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By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
Four new COVID-19 cases and one COVID-related death were identified in the entirety of the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department (MMDHD) jurisdiction as of Tuesday.
 A Masonic Pathways resident in his 90s passed away from COVID-19 this week, bringing Gratiot County’s
death toll up to 12. Ten of those deaths are related to nursing home outbreaks.
Gratiot County gained two new positive cases as well, and is now reporting 81 cases. Montcalm and Clinton
each gained a single case this week and are reporting no new deaths. Montcalm is now reporting a cumulative
total of 74 cases and one death, and Clinton is reporting 146 cases and 11 deaths.
Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, Isabella County gained five new cases and one death, and is now reporting 83 cases
and eight deaths. Midland County saw cases spike this week, gaining 21 new cases but no new deaths. Midland
is now reporting a total of 111 cases and nine deaths.
In Saginaw County, 28 new cases were identified and five new deaths were reported, bringing the cumulative
total up to 1,136 positive cases and 117 deaths.
As of Tuesday, the state of Michigan is reporting a total of 60,189 cumulative positive cases and 5,790 COVID-
related deaths.
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Members of the Michigan National Guard
explain the procedure for a COVID-19 test. One
of the guardsmen described the sensation of the
COVID-19 nasal swab as “tickling your brain.”
(Herald photo – Selmon)

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
Over 200 people took advantage of Gratiot’s first large-scale COVID-19 testing event on Saturday.
Held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Alma Middle School parking lot and hosted by the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department (MMDHD), 216 individuals came to the drive-up clinic. Members of the National
Guard administered the tests.
The pop-up clinic was one of eight similar events the National Guard assisted with throughout the state this
weekend.
Marcus Cheatham, MMDHD health officer, said that the participation was lower than they were hoping for. The
MMDHD would have liked to have had around 400 participants, and the National Guard prepared for many
more than that: they came equipped with a whopping 15,000 test kits that day.
This event was the first opportunity for many people to receive a test in Gratiot County. While the hospital and
some area healthcare providers have had testing available for some time, “there have been bottlenecks” as the
number of people seeking a COVID test exceeded the capacity at those places.
Testing at Saturday’s event was available to everyone 18 years and older at no cost, with no referral needed.
People without symptoms — and people without a healthcare provider — could get tested as well.
Saturday’s clinic took place partly at the request of Gratiot County Commissioner George Bailey, who was
concerned about the testing gap in Gratiot. Cheatham said it “took a while” to put the event together, with “a lot
of folks” working together to make it happen.
In addition to MMDHD personnel and the National Guardsmen, the State Police and the Gratiot County
Emergency Operations Center were involved in the event. Local fire departments lent equipment as well.
While the MMDHD was hoping for more participation, they weren’t entirely surprised at the light turnout. They
had heard that these pop-up COVID testing clinics saw fewer attendees in rural areas that currently have low
levels of the virus, because most people are “pretty sure they’re not sick,” Cheatham said. But even negative test
results are helpful to the organizations that study how COVID-19 is moving throughout the area.
Cheatham said that it’s “disappointing” that more people in rural areas aren’t taking advantage of these
opportunities.
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“We’d really like to get some epidemiological insight into how prevalent [COVID-19] is, and if people aren’t
getting tested, we still won’t really know,” he said.
The 216 individuals who were tested were not all Gratiot County residents, either. Cheatham said that people
came from “all over” to get tested, traveling in from places like Saginaw, Lansing and Mt. Pleasant for the event.
Others who weren’t aware the clinic was available stopped by to get tested when they saw the sign by the road.
When asked if the MMDHD expected to see a rise in positive cases following this event, Cheatham said that that
“partly depends” on who came in to get tested.
“A problem with the pop-up testing is you get people who have the time and the means to be tested, and they’re
probably people who are sheltering at home safely,” he said. “And so more vulnerable groups — people who are
having to work in high-risk areas, essential workers — aren’t necessarily being tested, and they’re more the ones
who we’d like to test.”
The MMDHD will be working with the state to try to secure “targeted testing” for those vulnerable groups.
Cheatham said that in order to make that a reality, they would potentially partner with employers to test local
workers.
Prior to Saturday’s event, Greater Gratiot Development alerted area businesses about the clinic so they could
encourage their employees to get tested, but Cheatham said it’s hard to know how many local workers actually
came.
The testing available on Saturday was PCR testing, which can detect whether someone is currently carrying the
virus. The serological testing, or antibody testing, that determines whether a person had COVID-19 in the past
and has recovered, was not available at Saturday’s event.
Participants were told to expect their results within six to eight days. For those who tested positive, they will be
instructed to self-isolate and the MMDHD will trace and test the people they’ve been in close contact with.
And for those who tested negative, they still need to take precautions to protect themselves from catching the
virus. Workplaces need to be “really scrupulous” about practicing social distancing, wearing masks to protect
others, and screening for symptoms to avoid a resurgence of cases in the area, Cheatham said.
But still, the single best thing people can do to protect themselves is to continue to stay at home.
“We know that there’s a sort of COVID weariness that’s setting in,” Cheatham said. “People are struggling with
how to keep staying home when they really want to go out, but that’s still the best thing to do.”
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Linda Bader, manager of the St. Louis Farmers
Market, waters newly-planted flowers at the
community garden planting session on
Saturday. The market is a member of the Live
Well Gratiot group that established the garden.
(Herald photo – Selmon)

Alma College seniors Mackenzie Hemmer and
Shane Henry, both healthcare administration
majors and interns with the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department, spearheaded the
community garden. Hemmer said the pair were
glad to help “bring the community together” for
the project. (Herald photo – Selmon)

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
Thanks to the efforts of several community organizations, a long-vacant lot in Alma is seeing new life this
summer.
 The Live Well Gratiot group, a subset of the Gratiot County Collaborative Council, has established a
community garden at the corner of Pine Avenue and East Downie Street in Alma. The land, which is the former
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site of the Alma Middle School, is used with permission of Gemini Capital Management, LLC, who is on track
to begin construction of a residential development on the site next year.
Community volunteers joined members of the various organizations for the first planting on Saturday morning.
With the Farmers Market in full swing across the street, the volunteers worked from 7 to 11 a.m. to plant a
variety of foods.
The garden is currently home to several tomato plants as well as carrots, zucchini, cucumber, peppers,
watermelon and musk melon. Rows of flowers line the edges of the plots.
All of the plants were donated, with some coming from Bonnie Plants, the Greater Lansing Food Bank Garden
Project, and Alma True Value Hardware.
The community garden is a project that Live Well Gratiot has been discussing for some time, but this is the first
year that it’s come to fruition. Emily Rayburn, a representative for Child Advocacy on the Collaborative Council
and a member of the Live Well Gratiot team, said that the project was largely made possible due to Ryan Smith
of Gemini Capital Management, who graciously allowed the group to use the land.
Rayburn said that Live Well Gratiot is “so excited” for the opportunity.
“The overall goal of this project is to provide a place for community members to come together and to also
provide fresh produce for free to our community members,” Rayburn said.
“We are encouraging our fellow community members to really embrace this project so that it can be another
positive addition to Gratiot County and our residents,” she continued.
While this effort was a collaboration between a number of local businesses and organizations, leading the charge
were two Alma College students, Shane Henry and Mackenzie Hemmer. The rising seniors, who are both
majoring in healthcare administration, are both serving as interns with the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department (MMDHD) this summer.
Henry said that after a few very busy and “hardworking” weeks of preparation, Saturday ended up being a “great
day.” He and Hemmer were pleased to see a good volunteer turnout and a successful planting session, and
Hemmer said it was “relieving” to finally see it all come together.
And the volunteers who came out to work seemed to enjoy the experience as well. Linda Bader, who represents
the St. Louis Farmers Market on the Collaborative Council and is also a member of Live Well Gratiot, said she
and the rest of the group were “really pleased” to be able to help get plants in the ground on Saturday.
“I think when a bunch of people get together and everybody works together, great things like this can happen,”
she said.
At the end of the summer, Henry said the produce will be donated to local food banks and farmers markets. But
in the meantime, people will be needed to keep the garden going, watering, weeding and tending to the plants,
Hemmer said.
The pair plans to host more community work days at the garden in the future, and work will need to be done
aside from those dates as well. Interested volunteers can reach out to Henry or Hemmer through the Gratiot
County Community Garden Facebook page.
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Health officer: ‘Places are resisting’ coronavirus testing  

Free coronavirus testing is available, but many aren’t interested 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on June 26, 2020  

ITHACA — The Mid-Michigan District Health Department is continuing to push for more coronavirus testing, but 

much of the public isn’t interested. 

 

Michigan National Guard Spc. Chase Maxson, assigned to 1436th Engineer Co. from Montague, administers 

coronavirus tests as part of free testing offered by the Michigan National Guard and the Mid-Michigan District Health 

Department in Alma on June 13. The health department had 1,500 test kits available, but only 216 people came to be 

tested. — U.S. Air National Guard Photo | Staff Sgt. Jacob Cessna 

One example: a free testing event offered on June 13 at Alma Middle School in Gratiot County. The event was a joint 

effort between the health department, which serves Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties, and the Michigan 

National Guard. 

The event began with four lanes set up for drive-thru testing, but by early afternoon, attendance was so low, the 27 

National Guard troops told health department officials they could leave. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

“It quickly became evident that we were not going to be that busy,” Health Officer Marcus Cheatham summarized 

during Wednesday morning’s Board of Health meeting. “We had 1,500 test kits, our goal was to do 500 tests and we 

did 216 tests.” 

According to the health department’s Emergency Preparedness Coordinator Hailey Brewer, 95% to 98% of those who 

attended the event were from Gratiot County, while the rest came from neighboring counties. 

“The public seems to be lost,” Clinton County Commissioner Dwight Washington said. “I don’t see them wearing 

masks. I don’t see them staying six feet apart.” 

Cheatham said he’s been a bit surprised at the number of law enforcement officials and emergency responders who 

don’t want to be tested. 

 

Members of the Michigan National Guard administer coronavirus tests as part of free testing offered by the Michigan 

National Guard and the Mid-Michigan District Health Department in Alma on June 13. The health department had 

1,500 test kits available, but only 216 people came to be tested. — U.S. Air National Guard Photo | Staff Sgt. Jacob 

Cessna 

“There are some in all three counties (Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm) who don’t want to get tested or have testing in 

some of the jails,” he said. “After considering their options, they decided not to do it. It may seem intrusive and 

complicated to them, and since they don’t have COVID-19 cases right now, that they’ve just decided to wait. You 

would think our first responders would be on board, but very often they don’t want to be tested. It’s hit or miss with 

testing law enforcement. In Clinton County it’s an absolute no, they’re just not doing it.” 

Cheatham said the health department plans to encourage continued testing but continues to expect some pushback. 

“If I go to a big box store and say, ‘I’d like to test all your employees’ — and we’re going to try this — but how likely 

are they to say ‘oh yes, we’re going to let you test our employees so if they show symptoms we have to send them 



 

home from work,’” he said. “It’s becoming very difficult. Places are resisting. It’s very tough. Our struggle is thinking 

about this issue and how to handle it. We feel like we really need to be testing these other populations.” 

Also noted during Wednesday’s meeting was a “bad experience” regarding a testing process. 

Cheatham told the Daily News this involved BioReference, a lab in New Jersey, which the state of Michigan contracts 

with to process tests done by the National Guard. 

“In the past, the lab was unable to complete the tests and get the results back to the ordering physician,” Cheatham 

told the Daily News. “The National Guard says that problem is fixed now, and we’ll see.” 

Also during Wednesday’s meeting, Dr. Jennifer Morse, the medical director for the health department, reported that 

as of April 21, just 1.2% of Michigan residents had been tested since the start of the pandemic, but from May 15 to 

June 15, a total of 460,705 polymerase chain reaction tests were done, accounting for 4.6% of Michigan’s population. 

Morse said antibody tests, also known as serology tests, are not helpful in controlling the spread of the coronavirus 

because antibodies against the virus don’t form until after a person is no longer contagious. It is not yet known 

whether having antibodies means a person is immune to the virus or, if so, how long that immunity might last. 
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By Jim Lahde
jlahde@medianewsgroup.com 
@JimLahde on Twitter

Central Michigan University 
men’s basketball has added two 
new players to its roster in recent 
weeks in Meikkel Murray and Ma-
lik Muhammad.

On Wednesday CMU an-
nounced Murray would be joining 
the team while Muhammad’s ad-
dition was announced last week. 
Both will be available to play in 
the upcoming 2020-21 season.

Murray comes to CMU after 
two years at Coffeyville Commu-
nity College (Kan.) where he led 
the Red Ravens to a record of 26-8 
last season and earned NJCAA 
second-team All-American hon-
ors, He was also the 2019 confer-
ence ‘Freshman of the Year.’

The 6-foot-6, 190-pound guard, 
averaged 16.7 points and shot 
50-percent from the floor last sea-
son while averaging 7.4 rebounds. 
He reached the 20-point plateau 
11 times and had a season high of 
28 points.

“In Meikkel, we are getting 
someone that helped lead Cof-

MT. PLEASANT

CMU men’s 
hoops add two 
new players

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The Union Township Board of 
Trustees approved multiple new 
business items at their Wednes-
day, June 24 meeting.

The meeting was held via Zoom 
where community members could 
view online or listen through the 
phone.

The first item on the agenda was 
an approval for a bid from the Isa-
bella Corporation for construction 
of the Well No. 11 transmission line 
and access driveway at the Isabella 
Treatment Plant. The bid is in the 
amount of $118,055.

According to the board action 
request form from Public Service 
Director Kim Smith, the scope of 
service includes “installation of 475 
linear feet of 16 C900 DR 18 PVC 
water main, gate vales, flushing as-
sembly, live tap, placement of 15’ 
wide gravel driveway, site clearing 
and grading, and site restoration.” 
The project is expected to begin in 

UNION TWP.

Township 
trustees OK 
multiple 
agenda items

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANE KEON

An Environmental Protection Agency project manager had initially estimated a recovery of about four tanker loads of highly toxic DNAPL 
substance from the former Velsicol Chemical site as the Pine River Superfund Citizen’s Task Force continue cleanup efforts. One particular 
one-and-a-half acre site (Area 2) has yielded double that amount, demonstrating just how contaminated the site actually is.

DNAPL is shorthand for “dense, non-aqueous phase liquid,” generally 
a combination of highly toxic chemicals that do not dissolve in water. 
The ground must be heated to 110 degrees Celsius, or about 230 
degrees Farenheit, in order to liquefy the DNAPL for easier recovery. 
That process alone utilizes amounts of electricity costing an 
estimated $1 million a month, according to an EPA project official.

By Linda Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

No one on the Pine River 
Superfund Citizen’s Task 
Force was shocked at the huge 
amount of highly toxic waste 
being pulled from the ground 
as the cleanup in St. Louis is 
underway.

 Members have learned that 
when it comes to the Velsicol 
Chemical Superfund cleanup, 
everything is always much 
worse than expected.

 Environmental Protection 
Agency Project Manager Tom 
Alcamo had estimated that 
they would recover about four 
tanker truck loads of liquid 
DNAPL, said Jane Keon chair 
of the group.

 So far they’ve had eight 
tanker loads on just the on-
and-a-half-acre site (Area 2) 
and there’s no let-up yet.

 That’s  more than 50 tons 
of waste that’s been removed.

 DNAPL stands for dense, 
non-aqueous phase liquid that 
does not dissolve in water. It’s 
made up of a combination of 
chemicals that are highly toxic.

 “The waste is trucked to an 
EPA-licensed commercial facil-
ity in Arkansas where it is in-
cinerated,” she said.

 Keon pointed out that the 

EPA’s clean up of the 52-acre 
plant site is beginning with the 
“hot spots,” or the most dan-
gerous areas.

“Those are the sources of 
the continuing pollution of 
the river and the groundwa-
ter,” Keon said.

 Area 2, located in the north-
east corner of the plant site, is 
where the insecticide DDT was 
made and it’s near where the 
fire retardant PBB was made, 
she said.

 In order to pull the con-
tamination from the site, the 
ground is heated to 110 degrees 
Celsius. The heating makes the 
DNAPL more liquified, she said

 And it’s an expensive prop-
osition.

 Alcamo told members that 
the electricity required costs 
about $1 million a month, 
Keon said.

 “The EPA’s contract with 
the thermal destruction com-
pany, Cascade, called for 
the underground heating to 
cease on July 7.  Alcamo said 
there has been no reduction 
in the amount of waste com-
ing up, so heating will continue 
until they see “diminishing re-
turns,” she said.

They have also discovered 
something a bit different in 

ST. LOUIS

TOXIC RETURNS

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Nine recently confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 are connected to 
Central Michigan University, and 

a third Clare County person has 
died from the disease.

The first revelation first came 
shortly after Thursday morning’s 
CMU Board of Trustees meeting. 
The university circulated a state-
ment saying that seven cases of 
the disease had come from within 
the CMU community between 
March 26, when a student with 
the disease was found on campus, 
and Thursday.

Early Thursday afternoon, Cen-

tral Michigan District Health De-
partment Health Officer Steve 
Hall said it had grown to nine.

All of the cases are connected, 
he said. 

Cases in Isabella County have 
increased by 17 since June 16 
and cases across Michigan have 
started to increase.

Eight Isabella County residents 
have died from COVID-19.

The timing of the new cases 
has caused some speculation that 

they might have been related to 
protests held over the death of 
George Floyd, the Minneapolis 
man who died after a police offi-
cer kneeled on his neck for nine 
minutes.

None of Isabella County’s cases 
came from those protests, how-
ever, Hall said. No cases also came 
from outbreaks at the East Lan-
sing nightclub Harper’s, popular 
with college students, in which at 
least 43 people were infected.

The surge comes as cases 
across the state have increased. 
The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services an-
nounced Thursday another 353 
confirmed cases. 

The last time the state an-
nounced a single-day number of 
cases bigger was May 31, when the 
MDHHS announced 513 cases. 
New cases were in a downward 
trend then. There now appears to 
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this hot spot.
Alcamo told Keon that 

this DNAPL is different in 
appearance and consistency 
than the DNAPL drawn up 
from the one acre Area 1 
cleanup. 

The DNAPL from Area 
1 was black and that is be-
cause fuel might have been 
dumped there, Keon said.

Area 2’s contamination is 
clear and it smells different.

Samples have been sent 
to labs to determine the 
constituents, she said.

“The workers at the site, 
and the local residents, are 
protected from harm by 
several air monitoring sys-
tems. The thermal treat-
ment process treats both 
liquid and vapor toxins,” 
she said.

Workers at the site also 
wear the latest in high-tech 
hazmat gear.

Cleanup
FROM PAGE 1

mid to late summer 2020.
The bid was unanimously 

approved by the board of 
trustees.

Another item on the 
agenda was to consider ap-
proval of the Civil Engineer-
ing Services Proposal from 
Rowe Professional Services 
Company for completion of 
topographic surveys, con-
struction documents, bid-
ding assistance, and con-
struction engineering and 
administration services for 
new sidewalk construction 
and to authorize the Town-
ship Manager to sign the 
agreement.

The proposal is in the 
amount of $24,900 and the 
construction is expected to 
be on East Bluegrass Road, 
East Broomfield Road, and 
South Lincoln Road.

According to the action 
request from Mark Struhl-
dreher, “the new sections 
of public sidewalks will im-
prove overall safety for pe-
destrians in these areas, and 
will improve barrier-free ac-
cessibility for all township 

residents. The existing side-
walks

along East Bluegrass 
Road and East Broomfield 
Road are regularly used 
by residents in the area to 
reach nearby commercial 
businesses and offices, de-
spite some missing sections. 
The proposed sidewalk con-
nection along South Lincoln 
Road will help to improve 
pedestrian access to Mc-
Donald Park and the town-
ship Hall.”

The process of this proj-
ect is expected to begin at 
end of July and will continue 
through to September, with 
construction beginning in 
mid September.

The board approved this 
item unanimously by the 
board.

Union Township board of 
trustees also approved an 
alternative meeting date for 
the July 2020 Board of Re-
view meeting. The meeting 
will be held Thursday, July 
23rd at 5:30 p.m.

This meeting was previ-
ously supposed to be held 
on Tuesday, July 21st at 7 
p.m. and the change was 
made to eliminate schedul-
ing conflicts with the Plan-
ning Commission meeting.

Agenda
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feyville to a two-year re-
cord of 57-12, and two na-
tional tournament bids, in 
arguably the best JUCO 
conference in the country,” 
said CMU head coach Keno 
Davis in a press release. “In 
helping his team win, Meik-
kel also received many indi-
vidual accolades including 
being named All-American 
and player of the year in the 
east division of the Kansas 
Jayhawk Conference. Meik-
kel can impact the game on 
both ends of the court with 
his talent and the intensity 
with which he plays.”

As a freshman he av-
eraged 9.3 points and 7.1 
boards.

Muhammad is a 6-foot-9, 
235-pound power forward 
who comes to CMU from 
Los Angeles.

He played at East Los An-
geles College and helped 
his team to a record of 29-1 
last season en route to first-
team all-conference honors. 
He averaged 9.6 points, 7.5 
rebounds and two blocks 
per game last season and 
shot 56-percent from the 
floor. He had a season-best 
game of 20 points and 14 re-
bounds.

“We are thrilled to have 
Malik Muhammad in our 
program here at CMU,” 
said head coach Davis, 
who is entering his ninth 
season leading the Chippe-
was. “Malik comes from one 
of the premier programs in 
the country at East LA Col-
lege, which went 53-6 over 
the past two seasons. Ma-
lik also has the size and ath-
leticism to give our front-
court an immediate defen-
sive presence with his shot 
blocking and rebounding 
ability.”

The Chippewas gradu-
ated a ton of talent from 
their 2019-20 roster, in-
cluding six seniors who 
all played big-time roles. 
CMU went 14-18 overall 
and 7-11 in Mid-American 
Conference play and was 
bounced in the opening-
round of the MAC Tour-
nament.

Hoops
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Officers from two police 
agencies are investigating 
a pair of strongarm robber-
ies that occurred at two dif-
ferent cell phone stores on 
Thursday afternoon and 
that resulted in a car chase 
in Kent County.

Between 3:30 and 4 p.m., 
seven men wearing masks 
ran into Mt. Pleasant’s T-
Mobile store, 2330 S. Mis-
sion St., and began grab-
bing things, said Autume  
Balcom, MPPD spokes-
woman.

They ran out of the store 
and got into a car and drove 
off. A witness later gave in-
vestigating officers the li-
cense plate number from 

the car.
At approximately 3:46 

p.m., the same group of men 
did the same thing at a dif-
ferent cell phone in Union 
Township.

This time, a group of men 
targeted the AT&T store, 
4459 E. Bluegrass Road, said 
Det. Sgt. Joe McMillan, with 
the Mt. Pleasant post of the 
Michigan State Police. He 
couldn’t give a precise num-
ber and only said that it was 
several people.

After the suspects left, an 
advisory about the vehicle 
was issued.

The vehicle was later 
spotted by troopers and a 
chase ensued. It was ter-
minated when condi-
tions to continue it were  
deemed unsafe, McMillan 
said.

MT. PLEASANT

Robberies lead to chase

be an upward trend devel-
oping.

Midland County ac-
counted for three of those 
new cases, bringing its 
total to 120, with nine 
deaths. An additional case 
was announced in Mont-
calm County, bringing its 
totals to 77 cases and one 
death.

MDHHS a lso an-

nounced an additional 19 
deaths statewide, for a to-
tal of 5,887.

One of those deaths was 
in Clare County, it’s third. 
The deceased was a mid-
dle-aged man with under-
lying health conditions 
and who’d been hospital-
ized, CMDHD Health Of-
ficer Hall said.

People 60 and older 
comprise 87 percent of 
Michigan’s 5,887 deaths, 
but in Clare County, two of 
the three deaths have in-
volved middle aged people. 

The other was a woman, 
who also had underlying 
health conditions, who 
died in her home.

Clare County has had 
26 cases.

There were no addi-
tional cases or deaths in 
other mid-Michigan coun-
ties.

They include Gratiot 
County, with 82 cases 
and 13 deaths; 26 cases 
and one death in Glad-
win County; and 26 cases 
and two deaths in Mecosta 
County.

Virus
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

STATE BRIEFS

Tuition increase fails in tie vote 
by U-M board
ANN ARBOR » A tuition increase at the 
University of Michigan failed Thursday 
in a tie vote by the school’s governing 
board.

The 4-4 vote was a rare public sign 
of tension among regents and President 
Mark Schlissel’s administration.

Schlissel had proposed a 1.9% tuition 
increase at the Ann Arbor and Dearborn 
campuses and a 3.9% increase in Flint, 
where enrollment has been sliding.

Denise Ilitch said it’s “plain wrong” 
to raise tuition when families are facing 
uncertainty in the midst of a struggling 
economy and the coronavirus outbreak.

She said the university could use its 
multibillion-dollar endowment or other 
sources of money to support the budget. 
The fall term will start Aug. 31 with a 
mix of in-person and online classes.

Michigan voters to decide in 
November on data protections
LANSING » Michigan voters will decide in 
the November election if electronic data 
and communication should be consid-
ered personal property, safe from un-
reasonable search and seizure.

A bill to put the measure on the bal-
lot passed the state House on Wednes-
day. The ballot measure would amend 
the Michigan constitution to include 
electronic data and electronic com-
munications as items law enforcement  
would require a search warrant to ac-
cess. 

If passed, the amendment would ap-
ply the same protections to “person, 
houses, papers and possessions” that are 
in the state constitution and the Fourth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

— Compiled by The Associated Press
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To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

FREDERICK R. “FRITZ” REEDEED

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-la
w, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
After a months-long hiatus, plans are once again in the works for a meeting to discuss a long-term solution for
the inadequate septic systems in Riverdale.
 Though a date has yet to be determined, representatives from the Water Resources Department (WRD) of
Michigan’s Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) and the Mid-Michigan
District HealthDepartment (MMDHD) are planning to sit down in the coming weeks with members of the
Seville Township board and Riverdale Citizens Sewer Committee. Plans for this meeting began in early March,
but were put on hold when COVID-19 related shutdowns were rolled out throughout the state just two weeks
later.
With current COVID-19 restrictions, only 10 people would be allowed to be physically present in the meeting
room, but Cheri Meyer of the WRD said that both her department and the MMDHD would be able to meet
virtually.
To be discussed at the meeting is what “long-term solution” is best for Riverdale and Seville Township in
regards to the problem of inadequate septic systems. As the heart of the issue are 12 properties whose septic
systems were discovered to be directly connected into the county storm drain and were discharging raw septage
into the Pine River.
After Riverdale citizens were informed of the pollution, they led an effective grassroots campaign to disconnect
those 12 properties and stop the pollution. According to Bob Lombard, chairman of the Riverdale Citizens
Sewer Committee, 11 of those properties currently either have a permit on file for new septic systems, or have
already installed new septic systems. Properties who have yet to install a system are currently on “pump-and-
haul.”
While the WRD and the MMDHD acknowledge the efforts of the township to disconnect the properties, they
continue to disagree with the citizens committee and township board on what the most appropriate long-term
solution would be. The WRD, supported by the MMDHD, would like to see Riverdale install a municipal
wastewater treatment system to ensure no further septic problems occur in the community. And in addition to the
original 12 properties, the departments have raised concerns over another 68 properties in Riverdale that have
undocumented septic tanks, and wish to see each of those systems officially evaluated.
Riverdale and Seville Township are firmly against installing a community-wide system, as the cost would be
over twice as many thousands of dollars per household than the cost to reinstall or update a septic system. The
Riverdale Citizens Sewer Committee and the Seville Township board have worked extensively to convince the
WRD that fixing the individual failing septic systems would be more than adequate to stop the pollution.
Among other measures, they’ve gone door-to-door, completed hundreds of water quality tests and commissioned
an engineering study to examine the feasibility of a permanent septic solution. And in regards to the 68
properties Lombard contends that it’s “not illegal” to not have a permit on file for an existing system, pointing
out that these undocumented systems exist throughout the county and the state.
The upcoming meeting will be an attempt for all parties to get on the same page months after communication
stagnated. But Lombard feels that even before the COVID-19 delay, this process has dragged out far too long.
“It’s infuriating to a majority of us that we’re still at this point without a clean bill of health.… We’ve stopped
[the pollution], and want to move on,” Lombard said.
For the WRD, Meyer said that her department is “open to any plan that addresses the failing septic systems in a
timely manner, while complying with our state’s rules and regulations.” At the same time, the WRD wants to
ensure that the solution is both long-term and thorough so that “people do not have to be concerned about
potential impacts to their drinking water wells and can safely recreate in the Pine River.”
“We want to determine what is best for the citizens of Riverdale both financially, and to protect public health and
the environment,” she said.
Liz Braddock, environmental health director with the MMDHD, wanted to emphasize that her department is
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“not against the community” of Riverdale.
“We want to come up with a long-term plan,” she said. “We just have a difference of opinion.”
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Kristen McMath hands menus to Steve and
Mary Thelen, who enjoyed their first restaurant
meal since the beginning of the pandemic at
Bravehearts in Alma last Friday evening.
Restaurants across Gratiot have each
implemented a COVID-19 response plan to
keep their employees and patrons safe. (Herald
photo – Selmon)

Owner Merlin Gable smiles under his mask at
The Hearthstone Oven in Ithaca, which began
welcoming in-person diners back last month.
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Workers at Pizza Sam are busy prepping pizzas
for carry-out. The Alma restaurant has opted to
keep their dining room closed for the time
being.

By Emma Selmon
Herald Staff Writer
After nearly three months of COVID-19 closure, many of Gratiot’s bars and restaurants are once again open for
in-person patrons. These businesses have been able to open their dining rooms to the public since June 8, though
some county eateries have opted to stick to takeout-only operations.
 A number of county residents have been out to eat at local restaurants since then, but others are still hesitant to
dine outside of their homes — especially after at least 170 COVID-19 cases have been linked to an outbreak at
an East Lansing bar in June.
But Gratiot County doesn’t really have establishments like Harper’s Restaurant and Brewpub, a “college town
bar” with a dance floor, said Liz Braddock, environmental health director with the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department (MMDHD). In fact, most of Gratiot’s bars were not affected by last week’s executive order closing
establishments like Harper’s, indoor bars whose alcohol sales account for over 70 percent of their gross receipts.
Braddock said that the “mom-and-pop” bars and restaurants found in Gratiot’s communities are not thought to
be major sources of community COVID-19 spread — and if restaurant employees and patrons all follow the
safety measures put in place, Gratiot’s families can enjoy a meal at their favorite local restaurants with peace of
mind.
“If restaurants have a COVID response plan that is adequate and is being implemented on a daily basis, then the
restaurants are protecting their employees, and protecting the clients, from COVID spread,” Braddock said.
In Gratiot County, there are 126 licensed food service facilities, and the MMDHD has always played an integral
role in ensuring the safety of these establishments. Even in pre-pandemic times, they conduct twice-annual
unannounced inspections to provide health and safety information and to make sure that restaurants are
“following good practices to provide safe food to the community,” Braddock said.
And as the COVID shutdowns changed restaurant operations, the MMDHD’s role in restaurant safety evolved as
well. From offering advice and guidance for curbside pickup to sharing a dining room reopening toolkit, the
department has been instrumental in helping these businesses safely navigate the pandemic.
In-person inspections were suspended when dining rooms first closed on March 16, but the MMDHD has
continued to provide these businesses with COVID-19 safety information and resources via phone and email
throughout the COVID crisis. And now that restrictions have been lifted, in-person inspections have resumed
with a renewed focus on COVID-19 policies and procedures.
COVID-19 safety procedures differ in some ways from typical food safety measures due to the nature of the way
the disease spreads. Unlike the typical illnesses restaurants focus on preventing, COVID-19 is not foodborne,
meaning “there is no evidence that COVID is spread through food,” Braddock said.
Instead, COVID-19 is spread through personal interactions, via respiratory droplets released when individuals
cough, talk, or sneeze. According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the more an individual interacts
with others and the longer they interact with others, the risk of COVID-19 spread is heightened.
So the concern of COVID-19 spread in restaurants comes not from the food itself, but from the gathering of
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people for prolonged periods of time. But with proper precautions put in place, this risk can be greatly reduced.
The MMDHD requires each restaurant to have a COVID-19 response plan tailored the unique operations of their
facility. Braddock said that one of the most important aspects of a restaurant’s COVID response is maintaining
social distancing. Under current guidelines, restaurant capacity must be reduced by 50 percent, and party seating
must be separated by at least six feet.
It’s also important for employees to wear masks, and for patrons to wear masks when they are out of their seats,
she said. Additionally, employees must be screened daily for COVID-19 symptoms, travel and potential
exposures. Increased sanitization of frequently-touched surfaces is also important.
Braddock said that while the MMDHD has received some complaints from patrons with concerns about
COVID-19 protocols in food service facilities, for the most part, Gratiot’s bars and restaurants have done a good
job implementing these safety procedures.
“I think the restaurants have adapted well to the requirements that the executive orders put on them,” she said.
Among the local restaurants who have reopened their dining room is The Hearthstone Oven in Ithaca. Owner
Merlin Gable said that the business has taken several additional steps to reduce the risk of COVID-19, including
installing touchless faucets in the restrooms and adding outdoor seating options.
Throughout the pandemic, Hearthstone’s bakery and takeout services have remained open for business. Gable
said their frozen casseroles were particularly popular throughout the shutdown. And since they’ve reopened for
in-person meals, the business has seen a steady stream of dine-in customers.
“Basically, our June has been like any other June,” Gable said. “We haven’t been making up for lost time, so to
speak, but our sales have been steady with previous Junes.”
Though they are limited to half their normal capacity, Gable said that Hearthstone has not yet had any issues
with exceeding their limited seating. And for the most part, he thinks that the COVID-19 changes shouldn’t be
too burdensome to maintain.
“We haven’t ever been overwhelmed yet with people crowding to come in, so as long as people are patient, it
should work,” he said.
Bravehearts in Alma also hasn’t run into any capacity issues since they’ve reopened. Although Bravehearts was
not affected by last week’s executive order, owner Charles Chapman thinks that “most people are still pretty
cautious about going out to restaurants.” Even so, dine-in business has been good, and patrons have been glad to
be back, he said.
“Everybody’s ecstatic,” Chapman said. “The first week we were open, we were very busy, even at half-
capacity.”
Chapman said that customers who are not comfortable visiting Bravehearts in person have still been supportive
of the business, with many customers continuing to order takeout as they have throughout the shutdown.
And for another Alma business, Pizza Sam, carry-out is the only service they’re offering. Because of the
uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, the longtime Alma restaurant has chosen not to reopen their
dining room for now.
Owner Vinnie Ortisi said that before the pandemic, carry-out made up about 70 percent of their sales, so when
COVID-19 hit in March, “business really didn’t change at all.” Because their carry-out has been so successful,
it’s easier for the business to keep the dining room closed for the time being — especially if Michigan moves
backwards in COVID-19 progress and has to shut down dining rooms again anyway, he said.
“We’re very fortunate to be able to just kind of shut the restaurant inside down and still put out a good amount of
pizzas every day in order to stay busy,” he said.
All three business owners said that for the most part, patrons have been understanding about the COVID-19
safety protocols, though each has encountered a handful of customers who aren’t thrilled about the changes. But
as Hearthstone’s Gable pointed out, these measures are put in place for the well-being of the community, and
local restaurants are “all doing the best [they] can” to safely serve customers in these uncertain times.
“With the difficulties small businesses are currently facing, we just ask customers to be patient, nonjudgmental,
and support local business,” he said.
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