.

“We hope to resume 
searching later this week,” 
he said.

— The Associated Press
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campus community to an 
at-large assault suspect via 
text message.

Originally, Sanchez-
Lewis was described as 
a Native American. After 
Sanchez-Lewis’ identity 
was made public, that orig-
inal description drew crit-
icism as being based on 
prejudice. 

At the time, police offi-
cials said they went out an 
alert based on the informa-
tion they had.

Trial
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killed four of its residents.
At least 12 of those cases 

were residents of River-
side Healthcare Center, 
1149 W. Monroe Road, 
in St. Louis. Another 
three members of the fa-
cility’s staff, who might 
be counted in a differ-
ent county of residence, 
tested positive.

There are four more 
Gratiot County care facili-
ties — Ashley Care Center, 
Schnepp Nursing Home, 
The Laurels of Fulton 
and Warwick Living Cen-
ter — that have reported 
no confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19, according to state 
records.

Nursing homes have be-
come a focal point of the 
fight against COVID-19. 
The emerging picture of 
SARS-CoV-2, the virus 
that causes the disease, is 
that it thrives in confined 
living conditions. It is es-
pecially lethal towards 
people with compromised 
immune systems and peo-
ple of advanced age, with 
half of Michigan’s 5,017 
deaths involving people 
older than 77.

Another focal point are 
the state’s prisons. The 
Michigan Department of 
Corrections announced 
last week that it is test-
ing all of its inmates. Pre-
viously, five inmates and 
two staff at Central Mich-
igan Correctional Facil-
ity had tested positive. 
On Tuesday, the MDOC 

announced that a third 
member of the prison’s 
staff tested positive.

Of CMCF’s 2,500 in-
mates, 101 tests have come 
back negative. 

The department awaits 
the results of the remain-
ing 2,394 tests.

Across the state, the 
trend is that the num-
ber of cases and deaths is 
waning while testing con-
tinues to increase. Both 
are considered positive 
metrics.

On Tuesday, another 
435 cases were an-
nounced statewide for a 
total of 52,350. 

The total number of 
deaths increased 102 to 
5,017; however, 43 of those 
were based on a review of 
vital records.

MDHHS staff reviews 
vital statistics three times 
a week, comparing vital 
records listing COVID-19 
as a contributing factor of 
death against laboratory-
confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 in a state disease 
database. If the death 
certificate is matched to 
a positive case that does 
not list the person as hav-
ing died, the database is 
updated and local health 
department notified.

Five of those addi-
tional cases were in Mid-
land County, bringing 
the county’s total cases/
deaths to 76/8, and one 
additional case was con-
f irmed in Montcalm 
County, with a total of 
56/1. Isabella remained 
at 62/7, Clare remained at 
15/2, Mecosta remained at 
18/2, Gladwin is at 17/1.

COVID-19
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mains our top priority, and 
we will continue to closely 
follow guidance from local, 
state and national health 
leaders as we move for-
ward with plans to resume 
in-person instruction,” Da-
vies said in “CMU to bring 
students back to Mt. Pleas-
ant for fall” by CMU Com-
munications.

CMU Emergency Man-
agement group have been 
working on plans to en-
sure social distancing in 
classroom, offices, event 
venues, and other shared 
spaces on campus as well 
as reduce the number of 
students living in a resi-
dential suite for on-cam-
pus housing and estab-
lishing an isolation and 
quarantine space in the 
event of new cases. New 
cleaning and disinfection 
protocols have also been 
established for the shared 
areas.

Davies also said in 
“CMU to bring students 
back to Mt. Pleasant for 
fall” that CMU’s College of 
Medicine and local health 
officials are guiding the 
Emergency Management 
group’s decision-making 
process.

In the wake of this 
information, the CMU 
Board of Trustees have 
supported these efforts 
in a letter for the Mount 
Pleasant community.

“We are fortunate to 
have the leadership of 
President Davies to nav-
igate through these chal-
lenging times,” the letter 
said. “In the face of bud-
get reductions and future 
uncertainties, he has pro-
vided calm guidance and 
even introduced powerful 
initiatives to keep educa-
tion within reach for more 
students and lessening the 
burden on their families: 
freezing tuition, increas-

ing scholarship support, 
guaranteeing on-campus 
employment for students, 
offering deferred and flex-
ible payment options, and 
easing the path for trans-
fer students.”

With that said, the 
board also expressed that 
CMU students and fami-
lies, alumni and donors, 
and Mt. Pleasant busi-
nesses and community 
members should do their 
part to help with these 
efforts. The board rec-
ommends students and 
families do their part by 
following CDC recom-
mendations, which in-
cludes washing hands, 
wearing face covering, 
practicing social distanc-
ing, cleaning often, and 
and using good judge-
ment when making deci-
sions about activities on 
and off campus.

“We ask each of you to 
educate yourself on the 
facts and to do all

you can to keep your-
self and others safe,” the 
board said.

Board of Trustee mem-
bers also suggest that 
CMU alumni, donors, and 
friends continue finan-
cially supporting the uni-
versity as needed.

“Last year, CMU had its 
most successful fundrais-
ing year in its history,” the 
board said. “Please help us 
continue the trend. Con-
sider making a gift in 
any amount to support 
students through schol-
arships, the Emergency 
Fund or another area.”

In terms of Mt. Pleasant 
businesses, the board asks 
that they carefully con-
sider how you will support 
a safe transition and share 
your plans with others.

“We look to you to de-
velop practices and proto-
cols to ensure the health 
and safety of your cus-
tomers and consumers, 
including CMU students, 
faculty, staff and support-
ers,” the board said.

Board
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Northern Michigan U. will end  
fall term before Thanksgiving
MARQUETTE » Northern Michigan University in the Up-
per Peninsula will start the fall term on Aug. 17 and end 
it before Thanksgiving, an effort to reduce travel and 
avoid a fall surge of the coronavirus.

“This will prevent students from traveling home for 
Thanksgiving week and returning to campus for the 
final two weeks of the semester,” said president Fritz 
Erickson.

He said it will enhance safety for students, staff and 
Marquette. Lake Superior State University in Sault Ste. 
Marie has adopted a similar schedule but will start on 
Aug. 10.

“As we move forward with our plans, we will be an-
nouncing other important safety protocols as well,” 
NMU board chairman Steve Mitchell said.

— The Associated Press

STATE BRIEF

By David Eggert  
and Ed White
The Associated Press

LANSING » Barbers plan to 
offer free haircuts on the 
Michigan Capitol lawn to 
protest the state’s stay-at-
home orders, a defiant dem-
onstration that reflects how 
salons have become a sym-
bol for small businesses 
that are eager to reopen 
two months after the pan-
demic began.

Third-generation hair-
dresser Scott Weaver, who 
owns five salons across 
Michigan, said his “for-
gotten industry” is getting 
much-needed attention af-
ter being initially dismissed 
as “just hair.”

Barbershops, salons and 
spas stand at the forefront 
of small businesses that 
want to open again despite 
the risks of their services, 
which require employ-
ees to be in close contact 
with customers — similar 
to medical or dental care. 
The coronavirus has con-
tributed to nearly 5,000 
confirmed deaths in Mich-
igan, fourth-highest toll in 
the country. Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer’s closure of nones-
sential businesses is among 
the nation’s toughest and 
is in effect at least through 
May 28.

Weaver credits a 77-year-
old barber with helping to 

fuel the movement to resist 
Whitmer’s sweeping stay-
at-home orders.

But Weaver said Karl 
Manke’s decision to open 
his doors in violation of the 
governor’s orders has put 
her and law enforcement in 
a tough spot. He said Mich-
igan’s 75,000 barbers and 
cosmetologists have “been 
heard” and that they should 
focus on working with her 
administration to ensure a 
safe reopening.

“I can truly see this 
through both lens,” said 
Weaver, who does not plan 
to attend the protest sched-
uled for Wednesday.

While new infections 
have flattened, Whitmer, a 
Democrat, is being cautious 
with what she calls a “slow 
re-engagement.” She has 
opened construction, man-
ufacturing and outdoor in-
dustries, along with real es-
tate. Restaurants and bars 
reopen Friday in less pop-
ulated northern Michigan.

“I would love to go get 
my hair done, too,” Whit-
mer told Kalamazoo televi-
sion station WWMT. “But 
the nature of that personal 

service is such that it’s in-
timate, it’s close. You can’t 
social distance and get your 
hair cut.”

Manke has been the star 
at rallies outside his shop 
in Owosso, 30 miles north-
east of Lansing. His license 
was suspended last week by 
Michigan regulators.

“We all have the same 
spirit and the same soul for 
freedom,” Manke said this 
week. “One of the things I 
want to emphasize, Mich-
igan, all of you business 
owners, you beauticians, 
you barbers, massage ther-
apists — all of you. Open up 
your shops! Stand up and 
show up!”

A member of the state 
cosmetology board, Weaver 
has used the lockdown to 
prepare — buying masks, 
face shields, plastic divid-
ers and upgrading tech-
nology so customers at his 
Douglas J Aveda Institutes 
& Salons can pay with an 
app instead of at a regis-
ter. The business qualified 
for forgivable federal loans 
to bring employees back on 
the payroll, but he said the 
money will soon dry up.

STATE

Barbers to offer free haircuts to protest lockdown

ASHLEE REZIN GARCIA/CHICAGO SUN-TIMES VIA AP

The Chicago River overflowed its banks and flooded the Riverwalk after overnight showers 
and thunderstorms across the city, Monday in Chicago. 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s closure of 
nonessential businesses is among 
the nation’s toughest and is in 
effect at least through May 28.

STATE

1 Michigan dam breached, another 
at risk amid Midwest floods
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Two Alma High School se-
niors have been recognized by the 
school’s Athletic Hall of Fame com-
mittee.

The recipients 
are multi-sport 
athletes Abby Tay-
lor and Brice Aus-
tin who will each 
receive $1,000 col-
lege scholarships.

 Taylor, the 
daughter of Steve 
and Amy Taylor, 
plans to attend 
Alma College in the 
fall where she will 
study pre-med.

 Austin, the son 
of David and Cindy 
Austin, is going 
to an Ivy League 
School, either Yale 
or Harvard univer-
sity to major in bio-

chemistry or pre-med.
During her high school career, 

ALMA

Athletic Hall of 
Fame committee 
honors senior duo
Taylor, Austin to receive 
$1,000 scholarships 

CMU News

Two Central Michigan Univer-
sity College of Medicine faculty 
members are creating a program 
to help rural elderly residents in 
Isabella and surrounding coun-
ties get preventive health care in 
their homes.

Drs. Jyotsna Pandey and 
Sethu Reddy will use a two-year 
$473,722 grant from the Michi-
gan Health Endowment Fund to 
build a program that will enlist 
CMU students — medical, phys-
ical therapists and physician as-
sistants — and a primary care 
clinician to make the medical 
visits.

The effort is officially called 
Rural Older Adult Mobile 
(ROAM) Care: Reaching the Un-
reachable.

In the beginning, the teams 
will travel to the homes of pa-
tients and serve them aboard 
the Herbert H. and Grace A. 

Dow College of Health Profes-
sions’ Mobile Health Central ve-
hicle.

“It’s literally the doctor’s of-
fice going to their homes,” said 
Reddy, a professor of internal 

medicine. “That fits the College 
of Medicine’s mission of serving 
the rural and underserved of our 
communities.”

“What we are trying to do is 
establish a reliable way to im-
prove a person’s health so that 

their reliance on the emergency 
health care system is reduced,” 
said Pandey, a professor of pa-
thology. “That saves money for 
the whole system.”

A routine emergency room 

visit costs about $3,000 by the 
time an assessment, examina-
tion and possibly X-rays are 
taken, Reddy said.

Four primary care visits to a 
person’s home will cost around 
$500 to $600, partly subsidized 

by Medicare and Medicaid, he 
said.

In addition to the savings for 
the patient and health care pro-
viders, there is the priceless ben-
efit of CMU’s health professions 
students gaining hands-on expe-
rience in real-life situations, Pan-
dey said.

“We are helping to build 
the workforce of primary care 
providers in rural areas,” she  
said.

“Many are thinking of tele-
medicine as a replacement of tra-
ditional medical visits in mod-
ern offices these days,” Reddy 
said, “but there is a lot to be said 
for going where the patients are 
and looking at the social deter-
minants of health: their home 
environment, what their safety 
net is and how they are living 
day to day.

“Those are important.”
The program is expected to 

begin this fall.

MT. PLEASANT

CMU MEDICINE  
ON THE MOVE

SANFORD » The mother of a soldier 
who was killed in Iraq is pledging 
to rebuild a war memorial that was 
destroyed by a dam failure in cen-
tral Michigan.

“I sat there and cried,” Kim Bur-
gess said after visiting the scene in 
Sanford last week. “I just felt like I 
had let our veterans down. I know 
it wasn’t my fault. I just feel like I 

worked so hard to give them some-
thing, and it was just destroyed.”

The Sanford Flagpole Monu-
ment was washed away by the Tit-
tabawassee River when the San-
ford dam failed during steady rain 
last week.

The memorial was built with a 
lot of hands. More than 10 busi-
nesses donated money or supplies, 

and the Sanford American Legion 
Riders held fundraisers over three 
years, the Detroit Free Press re-
ported. About $70,000 was raised.

Sanford’s Memorial Day parade 
started and ended at the monu-
ment last year. There were seven 
aluminum flag poles that honored 
every branch of the military. The 
poles were designed to hold their 
ground in strong winds but not a 
rare flood.

Burgess’ son, Marine Lance Cpl. 
Ryan Burgess, was killed in Iraq in 

2006. She is promising to rebuild 
the memorial and add a flag pole to 
honor first responders who saved 
people during the flood.

A mud-stained American flag 
was recovered when the water re-
ceded. Burgess wants to perma-
nently display it to remember the 
flood.

“If it takes us 10 years, we’re 
gonna do this for our veterans,” 
Burgess said.

— The Associated Press

Fallen soldier’s mom pledges to create new 
monument after original washed away in flood

REGION

Mother: We will rebuild memorial

PHOTO COURTESY OF CMU NEWS

A mentor steps out of the Mobile Health Clinic after giving campers a tour during CampMed at the College of Medicine. 

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Despite the shutdown of many 
businesses and industries over the 
past several weeks cleanup activi-
ties at the former Velsicol Chemi-
cal Co. plant site in St. Louis have 
continued uninterrupted.

U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency contractors Jacobs 
Engineering and Cascade Envi-
ronmental are still providing re-
mediation services at the 52-acre 
parcel.

“As we continue to adjust to the 
evolving COVID-19 situation, EPA 
is taking the necessary steps to 
ensure that decisions about on-
going cleanup activities at Su-
perfund sites are made with the 
health and safety of communi-
ties, EPA staff and contractors 
as the priority,” EPA Community 
Involvement Coordinator Diane 
Russell said in a press release. 
“Therefore, decisions about con-
tinuing on-site activities will be 
made on a case-by-case basis.

“EPA Region 5 is working to 

ST. LOUIS

Cleanup work 
carries on at 
contaminated 
Velsicol site

Austin

Taylor

School takes 
home health 

care on the 
road to help 
rural elderly 

residents

Drs. Jyotsna Pandey and Sethu 
Reddy will use a two-year $473,722 
grant from the Michigan Health 
Endowment Fund to build a program 
that will enlist CMU students — 
medical, physical therapists and 
physician assistants — and a 
primary care clinician to make the 
medical visits.
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Kim Burgess holds a muddy 
American flag after a dam failure 
destroyed a war memorial last week. 
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evaluate options for con-
tinuing site work or secur-
ing sites, especially in ar-
eas where local health dec-
larations are in effect due 
to COVID-19. EPA contrac-
tors and subcontractors 
continue to remain on-site 
making sure the in-place 
thermal treatment system 
continues to operate.”

Work is now taking place 
on a three-acre parcel called 
Area 2, where remediation 
is being done in two phases.

Heating of the contam-
inated soil began in Octo-
ber and the temperature is 
currently 217 degrees Fahr-
enheit, past the 212-degree 
target, which was met on 
April 7, Russell said.

Heating will continue for 
at least 90 days.

Thus far about 35,000 
pounds of contaminants 
have been treated and more 
are expected to be removed 
prior to shutdown, Russell 
said.

It’s anticipated the first 
phase of heating in Area 2 
will be completed this sum-
mer with the second phase 
starting next spring and be 
finished by December 2021.

The drilling of 448 bore 
holes for equipment and 
wells in Area 2 has been 

completed.
Perimeter air monitoring 

shows all systems are oper-
ating as intended and that 
there is no risk to workers or 
the adjacent neighborhood, 
Russell said.

The estimated cost of 
treating all of Ares 2 is $25 
million, she added.

The smaller one-acre 
Area 1 was completed last 
fall.

The EPA and Michigan 
Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and En-
ergy are also continuing to 
evaluate the slurry wall, a 
three-foot thick barrier that 
was installed around the en-
tire plant site in an effort to 
contain pollutants on the 
property.

Groundwater level mon-
itoring is also continuing 
both inside and outside the 
wall to help determine its 
performance, Russell said. 

“This work will provide 
additional information 
on the design of the water 
treatment plant (that will be 
built later) and provide ad-
ditional groundwater sam-
pling and elevation data,” 
she explained.

In the late 1990s the EPA 
discovered that a portion 
of the slurry wall along the 
north side of the plant site 
had failed allowing contam-
inants to flow into the adja-
cent Pine River. That prob-
lem has since been rectified.
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Taylor was a four-time all-
conference swimmer for the 
Panthers. She was the team 
captain and Most Valuable 
Player her senior year, and 
a six time state qualifier in 
four different events. Tay-
lor also participated in soc-
cer, serving as team cap-
tain her senior year, as well 
as being involved in a num-
ber of community activi-
ties. She plans on continu-
ing her swimming career 
for the Scots. Austin played 
football, basketball and 
baseball during his high 
school years. He earned sec-
ond team all-conference in 

both baseball and basket-
ball. He also served as Stu-
dent Council co-president 
and vice president, president 
of the National Honor Soci-
ety, as well as president of 
the Gratiot County Commu-
nity Foundation’s Youth Ad-
visory Council, and he was 
a National Merit Scholar-
ship Finalist. Austin plans to 
play baseball at either Yale 
or Harvard. The scholar-
ships are open to any senior 
male or female AHS athlete 
who participated in a varsity 
sport during their junior or 
seniors years. 

For more information 
about the scholarships go 
to the Alma Schools Ath-
letic Hall of Fame website 
at www.almaschoolshof.
weebly.com.

Hall
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STATE BRIEFS

Monroe cop shot while investigating carjacking

MONROE » A Michigan police officer investigating a car-
jacking was shot during a traffic stop, authorities said.

The shooting occurred Sunday night in a busy commer-
cial area near Interstate 75 in Monroe, 40 miles (64.3 ki-
lometers) south of Detroit.

The officer, Cpl. Renae Peterson, was in serious but sta-
ble condition Monday, the Monroe News reported.

A witness, Bryan Workman, told the newspaper that 
the officer asked for help while lying on the street.

“There was a lot of blood,” he said. “(The officer) ap-
peared in shock.”

Peterson was taken to a Toledo, Ohio, hospital after she 
was shot in the abdomen, said Capt. John Wall, a Mon-
roe police spokesman.

Two suspects who fled on foot were captured.
Kathleen Clark heard the shots while in a drive-thru 

lane at a Taco Bell.
“You don’t know what to do,” she said. “Honestly, I just 

started praying.”

Human remains found in Monroe County ditch
LASALLE TOWNSHIP » Human skeletal remains were dis-
covered in a drainage ditch in Monroe County, the sher-
iff’s office said.

The discovery was made Sunday by a worker who was 
performing maintenance in a field in LaSalle Township.

The Wayne County medical examiner’s office will try 
to determine a gender and other information about the 
death.

Anyone with information can call sheriff’s detectives 
at (734) 240-7530.

— Compiled by The Associated Press

LANSING » Michigan arts 
groups are struggling to 
operate as people divert 
their donations to needed 
services during the pan-
demic, community lead-
ers said.

Arts organizations are 
dealing with the same 
challenges as restaurants 
or other businesses that 
need large gatherings to 
operate, the Lansing State 
Journal reported.

“We are concerned 
about the arts,” said Lau-
rie Baumer, executive vice 
president at Community 
Foundation. “People are 
shifting donations to hu-
man services, but there is a 
consequence. We can’t for-
get other nonprofits that 

are vital and are not get-
ting attention with chari-
table dollars, such as the 
Boys and Girls Club, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters and 
others.”

Williamston Theatre is 
one nonprofit that relies  
on consistently large 
crowds.

“We had to cancel the 
remainder of our season,” 
Development Director Em-
ily Sutton-Smith said. “Box 
office sales are 50% of our 
income. Donations, grants 
and sponsorships make up 
the remainder.”

The theater was ap-
proved for a Paycheck Pro-
tection Program loan, a 
federal small business loan 
that allows businesses to 

pay staff, mortgage inter-
est and utilities for eight 
weeks. But the theater 
won’t open any time soon.

The Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra also received 
a federal loan, and some 
donors have been giving 
more than usual to keep 
things up and running, 
according to executive di-
rector Courtney Millbrook.

Still, the nonprofit must 
make up for lost ticket 
sales, which is one-third 
of its $1 million operating 
budget.

“Usually music plays a 
large part in healing. It’s 
hard for us to not be part 
of the community,” Mill-
brook said.

Most nonprofits that 

provide services such as 
food and medical and 
mental health are doing 
fine, according to several 
industry leaders.

The Greater Lansing 
Food Bank has been help-
ing people in need during 
the outbreak and has re-
ceived a large number of 
donations.

“Due to the incredible 
generosity from members 
of our community, GLFB 
is grateful to currently not 
have to worry about reve-
nues for the immediate cri-
sis response,” Nalee Xiong, 
the marketing & commu-
nications specialist, said 
via email.

— The Associated Press

STATE

Arts groups losing money amid pandemic

By Stephen Frye
sfrye@medianewsgroup.com 
@stevefrye on Twitter

The new cases of coro-
navirus and deaths it has 
caused continued to trend 
downward as the holiday 
weekend wound down on 
Monday.

Memorial Day saw just 
12 new deaths added to the 
death toll, making just 17 
deaths over the two days, 
and it saw 202 cases re-
ported. Over the two days, 
Sunday and Monday, that 
makes 516 new cases con-
firmed.

In total, Michigan 
now has 54,881 cases of 
COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the corona-
virus, and 5,240 deaths  
attributed to the respira-
tory illness.

The question that re-
mains is what the start  
of the work week will 
bring.

Two weeks ago, on May 
11, the state reported 
414 cases and 33 deaths. 
About a month ago, on 
Monday, April 27, the state 

reported 432 new cases 
with 92 deaths, and the 
following day, Michigan 
saw 1,052 cases and 160 
more deaths.

The state also report on 
Memorial Day that so far 
33,168 had recovered as of 
May 22.

For the cases, 47% of 
the infected are men, 
who account for 53% of 
the deaths.

Overall, middle-aged 
people make up the larg-
est segment of the cases, 
but the elderly are make 
up the larger percentage 
of deaths.

More than two-thirds of 
the deaths are patients 70 
or older. Those 80 years or 
older make up 42% of the 
deaths, and those 70 to 79 
years old account for 27% 

of the deaths. Those two 
age groups account for 
22% of the cases.

In metro Detroit, the 
hardest hit part of the 
state:

• Detroit added 28 cases 
to go to 10,727 and two 
deaths to reach 1,322 fa-
talities,

• The rest of Wayne 
County added 17 cases 
to go to 9,089 total and 
three new deaths to move 
to 1,042,

• Macomb County 
added 17 cases to reach 
6,516 and no new deaths 
to stay at 778,

• Oak land County 
added just 11 cases and 
is at 8,226 with no new 
deaths, keeping the county 
at 955.

Three west Michigan 

counties saw double-digit 
growth in cases:

• Kent County added 26 
cases to reach 3,385,

• Neighboring Ottawa 
County saw 13 news cases 
to reach 709,

• Muskegon County 
added 13 as well and is 
now at 603 cases.

Thirteen counties and 
communities, including 
Detroit and the Michi-
gan Department of Cor-
rections, now have at  
least 600 cases of corona-
virus.

Ka lamazoo County 
added four cases to reach 
801, and in mid-Michigan, 
Ingham County added five 
cases to reach 701. 

Berrien County — on 
the Lake Michigan coast 
in southwest Michigan 
— added six cases and  
is now at 593 with 42 
deaths.

In mid-Michigan, Gra-
tiot County added two 
cases to reach 71 cases 
and six deaths. Both Isa-
bella and Clare counties 
showed no new cases and 
no new deaths.

CORONAVIRUS IN MICHIGAN

UPDATE: 202 new cases, 12 new deaths
In mid-Michigan, Gratiot 
County added two cases to 
reach 71 cases and six deaths. 
Both Isabella and Clare 
counties showed no new 
cases and no new deaths.

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
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commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-la
w, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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Posted on Wednesday, May 27th, 2020 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this entry
through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

GRATIOT SURPASSES MONTCALM IN CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
Having gained over 20 cases in the past week, Gratiot County now has more cases than neighboring Montcalm.
As of Tuesday, Gratiot County is reporting 71 cumulative positive cases of COVID-19 and six deaths, according
to the state data, up 21 cases and 2 deaths from last week. A representative from the MidMichigan
District Health Department (MMDHD) was unable to confirm whether the two individuals who passed away this
week were associated with the outbreaks at Masonic Pathways in Alma or Riverside Healthcare Center in St.
Louis.
This week marks the first time Gratiot’s positive count has surpasses that of larger neighbor Montcalm. That
county gained nine cases over the past week, and is reporting a total of 65 cases. Montcalm continues to report
only one death. And to the south, Clinton County gained only two cases last week for a total of 138 cumulative
positive cases. Clinton County continues to report 10 deaths.
Having exceeded Montcalm County’s positive cases, Gratiot’s numbers are nearing those of Isabella and
Midland Counties. Isabella gained 12 cases over the past week, and was reporting 74 cases as of Tuesday.
Isabella continues to report seven deaths. And Midland gained three cases for a total of 79, and continues to
report eight deaths.
Saginaw County’s case count reached 1000 this week, having gained 60 over the past week. Their death toll
reached 107 this week, with eight more individuals passing away this week.
Statewide, Michigan is reporting a total of 55,104 positive COVID-19 cases and 5,266 deaths as of Tuesday.
Back in Gratiot County, a significant portion of the cases are tied to the two longterm care facility outbreaks. 30
cases are tied to Masonic Pathways in Alma, with 18 residents and 12 staff members testing positive. Vicky
Johnson, chief marketing officer for the Michigan Masonic Home, said that the first round of testing for all
residents and staff has been completed, and that “ongoing testing” will continue on at least a weekly basis as
long as cases persist.
Warwick Living Center, Masonic’s other Alma campus, remains COVID-free.
At Riverside Healthcare Center in St. Louis, updated numbers of COVID-19 cases were not available by press
time. As of last week, a total of 19 residents and four staff had tested positive for the virus, and three residents
had passed away. Facility Administrator Al Raza told The Herald that the outbreak at that facility has been
contained as of Saturday of last week.
Elsewhere in St. Louis, the Central Michigan Correctional Facility is reporting one more inmate case of COVID-
19 since last week, for a total of six inmate cases and three staff cases. All inmates were tested last week, and
most came back negative. The St. Louis Correctional Facility across the street remains COVID-free.
The nine cases from the Central Michigan Correctional Facility are not included in Gratiot’s total case count,
and are instead reported separately with other Michigan Department of Corrections cases.
MidMichigan Medical Center – Gratiot continues to operate well within their resources, according to Marita
Hattem-Schiffman, president of MidMichigan Health – Central Region. As non-essential and elective medical
procedures are now allowed to resume under a recent executive order of the governor, she said that the facilities
are beginning to welcome more patients, including those who had put off seeking necessary care to avoid the
hospital during the pandemic.
“We have had a steady increase of patients over the past few weeks, many of whom delayed needed care but
who can wait no longer,” she said. “We are relieved to see them and encourage anyone who has put off care,
even preventative care, to resume their usual practices and get the care they need and deserve.”
As stay-at-home restrictions ease, Hattem-Schiffman said that the community needs to continue to take
precautions to stop the spread of COVID-19. Neglecting handwashing, masking and social distancing practices
could easily lead to an increase of cases in the area.
“I’d like to stress that we will be extremely watchful these next few for evidence of COVID spread in the
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community resulting from the easing of restrictions,” she said. “Frankly, I expect that we will see more COVID
now.”  
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Health officer offers advice to businesses looking to re-

open during coronavirus pandemic   

By Cory Smith | on May 27, 2020  

 

Health Officer Marcus Cheatham of the Mid-Michigan District Health Department, top right, goes over details and 

guidance pertaining to the reopening of businesses during the coronavirus pandemic as others listen to his 

presentation during an online meeting of the Coalition of Greater Greenville on Thursday. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

GREENVILLE — As the executive director of the Greenville Area Chamber of Commerce, Gae Wolfe is well aware 

of how area businesses are struggling due to the coronavirus. 

Her office on Lafayette Street now sits surrounded by closed storefronts, operated by owners who want nothing more 

than to open their doors. That’s why during Thursday’s monthly meeting of the Coalition of Greater Greenville 

(COGG), held via Zoom and organized by Wolfe, she invited Health Officer Marcus Cheatham of the Mid-Michigan 

District Health Department (MMDHD) to provide some guidance and answer questions regarding operating 

businesses. 

As Gov. Gretchen Whitmer continues relaxing restrictions and re-opens portions of society region by region, 

Cheatham is in a unique position, as it’s his department’s job to ensure residents, businesses and industry are 

following the rules of Whitmer’ orders. 

At the same time, many business owners have reached a breaking point, and are eager to forego the orders early, 

saying they could do so in a safe manner. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/csmith/


 

Cheetham understands this frustration, going as far as to also state that without allowing businesses to reopen soon, 

the state could be even worse off than had they never closed to begin with. 

“COVID-19 (is) a brand new disease to everybody. So what I would say, reopening our businesses …that’s very 

important. The consequence of not being able to do business … it’s just as bad as the disease,” he said. “We have 

places that are going to go out of business very soon if they haven’t already. However, there have been some 

outbreaks in rural areas, and more localized — churches and restaurants — because people start mingling and then 

they spread the virus, so we have to follow the guidance, the executive orders.” 

So how does one navigate that difficult balance of re-opening, but doing so safely? 

Cheatham outlined three items he felt were most important for business owners to consider. 

Asymptomatic employees 

“The first is the threat of asymptomatic employees,” Cheatham said. “They feel as healthy as a horse. They want to 

work. You want them to work, and how do you deal with that?” 

Cheatham said at the moment, his department is currently working on reported outbreaks throughout the three-county 

region of Montcalm, Gratiot and Clinton counties, at long-term care facilities. 

As of Friday, there were 136 reported positive cases in Clinton County with 10 deaths, 63 cases and five deaths in 

Gratiot County and 63 cases and one death in Montcalm County. 

“COVID is very much still community-spread. People feel the reservoir of the disease might be in the long-term care 

facilities and it is spreading from there out into the community, and it’s not,” he said. “What’s happening is, 

employees are becoming ill, but they are asymptomatic — they show no symptoms — so even though there is good 

screening going on in those long-term care facilities, it’s getting back in and sparking new outbreaks.” 

Cheatham said that scenario soon could be the case for businesses as they begin to reopen. 

“Safety is absolutely the number one thing we need to think about,” he said. “Risk equals the dose of the virus that 

you are exposed to times the time that you are exposed to it. If you get a good dose of it, you are around that person 

for a good period of time, that increases your chance of becoming positive. 

“With churches and restaurants, even though people are held socially distant apart, wearing masks, people were 

singing in services, exhaling the virus, in there for an hour or 90 minutes, and people have wound up being exposed 

— even though everyone was trying to do the right thing. Everyone wants to eat out, but that’s another environment 

where, if you are in there, in an enclosed space, your risk goes up.” 

Virus exhaustion  

Cheatham said as time progresses, many people grow tired of the new way of life living in the coronavirus pandemic 

and begin putting their guard down. 

“People are just sick and tired of being in this weird world and want out and that’s having an impact on what’s 

happening,” he said. 

Cheatham gave an example of his own wife, who he said will not be returning to work once it is deemed appropriate 

for her to do so. 



 

“My wife works with someone who is a COVID denier — she knows it because she can see it on his Facebook page. 

When she gets called back to work, she will have to work alongside this guy. She’s become convinced her employer 

can’t protect her from him, so she’s quit her job because she’s mistrustful of the work environment.” 

With that in mind, Cheatham said it’s important for employers to ensure their employees are prepared to re-open 

safely, otherwise customers and employees may not feel inclined to return. 

“One thing that’s really important for employers to do is training employees, so they get that part of their 

responsibility as an employee is to take this thing seriously — at work, and off work,” he said. 

Liability  

Perhaps most importantly, according to Cheatham, is the liability that comes with re-opening a business. 

Cheatham said if an employer knows there is a risk to the safety of their employees or customers and does nothing to 

prevent it, they could be liable for negligence. 

“We are starting to see COVID-related lawsuits,” he said. “Employers really need to have a plan for that. Absolutely 

the best thing you can do is document that you are following Michigan’s guidance. That’s why knowing the guidance, 

It’s really, really important. That way if there’s a lawsuit, it will fail.” 

Wolfe said with many of the small businesses in the area not necessarily having the resources of larger stores to keep 

up with the strict guidelines, there could be difficulties in keeping stores safe. 

“I’m thinking about some of the small businesses that may not adhere to safe practices when they reopen,” she said. 

“If they have an employee that contracts it, would they necessarily be liable?” 

“There would be no criminal action,” Cheatham answered,” But the sick person could potentially get a lawyer.” 

For additional information regarding rules and best practices going forward in re-opening businesses, visit mmdhd.org 

online. 

 

http://mmdhd.org/
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By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
April saw the peak of the coronavirus curve in Michigan, but for Gratiot County, May has been rough. Due in
part to clusters of cases at two longterm care facilities, Gratiot has gained dozens of positive cases over the past
month.
Gratiot’s nursing home outbreaks have sparked their fair share of anxieties and rumors about general community
spread in Gratiot. Some wonder if patient and resident transfers in hospitals and nursing homes are responsible
for bringing COVID-19 into the county — and such speculations have made their way to the Gratiot County
Board of Commissioners.
Commissioner Jan Bunting claimed at last Tuesday’s county meeting that the outbreak in the St. Louis nursing
home stemmed from the transfer of patients in from Detroit, which is incorrect, according to the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department (MMDHD). As the Herald previously reported, the outbreak at Riverside Healthcare
Facility began with a staff member, not a resident.
Even so, concerns persist about the movement of patients throughout the healthcare system, especially from
areas hit hard by the virus. But local health experts agree that COVID-positive patients and residents within the
healthcare system don’t pose a major risk to the health of the general community — and that Gratiot residents
are much more likely to pick up the virus from their unmasked neighbor at the grocery store than from their
neighborhood nursing home.
While cumulative data about COVID-19 cases is available by county, “the spread of the disease really needs to
be thought of regionally,” said Marcus Cheatham, health officer of the MMDHD.

‘Risk of spread’
People “mistakenly think” that their county’s outbreaks must be related to one another, but this is not necessarily
the case, he said. In reality, people are continually moving throughout the region, creating many opportunities
for the virus to spread.
In mid-Michigan in particular, residents frequently drive long distances. Many Gratiot residents hold jobs in
another county, and many out-of-county residents commute to Gratiot for work, Cheatham said. Gratiot residents
have friends and family across the region.
And, as MidMichigan Health – Central Region President Marita Hattem-Schiffman pointed out, Gratiot has “a
major Michigan freeway running through it,” so people from all across Michigan stop by as they travel across
the state.
As all of these people come and go from Gratiot, so do those who unknowingly carry COVID-19: and “county
lines don’t stop a virus,” Hattem-Schiffman said.
While local hospitals and long-term care facilities do indeed have confirmed cases of COVID-19, the staff at
these places are thoroughly trained in how to prevent the spread of infection, even in non-pandemic times, she
said. And as these healthcare facilities have “doubled down” on the usual precautions and introduced new ones,
COVID-positive patients in hospitals and nursing homes are “as secure as they can be.”
In all, Hattem-Schiffman said that Gratiot residents shouldn’t be too worried about picking up COVID-19 from
one of these facilities.
“I can’t say enough that the risk of spread does not come from this small population of COVID impacted
people,” she said. “Those not masking in our community pose the greatest risk. We each need to take
accountability for our choices and how they may impact others.”

‘Universal precautions’
COVID-19 is not the first infectious disease the health system has dealt with. Because healthcare facilities are
“where we go when we are sick,” all parts of the healthcare system have communicable disease — not just

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/local-health-experts-weigh-in-on-mid-michigan-spread/2020/05/27/feed/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/


6/3/2020 LOCAL HEALTH EXPERTS WEIGH IN ON MID-MICHIGAN SPREAD | Gratiot County Herald

gcherald.com/local-health-experts-weigh-in-on-mid-michigan-spread/2020/05/27/ 2/3

COVID-19, but others as well, including hepatitis, MRSA and Clostridium Difficil, Cheatham said. The
inevitable presence of diseases in a healthcare setting is why nurses at every facility are thoroughly trained in
“universal precautions” to prevent the spread — and “they are good at that,” he said.
Hattem-Schiffman explained that even in non-pandemic times, infection prevention is a “core competency” for
any healthcare setting. In the era of COVID-19, the same rules apply.
All of the normal infection prevention practices are “exactly the same” as they were before, but given the fact
that COVID-19 is a novel virus — “meaning no one has immunity to it” — facilities have stepped up their
policies even further, she said. They’ve retrained on the use of their familiar personal protective equipment,
they’ve introduced new equipment and devices to keep them safe, and they’ve mostly prohibited visitors in order
to stop the spread.
In addition to the policies and practices, healthcare facilities are subject to extensive regulation. Cheatham noted
that long-term care facilities in particular are subject to a number of different bodies: they are licensed by the
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, they must pass regular infection control surveys, and they must
comply with Emergency Preparedness guidelines in order to get access to funding, Cheatham said.
Cheatham added that there are also avenues in place for people to raise concerns about longterm care facilities.
Anyone who is unhappy with a longterm care facility can contact the office of the Michigan Long-Term Care
Ombudsman at (866) 485-9393.

‘People are always moving’
Despite the extensive precautions healthcare systems take, Cheatham still hears many concerns from those who
are worried about COVID-19 positive patients transferring facilities. But what many people might not realize is
that even in normal operating times, “people are always moving” between facilities in the healthcare system,
from hospitals and rehabilitation centers to long-term care and hospice care, he said.
Hattem-Schiffman said that because not all hospitals in a health system have the same capabilities, patients may
be moved to a facility that is better equipped to serve their needs. For example, in the MidMichigan Health
System, the Mt. Pleasant and Clare locations are not equipped for critical care, so patients needing that level of
care would be transferred to another hospital in the system that is equipped for that, such as Gratiot or Midland,
she said.
And when a patient no longer requires hospital level care, they are discharged to their home or care facility.
These are standard protocols for the treatment of any illness, including COVID-19, which does mean that
COVID-positive patients are moved throughout the health system. And patients who were hospitalized for
COVID-19 and have recovered enough to breathe on their own are discharged, even if they are still contagious.
Hattem-Schiffman said it is standard for patients to be sent home when they no longer need hospital-level
support. And considering that most COVID-19 patients do not get sick enough to require hospitalization, the
“majority” of COVID-positive patients are already at home, she said.
Hospitals do take care to educate these patients on how to self-quarantine to prevent them from spreading the
virus — and because “these patients have been through the worst” of the virus, they are “very motivated to not
give it to anyone else,” she said.
Though people might be wary of COVID-positive patients being discharged or sent to another facility, Cheatham
said that these are the same procedures that are followed in any epidemic, including flu epidemics. If healthcare
systems did not move patients out when they no longer needed hospital-level care, people could die waiting for
treatment.
“That would be like what happened in Wuhan, where people were dying on the floor of the emergency room, or
at home, because they couldn’t even go to healthcare,” Cheatham said. “It’s a very ghastly scenario.”
In part to address the concerns of the community, the state has set up regional Coronavirus hubs, where COVID-
19 patient can be sent if their facility is no longer able to care for them. Cheatham said that these hubs are a
“good thing,” and might be a benefit to Gratiot County as its nursing homes continue to navigate COVID-19
outbreaks. The nearest hub to Gratiot County is in Frankenmuth.

‘You can’t keep COVID-19 out forever’
While healthcare facilities, inducing long-term care facilities, are better equipped to prevent the spread of
COVID-19, precautions aren’t completely foolproof. Because people can be very infectious while showing no
symptoms, even with diligent screening protocols, Cheatham said that businesses and organizations — including
nursing homes — “can’t keep COVID-19 out forever.”



6/3/2020 LOCAL HEALTH EXPERTS WEIGH IN ON MID-MICHIGAN SPREAD | Gratiot County Herald

gcherald.com/local-health-experts-weigh-in-on-mid-michigan-spread/2020/05/27/ 3/3

Cheatham shared an example that he recently encountered from the Clinton County Courthouse. An individual,
who showed no symptoms of COVID-19, was screened and cleared to enter the courthouse for his trial. He lost
his trial, and when he was screened again at the jail, it was discovered he had “spiked a fever” sometime in those
few hours.
Even though the courthouse “did all the right things,” they still had COVID-19 exposure in their building — and
Cheatham said that this “just goes to show that every now and then, somebody who’s infectious is going to get
into your workplace.”
“That’s going to happen in any work setting,” he said. “Even if you’re careful, we will have incidents like
these.”
Because of situations like these, Cheatham said that the safest thing is for people to continue to stay home — but
as the economy begins to reopen, fewer people will be able to do that. And while some asymptomatic spreaders
are inevitable, Cheatham said that it’s “important to be cautious” and follow all guidances and protocols to
reduce the spread as much as possible.
“If we follow the Michigan Economic Recovery Commission guidance on how to work safely, then the incidents
of [COVID-19] getting into businesses or long-term cares or anywhere else will be much, much lower than they
would be otherwise — but it won’t be zero,” he said.
Hattem-Schiffman agrees that it is important for everyone to do their part to stop the spread. People should still
be diligent about washing their hands, which is the “number one way to prevent the spread of infection
anywhere in the world, not just in hospitals,” she said. And when in public spaces, act as if you have the virus:
wear a mask in order protect others from yourself.
Though she understands that these practices “get very tedious” as time goes on, she said it’s everyone’s
responsibly to protect one another from COVID-19.
“As members of the human race, we each bear an accountability to do our part to not let virus spread… Every
one of us should be voluntarily masking to ensure we are not spreading this virus,” she said.  
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Mid-Michigan District Health Department set to 

reopen Monday, will resume vaccinations  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on May 28, 2020  

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) is set to reopen and resume some services Monday, 

including vaccinations. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham announced during Wednesday’s Board 

of Health meeting that the health department will reopen Monday and begin offering public services again, including 

vaccinations. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Health Officer Marcus Cheatham made the announcement during a virtual Board of Health meeting Wednesday 

morning. 

“All Michigan businesses and public and private organizations are making arrangements for reopening in some form,” 

Cheatham noted. “We intend to proceed cautiously. The main threat to the health department has been revenue losses 

during the closure due to a decline in environmental health fees and billing insurances for services provided through 

the community health and education division. Therefore, the MMDHD must move forward with reopening.” 

Cheatham said the health department will follow the guidance of the Michigan Economic Recovery Council in 

reopening. The health department’s plan includes keeping as many of its employees working from home for as long 

as possible, except for in the environmental health division, where low-risk outdoor field work resumed May 7. 

Immunization services will resume by mid-June, which Cheatham said is needed as the state of Michigan has given 

20% fewer immunizations this year compared to one year ago. 

The health department’s Women, Infants & Children (WIC) and Children’s Special Health Care Services programs 

have continued throughout the pandemic. 

Cheatham also showed the Board of Health the state of Michigan’s new MI Safe Start dashboard (mistartmap.info/) 

which shows coronavirus spread and public health capacity statistics for Michigan counties. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
http://mistartmap.info/


 

 

The MI Safe Start online dashboard was recently launched detailing coronavirus epidemic spread and public health 

capacity statistics, such as Montcalm County, as pictured. The new dashboard was discussed during Wednesday’s 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health meeting. — Screenshot 

Montcalm County is averaging less than one new coronavirus case per day and an average of 68 tests are being 

administered daily, compared to Ionia County’s average of 2.4 new cases per day and 65.9 tests being done per day, 

according to the dashboard. 

Cheatham reported on an effort between the health department and the Meijer in Alma both working to provide drive-

thru testing to Gratiot County residents. He said the health department also asked Walmart and Walgreen’s in Gratiot 

County, but those stores weren’t interested. 

“Montcalm County has drive-thru testing at Sparrow Carson Hospital,” Cheatham told the Daily News. “Gratiot 

County has none, that is why we are focusing there.” 

Health Department Medical Director Dr. Jennifer Morse noted more testing isn’t necessarily helpful for reducing the 

spread of the virus. 

“Testing isn’t foolproof,” she said. “People can be infected and test negative. People can test positive for up to 60 

days after being infected when they’re really only contagious for about 10 days. Testing is helpful, but just being 

negative doesn’t mean that you’re safe to go to work. From a public health standpoint, it’s not an end-all, be-all from 

a public health perspective. It is a very, very complicated thing.” 

Cheatham said he was aware of “a couple” of citations that were issued to local businesses for allegedly violating the 

governor’s executive orders, but he doesn’t think citations will continue to be issued. 

“We are entering a period of COVID fatigue and law enforcement have told me that they do not think the public will 

be cooperative from here on out,” he said. “We’re experiencing a lot of fatigue from law enforcement officers about 

dealing with complaints and responding to complaints. I think we’re going to see less and less law enforcement 

responding to complaints. At this point in time, that’s inevitable. They’ve got so many other things they want to focus 

on.” 



 

Running With Scissors Salon in Edmore was the first — and only, to the Daily News’ knowledge — business in 

Montcalm County to be ticketed with a misdemeanor citation in relation to one of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s orders. 

Chastity Snyder of McBride, the salon owner, was ticketed on May 6 by a Montcalm County sheriff’s deputy for an 

alleged “violation of executive order 69.” Snyder says she believes Whitmer’s authority ended April 30 and that the 

citation is “bogus.” She plans to fight the charge and she is scheduled to appear in Montcalm County District Court in 

June. 

  

COVID-19 VS INFLUENZA 

Morse gave what she called a “Debbie Downer report” to the Board of Health regarding living with the coronavirus in 

the future. 

 

Dr.Jennifer Morse 

Morse said the coronavirus strain SARS-CoV caused a SARS outbreak with about 8,098 cases and 774 deaths in 24 

countries in 2002 and 2003, and the coronavirus strain MERS-CoV caused a MERS outbreak with about 2,519 cases 

and 866 deaths in 27 countries in 2012. 

Morse said this new strain of the coronavirus is different because it caused a global pandemic. She said while SARS 

and MERS caused people to become severely ill and those viruses were mostly spread among healthcare workers 

caring for patients in hospitals, in comparison COVID-19 is causing a more mild form of illness, meaning it’s more 

easily spreading throughout communities. 



 

Morse said while COVID-19 has a lower death rate, it’s more contagious than SARS and MERS, which has resulted 

in the global pandemic. 

Morse said the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy (CIDRAP) published “COVID-19: The CIDRAP 

Viewpoint Part 1: The Future of the COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons Learned from Pandemic Influenza” on April 30, 

which looked to prior influenza pandemics to attempt to make predictions about the future of COVID-19. 

According to that study, this strain of the coronavirus is similar to previous influenza pandemics over history in that 

both viruses are spread mostly by respiratory droplets and both can be spread by someone before they have symptoms 

or who has never had symptoms. The current strain of the coronavirus and influenza pandemic viruses are/were both 

new viruses that the world population doesn’t/didn’t have immunity to, making million of people vulnerable to 

infection. 

According to the study, there are some differences between COVID-19 and the pandemic influenza that may make 

them difficult to compare. The average incubation period for the influenza is two days but can range from one to four 

days, while the average incubation period for COVID-19 is five days but can range from two to 14 days, allowing it 

to spread without notice more than influenza. Influenza can be without symptoms from 4% to 28% of the time, but 

COVID-19 can be without symptoms from 6% to 41% of the time, which also allows it to spread without notice. The 

amount of virus produced by those with influenza peaks one or two days after symptoms start, while the amount of 

virus produced by those with COVID-19 peaks just before and during the first several days of illness. 

According to the study, the contagion rate for past influenza pandemics has been from 1.46 to 1.8, while the 

contagion rate for this current pandemic is from 2.2 to 3.3 (these numbers are measured based on the basic 

reproductive number, which is the average number of newly infected people that are caused by one infected person if 

everyone in the community is completely susceptible to the infecting organism). 

Morse said of the eight influenza pandemics that have occurred since the early 1700s, there does not seem to be any 

seasonal pattern. Seven of the pandemics had an early peak followed by a second peak around six months later, while 

some had smaller waves of cases over the two years following the first wave. 

“Since COVID-19 is more contagious, more people will need to become immune before the pandemic can end,” 

Morse said. “It is estimated 60% to 70% of the population needs to be immune before this pandemic stops. This will 

likely take 18 to 24 more months. A vaccine, when and if available, may help us to reach the goal levels of immunity, 

but one likely will not be available until 2021, and there are many potential causes for delay.” 

The Board of Health unanimously approved Morse’s medical director report, with one board member expressing 

some concern. 

“I vote yes, with reservations on how public this will go,” Gratiot County Commissioner Chuck Murphy said. 

“I think it’s public right now,” one meeting attendee said. 

“It’s a public meeting,” another attendee noted. 
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Health department purchases new fleet of copiers, 

printers  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on May 29, 2020  

 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health on Wednesday voted to purchase a new fleet of 

copier and printer equipment from Ricoh at a cost of $74,569. The move is expected to save the organization $36,000 

per year. — Screenshot 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health has voted to purchase a new fleet and light production 

machine of copier and printer equipment from Ricoh for $74,569. 

The move is expected to save the organization $36,000 per year and the total cost will be amortized over eight years 

at $9,321 per year, according to Health Department Executive Administrative Assistant Cindy Partlo, who presented 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

the financial information at Wednesday’s virtual meeting of the Board of Health, which covers Clinton, Gratiot and 

Montcalm counties. 

The health department also received quotes from Applied Imaging for $201,328 and from Michigan Office Solutions 

for $78,093. 

Some health officials expressed concern at making such a major purchase amid likely budget reductions due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

“I get a little anxious,” Health Officer Marcus Cheatham admitted. “It’s really a bet on two things — that we will be 

getting back to normal and it definitely assumes a healthy staffing level on our part.” 

“I’m not sure it’s the right time,” Administrative Services Director Melissa Selby agreed. “We’re very uncertain about 

how things are going to be next year. I see no problem with holding off on the light production.” 

Partlo said the light production machine will allow the health department to produce a variety of literature in-house. 

“We have several brochures that staff need periodically throughout the year,” she said. “Those documents are stored 

in the machine and the setup is already there. If family planning needs 100 brochures, they go and press a button and 

it spits out 100, there’s no setup. That was my thought on how that was going to work. I think having the light 

production will be a good thing.” 

Cheatham agreed that the savings gained with the new Ricoh fleet made sense, along with the ability for the health 

department to print its own documents. He also noted the health department currently has $489,000 in an office 

equipment fund for computers, services and software in addition to office equipment such as copiers and printers. 

Ricoh’s headquarters are based in Tokyo, Japan, leading Gratiot County Commissioner Chuck Murphy to ask, “Did 

we look at whether any of these companies are making these products in the United States?” 

“I personally doubt that anybody makes them in the United States,” Gratiot County Commissioner George Bailey 

noted. 

Partlo said she was recommending purchasing from Ricoh as that company is part of the state of Michigan’s MiDeal, 

an extended purchasing program that allows Michigan municipalities to buy goods and services from state contracts. 

The program features approximately 400 contracts available, was authorized by Michigan legislation and has been in 

existence since 1984 (more information can be found at michigan.gov/dtmb/0,5552,7-358-82550_85753—,00.html). 

“I’ll add it to my list for my state representative that they need to start working on,” Murphy said. 

The Board of Health unanimously approved the Ricoh fleet purchase. 

 

http://michigan.gov/dtmb/0,5552,7-358-82550_85753---,00.html
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Mid-Michigan District Health Department receives 

clean audit report  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on May 30, 2020  

The budget forecast may be uncertain for 2020 and beyond, but the Mid-Michigan District Health Department has 

received an “unmodified” audit rating for 2019 financials, which is the highest level of opinion an auditor can render. 

 

Ali Barnes, not pictured, from Yeo & Yeo CPAs & Business Consultants, gave an audit report to the Mid-Michigan 

District Health Department Board of Health on Wednesday. The health department received an “unmodified” audit 

rating — the highest level of opinion an auditor can render on financial statements. Health Officer Marcus Cheatham 

is pictured at upper right. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Ali Barnes from Alma-based Yeo & Yeo CPAs & Business Consultants reported the good news to the Board of 

Health during a virtual meeting Wednesday. 

“That’s the one you want us to give you,” said Barnes of the unmodified or clean audit rating. 

Barnes said the health department had “healthy” cash balances of $3.4 million and was able to add about $100,000 

back to its fund balance. The health department’s fund balance is $2.4 million. 

“That’s a positive, especially given what you’re potentially going into in an era where funding is going to be a little 

unsure here for a while,” she noted. 

Barnes noted the health department does have a net pension liability of $2.9 million and is funded at 80%. Barnes also 

conducted an audit of how the health department is expending its federal dollars and that audit returned clean results 

as well. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

“For the fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 2020, close monitoring of the federal and state budget actions will continue to be 

important related to lack of economic increases and/or further possible cuts in funding provided through state grant 

agreements, including those that originate at the federal level and other state funding mechanisms,” Barnes noted. 

“The department’s operating budget could be significantly impacted by changes in state funding, permit activity and 

billing reimbursement, therefore it will be monitored closely.” 

Health Officer Marcus Cheatham noted financial planning is currently difficult for the health department due to all the 

coronavirus pandemic uncertainties. 

“It looks like we’ll get through this year OK,” he said. “We might have a manageable deficit that manageable through 

fund balances. It’s next year that will be really murky for us. Doing a forecast right now is just basically being aware 

of the different things that could happen without attaching any probabilities to it. I think we have to attach the worst 

and the best to it at the same time.” 

“I think we’re going to be OK, this year, I’m a little more worried about next year,” agreed Administrative Services 

Director Melissa Selby. 
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in the Skilled Trades at 
Mid,” noted Shawn Troy, 
Dean of Career & Work-
force Education at Mid. 
“Faculty members, stu-
dents, and staff all went 
above and beyond to get 
this project completed, and 
it turned out fantastic!”

“Students really got in-
volved in this project and 
were excited to see it prog-
ress from schematic draw-
ing to raw metal and fi-
nally to finished piece 
on the wall of our learn-
ing space,” explained Eric 
Sander, CADD Instructor 
at Mid.

These programs, along 
with Automotive & Diesel 
Service, comprise Mid’s 
Skilled Trades programs, 
and feature several path-
ways to different creden-
tials and specialties.

Computer Aided Draft-
ing & Design 91% of stu-
dents who have success-
fully completed the CADD 
Associate Degree Pathway 
have been hired as full-
time professional CAD 
Designers or have trans-
ferred to a four-year col-
lege or university to pur-
sue advanced degrees.

Welding NEW! Weld-
ing Pre-Apprentice Certif-
icates are now available 
and allow you to build ba-
sic skills before entering an 
official apprenticeship at a 
local employer. The Pre-Ap-
prentice Certificate Path-
way can be customized for 
students ready to attend 
college and for those cur-
rently in high school.

Advanced Integrated 
Manufacturing The AIM 
Program features five path-
ways that allow you to spe-
cialize in automation and 
robotics, plastics technol-
ogy, machine tool, welding, 
or manufacturing manage-
ment.

Automotive & Diesel 
Service With a new auto-
motive learning lab, two 
pathways, multiple indus-
try-recognized certification 
milestones, and a recent 
graduate who now works 
as a Ferrari Technician, 
this program is top notch!

Mid Michigan College 
also offers Short-Term 
Training opportunities 
for Commercial Drivers 
Licensing, Drone Pilot-
ing, Drone Photo & Video, 
Electrical Apprentices, 
Precision Measurement, 
and Welding that take just 
weeks to complete and lead 
directly to meaningful ca-
reers in the local area.

Mid and MiWorks! 
have also partnered to of-
fer a Trade Apprentice-
ship Readiness Certificate 
which provides students 
with the opportunity to 
earn 10 college credits to-
ward a company’s appren-
ticeship program. The four 
college courses tuition 
and in some cases, wrap 
around services are funded 
through MiWorks!. Con-
tact your local MiWorks! 
Northeast or MiWorks! Re-
gion 7B office to learn more 
about the funding oppor-
tunity.

Registration for the Fall 
Semester is currently un-
derway at Mid and classes 
start August 31. Interested 
students can request addi-
tional information at mid-
mich.edu, apply online 
at apply.midmich.edu, or 
contact Admissions at ad-
missions@midmich.edu or 
(989) 386-6661.

For more information 
about Mid’s Skilled Trades 
programs, visit midmich.
edu/skilled-trades or con-
tact Dean Shawn Troy at 
stroy@midmich.edu or 
(989) 386-6658.

For more information 
about Short-Term Train-
ing, visit midmich.edu/
short-term-training or con-
tact the Technical Educa-
tion Center at training@
midmich.edu or (989) 386-
6614.

Mid Michigan College, 
with campuses in 
Harrison and Mt. 
Pleasant, has been 
serving its community 
since 1965. With state-
of-the-art facilities, 
experienced faculty, and 
vibrant student life, Mid 
is dedicated to helping 
students get the most 
out of their education. 
Learn more about Mid 
and all we have to offer at 
midmich.edu.
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By Brian Johnston
bjohnston@media 
newgroup.com

Michigan saw an in-
crease in daily coronavi-
rus cases with a decrease 
in deaths Sunday, May 31.

The state saw 28 new 
deaths added to the death 
toll, a decrease of nearly 
51 percent from the pre-
vious day. New daily cases 
were at 513, an increase of 
nearly 94 per-
cent.

In  tot a l , 
Michigan now 
ha s  57, 397 
ca ses ,  sur -
passing 57,000 
for the first 
time. State-
wide corona-
virus-related 
deaths  a re 
now at 5,491.

S o u t h -
east Michi-
gan made up 
309 of the 
513 cases, or 
60 percent of 
the statewide 
new ca ses . 
Additionally, 
78.5 percent 
of the state’s 
coronav ir us 
deaths - 22 of 
the 28 - were 
in Southeast 
Michigan.

Oakland County re-
ported 77 new cases and 
5 deaths Sunday a sig-
nificant increase in new 
cases from the previous 
day, bringing its totals 
to 8,396 cases and 988 
deaths.

Macomb County re-
ported 71 new cases and 
8 deaths Sunday, also in-
creasing heavily from the 
previous day’s reported 
cases. Macomb’s total 
numbers are now at 6,695 
cases and 810 deaths.

Wayne County outside 
Detroit saw 57 new cases 

and 5 new deaths, bring-
ing its totals to 9,374 cases 
and 1,087 deaths.

In Mid-Michigan, Clare 
County reported one new 
case for 19 total, with two 
deaths, the same as Sat-
urday, May 30. Gratiot 
County reported 74 cases, 
with one new death for a 
total of 10.

Kent County surpassed 
3,700 total cases Sun-
day, now at 3,715 with 85 

deaths
D e t r o i t 

s u r p a s s e d 
11,000 cases 
S u n d a y , 
with a total 
of 11,041 and 
1,374 deaths.

O f  t h e 
state ’s  83 
c o u n t i e s , 
79 of them 
are report-
ing at least 
one  c on -
f irmed in-
fection — or 
95 percent 
of Michigan 
c o u n t i e s . 
T he  on ly 
four coun-
ties with no 
reported in-
fections are 
all in the 
Upper Pen-
insula - Al-

ger, Iron, Keweenaw and 
Ontonagon.

All 68 Lower Peninsula 
counties have reported at 
least one infection since 
April 18.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections re-
ported 19 new cases with 
no deaths, bringing its to-
tal numbers to 3,933 cases 
and 69 deaths.

Federal correctional 
institutions in the state 
showed no increase in re-
ported coronavirus cases 
or deaths. Its numbers re-
main at 146 cases and 4 
deaths.

COVID-19 UPDATE

28 new deaths, 513 
new cases reported

BRIEFLY

Regulated utilities extend  
customer protections

LANSING » Regulated utilities in Michigan have 
agreed to extend service shut-off protections, flexi-
ble payment plans and other options offered to cus- 
tomers struggling with bills due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The Michigan Public Service Commission says the 
extensions will go through mid-June.

Jackson-based Consumers Energy and Detroit-
based DTE Energy have extended protections through 
June 12, following Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s stay-at-
home order extension.

The Public Service Commission in April directed 
regulated electric and natural gas utilities to file af-
firmations that certain minimum customer protec-
tions were in place.

The commission’s regulatory jurisdiction does not 
include municipally owned utilities or rural electric 
co-operatives, but most have observed the call for min-
imum protections and assistance.

—  The Associated Press

Number of hunters decline in Michigan

13,140 sportsmen pulled permits to hunt wild-
life in Northeast Michigan in 2019, including 5,348  
in Alpena County, 2,418 in Alcona County, 2,321 in 
Montmorency County, and 3,053 in Presque Isle 
County.

That’s down from 2018, when 13,405 hunters pulled 
permits in Northeast Michigan, but that does not 
 represent a clear downward trend in Up North hunt-
ing.

The numbers of Northeast Michigan hunters  
who have pulled permits fluctuated over the past 19 
years. For example, 12,969 hunters in the four-county 
area pulled permits in 2000, while 14,895 did so in 
2010.

Dustin Isenhoff, a spokesman for the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources, said each hunter may 
pull multiple permits throughout the year, and may 
or may not hunt in the county their hunting license 
was purchased.

—  Alpena News via AP Exchange

By Corey Williams
The Associated Press

A curfew has been in-
stituted in Detroit to keep 
people who live outside the 
city from instigating vio-
lence during protests over 
the death of George Floyd, a 
handcuffed black man who 
died last week after a white 
Minneapolis officer pressed 
his knee into his neck as he 
pleaded for air.

Police also are investigat-
ing whether rock throwing 
and other attacks on offi-
cers have been orchestrated 
by outsiders, according to 
Mayor Mike Duggan.

The curfew was to begin 
at 8 p.m. Sunday and run to 
5 a.m. Monday. Detroit res-
idents going to and from 
work will be exempt, and 
city buses will be running 
their normal routes.

Other cities across the 
U.S. have started simi-
lar measures after con-
secutive days of demon-
strations were marked by  
fights, theft, property dam-
age and attacks on police of-
ficers.

“This isn’t intended for 
Detroiters,” Duggan told 
reporters Sunday, adding 
that the curfew is aimed at 
keeping people who don’t 
live in the city from damag-
ing property and confront-
ing officers.

Warnings will be issued 
first for people violating the 
curfew. Arrests will follow, 
officials warned.

“It’s going to stay in place 
as long as (police chief 
James Craig) feels there is 
a threat from people out-
side the community,” Dug-
gan said.

Sixty people were ar-

rested during demonstra-
tions Friday night and 
early Saturday morning in 
Detroit. Of that number, 37 
were not from Detroit. Of 
the 84 people taken into 
custody Saturday night, 63 
don’t live in the city. Two 
others live in Tennessee and 
Ohio, police said Sunday.

“We are investigating 
potential charges against 
people who do appear to 
be planning some serious 
types of destruction,” Dug-
gan said.

The Detroit protests were 
among dozens around the 
country over the death of 
Floyd and the treatment 
of blacks by police. Among 
the protests in Michigan 
was one Saturday in Grand 
Rapids, the second-largest 
city in the state.

During Detroit’s protest 
Saturday, a group of dem-

onstrators walked onto a 
downtown-area freeway in 
an attempt to take it over, 
but that stretch of road had 
already been shut down to 
traffic, Craig said.

The group of 200 to 250 
people then headed into 
downtown and toward po-
lice headquarters.

“We could tell they were 
getting somewhat agitated,” 
Craig told reporters. “We 
didn’t want them to come 
close to our building. That’s 
when the protesters became 
violent.”

Rocks, other items and 
fireworks were thrown at 
officers, who responded 
with tear gas to disperse 
the crowd, he said.

Warnings were given be-
fore tear gas was used, and 
assessment were made as to 
whether using it was effec-
tive, Craig said.

STATE

DETROIT » Public health of-
ficials worry future out-
breaks of vaccine-prevent-
able diseases could emerge 
in Michigan as vaccination 
rates have dramatically 
fallen during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Vaccination rates for chil-
dren 18 and younger fell by 
more than 20%, according 
to a study published by the 
federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Measles vaccinations in 
particular, dropped about 
76% among 16-month-old 
children. Other diseases in-
clude mumps, rubella, diph-
theria, tetanus and pertus-
sis, or whooping cough.

Many parents worried 
about the virus have kept 
their young children home, 
doctors say.

“I’m extremely concerned 
that anytime we see a drop-
off in our vaccine rates that 
it does leave the door open 
for a potential outbreak,” 
Bob Swanson, director of 
the division of immuniza-
tion at the Michigan De-
partment of Public Health 
told The Detroit News.

Researchers compared 
how many kids have been 
vaccinated this May versus 
May rates from 2016-2019, 
and found fewer than half of 
babies who are currently 5 
months old were up-to-date 
on their immunizations 
compared to prior years. 
They relied on data from 
the Michigan Care Program 
Registry, which tracks im-
munizations statewide.

Dr. David Obudzinski, a 
pediatrician, said parents 
began canceling appoint-
ments in March, when stay-
at-home orders were issued. 
His Bingham Farms prac-
tice has remained open 
throughout the pandemic 
but was forced to reduce 
its hours due to lack of pa-
tients.

— The Associated Press

STATE

Vaccination 
rates drop, 
outbreak risk 
a concern

NICOLE HESTER/MLIVE.COM/ANN ARBOR NEWS VIA AP

A police officer grabs a protester during a Friday rally in Detroit calling for an end to police violence and justice for George 
Floyd.

Detroit enacts curfew to stem violence
84 had been taken into custody in Saturday night’s protests over Floyd death

In Mid-
Michigan, 

Clare 
County 

reported 
one new 

case for 19 
total, with 

two deaths, 
the same as 

Saturday, 
May 30. 
Gratiot 
County 

reported 74 
cases, with 

one new 
death for a 
total of 10.
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

Nine of the people who’ve died 
of COVID-19 in Gratiot County 
lived at the two nursing homes 
that reported outbreaks.

Five of them were residents of 
Masonic Pathways and four lived 
at Riverside Healthcare Center, 
said Leslie Kinnee, spokeswoman 
for Mid Michigan District Health 
Department.

The results are similar with 
what happened in Isabella 
County, where five and maybe six 
of the deaths took place at two of 
the county’s nursing homes.

Both counties have more than 
70 confirmed cases, with more 
than half of Gratiots potentially 
tied to nursing homes.

Fourteen employees of Masonic 
Pathways have tested positive for 
the virus, said CEO Mike Long in 
a Monday morning update mes-
sage. Everyone who has tested 
positive for the disease was as-

CORONAVIRUS

9 of Gratiot’s 
11 COVID-19 
victims from 
nursing homes

PHOTOS BY ERIC BAERREN — THE MORNING SUN

Protesters closed part of Mission Street for the second day in a row on Monday. The size of the crowd was larger but just as peaceful.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

For the second day in a row, protesters marched on 
downtown Mt. Pleasant, demanding justice for George 
Floyd and calling for changes to make life more equita-
ble for all Americans.

A crowd, much larger than the one that marched to the 
intersection of Main and Broadway Sunday night, gath-
ered at Central Michigan University’s Bovee Center. They 
were addressed by CMU President Bob Davies, who led 
them in a chant of, “I can’t breathe.”

Soon after, they assembled on Preston Street to march 
on the Isabella County Sheriff’s Office, 200 N. Court St., 
in downtown Mt. Pleasant.

Originally, they planned to march on the Mt. Pleasant 
Department of Public Safety on High Street, but when it 
became apparent that the number of people it would at-
tract were too many, they changed to the sheriff’s office.

How many? Hundreds. Black, white, Native American, 
Asian. A similar protest Sunday night attracted mostly 
younger people. Monday night was also mostly youth, but 
there were a fair numbers of older people and people who 
brought small children.

As the procession made it into the northbound lanes 
of Mission Street, people kept coming from Bovee. And 
kept coming. And kept coming. When the din of chant-

MT. PLEASANT

CROWD CALLS FOR 
JUSTICE, CHANGES

By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING » Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer lifted Michigan’s nearly 10-
week coronavirus stay-at-home 
order Monday, letting restau-
rants reopen to dine-in custom-
ers next week and immediately 
easing limits on outdoor gather-
ings while keeping social-distanc-
ing rules intact.

The governor moved regions 
comprising 93% of the state’s pop-

ulation to phase 4 — “improving” 
— two weeks after she announced 
that northern Michigan could ad-
vance to that stage. Businesses 
where close contact is necessary, 
such as gyms, hair salons, the-
aters and amusement parks, will 
remain closed under a new order.

Retailers can reopen to cus-
tomers without an appointment 
on Thursday and restaurants can 
offer dine-in service on June 8, 
with capacity limits. Children’s 
day camps, pools, libraries and 

museums can also open June 8. 
Groups of up to 100 can gather 
outside if they stay 6 feet apart, 
up from a threshold of 10 people. 
In-home services such as house-
cleaning can resume.

People must continue to wear 
face coverings in enclosed pub-
lic spaces.

Whitmer said her goal is to 
shift the state to phase 5 — “con-
taining” — before July 4, so busi-
nesses such as barbershops, in-

STATE

Whitmer lifts stay-at-home order
Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer is 
lifting the 
stay-at-home 
order that 
kept residents 
locked down 
for more than 
two months.

MICHIGAN 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
OF THE GOVERNOR 
VIA AP

CMU Communications

Central Michigan University 
President Bob Davies announced 
Monday the decision to begin and 
end the fall 2020 semester early 
in an effort to reduce the risk of 
community spread of COVID-19 
and influenza.

The new schedule moves the 
first day of classes to Aug. 17 — 
two weeks earlier than previ-
ously scheduled — and concludes 
classes Nov. 25.

“By moving up the start and 
conclusion of our fall semester, 
we seek to significantly reduce 
the number of students, faculty 
and staff returning to and from 
campus for the Thanksgiving hol-
iday and through December,” Da-
vies said. “This reduces the like-
lihood of potential spread of in-
fectious diseases like the flu and 
COVID-19 on our campus and in 
our community.”

In addition, the new sched-
ule avoids peak flu season and a 
possible resurgence of COVID-19 
cases in the colder winter months, 

MT. PLEASANT

CMU to start 
and end early 
in fall to limit 
community 
virus spread
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March to Isabella sheriff’s office caps second day of peaceful protests

In downtown Mt. Pleasant Sunday, a man addresses a crowd gathered 
to protest the death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis, 
Minn., police officers. PROTEST » PAGE 3

»    themorningsun.com
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Age 79, of Alma, 
passed away, Satur-
day, May 30, 2020 at 
the Mid-Michigan Med-
ical Center in Alma. 
Louis was born April 
11, 1941 in St. Louis, 
the son of Clarence and 
Agnes (Finch) Ander-
son. He married Beverly 
Stoneburner on Sep-
tember 1, 1973. Louis 
retired from Oxford Au-
tomotive. He is survived 
by his children Mary 
Anderson, Julie (Mike) 
Sova, grandchildren 

Dorian Michael Louis Sova, Destiny Jean Elaine 
Sova, Danielle Sova, sister Arlene Farrier-Solo-
mon, brother Arnold Anderson and many nieces 
and nephews. Louis was preceded in death by 
his parents, wife, 9 brothers Andy, Gordon, Ger-
ald, Richard, Howard, Dale, Basil, Gale, Ron and 
4 sisters Dorthea, Loureen, Dorothy and Betty. A 
private family burial was held at Chapel Gardens 
Cemetery. A celebration of life service will be held 
at a later date. Arrangements have been entrusted 
to the care of the Lux-Moody-Wofel Funeral Home, 
Alma. To view Louis’s obituary or to leave a con-
dolence for the family please visit www.luxfuneral-
homes.com.

ANDERSON, LOUIS WAYNE 

age 60, of Alma, passed 
away Thursday, May 
28, 2020, at her home 
with family by her side. 
Debbie was born No-
vember 24, 1959, at 
Itazuke Air Force Base 
in Fukuoka, Japan, 
the daughter of Robert 
J. and Dorothy (Losey) 
Fall.  She was a grad-
uate of Alma High 
School, class of 1979.  
Debbie married Michael 
Dufrene on March 30, 
1979.  She worked as 
a nurse for years and 

dedicated her life to caring for others.  Debbie cher-
ished spending time with her family. She loved her 
dogs and horses.  She was also was an avid gar-
dener.  Her storytelling will be missed by all. Deb-
bie is survived by her husband Mike of Alma; her 
daughters Amber (Harry) Mika of Midland, Chelsea 
(Kevin) Dewey of Gilbert, AZ, and Brandy Dufrene 
(Josh Wood) of Ithaca; granddaughters Sophia, 
Madison, and Ellie; brothers Bob (Melinda) Fall 
and Mark Fall, both of Alma; sisters Sherri (Tom) 
Zinn of Alma, Kim (Gary) Thompson of Elwell; and 
father-in-law Paul Dufrene of Ft. Myers Beach, FL. 
Debbie was preceded in death by her parents Rob-
ert J. Fall & Dorothy Fall; sister Sue Donley; and 
mother-in-law Naureen Dufrene. A Celebration of 
Life will be held at a later date.  Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. You may view Deborah’s obituary online 
and send a condolence to the family or place a me-
morial donation at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com
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Dewey Dewayne Mal-
lory, 84, of Wheeler, 

passed away SaturMI, -
day, May 30, 2020, at 
his home with his wife 
by his side. Crema-Crema
tion has taken placetion has taken place
and a Private Familyand a Private Family
Service was held atService was held at
Ridgelaawn Cemete yrry,Ridgelawn Cemetery,
Breckenridge, MI. ABreckenridge, MI. A
Public Memorial Ser-Public Memorial Ser
vice will be plannedvice will be planned
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By Jim Lahde
jlahde@digitalfirstmedia.com 
@JimLahde on Twitter

Sometimes there’s no reason to 
wait, thus go on and get on with it 
already.

This is one of those instances.
During her illustrious head-coach-

ing career Margo Jonker led the Cen-
tral Michigan University softball 
team to great seasons and great 
heights year-in and year-out. The 10-
time MAC ‘Coach of the Year’ retired 
last July after nearly 40-years at the 
helm (1980-2019), finishing her ca-
reer with the most wins in MAC his-
tory (1,268 wins) and ninth-most in 
Division I softball history.

On Monday the Mid-American 
Conference announced its newest 
Hall of Fame class and less than 12 
months removed from retiring one 
Margo Jonker was on the list.

Jonker is one of six new inductees 
who will be forever enshrined in the 
MAC Hall of Fame going forward.

“I was certainly surprised and ap-
preciate that people thought enough 
of me to nominate me,” said Jonker, 
who led the Chippewas to 10 MAC 
Tournament titles and 10 MAC reg-
ular-season crowns. “I get the credit, 
but it was a team effort. It’s a reflec-
tion on our program and the student-

athletes who came through it.”
Over the years Jonker has been 

elected to numerous Halls of Fame, 
both within the state of Michigan 
and nationally. However, this one has 
a sweeter ring to it in that the Mid-
American Conference was where she 
competed for four decades. Between 

1980 and 2019 Jonker-led teams 
churned out 13 NCAA Tournament 
appearances and advanced to the 
College World Series twice (1982, 
1987). The former ‘National Coach 
of the Year’ also coached three Aca-
demic All-Americans and eight All-
Americans. CMU also produced 87 
first-team All-MAC selections and 
39 second-teamers while 67 players 
earned All-MAC academic honors.

Not to be forgotten was the fact 
that she was an assistant coach on 
the Olympic Softball Team that won 
gold down under in 2000.

“I miss the game, I miss the strat-
egy, I miss the student-athletes” said 
Jonker, whose career record was 
1,268-808-7. “But I think I picked the 
right time to retire.”

Jonker is joined in the Class of 
2020 by: Stevi Large Gruber (Akron, 
women’s track & field); Bryan Bull-
ington (Ball State, baseball); Wally 
Szcerbiak (Miami, basketball); El-
len Herman-Kimball (Ohio, volley-
ball); Brianna Shook (Toledo, wom-
en’s track & field).

In all the MAC has now inducted 
15 classes and 102 individuals.

Jim Lahde is a multimedia 
journalist who is sports editor 
for The Morning Sun. Reach him 
at jlahde@medianewsgroup.com. 
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Longtime softball coach Jonker 
headed to MAC Hall of Fame
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Retired CMU softball coach Margo 
Jonker will be inducted into the 
Mid-American Conference Hall of 
Fame. Jonker retired last summer 
as the winningest softball coach in 
conference history.

as suggested by some health experts.
A phased move-in for residence 

halls and on-campus apartments 
will begin Aug. 13. Students will 
move back in waves to allow for max-
imum social distancing.

Fall events such as homecoming 
and commencement also are being 
reviewed, and dates and details are 
likely to change.

CMU Provost Mary C. Schutten 
said a new model for class delivery 
will assist students who may strug-
gle to move back to Mount Pleasant 
early, as well as help to ensure social 
distancing.

“We have implemented hybrid-
flexible, or HyFlex, which provides 
students the option to attend classes 
face-to-face or online in a synchro-
nous model, or both, to ensure less 
density in the classroom,” she said.

Davies said CMU leadership also 
is reviewing the spring 2021 sched-
ule but has not yet made any mod-

ifications.
“Our plans are aligned with Gov. 

Gretchen Whitmer’s phased plan for 
reopening the state of Michigan and 
incorporate public health guidance 
from both the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and our 
state and local health departments. 
Central Michigan University will 
continue to adhere to this guidance 
closely,” he said.

“We are thrilled to have our stu-
dents returning to Mount Pleasant 
for the fall semester, and we will en-
sure we do it as safely as possible.”

CMU
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sociated with the Jack F. Saunders 
Health Care Center. Two other Ma-
sonic facilities — PACE Care Center, 
1750 E. Bellows St., in Mt. Pleasant; 
and Warwick Living Facility, 525 N. 
State St., in Alma — remain COVID-
free.

Isabella announced one new pos-
itive case since Friday afternoon, 
for a cumulative total of 77 posi-
tive tests. The Central Michigan 
District Health Department lists 
50 as recovered. People described 
as recovered are still alive 30 days 
after testing positive and are not 

in the hospital.
The county’s biggest outbreak hit 

the Isabella County Medical Care 
Facility, where 23 residents were ul-
timately infected. The facility an-
nounced last week that the last of 
the 18 residents who tested posi-
tive met the criteria of recovered.

Another person who lived at 
MediLodge Mt. Pleasant died in 
early April.

Gratiot’s cases remained static at 
74. Midland County (82 cases/eight 
deaths), Montcalm (66/1), Mecosta 
(2½), Clare (19/2) all saw their con-
firmed case numbers increase by 
one. Gladwin County (18/1) was un-
changed.

Statewide, another 135 cases 
were announced for a total of 

57,532 and another 25 deaths were 
announced for a total of 5,516.

In the five days previous to Fri-
day, an average of 15,143 tests per 
day were conducted state wide, 
with an average response rate of 
4.5 percent as positive. In Region 
6, the state police emergency pre-
paredness district that Isabella, 
Clare, Mecosta and Montcalm be-
long to, an average of 2,079 tests 
were conducted each day during 
that span with an average of 5 per-
cent of them coming back positive.

Eric Baerren is a multimedia 
journalist for The Morning Sun 
in Mt. Pleasant, where he has 
served as a columnist in recent 
years. 

Gratiot
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door gyms, theaters and overnight 
camps can open. She plans later this 
week to let the Upper Peninsula and 
Traverse City regions, where CO-
VID-19 cases and deaths have been 
low, proceed to stage 5.

“We’re taking a big step for-
ward today. It’s undeniable,” said 
the Democratic governor, whose 
restrictions have been unsuc-
cessfully challenged in court by 
Republican lawmakers and oth-
ers. “We’ve gone from a moment 
where we’ve said, ‘Everyone needs 
to stay home except for these es-

sential things’ to now, ‘It’s OK to 
reengage except for a few of these 
things that still are too risky.’”

More than 5,600 people have 
died from coronavirus complica-
tions in Michigan, fifth most in 
the country. The state on Monday 
reported 25 additional deaths.

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, the state’s 
chief medical executive, said the 
number of people sickened by the 
virus continues to rise at a slower 
rate, and hospitals have capacity. 
She cautioned that just one per-
son can infect many.

“It’s incredibly important that 
as businesses open up they do so 
in the safest way possible, follow-
ing the safety protocols and guid-
ance put forth by public health of-

ficials,” Khaldun said.
For most people, the new coro-

navirus causes mild or moder-
ate symptoms, such as fever and 
cough that clear up in two to three 
weeks. For some, especially older 
adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause more 
severe illness, including pneumo-
nia, and death.

Justin Winslow, president and 
CEO of the Michigan Restaurant 
& Lodging Association, credited 
restaurants in northern Michigan 
for setting “a tremendous example 
for the rest of the state that this 
industry is capable of operating 
in challenging times while ensur-
ing the safety of guests and work-
ers alike.”

Order
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MIDLAND » A U.S. House commit-
tee is investigating the failure  of a 
Michigan dam, giving the state two 
weeks to respond to a series of de-
tailed questions about inspections 
and oversight.

The House Energy and Commerce 
Committee sent a similar letter to a 
federal agency that had oversight 
of the Edenville Dam in Midland 
County until fall 2018.

“This inquiry is critical to ensur-
ing this never happens again in any 
city in America with a high hazard 
dam,” said Michigan Reps. Debbie 
Dingell and Fred Upton, who are 
members of the committee.

“It is concerning there are serious 
gaps in existing laws, and gathering 
the facts will be essential as we con-
sider future bipartisan legislation 
to protect communities across the 
country,” they said.

About 11,000 people were forced 
to evacuate their homes two weeks 
ago when the Edenville and Sanford 
dams failed, unleashing the Tittaba-

wassee River.
The Federal Emergency Regula-

tory Commission, known as FERC, 
said dam operator Boyce Hydro 
Power had a string of violations 
over 14 years. The agency said it re-
peatedly raised concerns about the 
Edenville Dam’s ability to prevent 
flooding during extreme conditions 
because of an inadequate spillway 
capacity.

The House committee wants 
Michigan to explain why it found 
the dam in fair condition in Octo-
ber 2018, just a month after FERC re-
voked a license. It also wants to know 
the size and finances of the state’s 
dam safety program. Responses from 
FERC and the Michigan environment 
department are due by June 15.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer last week 
told the same department — Envi-
ronment, Great Lakes and Energy — 
to investigate the Edenville and San-
ford dam failures.

— The Associated Press

STATE

Congress demands answers on 
Michigan’s Edenville Dam failure

STATE
Michigan lifting ban on 
can, bottle returns
LANSING » Load up the trunks!

Michigan residents bur-
dened for weeks with bottles 
and cans can return them 
again to stores, starting June 
15.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
had suspended the returns be-
cause of the coronavirus. As a 
result, bottles and cans with 
10-cent deposits have been 
piling up in basements, ga-
rages and under the kitchen 
sink.

There are estimates that 
the returnables are worth 
millions of dollars. Some 
people have simply dropped 
cans and bottles in recycling 
bins or donated them to non-
profit groups instead of sav-
ing them.

Returns are limited to $25 
per day. Retailers with collec-
tion machines can set up spe-
cial hours.

— The Associated Press
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Montcalm County offices open to public again, but 

many doors remain locked  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on June 02, 2020  

STANTON — As an emergency medical technician, Kendra Battig is used to spending her days responding to 

emergencies and running the Rescue 26 truck out of Greenville. 

 

Warren Wells of Stanton points toward the Montcalm County Building Department as his destination as Kendra 

Battig, an emergency medical technician for Montcalm County Emergency Services, screens him for coronavirus 

symptoms and signs him in Monday morning at the Montcalm County Administrative Building in Stanton — the first 

day of Montcalm County government buildings reopening to the public since March 24. — DN Photo | Elisabeth 

Waldon 

But this week found the Montcalm County Emergency Services EMT trying on a different hat. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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Beginning at 8 a.m. Monday, Battig’s new work station was just inside the west entrance of the Montcalm County 

Administrative Building in Stanton, which has been closed to the public since March 24 but reopened Monday after a 

vote by the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners last week. 

Sitting behind a table lined with screening questionnaires, coronavirus literature, disinfectant spray, paper towels, 

hand sanitizer and face masks, Battig began her new part-time job of screening all visitors for coronavirus symptoms. 

Battig greets each visitor and hands them a sheet, asking them to sign their name, which office they are visiting and to 

check off the following questions: In the past 24 hours, have you experienced an atypical cough, atypical shortness of 

breath, fever of 100 degrees F or above, chills or repeated shaking, muscle pain, sore throat, headache and new or loss 

of taste or smell? If a visitor answers “yes” to any of those symptoms, they are not permitted to access the building 

and are given a COVID-19 fact sheet from the CDC. 

Visitors must also answer: In the past 14 days, have you had close contact (within 6 feet for a prolonged period of 

time with anyone with a diagnosis of COVID-19? Have you traveled internationally or domestically? If they answer 

“yes” to either of those questions, they also are not permitted to access the building. 

Battig also asks visitors for their name, email address and phone number in case she has to contact them later 

regarding possible exposure to the coronavirus. 

“The county employees have been great,” said Battig regarding the new screening process. “The customers coming in, 

most of them have been great. I have gotten a little bit of pushback from some individuals, mostly about masks but 

also about the screening in general. I got the impression they felt it was intrusive. Another person made it feel like it 

was a waste of time and pointless to be doing this. I expected that.” 

Battig said she and other Emergency Services personnel who volunteered for the screening job will take turns doing 

shifts inside the Administrative Building, which houses the Building Department, the Controller-Administrator’s 

Office, the Clerk’s Vital Records/Elections Office, the Register of Deeds Office and the Treasurer’s Office. The 

building also houses the Michigan State University Extension Office, which remains closed for now. 

 

Yellow caution tape cordons off the stairway leading to and from the main entrance of the Montcalm County 

Administrative Building in Stanton. The main entrance remains closed but as of Monday residents can now enter the 
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building via the west entrance to visit the Building Department, the Controller-Administrator’s Office, the Clerk’s 

Vital Records/Elections Office, the Register of Deeds Office and the Treasurer’s Office. — DN Photo | Elisabeth 

Waldon 

The Register of Deeds Office and Treasurer’s Office are both back to serving people through locked doors via passing 

documents and money through old-fashioned mail slots in the doors. Both of those offices are scheduled to have 

sneeze guards installed this week for additional protection when doors are finally unlocked. 

Register of Deeds Lori Wilson said two people came in first thing Monday morning to use the property search 

computers available in a public room on the second floor. People are able to search county properties from 1988 to 

present online, but older properties must be accessed via county computers. 

“I’m happy because we’re part of the financial institutions and we’ve been doing a lot of searching for them and 

working late at night trying to do things for them and now they can do the searching themselves,” Wilson said. “Big 

wind and solar farms are going on and mortgages have still happened. We’re not any slower with our numbers. Real 

estate in Montcalm County is still going good.” 

On the ground floor of the building, the Building Department has been open since May 7, but now that a designated 

screener is at the west entrance, those employees no longer have to individually screen visitors. 

“It saves us having to go meet somebody outside and let them in,” noted Andy Arwood who works in the Building 

Department office. 

Upon the third floor of the building, not many people visit the Controller-Administrator’s Office on a typical day 

anyway. 

“I think it’s a good thing,” said Interim Controller-Administrator Brenda Taeter of the building reopening. “It needs to 

happen.” 

‘Why are we outside of the executive order?’ 

Not all county employees are happy about what they view as the Board of Commissioners forcing them to reopen 

their offices to the public. 

Clerk Kristen Millard noted the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office in the courthouse across town remains closed to the 

public until at least June 22 due to an order from the State Court Administrative Office in Lansing, but due to the 

county board’s vote, the Clerk’s Vital Records/Elections Office now must be open. 

“I’m uncomfortable with being open against the governor’s order,” Millard said. “We were still fully servicing our 

customers. That makes me uncomfortable. Why are we outside of the executive order? What’s changed?” 

“Maybe the horse came out before the cart,” Deputy Clerk Nan Hagerman agreed. “Maybe we shouldn’t have closed 

to begin with if they were going to open up before the order has ended. Why did we close? Why did we open? What’s 

changed?” 

Next door to the Administrative Building, the Drain Commission Office is also open. 

Across town on the north side of Stanton, the Commission on Aging facility is once again fully staffed, but the door is 

locked to the public and Director Ryan Dreyer declined to meet the Daily News outside. 
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Dreyer also expressed concern with how the county board handled the reopening. 

“I think there have been some miscommunications in terms of how things are being rolled out,” he said. “I do have 

some reservations that it’s been rushed a little. We’re just trying to make the best that we can out of this situation.” 

Dreyer said congregate meals and transportation services remain on hold, as do direct care services that involve aides 

visiting people in their home. He said meal delivery continues as it has since county offices first closed in March and 

wellness checks continue via telephone to clients. He said a new grocery shopping service has also been implemented 

to help some clients as needed. 

“We’re just trying to be creative with ways that we can interact with the population we serve,” he said. “We’ve got a 

timeline kind of set up, not dates but more of a data-driven timeline regarding when we’ll start those services up 

again. We don’t have any services that we’re operating right now that require face to face interaction.” 

Dreyer said people are asked to call (989) 831-7476 to ask any questions about Commission on Aging services and 

screening will proceed from there if a visit is needed. 

Next door to the Commission on Aging, the Mid-Michigan District Health Department also technically reopened 

Monday, but the door was locked when the Daily News visited. 

Public Information Office Leslie Kinnee told the Daily News via email that family planning and immunization clinics 

resumed by appointment Monday. She said the health department has been offering some family planning services 

and environmental health services by appointment during the agency’s closure. She said while working from home, 

health department staff have also been serving Women, Infant and Children (WIC) clients, Children’s Special Health 

Care clients, working on routine communicable disease cases and community health workers have also been assisting 

clients from home. People can call (989) 831-5237 for more information. 
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By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Things will be a bit different 
but the St. Louis farmers market 
is planning to open its 2020 sea-
son on Thursday.

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic some new rules and reg-
ulations have been implemented 
this year, according to Manager 
Linda Bader.

“We want to try and keep ven-
dors, market staff and customers 
as safe as we can,” she said.

The market, located in the city 
hall parking lot at 300 N. Mill St., 
will be open from 2 to 6 p.m. each 

ST. LOUIS

Farmers 
market 
to open 
Thursday

ISABELLA COUNTY

Recycling facility to reopen Thursday

MT. PLEASANT

DINING OUT RETURNS

Restaurateurs can finally breathe a sigh of relief with reopenings on the horizon
By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The number of COVID-19 cases 
in Gratiot County increased by 
two overnight to 76, with at least 
one of them appearing to be a res-
ident of Masonic Pathways.

The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services an-
nounced in its daily update Tues-
day that the outbreak there now 
included 19 residents, up one from 
Monday’s announced total of 18. 

Five residents of Pathways’ 
Jack F. Saunders Health Care Cen-
ter have died from the disease, 
and that facility has been the lo-
cation for the entire Pathways 

GRATIOT COUNTY

2 more virus 
cases, at least 1 
likely at Pathways
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Isabella County’s Materials 
Recovery Facility, closed since 
March, will reopen Thursday, 
following the lifting of Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmers safer-at-
home order.

The facility was closed when 
all of the county’s facilities were 
closed two-and-a-half months 

ago due to COVID-19.
Since then, people have strug-

gled to find space for not only 
their recyclable items, but also 
their returnable cans and bottles. 
To help alleviate the problem, the 
city of Mt. Pleasant contracted for 
a one-time pickup of recyclables in 
the city the week of May 21.

As of Thursday, the MRF is 
open for dropoff at its 4208 E. 
River Road facility. At this time, 
people don’t need to stop at the of-

fice to sign in and identify where 
they live and the county won’t col-
lect fees on grass or yard waste 
until June 22. 

Also on Thursday, collection de-
pots throughout the county are 
also open.

Curbside pickup will start 
Monday, with Union Township. 
On Tuesday, pickup will continue 
in Union Township and Deerfield 
Township. Pickup will continue 
in Deerfield Township on June 

10 and 11, take place in Lake Is-
abella on June 12. On June 15, 
pickup will take place in Shep-
herd, take place in Lincoln Town-
ship and at the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Indian Tribe reservation 
on June 16, continue in Lincoln 
Township and start in Union 
Township on June 17, will wrap 
up in Union Township on June 18 
and end the week with Rolland 
Township on June 19.

For the time being, residents 

are asked to bring no more than 
three recycling bins to the curb-
side, so the recycling service can 
handle was is anticipated to be 
a heavy load. People with more 
than three bins are asked to ei-
ther drop off the materials at 
the recycling facility or hold on 
to them until a subsequent curb-
side pickup.

Until further notice, the MRF 
is not accepting tires or motor 
oil.

CLOUDS, SUN
High: Low:85 58

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Tuesday morning, members 
of the Breidenstein family were 
in The Bird Bar and Grill, trying 
to figure out how to make their 
popular downtown spot safe to 
reopen. Half of their booths are 
already taped off. Half the ta-
bles in what used to be Steiner’s 
Pizza Planet are already gone.

Some of the next steps: In-
vest in sheeting to hang be-
tween booths, do we place sig-

nage on the closed booths or let 
the masking tape do that job.

The expectation is they’ll re-
open on Monday, said Ben Bre-
idenstein, the first day permis-
sible after Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer rescinded her safer-at-home 
executive order on Monday and 
announced she was moving the 
entire state into the fourth stage 
of her six-stage plan to reopen 
Michigan following the out-
break of COVID-19.

The two-and-a-half month 
shut down has left them feeling 
sad, he said.

“We like serving the public,” 
he said. “We like serving our 
customers.”

They, like a lot of other res-
taurant owners, are in the pro-
cess of figuring out how much 
they can reopen. They’ll have 
some food, but they need to 
take a look at their inventory to 
determine whether they’ll have 
more than just pizzas.

Supply chain issues will keep 
Mountain Town Station and Ca-
mille’s Prime closed for the time 
being, said owner Jim Holton. 
He has some plans to redo the 

interior and has sold ribs out 
back the last couple of weeks.

Current plans are to reopen 
both July 27, but if they can’t get 
inventory in place, they’ll accel-
erate that.

Two of his other restaurants -- 
Summit Smokehouse and Alma 
Brewing Company -- will reopen 
Monday, with some changes.

Both have outside seating, 
which will get separated by at 
least six feet of space, and any-
one who wants a seat will need 
to leave a number and wait in 
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COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2019 FORD F-150 XLT SUPERCREW
4X4

Only 7,000 Miles
5.0L V8 Engine, Chrome Package, Sharp Magnetic Grey Color,

Backup Camera, Factory Running Boards!

or about
$498.00 Per Month

$34,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2018 DODGE JOURNEY GT
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

Only 7,000 Miles
Real Head Turner! Power Sunroof, NAVIGATION,

Third Row Seating, Heated Leather Interior, Alpine Stereo

or about
$329.00 Per Month

$22,995 /ONLY

2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
LT-2

Only 2,000 Miles!
Gorgeous Pacific Blue Metallic Color, Apple Car Play,
Power Liftgate, Factory Remote Start, Heated Seats!

or about
$329.00 Per Month

$22,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2020 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED
4X4

Only 1,000 Miles
Showroom NEW!! 3.2L V6 Engine, Heated Leather, Power Liftgate,

Factory Remote Start, SAVE YOURSELF THOUSANDS!!

or about
$429.00 Per Month

$29,995 /ONLY

»    themorningsun.com
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DJ Blizzard and Ben Breidenstein carry a table from part of The Bird Bar & Grill to the back to make enough space for social distancing 
when they reopen, which is anticipated for Monday. The popular downtown Mt. Pleasant spot has been closed since March due to 
COVID-19.
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MISSISSIPPI

Officer suspended for alleged racial slur

MERIDIAN, MISS. » A Mississippi police officer has
been suspended with pay after he allegedly used a
racial slur against a fellow officer.

Meridian Police Officer Joey Lawn is accused of
calling a black officer the n-word. Lawn is a K-9
supervisor who has been with the department for
more than 10 years.

Interim Meridian Police Chief Charles Coleman
told WTOK-TV the incident happened in 2018.

“The incident occurred while our K-9 unit was
training in Northport, Alabama, in 2018. It re-
surfaced in February of 2020 causing some work-
place friction,” Coleman said. Coleman said Lawn
will remain suspended through the investigation.

AFGHANISTAN

Official: Mosque bombed, 2 dead, 2 hurt
KABUL, AFGHANISTAN » A bomb exploded inside a
mosque in the Afghan capital Kabul on Tuesday,
killing two people, including the mosque’s prayer
leader, and wounding two others an official said.

Tariq Arian, spokesman for Afghanistan’s In-
terior Ministry, said the bomb targeted the Wazir
Akber Khan Mosque at around 7:25 p.m., when
worshippers had gathered for evening prayers.
The mosque is located in a high-security diplo-
matic area near the offices of several interna-
tional organizations and embassies.

OKLAHOMA

Judge gives control of zoo to Carole Baskin
WYNNEWOOD, OKLA. » A federal judge in Okla-
homa has awarded ownership of the zoo made fa-
mous in Netflix’s “Tiger King” docuseries to Joe
Exotic’s chief rival.

In a ruling Monday, U.S. District Judge Scott
Palk granted control of the Oklahoma zoo that
was previously run by Joseph Maldonado-Pas-
sage — also known as Joe Exotic — to Big Cat
Rescue Corp.

The Florida group was founded by Carole
Baskin, who also featured prominently in the hit
Netflix series. Maldonado-Passage is currently
serving a 22-year federal prison term for killing
five tigers and plotting to have Baskin killed.

— Compiled by The Associated Press

A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

age 53, of Mt. Pleas-
ant, passed away Mon-
day, June 1, 2020, at
her home surrounded
by her family. Friends
are invited to attend
a public visitation on
Monday, June 8, from
2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at
Clark Family Funeral
Chapel. However, due
to the ongoing indoor
gathering restrictions
imposed by executive
order, funeral services
for Sulema will be
private. Family and

friends are invited to join the services via a live
broadcast on Tuesday, June 9, at 1 p.m. To do
so, please visit the webcasting link at Sulema’s
Book of Memories at www.clarkfuneralchapel.
com or https://www.facebook.com/clarkfuner-
alchapel. Burial will take place at Kelly Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made to the fam-
ily. Envelopes will be available at Clark Family
Funeral Chapel. Sulema was born June 6, 1966,
in Lansing, Michigan, the daughter of Thomas and
Paz Gloria (Tamayo) Bustillos. She enjoyed quilt-
ing, journaling, and listening to music. Most im-
portant to her was spending time with her family.
Sulema is survived by her husband of 38 years
Michael Lyon of Mt. Pleasant; her children Isaiah
Lyon (Hallie Walkington), Eliazar Lyon, Leo Lyon
(Ashley Anthony), and Sulema Valencia Lyon, all of
Mt. Pleasant; 12 grandchildren; brothers Thomas
(Susan) Bustillos of Alpena, Juan (Melissa) Bustil-
los of Lansing, Eleazar Bustillos or Harlingen, TX;
sister Juana Guadalupe Soto or Harlingen, TX;
father-in-law Michael Lyon, Sr. of Mt. Pleasant;
and many nieces and nephews. Sulema was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, mother-in-law Ma-
ria Dora Lyon, and nephew Henry Zepeda. To view
Sulema’s obituary online and send a condolence to
the family, please visit

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

CASTILLA, SULEMA GLORIA

Age 85, of Breckenridge,
passed away Tuesday,
June 2, 2020 at her
home surrounded by
her children. Nancy
was born March 29,
1935 in Breckenridge,
the daughter of Jay
and Ella (Muscott)
Coleman. She gradu-
ated from Breckenridge
High School with the
class of 1953. Nancy
married Richard “Dick”
Hendricks on Septem-
ber 5, 1953. She was a
70 year member of the

First Congregational Church of Breckenridge and a
member of the Breckenridge O.E.S. She and Dick
enjoyed wintering in Texas and their road trip to
Alaska on the 50th anniversary of the opening of
the Alaskan Highway. She also enjoyed sewing,
quilting and making clothing for her family. Nancy
loved spending time with her children, grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren; they were the biggest
joy of her life. She is survived by her husband Dick,
children Cheryl (Mike) Stebbins, Nanette Clapp,
Kelly (Mike) Bushre, Richard (Merrit) Hendricks,
Douglas (Patsy) Hendricks, David Hendricks, 12
grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren with
one on the way. She was preceded in death by her
parents, siblings Norman, Max, Joann, grandson
Danny Stebbins and granddaughter-in-law Teresa
Goff. Funeral services will be held Friday, June 5,
2020 at 11 am at the First Congregational Church
of Breckenridge, 830 Wright St., Breckenridge,
17 4*/82+ '?@A B6C@#E -6@G :GC@GE #F3$?6@?%D( 7%-
terment will be in Ridgelawn Cemetery. Visitation
will be held Thursday from 4 to 8 pm at the Lux
and Whiting Funeral Chapel, 156 W. Saginaw St.,
.EG$<G%E?"DG+ 17 4*/82( 7% 9?G> #F 0#'GEC+ &G-
morials may be made to the First Congregational
Church of Breckenridge. To view Nancy’s obituary
or to leave a condolence for the family please visit
www.luxfuneralhomes.com.

HENDRICKS, NANCY

Age 58, of Vestaburg
passed away Monday,
June 1, 2020 at his
home. He was born
March 6, 1962 in Lake-
view the son of Victor
and Alice (Hart) Keyes.
He worked for many
years in construction.
Wayne enjoyed hunt-
?%D+ 3CA?%D 6%" =>C@
being out-doors. He
also enjoyed playing his
guitar and especially
cherished time spent
with his beloved grand-
children. Wayne is sur-

vived by his children, Danielle (Kevin) Batista, An-
thony Keyes, Wayne “Beaner” (Bobbi) Keyes; ten
grandchildren, Nicholas, Nathan, Noah, Kaeleb,
Kameron, Kinsley, Jessica, Jillian, Marcus and Ja-
nielle; eight siblings, Mike (Wyndy) Buckner, Paul
Buckner, Nancy (Dan) Hubbard, Brian (Cathy)
Keyes, Bruce (Amy) Keyes, Tracy Keyes, Hope (Joe)
Bartkus, Gary (Nicole) Keyes and many nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents.
Per Wayne’s wishes cremation has taken place with
a memorial celebration to be held on Saturday,
June 13, 2020 at 1 pm at the family farm, 9451
Willard Rd. Crystal, MI 48818. Those desiring
may make memorial contributions to the family.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the care of
Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home, Alma. To view
Wayne’s obituary online or to leave a condolence
for the family, please visit

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

KEYES, WAYNE D.

Surrounded by his
family, Stephen Char-
les Lada left this earth
on Saturday, May 30,
2020 at Stone Lodge
Assisted Living in Shep-
herd, MI. Steve ended
his hard-fought battle
with frontotemporal
lobe dementia and is
able to remember all
the Jeopardy answers
and the triple digit
Scrabble words once
again. Born to Paul &
Simonne (Blais) Lada in
Wayne, MI on February

12, 1945 Stephen shared his special day with his
most admired president, Abraham Lincoln. As the
eldest son born to a large family, Steve was hon-
ored to be the big brother and was often the media-
tor between his sisters, whom he loved with all his
"&,+)( ;& *!&/) , 1?%&)?0& $-+!?/# ?/ )"& /-/)!+-.)
sector including fundraising, public and legislative
relations, along with healthcare law. Steve was
passionate about great literature, enjoying a good
bottle of red, listening to a little Cohen or Nina Si-
mone while making a gourmet dinner for his family
and friends. He was a novice carpenter, a nature
lover, and activist for justice and civil rights. He
was our father and our grandfather. A son, brother,
uncle, godfather, and friend who will be missed ter-
ribly. Steve Lada was many things to many people,
and everything he was, was fueled by intense love
and the utmost integrity. Steve graduated from St.
Mary’s High School in Wayne, MI. He served our
country in the U.S. Navy from 1969-1971, he grad-
uated from Wayne State University with a BA and
obtained his Juris Doctorate from Detroit College
of Law in 1978. Steve paid his way through college,
working at a Haberdashery (scrabble word of the
day). Steve was an emeritus member of the State
Bar of Michigan, member of the Stan’s Breakfast
Club, and Rotary Club. He was employed by Wy-
andotte General Hospital before his 16-year career
at Central Michigan Community Hospital where he
held several different positions including President
and CEO from 1998 to 2001. He always enjoyed
working with the staff at CMCH. The nursing staff,
food service team, and housekeeping departments
all held special places in his heart. After retiring
from CMCH, Steve also served as Interim Adminis-
trator for Standish Community Hospital. He helped
facilitate the Sowmick Senior Center into Andah-
wod Assisted Living and served as administrator at
Woodland Hospice for a brief period. After retire-
ment from healthcare, Steve held private practice
as an attorney specializing in Probate and Estate
Planning and Elder Law. Steve was a frugal man,
who led a peaceful and simple life. If you needed
help with anything, you could always count on
Steve to be there. From fundraising for the Detroit
Opera House to participating in CMCH & CFX soft-
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tourneys to donating to Alzheimer research and
the Crazy Horse Monument in South Dakota, Steve
was always willing to lend help. Stephen is sur-
vived by children, Tamara & Bryan Lawson, Dam-
ien & Jamie Lada, Lisanina & Joe Leonard, and
Leah Lada & Zach Maatman; grandchildren Sydney
(Mike), Kyler, Olivia, Annie, Oliver, Walker, Kayla,
& Ellery; and great grandchildren Aaliyah, Isaiah,
& Amelia, all of Central Michigan; siblings Patricia
Lada, Mary Esther (Dan) Colton, Elizabeth (Randy)
Gazdag, Jeanne (Jamie) Platt, & Mark Lada, god-
daughter Tara Zuber, lifelong friends Karen Lada
and Mary Straub and his sisters from Pine River
Friends. Steve is preceded in death by his parents,
sisters Gabrielle Harrison and Simonne Grezesik,
brother Joseph Lada, and his girls; Kachina, Riley,
& DouDou. Per Stephen’s wishes, cremation has
taken place and a Celebration of Life will be held at
a later date. Memorial contributions may be made
to Woodland Hospice, Crazy Horse Memorial, or
H.A.T.S. Envelopes will be available at Clark Fam-
ily Funeral Chapel. You may view Stephen’s obit-
uary online and send condolence to the family at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

LADA, STEPHEN CHARLES

outbreak. None of Ma-
sonic’s independent or as-
sisted living facilities, nor
its PACE Care Center, 1503
E. Bellows, in Mt. Pleasant,
nor Warwick Living Cen-
ter, 525 N. State St., have
had any cases.

Another four have died
at an outbreak at Riverside
Healthcare Center in St.
Louis. The combined nine
deaths at the two account
for nearly all of Gratiot’s 11
deaths from the disease.

Nursing homes are a
significant source of CO-
VID-19 deaths across the
United States. A report re-
leased Monday said that
approximately a quarter
of all Americans who have
died were nursing home
residents. That is nearly
26,000 people.

As of May 24, approx-

imately 5,200 nursing
home residents in the
state of Michigan have
died from the disease, the
fifth highest total across
the country.

Isabella County’s con-
firmed cases increased
by one to 78. Seven peo-
ple have died of the dis-
ease. They were the only
two mid-Michigan coun-
ties with new diseases.
Clare (19 cases, 2 deaths),
Mecosta (21, 2), Montcalm
(66, 1), Gladwin (18, 1),
Midland (82/8) all stayed
the same.

Statewide, another 199
cases were announced for
a total of 57,731, and an-
other 37 deaths for a total
of 5,553. Eleven of those
deaths, however, came af-
ter the causes of death on
death certificates were
matched against a state-
wide disease database.
Where the state database
didn’t list a COVID death,
those were corrected.

Cases
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Thursday.
Bader is following new

guidelines established by
the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department
and the Michigan Farm-
ers Market Association.

She’s also participated
in several webinars and
Zoom meetings “to see
what other farmers mar-
kets are doing success-
fully,” she said.

“We are going to en-
courage social distancing
and wearing masks even
though we are outdoors,”
Bader said. “We have the
potential for large gath-
erings in a defined space.
We’ve calculated how
many people we can have
safely based on the square
footage (of the market).”

However, she doesn’t ex-
pect that to be a problem
because of the large park-
ing area the market is lo-
cated in.

There will be just a sin-
gle entrance for customers
and disposable face masks
will be supplied for those
who don’t have their own.

A number of handwash-
ing and sanitation stations
will also be available.

“We will also have the
vendors set up in a way
where there aren’t a lot of
options for people to touch
their products,” Bader
noted.

All nonessential activi-
ties such as live entertain-
ment, seating areas, chil-
dren’s games and other

special events will not be
offered until sanctions are
lifted, according to MFMA
guidelines.

In addition, the sale of
handmade products, crafts
and other nonessential
goods will not be allowed
at this time, unless they
are being sold by a vendor
who is also selling food or
personal hygiene items

Bader is hoping those
rules change under the
governor’s next executive
order, which could come
within a couple of weeks.

“I never thought I would
have to be thinking about
all of this,” she said.

Now in its fifth year the
city is in the midst of look-
ing for a permanent loca-
tion to stage the farmers
market.

“We’ve narrowed it
down to three spots from
a couple of dozen or so,”
Bader said. “But we haven’t
made a final decision yet.”

When the new location
is chosen the city will ap-
ply for grants to build or
renovate a covered struc-
ture.

“We hope to see some-
thing by next year,” Bader
said.

Farmers markets in
Alma and Ithaca opened
last month under similar
pandemic guidelines.

Alma’s market, located
in Scotland Yard on Pine
Avenue, is open from 7 a.m.
to 1 p.m. every Wednesday
and Friday, while Itha-
ca’s, in the parking lot at
the corner of Pine River
and Center streets, runs
from 4 to 7 p.m. every Tues-
day.

Market
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their cars. There is no
waiting in the restaurant
for a table. Both will also
likely have limited menu
options, based on what
supplies they can lay
hands on.

Freddie’s Tavern, which
closed in-house seat-
ing but started deliver-
ing food, plans to reopen
Monday, said owner Fred
Phillips.

The restaurant will of-
fer paper masks for every-
one and disposable paper
menus. They’ve also used
the down time to make
some changes inside, he
said.

The staff has given the
place a bit of a facelift
with a new paint job, out-
side sign and a window
display outside.

Phillips said that his
staff has some appre-
hensions, but during the
shutdown have done well
and even offered sugges-
tions of things to do. He’s
had a chance to brain-
storm, too, and there
might be some new things
in the future.

In downtown Mt. Pleas-
ant Marty’s Bar and Rub-
bles will both re-open
Monday as will John

Hunter’s properties in
the Cabin, O’Kelly’s Sports
Bar & Grille and Hunter’s
Ale House.

The Cabin has been
open for some time now
serving its pizza-friendly
menu while O’Kelly’s has
been closed since March
16. The Wayside will re-
main closed until later
this summer.

Outside of Mt. Pleas-
ant the Remus Tavern in
Remus will also re-open
Monday.

It was closed for three
weeks in April, but has
been delivering and of-
fering take-out and curb-
side pick-up for some time
now.

The Shepherd Bar in
Shepherd will also fully
reopen Monday.

Down St. Louis-way
the Blue Shamrock will
also be fully re-open-
ing Monday. It has been
offering take-out since
March 16.

In talking with sev-
eral owners the general
consensus amongst them
is they’re elated to be
on the cusp of fully re-

opening.
“We’re excited to get

the opportunity to re-
open,” said Hunter while
Blue Shamrock owner
Jon Bos added, “we’re ex-
tremely happy to be re-
opening.”

Dining
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