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By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
Gratiot and its neighboring counties each saw sizable COVID-19 case increases over the past week, but few
deaths.
As of Tuesday, Gratiot’s cumulative COVID-19 case count jumped up by 11, bringing the total to 97 cases. A
resident of Masonic Pathways in Alma who was over 100 years old passed away from COVID-19 this week,
bringing Gratiot’s COVID-19 death toll up to 14.
Gratiot County accounts for more than half the total COVID-19 deaths in the Mid-Michigan
District HealthDepartment (MMDHD) region, and 12 of those 14 individuals were residents at local nursing
homes.
Elsewhere in the MMDHD, no new deaths were reported. Montcalm County gained 15 new cases for a total of
120, and is still reporting one death. Clinton County spiked with 31 new cases for a total of 245, and is still
reporting 12 deaths.
In Isabella County, 25 new COVID-19 cases were identified over the past week, bringing their case count up to
139. Isabella is still reporting 8 deaths. And in Midland County, 14 new cases were identified, and 9 deaths are
still being reported.
Cases spiked in Saginaw County, with 123 new cases and one new death being reported over the past week.
Saginaw’s cumulative case count is now 1,361, and 122 individuals in that county have passed away from
COVID-19.
As of Tuesday, Michigan as a whole is reporting a cumulative total of 70,306 positive cases and 6,081 deaths.
One of the new COVID cases Gratiot gained over the last week is an employee at Warwick Living Center in
Alma. Vicky Johnson, chief marketing officer of the Michigan Masonic Home, said that they were notified of
the positive case on July 8.
The employee is currently self-isolating at home, and no other employees or Warwick residents have tested
positive at this time, Johnson said.
Routine testing is being done at Michigan’s nursing home facilities. Gratiot County is grouped with Clinton,
Shiawassee, Eaton, and Ingham as a part of Michigan’s Region 5, which has been identified as a high-risk region
since June 29. Because of the high-risk designation, Johnson said that all staff must be tested weekly.
Warwick Living Center is one of two Michigan Masonic Home campuses in Alma. The other, Masonic
Pathways, currently has 12 residents still testing positive for COVID-19 and one employee self-isolating at
home. Johnson said that it has been six weeks since any new cases were identified at Masonic Pathways.
Johnson said that the staff at Pathways and Warwick have “worked diligently” to follow all guidelines from the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), the
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), and the executive orders of the governor to prevent the
spread of COVID-19.
“We are very proud of our team in their tireless efforts to protect and provide care to our residents during this
very difficult time.”
As the pandemic persists, all residents at Masonic Pathways and Warwick Living Center — over 300 in total —
are screened daily for COVID-19. The over 500 employees at the facilities are screened at each shift, and
anyone exhibiting COVID-like symptoms is “immediately quarantined” until they test negative.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
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GRATIOT COUNTY

Three schools are seeking bond proposals in primary

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE UNITED WAY OF GRATIOT & ISABELLA COUNTIES

This year’s “Stuff the Bus” school supplies campaign runs through July 31. The drive will see a more pressing need
for donors and sponsors as many unanswered questions continue to loom over the forthcoming school year due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

United Way of Gratiot &
Isabella Counties will be
kicking off their annual
“Stuff the Bus” campaign
through July 31.

According to a press re-
lease from United Way, the
campaign provides an op-
portunity for the neigh-
boring communities to
help students achieve their
potential through qual-
ity education by sponsor-

ing all 482 elementary
school classrooms in Gra-
tiot and Isabella counties.
This initiative helps teach-
ers to put supplies in the
hands of kids that need
them the most, focusing on
children from lower-income
families.

United Way’s goal is to
partner with businesses, or-
ganizations and individuals
to sponsor every elementary
classroom in both counties.

“Your support is needed
now, more than ever. With

so many unknowns as to
what school will look like
in the fall, the sponsorships
give our teachers a head
start by lessening the costs
that are incurred when the
school year begins,” United
Way President and CEO,
Annie Sanders said.

A $75 donation will spon-
sor one classroom. United
Way understands things
are going to look different
this coming school year, so
each teacher will receive a
$75 gift card for purchas-

ing specific supplies catered
to the needs of their class-
room.

Distr ibution to the
schools will be happening
in late-August.

To donate online, visit
www.uwgic.org/bus or text
BUS2020 to 91999. Checks
(made payable to “United
Way”) can be mailed to 524
E. Mosher Street, Suite 400,
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858.
Just note “Stuff the Bus” in
the memo line.

MT. PLEASANT

‘STUFF THE BUS’ OFFERS
HOPE AMID UNCERTAINTY

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Kristin Callow is considering closing her busi-
ness for the time being after a Sunday confronta-
tion with a man who refused to wear a mask in
her laundromat.

The man came into Wash King, 313 E. Main St.,
in Edmore, with a woman. Neither were wearing
masks. She asked them to put masks on. She did.
He opted for a different path.

“I don’t have to wear a
mask in here,” she recalled
him saying.

Callow supports wear-
ing masks and has since the
beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak. But, Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s executive order requiring that
businesses turn away unmasked customers has put
her in a very tough spot.

“The whole thing is unfair,” she said. “We’re not
law enforcement people.”

The executive order has turned her from a busi-
ness owner trying to do the right thing into the
frontline enforcer of making people wear masks.

“That’s how it is structured to work,” said Brian
Calley, who runs the Small Business Association of
Michigan, on Twitter. “The role of police is second-
ary to frontline business staff.

“When a person refuses to leave it is trespassing.
(The executive order) is meant to avoid police en-
forcement except for trespassing complaints. But it

MID-MICHIGAN

‘It’s a
horrible,
horrible
situation’
Businesses grapple with mask
enforcement and unruly scofflaws

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Tiwtter

A spike in COVID-19 cases in Gratiot County
started with community spread that ended in
small household clusters, the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department said.

On July 5, 89 confirmed cases were reported in
Gratiot County. By Friday, that number was 97.

“The increase in cases in Gratiot County is due
to community spread, mainly within households
where a few cases turn into many,” said MMDHD
spokeswoman Leslie Kinee in an email.

Community spread is a phrase that generally
means an infection for which no obvious source,
such as an infected relative or coworker, can be
identified. The precise definition is generally left
to individual health departments.

The additional cases was enough to push the
county into the medium-high risk category in
terms of new cases. The seven-day average, as of
Saturday, was 27.8 cases per million people. The
thresholds for medium-high are between 20 and
40 cases per million people.

In terms of positive test results, the county re-
mains low risk, at 2 percent. The threshold for
medium risk is at 3 percent.

None of the cases came from the July 4 party
at Isabella County’s Littlefield Lake, where so far
11 additional cases have been confirmed.

Of those 11, 10 were Isabella County residents,
said Steve Hall, health officer for Central Michi-
gan District Health Department.

The other person was from Ingham County. No
information was immediately available whether

GRATIOT COUNTY

Officials: Virus spike
from community spread
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United Way of Gratiot & Isabella Counties kicks off annual school supplies campaign

INSIDE: Face mask
dispute, assault
ends with police
shooting PAGE A5.

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Three Gratiot County
school districts are
seeking passage of
bond proposals in the
Aug. 4 primary elec-
tion.

Both Brecken-
ridge and Ithaca had
initially planned to
place the issues on
the May 5 ballot but
decided to delay the
vote due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Fulton actually has two
separate proposals that dis-
trict residents will be voting
on.

BRECKENRIDGE
Breckenridge is seeking

passage of a $15 million bond
issue that would provide up-
grades for all of the district’s

buildings.
That would put the revised

millage rate at 3.49 mills for
the next 15 years.

The levy would in-
clude funds for an ele-
mentary school addi-
tion, along with new
windows, security
camera system, new
equipment and fur-
nishings, technology
and energy efficiency
upgrades at all build-
ings, along with im-

provements to athletic facili-
ties and the purchase of new
buses, among others.

If approved it would cost
the owner of a $100,000
home, with a taxable value
of $50,000, about $175 a year
in property taxes.

FULTON
The first Fulton bond pro-

#Michiganvote

20
20
Election

PHOTO COURTESY OF ITHACA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Ithaca is asking voters to approve a 2.95-mill, $30million
bond issue for 28years. The big ticket item would be the
construction of a new $25million elementary school on
property owned by the district adjacent to the junior-senior
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Mable Marcides (Cides) Osborn, age 88, of Remus,
Michigan, passed away on Sunday, July 12, 2020.
She passed peacefully at the home of her sister
and brother-in-law, in Mt. Pleasant where she had
spent the past several months. Funeral services
will be held at Clark Family Funeral Chapel on
Friday, July 17, 2020, at 2 p.m. with Benjamen
B>JHF #I2$A9CA%G* <DJ I9'A;& (A;; HJ$JA>J IHAJ%"F CDJ
day of the service from noon to 2 p.m. Interment
#I 9FDJF (A;; C9=J !;9$J A% CDJ .H##'2J;" -J'J-
CJH& 9C 8 !*'* #% <D@HF"9&, 7@;& 85* 096;J 4-A"JF3
(9F 6#H% ?J6H@9H& ::, :+58, A% 0C* E;J9F9%C, CDJ
daughter of Finnan and Dorotha (Judge) Cuth-
bert. She married Benjamin F. Osborn on Febru-
9H& 8), :+1)* -A"JF 9%" .J% ;#>J" D@%CA%G, 2FD-
ing, camping, and travelling and enjoyed a trip to
Alaska, while camping along the way. She enjoyed
baking, sewing, reading and crocheting. She shared
her crocheting talents by making sets of hats and
mittens for children in need. She worked for many
&J9HF 9C ?JHH# 09%@I9$C@HA%G 9%" 9;F# 6HAJ/& 9C
Elmore’s Furniture store. She was blessed to be
with the love of her life and best friend for nearly
66 years before his passing in 2016. Mable (Cides)
is survived by two sisters, Evelyn Isanhart of Bar-
ryton, Michigan, Berneice (Russell) Rolston of Mt.
Pleasant, Michigan, and a brother, John Cuthbert,
of Sears, Michigan. Several nieces and nephews
including Debra Struthers, Brenda Rolston, Archie
Isanhart, Bonnie (Roger) Potter, Shari Mester, and
Carla Cuthbert. She was preceded in death by her
infant daughter, Kay Elaine Osborn, her parents
and husband. You may view Mable’s obituary on-
line and send a condolence to the family at www.
clarkfuneralchapel.com

OSBORN, MABLE MARCIDES (CIDES)

age 81, of Mt. Pleas-
ant, passed away Sun-
day, July 12, 2020, at
Margaret’s Meadows
Assisted Living. Cre-
mation will take place.
There are no services
scheduled at this time.
Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Mid-Michigan Hospice.
Envelopes are available
at Clark Family Funeral
Chapel. Rose was born
June 7, 1939, in Glad-
win, the daughter of
Jerome Baumann and

Catherine (Dunn) Baumann. She retired from
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe in the Human
Resources Department. Spending time with her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren brought
her the most joy. Rose is survived by her daugh-
ters Tammy Clouse of Remus, Chris Garber of Mt.
Pleasant; daughter-in-law Teresa Sterling of Clare;
seven grandchildren Spring, Holly, Chad, Carolyn,
Desiree, Joshua, and Alyssa; several great-grand-
children; and brothers Mark (Kathy) Baumann of
Remus, Don (Susan) Baumann of Grand Rapids.
Rose was preceded in death by her parents; son
Tim Sterling; and sister Faye Humphry. You may
view Rose’s obituary online and send a condolence
to the family at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

VAN AUKER, ROSE MARIE

posal is a 2.95-mill, $9.4
million request for what
school officials call “essen-
tial” items.

That includes fund-
ing for the purchase of 10
new buses, complete ren-
ovation of the kitchens in
both the high school/mid-
dle school and elemen-
tary school, technology
upgrades, classroom im-
provements, furniture, and

new windows, flooring and
lights in all buildings,

The second proposal
is a 3.25-mill, $10,2 mil-
lion levy. It would feature
the construction of a new
gymnasium, bus garage
with covered parking,
along with site work and
improvements to outdoor
athletic facilities.

Proposal 1 would cost
the owner of a $100,000
home, with a taxable value
of $50,000, an additional
$150 a year in property
taxes.

Proposal 2 would raise

taxes on a similar home
$160 annually.

Both are for 28 years.

ITHACA
Ithaca is asking vot-

ers to approve a 2.95-mill,
$30 million bond issue for
28 years.

The big ticket item
would be the construction
of a new $25 million el-
ementary school on prop-
erty owned by the district
adjacent to the junior-se-
nior high school.

If approved both current
elementary schools would

be closed and likely sold,
although the new gymna-
sium at North Elementary
would be retained.

It also includes about
$5 million for technology,
security, and building up-
grades at the junior-senior
high school and the pur-
chase of new buses.

The total debt levy
that would be required
would be 3.61 mills, which
would cost the owner of a
$100,000 home, with a
taxable value of $50,000,
about $180 a year in prop-
erty taxes.

Proposals
FROM PAGE 1

that person had gone on to
infect other people.

Until last week, the big-
gest increases in Gra-
tiot County’s cases were
centered on two nursing
homes, the Jack F. Saun-
ders Health Care Center of
Masonic Pathways, of Alma,
and Riverside Health Care
Center, of St. Louis. Be-
tween residents and staff,
the two account for 54 con-
firmed cases of the disease
and 10 of the county’s 14
deaths.

Some of those cases are
likely tallied in other coun-
ties, however. Infected peo-
ple are tallied by county
of residence, so a nursing
home employee who lived
in Mt. Pleasant would ap-
pear in the Isabella County
case count.

Isabella County’s con-
firmed cases increased
to 139 on Tuesday, mark-
ing the 49th and 50th new
cases in 30 days. No in-
formation was available
whether these were related
to the Littlefield Lake out-
break, new cases at Central
Michigan University or at
the Soaring Eagle Casino
& Resort, where three em-
ployees have tested positive
in the last week and a half.

Asked how many cases
are connected to casino
properties, Raul Venegas,
executive director of mar-
keting, entertainment and
sales, replied, “I have no
comment.”

Eight people in Isabella
County have died of CO-
VID-19, at least five of them

associated with two nurs-
ing home outbreaks.

Another 584 cases were
announced Tuesday after-
noon by the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services, and another
six deaths.

During much of June, the
state was announcing fewer
than 300 cases a day. That
started to creep up again
as the state reopened more
things. At the height of the
outbreak, in the middle
of April, the state was an-
nouncing more than 1,000
new cases a day.

The number of deaths,
on the other hand, is much
lower in ratio to the number
of cases. For much of April,
the death rate hovered right
around 10 percent.

With fewer deaths per
cases, the state’s overall
death rate has fallen to 8.8
percent. It is expected to
continue decreasing since
testing resources early on
were reserved for people in
groups at greater risk of dy-
ing from the disease. On the
other hand, hospitalizations
and deaths lag behind new
confirmed cases by as many
as three weeks.

In the rest of mid-Mich-
igan, two additional cases
were reported in Clare
County for a total of 33,
with three deaths; one ad-
ditional case was reported
in Montcalm County for
a total of 120, with one
death; and five more cases
in Midland County for 145
cases, with nine deaths.
Mecosta County, with 36
cases and two deaths, and
Gladwin County, with 28
cases and one death, both
remained unchanged from
Monday.

Virus
FROM PAGE 1

relies on businesses calling
police on customers.”

On Monday, the Gra-
tiot County Sheriff’s Office
posted as much in a Mon-
day Facebook post. Mt.
Pleasant Police Department
spokeswoman Autume Bal-
com confirmed Monday
that they will also handle
mask issues as trespass-
ing complaints. So did Isa-
bella County Sheriff Michael
Main, who expressed frus-
tration with the governor’s
executive orders in general.

“The orders have been
ambiguous at times and
contradictory from one to
next,” he said in an email. “It
is difficult to enforce some-
thing that is not clear, for ex-
ample most of the issues are
being addressed in the fre-
quently asked questions and
answers of the (executive or-
ders).”

People on both sides of
the issue have deluged his
office with demands that he
either start enforcing mask
requirements or threaten-
ing lawsuits if they do, he
said. Walking the line be-
tween the two is a delicate
balancing act.

Callow called to report
the man who refused to put
on a mask and was put in
touch with a trooper with

the Michigan State Po-
lice. The trooper had her
put their conversation on
speaker phone with the man
present.

“If the business owner
asks you to leave, you need
to leave,” Callow recalled the
trooper telling the man. The
man tried arguing with the
trooper and grabbing Cal-
low’s phone.

She told him to back up.
The trooper said he was
headed to Wash King, but
Callow said she doesn’t
know if the unmasked man
heard that.

He did leave, after order-
ing the woman he was with

to remove their laundry
from the washers. They left
a puddle of water all over
her business floor, which
she mopped up before al-
lowing her other custom-
ers, who were sitting in their
cars, back into the laundro-
mat.

“I’m so dumbfounded by
the whole thing,” she said.

She posted it to Facebook
to raise awareness about the
need for people to be consid-
erate. It went viral, and she
now regrets the post.

“I am so stressed out,” she
said. “You wouldn’t believe
what I’ve been called.”

Someone called her a

Nazi, she said. Other peo-
ple have called her names
she doesn’t care to repeat.

Name calling is one
thing. Losing customers is
something else. After the
trooper arrived at Wash
King, the man was identi-
fied and a trespassing com-
plaint was filed against him.

He won’t be back as a cus-
tomer, Callow said. There
might be others who avoid
her laundromat because the
incident became public.

“We need every bit of
business we can get,” she
said. It might be smarter
and cause less harm to shut
down the laundromat for
the time being. In addition
to owning Wash King, Cal-
low co-owns an appliance
repair business with her
husband that is operated
from their home.

“I just don’t know,” she
said. “It’s a horrible, horri-
ble situation.”

Isabella County Sheriff
Main addressed that in his
email.

“I would ask all our res-
idents to respect each oth-
er’s opinion regarding this
issue,” he said. “No matter
what side you agree with,
please do not attempt to
become argumentative or
engage another person that
feels the opposite way. We
as a society need to get to a
place of understanding and
respect for everyone’s opin-
ion.”

Masks
FROM PAGE 1

PHOTO PROVIDED

A customer who refused to wear a mask at Wash King,
313E. Main St., in Edmore, pulled wet clothes from four
washing machines leaving water all over the business’s
floor on Sunday. Kristin Callow, the owner, is thinking of
shutting down the self-serve laundromat for the time
being, saying that enforcing the governor’s executive order
on masks risks greater long-term damage to the business.
Callow otherwise said she supports wearing masks.

NATION+WORLD

BEIJING

China accuses U.S. of sowing discord

BEIJING » The Trump administration’s rejection of
broad Chinese claims to much of the South China
Sea came across in Asia as an election-year politi-
cal move, with some appealing for calm amid fears
of greater tensions. China accused the U.S. on Tues-
day of trying to sow discord between China and the
Southeast Asian countries with which it has long-
standing territorial disputes in waters that are both
a vital international shipping lane and home to valu-
able fisheries.

“The United States is not a country directly in-
volved in the disputes. However, it has kept interfer-
ing in the issue,” the Chinese Embassy in
Washington said on its website.

— The Associated Press

INDIANA

First federal execution in 17 years carried out
TERRE HAUTE, IND. » The federal government on Tues-
day carried out its first execution in almost two de-
cades, killing by lethal injection a man convicted of
murdering an Arkansas family in a 1990s plot to build
a whites-only nation in the Pacific Northwest.

The execution of Daniel Lewis Lee came over the ob-
jection of the victims’ relatives and following days of le-
gal delays, reviving the debate over capital punishment
during a time of widespread social unrest.

Just before he died at the federal prison in Terre
Haute, Indiana, Lee, professed his innocence.

— The Associated Press

ENTERTAINMENT

Shakespeare Theatre Co. lay off third of staff
WASHINGTON » In another sign of the financial havoc
the COVID-19 crisis is wreaking on arts groups,
Shakespeare Theatre Company has laid off a third of
its full-time employees and cut its budget by 44 per-
cent.

Some 38 members of the Tony-winning organiza-
tion’s 116-person staff were notified of their termina-
tion over the past 10 days or so, company officials said.

The reductions across multiple departments came
as STC slashed its fiscal 2020-21 budget from $18.5
million to $10.5 million, according to Managing Direc-
tor Chris Jennings.

— The Washington Post

WEATHER

NOAA app overrun with false, hateful reports
The National Weather Service has received scores of

false weather reports in recent weeks through a pop-
ular citizen science application that is supposed to in-
crease meteorologists’ awareness of ongoing severe
weather. The application, a cooperative effort between
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
the University of Oklahoma and the Cooperative Insti-
tute for Mesoscale Meteorological Studies, was tempo-
rarily suspended last week following a spate of false re-
ports.

Twitter users posted screen shots showing a spatter-
ing of false flooding reports throughout New Mexico
and Texas’s Big Bend area. They appeared to form the
shape of a swastika.

— The Washington Post

DETROIT » Manuel “Matty”
Moroun, a billionaire busi-
nessman who owned a crit-
ical bridge that connects
Michigan to Canada, has
died in his suburban De-
troit home. He was 93.

Moroun died of conges-
tive heart failure Sunday in
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Employees of the various
Moroun companies were
told Monday of his death
in a message from Moroun’s
son, Matthew.

“My dad loved his fam-
ily and that extended to his
work family,” Matthew Mo-
roun wrote. “He poured his
heart into his work and for
over seven decades spent
his time leading and pro-
tecting us. As a great men-
tor to many, my father was
so proud of the companies
that he leaves behind and
all the innovation that is yet
to come.”

Moroun attended the
University of Detroit Je-
suit High School and ma-
jored in chemistry and bi-
ology at the University of
Notre Dame, according to
The Detroit News.

“Born of immigrant par-
ents in Detroit, he rose from
a young man working at a
neighborhood gas station to
graduating from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and
creating a billion-dollar
company,” said Sandy Ba-
ruah, chief executive of the
Detroit Regional Chamber.

Moroun bought the Am-
bassador Bridge — a main
trade corridor — in 1979,
according to the Detroit

Historical Society. The
span connects Detroit to
Windsor, Ontario.

He opposed plans by
Michigan and Canada to
build a publicly owned
commuter bridge across
the Detroit River. The Gor-
die Howe International
Bridge is expected to open
in 2024.

The family also owns
and operates Central

Transport
I n t e r n a -
t ional , a
t r u c k i n g
and logis-
tics com-
pany, and
Crown En-
terprises.

F o r b e s
est imates

Moroun’s net worth at $1.6
billion.

The Moroun family once
owned the massive and
vacant Michigan Central
train station, which came
to symbolize Detroit’s
blight as it stood blank,
dark and deteriorating just
outside the city’s down-
town for decades. The fam-
ily sold the building in 2018
to Ford Motor Co.

“For me to own land
in Detroit, it was a badge
of honor, and it was sup-
port for the city,” Moroun
told the Detroit Free Press
in 2010. “Our fortunes are
linked to the city. If the city
doesn’t have any prosper-
ity, we don’t have any value
in the land, right?”

— The Associated Press

OBITUARY

Detroit billionaire
‘Matty’ Moroun dies

The Ambassador
Bridge, which
crosses the
Detroit River
to connect
Windsor,
Ontario, with
Detroit, was
among the
infrasstructures
owned by the
lat ebillionaire
Manuel “Matty”
Moroun.

PHOTO BY J. PATRICK
PEPPER — FOR

MEDIANEWS GROUP,
FILE

Moroun
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

It’s too short a time to draw mean-
ingful conclusions, but the increase of
COVID-19 cases in Isabella County the
last four days has slowed significantly.

According to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
online database, the number of cases
hit 159 last Tuesday. By Monday, the
number had increased only two, to 161.
Both cases were announced during the
MDHHS afternoon update.

Although new cases were reported

throughout last week, the state’s data-
base announces them according to the
date by which an infected person be-
gins to show symptoms, not the date
positive test results come back.

The result is what appears to be a
flattening of the county’s outbreak that
appears to last most of last week. What
it doesn’t include, however, are any
cases where a person began to show
symptoms late last week, got a test and
has to wait a day or two for the results
to come back in.

The MDHHS announced another
489 cases statewide Monday, including
another 14 in mid-Michigan counties.

Cumulatively, Michigan has had 74,152
people test positive for COVID-19. An-
other seven deaths due to the disease
were also announced, bringing the
state’s cumulative total to 6,126, none
in mid-Michigan.

In addition to the two new cases in
Isabella County, where eight people
have died of COVID-19, another four
were announced in Gratiot County,
bringing its totals to 108 cases and 14
deaths. One more case was announced
in Clare County, bringing its totals to
37 cases and three deaths.

Four more cases were announced in

CORONAVIRUS

Plateau or pause? Increase in Isabella cases slows

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANE KEON

Above, below right: Clean-up wortk at the St. Louis Velsicol Chemical Superfund site is ongoing.

Morning Sun staff

Over 115,000 pounds of
a toxic contaminant have
been recovered so far by
EPA at the Velsicol Super-
fund Site in St. Louis, offi-
cials said last week.

Prior modeling had pre-
dicted that the amount
to be removed would fill
about four tanker trucks.

Instead, 12 tankers have
already been filled, with no
end in sight.

The contaminant being
removed is DNAPL (dense
non-aqueous phase liquid).
EPA Project Manager Tom
Alcamo said this is a very
heavy DNAPL.

“Water weighs 8 pounds
per gallon, and this DNAPL
weighs 17 pounds per gal-
lon,” he said.

To liquefy the DNAPL so
that it can be pumped from
30 feet underground, thou-
sands of kilowatts of elec-
tricity are applied through
heating elements that ex-
tend in almost 300 wells.

Once the temperature
underground reaches 100
C (boiling), it is held there
for at least 90 days. The
present cleanup area is
about 1.5 acres of the 52-
acre former Velsicol chem-
ical plant site.

The EPA’s contract with

Cascade, the thermal de-
struction company, called
for the underground heat-
ing to cease on July 7.

Alcamo said there has
been no reduction in the
amount of waste coming
up, so heating will con-
tinue until they see “dimin-
ishing returns.” He added
that he has enough money
in the budget to continue
the process until it is fin-
ished. The operation is
costing about $1 million a
month.

The DNAPL is com-
prised of various chemi-
cals, including amale ster-
ilant DBCP (1,2-Dibromo-
3-chloropropane).

Alcamo said two “hits”
of DBCP occurred in the
air at the site in June, and
added, “The lesson we
learned is to open the weir
tanks carefully.”

When the DNAPL is
drawn up through the
wells, it is accompanied
by groundwater. Both liq-
uids are pumped into weir
tanks where the DNAPL
settles to the bottom. Once
it has separated out, the
DNAPL is then pumped
into the tanker trucks.

The trucks transport the
waste to EPA-certified in-
cinerators in El Dorado,
Ark.

ST. LOUIS

CLEANING IT UP

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Friends and relatives of the man shot to death
last Wednesday are asking the public to share in-
formation and tips with the police.

Chad Kuzma, 33, was shot and
killed in Bradley Trailer Park, 505
S. Bradley St. sometime before
2:53 a.m. Wednesday. A 25-year-
old man was shot in the leg and
wounded during the same inci-
dent, said Officer Autume Balcom,
spokeswoman for the Mt. Pleasant
Police Department.

Police later said that the 25-year-
old man, who was treated and re-
leased the same day, was not a sus-
pect in the shooting, which they
are investigating as a homicide.

On Thursday, police were still working on de-
veloping a suspect or suspects for the crime and
hadn’t released information and hadn’t figured
out the motive.

“The detectives are still working the investi-
gation,” Balcom said Thursday.

Wednesday’s shooting was the second in Mt.
Pleasant this year, and the second homicide since
March 2018.

:Eric Baerren is a multimedia journalist for
The Morning Sun in Mt. Pleasant, where he has
served as a columnist in recent years.

MT. PLEASANT

Police
continue to
investigate
homicide

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Three Republicans will face-off during the
Aug. 4 primary election in hopes of becoming
Gratiot County treasurer.

All are current county employees, including in-
cumbent Michelle Thomas, who is seeking a sec-
ond four-year term.

She is being challenged by Terri Ball, the coun-
ty’s human resource specialist, and Kelly King,
the county’s chief deputy treasurer.

Before being elected in 2016, Thomas had
worked in the treasurer’s office for 14 years start-
ing as an office assistant before becoming deputy
treasurer then chief deputy treasurer.

In 2014, the 42-year-old Lafayette Township
resident was appointed treasurer when Mary Sul-
livan retired in mid-term.

“Since I have climbed the ladder and worked
in every position in the office I have the expe-
rience and knowledge of every single task per-
formed in the treasurer’s office,” Thomas said.
“Some of those tasks, just to mention a few, are
governmental accounting, investing, tax settle-
ments, tax foreclosures and audits.”

She is a member of the Michigan Association of
County Treasurers, Michigan Municipal Treasur-
ers Association, Michigan Township Association
and United County Officers Association.

Last year Thomas completed a three-year pro-
gram to earn her Michigan Certified Public Trea-
surers certificate through Michigan State Uni-
versity.

“I thoroughly enjoy serving and helping the
residents of Gratiot County,” she said. “My great-
est satisfaction is keeping taxpayers in their
home by assisting them avoid tax foreclosure. I
am seeking reelection so I can continue to help
the taxpayers of Gratiot County.”

Ball, 57, of Ithaca, has worked for the county
for 20 years, the first 16 in the permits depart-
ment.

“I am running for Gratiot County treasurer be-

PRIMARY ELECTION

3 Republicans
seek to become
Gratiot treasurer

Chad
Kuzma

More than 115,000 pounds of toxic waste recovered at site

Far left: EPA contractors are removing
debris from the former Velsicol Chemical
Co. plant site in St. Louis, including old
storage tanks left over from the initial
1980s’ cleanup.
Left: Installation of a liner over Area 2
heating area.
COURTESY PHOTOS
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By The Numbers: Understanding Local COVID-19 Data

Posted on Wednesday, July 22nd, 2020 and is filed under FEATURE, News. You can follow any responses to
this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not
allowed.

This graph, provided by the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department, displays the
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases in the
jurisdiction by day. Cases are depicted as bars
on the graph, and deaths are indicated by dots at
the top of the graph. Cases and deaths are color-
coded by county. The bar on the left side
indicates how cases correspond to the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services’s
risk levels. The district cases five-day average,
indicated by the black dotted line, indicates
what risk level the district is in at each point in
time. The bar across the top of the graph
distinguishes the cases that have most likely
recovered from the cases that are most likely
still ill with COVID-19. It uses an algorithm
that is used by most states.

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
It’s not too difficult to find data about COVID-19 in Gratiot County. A wealth of information is available online
from both the local health department and the State of Michigan.
 But for a lot to people, understanding the COVID curve is —well, less than straightforward.
Learning how the health department tracks and reports COVID-19 cases in the area can help residents get a
sense of how COVID is spreading in their communities — and what the risk is in their area.
COVID-19 data by county can be found on both the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD)
website and the State of Michigan Coronavirus page. The MMDHD updates their website twice weekly, while
the state updates their pages every afternoon.
In both places, you can find the number of COVID-19 cases and deaths by county. The number of cases is a
cumulative count of all positive viral COVID-19 tests since the pandemic hit in March, said Marcus Cheatham,
MMDHD health officer.
In Gratiot, as of Tuesday, that number is 109. This number represents all Gratiot individuals who tested positive
for a COVID-19 viral test, meaning they were carrying the disease at the time they were tested. Cheatham said
the number does not include any individuals who may have tested positive for a serology test, or antibody test,
meaning they had previously carried the disease at the time they were tested.
The 109 also does not include presumed, or probable, COVID-19 cases. Probable cases are individuals with
COVID-19 symptoms who have an epidemiological link to a confirmed COVID-19 case, but who have not been

http://gcherald.com/category/current-lead-story/
http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/by-the-numbers-understanding-local-covid-19-data/2020/07/22/feed/
http://gcherald.com/by-the-numbers-understanding-local-covid-19-data/2020/07/22/mmdhd-case-graph-200718-1/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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tested. While some health departments combine these numbers with the confirmed cases, the MMDHD reports
them separately.
As of Tuesday, 11 individuals in Gratiot have been identified as probable COVID-19 positives. If the probable
and confirmed cases were to be combined, Gratiot would be reporting 120 cumulative positive cases.
While the cumulative case count indicates the total impact that COVID-19 has had on an area so far, it does not
reveal the current impact of the disease.
The current impact is something that’s difficult to exactly quantify, even for the experts. This is partially because
not everyone experiences the disease in the same way. Some individuals never show symptoms, some show mild
symptoms and recover quickly, and some can be severely ill and continue to test positive for several weeks.
Cheatham said it’s “almost impossible to precisely count” the number of individuals who are currently sick with
COVID-19. In order to do that, the health department would “have to evaluate everyone,” which would be “time
consuming and expensive.”
Instead, the health department uses a calculation to estimate about how many people are sick in the county.
“We assume that people who were diagnosed in the past month could still be ill. Everyone else we say has
recovered,” Cheatham said. “That’s not totally accurate but it does give a good feel for what could be going on.”
Cheatham said that as of Saturday, only about 24 people in Gratiot are currently ill with COVID-19. Compared
to neighboring counties, Gratiot has had “very few” cases — and to keep cases down, people still need to be
diligent about preventing the spread.
“If we social distance and mask up we can keep things from getting worse,” he said.
While the MMDHD doesn’t know exactly how many people are sick or symptomatic with COVID-19, they do
know that the numbers are rising.
Cheatham said that Mid-Michigan is “starting to experience an outbreak right now.”
“It’s not as safe to go out as it was a few weeks ago,” he said. That is really bad timing because we want to open
the schools and the numbers are moving in the wrong direction.”
Detailed COVID-19 information can be found at the both the MMDHD’s website, www.mmdhd.org/novel-
coronavirus/, and the State of Michigan’s website, www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/.
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CMU Communications

One of the brightest com-
ets in more than 20 years is
now appearing in the night
sky, and Central Michigan
University Physics faculty
member Axel Mellinger has
captured it for all to see.

Mellinger, who enjoys pho-
tographing the night sky in
his spare time, created a
time-lapse video of Comet
NEOWISE from 327 photos
he took over 35 minutes from

a parking lot on the west side
of Mount Pleasant.

The comet takes
its name from NA-
SA’s NEOWISE space
telescope, which dis-
covered it in March.
It made a close ap-
proach to the Sun on
July 3 — closer even
than planet Mercury.
Unlike many other
comets, this one sur-
vived the Sun’s intense heat
and developed an impressive

dust tail, along with a fainter
blue gas/ion tail. For the next

few days, the comet
will visible to the na-
ked eye at around 11
p.m. in the north-
west sky.

Don’t miss it, Mel-
linger advises, as it
will not be back for
another 6,800 years.

Mellinger joined
CMU in 2008 after

postdoctoral stays at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley,

and the University of Pots-
dam, Germany. He studies
electret materials and cur-
rently is secretary of the IEEE
Dielectrics and Electrical In-
sulation Society. We spoke
with him about the comet
and his video.

Q: What is a comet,
and what makes it visi-

ble as it approaches the sun?

MID-MICHIGAN

YOU CAN CHECK OUT NEOWISE
NOW — OR WAIT 6,800 YEARS

CONRAD EARNEST VIA AP

Comet Neowise soars in the horizon of the early morning sky seen from near the grand view lookout at the Colorado
National Monument west of Grand Junction, Colo., on July 9. The recently discovered comet is streaking past Earth,
providing a celestial nighttime show after buzzing the sun and expanding its tail.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

A man in his 60s was the 15th Gratiot County
resident to die of COVID-19.

The death was announced during the Michi-
gan Department of Health and Human Services’
Tuesday afternoon update. It’s also listed on the
Mid-Michigan District Health Department’s web-
site as part of its information dashboard.

The man was not associated with any of the
county’s nursing homes, said MDHHS spokes-
woman Leslie Kinnee.

Gratiot County has had the most deaths due to
COVID-19 of any mid-Michigan. As of Tuesday’s
update, it had a total of 109 cases and 15 deaths.

Midland County’s nine deaths with 715 cases
and Isabella County’s eight deaths on 162 cases
are the next. Another two cases in Midland and
one in Isabella were announced Tuesday after-
noon.

Cases were rapidly increasing in Isabella
County until last week when the rate appeared
to slow. On Tuesday, Central Michigan University
announced that it had no new cases since July 6.
An outbreak at the university infected 15 starting
in mid-June. It is believed connected to a mem-

CORONAVIRUS IN MICHIGAN

Gratiot death brings
COVID-19 toll to 15

CMU professor shares tips on viewing, photographing remarkable comet

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Work on U.S. 127 will close a section of west-
bound M-20 from Summerton to Isabella roads
east of Mt. Pleasant. It’s expected to remain
closed through early September.

Eastbound M-20 will still have access to the
southbound ramp.

The work, which started Tuesday, was an-
nounced in a press release sent out by the Mich-
igan Department of Transportation on Tues-
day afternoon. Traffic heading west will get de-
toured to Mission Street. The closure, according
to a project map, is expected to last all day Mon-
day through Thursday and 6 a.m. until 3 p.m.
on Friday.

It’s part of a $15.6 million project to resur-
face six miles of U.S. 127 from the business route
off-ramp to M-20, and along the business route
heading into Mt. Pleasant from the U.S. 127 off-
ramp to Bluegrass Road. The off-ramp remains
closed for a complete replacement. It’s sched-

MID-MICHIGAN

Road work
to close
off stretch
of M-20
Westbound from Summerton to
Isabella roads shut down for project

Mellinger

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues, Mt. Pleas-
ant High School (MPHS)
will be holding a graduation
celebration for the 2020 se-
nior class.

The celebration will take
place on Thursday, July 30
at the Community Memo-
rial Stadium. The celebra-

tion may also take place on
July 31 as a make-up date,
depending on the weather.

Since Mt. Pleasant Pub-
lic Schools closed in March
due to the pandemic, the
school district planned to
hold a ceremony in July.
The graduation celebration
was helped planned by those
in student leadership pro-
grams, staff members and
administration using cur-

rent state guidelines.
“It should be a fun cele-

bration and the current pan-
demic numbers and phase
don’t allow that,” MPHS
Principal, John Winkler
said. “It’s been a tough year
for the seniors and we’ve al-
ready held the virtual cer-
emony, so we’re keeping
things rolling. We put to-
gether a plan and are mak-
ing the best of things.”

The celebration consists
of members from the 2020
senior class walking across
the stage and receiving their
diploma. The seniors will
walk at specific times based
alphabetically on their last
names, following this sched-
ule:

• A-B: 6:00 - 6:20 p.m.
• C-E: 6:20 - 6:40 p.m.
• F-G: 6:40 - 7:00 p.m.

MT. PLEASANT

MPHS to hold graduation celebration for class of 2020
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A: Comets are “dirty
snowballs” or “icy dust-

balls,” typically a few miles
in diameter and composed
of dust, rocks, water ice,
and various other frozen
gases, such as carbon di-
oxide and methane. They
spend most of their time in
the outer parts of the so-
lar system, but when they
approach the Sun, the fro-
zen gases sublimate, free-
ing the dust. This pro-
duces a giant atmosphere,
called a “coma,” and tails
up to 100 million miles
long. The gases are ion-
ized and blown away by
the “solar wind,” a stream
of charged particles emit-
ted by the Sun, forming
a bluish, straight ion tail.
The heavier dust particles
are blown outward by ra-
diation pressure from sun-
light. The dust tail often
looks yellowish-orange and
is slightly curved.

Q: How rare is it for a
comet to be visible to

the naked eye?

A: While dozens of com-
ets are discovered

each year, naked-eye com-
ets only appear once ev-
ery few years, and really
bright ones are even rarer.

The last “great” comets vis-
ible in the Northern Hemi-
sphere were Hale-Bopp
in 1997 and Hyakutake in
1996. You can find a list of
currently observable com-
ets at aerith.net and comet-
watch.co.uk.

Q: What do we know
about Comet NEO-

WISE specifically?

A: Comet C/2020 F3 NE-
OWISE was discovered

in March 2020 by a repur-
posed NASA space probe,
launched in December
2009 to survey the sky in
the infrared spectrum. The
comet orbits the Sun on a
highly elliptical path once
every 6,800 years. It pres-
ents no danger to Earth —
even at its closest approach
on July 23 it will still be 64
million miles away.

Q: What can we learn
about our solar system

from comets?

A: Since they spend
most of their time in

the cold, outer regions of
the solar system, comets
are thought to preserve the
composition of the “pri-
mordial” material that the
solar system was made
of. This was highlighted
in 2014, when the Euro-
pean Space Agency’s Ro-
setta probe orbited a comet
and found deuterium — a

heavy hydrogen atom with
an extra neutron — at con-
centrations three times
higher than in ocean wa-
ter on Earth. Therefore, the
Earth’s water likely was not
supplied by impacting com-
ets.

Q: What advice can you
offer for viewing, pho-

tographing or video record-
ing the comet?

A: Comet NEOWISE is
now visible in the eve-

ning sky. Don’t wait too
long to look for it, as it is al-
ready fading. Find a spot
away from city lights with
an unobstructed northwest
horizon, and look in the
area between the Big Dip-
per and the horizon (see the
star chart below). The best
time is around 10:30-11:30
p.m. Using a pair of binoc-
ulars or a small telescope
will make the tail stand out
better.

To photograph the comet,
mount your camera on a tri-
pod, since you will need ex-
posure times of several sec-
onds. Raise the camera’s
ISO setting to near maxi-
mum. Generally, DSLR cam-
eras with their large sensors
produce better images than
cellphones. To create a time-
lapse video, you will need to
shoot hundreds of images
and later combine them with
video editing software.

Comet
FROM PAGE 1

ber of an academic build-
ing’s custodial staff.

The vast majority of Gra-
tiot’s deaths are associated
with two nursing home
outbreaks. Seven of the
20 residents of the Jack F.
Saunders Healthcare Cen-
ter at Masonic Pathways
died of the disease, as did
four of the 16 residents of
Riverside Healthcare Cen-
ter, in St. Louis.

The last few weeks, Gra-
tiot County has seen a rapid
increase in the number of
cases. At the time, Kin-
nee said that the county
has seen additional cases
in household clusters cre-
ated by community spread.
While the precise defini-
tion of community spread
differs from health depart-
ment to health depart-
ment, in general it refers
to cases for which no spe-
cific source can be found.

In addition the Gra-
tiot’s 109 confirmed cases,
MMDHS has also moni-
tored a total of 11 proba-
ble cases there. A probable

case is defined as some-
one who has been in close
contact with someone con-
firmed to have the disease
and develops symptoms
but that a case is also not
confirmed by testing.

Gratiot’s death was one
of just five new deaths re-
ported by the state on Tues-
day. Four other deaths were
announced following a re-
view of vital records. Death
certificates with COVID-19
listed as the cause of death
are matched against the
state’s COVID-19 case da-
tabase. Where the state

lists a confirmed case but
is not noted as ending in
death, the database is cor-
rected and the death an-
nounced. A total of 6,135
people have died statewide
of COVID-19.

The state announced an-
other 573 new cases Tues-
day for a cumulative total
of 74,725. In addition to
one new case each in Is-
abella and Gratiot coun-
ties, and two in Midland
County, one new case was
announced in Gladwin,
Mecosta and Montcalm
counties. Mecosta County
has 43 cases and two
deaths. Montcalm has 175
cases and one death.

In addition to the new
case in Gladwin County,
bringing that county’s to-
tal to 31, the MDHHS an-
nounced that its second
person had died. The man
was an elderly man with
underlying health condi-
tions and who was hospi-
talized in late June, said
Steve Hall, health officer
for Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department,
in an email.

Clare County, with 37
cases and three deaths, re-
mained unchanged.

Virus
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• H-J: 7:00 - 7:20 p.m.
• K-Mc: 7:20 - 7:40 p.m.
• Mi-P: 7:40 - 8:00 p.m.
• Q-S: 8:00 - 8:20 p.m.
• T-Z: 8:20 - 8:40 p.m.
“Two chosen family

members will be able to
accompany the graduate
across the stage and prog-
ress through a series of sta-
tions set up in Community
Memorial Stadium,” Win-
kler said in a letter to the
students and parents. “Up
to 4 additional guests may
watch from the stadium
stands with social distanc-
ing areas for each family.

On top of the 2020 grad-
uates receiving their di-
plomas, the graduates
and their parents may
visit 9 different stations
to take photos with Guys
and Dolls Photography

of Mt. Pleasant, pick up
their senior pictures signs
that were displayed at the
front of the stadium, and
grab some ice cream from
Doozie’s Ice Cream Place
among other things.

“This current plan is
based on our region be-
ing in Phase 4 of the State
of Michigan’s Safe Start
Plan,” Winkler continues.
“If our phase changes as a
result of an Executive Or-
der, we will have to transi-
tion to a different type of
celebration that complies
with the new regulations.”

Seniors and their re-
spective families are
asked to enter the stadium
through the north gate
and report to the registra-
tion table for instructions.
From there, graduates and
their two family members
can proceed through the
celebration exit through
the south stadium exit.

“At the exit, represen-

tatives from Herff Jones
will be present to collect
graduation gowns,” Win-
kler said.

Masks are required and
social distancing stan-
dards are expected to be
followed. Any senior who
doesn’t feel comfortable in
participating in the cele-
bration may contact the
school to arrange and al-
ternative diploma pick-up.

Also, if any graduates
have MPHS property that
hasn’t been returned, it is
suggested that they make
arrangements to return
the items before July 30.
This includes books, cal-
culators, uniforms, etc.

“These items can be
dropped off at the high
school or GI-TEC offices
during weekdays,” Win-
kler said.

For more information,
visit mtpleasantschools.
net.

Graduation
FROM PAGE 1

uled for reopening in the
middle of August.

Work continues on High
Street from Mission Street
to Lincoln Road, where it
becomes Remus Road. It
is designated at the west-
bound route for M-20.

That could change,
based on Mt. Pleasant’s
new master plan, which
calls for rerouting M-20
up Lincoln to Pickard, us-
ing that path as a ring road
to reduce traffic congestion
inside the city.

The section of Pick-
ard Road that would
serve as the ring road was
resurfaced earlier this
summer.

M20
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Gratiot’s
death was
one of just
five new
deaths
reported by
the state on
Tuesday.
Four other
deaths were
announced
following a
review of vital
records.

City of Alma
Summary of Commission Minutes

Minutes of a regular meeting of the Alma City Commission held
Tuesday, July 14, 2020, at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Mott, Piccolo, Pitts, and Stahl.
Absent: none.

• Chair led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
• Approved minutes of June 23, 2020 regular meeting.
• Approved requests for purchase.
• Approved a request from Rotary Club to use Wright Park for

Drive-Thru/Carryout Steak Fry.
• Approved City Ordinance #816 to amend the zoning map for

property at 615 E. Downie Street.
• Approved City Ordinance #817 to amend the zoning map for

property at 803 W. Center Street.
• Approved Preliminary Planned Unit Development Plan for

319 E. Downie Street, as stated, with comments and changes by the
Planning Commission.

• Approved all payroll and claims.
• Received commission and public comments.
• Adjourned the regular meeting at 7:27 p.m.

Draft minutes will be available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office. Approved minutes are available on the City’s website at
www.myalma.org. A video of the meeting is available on the City of Alma
YouTube channel.

Sara Anderson, City Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE

The annual meeting
of the Sacred

Heart Academy
Foundation, Inc. will
be held Thursday,

July 23, 2020
at 5:00 p.m. in
the Holy Family
Garden at the

Sacred Heart Parish
office

302 S. Kinney St.,
Mt. Pleasant

LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Central
Eavestroughing, LLC

.032 GaugeAluminumHidden ScrewHangers

Quality
& Service

Are #1! It’s Gutter
Cleaning

Time!

Manufacturers of...
• 5” Seamless Gutter

• 6” Commercial Seamless Gutter
• Leaf Protectors

Jeb Gilbert • (989) 828-6279 • Shepherd, MI

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

COVID-19 DEATHS NOW AT 15

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
Counties in the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) jurisdiction once again saw double-digit
increases over the past week.
 Gratiot County gained 12 cases and is now reporting a total of 109 cases as of Tuesday. Gratiot is also reporting
one more COVID-related death over the past week. The individual was a man in his 60s, and was not associated
with any long-term care facility, according Leslie Kinnee, MMDHD public information officer.
Gratiot’s COVID-19 death toll is now 15. Of those individuals, only three were not associated with a longterm
care facility.
While Montcalm and Clinton counties are not reporting any new deaths this week, the two other MMDHD
counties have seen larger case increases. Montcalm County gained 21 cases over the past week and is now
reporting 141 cases and one death. And Clinton County gained another 31 cases, and is reporting a total of 276
cases and 12 deaths.
Gratiot’s other neighbors also saw large increases, but no deaths. Isabella County gained 23 cases over the past
week for a total of 126 cases and eight deaths. Midland County gained 30 cases, and is now reporting 175 cases
and 9 deaths. And in Saginaw County, 152 new cases were discovered over the past week, bringing their total to
1,513 COVID-19 cases and 122 deaths.
As of Tuesday, the state of Michigan is reporting a cumulative total of 74,725 cases and 6,135 deaths.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/gratiots-cases-top-100/2020/07/22/feed/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

College journalism in-
terns are not only getting
an insight of a global pan-
demic and its impact at a lo-
cal level — but they’re hav-
ing a rare opportunity to
report on these effects simul-
taneously for two Michigan
newsrooms this summer.

According to a press re-
lease from WCMU Public
Media, the Michigan News
Group Internship program
is a community collabora-
tion between WCMU Pub-
lic Radio and local news-
papers across central and
northern Michigan, includ-
ing the Traverse City Re-
cord-Eagle, Midland Daily
News, Cadillac News, and

Huron Daily Tribune.
This summer, each stu-

dent is covering a different
topic revolving around the
coronavirus and how their
assigned communities are
being impacted.

Tess DeGayner, who is
working at the Traverse
City Record-Eagle, reports
her special segment on
how the tourism mecca of
the Grand Traverse region
is feeling the financial im-
pacts of the pandemic.

“It’s been an interest-
ing experience overall —
I’m really grateful because
it’s one that I didn’t think I
would have during the ini-
tial COVID-19 outbreak, but
we made it work,” said De-
Gayner. “I have the oppor-
tunity to virtually be in two

newsrooms throughout my
day and I couldn’t ask for a
better situation.”

Other student reporters
include Michael Livings-
ton at Midland Daily News,
Hunter Dood at Cadillac
News, and Aurora Abraham
at Huron Daily Tribune in
Bad Axe.

“I’m excited about this
program,” says WCMU
News Director, Amy Rob-
inson. “Newsrooms across
Michigan have been shrink-
ing, and rural communi-
ties are really feeling the
contraction in the news in-
dustry. The Michigan News
Group is all about filling
news deserts. And it’s about
offering a unique training
ground to energetic, ethical
and talented young journal-

ists.”
Michael Livingston is

covering the central Michi-
gan crisis in a crisis, where
residents are dealing with
both the coronavirus pan-
demic and the recent dev-
astation caused by the Mid-
land and Sanford flooding.
Hunter Dood is reporting
on how COVID-19 is affect-
ing high school sports in
Cadillac. Aurora Abraham
is tackling the topic of ac-
cessing medical supplies in
rural Michigan areas.

You can hear the stu-
dents’ special one-week se-
ries airing on WCMU Pub-
lic Radio starting Friday,
July 24. Specific air dates
and times can be found at
radio.wcmu.org/michigan-
news-group-internship.

CMU NEWS

Journalism interns report for newsrooms amid pandemic

PHOTOS BY SARAH WRIGHT — MORNING SUN

Rumors of Great Wall Buffet’s demise have been exaggerated. The restaurant, despite some public confusion, had only
suspended operations due to the COVID-19pandemic — not closed for good, as some had initially thought. The local
favorite will return to operations on Aug. 1.

Great Wall Buffet is located on 1025S. Mission St. Pictured
is a reopening sign posted on the restaurant’s door.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Amid community specula-
tion, Great Wall Buffet is ex-
pected to open Aug. 1.

Great Wall Buffet tempo-
rarily closed in March due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and
was expected to be reopen
at the end of the month. In-
stead, the restaurant re-
mained closed through-
out the spring and summer
months.

Patrons of the Chinese buf-
fet restaurant had assumed
the restaurant had closed
permanently based on con-
fusing online activity.

A previous Google search
showed that the restau-
rant had been permanently
closed, though another cur-
rent Google search shows
that Great Wall Buffet is still
open, but that business had
been temporarily suspended.

The previous search re-
sults brought on speculation
from the Mt. Pleasant Townie
Talk #2 Facebook page as to
whether the restaurant was
closed or not. Some commu-
nity members expressed how
much they would miss Great
Wall Buffet were it to close
permanently.

“Great Wall Buffet is popu-
lar with my friends and fam-
ily,” Samantha Margiotta
said. “When I heard it was
closing for good, I was dis-
appointed.”

Since the speculation, a
sign was posted in the door
of the restaurant stating that
it would re-open on Saturday,
Aug. 1.

Another flier released
by Great Wall Buffet indi-
cates they will be serving
takeout from the buffet and
menu only, as there will be
no dine-in service. For any

MT. PLEASANT

DESPITE RUMORS, GREAT
WALL BUFFET TO REOPEN

By Linda Gittleman
For Media News Group

After more than $100 million was spent clean-
ing up the Pine River in St. Louis, members of
the Pine River Superfund Task Force want to
make sure that the river isn’t being polluted
again.

It appears that
more contamina-
tion is likely occur-
ring now in the al-
ready cleaned riv-
erbed just as the
Velsicol Chemical
plant site clean up
is underway.

To try and stop
t he p o l lu t ion
spread, members
of the task force
asked Chairman
Jane Keon to write
a letter to the dis-
trict office of the
Environmental Protection Agency asking for
an “Emergency Removal Action.”

“Most recently in a conference call with EPA
personnel they confirmed that it was likely that
NAPL was polluting the river on the west side
of the plant site,” she wrote.

NAPL (or nonaqueous phase liquid) is the
nasty stuff composed of various kinds of toxic
chemicals.

“They then reassured us that the EPA Emer-
gency Removal Program would be triggered

MID-MICHIGAN

Task force
to EPA: Help
end river
re-pollution
Pine River Superfund group asks
for ‘Emergency Removal Action’

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Clare County saw its single-day largest in-
crease of COVID-19 cases on Thursday. At four,
the number isn’t large compared to more popu-
lated communities, but it also represents 10 per-
cent of the county’s total number of confirmed
cases.

The county now has 41 cases, with three
deaths. Central Michigan District Health De-
partment is also reporting 21 of those cases as
recovered. While the definition of recovery —
30 days after onset of symptoms without a case
resulting in death or continued hospitalization
— is imprecise, that means that nearly half of
the county’s cases have come in the last month.

Unlike other mid-Michigan counties, Clare
County has been spared an outbreak in a nursing
home. Nursing home outbreaks have explained
past large, sudden increases in cases in Isabella
and Gratiot counties.

While there have been a couple of outbreaks
of note — chiefly at the Littlefield Lake sandbar
party the weekend of July 4 — the major source
of recent cases across mid-Michigan are in-home
transmissions.

On previous occasions, health officers with
CMDHD and Mid-Michigan District Health De-
partment have tied increasing cases in Gratiot
and Isabella counties to disease spread within
a home.

In-home transmissions are believed a com-
mon way for the disease to spread. They occur

CORONAVIRUS IN MICHIGAN

Clare sees single-day
biggest uptick in cases
Four new infections represents 10
percent of confirmed county total
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Online speculation sows confusion, with
some thinking eatery was closed for good

The task force
has a largely
successful
track record of
getting what
it needs and
decades long
experience in
dealing with
government
agencies.
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NEW YORK » A judge ordered
the release from prison of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s former
personal lawyer on Thursday,
saying the government retali-
ated against him for planning
to release a book critical of
Trump before November’s elec-
tion.

Michael Cohen’s First
Amendment rights were vi-
olated when he was ordered
back to prison on July 9 after
probation authorities said he
refused to sign a form banning
him from publishing the book
or communicating publicly in
other manners, U.S. District
Judge Alvin K. Hellerstein said
during a telephone conference.

Hellerstein ordered Michael
Cohen released from prison to
home confinement by 2 p.m.
today.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Judge orders Cohen to
be released from prison

NATION+WORLD

OKLAHOMA CITY » An appeals
court affirmed the murder con-
victions and life sentences of
two men in the 2009 slayings
of four people in Oklahoma
City, including a woman who
was featured on the HBO se-
ries “Cathouse.” The Oklahoma
Court of Criminal Appeals
rejected appeals from Rus-
sell Lee Hogshooter, 43, and
Denny Edward Phillips, 42.

The men were convicted of
six counts of murder in the
deaths of the deaths of Brooke
Phillips, 22; Milagros Bar-
rera, 22; Jennifer Lynn Ermey,
25; and Casey Mark Barrien-
tos, 32.

The two additional murder
charges were because Brooke
Phillips and Barrera were both
pregnant.

— The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY

Convictions upheld in
‘Cathouse’ slayings

ANKARA » Turkey appointed
three imams for Hagia Sophia,
one of them a professor of re-
ligious studies, as the nation
prepares for the first Muslim
prayers in the Istanbul land-
mark in 86 years following its
conversion back into a mosque.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan is scheduled to join
hundreds of worshipers for
prayers inside the former Byz-
antine cathedral that became
a mosque with the 1453 Mus-
lim conquest of Istanbul and
then a museum in 1934 after
Turkey became a secular re-
public.

A Turkish high court ruled
that the Hagia Sophia had
been illegally made into a mu-
seum more than eight decades
ago.

— The Associated Press

TURKEY

Three imams named
for Hagia Sophia

The New York Legislature
has passed a two-year morato-
rium on the use of facial recog-
nition in schools. The ban ap-
proved by the House and Sen-
ate follows an upstate district’s
adoption of the technology as
part of its security plans and a
lawsuit from civil rights advo-
cates challenging that move.

The legislation would pro-
hibit the use of biometric iden-
tifying technology in schools
until at least July 1, 2022, and
direct the state’s education
commissioner to issue a report
examining its potential impact
on student and staff privacy.
The Lockport Central School
District activated its system in
January after meeting condi-
tions set by state education of-
ficials.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Lawmakers to pause facial
recognition in schools

BELLE PLAINE, KAN. » A fed-
eral judge has refused to free
an ailing inmate from Kansas
who, along with his wife, was
convicted of abusing men-
tally ill patients at their treat-
ment center, including by
forcing them to work naked
and engage in sexual acts,
while billing the government
and their families for the sup-
posed therapy.

U.S. District Judge J.
Thomas Marten cited the
“particularly heinous na-
ture” of the abusive treat-
ment of mentally ill patients
in his Tuesday ruling denying
the request from Arlan Dean
Kaufman for compassion-
ate release from his 30-year
prison sentence because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

— The Associated Press

KANSAS

Man who abused mentally
ill patients denied release

NEW YORK » A stage produc-
tion of Ta-Nehisi Coates’ “Be-
tween the World and Me,” his
prize winning book about rac-
ism and police violence, is be-
ing adapted by HBO for a spe-
cial this fall.

HBO announced Thursday
that the program will feature
readings from “Between the
World and Me” and will be di-
rected by Apollo Theater Exec-
utive Producer Kamilah Forbes,
who handled the stage show in
2018 at the celebrated perfor-
mance center in Harlem.

“I’ve been working with Ka-
milah for almost as long as I’ve
been a writer,” Coates said in
a statement. “I can think of no
one better to put ‘Between the
World and Me’ on screen and no
better home for it than HBO.”

— The Associated Press

TELEVISION

HBO to make adaptation
of Ta-Nehisi Coates’ book

NEW YORK » The judge pre-
siding over the criminal sex
abuse case against Jeffrey Ep-
stein’s ex-girlfriend, Ghislaine
Maxwell, refused Thursday
to ban prosecutors or lawyers
for alleged victims from com-
menting publicly.

U.S. District Judge Ali-
son J. Nathan said in a writ-
ten order that she expects any-
one involved in the case to ex-
ercise “great care” to comply
with rules designed to ensure
a fair trial. But the judge said
she “will not hesitate to take
appropriate action” if circum-
stances change. Maxwell is in
a Brooklyn federal jail, await-
ing trial after pleading not
guilty to charges that she pro-
cured teenage girls, including
a 14-year-old, for Epstein to
sexually abuse in the 1990s.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Judge won’t silence
anyone in Maxwell case

CAI YANG — XINHUA VIA AP

A Long March-5rocket carrying the Tianwen-1Mars probe lifts off from the Wenchang Space Launch
Center in southern China’s Hainan Province on Thursday. China launched its most ambitious Mars mission
yet on Thursday in a bold attempt to join the United States in successfully landing a spacecraft on the red
planet.

when someone is infected
with the disease some-
where else, and brings it
home. COVID-19 has an in-
cubation period of between
5-10 days, and people are
believed contagious before
they begin showing symp-
toms, making a home ideal
ground to pass it around.
In-home transmissions
were believed responsi-
ble for up to two-thirds of
cases in New York City dur-

ing that city’s terrible out-
break in the spring.

An inquiry sent to
CMDHD on whether
Clare’s four cases come
from in-home transmis-
sion hasn’t received an an-
swer.

In addition to Clare’s
four, cases increased in
other mid-Michigan coun-
ties Thursday. They in-
cluded one in Isabella, for
164 with eight deaths; two
in Gratiot, for 109 and 15
deaths; two in Mecosta,
for 43 with two deaths;
cases are up to 148 with
one death, in Montcalm

County, and in Midland,
cases are up to 190 with
nine deaths.

Gladwin, with 30 cases
and two deaths, was un-
changed.

Statewide, another 699
cases were announced for
a total of 75,947. Another
seven deaths were an-
nounced, with six as a re-
sult of a review of death
certificates, for a total of
6,148. Michigan’s death
rate — known more tech-
nically as the case fatal-
ity rate — continues to fall
and as of Thursday was
down to 8.1 percent.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

with evidence of contam-
ination” she continued in
the letter.

But when members
asked about monitor-
ing programs that would
trigger the Emergency Re-
moval Program, EPA em-
ployees said no monitor-
ing was taking place.

“Both our Task Force
and EPA agree that a re-
contamination of the Pine
River after almost $100
million was spent to clean
up 32 acres of highly pol-
luted river bottom is to be
avoided,” she wrote.

So she asked for
monthly sampling of the
river, ground water and
river sediment to begin
immediately.

And she asked for the
Emergency Removal Ac-
tion to begin to stop the
contamination into the
river.

But will the EPA do as
asked?

Maybe not overnight,
Keon said.

But both she and Dr. Ed
Lorenz, retired Alma Col-
lege Professor and task
force member, agree that,”
We are persistent.”

The task force has a
largely successful track
record of getting what
it needs and decades
long experience in dealing
with government agen-
cies.

Besides, Lorenz pointed

out, “an election year is a
good time to ask.”

Keon said she believes
temporary collection
measures could be insti-
tuted as have been in the
past.

The fact that the con-
tamination at the Super-
fund site seems never end-
ing and much bigger that
anticipated is no surprise
to the task force.

They — and EPA offi-
cials — have learned the
hard way not to trust Vel-
sicol records. Lorenz also
noted that there is rea-
son to believe that Velsi-
col may have dumped con-
taminants from other lo-
cations into the St. Louis
plant site, because at the
time, it was allowed to.

And that begs the ques-
tion: Just what is in that
NAPL?

Keon also questions
the EPA’s modeling and
said that will be discuss-
ed at an upcoming meet-
ing.

Lorenz noted that the
St. Louis clean up has
taken nearly as long as
the chemical plant was in
operation.

The cleanup has also
already cost millions
more than the company
paid to the community
in the form of taxes and
salaries.

And there’s much more
remediation to come.

“Today’s children will
be paying for the clean up
(in taxes) when they retire
and so will their children,”
Lorenz said.

River
FROM PAGE 1

patron that is not planning
on ordering from the menu,
a server will assist them at
the buffet in order to fulfill
their take out orders. Masks
are required for entry.

This has clarified some of
the concerns on Townie Talk
on the fate of the buffet.

For more information, call
989-775-8039 or visit the
Great Wall Buffet Facebook
page.

Buffet
FROM PAGE 1

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township Board
of Trustees approved multi-
ple new business items at the
Wednesday meeting.

The meeting took place at
7 p.m. via Zoom, which com-
munity members could view
through the internet or lis-
ten through their phones.

The first item was ap-
proval of a bid from Mt.
Pleasant Heating and Air
Conditioning for the re-
placement of two five-ton air
conditioning units and one
heating unit at the Town-
ship Hall. The bid is in the
amount of $12,129.

The heating and cooling
units would service the front
offices, lobby and front rest-
rooms of the hall.

According to the request
for board action form from
Public Services Director Kim
Smith, “The two original air
conditioning units are cur-
rently leaking freon. One
of which is leaking worse
than the other and requires
that freon be added approx-
imately every two to three
weeks. The other unit has
a smaller leak that is filled
each year as part of the
yearly HVAC inspection and
service. These units are out-
dated, not efficient, and we
are no longer able to get
parts for the units.”

The furnace is the same
age as the air conditioning

units and, though it’s still
working, the unit is con-
sidered outdated and inef-
ficient.

The bid was approved
unanimously by the board.

The next item on the
agenda was to approve a
Township Participation
Contract with Isabella Road
Commission (ICRC) for the
Broadway and Isabella Roads
Intersection Design Phase
and to authorize Township
Manager Mark Stuhldreher
to sign the contracts.

The project is part of
plans from the ICRC to en-
hance the intersections of Is-
abella/ High Street, Isabella/
Broomfield Road, and Isa-
bella/Bluegrass Roads.

According to the request
for board action form from
Smith, “At the completion
of this project, the Broad-
way at Isabella Road inter-
section will be the only re-
maining intersection on Isa-
bella Road, south of Pickard/
M20 that has not been im-
proved. The Broadway at Isa-
bella Road intersection is be-
ing done as an independent
project due to project com-
plexity, cost, and availabil-
ity of MDOT Safety Grant
Funds.”

The scope of services for
the design phase of the proj-
ect includes topographical
mapping, initial field meet-
ing, utility coordination,
geo-technical investigation,
prepare preliminary road-

way and traffic design plans,
prepare final roadway and
traffic signal design plans,
and ICRC review of prelimi-
nary and final plans.

The board unanimously
approved the contract and
the signing of the contract
by Stuhldreher.

Next, the board consid-
ered approval the Township
Participation Contract with
the ICRC for the Mary Mc-
Guire School zone signal and
signage upgrades and to au-
thorize Stuhldreher signing
the contracts.

The project is meant to
upgrade existing school zone
speed limit signs currently
attached to utility poles in
the road right-of-way.

According to the request
for board action form from
Smith, “New freestanding
signs will be installed on

the south bound and north
bound lanes of Isabella
Road. The signs will include
the speed limit, enforcement
hours, and a yellow flashing
light on the top that will be
activated during enforce-
ment hours to alert driv-
ers of the zone. In addition
to new signage crosswalk
markings will be painted at
the intersection of Isabella
Road and Cross lanes to des-
ignate the crosswalk.”

The contract is in the
amount of $19,669.94
with the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Indian Tribe provid-
ing $15,669.94 in funding,
Union Township providing
$3,000, and Mt. Pleasant
Public School (MPPS) pro-
viding $1,000. The ICRC will
be providing $3,000 which
brings the project total to
$22,669.94.

Funding for the project
shows $30,000 coming from
Union Township, with the
Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe providing $20,000 of
the $30,000 as a part of 2%
funding for the project and
Union providing $10,000
from their own funds. ICRC
will be providing $10,000 for
the contract which brings
the project total to $40,000.

The contract and contract
signing by Stuhldreher were
approved unanimously by
the board.

For more information, visit
uniontownshipmi.com.

UNION TWP.

Township trustees OK new business items

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

The Charter Township of
Union water tower. Trustees
on Wednesday evening
approved multiple new
business items.
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

College journalism in-
terns are not only getting
an insight of a global pan-
demic and its impact at a lo-
cal level — but they’re hav-
ing a rare opportunity to
report on these effects simul-
taneously for two Michigan
newsrooms this summer.

According to a press re-
lease from WCMU Public
Media, the Michigan News
Group Internship program
is a community collabora-
tion between WCMU Pub-
lic Radio and local news-
papers across central and
northern Michigan, includ-
ing the Traverse City Re-
cord-Eagle, Midland Daily
News, Cadillac News, and

Huron Daily Tribune.
This summer, each stu-

dent is covering a different
topic revolving around the
coronavirus and how their
assigned communities are
being impacted.

Tess DeGayner, who is
working at the Traverse
City Record-Eagle, reports
her special segment on
how the tourism mecca of
the Grand Traverse region
is feeling the financial im-
pacts of the pandemic.

“It’s been an interest-
ing experience overall —
I’m really grateful because
it’s one that I didn’t think I
would have during the ini-
tial COVID-19 outbreak, but
we made it work,” said De-
Gayner. “I have the oppor-
tunity to virtually be in two

newsrooms throughout my
day and I couldn’t ask for a
better situation.”

Other student reporters
include Michael Livings-
ton at Midland Daily News,
Hunter Dood at Cadillac
News, and Aurora Abraham
at Huron Daily Tribune in
Bad Axe.

“I’m excited about this
program,” says WCMU
News Director, Amy Rob-
inson. “Newsrooms across
Michigan have been shrink-
ing, and rural communi-
ties are really feeling the
contraction in the news in-
dustry. The Michigan News
Group is all about filling
news deserts. And it’s about
offering a unique training
ground to energetic, ethical
and talented young journal-

ists.”
Michael Livingston is

covering the central Michi-
gan crisis in a crisis, where
residents are dealing with
both the coronavirus pan-
demic and the recent dev-
astation caused by the Mid-
land and Sanford flooding.
Hunter Dood is reporting
on how COVID-19 is affect-
ing high school sports in
Cadillac. Aurora Abraham
is tackling the topic of ac-
cessing medical supplies in
rural Michigan areas.

You can hear the stu-
dents’ special one-week se-
ries airing on WCMU Pub-
lic Radio starting Friday,
July 24. Specific air dates
and times can be found at
radio.wcmu.org/michigan-
news-group-internship.

CMU NEWS

Journalism interns report for newsrooms amid pandemic

PHOTOS BY SARAH WRIGHT — MORNING SUN

Rumors of Great Wall Buffet’s demise have been exaggerated. The restaurant, despite some public confusion, had only
suspended operations due to the COVID-19pandemic — not closed for good, as some had initially thought. The local
favorite will return to operations on Aug. 1.

Great Wall Buffet is located on 1025S. Mission St. Pictured
is a reopening sign posted on the restaurant’s door.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Amid community specula-
tion, Great Wall Buffet is ex-
pected to open Aug. 1.

Great Wall Buffet tempo-
rarily closed in March due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and
was expected to be reopen
at the end of the month. In-
stead, the restaurant re-
mained closed through-
out the spring and summer
months.

Patrons of the Chinese buf-
fet restaurant had assumed
the restaurant had closed
permanently based on con-
fusing online activity.

A previous Google search
showed that the restau-
rant had been permanently
closed, though another cur-
rent Google search shows
that Great Wall Buffet is still
open, but that business had
been temporarily suspended.

The previous search re-
sults brought on speculation
from the Mt. Pleasant Townie
Talk #2 Facebook page as to
whether the restaurant was
closed or not. Some commu-
nity members expressed how
much they would miss Great
Wall Buffet were it to close
permanently.

“Great Wall Buffet is popu-
lar with my friends and fam-
ily,” Samantha Margiotta
said. “When I heard it was
closing for good, I was dis-
appointed.”

Since the speculation, a
sign was posted in the door
of the restaurant stating that
it would re-open on Saturday,
Aug. 1.

Another flier released
by Great Wall Buffet indi-
cates they will be serving
takeout from the buffet and
menu only, as there will be
no dine-in service. For any

MT. PLEASANT

DESPITE RUMORS, GREAT
WALL BUFFET TO REOPEN

By Linda Gittleman
For Media News Group

After more than $100 million was spent clean-
ing up the Pine River in St. Louis, members of
the Pine River Superfund Task Force want to
make sure that the river isn’t being polluted
again.

It appears that
more contamina-
tion is likely occur-
ring now in the al-
ready cleaned riv-
erbed just as the
Velsicol Chemical
plant site clean up
is underway.

To try and stop
t he p o l lu t ion
spread, members
of the task force
asked Chairman
Jane Keon to write
a letter to the dis-
trict office of the
Environmental Protection Agency asking for
an “Emergency Removal Action.”

“Most recently in a conference call with EPA
personnel they confirmed that it was likely that
NAPL was polluting the river on the west side
of the plant site,” she wrote.

NAPL (or nonaqueous phase liquid) is the
nasty stuff composed of various kinds of toxic
chemicals.

“They then reassured us that the EPA Emer-
gency Removal Program would be triggered

MID-MICHIGAN

Task force
to EPA: Help
end river
re-pollution
Pine River Superfund group asks
for ‘Emergency Removal Action’

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Clare County saw its single-day largest in-
crease of COVID-19 cases on Thursday. At four,
the number isn’t large compared to more popu-
lated communities, but it also represents 10 per-
cent of the county’s total number of confirmed
cases.

The county now has 41 cases, with three
deaths. Central Michigan District Health De-
partment is also reporting 21 of those cases as
recovered. While the definition of recovery —
30 days after onset of symptoms without a case
resulting in death or continued hospitalization
— is imprecise, that means that nearly half of
the county’s cases have come in the last month.

Unlike other mid-Michigan counties, Clare
County has been spared an outbreak in a nursing
home. Nursing home outbreaks have explained
past large, sudden increases in cases in Isabella
and Gratiot counties.

While there have been a couple of outbreaks
of note — chiefly at the Littlefield Lake sandbar
party the weekend of July 4 — the major source
of recent cases across mid-Michigan are in-home
transmissions.

On previous occasions, health officers with
CMDHD and Mid-Michigan District Health De-
partment have tied increasing cases in Gratiot
and Isabella counties to disease spread within
a home.

In-home transmissions are believed a com-
mon way for the disease to spread. They occur

CORONAVIRUS IN MICHIGAN

Clare sees single-day
biggest uptick in cases
Four new infections represents 10
percent of confirmed county total
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Online speculation sows confusion, with
some thinking eatery was closed for good

The task force
has a largely
successful
track record of
getting what
it needs and
decades long
experience in
dealing with
government
agencies.
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NEW YORK » A judge ordered
the release from prison of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s former
personal lawyer on Thursday,
saying the government retali-
ated against him for planning
to release a book critical of
Trump before November’s elec-
tion.

Michael Cohen’s First
Amendment rights were vi-
olated when he was ordered
back to prison on July 9 after
probation authorities said he
refused to sign a form banning
him from publishing the book
or communicating publicly in
other manners, U.S. District
Judge Alvin K. Hellerstein said
during a telephone conference.

Hellerstein ordered Michael
Cohen released from prison to
home confinement by 2 p.m.
today.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Judge orders Cohen to
be released from prison

NATION+WORLD

OKLAHOMA CITY » An appeals
court affirmed the murder con-
victions and life sentences of
two men in the 2009 slayings
of four people in Oklahoma
City, including a woman who
was featured on the HBO se-
ries “Cathouse.” The Oklahoma
Court of Criminal Appeals
rejected appeals from Rus-
sell Lee Hogshooter, 43, and
Denny Edward Phillips, 42.

The men were convicted of
six counts of murder in the
deaths of the deaths of Brooke
Phillips, 22; Milagros Bar-
rera, 22; Jennifer Lynn Ermey,
25; and Casey Mark Barrien-
tos, 32.

The two additional murder
charges were because Brooke
Phillips and Barrera were both
pregnant.

— The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY

Convictions upheld in
‘Cathouse’ slayings

ANKARA » Turkey appointed
three imams for Hagia Sophia,
one of them a professor of re-
ligious studies, as the nation
prepares for the first Muslim
prayers in the Istanbul land-
mark in 86 years following its
conversion back into a mosque.

President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan is scheduled to join
hundreds of worshipers for
prayers inside the former Byz-
antine cathedral that became
a mosque with the 1453 Mus-
lim conquest of Istanbul and
then a museum in 1934 after
Turkey became a secular re-
public.

A Turkish high court ruled
that the Hagia Sophia had
been illegally made into a mu-
seum more than eight decades
ago.

— The Associated Press

TURKEY

Three imams named
for Hagia Sophia

The New York Legislature
has passed a two-year morato-
rium on the use of facial recog-
nition in schools. The ban ap-
proved by the House and Sen-
ate follows an upstate district’s
adoption of the technology as
part of its security plans and a
lawsuit from civil rights advo-
cates challenging that move.

The legislation would pro-
hibit the use of biometric iden-
tifying technology in schools
until at least July 1, 2022, and
direct the state’s education
commissioner to issue a report
examining its potential impact
on student and staff privacy.
The Lockport Central School
District activated its system in
January after meeting condi-
tions set by state education of-
ficials.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Lawmakers to pause facial
recognition in schools

BELLE PLAINE, KAN. » A fed-
eral judge has refused to free
an ailing inmate from Kansas
who, along with his wife, was
convicted of abusing men-
tally ill patients at their treat-
ment center, including by
forcing them to work naked
and engage in sexual acts,
while billing the government
and their families for the sup-
posed therapy.

U.S. District Judge J.
Thomas Marten cited the
“particularly heinous na-
ture” of the abusive treat-
ment of mentally ill patients
in his Tuesday ruling denying
the request from Arlan Dean
Kaufman for compassion-
ate release from his 30-year
prison sentence because of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

— The Associated Press

KANSAS

Man who abused mentally
ill patients denied release

NEW YORK » A stage produc-
tion of Ta-Nehisi Coates’ “Be-
tween the World and Me,” his
prize winning book about rac-
ism and police violence, is be-
ing adapted by HBO for a spe-
cial this fall.

HBO announced Thursday
that the program will feature
readings from “Between the
World and Me” and will be di-
rected by Apollo Theater Exec-
utive Producer Kamilah Forbes,
who handled the stage show in
2018 at the celebrated perfor-
mance center in Harlem.

“I’ve been working with Ka-
milah for almost as long as I’ve
been a writer,” Coates said in
a statement. “I can think of no
one better to put ‘Between the
World and Me’ on screen and no
better home for it than HBO.”

— The Associated Press

TELEVISION

HBO to make adaptation
of Ta-Nehisi Coates’ book

NEW YORK » The judge pre-
siding over the criminal sex
abuse case against Jeffrey Ep-
stein’s ex-girlfriend, Ghislaine
Maxwell, refused Thursday
to ban prosecutors or lawyers
for alleged victims from com-
menting publicly.

U.S. District Judge Ali-
son J. Nathan said in a writ-
ten order that she expects any-
one involved in the case to ex-
ercise “great care” to comply
with rules designed to ensure
a fair trial. But the judge said
she “will not hesitate to take
appropriate action” if circum-
stances change. Maxwell is in
a Brooklyn federal jail, await-
ing trial after pleading not
guilty to charges that she pro-
cured teenage girls, including
a 14-year-old, for Epstein to
sexually abuse in the 1990s.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Judge won’t silence
anyone in Maxwell case

CAI YANG — XINHUA VIA AP

A Long March-5rocket carrying the Tianwen-1Mars probe lifts off from the Wenchang Space Launch
Center in southern China’s Hainan Province on Thursday. China launched its most ambitious Mars mission
yet on Thursday in a bold attempt to join the United States in successfully landing a spacecraft on the red
planet.

when someone is infected
with the disease some-
where else, and brings it
home. COVID-19 has an in-
cubation period of between
5-10 days, and people are
believed contagious before
they begin showing symp-
toms, making a home ideal
ground to pass it around.
In-home transmissions
were believed responsi-
ble for up to two-thirds of
cases in New York City dur-

ing that city’s terrible out-
break in the spring.

An inquiry sent to
CMDHD on whether
Clare’s four cases come
from in-home transmis-
sion hasn’t received an an-
swer.

In addition to Clare’s
four, cases increased in
other mid-Michigan coun-
ties Thursday. They in-
cluded one in Isabella, for
164 with eight deaths; two
in Gratiot, for 109 and 15
deaths; two in Mecosta,
for 43 with two deaths;
cases are up to 148 with
one death, in Montcalm

County, and in Midland,
cases are up to 190 with
nine deaths.

Gladwin, with 30 cases
and two deaths, was un-
changed.

Statewide, another 699
cases were announced for
a total of 75,947. Another
seven deaths were an-
nounced, with six as a re-
sult of a review of death
certificates, for a total of
6,148. Michigan’s death
rate — known more tech-
nically as the case fatal-
ity rate — continues to fall
and as of Thursday was
down to 8.1 percent.

Update
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with evidence of contam-
ination” she continued in
the letter.

But when members
asked about monitor-
ing programs that would
trigger the Emergency Re-
moval Program, EPA em-
ployees said no monitor-
ing was taking place.

“Both our Task Force
and EPA agree that a re-
contamination of the Pine
River after almost $100
million was spent to clean
up 32 acres of highly pol-
luted river bottom is to be
avoided,” she wrote.

So she asked for
monthly sampling of the
river, ground water and
river sediment to begin
immediately.

And she asked for the
Emergency Removal Ac-
tion to begin to stop the
contamination into the
river.

But will the EPA do as
asked?

Maybe not overnight,
Keon said.

But both she and Dr. Ed
Lorenz, retired Alma Col-
lege Professor and task
force member, agree that,”
We are persistent.”

The task force has a
largely successful track
record of getting what
it needs and decades
long experience in dealing
with government agen-
cies.

Besides, Lorenz pointed

out, “an election year is a
good time to ask.”

Keon said she believes
temporary collection
measures could be insti-
tuted as have been in the
past.

The fact that the con-
tamination at the Super-
fund site seems never end-
ing and much bigger that
anticipated is no surprise
to the task force.

They — and EPA offi-
cials — have learned the
hard way not to trust Vel-
sicol records. Lorenz also
noted that there is rea-
son to believe that Velsi-
col may have dumped con-
taminants from other lo-
cations into the St. Louis
plant site, because at the
time, it was allowed to.

And that begs the ques-
tion: Just what is in that
NAPL?

Keon also questions
the EPA’s modeling and
said that will be discuss-
ed at an upcoming meet-
ing.

Lorenz noted that the
St. Louis clean up has
taken nearly as long as
the chemical plant was in
operation.

The cleanup has also
already cost millions
more than the company
paid to the community
in the form of taxes and
salaries.

And there’s much more
remediation to come.

“Today’s children will
be paying for the clean up
(in taxes) when they retire
and so will their children,”
Lorenz said.

River
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patron that is not planning
on ordering from the menu,
a server will assist them at
the buffet in order to fulfill
their take out orders. Masks
are required for entry.

This has clarified some of
the concerns on Townie Talk
on the fate of the buffet.

For more information, call
989-775-8039 or visit the
Great Wall Buffet Facebook
page.

Buffet
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township Board
of Trustees approved multi-
ple new business items at the
Wednesday meeting.

The meeting took place at
7 p.m. via Zoom, which com-
munity members could view
through the internet or lis-
ten through their phones.

The first item was ap-
proval of a bid from Mt.
Pleasant Heating and Air
Conditioning for the re-
placement of two five-ton air
conditioning units and one
heating unit at the Town-
ship Hall. The bid is in the
amount of $12,129.

The heating and cooling
units would service the front
offices, lobby and front rest-
rooms of the hall.

According to the request
for board action form from
Public Services Director Kim
Smith, “The two original air
conditioning units are cur-
rently leaking freon. One
of which is leaking worse
than the other and requires
that freon be added approx-
imately every two to three
weeks. The other unit has
a smaller leak that is filled
each year as part of the
yearly HVAC inspection and
service. These units are out-
dated, not efficient, and we
are no longer able to get
parts for the units.”

The furnace is the same
age as the air conditioning

units and, though it’s still
working, the unit is con-
sidered outdated and inef-
ficient.

The bid was approved
unanimously by the board.

The next item on the
agenda was to approve a
Township Participation
Contract with Isabella Road
Commission (ICRC) for the
Broadway and Isabella Roads
Intersection Design Phase
and to authorize Township
Manager Mark Stuhldreher
to sign the contracts.

The project is part of
plans from the ICRC to en-
hance the intersections of Is-
abella/ High Street, Isabella/
Broomfield Road, and Isa-
bella/Bluegrass Roads.

According to the request
for board action form from
Smith, “At the completion
of this project, the Broad-
way at Isabella Road inter-
section will be the only re-
maining intersection on Isa-
bella Road, south of Pickard/
M20 that has not been im-
proved. The Broadway at Isa-
bella Road intersection is be-
ing done as an independent
project due to project com-
plexity, cost, and availabil-
ity of MDOT Safety Grant
Funds.”

The scope of services for
the design phase of the proj-
ect includes topographical
mapping, initial field meet-
ing, utility coordination,
geo-technical investigation,
prepare preliminary road-

way and traffic design plans,
prepare final roadway and
traffic signal design plans,
and ICRC review of prelimi-
nary and final plans.

The board unanimously
approved the contract and
the signing of the contract
by Stuhldreher.

Next, the board consid-
ered approval the Township
Participation Contract with
the ICRC for the Mary Mc-
Guire School zone signal and
signage upgrades and to au-
thorize Stuhldreher signing
the contracts.

The project is meant to
upgrade existing school zone
speed limit signs currently
attached to utility poles in
the road right-of-way.

According to the request
for board action form from
Smith, “New freestanding
signs will be installed on

the south bound and north
bound lanes of Isabella
Road. The signs will include
the speed limit, enforcement
hours, and a yellow flashing
light on the top that will be
activated during enforce-
ment hours to alert driv-
ers of the zone. In addition
to new signage crosswalk
markings will be painted at
the intersection of Isabella
Road and Cross lanes to des-
ignate the crosswalk.”

The contract is in the
amount of $19,669.94
with the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Indian Tribe provid-
ing $15,669.94 in funding,
Union Township providing
$3,000, and Mt. Pleasant
Public School (MPPS) pro-
viding $1,000. The ICRC will
be providing $3,000 which
brings the project total to
$22,669.94.

Funding for the project
shows $30,000 coming from
Union Township, with the
Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe providing $20,000 of
the $30,000 as a part of 2%
funding for the project and
Union providing $10,000
from their own funds. ICRC
will be providing $10,000 for
the contract which brings
the project total to $40,000.

The contract and contract
signing by Stuhldreher were
approved unanimously by
the board.

For more information, visit
uniontownshipmi.com.

UNION TWP.

Township trustees OK new business items

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

The Charter Township of
Union water tower. Trustees
on Wednesday evening
approved multiple new
business items.
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Confirmed cases of COVID-19
have increased by 27 percent in Clare
County in less than a week, continu-
ing a local surge in cases that started
in early July.

On Monday, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
reported 49 cases in the county. Last
Monday, that number was 37. The Cen-
tral Michigan District Health Depart-
ment is also monitoring three prob-
able cases of COVID-19, according to
the MDHHS data dashboard. Up un-
til July 17, the health department was
monitoring just one.

Three residents of Clare County
have died from COVID-19, and a total
of five have been hospitalized.

It’s a small number of cases. On the

other hand, with an estimated popu-
lation of a little more than 30,000, 10
more cases pack a bigger punch than
it would in Isabella County, with more
than double the people.

Monday, 1.6 people per 1,000 have
tested positive for the disease. Last
Monday, it was 1.2 people per 1,000.

Last week, Steve Hall, health offi-
cer for the Central Michigan District
Health Department, said the cases
were mostly in-home transmissions
of the disease. It is one of the most
common ways for COVID-19 to spread,
where someone is infected but doesn’t
know it because symptoms often don’t
present for days. They bring it into the
home and start shedding virus before
symptoms develop, infecting family
members.

The jump in cases has been enough
to push the county’s risk level for aver-
age number of cases per million resi-

dents into the second-highest cate-
gory: medium-high. As of Friday, the
number of cases per-million in Clare
County was 23.3.

Another key indicator — the seven-
day average of the percent of tests that
are positive — still showed the county
as a low risk. The county’s seven-day
average for positive test percentages is
.7, 1.3 percent below the threshold of 3
percent that would push that metric
into medium threat level.

Confirmed COVID cases continue to
increase across almost all of mid-Mich-
igan, including Isabella County, where
two more cases were announced over
the weekend.

Isabella County went into the week-
end with 167 cases. As of Monday, that
increased by two to 169, with 24 proba-
ble cases. Eight people have died there
and 14 hospitalized, including three

CORONAVIRUS

Clare COVID-19 surge increases
to 10 cases in less than a week

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTOS

In this July 2019photo the Pine River in St. Louis, overrun by algae. With each passing year the sediment load increases
and more oxygen is required for the decomposition process. The yearly sediment dump renders the river more shallow as
well as slowing the current. Warmer temperatures as we have been experiencing along with excessive nutrients are fuel out
of control weed and algae growth.

CMU Communications

Hot summers for many
in Michigan mean head-
ing to one of our abundant
lakes for a relaxing dip. Un-
fortunately, along with ris-
ing temperatures is an in-
creased likelihood that
people may come in con-
tact with algae that poten-
tially can cause unpleasant
or even harmful conditions
for them and their pets.

Hunter Carrick, a Central
Michigan University Biology
faculty member, is an ex-
pert on pollution problems
in aquatic ecosystems (lakes
and stream), particularly
those in the Great Lakes re-
gion. We talked with him to
learn more about how al-
gal blooms grow and what
makes some dangerous.

Q : What are algal
blooms?

A : They are microscopic
algae that multiply

and grow in a confined
area to the point that you
can see them as particles
and flakes suspended in
the water. Most are harm-
less and are an important
seasonal food for a variety
of invertebrates, mollusks,
and small fish.

Q : What makes for a
toxic algal bloom?

A : These are condi-
tions when rapidly-re-

producing algae — typi-
cally blue-green in color in
freshwater and referred to
as cyanobacteria — can be
found floating in water or
washed up on shore. They
produce chemicals as by-
products of their normal
growth that can be danger-
ous (even toxic) to a range
of invertebrates, verte-
brates and humans as the
chemical becomes more
concentrated in the water.
The production of these
biochemicals have been

MID-MICHIGAN

WATER HAZARD

“The production of these
biochemicals have been
linked to a range of harmful
conditions, including skin
rashes, changes to nervous
systems and potentially
making pets deathly sick.”
— Hunter Carrick, CMU biology faculty member

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A Big Rapids man held police at bay for eight
hours in a Clare hotel before surrendering Mon-
day morning. No one was hurt.

Clare city police were called to the Quality Inn,
10318 S. Clare Ave., shortly after midnight Sunday
for a domestic disturbance involving an armed
man, said a press release from the Clare city po-
lice department.

When officers arrived, the 49-year-old man
confronted them at the door and refused to put
his gun down, the release said. Officers evacu-
ated the hotel of its occupants and moved them-
selves to safety.

Police began negotiating with the man, who
occasionally fired his gun at them.

After eight hours, the suspect surrendered
peacefully and was taken to the Clare County
Jail, where he awaits his arraignment.

Clare city police were assisted at the scene by
the Northern Michigan Mutual Aid Emergency
Response Team, the Clare County Sheriff’s Office,
the Michigan State police, Clare City Department
of Public Works, Mobile Medical Response and
Clare Fire Department.

Eric Baerren is a multimedia journalist for
The Morning Sun in Mt. Pleasant, where he has
served as a columnist in recent years.

CLARE

Gunman
arrested
following
8-hour
standoff

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Four of the five seats on the Gratiot County
Board of Commissioners will have contested
races in the Aug. 4 primary election.

Only incumbent Republican Sam Smith in Dis-
trict 3, which includes Fulton, New Haven, New-
ark, North Shade and Sumner townships, is run-
ning unopposed in both the primary and general
election because no Democrat filed.

Also, incumbents Church Murphy, a Repuli-
can, in District 1, and Democrat Tim Lambrecht
in District 4 will not face challengers until No-
vember.

Murphy will square off against one of two
Democrats, David Wier or Jen Lobdell, who are
facing each other in the primary.

Wier, 28, is a Muskegon native who earned
his bachelor’s degree in psychology and master’s
degree in professional counseling from Central
Michigan University.

He now works as a counselor at Alma College
and an instructor at Mid Michigan College.

“I am running for office because I want to give
the people of Gratiot County a voice in local gov-
ernment they can trust,” Wier said.

He also wants to “protect and develop local
green spaces, eliminate partisan divides to prove
our government can do its job of protecting and
enriching the lives of its citizens, (and) bring new
energy with an emphasis on reasonable, rational
decision making.”

Weir, who is a member of the county’s park
and recreation commission, says his experience

ELECTION 2020

4 of 5 Gratiot
County board
races contested

Algal blooms can be dangerous
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Age 73, of St. Louis,
passed away Thurs-
day, July 23, 2020 in
Goose Creek, South
Carolina while visiting
family. Norma was born
February 14, 1947 in
Alma, the daughter of
Domingo Aleman and
Patrosina (Benavidez)
Fabela. She gradu-
ated from Alma High
School with the class
of 1965. Norma mar-
ried Raul M. Garza Jr.
on October 14, 1967.
She was a member of

Nativity of the Lord Parish and the Cursillistas in
Saginaw. Norma enjoyed doing puzzles, cooking,
baking, dancing, listening to Spanish music and
loved spending time and being with her family. She
is survived by her husband Raul, children Tracy
(Luis) Coria, Raul Garza III, Romeo Garza, Kathleen
(Eric) Miller, Ruben Garza, Roberto Garza, Ramona
Garza, Domingo Garza, Rene (Karla) Garza, Ruben
Garza II, 23 grandchildren, 6 great grandchildren,
sisters Thelma (Marvin) Leonhardt, Doris (Baldo)
Esquivel, Diane (partner Jose Gonzalez) Garza,
brother David (Rita) Fabela and many nieces and
nephews. Norma was preceded in death by her
parents, brother Domingo Fabela Jr., and sisters
(<2.#0 0#! (<2.!0 40/<20' - ,099 "; *8:69760#
Burial will be held Friday, July 31, 2020 at 2 pm at
Nativity of the Lord Parish in St. Louis. Interment
will follow at Chapel Gardens Cemetery. Visitation
will be held Friday from 1 pm until time of Mass.
1# 26<5 "; +"&<:9) %<%":6029 %0$ /< %0!< 7" 38<
American Heart Association. Arrangements have
been entrusted to the care of the Lux-Moody-Wol-
fel Funeral Home. To view Norma’s obituary or to
leave a condolence for the family please visit www.
luxfuneralhomes.com.

GARZA, DELIA NORMA

linked to a range of harm-
ful conditions, including skin
rashes, changes to nervous
systems and potentially mak-
ing pets deathly sick. In addi-
tion, when the algae die, the
oxygen that it takes to break
them down takes oxygen from
fish and invertebrates, killing
them.

Q : What causes harmful
algae?

A : The blue-green algae
thrive in waters that have

an excess of nutrients, specif-
ically phosphorus and nitro-
gen, which often are the result
of household or industrial de-
tergents, lawn fertilizers and
urban and agricultural runoff.
Some research points the oc-
currences of algal blooms to
the rise of zebra and quagga
mussels in the Great Lakes,
which eat good algae and re-
lease — or avoid eating —
blue-green algae in the water,
leaving it to grow and concen-
trate throughout the summer.

Q : Does rising summer
temperatures impact

them?

A : Yes, the toxic blue-green
algae often thrive as

the summer progresses. The
blooms benefit from the am-
ple sunlight that promotes
their growth and warms
the temperature of the wa-
ter. These same weather pat-
terns can produce more in-
tense rain storms, like those
we have had during the late
spring and summer, which
deliver abundant nutrients
like phosphorus and nitro-
gen which fuel more algae
growth. The delivery of nu-
trients, coupled with consis-
tently higher-than-average
temperatures of Michigan’s
lakes, have in a sense created
the perfect storm for algal
blooms.

Q : What should people do
if they contact or swallow

HAB-contaminated water?

A : If you or your children
experience symptoms

such as runny eyes or nose,
stomach pain, vomiting, diar-
rhea, seizures, weakness and/
or headaches, go to the near-
est urgent care or call poison
control (800-222-1222).

Q : What about (household)
pets?

A : An animal that has
gone in water contam-

inated with excessive algae
should be rinsed off imme-

diately. If a pet shows symp-
toms such as vomiting, diar-
rhea, staggering and seizures,
they should be taken imme-
diately to a veterinarian. It is
also important to report the
case to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Rural Development at
800-292-3939 or by submit-
ting a Reporting a Reportable
Disease Form.

Q : What if I suspect that a
body of water has HABs?

A : Contact the Department
of Environment, Great

Lakes and Energy at 800-662-
9278 or algaebloom@Michi-
gan.gov.

Algal
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within the last couple of weeks.
One of their new cases involved

someone at CMU, the university
announced in its COVID-19 dash-
board Monday morning.

Seven more cases were an-
nounced Monday in Gratiot County,
bringing that county’s total to 119,
with 15 deaths. Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department is moni-
toring 15 probable cases there.

Another 13 cases were confirmed
in Midland County, the first mid-
Michigan county to breach the
200 confirmed case mark. Cases
there stand at 206 as of Monday,
with nine deaths. Another 64 peo-
ple there are considered probable
cases.

Three more cases were an-
nounced in Gladwin County, for a
total of 33 cases and two deaths,
with one additional probable case.
Four people from Gladwin County
have been hospitalized.

Two more cases were announced
in Mecosta County for a total of 45,
with another five listed as probable.
Two people in the county have died.

Four more cases were announced
in Montcalm County for a total of
154, with another 18 listed as prob-
able. One person has died of CO-
VID-19 in Montcalm County.

Statewide, another 488 cases
were announced statewide Monday
for a cumulative total of 78,507, and
another five deaths for 6,154.

COVID
FROM PAGE 1

as a counselor by “listening
to others and taking their
perspective, helping me see
how often we are trying to
solve the same problems
with different solutions,”
will be valuable if elected.

A questionnaire sent to
Lobdell seeking comments
for why she is running for
office was not returned.

District 1 is comprised
of Pine River and Seville
townships, and Alma Pre-
cinct 2.

In District 2, which in-
cludes the city of St. Louis,
and Bethany and Wheeler
townships, longtime com-
missioner Jan Bunting will
meet fellow Republican Earl
Hunt in the primary.

Bunting has served on
the board for 20 years. She
was the owner of Jan’s Piz-
zeria in St. Louis for 28
years before selling the
business and now works
as a part-time parapro-
fessional for Alma and St.
Louis schools.

Her primary focus be-
ing a county commissioner
is to “bring accountability
and transparency to the cit-
izens, be a good steward of
the public’s trust and tax-
payer’s dollars and carry
out the role of commis-
sioner with integrity and

commitment.”
Bunting has been a mem-

ber of numerous commu-
nity organizations over the
years including the Gra-
tiot Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Alma Women’s Club,
Rural Urban Day commit-
tee, Gratiot County parks
and recreation commis-
sion, and Gratiot Commu-
nity Mental Health board,
among others.

She currently sits on
boards for Mobile Medical
Response, Michigan State
University Extension and
Great Lakes Bay Michigan
Works.

Bunting is a member of
the St. Louis First United
Methodist Church and in
1999 was the recipient of the
Spirit of St. Louis Award,
given annually to the city’s
top citizen for their commu-
nity service.

Hunt, 66, is a lifelong res-
ident of Gratiot County. The
1971 Ithaca High School
graduate has lived in St.
Louis and Bethany Town-
ship with his wife Teresa
for 45 years.

He worked at the Gratiot
County Sheriff’s Office for
37 years, including the last
20 as undersheriff, before
retiring in January.

“I would like to continue
to serve the residents of
Gratiot County and would
consider it a privilege to
serve in this position,” Hunt
said. “My goal is to help

Gratiot County continue to
move forward in its efforts
to maintain a safe, econom-
ically sound environment
for the good of those who
live, work and play within
the boundaries of Gratiot
County.”

He feels his experi-
ence working for the sher-
iff’s office and his interac-
tions with the public and
other county officials over
the years, has given him “a
good understanding of how
county government works.”

“I have also been on both
sides of the bargaining ta-
ble during contract negoti-
ations, which has given me
an understanding of county
policies and finances.”

The winner will face
Democrat Rex Smith in the
November general election.

In District 4, which in-
cludes Alma Precincts 1
and 2 and Arcada Town-
ship, Democratic newcom-
ers John Lemmerman and
Sara Ann Vasquez will meet
in the primary. However,
neither candidate returned
questionnaires emailed by
the Morning Sun seeking
information regarding their
candidacy.

The winner will face in-
cumbent Democrat Tim
Lambrechts in November.

In District 5, which is
comprised of the city of
Ithaca, and Elba, Emerson,
Hamilton, Lafayette, North
Star and Washington town-

ships, two Republicans will
square off in the primary,
current Board Chairman
George Bailey and chal-
lenger Brett Baublitz,

Bailey, 71, an Ithaca High
School and Ferris State Col-
lege grad, is a U.S. Army vet-
eran who has been on the
board for five years. Prior to
that he served on the Ithaca
city council for 22 years, in-
cluding 12 as mayor. He is
retired after managing a lo-
cal manufacturing firm for
25 years.

“During my tenure on
the Ithaca city council and
as the mayor, we did many
projects such as the South
Industrial Zone in the city
of Ithaca, revamped our
parks, and maintained an
excellent water system, to
name a few,” Bailey said.

“In my tenure as county
commissioner we have in-
stituted a financial system
with a financial admin-
istrator, payables and re-
ceivables and purchasing.
By doing these things we
have been able to manage
the budget in a more effi-
cient way.”

He and the county staff
have negotiated union con-
tracts, replaced the pre-
vious website, saved the
county millions of dollars
in retirement and insur-
ance costs, and guided the
county through the current
COVID-19 pandemic, Bailey
noted..

“In looking towards
the future of what Gratiot
County may look like we
will continue to look af-
ter our Pine River and Ma-
ple River watersheds, wa-
ter quality throughout the
county and work with the
farming community on
their manure disposal,” he
said

“For the future we must
look to solar energy. We
must look to have broad-
band internet for the en-
tire county. This is impera-
tive to help all of our school
children within the county
that currently do not have
access so they may continue
with their academics. This
is a must.”

Baublitz, 48, is a 1990
graduate of Ithaca High
School and earned an as-
sociate’s degree in business
with a focus on criminal
justice from Lansing Com-
munity College.

From 1993 until retir-
ing in 2018 he was a cor-
rections officer at the Gra-
tiot County Jail, where he
served the last seven years
as a lieutenant and jail ad-
ministrator. He also was a
member of the Ithaca Fire
Department for 11 years.

Baublitz is now the di-
rector of the Alma Tran-
sit Center and for the past
three years, a member of
the Ithaca city council

“The reason I would like
to be county commissioner

is multifaceted,” he ex-
plained. “Some of the key is-
sues for the county include
COVID-19 and how it will
impact us at the county
level, the Airport Author-
ity, an aging jail, septic in-
spections, manure manage-
ment, and the health and
safety of our rivers.

“With my prior experi-
ence and an open mind, I
plan on making the best de-
cisions I can for the people
of Gratiot County and best
represent District 5 and its
voters.”

Babulitz also has some
new ideas he would like to
implement if elected.

“The county is currently
operating with a $2 mil-
lion surplus due to the tax
revenue from the windmill
farms,” he said. “I believe
that government is not a
for profit business. If there
could be a savings realized
by the taxpayers in Gratiot
County due to this surplus,
I would be all in for giving
the people and businesses
a tax break. I believe that
could also spur on other
businesses to invest in Gra-
tiot County.”

The winner of the pri-
mary will meet Democrat
Eric Cordray of Bannister
in the November general
election.

Greg Nelson is a
multimedia reporter at
The Morning Sun.

Gratiot
FROM PAGE 1

The Pine River in St.
Louis is overrun by
algae last July. The
harmful blue-green
algae thrive in
waters that have an
excess of nutrients,
specifically
phosphorus and
nitrogen, which
often are the result
of household
or industrial
detergents, lawn
fertilizers and urban
and agricultural
runoff.

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A 26-year-old Hubbardston man
and a 23-year-old Sheridan woman
were killed this weekend in two
separate accidents investigated by
Michigan State Police troopers from
the Lakeview post.

The first occurred at approx-
imately 4:51 a.m. Sunday at the
Crystal Motor Speedway, in Crystal
Township, when three people were
riding in the open back of what
police describe as an SUV driving
around the Speedway’s public area,
according to a press release from the
Michigan State Police.

Alex Richards, 26, of Hub-
bardston, was killed as a result of
injuries received while falling from
the vehicle. A 26-year-old Vestaburg
man was taken to Sparrow Hospital
in Lansing by helicopter with seri-
ous injuries sustained while being
ejected. The third person, a 25-year-
old Sheridan woman, was uninjured.

The vehicle’s driver, a 30-year-old
man from Ionia, was arrested for
operating while intoxicated caus-
ing death. He is currently lodged in
the Montcalm County Jail, await-
ing arraignment. A 30-year-old Io-
nia woman riding in the cab was un-
injured.

That accident remains under in-
vestigation, and troopers were as-
sisted by the Crystal Township Fire
Department, Montcalm County

EMS, Aero Med and Montcalm
County Central Dispatch.

In the second accident, a Michi-
gan State Police trooper happened
upon the scene of an accident that
had recently taken place in Mont-
calm County’s Sidney Township.

A 23-year-old Sheridan woman
was killed in that accident while a
passenger in a minivan struck, first
from behind, and then after it was
pushed into oncoming traffic while
stopped to turn at approximately
12:06 p.m. Sunday on M-66 near
Ruby Road, according to a second
MSP news release. The minivan was
carrying seven people, including five
children.

The 2003 Pontiac minivan she
was in was traveling northbound
on M-66 when the driver, a 23-year-
old Sheridan man, stopped to make
a left turn. The vehicle was struck
in the back by a northbound 2009
Chevy Impala, driven by a 20-year-
old Perrinton woman.

The collision pushed it into the
southbound lane and into the way of
a 2011 Chevy Silverado pickup truck,
driven by a 38-year-old Stanton man,
which hit the van.

The trooper rendered medical aid
to the people in the minivan. The
Sheridan woman succumbed to her
injuries, and all five children were
taken by Aero Med and ambulance
to the Helen DeVos Children’s Hospi-
tal in Grand Rapids. The driver was
treated for minor injuries on the
scene and released.

The Stanton man driving the
Silverado, and his passengers —
a 37-year-old Stanton man and a
9-year-old Stanton boy — were also
treated for their injuries at the scene.
The Perrinton woman driving the
Impala was uninjured.

The accident remains under investi-
gation, and troopers were aided at the
scene by Sheridan Community Fire
Department, Montcalm County EMS,
Aero Med, Bookwalter’s Towing and
Recovery, MSP aviation unit, Mont-
calm County Victim’s Services and
Montcalm County Central Dispatch.

MONTCALM COUNTY

Two people killed in separate
weekend vehicle accidents

A 23-year-old
Sheridan woman
was killed while
a passenger in a
minivan struck, first
from behind, and then
after it was pushed
into oncoming traffic
while stopped to turn
at approximately
12:06 p.m. Sunday on
M-66 near Ruby Road,
according to a news
release. The minivan
was carrying seven
people, including five
children.

| OBITUARIES | MORNING SUN TUESDAY, JULY 28, 20202 A



 

Daily News 
Thursday, July 30, 2020 

 

 



Morning Sun - 07/30/2020 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2020 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 07/30/2020
July 30, 2020 11:47 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page

Share your opinions on topics in
the news and join in

conversation with other Morning
Sun readers. Your comments

could be featured in print.
FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN

Like us on
FACEBOOK

Lottery ............A3 Opinion ............A4 Stocks .............A5 Sports.............. B1 Comics ............B4 Puzzle..............B4 Classifieds ......B5 Index ............... ##INDEX

NATION

4 Big Tech CEOs
tell Congress
they don’t stifle
competition
News » A6

FOOTBALL

Lions’ GM Bob
Quinn discusses
new safety
protocols
Sports » B1

Today’s web bonus » Latest news and updates at » themorningsun.com

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A 29-year-old woman who was
believed to have beaten another
woman with an empty liquor bot-
tle in March was arrested Tuesday
and is now in the Isabella County
Jail.

A man, also 29, implicated in
the incident was arrested shortly
after it happened and is still
lodged in the Isabella County Jail
awaiting trial.

At approximately 2:20 p.m.
on March 2, a person involved
in the incident but who was nei-
ther one of the suspects nor a vic-
tim of violence, was asleep in her
apartment with another person
when she was awakened by two

ISABELLA COUNTY

Woman
arrested in
connection to
March liquor
bottle assault

Morning Sun staff

A 30-year-old Big Rapids man
is jailed after troopers from the
Mt. Pleasant State Police Post in-
vestigated a report last week of
a woman being kidnapped and
raped.

Investigators first heard of the
incident - which happened in Me-
costa County’s Austin Township -
last Thursday.

“On July 23 troopers started
an investigation into the report
of an adult female being sexually
assaulted by an adult male sub-
ject,” police said. “Troopers deter-
mined sexual assaults on the fe-
male had taken place at two dif-
ferent residences over a two-day
period.”

They said the victim was alleg-
edly held against her will, threat-
ened with a weapon, and sexually
assaulted.

After further investigation into
the reported crimes, the Mecosta
County Prosecutor’s Office issued
a three-count felony warrant for
the suspect which included kid-
napping, first degree criminal
sexual conduct and third degree
criminal sexual conduct.

The suspect is in the Mecosta
County Jail and is awaiting ar-
raignment.

MID-MICHIGAN

Suspect
arrested
in kidnap,
rape report

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

An Isabella County resident
was one of 42 people who tested
positive for COVID-19 after be-
ing exposed to a Gladwin County
summer camp. More than 230

people could have been exposed
to the disease.

Meanwhile, more people have
been hospitalized for COVID-19 in
Isabella and Clare counties.

The Springs Ministries, 1950 N.
M-30, announced that one of its
campers tested positive after re-
turning home from the July 12-17

session, according to a post on the
camp’s Facebook page.

Camp staff were notified on
July 22, and subsequently a num-
ber of camp staff have tested pos-
itive, the post said.

The Central Michigan District
Health Department sent out an
email to more than 230 people on
Monday connected to the July 12-
17 and July 19-23 sessions advis-
ing them to get tested, said Steve
Hall, CMDHD health officer. The
number in the email as having

tested positive was 28.
As of Wednesday morning, 42

people associated with the camp
tested positive for the disease,
Hall said. One of those people
lives in Isabella County.

Isabella County’s cases in-
creased by two on Wednesday,
bringing its cumulative total to
174. Eight people have died of CO-
VID-19 in the county. Another Is-
abella County person was hospi-
talized with COVID-19 some time
during the last week, bringing

that total to 16, according to the
CMDHD dashboard.

Another 10 cases from The
Spirits camp outbreak live in the
six member counties of CMDHD,
which includes Gladwin County.
Gladwin County saw a spike of its
cases Tuesday, increasing from
36 Monday to 43. Gladwin Coun-
ty’s cases remained unchanged
on Wednesday. Two people have
died there.

None of the positive cases were

CORONAVIRUS

Isabella camper caught COVID

By Susan Field
For the Morning Sun

Mt. Pleasant police officers
had been following many of
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s re-
form recommendations before
she made them.

City commissioners on Mon-
day reviewed a memorandum
from Public Safety Director
Paul Lauria outlining what of-
ficers have done and will do to
follow Whitmer’s June recom-
mendations, made after highly-
publicized brutality cases in
other states.

In the memo, Lauria told
commissioners some of the rec-
ommendations are already be-
ing practiced and that he and
his administrative team have
been “conducting a complete
overhaul of all Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice Department policies and
procedures.”

“This is a slow and meticu-
lous process that involves care-
ful analysis of appropriate po-
lice practices, applicable laws,
safety, community expecta-
tions, implementation, train-
ing and accountability,” Lauria
wrote in the memo. “However,
a critical and sensitive balance
of cultural awareness, compas-
sion, and empathy has to be a
part of everything we do.”

One of Whitmer’s recom-
mendations to police agencies
in Michigan was to ban choke-
holds and blockages of wind-
pipes — which caused the death
of George Floyd Jr. in Minne-
apolis in May and sparked an
international cry for police re-
form and the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement.

That tactic is strictly prohib-
ited in the department’s use of
force policy, Lauria said.

The only exception is when
deadly use of force is justified,
he said.

That change in department
policy was made in 2017, but
prior to the change, the only offi-
cers trained to use the technique
were use of force instructors for
the department, Lauria said.

“After careful evaluation, the
instructors recommended that
no officers be trained to use this
method as a means to control a
person,” Lauria said.

Another recommendation
Whitmer made was to further
limit the no-knock warrant,
which was used by police in
Louisville, Kentucky. and killed
paramedic Breonna Taylor.

“This recommendation has
been in place for many years in
Mt. Pleasant,” Lauria said. “Any
‘no-knock’ search warrant has

to be justified and approved by
the Isabella County Prosecutor’s
Office.

“Once approved by the pros-
ecutor, search warrants are au-
thorized by a magistrate or
judge.”

Duty to intervene policies,
which were among Whitmer’s
recommendations, was always
an expectation of officers in Mt.
Pleasant but was formally incor-
porated into the department’s
use of force policy in 2019, ac-
cording to Lauria.

One of the recommendations,
to classify false, racially-moti-
vated 911 calls as hate crimes
needs more clarification and
guidelines from the state, Lau-
ria said in the memo.

Another, the requirement
of in-service training for all li-
censed officers to keep their li-
censure, also required more in-

formation and the identification
of specific training, Lauria said.

Mt. Pleasant officers are
trained in use of force, includ-
ing de-escalation, implicit bias,
firearms, mental illness, ethics,
fair and impartial policing, and
cultural awareness/diversity.

“The city of Mt. Pleasant has
always supported, valued and
encouraged officers to partic-
ipate in additional education
and training in order to bet-
ter serve the community,” Lau-
ria said. “This commitment has
been unwavering.”

Lauria said the department
has always and will continue to
adhere to mandates required by
the Michigan Commission on
Law Enforcement Standards,
which was another of Whitmer’s
recommendations.

Other recommendations and
Lauria’s responses include:

• Directing the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human
Services Mental Health Diver-
sion Council to make recom-
mendations on best practices
and training for police when
they respond to situations in-
volving people with mental ill-
ness; Lauria said the depart-
ment has a positive relationship
with Community Mental Health
and that it has for years trained
officers in identifying, interact-
ing with and caring for people
with mental illness.

In partnership with CMH,
the department has partici-
pated in the Community Care
Plan, which pertains to those
identified as having mental ill-
ness, Lauria said.

• Provide incentive programs
for departments to hire/retrain
officers who live where they

MT. PLEASANT

POLICE FOLLOWING
REFORM METHODS

Individual was among 42 who tested
virus-positive in summer camp outbreak

ERIC BAERREN — THE MORNING SUN

Mt. Pleasant Director of Public Safety Paul Lauria talks to a protestor during the march from downtown
Mt. Pleasant to Red Lobster, in Union Township. Unlike some high-profile protests that ended in
violence, Sunday’s protest was marked by cordialness between protesters and police officers.
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Mt. Pleasant – Amy
Sue Cantrell, 56, of
Mt. Pleasant, formerly
of Mecosta, passed
away Saturday, July
25, 2020 at home, with
her partner Brenden
McConkey at her side.
She was born Septem-
ber 21, 1963 in Grand
/@"=@* ,2 :;@ .><: $;93"
of Rodney and Sally
(Hayes) Culy. Amy grad-
uated from Grand Ledge
High School. She was a
remarkable swimmer
setting records that re-

main unbeaten to this day. Amy worked on and off
in childcare throughout her life and participated
in various organizations for troubled or disadvan-
taged youth. She was an artist and interior deco-
rator. She was also actively involved with her son’s
education and school activities, being recognized
on more than one occasion by Southwood Elemen-
tary School in Wabash, IN. She was deeply pas-
sionate about interior and exterior decorating; she
saw one’s yard or room as a canvas and created
masterpieces of each. It was common for friends
and family to request events or cookouts be held at
her home to enjoy the unique environment only she
$#83" $>@1:@) 4@> 0#&< <:933 !>#8"3& >@+@$: #% 310#>-
ing on the many projects with their mother. Amy
always had an eye for potential in the most un-
likely of objects and would create unexpected and
delightful marvels of each and every one of them.
She also had a love for and special connection to
">1=#%+9@<* <#'@:;9%= <;@ #?:@% >@+@$:@" 9% ;@>
projects and her art. Amy was a special soul that
was unquestionably and unapologetically original.
She loved art, music, and good company and found
it wherever she went. A stranger to no one and a
friend to everyone. She had a free spirit that never
knew limits and an inner light that could not be
"9''@" @6@% 9% ;@> .%13 "1&<) -'& <1( :;@ (#>3"
and made her own way in it traveling to Australia,
New Zealand, Fiji, as well as all over North Amer-
ica. She was loved so dearly by so many and will be
missed by people from all places in all walks of life
just as she impacted them. Amy is survived by her
partner Brenden McConkey of Mt. Pleasant; her
sons, Matthew Cantrell of Stanwood, Tyler Cantrell
of Salem, IL, and Jesse (Hailey) Cantrell of Salem,
IL; step children, Nick, Christopher, Nathan, and
Anna McConkey; grandchildren, Logan, Preston,
Callan, Mattilynn, Canden, Kyris, Romi, Atlas,
Kruzick, Sean, Miley, and Phoenix. As well as her
nephews whom she always regarded as sons; Jus-
tin (Annie) Kobus, Corey, Casey, and Nick Culy. She
was preceded in death by her parents Rodney and
Sally Culy and her younger brother Blaine Culy.
A modest celebration of life service will be held for
family on August 9, 2020 at Brenden and Amy’s
home in Mt. Pleasant, MI. Amy’s son Jesse Cant-
rell can be contacted for details. Memorial contri-
butions in Amy’s name may be made to Hospice of
Michigan. Care and arrangements are entrusted to
the Mohnke Funeral Home in Big Rapids. Share a
memory or express condolences at
mohnkefuneralhome.com.

CANTRELL, AMY SUE

age 92, of Mt. Pleasant
passed away peace-
fully Wednesday, July
29, 2020, at home sur-
rounded by her family
and under the care of
Heartland Hospice. A
Funeral Mass for Mary
will be held at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church
on Friday, July 31, at
11 a.m. with Fr. Don
4@%5@< #?.$91:9%=) 79:@
of Committal will follow
in Calvary Cemetery.
The family will receive
friends at Clark Fam-

ily Funeral Chapel on Thursday, July 30, from 6
until 8 p.m. Visitation will continue the day of the
service at Sacred Heart from 10 a.m. until the time
#? ,1<<) 2% 39@8 #? +#(@><* '@'#>913 $#%:>908:9#%<
may be made to Heartland Hospice or an organiza-
tion of your choosing. Envelopes will be available at
the funeral chapel and church. Mary was born on
October 9, 1927, in Detroit, the daughter of George
and Helen (Veres) Todink. Mary was a graduate of
Shepherd High School and worked for Ferro Man-
ufacturing for over 30 years. She was a parishio-
ner of Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Mary enjoyed
farming, gardening, traveling, spending time with
family and friends, and especially feeding her birds
and animals. Mary is survived by many nieces and
nephews. Mary was preceded in death by her par-
ents; sisters, Julia Milligan, Viola Mester, and Flo-
rence Pohl; and brothers, Michael Todink, George
Todink, Jr., and John Todink. You may view Mary’s
obituary online and send a condolence to the fam-
ily at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com.

TODINK, MARY

work; Lauria responded that the
department is where many officers
spend their careers and that there
is very little turnover.

The city also requires that of-
ficers live within 30 miles of Mt.
Pleasant.

• Require the retention of disci-
plinary records that are a result of
violation of law or improper use of
force; those are independently in-
vestigated by state police or the FBI,
and findings are submitted to the
local prosecutor’s office, the state at-
torney general and/or the U.S. At-
torney’s office for review and charg-
ing decisions, Lauria said.

Disciplinary action and retention
processes are in labor agreements
between the police unions and the
city, he said.

Reprimands entered into the of-
ficer’s employment record are kept
active for at least two years, accord-
ing to Lauria.

• Invest in programming in com-
munities that connect local po;lice
and community leaders to build re-
lationships; Lauria said he meets
regularly with the Isabella County
Human Rights Committee and the
Mt. Pleasant Area Diversity Group.

The department also meets with

the city/Central Michigan Univer-
sity Student Liaison Committee.

Other community policing pro-
gramming in Mt. Pleasant include
the citizen’s academy, and Lauria
said building positive and trusting
relationships in the community is
one of the department’s most im-
portant aspects of law enforcement.

• Invest in expanding existing
community relationship programs
to break down barriers between po-
lice and communities; Lauria said
the practice has already been im-
plemented in Mt. Pleasant through
hosting a “Fair and Impartial Po-
lice Training for Community Mem-
bers,” the first of its kind in the
state, which attracted roughly 30
residents.

• Require independent investi-
gations of all shootings and uses
of force that result in death of un-
armed civilians at the hands of po-
lice; any use of force that results in
death continues to prompt an inde-

pendent investigation by state po-
lice, Lauria said.

De-escalation before use of force;
Mt. Pleasant Police policy is to pur-
sue all de-escalation techniques and
possible tactics before using force,
Lauria said.

That has always been the depart-
ment’s required procedure when
training officers on use of force, ac-
cording to Lauria.

In September, two Mt. Pleasant
use of force instructors will attend
de-escalation training.

Lauria said the items in the
memo are not exhaustive.

“I am proud of the work and
progress that we have made, but
recognize the work that still needs
to be done,” Lauria said. “Just like
my actions have shown in the past,
I’ll embrace future discussions in
how to make us better together as
one team, as a community who is
served and protected by its police
department.”

Police
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including the woman arrested
Tuesday — who were destroying
her property.

The two suspects started to
scream at this person, and threat-
ening to kill her, according to a
police report about the incident.
The two suspects had loaned
drugs to an unidentified party val-
ued at $800, and that with inter-
est the loan was now for $1,600.

They continued to demand
money and make death threats if
the person in the apartment didn’t
take them to a different apart-
ment. They grabbed the person’s
shirt and all of them went to a
different apartment on South Is-
abella Road.

At the apartment, the two
forced their way in and com-
menced to destroying property.

The woman yelled, “Where’s my
money, get me my money, I will

kill everybody you know b--ch.”
The two started to drink from

a bottle of Remy Martin.
The 65-year-old woman they

are accused of assaulting was sit-
ting in a chair while the two yelled
at her.

Police arrived at the scene due
to a noise complaint. The two sus-
pects hid from officers, who left
after advising the people in the
apartment to quiet down.

Once the officer left, the fe-
male suspect started to yell at the
65-year-old again while the male
subject left with someone else
to collect money. He returned a
short time later, according to the
report.

The woman they are accused
of assaulting complained of chest
pain and was given medication.
One of the witnesses told police
that when she said they told the
two suspects that she was having
a heart attack, the male subject
said, “Let her die.”

The woman fell out of her chair,
which is when the female suspect

began to kick her in the back,
chest and sides, the witness told
people. She also used the empty
Remy Martin bottle to knock her
unconscious, the witness told po-
lice.

After the beating, the wit-
ness managed to escape but was
chased by the female suspect.
They were interrupted by the
building manager, who came out
to tell the witness that her resi-
dence was on fire.

The building manager left and
the female suspect forced the
witness back to the apartment,
which they found empty. While
the two were gone, the male sus-
pect had left to find them, and
the elderly woman they are ac-
cused of assaulting made it to
the neighbor’s apartment to ask
for help.

All three of them went back to
the original apartment and made
arrangements for someone else to
bring money.

The male suspect was arrested
March 4.

Assault
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were in Clare County, another
CMDHD county, where cases
have risen dramatically over the
last week. One additional case
was announced in Clare County
on Wednesday, bringing its to-
tal to 51, with three deaths. The
number of people who’ve been
hospitalized with COVID-19 in
Clare County increased from
five last week to six this, accord-
ing to the CMDHD dashboard.

Osceola, Roscommon and Ar-
enac are the other three coun-
ties in CMDHD.

An additional five are in the
three member counties of the
Mid-Michigan District Health
Department, said MMDHD
spokeswoman Leslie Kinnee,
but she said she couldn’t get a
breakdown on which counties
they were in. Gratiot, Montcalm
and Clinton counties comprise

MMDHD’s geographic bound-
aries.

Both Gratiot and Montcalm
added single cases on Wednes-
day, bringing Gratiot’s cases to
120 and Montcalm’s to 120. Fif-
teen people have died of the dis-
ease in Gratiot County, and one
in Montcalm.

Another nine cases were
added in Midland County,
bringing its cumulative total
to 220, with nine deaths. One
more case was announced in
Mecosta County, for a cumula-
tive total of 47 cases and two
deaths.

Statewide, another 996 cases
were announced, for a cumula-
tive total of 80,172. Due to test-
ing backlog at a commercial lab,
300 of those were old results.
Another two deaths were an-
nounced for a total of 6,172.

The death rate — more tech-
nically known as the case fatal-
ity rate — has fallen to 7.7 per-
cent. It was at 10 percent for
most of April, May and June.

COVID
FROM PAGE 1

By Anna Liz Nichols
Associated Press/Report for America

LANSING » A sharp increase in the
number of people voting by mail
due to the coronavirus pandemic
could slow the counting of ballots
in Michigan’s August primary and
the November general election, Sec-
retary of State Jocelyn Benson said
during a media conference Wednes-
day. Benson also defended the ac-
tion her office took to send all reg-
istered voters in Michigan absen-
tee ballot applications, a costly
endeavor that Republican legisla-
tors say could lead to voter fraud.

Nearly 2 million registered vot-
ers have requested to vote by mail
for the Aug. 4 primary. Just over a
million people cast ballots by mail
in the 2016 general election. This is
after Benson’s office spent $4.5 mil-
lion of federal funds to mail absen-
tee ballot applications to all 7.7 mil-
lion registered voters.

Former Secretary of State Sen.
Ruth Johnson, along with other
Republicans on the state Senate
Elections Committee voiced their
concerns over Benson’s actions on
Wednesday during a meeting Ben-
son gave testimony.

A number of non-voting individ-
uals, whether it be because they
are deceased, moved out of state or
some other reason, received absen-
tee ballot applications from Ben-
son’s office.

“To get an absentee ballot ap-
plication saying the state thinks
you’re a qualified voter to people
that don’t live here and haven’t
lived here for decades, to people
that are dead, to people that have
moved, to non citizens, I don’t think
that that is the best way if you re-
ally want secure and fair elections,”
Johnson said.

Benson testified that not only did
the applications inform and equip
voters to vote safely, people inform-
ing her office of applications that
shouldn’t be sent helped to update
the qualified voter registry.

“I believe it’s my responsibility
and really it’s all of our responsibil-
ity in this time of great uncertainty
to give voters the certainty and the
clarity that they need on how to ex-
ercise their right to vote this year,”
Benson said. “In the midst of this

pandemic we still have to run elec-
tions, we can’t cancel them, we have
to move forward.”

Committee members asserted
that there were no instructions
on the applications to inform res-
idents to send the invalid applica-
tions back and a public service an-
nouncement about how to vote ab-
sentee would have sufficed.

The pandemic and a series of vot-
ing rules passed in 2018 aimed at
making voting easier have election
clerks asking for more time to pro-
cess what they expect will be a large
influx of absentee ballots, Benson
said earlier in the day at a media
conference.

Under election rules, the count-
ing of absentee ballots can’t begin
until 7 a.m. on Election Day. Leg-
islation that would allow clerks to
start processing ballots the day be-
fore the election is stalled in the
Michigan Legislature.

If a package of bills to ease re-
straints on clerks doesn’t pass by
the August primary, results could
come two days after Election Day
and may take even longer in No-
vember.

“This will create undue pres-
sure and stress for our elected of-
ficials that is unnecessary, and our
officials will have to work through

the night, increasing the potential
for human error,” Benson said dur-
ing the media conference. “It also,
importantly, creates a lag between
when the polls close on election
night and when the results are an-
nounced that will create a space to
enable bad actors to falsely raise
questions about the sanctity and
security of our elections.”

Eighteen states allow absentee
ballots to be counted before Elec-
tion Day, including Florida where
clerks can start 22 days before an
election, she said.

The state is providing local elec-
tion clerks with high-speed ballot
tabulators. About 5,000 Election
Day workers have been recruited
to bolster staff at polls.

“I think we all want to prioritize
accuracy over speed,” Benson said.
“We’re doing everything we can to
get more machines, more people to
increase capacity, but we also need
to just manage expectations.”

Anna Liz Nichols is a corps
member for the Associated Press/
Report for America Statehouse
News Initiative. Report for
America is a nonprofit national
service program that places
journalists in local newsrooms to
report on undercovered issues.

STATE

Large numbers of mail-in
ballots could slow vote counting

DAVID EGGERT — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, FILE

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson said Wednesday that a sharp
increase in the number of people voting by mail because of the pandemic
could slow vote counting in the August primary and November general
election.

“Just like my actions have
shown in the past, I’ll embrace
future discussions in how to
make us better together as one
team, as a community who is
served and protected by its
police department.”
— Mt. Pleasant Director of Public Safety Paul Lauria
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Fewer Michigan children got vacci-
nations while the state was in throes of
coronavirus-related shutdowns, leaving
health officials worried about the spread
of preventable diseases like measles,
whooping cough and influenza.

Vaccinations have increased since
they took a precipitous drop this spring,
but numbers are still down significantly
compared to 2018 and 2019, according to
the state health department. 

In June 2020, dosages of vaccines
administered through federal or state
funding dropped 10% compared to an
average combining June 2018 and June
2019, according to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 

That’s an improvement over May’s
44% decrease and April’s 64% decrease
compared to the prior two years.

As of June, 53% of Michigan toddlers
between 19 months and three-years-old
were considered up to date on vaccina-
tions for a host of diseases including
chickenpox, polio, measles and hepati-
tis A. In June of last year, it was roughly
58%.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer or-
dered a suspension of “non-essential”
medical procedures in mid-March with
the intention of slowing the spread of
COVID-19, a contagious respiratory dis-
ease.

Pediatricians: Time
to come back for vaccines

Whitmer lifted that restriction in
May, but it appears many parents are
still avoiding check-ups because of
fears of COVID-19 infection. And other
parents could be facing a wait list as pe-
diatricians work through a backlog after
cancelling appointments earlier this
year, said Dr. Jonathan Gold, a pediatri-
cian and an associate professor at Mich-
igan State University’s College of Hu-
man Medicine.

Plus, guardians may have lost health
insurance along with their jobs during a
virus-related recession, causing them to

put off health care visits, said Dr. Sharon
Swindell, president of the Michigan
Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics. Families may not be aware of
a federal program called Vaccines for
Children that covers immunization for
uninsured and under-insured children,
she noted.

There is no vaccine to prevent CO-
VID-19 infection — yet — but pediatri-
cians and state health officials say it is
time for children to go back to their
health care providers for other routine
vaccinations. 

Bob Swanson, director of MDHHS’
immunization division, called Michi-
gan’s drop in vaccinations this spring
“very concerning.” Doctors can use an
altered dosage schedule to catch up
children who are behind on vaccines
and the state health department plans
to use social media and other resources
to remind people to get vaccinated dur-
ing the pandemic. 

CDC has guidelines on
vaccinating during pandemic 

Guidelines from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention urge
health care providers to give vaccina-
tions during the COVID-19 outbreak
while taking certain precautions. That
includes requiring face masks for peo-
ple over two years old and having pa-
tients wait in their cars instead of a
crowded lobby.

Scientific evidence overwhelmingly
points to the efficacy of vaccines, and
groups including American Medical As-
sociation and the World Health Organi-

zation have affirmed their importance.
A small minority of people have med-

ical conditions that prevent them from
getting certain vaccines, but, if enough
people are vaccinated, herd immunity
should protect even vulnerable, unvac-
cinated people from disease. 

Close to 95% of the population needs
to be vaccinated to create herd immuni-
ty against measles, which is highly con-
tagious. For a less contagious disease,
such as polio, herd immunity is between
80% and 85%. 

Immunization rates in Ingham,
Clinton, Eaton counties

In Clinton County, 53% of toddlers in
late July were up to date with a list of
vaccines including hepatitis A, a de-
crease of 3% since a year ago, according
to the Mid-Michigan District Health De-
partment.

The Mid-Michigan District Health
Department had closed its vaccination
clinics in March because of Whitmer’s
order, but reopened them in June, mak-
ing it a “top priority to get infants
through adolescents caught up on any
vaccinations they may have missed,”
spokeswoman Leslie Kinnee said. 

In Eaton County, 53% children be-
tween 19 and 35 months were fully up to
date with their vaccines including hepa-
titis A compared to 47% in Ingham
County, according to the most-recent
numbers provided by local health de-
partments. 

MDHHS plans vaccine push 

“If we let the vaccine rates fall, we are
opening up the situation for a vaccine-
preventable disease outbreak,” Swin-

dell warned. “We don’t want a measles
epidemic adding to the COVID epidem-
ic. We don’t want a whooping cough to
start circulating on top of everything
else.”

The approach of flu season is a major
concern and the state health depart-
ment is planning a campaign this fall to
encourage influenza vaccinations. An
onslaught of flu cases could overwhelm
hospitals, making it difficult for the
health care system to devote resources
to the novel coronavirus. Some flu
symptoms, such as fatigue, fever and
coughing, overlap with COVID-19 symp-
toms, which can complicate diagnosis,
Gold said. 

It’s not clear how many Michigan
schools will be holding classes in person
this fall, but, even if kids are not gather-
ing in classrooms, they could easily
transmit vaccine-preventable diseases
to each other in settings such as day
cares and play dates, Gold said. 

Children enrolling in Michigan
schools and child care centers need to
either get vaccinated or obtain a waiver
citing their medical, philosophical or re-
ligious reasons for not doing so.

Parents still need waiver to opt out of
vaccines

Because of a 2015 policy, Michigan-
ders seeking non-medical waivers must
first attend a consultation with their
county health department about the im-
portance of vaccines. The policy, which
made it more difficult to opt out of vac-
cines, led to an increase in Michigan’s
immunization rates.

The Department of Health and Hu-
man Services has not suspended its
waiver requirement during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, but a vaccine consul-
tation would not necessarily need to
happen in person, Swanson said. The
Ingham County Health Department, for
instance, offers telehealth appoint-
ments.

Swindell, who has practiced pediat-
rics for nearly 30 years, urges parents to
reconsider opting out. 

“I would often say to my patients, ‘If
there’s one thing I could do it would be
vaccinate your child,’” Swindell said.
“Vaccines have been so effective at pro-
tecting children from a number of infec-
tious diseases that used to kill them or
cause significant illness.”

Child vaccinations down across Michigan
Departments prioritize
immunizations for kids

Sarah Lehr Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Vaccination numbers are down, health
officials say. GETTY IMAGES

“If we let the vaccine rates

fall, we are opening up the

situation for a

vaccine-preventable disease

outbreak.”
Dr. Sharon Swindell
President of the Michigan Chapter of the American
Academy of Pediatrics
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By Alma College PR

THE VILLAGES, FLA. » Wil-
liam G. “Bill” Klenk, an Alma
College student who went on
to become a teacher, athletic
director and coach before
being inducted to the Alma
College Hall of Fame twice,
died Aug. 1, 2020.

Klenk, the namesake
of the Scots’ baseball field
Klenk Park, is remembered
as a teacher and mentor for
hundreds of students over
the course of his 30-plus-
year career at Alma, as well
as a dedicated alumnus who
remained involved in college
activities well past his retire-
ment.

“Bill Klenk was Alma
College’s biggest supporter

throughout his life and a
great guide and friend to
me personally,” Alma Col-
lege President Jeff Aberna-
thy said. “We will remember
and revere him for his com-
mitment to seeing Alma Col-
lege grow, assisting in any
way possible and whenever
called upon to serve.”

Klenk, who graduated
from Alma College with the
class of 1959, was a member
of Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE)
was well as the Scots foot-
ball, baseball and basketball
teams. While at Alma, he
earned a total of seven var-
sity letters in baseball, bas-
ketball, and football. He was
also named All-MIAA, All-
NAIA, Honorable Mention

ALMA

Alma College remembers William
Klenk as coach, teacher, mentor

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bill Klenk is pictured with his wife, Ginny Poe, during
the 2018Alma College homecoming parade, during
which Klenk served as grand marshal.

PHOTOS BY SARAH WRIGHT — THE MORNING SUN

Mt. Pleasant Public Information Officer, Autume Balcom talking to students on Main Street about city laws and
expectations for the upcoming school year.

Mt. Pleasant law enforcement, city officials, and CMU
representatives getting ready to go out and talk to
students about city and campus laws and expectations.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.
com

Central Michigan Uni-
versity students living be-
tween Bellows and High
streets were surprised
Wednesday with visits
from local law enforce-
ment as a part of the an-
nual Knock and Talk event.

The event is an oppor-
tunity for local law en-
forcement (city and cam-
pus officers), Mt. Pleasant
representatives, and CMU
representatives to meet
those living near the cam-
pus and discuss laws and
conduct expectations with
them.

This year four teams
with someone from law
enforcement, the city, and
CMU walked door to door
to talk to students and give
them information on laws
and conduct expectations.

“This is an important
tool to starting the year off
to a positive start,” Mount

Pleasant City Manager
Nancy Ridley said.

This year the groups fo-
cused their discussions on
COVID-19 related issues
that could affect the cam-
pus. Because CMU is one
of the first institutions in
Michigan to have students
come back, it is expected
that based on how this
move-in week goes that a
shut down could be re-im-
plemented by the governor.

With that in mind, if
any parties or gatherings
get called in there is a no
tolerance policy which
means people will be tick-
eted or arrested depending
on the situation. Also, one
of the policies indicate that
ten people or less may be
in the home and less than
100 may be outside.

Public Information Of-
ficer Autume Balcom’s
group covered Main Street
between Bellow Street and
a few houses past High
Street.

MT. PLEASANT

‘KNOCK AND TALK’

Law enforcement officials hold door-to-door discussions with CMU students

"This is an important tool to
starting the year off to a positive
start."
— Nancy Ridley, Mount Pleasant city manager

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

The multi-year remediation of the former Vel-
sicol Chemical Co. plant site in St. Louis has con-
tinued throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

In it’s Summer 2020 Pine River Progress news-
letter, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
stated that its “taking the necessary steps to en-
sure that decisions about ongoing cleanup activ-
ities at Superfund sites are made with the health
and safety of communities, EPA staff and contrac-
tors as a priority,”

Agency officials added that it’s anticipated
work on the 52-acre Velsicol parcel “will continue
through the COVID-19 response with proper
(safety) protocols being followed.”

EPA contractors Jacobs Engineering and Cas-
cade Environmental are providing remediation
services at the site.

Work is now taking place on a three-acre par-
cel called Area 2, where cleanup, using an in-
place thermal treatment system, is being done
in two phases.

This section of the plant site is where chem-
icals such as DDT and brominated compounds
were produced.

The EPA has already recovered more that
115,000 pounds of contaminants compared to
56,000 pounds that was removed from Area 1,
which was used as a dump site where chemicals
were deposited directly into the ground.

ST. LOUIS

Cleanup of former
Velsicol site ongoing

Morning Sun staff reports

A longtime Mt. Pleasant city employee who has
been city clerk for the past 12 years will be the new
city manager in Clare.

Jeremy Howard, a native of Shepherd, was se-
lected from a field of 22 applicants
and a pool of two finalists who
were interviewed last week.

Howard begins his duties in
Clare on Sept. 1.

Howard has worked for the city
of Mt. Pleasant for 20 years, start-
ing as a seasonal construction in-
spector in the engineering de-
partment while attending Central
Michigan University.

“During his tenure at the city of
Mt. Pleasant Jeremy notably expanded his knowl-
edge and leadership by taking on more responsi-
bilities, challenges, projects, and the supervision
of various departments,” Clare city commission-
ers said in a press release announcing the appoint-
ment.

“Over the course of his time at the city, Jeremy
managed the Information Technology Department
as its director, became the city clerk in 2008 and
oversaw the communications department for a
number of years.”

Currently the city’s clerk and risk manager, How-
ard has led and participated in teams on special
projects including the restoration of the Borden
Building, medical and recreational marijuana,
2020 census, and city wide phone and network
conversions.

He is a graduate of Central Michigan Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration and management information systems.

“Jeremy believes in being an active member of
professional organizations and currently sits on
several boards and committees including the state-
wide Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks
(MAMC) Board of Directors which he served as
President of for 2019/20, Mid-Michigan Area Ca-
ble Consortium, MAMC Legislative Committee and
Council of Election Officials,” officials said.

MID-MICHIGAN

Clare city
manager
selected
Longtime Mt. Pleasant city
clerk starts new job Sept. 1

Jeremy
Howard
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Jacklyn Mae (Shoe)
Coin, age 80, of Alma
passed away Wednes-
day, August 5, 2020,
at Woodland Hospice in
Mt. Pleasant. She was
born August 4, 1940 in
Shepard Michigan, the
fourth of 6 daughters
of Reginald and Mil-
dred (Puskavich) Shoe.
Jackie was a nurse at
Gratiot Community
Hospital for 37 years
where she worked as
/ ,##; %4;9=+ 67=% -%-
ishing her career in

the Hemodialysis Unit, from which she retired.
She loved spending time with her grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and sisters. Jackie also loved
$/'!5%: /%" -975%: 5% 67= 0!!=; 8=%%5942/ )567
her husband and numerous other family members,
but her greatest passion, was reading romance
novels. She is survived by her daughters Jeannette
(Coin) Browne and her husband Michael Browne of
Alma and Kelly Coin of Alma; a son, Richard Coin
Jr.; 7 grandchildren; 2 great grandchildren; her
sisters, Marilyn (Shoe) Palmer and Bonnie (Shoe)
Davis and her husband Bob Davis. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband of over 50 years,
Richard (Dick) Coin; a daughter, Jennifer Lynn
Coin; her parents, Mildred and Reginald Shoe; and
3 sisters, Norma (Shoe) Voison, Patty (Shoe) Tam-
burino and Kay (Shoe) Dandaneau. A small private
family graveside service will be held in Alma. A
Celebration of Life Memorial Lunch for all those
wishing to attend will be held at the family home
9#'=65'= %=(6 94''=;* 1% 25=4 #< ,#)=;9+ 67#9=
planning an expression of sympathy are asked to
consider a memorial contribution to, or volunteer-
ing at, a Hospice near you.
.1 7/3= <#4:76 / :##" -:76+ 1 7/3= -%597=" '&
course, I have kept the faith:”
2 Timothy 4:7

COIN, JACKLYN MAE

Howard was born and
raised in Shepherd and is
a former member of the
Shepherd School Board,
president of the Shepherd
Middle School PTO, and
an elder for First Church of
Christ.

Currently, he is the pres-
ident-elect of the Isabella
County Restoration House
(rotating homeless shel-
ter and day shelter) and a
member of the Mt. Pleasant
Community Church Board

of Elders.
Jeremy has been married

to his wife, Nichole, for 25
years.

Nichole is a teacher for
Gratiot Isabella Regional
Educational School District.

Jeremy and Nichole
have three boys. Their old-
est, Owen, attends Central
Michigan University, their
middle son, Gideon, will be
a freshman at Spring Ar-
bor University in the fall,
and their youngest, Silas,
will be a senior at Shepherd
High School. Jeremy enjoys
movie marathons with his
family, as well as hunting
and adventures in nature.

Manager
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tion All-American, and Most Valu-
able Player for football.

On the baseball diamond, it was
said that opposing pitchers would
“walk Klenk to get to Northrup” —
referring to future Detroit Tigers
outfielder and fellow Alma player
Jim Northrup — a testament to
Klenk’s skills as a hitter.

In 1975, Klenk was named to the
Alma College Athletic Hall of Fame
for his achievements on the field of
play. In 2015, he was inducted to the
hall of fame as a coach. He is the only
person to hold both distinctions at
Alma College.

“He was a player’s coach, but he
was firm. The line he told me in
later years was, ‘Everyone needs a
pat on the back — some high and
some low,’” said Bruce Gerish ‘81, a
fellow hall of fame member. “He was
just a tremendous person. I think
that stood out more than his coach-
ing abilities. We all loved to play for
him, and I think that fact led to us
exceeding our talents and was a key
contribution to our success.”

Following his graduation from
Alma, Klenk obtained a master’s
degree from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity and taught at Haslett High
School. But he didn’t stay away from
Alma for long.

Klenk returned to his alma mater
and coached in various capacities for
32 years. During his tenure as head
of the baseball program, Klenk had
an overall record of 283-288-2 and
led the Scots to MIAA champion-
ships in 1973-74, 1978, 1980-81, 1983
and 1987.

Klenk also led the men’s and
women’s basketball programs. He
ran the men’s basketball program
from 1967-78, ending with a 122-94
overall record and an MIAA cham-
pionship in 1977 season. He led the
women’s basketball program from
1985-87, where he had a record of
44-8 and led the Scots to two MIAA
championships.

He also taught physical educa-
tion and served as athletic direc-
tor during his time at Alma.

“I have never met someone with
so much passion for Alma College,”
said Sarah Dehring, athletic direc-
tor. “I will never forget when I ar-
rived to campus in the summer of
2011, as the volleyball coach, I re-
ceived an email within my first few
weeks from a Bill Klenk, with a list
of potential recruits and all of their
accolades. Bill always wanted what
was best for Alma College and he
gave his life to the institution. I
cannot think of a truer Scot. He
will be missed dearly, but his leg-
acy will live on through all of the

individuals that he coached, men-
tored, and befriended.”

Klenk remained involved with
the college long after retirement.
He was a charter member of the
TKE Chapter Alumni Association
and was one of the three founders
of the Baseball Endowment Fund
program. He hosted the annual
Klenk Open golf outing and in 2017,
received the Campus Involvement
Ambassador of the Year Award for
his ongoing support for Alma Col-
lege athletics and student engage-
ment. In 2018, he was grand mar-
shal in the college’s homecoming
parade.

Greg Hatcher ‘83, who played
under Klenk on the Scots baseball
team and later worked alongside
him with the TKE group, remem-
bers his former coach for staying
involved in his life long after gradu-
ation. In recent years, Hatcher said,
the two would speak just about ev-
ery week. In one instance, Klenk
drove from his home in Florida to
Alabama to watch Hatcher’s son
play in a college football game.

“It might seem out of the ordi-
nary, but I know he did that for
a number of his former players,”
said Hatcher, currently a member
of the college board of trustees. “It
was like, once he came to Alma, he
never left. Almost until the day he

died, he was doing work on the part
of the college. He was a unique rep-
resentative of a special place.”

Jason Crain ‘95, who also played
under Klenk and currently serves
as the college’s head baseball
coach, recalls being recruited back
to Alma while coaching at Plym-
outh High School. Klenk, he said,
would regularly call him to talk —
not about baseball or the college,
rather, Crain’s family and how they
might adjust to moving to a new
house, so Crain could take the job.

“It was so much more than Alma
College,” Crain said, “he just cared
about me and my family — how we
would handle that transition. He re-
ally cared. Now that I look back on
it, I would say the biggest lesson
Coach gave to me was to guide your
players through their entire lives,
not just their playing careers. Their
lives will have a much greater im-
pact. If you look at the response
from people across Alma right now,
you can see that his certainly did.”

Klenk, who lived in The Villages,
Florida, at the time of his death,
was preceded in death by his wife,
Elaine, who died in 2012. He is sur-
vived by his three children, Kari
‘89, Steve ‘91 and Kristi, and cur-
rent wife Ginny Poe.

Klenk’s full obituary can be
viewed online at hiers-baxley.com.

Klenk
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Because many students had yet
to arrive, the group mostly left door
hanger signs before moving on to the
next building. However, there were
many students who were present at
their houses to receive the informa-
tion from Balcom and the Greek Life
assistant director, Molly Schuneman.
Balcome specifically made sure that
members of the Greek community
received the door hangers.

Balcom and her group was able
to speak to students, members of
the Greek Community and mem-
bers of the CMU baseball team
about conduct expectations. She
did have to reprimand students
who were hanging out on the roof
on Main Street, which is against
city codes.

Each of the students who lis-
tened to Balcom also received CMU
attachable phone card holders.

Most of the students listened to
Balcom and Schuneman, and asked
questions in order to clarify how
they can hold future gatherings.
Balcom answered their questions
and suggested they don’t draw at-
tention to themselves, especially
during the evening as generally
loud music and noises don’t bother
people during the day.

“We’ll only respond if it needs to
be stopped or someone calls it in,” Of-
ficer Balcom said. “We just ask that
they control their guests, take care
of trash in the yards, and keep peo-
ple from hanging out in the streets.”

Schuneman made sure each of the
students they talked to knew that

what happens off campus can affect
on campus.

“Those living off campus can be
held accountable for on campus,” Sc-
huneman said.

Sarah Wright is a multimedia
journalist at The Morning Sun.

Talk
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Initially, the agency ex-
pected the amount of con-
taminants recovered from
this portion of Area 2 would
fill four tanker trucks.

However, it has already
filled 12 tankers “with no
end in sight,” according to
EPA officials.

“This waste is a remnant
from a time where minimal
regulations allowed for lit-
tle management of spills
and leakage from manufac-
turing facilities,” the news-
letter stated. “But today,
after decades of these con-
taminants in the ground,
EPA is getting them out
through use of the same
thermal treatment tech-
nologies that successfully
removed contaminants in
Area 1.”

Heating of the contam-
inated soil in Area 2 be-
gan in October. It reached
the desired temperature of
212 degrees Fahrenheit in
April, EPA Community In-
volvement Coordinator Di-
ane Russell stated earlier.

The contaminant being
removed is called DNAPL,
or dense non-aqueous
phase liquid. It weighs 17
pound per gallon, com-
pared to water that weighs
eight pounds, according to
EPA Project Manager Tom
Alcamo.

The Area 2 phase one
cleanup is expected to be
finished later this summer.

Construction for the sec-
ond phase will take place
through the fall with the
startup planned for late
spring 2021 and comple-
tion anticipated by the end
of next year.

The estimated cost of
treating all of Area 2 is $25
million.

Anyone who wants to
start receiving copies of
EPA’s Pine River Progress
newsletter can contact
Russell at russell.diane@
epa.gov.

Work at the site can also
be tracked and monitored
by going online to www.
epa.gov/superfund/velsicol-
chemical-michigan.

Greg Nelson is a
multimedia reporter at
The Morning Sun.

Velsicol
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Bill Klenk is pictured as a football coach in this undated photo.

SARAH WRIGHT — THE MORNING SUN

CMU Greek Life assistant director Molly Schuneman (left), CMU Student
Conduct assistant director Joe Finney and Mt. Pleasant Public Information
Officer Autume Balcom talk to a student about city and campus laws and
expectations.

KAYTIE BOOMER — ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

This Jan. 10, 2019, photo shows a view through the fence
of the former Velsicol Plant in St. Louis. Cleanup work has
resumed at a former chemical plant in central Michigan
that’s become one of the country’s costliest Superfund
sites.

Hundreds of thousands
without power days after
Midwest storm
IOWA CITY, IOWA » Hundreds of thou-
sands of households in Iowa and Il-
linois remained without electricity
Wednesday, two days after a rare
wind storm that hit the Midwest
devastated parts of the power grid,
flattened valuable corn fields and
killed two people.

Much of Iowa and parts of several
other states suffered outages Mon-
day as straight-line winds toppled
trees, snapped poles and downed
power lines. The storm known as a
derecho had winds of up to 112 mph
near Cedar Rapids, as powerful as
a hurricane, as it tore from eastern
Nebraska across Iowa and into Wis-
consin, Illinois and Indiana.

The derecho produced seven tor-
nadoes in the Chicago metropoli-

tan area, including an EF-1 tornado
with 110 mph winds that hit the Rog-
ers Park neighborhood on the city’s
north side before moving onto Lake
Michigan as a waterspout, the Na-
tional Weather Service said.

That storm left damage along
a 3-mile-long (4.8-kilometer-long)
path before reaching the lake and
was the first tornado of at least EF-1
strength to strike Chicago since a
May 29, 1983, storm, the weather
service said.

Another EF-1 tornado that swept
through Wheaton, Illinois, knocked
over the iconic white steeple atop
College Church in the Chicago sub-
urb that is the DuPage County seat.

The weather service also con-
firmed two tornadoes in southern
Wisconsin and two in northern In-
diana, including an EF-1 that swept
the rural community of Wakarusa,
about 25 miles (40 kilometers) south-

east of South Bend, leaving behind
smashed grain bins, damaged barns
and farmhouses.

Crews throughout the region have
been working around the clock to re-
store electricity, but they’ve been hin-
dered by large trees that are block-
ing many roads and sitting on top of
power lines. Those trees must be re-
moved before power can be restored.

Iowa’s three largest metropolitan
areas of Des Moines, Cedar Rapids
and Davenport still had widespread
outages as of Wednesday morning.

Alliant Energy said about 176,000
of its customers are without power,
about half of which are in the Cedar
Rapids area. MidAmerican Energy
said about 139,000 of its Iowa and
Illinois customers remain without
power, half them in the Des Moines
area.

— The Associated Press
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Local prosecutors and health officials
have issued about a dozen cease-and-
desist letters to businesses they deter-
mined had opened in violation of exec-
utive orders issued during the pandem-
ic.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed the
first executive order directing business-
es to remain closed during the pandem-
ic in March. 

Since then, 13 businesses in the Lan-
sing area have received cease-and-de-
sist letters from local officials after
opening in violation of that first order or
one of the dozens of subsequent orders. 

Cease-and-desist letters serve as a
warning that the businesses face crimi-
nal penalties if they remain open. 

Almost all of them have been in In-
gham County, where the prosecutor’s
office and health department both have
issued orders. 

One order has been issued in Eaton
County. None have been issued in Clin-
ton County. 

Business credits closure to ‘mega
Karen’

The Ingham County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice has given 12 businesses a warning in
the form of a cease and desist letter, ac-
cording to Chief Assistant Prosecuting
Attorney Mike Cheltenham.

The county health department has
sent a similar letter to one business,
spokeswoman Amanda Darche said.
That business, Fantasies Unlimited and
Club Tabu, received a separate order
from the prosecutor but has since been
able to reopen. 

The most recent business to get a
cease-and-desist letter was High-Cali-
ber Karting and Entertainment, a go-

karting and entertainment venue in the
Meridian Mall. 

“Thanks to a mega Karen who’s out
there somewhere, they shut us down,”
the business announced in a Facebook
post Thursday morning. “Our precau-
tionary measures were no match for
government intervention.”

The business received a cease-and-
desist letter from the Ingham County
Prosecutor’s Office last week, saying it
had violated one of Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s latest executive orders. 

Among other actions, the executive
order announced at the end of July
shuts down indoor entertainment like
arcades, bowling alleys, skating rinks
and “other similar recreational or en-
tertainment facilities.” 

High-Caliber Karting offers various
forms of entertainment, including an
indoor go-kart track, ax throwing, ar-
cade and a bistro and bar. 

The cease-and-desist letter specifi-
cally cites the arcade, go-kart track
and ax-throwing ranges as recreation-
al activities that fall within the scope
of the order.

“While these recreational activities 

COVID-19

A patron races around the go-kart track at High Caliber Karting and Entertainment last year inside the Meridian Mall in
Okemos. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

13 local businesses warned
to close during pandemic
Face criminal penalties 
if they remain open

Megan Banta
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

This is the entrance to Fantasies Unlimited and Club Tabu in Lansing on
Tuesday. The business was issued a cease-and-desist order earlier this year but
has since been able to reopen. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

The executive order

announced at the end of

July shuts down indoor

entertainment like arcades,

bowling alleys, skating rinks

and “other similar

recreational or

entertainment facilities.” 

See BUSINESSES, Page 4A

EAST LANSING – Since Michigan
State won’t play football this fall, the
athletics department may be left to
find a way to cover some $80 million in
lost revenue.

Football is by far the largest revenue
source for MSU athletics, generating
upward of $80 million and accounting
for 57% of all the money brought into
the department, according to financial
disclosures filed with the NCAA for the
2018-19 year.

Indeed, the football program cov-
ered its own $37.3 million budget, leav-
ing another $42.4 million to fund other
athletic programs, records show.

The Big Ten announced Tuesday it
will postpone the 2020 football sea-
son, citing fears over the spread of the
novel coronavirus. The cancellation
also affects men’s and women’s soccer,
men’s and women’s cross country,
field hockey, and volleyball.

The Spartan football team just re-
turned to practice last week after a 14-
day quarantine imposed when ath-
letes and staff tested positive for CO-
VID-19.

Even before the Big Ten canceled
the fall playing season, MSU Athletic
Director Bill Beekman portended “se-
vere cuts” to athletic programs.

“At this point, we have modeled
some fairly severe budget reductions,
that probably if we don’t play football,
we would not be playing most other,
maybe all other, sports,” Beekman said
during a presentation to the Economic
Club of the Lansing Regional Chamber
of Commerce on Monday. “Men’s bas-
ketball generates revenue, so I think it
becomes an open question.”

Decisions are pending, he added.

Football is MSU’s moneymaker

The $80 million raked in during
football season dwarfs the money
brought in by other top-earning MSU
sports programs. Men’s basketball
brought in $26.3 million; women’s
basketball $2.1 million; and other
sports a combined $7.2 million. Only 

Without
football,
where’s
money? 
MSU needs answers to
its $80 million question

Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

MSU football coach Mel Tucker looks
on during the first day of fall camp.
MSU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS

See MSU, Page 4A
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COMBINED NOTICE
NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

AND NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA)
735 East Michigan Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48912

Publication Date: August 14, 2020

Notice of Intent to Request a Release of Funds
On or about September 1, 2020 the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA) will request the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) under Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, and Section 8 (o)(13) of the
U.S. Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)(13)) as amended, for the following development:

Waverly Place–City of Lansing / Ingham County
140 units rehabilitation / 7 HOME units

$10,962,972 MSHDA Permanent Mortgage
$9,443,208 Equity from Tax Credit Syndication

$903,573 MSHDA HOME Loan
$316,670 MSHDA MRF Loan

$663,908 Income from Operations
$7,860,352 Seller Note

$687,627 Deferred Developer Fee
$30,838,310 Approximate Total Development Cost

MSHDA intends to award Mt. Vernon Park, LDHA, LP up to $903,573 of HOME funds for Waverly Place. Waverly Place is located at
3338 N. Waverly Road, Lansing, MI. Waverly Place is a fully subsidized, 140-unit multifamily rental community located on the North-
west side of Lansing. This includes Fifty-One (51) One-Bedroom, Twenty-Five (25) Two-Bedroom, Twenty-Five (25) Three-Bedroom,
Twenty Nine (29) Four-Bedroom and Ten (10) Five-Bedroom Apartments There are 29 rental buildings, separate management and
maintenance offices, community room, laundry facilities, two playgrounds, two full size basketball courts and a Head Start program
on a 13.21acre campus. The 51 one-bedroom units are ranch units and the two, three, four and five-bedroom units are townhomes.
There is also a Capital Area Transit Authority (“CATA”) bus stop located near one of the entry drives.

Notice of FONSI
MSHDAalso gives notice that it has been determined that the release of funds for the above development will not constitute an action
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment and accordingly MSHDA has decided not to prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA, 42 USC 4321) because no significant environ-
mental adverse impacts or hazards were identified in the course of the environmental review. An Environmental Review Record for
the proposed development is on file atMSHDA, 735 E. Michigan, Lansing, Michigan 48912. The records are available for public
examination and copying upon request between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Please contact
Daniel Lince of MSHDA at (517) 335-0183 for further information.

Public Comments on Finding
All interested agencies, groups, and persons disagreeing with this decision are invited to submit written comments for consideration.
Such written comments should be received at MSHDA's address listed above on or before August 31, 2020. All such comments so
received will be considered and MSHDAwill not request the release of Federal funds or take any action on the proposed project prior
to the end of the comment period.

Release of Funds
Mt. Vernon Park, LDHA, LP will undertake the development described above with HOME Program funds. The HOME funds are al-
located to the State of Michigan (MSHDA) under Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990. MSHDA is certifying to HUD
that MSHDA and Chad Benson, MSHDA’s Acting Director of Development, are consenting to accept the jurisdiction of Federal courts
if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to environmental reviews, decision-making, and action; and that these
responsibilities have been satisfied. The legal effect of the certification is that upon its approval Mt. Vernon Park, LDHA, LP may use
the PBV assistance and HUD will have satisfied its responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

Objections to Release of Funds
HUD will consider objections to its release of funds and MSHDA certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated sub-
mission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification
was not executed by the Certifying Officer of MSHDA; (b) MSHDA had omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required
by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) a grant recipient or other participants in the project have committed funds or incurred
costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant
to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.
Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be emailed to:
Keith E. Hernandez, CPD_COVID19OEE-DET@hud.gov. Potential objectors should contact MSHDA to verify the actual last day
of the objection period.

Chad Benson, Acting Director of Development, Certifying Officer
Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA)
735 East Michigan Avenue
Lansing, MI 48912

are prohibited, serving food and beverages, subject
to the conditions of the applicable Executive Orders,
is allowed,” the letter dated Aug. 4 reads. “However,
all of the recreational or entertainment activities
must be closed.”

The entertainment venue first opened late last
year in the 80,000-square-foot space within the Me-
ridian Mall that was previously home to Younkers 

It closed down in March because of the COVID-19
pandemic, but reopened at the end of July. 

Jordan Munsters, founder and CEO of High Cali-
ber, said in a text message on Tuesday that he’s
proud of the steps his team took before reopening to
protect guests and employees, which he said were
above and beyond what many businesses have done. 

Munsters he hopes Whitmer’s office might create
a regulatory agency to certify businesses that are re-
opening, adding he thinks if anyone had thought the
pandemic would go on this long, a larger agency like
that would already be in place.

The cease-and-desist letter, which Cheltenham
said is the first issued under this particular executive
order, means another temporary closure. 

The letter describes the pandemic as “confusing
times for all of us” and calls on everyone to “do our
part to stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus.”

“We all need to help protect our families, friends,
employees, and community,” the letter reads. “Please
accept my gratitude in advance for your cooperation
in this matter and doing your part to ensure that, to-
gether, we can defeat this virus.”

Prosecutors in Ingham County have issued similar
letters to 11 other businesses. As of Wednesday eve-
ning, the office hadn’t yet provided the full list to the
State Journal. 

The Eaton County Prosecutor’s Office hasn’t is-
sued any cease-and-desist letters, Prosecuting At-
torney Doug Lloyd said in an email. 

The Barry-Eaton Health Department has issued
one, according to spokeswoman Anne Barna. 

The department issued a cease-and-desist letter
to Champion Fitness and Boxing in Delta Township
on July 3. 

Neither the Clinton County Prosecutor’s Office nor
the Mid-Michigan District Health Department –
which covers Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm coun-
ties – have issued any cease-and-desist letters. 

Brian Ameche, the county’s chief assistant prose-
cuting attorney, said the office was prepared to issue
letters but he hasn’t heard of any complaints of busi-
nesses not complying with executive orders. 

High Caliber Karting and Entertainment in the
Meridian Mall received a cease-and-desist letter.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Businesses
Continued from Page 1A

football and men’s basketball have greater revenue
than expenditures.

An additional roughly $24.7 million in revenue is
not tied to a particular program.

Here are the largest sources of the nearly $80 mil-
lion in football revenue:

h $34.9 million in media rights from the Big Ten
Network and other broadcasters

h $19.8 million in ticket sales
h $12 million in contributions to the program from

donors
h $7.1 million in conference distributions of bowl-

generated revenue 
MSU athletics ended its 2019 fiscal year with $4.4

million in surplus funds. MSU is among the Big Ten
schools that made money that year, with only Ohio
State and Illinois losing money, records show.

Football, men’s basketball revenues sustain
programs

Since football easily covers its own expenses, 53%
of the money brought in by football helps support
MSU athletics overall, including other sports. Foot-
ball expenses are 28% of MSU athletics’ total oper-
ating budget, which is roughly $135.7 million.

Men’s basketball brought in $26.3 million in 2018-
19, covering its $16.8 million in expenses and contrib-
uting $9.5 million to the department’s budget.

And while women’s basketball brought in $2.1 mil-
lion in revenue, the total program expenses were $6.3
million.

The other MSU sports combined generated $7.2
million in revenue collectively. Those programs cost
$28 million to run.

The NCAA financial filings do not detail revenue
for individual sports programs besides football and
men’s and women’s basketball.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-377-1047 or
calyons@lsj.com.

MSU
Continued from Page 1A

In touting her efforts to get tough on illegal robo-
calls, Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel recently
offered advice that contradicted what state health offi-
cials tracking coronavirus cases have asked Michigan-
ders not to do:

“Don’t answer the phone if you don’t recognize the
number.” 

The mixed messages are making it especially diffi-
cult to avoid robocalls during the pandemic, and, as
the presidential – and other – campaigns heat up.

Last year, there were nearly 26 billion scam calls –
44% percent of all robocalls – nationwide and another

8 billion telemarketing calls, leading to a
total of nearly 34 billion robocalls, ac-
cording to YouMail, a cloud-based tele-
communication service.

In the latest effort to stop robocallers,
Nessel announced MODOK – a Califor-
nia-based enterprise that uses a tech-
nology that allows you to make voice
calls through an internet connection in-

stead of on a regular phone line – agreed to exit the
telecom industry, Nessel said.

“Cracking down on such a public nuisance was a
promise I made from the start of my tenure,” Nessel
said. “Today I am proud to announce that we have suc-
cessfully put an end to one of the many illegal robocall
operations that has targeted Michiganders and people
around the country.”

As it turns out, the name of the telecom company
also happens to be the same name of a nasty Marvel
Comics supervillain, an acronym for Mental/Mobile/
Mechanizes Organism Designated Only for Killing. 

Nessel said there were complaints against MODOK,
which had allowed auto-warranty and Social Security
scams. 

The settlement marks the first time a state attorney
general has been able to permanently shut down this
kind of phone service provider and bar its ownership
from working in the industry, Nessel’s office said.

She used the announcement to remind Michigan-
ders of her Robocall Crackdown Initiative, which she
said was a part of her efforts to target illegal robocalls
and businesses that are “major conduits for scam-
mers” all over the country. 

“Let this serve as a notice to other robocallers or
their service providers out there,” Nessel said, adding
that her office “will continue to protect Michigan con-
sumers and pursue illegal robocalls to the furthest ex-

tent of the law.”
However, state public health officials also have re-

peatedly said they need Michiganders to at least an-
swer calls, in case they are pandemic-related. To
fight this problem, they have been running informa-
tion campaigns and trying to improve their systems,
too.

According to Michigan.gov, contact tracing calls
now might come from 866-806-3447, MI COVID
HELP, or local health departments. Folks also might
get a text from 25051 prior to the call.

But for months, the state has been urging Michi-
ganders to simply “answer the phone” because the
call just might be about their health. 

Contact Frank Witsil: 313-222-5022 or fwit-
sil@freepress.com.

Nessel makes history with
phone service shutdown
Frank Witsil
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Last year, there were nearly 26 billion scam calls –
44% percent of all robocalls – nationwide.
MENNO VAN DIJK/GETTY IMAGES

How to report robocalls 
The state attorney general suggest that the best
way to deal with robocalls is to hang up or don’t
answer if you don’t recognize the number. But,
public heath officials are asking residents still
answer their phones to find out who the caller is.

If you do make a complaint, the attorney general’s
office said the following information is helpful to
investigate: the robocaller’s phone number, your
phone number and service provider, the date and
time of the calls, and whether the robocall was
soliciting goods or services. 

Nessel
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

In terms of police activity, Cen-
tral Michigan University’s fall se-
mester started not with a bang
but a whimper.

Over the weekend, the Mt.
Pleasant Police Department is-
sued 21 citations and arrested two
people who fit a general Welcome
Weekend profile, according to the
department’s Monday press log.
A person in their early-20s, listed
as living in a different part of the
state and has their contact with
law enforcement in places where
lots of students live fits the profile
of someone participating in Wel-
come Weekend.

In 2017, police cited or arrested
33 people just the Friday night of
Welcome Weekend. In 2018, 38
people were cited and 15 arrested
over the entire weekend.

MT. PLEASANT

COVID keeps
Welcome
Weekend a
quiet one for
local police

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Participation in the August pri-
mary doubled what it was in 2012
and 2016, pushed by heavy use of
Michigan’s no-reason absentee
ballots.

More than one-third of reg-
istered voters participated in
eleven of Isabella County’s 28 pre-
cincts, with one of them — Sher-
man Township’s single precinct —
producing the largest number of
votes. There, 33.2 percent of reg-
istered voters — 702 people — cast
ballots, most of them in the Re-
publican primary.

Turnout across the county was
30 percent, according to the elec-
tion monitoring website Election-
reporting.com. It’s the website
used by Isabella County Clerk
Minde Lux to keep voters in-
formed with real-time informa-
tion on Election Night.

The highest level of participa-

PRIMARY

Early votes
double
turnout
over 2016

James Budrick-Diaz said the Gratiot County Community Garden
is a good example of how readily available produce can improve
health education locally.

PHOTOS BY TIM RATH — ALMA COLLEGE

Shane Henry pulls squash from the Gratiot County Community Garden in this late July photo.

Alma College Communications

It’s taken a lot of hard work
and overcoming obstacles, but
the efforts of four soon-to-be
graduates of Alma College —
along with a host of other vol-
unteers from the community —
are starting to bear fruit.

The Gratiot County Commu-
nity Garden, located in Alma
at the corner of Downie Street
and Pine Avenue, wasn’t easy
to put together, according to
seniors Mackenzie Hemmer
of Wolverine; Shane Henry of
Gobles; James Budrick-Diaz
of Joliet, Illinois; and Kelsey
Johnson of Escanaba. But con-
sidering the area on which it
stands was merely a vacant
city block as recently as this
past spring, it’s been worth it.

“Giving people who need
it access to food and being
able to educate them on why
that is important is key to
this project,” Hemmer said.
“Maybe there’s one thing that
you say to them that leaves a
good impression and has an
impact. That makes every-
thing worth it.”

The property, which was

formerly home to Alma Mid-
dle School, is used with per-
mission from the real es-
tate development firm Gem-
ini Capital Management of
Breckenridge — which is co-
owned by Alma graduate
Ryan Smith.

Several months ago, Smith
approached the nonprofit or-
ganization Live Well Gratiot,
a subset of the Gratiot County
Collaborative Council, with
the intent of establishing a
community garden at the
site. Live Well Gratiot mem-
bers Alex Montoye ‘10 and
Dale Sanders, who are both
faculty at Alma, as well as re-
tired faculty member Ed Lo-
renz, saw an opportunity for
Alma students to give back.

“All of the interns who are
organizing the project are
from Alma College,” Sanders
said. “They solicit volunteers
and make sure the volunteer
schedule is filled. They also
solicit donations of materials.
They’re healthcare administra-
tion majors and are doing this
as part of their graduation re-
quirements.”

ALMA

FROM THE GROUND UP

Alma College students meet
needs with community garden

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Central Michigan University
reported on Monday five addi-
tional cases of COVID-19 on its
COVID-19 dashboard, bringing to
25 the total number of cases as-
sociated with the university since

June 15.
The five were students coming

to campus, said Steve Hall, health
officer for Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department.

These cases won’t necessarily
appear on Isabella County’s case
count, which as of Monday stood
at 199 cases and nine deaths,
Hall said. Generally speaking,

cases are attributed to the home
county of someone who tests pos-
itive. A student who comes to Mt.
Pleasant and tests positive that
would be among the home coun-
ties cases, and a student who gets
tested here and returns home
would be counted among the
home county, too.

An email was sent to Heather
Smith, CMU spokeswoman, ask-
ing whether the five cases were
part of a cluster or five separate
infections, and whether they in-

volved students or staff and fac-
ulty. The email didn’t seek specific
information such as ages, home-
towns, demographic information
or anything that might help iden-
tify individuals.

CMU declined further com-
ment in this statement provided
by Smith.

“Central Michigan University is
dedicated protecting the anonym-
ity of the individuals who test pos-
itive for COVID-19 and will abide
by all rules related to personal

health information (HIPAA),”
said spokeswoman Heather Smith
in an emailed statement. “Thus,
we will not provide any informa-
tion related to students, faculty or
staff that may identify those indi-
viduals, such as employment de-
tails or student academic infor-
mation or campus involvement.”

HIPAA requires that health
care providers protect confiden-
tial health information of pa-
tients, which excludes the uni-

CORONAVIRUS

CMU mostly silent on virus report
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At almost a third of an
acre, the garden is currently
home to tomato plants, cab-
bage, lettuce, cucumbers,
carrots, zucchinis, peppers,
melons, and many more
fruits and vegetables. Rows
of flowers line the edges of
the plots.

Materials were largely
donated by businesses and
community organizations
that have gotten involved;
including MidMichigan
Health, the Mid-Michigan
District Health Depart-
ment, TriTerra, Alma Col-
lege, the Gratiot Isabella
RESD, Bravehearts Pub,
Gemini Capital Manage-
ment, the St. Louis Farmers
Market, Child Advocacy, the
Gratiot Integrated Health
Network, and Fleis & Van-
denbrink.

Financial support comes
from a grant from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,
which is designed to bene-
fit communities that do not
have access to fresh pro-
duce.

Produce from the garden,
which volunteers began to
harvest in July, has been
cleaned and made available
to anyone who wants it on
a first-come, first-served ba-
sis.

Budrick-Diaz, who in-
tends to pursue a master’s
degree in public health ad-
ministration from Central
Michigan University, said
the project is a good exam-
ple of how nutrition works
to benefit the public health.

“If you’re not actively
searching for and consum-
ing the right foods, it’s not
going to work out well for
you — because unfortu-
nately, the stuff that is bad
for you is easy to find,” Bu-
drick-Diaz said. “What
we’re trying to do is make
it extremely easy and inex-
pensive for people to find
healthy, delicious food.”

Just because the end goal
is to make things easy for
other people, doesn’t mean
the garden has been easy
for the students.

One of the biggest chal-

lenges in putting the garden
together has been keeping
it well-watered, especially
considering the late June
drought-like conditions
that struck the region. The
block has no access to city
water, Hemmer said, and
efforts at bringing in water
from the Alma Fire Depart-
ment did not come to frui-
tion. The garden was finally
saved by the Alma United
Methodist Church, located
nearby, which let the group
use their water — provided
they could string together
enough hose to reach be-
tween the church and the
garden.

“It’s about 500 feet away,
so it was a lot of hose,”
Hemmer said. “We have a
sprinkler system now, so we
don’t need quite as much.
But for a while, that was a
sight to see.”

Another challenge has
been the travel involved.
Hemmer makes a five-hour
jaunt from home about
twice a week, while Henry
treks about four-and-a-half
hours biweekly from his
home to get the job done.
Johnson and Budrick-Diaz
are largely able to work
from home though, as they
specialize in managing the
group’s social media pres-
ence, research, grant writ-
ing, and other tasks.

“We didn’t have any idea
what this looked like before
we showed up for the first
week of planning,” Hem-
mer said. “This is some-
thing you need to be in-per-
son for, but obviously we’ve
been very concerned about
everyone’s health. So, that
part has been hard. We’ve
tried to make the best of it.”

Through Facebook, John-
son has managed to coordi-
nate a strong volunteer ef-
fort. Her weekly, online call-
outs have procured dozens
of volunteers from all walks
of life, mostly based in
Alma. She has also helped
create relationships with lo-
cal K-12 school groups and
correctional facilities volun-
teers, who assist with gar-
dening on a regular basis.
Kelsey JohnsonKelsey John-
son

“The volunteer response
has been really good and
we’ve gotten tremendous
feedback from the commu-
nity in general,” Johnson
said. “It’s easy to see how
this is becoming a project
for the whole community,
not just Alma College stu-
dents. I’m hearing a lot of
people saying, ‘Alma needed
something like this.’”

According to Henry, the
group has been assured two
years of use on the site be-
fore next steps are decided.

Gemini is on track to begin
a residential development
on the property within the
next year, he said.

Until then, he’s thankful
for this moment and all it
has provided the commu-
nity — as well as himself.

“Before this, I had no ex-
perience gardening or any-
thing like that. It’s been
amazing to see the response
of the community,” he said.
“To see the plants come up
and knowing they’re going
to feed people who need it,
that just feels great.”

Montoye said the project
is a great example of Alma

College’s commitment to
partner with the commu-
nity around it, and the stu-
dents have served as ambas-
sadors for the college.

“The student interns
have made the difference in
this project, between it not
succeeding and being suc-
cessful like it is right now,”
he said. “They were the dif-
ference between an empty
lot and the vegetables we
harvested today. They have
taken on ownership, mak-
ing connections with com-
munity partners, soliciting
donations and doing big
things.”
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Garden
FROM PAGE 1

TIM RATH — ALMA COLLEGE

Mackenzie Hemmer waters the Gratiot County Community Garden in early July.

OFFICE OF THE ISABELLA COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER
NOTICE OF DAY OF REVIEW OF DRAINAGE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

AND REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENTS
DATE: Thursday, August 20, 2020
TIME: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
LOCATION: IN PERSON LOCATION

Vernon Township Hall
4031 Stevenson Lake Rd
Clare, Michigan, 48617
AND REMOTE ELECTRONIC ACCESS
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85175942188
Call in: 1 (312) 626-6799 US
Meeting ID: 851 7594 2188
QUESTIONS: (989) 359-0558
Please leave a detailed voicemail. All calls are returned in the order received.

The Day of Review is an opportunity to review the Drainage District boundaries of the Drains listed below and
the apportionment of benefit with the Drain Commissioner or a staff member. Maps of the proposed Drainage
District boundary revisions can be found on the Clare County Drain Commissioner‘s website at:
https://www.isabellacounty.org/departments/drain-commissioner/.

A general description of the lands by section number proposed to be added or deleted from the Drainage
Districts as recommended by a licensed professional engineer or surveyor for each of the Drains is as follows:

Drain Name Municipalities Portions of Sections
Added

Portions of Sections
Removed

Duncan Drain Gilmore Township - 1, 12, 13
Vernon Township 7, 10, 15-18, 20-22 3-10, 15-18, 20-22

Flood Drain Vernon Township 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17
Gilmore Intercounty Drain Vernon Township 1, 2 1, 2

City of Clare 2 -
Gorr Drain Gilmore Township 1, 12 1, 12

Vernon Township 5, 6, 7 5, 6, 7, 8
Herring Intercounty Drain Vernon Township 1, 2, 11, 12 1, 2, 11, 12

City of Clare 2 2
Little Tobacco River
Intercountv Drain

Vernon Township 2 -

Loomis Intercounty Drain Vernon Township 1, 2, 11-14 1, 2, 11-14
Wise Township 3-6, 9, 10, 18-22, 27-29 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 15, 16, 18-22,

27, 28
McKinnon Drain Gilmore Township - 1, 12

Vernon Township 3-10 3-10
Murphy lntercounty Drain Vernon Township 1 1

Nevills Drain Vernon Township 7, 8, 16-18 7, 8, 9, 16-18

The Isabella County Drain Commissioner intends to hold an in-person Day of Review of Apportionments and
Drainage District Boundaries on the above date, time and location. However, due to the ongoing coronavirus
public health crisis, the Day of Review will also be held through remote electronic access, as provided in this
Notice. YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND THE DAY OF REVIEW.

Electronic participation will be conducted through Zoom. The Day of Review may be accessed through any
device supporting the Zoom app, which includes many computers, laptops, smartphones. Users on a computer
or laptop will be given the option to join the meeting through a web browser without downloading the Zoom app.
Additionally, individuals may call into the Day of Review by telephone.

Prior to the Day of Review:
• Telephone. You may submit questions and comments prior to the Day of Review by calling the Drain

Commissioner’s Office at (231) 679-7213.

• Zoom. We recommend downloading the Zoom app to your device to ensure there is time to obtain
technical advice prior to the Day of Review.

• Special Access. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the
Day of Review should contact the Drain Commissioner’s Office at the number noted above (voice) or
through the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the Day of Review
to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.

On the Day of Review:
• The Drain Commissioner, engineers and/or other staff members will be available to assist individuals

throughout the day and make revisions where necessary. There is no need to schedule an appointment
for a specific time on the Day of Review.

• To participate electronically through Zoom, you can access the Day of Review through the following
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85175942188.

• For participation on Zoom via telephone, please call: 1 (312) 626-6799.

• If prompted, the meeting ID is 851 7594 2188.

• Once individuals have joined the Day of Review electronically, the Drain Commissioner or staff member
will provide further information about procedures for participation.

• The computation of costs for the Drain will also be available at the Day of Review. Drain assessments
are collected in the same manner as property taxes and will appear on your winter tax bill. If drain
assessments are being collected for more than one (1) year, you may pay the assessment in full with
any interest to date at any time and avoid further interest charges.

After the Day of Review:
• You may appeal the Drain Commissioner’s decision to revise the district boundary to the Isabella County

Circuit Court within ten (10) days, and you may also appeal the determination of apportionments to the
Isabella County Probate Court within ten (10) days.

Robert Willoughby
Isabella County Drain Commissioner

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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Masonic Pathways resident Bonnie
Buchler poses with an “I beat
COVID” sign after she tested
negative for the virus. Since last
Monday, Masonic pathways is
COVID-free. (Courtesy photo)

Masonic Pathways resident Linda
Rick-Elijah celebrates her victory
over COVID-19 with a raised fist.
Rick-Elijah is one of twelve
Pathways residents who have
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defeated the virus since the outbreak
began in May. (Courtesy photo)

Masonic Pathways COVID-Free After Remaining Residents Recover

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
After a three-month-long battle with the novel Coronavirus, Masonic Pathways is finally COVID-19 free.
 It’s a certainly a “relief” for Vicky Johnson, chief marketing officer for the Michigan Masonic Home, but it’s
not a “permanent fix.” Johnson said that the community must continue to be “very, very cautious” and work
diligently to keep COVID from coming back.
“The feeling right now is so guardedly optimistic,” she said. “We know we have a lot of work to do.”
The Alma nursing home announced last Monday, Aug. 10, that the remaining residents who caught the disease
had tested negative, and they were allowed to leave the designated COVID-19 floor at the Jack F.
Sanders Health Care Center.
Since the first case was identified on May 15, a total of 15 total staff members and 20 residents became infected,
according information from the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD). Eight of those residents
passed away from the illness, with the final death occurring in mid-July.
By the time the remaining residents tested negative, the outbreak at Masonic Pathways had been contained for
nearly two months. Johnson told The Herald last month that no new positive cases had been identified since
early June. And since mid-July, there were still 12 residents who were testing positive for the disease.
Now that these residents have beat COVID-19, not too much will change about how Masonic is operating.
Because there is always the possibility that the illness could be brought in again, visitors are still prohibited,
Johnson said.
While it’s “heartbreaking” that they cannot let visitors come in, Johnson said that the precautions have been
effective in protecting the 350-some residents of the Pathways community.
“Everything we’re doing is working for us, so we have to look at it that way,” she said. “And the families and
the residents themselves have been so supportive and so understanding.”
Currently, employees are screened daily and tested weekly for COVID-19. And now that the residents are all
clear of COVID, they won’t need to be tested again unless an employee tests positive, Johnson said.
For the staff, keeping the illness out of Masonic is a 24/7 job: Johnson said that if employees don’t take
precautions outside of work as well, they could risk becoming infected themselves and bringing the virus into
the facility.
But since it’s been several weeks since any employees have tested positive, it’s clear that “everybody’s doing
their part,” Johnson said.
“Every employee at Pathway’s needs to be congratulated on the success that we’ve all achieved to get to this
point where we are today,” she said.
The other group who needs to be congratulated is the residents themselves, Johnson said. Despite having been
quarantined since mid-March, their attitude has been outstanding throughout these difficult times.
“They have such a wonderful outlook, most of them,” Johnson said. “And we all go through our ups and downs
— let’s face it, this isn’t fun for anybody — but the residents as a whole are taking this in stride so well.”
And though they can’t see their loved ones in person, residents can now receive cards and letters from friends
and family, since restrictions on sending physical items have been lifted. Johnson said that residents “really
appreciate” those kinds of gestures, and that “they really do help” keep their spirits up.
Johnson said that anyone who’s looking to brighten the residents’ day could send a note or a card, or even look
into becoming a pen pal. Johnson said that Life Enrichment Coordinator Lisa Godfrey can help community
members connect with residents from a distance.
Overall, Johnson appreciates every day that the Masonic community is COVID-free, and hopes that the Gratiot
community will continue to do their part to slow the spread and keep everyone safe.
“Gratiot County’s not doing bad, and if everybody just continues to wear the face masks and wash their hands,
we can continue to protect not only those residents that we have, but the residents that are in the other
communities, and Gratiot County as a whole,” she said.
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By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
With county schools starting up again next week, local students are counting down the final days of their
summer vacation. But in the age of COVID, back to school doesn’t necessarily mean back to the classroom.
 Each of Gratiot’s six school districts are implementing flexible return-to-learning plans that allow families to
opt for either in-person or remote instruction. And while all of the districts in the Gratiot-Isabella RESD region
are moving forward with this unified approach to the 2020 – 2021 school year, each has its own, individualized
plan approved by their local school board.
Gratiot’s schools are about to open their doors to in-person students for the first time since the pandemic hit, five
full months after the abrupt closure in March. Most districts will start classes next week, with Ashley and Fulton
beginning on Tuesday, Aug. 25, and Ithaca starting the following day. Alma, Breckenridge and St. Louis will
resume classes on Monday, Aug. 31.
All of the back-to-school plans in the Gratiot-Isabella RESD region were designed in accordance with
Michigan’s Return to School Roadmap, which was released at the end of June by Governor Gretchen Whitmer,
the COVID-19 Task Force on Education and the Return to School Advisory Council. These guidelines detail
requirements and recommendations for schools throughout each of the six phases of the MI Safe Start plan.
For Phases One, Two and Three — “Uncontrolled Growth,” “Persistent Spread” and “Flattening,” respectively
— schools are prohibited from providing any in-person instruction. For Phase Four, “Improving,” schools can
reopen to in-person education with extensive safety protocols and precautions in place.
Phase 5, “Containing,” allows for the loosening of some of these safety protocols, but it is not until Phase 6,
“Post-Pandemic,” that schools can resume operations without any additional COVID-19 safety precautions in
place.
As a part of the Lansing region, Gratiot County is currently in Phase Four of the MI Safe Start plan, as is most of
the lower peninsula. The two northernmost regions of the state are in Phase Five.
In Gratiot County’s schools, all students were given the option to either return to the classroom for in-person
instruction or to participate remotely, according to the district superintendents. In all six schools, remote students
will be following the same curriculum as their in-seat peers, and in many districts, teachers will have both in-
person and distance learners on their class rosters.
Complete information on in-person and remote enrollment for each district was not available by press time, but
it would appear that a majority of students are planning to return to the physical classroom. That being said, a
significant percentage of students have opted to continue with distance learning as well.
St. Louis Superintendent Jennifer McKittrick said that just over 20 percent of district families have chosen the
remote option. In Ashley, about a quarter of students are opting for Virtual Bears, said Superintendent Traci
Gavenda. Fulton Superintendent Paul Hungerford said about 30 percent of area families are participating in
Pirates Online, and in Alma, a third of the student population has chosen distance learning, said Superintendent
Donalynn Ingersoll.
Most schools are allowing families to switch instructional methods at the end of the first marking period or
trimester, but in the event that Gratiot County moves backwards to an earlier phase of the MI Safe Start plan, all
students will have to be taught remotely. The hybrid model will still be available if the county moves forward to
Phase Five.
Students who are enrolled in remote instruction this fall will still have access to school meals, but the programs
will not be the same as they were in the spring. Ithaca’s Interim Superintendent Sarah Kettelhohn said meals in
the district will be available for pickup, and the cost will be the same as it would be in-school.
Alma’s Ingersoll explained that meals will no longer be universally available for those aged 18 and under:
students must be enrolled in the district to receive meals from Alma Public Schools, which are free for students
enrolled in grades PreK – 8. High school students and their families will be charged according to their free,
reduced or full pay status.
Fulton’s Hungerford said that students participating in Pirates Online will also have to pay for their meals as if

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
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they were in school. The other three district superintendents confirmed that meals would be available for virtual
students, but did not provide additional details about the cost.
Students who are returning to the classroom will be met with extensive safety measures to prevent the spread of
COVID-19, including frequent symptom-screening, hand washing and sanitation. The MI Safe Start roadmap
also includes requirements and recommendations about mask wearing for staff and students.
Most districts indicated in their plans while social distancing will be done where “feasible,” they do not have the
resources or space to make this a reality in all classrooms.
The districts have been working closely with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD)
throughout the planning process for this school year. The superintendents said their schools will follow the
protocol provided by the MMDHD in the event that a positive COVID-19 case is discovered.
Overall, the district superintendents have said that their families have been very supportive and understanding
throughout this process, and that they are looking forward to getting back to learning — no matter what form.
“It is essential for their success to get students back in the classroom, whether the classroom is at home or at
school,” said Breckenridge Superintendent Wade Slavik.  

http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING » Michigan has
applied for federal fund-
ing to provide an addi-
tional $300 a week in
unemployment benefits
amid the coronavirus
pandemic — less than the
$600 boost that expired
last month but still more
than the maximum $362
weekly payment the state
dispenses.

President Dona ld
Trump this month signed
an order extending the
added weekly benefit after
he and Congress were un-
able to agree to a broader
new pandemic relief plan.
States can choose a $300-
or $400-a-week option,
though they would have
to chip in $100 toward the
higher amount.

“This program will pro-
vide some much needed
support for families that
are struggling to put food
on the table or pay their
bills, but it’s a short term
Band-Aid that falls short
of what’s needed,” Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer, a
Democrat, said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “A robust

congressional recovery
package that meets the
scale of this crisis is what’s
needed to help individu-
als who have lost work as
a result of the pandemic
get through this unprece-
dented time.”

The state Unemploy-
ment Insurance Agency
estimated that about
910,000 residents will get
the extra $300.

They will be paid retro-
actively to Aug. 1. It was
unclear when the pay-
ments will begin or how
many weeks they will
cover.

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has
said the additional fund-
ing may last roughly five
or six weeks depending
on how many states par-
ticipate. Michigan’s unem-
ployment rate was 14.6%
in June, sixth-highest
among states.

The state’s unemploy-
ment insurance trust
fund, which is funded by
employer taxes and had
$4.6 billion before the
virus outbreak, is now
at $1.7 billion following
months of record-high
claims.

STATE

Michigan to give jobless
extra $300 a week
under Trump plan

Morning Sun staff

A 12-year-old mare in
Montcalm County is the
second Michigan horse to
test positive for Eastern
Equine Encephalitis this
summer, state officials said
Wednesday.

The first, announced last
week, was a 2-year-old filly
in Clare County.

A second case intensi-
fies the need for both horse
owners and Michigan res-
idents to take precautions,
said Dr. Nora Wineland, the
state veterinarian.

EEE is a zoonotic, vi-
ral disease, transmitted by
mosquitoes to both animals
and people. EEE is one of
the most dangerous mos-
quito-borne diseases in the
U.S., and the virus is typi-
cally seen in late summer to
early fall each year in Mich-
igan.

While horses are highly
affected by the disease,
people can also be infected
with EEE from the bite of
a mosquito carrying the
virus. In humans, signs of
EEE include the sudden on-
set of fever, chills, and body
and joint aches. EEE infec-
tion can develop into se-
vere encephalitis, resulting
in headache, disorienta-
tion, tremors, seizures, and
paralysis.

Permanent brain dam-
age, coma, and death may
also occur in some cases.

“This second confirmed
case of EEE in a horse re-
minds Michiganders of the
strong need to take precau-
tions to protect themselves
from mosquito bites,” said
Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief
medical executive and chief
deputy director for health
for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services.

“It only takes one bite
from a mosquito to trans-
mit the virus, which can
lead to severe neurologic
illness, permanent disabil-
ity, and sometimes death.”

To protect your horses

and other domestic ani-
mals (such as dogs, sheep,
and goats), measures could
include the following:

Talking to a veterinarian
about vaccinating horses
against EEE.

Placing livestock in a
barn under fans (as mos-
quitos are not strong fly-
ers) during peak mosquito
activity from dusk to dawn.

Using an insect repel-
lant on an animal that is
approved for the species.

Eliminating standing
water on the property—
i.e., fill in puddles, repair
eaves, and change the wa-
ter in buckets and bowls at
least once a day.

Contacting a veterinar-
ian if an animal shows
signs of the illness: fever
and stumbling, which can
progress to being down and
struggling to stand.

To protect yourself and
your family, here’s what you
should do now:

• Apply insect repellents

that contain the active in-
gredient DEET, or other
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency-approved
products, to exposed skin
or clothing and always fol-
low the manufacturer’s di-
rections for use.

• Wear long-sleeved
shirts and long pants when
outdoors. Apply insect re-
pellent to clothing to help
prevent bites.

• Maintain window and
door screening to help keep
mosquitoes outside.

• Empty water from mos-
quito breeding sites around
the home, such as buckets,
unused children’s pools, old
tires, or similar sites where
mosquitoes may lay eggs.

• Use nets and/or fans
over outdoor eating areas.

Overall, mosquito-borne
illnesses, like EEE, will con-
tinue to pose a risk to both
animals and humans un-
til late fall when nighttime
temperatures consistently
fall below freezing.

MID-MICHIGAN

Second horse has Eastern
Equine Encephalitis

LISA POOLE — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Matt Osborne, field coordinator, Arbovirus Program,
Division of Infectious Disease Laboratories at the
Massachusetts Dept. of Health State Laboratory Institute
sorts mosquitoes collected from Boston according to
species for testing as only certain species can carry and
transmit the Eastern Equine Encephalitis and West Nile
Virus, in a lab at the institute, Friday, July 6, 2007.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Two more people spent
time in the hospital over
the last week for COVID-19,
pushing that county’s over-
all hospitalization rate to
13.5 percent.

Clare’s cumulative cases
as of Wednesday was 81,
11 of which have required
hospitalization at some
point. By contrast, Isabella
County added two more
cases Wednesday, for a cu-
mulative total of 203. Of
those, 15 have required hos-
pitalization at some point,
for a rate of 7.4 percent.

Both counties remain
below the state average
6.7 death rate, technically
called the case fatality rate.
With nine deaths, Isabella’s
death rate is 4.4 percent,
while in Clare it is 3.7.

The difference between
the two is that two of Isa-
bella County’s three report-
ing nursing facilities have
seen outbreaks.

Although COVID-19 is
increasingly understood as
a disease that is primarily
caught by young people, it
remains understood as a
disease that kills dispro-
portionately the older peo-

ple get.
Twenty-si x nursing

home residents in Isabella
County were infected, caus-
ing five deaths.

Just one nursing home
resident in Clare County,
someone who lives at North
Woods Nursing Center and
who survived, has con-
tracted COVID-19.

Across the six counties of
the Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department —
Isabella, Clare, Gladwin,
Roscommon, Arenac and
Osceola — the 20-49 age
group continues to see the
biggest share of cases. An-
other 21 people in that co-
hort tested positive for the
disease over the last week,
remaining 47 percent.

Six more people ages 10-
19 tested positive, increas-
ing that age group’s share
from 8 percent to 8.5 per-
cent.

Most of that share was
robbed from the second-

largest age cohort in the
six counties, 50-75. That
increased by 11 cases, but
its percentage share fell
from 30.8 percent to 30.3
percent, according to this
week’s CMDHD data sheet.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, two more cases were
announced in Midland
County for a cumulative to-
tal of 281, with 10 deaths.
Two more case were also
announced in Montcalm
County, for a cumulative to-
tal of 187 and three deaths.

Gratiot County remained
unchanged from Tuesday
at 149 cases and 15 deaths.
Gladwin County, with 64
cases and two deaths, and
Mecosta County, with 69
cases and two deaths, also
remained unchanged.

Statewide, another 616
cases were announced for a
cumulative total of 94,278,
and another nine deaths
for a cumulative total of
6,349.

CORONAVIRUS

Clare COVID hospitalization
rate reaches 13.5 percent

director of University Rec-
reation, assistant vice pres-
ident for recreation, events
and conferences, and in-
terim assistant vice presi-
dent of the Office of Insti-
tutional Diversity.

He currently serves as a
member of Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion Council
for CMU.

Shingles has also done
presentations on topics re-
lated to equity, leadership,
mentoring, strategic plan-
ning, inclusion and diver-
sity, among other topics at
the local, national, and in-
ternational level.

He is looking forward to
supporting new initia-
tives and programs cur-
rently in development at
the university, as CMU con-
tinues to look for their next
chief diversity officer.

“This is a collective ef-

fort and one that we hope
our students, faculty and
staff will continue to em-
brace with the same com-
mitment and dedication
we have witnessed in the
past,” Shingles said. “We
must continue this journey
as we strive to build equity,
inclusion and diversity as
core values and important
priorities for CMU.”

Davies said the search for
CMU’s next vice president/
chief diversity officer will
begin this fall.

Officer
FROM PAGE 1

Six more people ages 10-19 tested
positive, increasing that age
group’s share from 8 percent to 8.5
percent. Most of that share was
robbed from the second-largest age
cohort in the six counties, 50-75.

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-law
, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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