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EGLE Water Resources Director Cheri Meyer (left) and Riverdale Citizen’s Committee 

Chairman Bob Lombard (center) look on as EGLE Aquatic Biology Specialist Molly Rippke 

(right) takes a surface water sample at Lumberjack Road just outside Seville Township on 

Monday. (Herald photo – Selmon) 

Riverdale Citizens Upset By Unannounced 

Water Testing 

By Emma Selmon 

Herald News Editor 
Riverdale residents were surprised to find state officials taking water samples in their community 

on Monday morning — less than a week after they were last assured that they would be notified 

when the agency would do any testing in the township. 

Three members of the Water Resources Division, a subset of the Michigan Department of 

Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE), arrived in Riverdale early Monday morning to 

sample waters for E. coli. 

The testing had been requested by the Riverdale Citizen’s Committee at a virtual meeting with 

EGLE and the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) last Wednesday evening. 

The meeting resumed discussions for a long-term solution to septic issues in Riverdale, which 

were identified two years ago when systems at 12 properties were discovered to be directly 

connected to a county drain. 
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Bob Lombard, Chairman of the Riverdale Citizen’s Committee, said that it was an “accident” 

that the townspeople even found out that EGLE was there on Monday. The grandson of a fellow 

committee member was working on a property in the area when he happened to notice the 

agency arrive around 8:30 a.m., and promptly notified the committee. 

Lombard said the committee members are “very upset” that EGLE did not tell them exactly 

when they would perform the sampling, especially since they had been promised last year by the 

director of EGLE that the committee would be notified of — and allowed to observe — any and 

all testing. 

That assurance was reiterated in last Wednesday’s meeting, when Lombard “repeatedly” 

reminded EGLE of this agreement. Lombard told The Herald that there was “no reason” for 

EGLE not to make the township aware of their plans on Monday. 

“This truly affects our trust,” Lombard said. 

Cheri Meyer, the Lansing district supervisor of the Water Resources Department, was among the 

EGLE representatives on the call on Wednesday and onsite Monday morning. She said that she 

had sent out an email on Friday to everyone who was a part of last week’s meeting to confirm 

that the water testing would take place in the coming week, weather permitting. 

She said that the decision to test on Monday morning specifically was “really last-minute” 

because the agency wanted to take advantage of the favorable weather conditions. She 

apologized to the townspeople, saying that she “didn’t realize” that the Friday email was not a 

sufficient notification. 

Tish Mallory, Seville Township supervisor, confirmed that she had received this email from 

Meyer, but said that she and the committee were expecting a follow-up message with a specific 

date and time so that they could observe the sampling. She said that they have made it “crystal 

clear” that they wanted to know exactly when any testing would occur. 

Mallory said she was “concerned” that they did not receive such communication from EGLE. 

“It’s unfortunate that [they’re] not being transparent, and that’s all we’re asking for,” she said. 

“We don’t have anything to hide…we just want to be aware of what’s going on.” 

Another concern the committee had with the testing on Monday was the fact that EGLE intends 

to sample only one day — and that they had no intention to do any water quality testing in the 

area before the committee asked for it on Wednesday. 

Lombard pointed out that it was water quality testing that led to the discovery of the 12 directly-

connected properties two years ago, which Riverdale citizens promptly worked to disconnect. He 

is confident that testing will reveal that the community is no longer contributing to the high E. 

coli counts in the Pine River, noting that their own water quality tests have repeatedly shown that 

the river is cleaner immediately downstream of Riverdale than it is upstream. 

Lombard said that to get a full assessment of the water quality, multiple sampling events should 

occur over a number of days. The fact that EGLE will only sample one day — and that they did 

not plan to sample before it was brought up at the Wednesday meeting — suggests to Lombard 

that the department is more focused on getting a community sewer system installed than fixing 

pollution in the Pine River. 

“We believe that if they were really concerned about the pollution at this point in time, given 

what we already know by our own testing last year, they should be upstream looking, because 

what’s coming downstream is much worse than what’s coming out of Riverdale,” he said. 

Molly Rippke, aquatic biology specialist with EGLE’s Water Resources Division, collected 

samples from at least nine locations on Monday. Rippke confirmed that they “ideally” would 

collect samples over multiple days as Lombard said, but it is “a little too late in the year to be 

beginning such a long-term study.” 



When asked if EGLE would have done more water quality testing if the meeting request had 

happened a few months ago, Rippke told the Herald that “this situation was not typical” in that it 

did not come through the department’s formal request process, which is in place in part to make 

best use of the department’s budget. 

“We don’t have the resources to monitor every water body in Michigan all the time,” she said. 

In the meeting on Wednesday, Meyer defended her department’s decision not to focus their 

efforts on water quality testing. She explained that surface water testing would not catch all 

failing septic systems in the community. Instead, the most “defensible” process to determine 

whether septic failure is widespread in Riverdale would be to evaluate the systems that lack 

documentation. 

The MMDHD and the Citizen’s Committee disagreed at the start of the meeting on how many 

properties actually lack documentation. Liz Braddock, the MMDHD’s environmental health 

division director, said that 68 properties lack records with the health department. Lombard, 

however, said that upon reviewing records from the company who installed the systems, Security 

Septic, only 18 properties lack documentation, and seven of those are vacant. 

EGLE and the MMDHD would like to see evaluations completed on some of these properties to 

determine if the systems are functioning correctly, so it was determined at the meeting that the 

Citizen’s Committee and the MMDHD would get together in the coming days to review the 

documents and determine which properties should be prioritized for evaluation. 

They also agreed that EGLE, in addition to testing water samples in the community, would also 

look into financial assistance for the cost of the evaluations. The MMDHD offers septic system 

evaluations for $196 per property, which could be subsidized by a 50 percent matching grant 

from EGLE. 

EGLE’s Meyer said that she is “looking forward” to working with the township and MMDHD to 

“determine the status” of these properties. 

“We were happy to start working on a plan moving forward so that we can evaluate these 

properties to protect public health and the environment,” she said. 

Much of the hour-and-a-half-long meeting was devoted to discussing these undocumented 

properties, and less time was spent focusing on the original properties that prompted these 

discussions two years ago. Lombard shared that of the original 12 properties that were directly 

connected to the county drain, four have their septic systems up and running. Of the remaining 

eight, four have permits issued and are awaiting construction, two are pending approval, one has 

a tank-only system due to a local contaminant from a former gas station, and one is vacant. 

The meeting was primarily comprised of individuals from the Seville Township Board, 

Riverdale Citizens Committee, EGLE and MMDHD, but they were joined by Gratiot County 

Drain Commissioner Bernie Barnes, Gratiot Conservation District Adminstrator Julie Spencer, 

and State Senator Rick Outman. 

The group will reconvene for a follow-up meeting in the coming weeks.  
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The historical Clare Railway
Depot is joining in the week-long
observance of Rail Safety Week
sponsored by Operation Lifesaver.

The goal of Rail Safety Week
is to raise awareness of the need
for rail safety education and em-
power the general public to keep
themselves safe near highway-
rail grade crossings and railroad
rights-of-way.

The observance, which runs
Monday through Sunday, is spon-
sored by Operation Lifesaver, a
nonprofit public safety education
and awareness organization ded-
icated to reducing collisions, fa-
talities and injuries at highway-
rail crossings and preventing
trespassing on or near railroad
tracks.

A national network of trained
volunteers gives free presenta-
tions on rail safety and oversees
a public awareness campaign.

Every year more than 2,100
North Americans are killed or
seriously injured because of un-
safe behavior around tracks and
trains.

Operation Lifesaver, with pro-
grams in the U.S. and Canada,
works to prevent these incidents.

“Rail Safety Week has grown
each year. Last year’s event raised
awareness with millions of peo-
ple across North America on the
importance of safe behavior near
tracks and trains, in support of
OLI’s mission to save lives,” said
Rachel Maleh, executive director
of Operation Lifesaver.

CLARE COUNTY

Clare train depot
joins safety
awareness effort
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An elderly man who was hospitalized became the second Isabella County person to die
of COVID-19in less than a week and twelfth overall.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

An elderly man who was hospitalized became
the second Isabella County person to die of CO-
VID-19 in less than a week and twelfth overall.

The man was infected as part of a two-person
household cluster of cases, the only additional
information available; it’s been standard prac-
tice by the Central Michigan District Health De-
partment to withhold names of COVID deaths
to protect the privacy of families.

The man was not linked to the 288 cases con-
nected to CMU’s return to campus, said Steve
Hall, CMDHD health officer.

He was the second COVID death reported in
less than a week and the third in September. An
elderly woman died from it Sept. 12, and there
is no information that connects the two. The
month’s first death was reported Sept. 1. Before
that, it had been since July 9 since anyone in the
county had died of the disease.

Another death was reported June 12.
The biggest number of deaths in the county

came from a single outbreak in April at the Isa-
bella County Medical Care Facility. There, four
residents died and another 18 were later reported
recovered. The state’s COVID-19 database said
that a total of 24 residents and 16 staff at the fa-
cility have contracted COVID-19.

A resident of MediLodge of Mt. Pleasant who
contracted the disease at the facility and was
hospitalized died in early April, the county’s only
other nursing home death.

Before that, an elderly woman was reported
as having died from the disease April 1, and the
county’s first death was recorded when an el-
derly man died from the disease on March 28.

ISABELLA COUNTY

COUNTY RECORDS SECOND
COVID DEATH IN A WEEK
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A federal grant to provide sup-
port for victims of sexual assault
at the Saginaw Chippewa Indian
Tribe is among two totaling almost
$1 million awarded to mid-Michi-
gan agencies.

Assisting adult and child vic-
tims of sexual assault will be the
focus of a $309,199 grant to the
Tribe from the U.S. Department
of Justice.

The grant was made from the
Justice Department’s Tribal Sexual
Assault Services Program and will
help victims with services includ-
ing intervention, advocacy, and ac-
companying victims to court.

The U.S. Department of Justice
announced the two grants in mid-
Michigan last week.

Receiving a $625,000 grant was
the Midland-based Council on Do-
mestic Violence and Sexual As-
sault. The grant from the depart-
ment’s Transitional Housing Pro-
gram will help the organization
provide temporary, safe housing
for survivors of domestic violence
in mid Michigan.

“Whether it’s providing victims
with secure, temporary housing
while they begin a new chapter of
their lives or providing support for
them when they face their abuser
in court, this funding will make a
meaningful difference in the lives
of survivors of domestic and sexual
abuse in mid Michigan,” said U.S.
Rep. John Moolenaar, R-Midland.

As a member of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, Congress-
man Moolenaar voted for legisla-
tion last December that funded the
Justice Department and its grant
programs that help survivors of do-
mestic violence.

MT. PLEASANT

Tribe gets
federal grant
to help sexual
assault victims

Victim is 12th overall in pandemic

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

The COVID-19 outbreak at
Luce Road Early Childhood
Learning Center increased by
283% in one week, going from
six to 23. Outside of colleges
and universities, it is currently
the biggest school-related out-
break in Michigan.

Both students and staff have
reported cases of the disease,
according to the MDHHS web-
site, which is updated every
week at 3 p.m. Monday. Luce’s
student body includes children
in pre-school to first grade.

The school is also less than a
mile from Alma College, which
the state says has 12 cases. The
Alma College dashboard says
that actually there are 17 CO-
VID-19 cases in its community.
That is an increase of seven
since last Tuesday, when the
college reported 10.

Gratiot County’s cases in-
creased by 10 from Thursday
to Monday afternoon, going
from 208 to 218. They have in-
creased by 20 since last Mon-
day, when the state announced
six cases at the school.

In-school education was
halted at Luce after a sec-
ond case was identified ear-
lier this month. Alma School
District officials announced a
two-week hiatus in in-person
classes starting Sept. 8.

Classes resumed Friday
based on guidance from Mid
Michigan District Health De-
partment, the district’s super-
intendent’s office said.

Fifteen people in Gratiot
County have died from CO-

VID-19.
The area’s biggest school-

related outbreak is at Central
Michigan University, which as
of the last update by the Cen-
tral Michigan District Health
Department on Friday had
grown by 22 confirmed cases
over the previous week.

CMDHD’s weekly CMU-re-
lated update had the number
of cases at 304, 288 of which
were confirmed and 16 proba-
ble. That is 48% of the coun-
ty’s overall number of con-
firmed cases, which on Mon-
day increased to 598. The 16
probable cases associated with
CMU’s return to school is, by
contrast, just 21.6% of the
county’s 74 probable cases.

Over the same time, CMU
reported nine cases. The dif-
ference between the health de-
partment’s reporting and the

university’s is that the univer-
sity uses a much narrower defi-
nition of associated cases.

CMDHD reporting includes
secondary cases caused by for-
mer students and members of
the broader community who
have had contact with CO-
VID-positive people associ-
ated with CMU. It is a num-
ber more reflective of the dis-
ease’s actual spread related to
an outbreak.

Twelve people in Isabella
County have died from CO-
VID-19, including three in Sep-
tember. The third September
death, the second in less than a
week, occurred Thursday and
involved an elderly man who
was hospitalized.

That death was not associ-
ated with the CMU return-to-
school outbreak.

Two other mid-Michigan

counties have seen a signifi-
cant boost in confirmed cases
from post-secondary school
outbreaks.

In Mecosta County, the
number of cases increased by
18, from 164 Thursday to Mon-
day’s 182, buoyed by an out-
break at Ferris State Univer-
sity that includes 57 students.
Two people have died there
from the disease.

Since Thursday, cases in
Midland County have in-
creased by 32, from 442 on
Thursday to 474 on Monday,
with 11 deaths. Some of those
cases include an outbreak at
Northwood University that in-
cludes 55 students.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, the number of confirmed
cases in Clare County pushed
past the 100 mark, increasing
from 98 last Thursday to 102
on Monday. Four people have
died there.

Two more cases were an-
nounced in Gladwin County
since Thursday, bringing the
number from 80 to 82. Two
people have died. In Montcalm
County, another 15 cases were
confirmed between Thursday
and Monday, bringing their to-
tal confirmed cases from 252
to 267, with five deaths.

Around the state, another
1,536 cases were announced
for a cumulative total of
117,406. Those numbers reflect
confirmed cases from both
Saturday and Sunday, with a
two-day average of 768. Twelve
more deaths were announced
for a total of 6,665.

The death rate, more techni-
cally known as the case fatal-
ity rate, fell from 5.8% to 5.7%.

MID-MICHIGAN

COVID-19 outbreak associated with
Alma elementary grows by 283%

IMAGE COURTESY OF MICHIGAN.GOV

Around the state, another 1,536cases were announced for a
cumulative total of 117,406.
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Local Health Officials Encourage Flu Shot in Wake of COVID
Pandemic

Posted on Wednesday, September 23rd, 2020 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this
entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

The Rite Aid on Wright Avenue in Alma
encourages passersby to stop in and get their flu
vaccine. This year in particular, it’d be best to
heed that advice, as it’s possible to contract both
COVID-19 and the flu at the same time, and
patients who do are at a much higher risk of
suffering serious complications. (Herald photo –
Selmon)

By Emma Selmon
Herald News Editor
It may be as early as November, or it might come around the new year. It may arrive even later than that. No one
is quite sure of the timeline, but a COVID-19 vaccine is on its way, and local health organizations are hard at
work to prepare for it.
But for both the Mid-Michigan Health Department (MMDHD) and the local MidMichigan Health hospital
system, these preparations involve an emphasis on different vaccines — ones that are already available.
Thanks to training grant dollars from the state, the MMDHD has been collaborating with other local health
departments on their approach to COVID-19 vaccine preparations, said Marcus Cheatham, health officer. A
three part plan is in the works, the final part of which will be to administer the COVID-19 vaccine when it
arrives.
But for now, the focus is on ensuring that children are up-to-date on their routine inoculations — and that
everyone who is able to is getting their flu shot.
These efforts may seem unrelated to the pandemic, but they serve two important purposes. They will lay the
groundwork for the rapid immunization of a large number of people, which is helpful for when a COVID-19
vaccine is eventually available. And, by preventing concurrent outbreaks of other diseases, they will ensure that
a public health crisis doesn’t get worse.
“We’ve got to try to make sure we don’t have these other outbreaks, whether it’s measles or flu, in the middle of
COVID,” Cheatham said. “So it’s like a triple threat that we’re getting here.”
Since the summer, the MMDHD has been working to get back on track with the routine childhood vaccinations
that were put on hold due to COVID-19. When health departments were closed to in-person work for a few
months near the beginning of the pandemic, many children fell behind in these inoculations.
Cheatham said that it’s going to be “very, very challenging” for health departments to “get caught up on
childhood immunizations,” but it’s important to do so. It protects the population from outbreaks of preventable
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illnesses — something that’s especially vital during COVID-19.
And now that fall is here, the MMDHD is also working on the second part of their plan — trying to weaken an
epidemic that hits every year.
The Flu Vaccine: “More Important Than Ever Before”
The onset of this year’s flu season marks a particular challenge, as the country had already been hit hard by
another potentially deadly respiratory virus.
The good news is that flu, unlike COVID, is a vaccine-preventable disease. The bad news is that there just aren’t
enough people taking advantage of that vaccine.
Even in a non-pandemic year, it’s a struggle to get enough Michiganders to get their flu shot.
According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), just 46 percent of Michigan residents over 6 months old
received a flu vaccine for the 2018–19 flu season. That’s below the national average of just over 49 percent —
and not enough to “really blunt the flu epidemic that we have every winter,” Cheatham said.
Because the flu is a potentially deadly virus on its own, the flu shot is something health agencies encourage
every year. But this year, with the COVID-19 pandemic still in full force, it’s “more important than ever before
to get the flu vaccine,” according to Lydia Watson, senior vice president and chief medical officer of
MidMichigan Health.
The flu season in the United States begins in late fall and ends in early spring, so the upcoming season actually
won’t be the first time Michigan has seen COVID-19 and the flu at the same time. The 2019–20 flu season was
just winding down when the novel coronavirus first hit in early March.
What’s different about the coming months is that both the COVID-19 pandemic and the 2020–21 flu season will
overlap in full force — and if the flu epidemic isn’t mitigated by widespread immunization, this overlap will be
dangerous.

Two Deadly Viruses
Early in the pandemic, Watson said that MidMichigan Health would routinely co-test suspected COVID patients
for both the novel coronavirus and other common respiratory illnesses, like flu or strep. Several of the patients
that did test positive for COVID-19 also tested positive for another respiratory illness as well.
“It was not unusual to see patients test positive for either both COVID and flu or COVID and strep,” Watson
said.
For patients with both COVID and the flu, it’s tough to tell which virus is causing which symptoms, Watson
said. Fever, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, and fatigue are just a few of the symptoms that are indicative
of either virus. One symptom that is particular to COVID-19, however, is a change or loss of tase or smell.
Regardless of what virus is responsible for the symptoms, there is a very real possibility individuals who
simultaneously contract COVID-19 and the flu will be “more significantly ill” than if they had contracted only
one or the other.
“If you end up with both, there’s more of a chance of ending up needing to be hospitalized in the intensive care
unit, and potentially even dying,” Watson said.
For Watson, she think’s it’s “important to remember” that flu alone is a potentially lethal virus. Young children,
pregnant women, and adults over the age of 65 are most at risk for flu complications, along with adults with
chronic illnesses, such as heart or lung disease or diabetes.
Watson said that each year, 23,000 to 61,000 people in the United States die from the flu. Last year, six children
in Michigan died from that virus.
COVID-19 has an even higher fatality rate: that virus has killed 200,000 people in the United States in just six
months.
The combination of COVID-19 and flu brings back into the equation one of the early pandemic fears —
overwhelming hospitals. Watson said that if Michigan enters this flu season with the same level of vaccination
they’ve seen over recent years, there is “absolutely” a possibility that hospitals will be overrun with critically ill
patients.
Deathly ill flu patients — whether they also have COVID or not — also require hospital beds, intensive care unit
space and ventilators.
For Watson, the “biggest reason” to get a flu shot this year is to prevent hospitals from being overrun.
“If less people get flu that requires hospitalization, then we won’t overwhelm our hospitals with seriously ill flu
patients on top of our seriously ill COVID patients, especially those that may need to go into the intensive care
units or use ventilation,” she said.
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Getting Your Shot
Each flu season features a different strain of the virus, so it’s important to get a flu shot every year, Watson said.
But because the vaccine is not 100 percent effective, it’s important that as many people as possible get the flu
shot to establish herd immunity, the MMDHD’s Cheatham said.
“[It’s] really one of those shots where my shot protects you, your shot protects me,” he said. “Unless we both get
it, we’re not protected, and almost every year, we fail to get there.”
Cheatham said that the flu vaccine is only 60 to 70 percent protective of the individual. This is because there is a
degree of guesswork involved in developing the yearly flu vaccine: developers track the virus as it spreads
across the globe and try to determine which strain will be the most common in the United States, Watson said.
If the vaccine isn’t the best match, it is possible for someone who got their flu shot to contract the virus later on.
But even so, the vaccine helps: Watson said that those who get their flu shot reduce their risk of being admitted
to the hospital by 40 to 60 percent. They reduce their risk of ending up in the intensive care unit by 60 to 80
percent, and they “significantly” reduce their risk of death.
Watson said that a common misconception that deters “many people” from getting their flu shot is the fear that
the shot itself will make them sick, even though health providers know that “the flu vaccine does not and cannot
cause flu.”
The flu vaccine contains the inactivated flu virus, or it is made with proteins from that flu virus, Watson said.
When it is injected into a patient’s system, it causes their body to produce antibodies that can fight off the virus
if they do encounter it.
It is possible to experience some mild side effects as these antibodies are being produced — “some degree of
muscle ache, fatigue, sometimes nausea, sometimes headache, sometimes a low-grade fever,” Watson said. But
the majority of people do not experience any side effects, which are “mild and short-lived” anyway.
“When people get those symptoms, they think they got the flu from the vaccine. But that’s actually meaning
your antibodies are developing, and your response is actually good,” Watson said. “That’s a healthy set of
symptoms to be having.”
Getting a COVID vaccine is important for the health of the community, especially to protect those who can’t get
a vaccine due to allergies or medical issues, Watson said. And Cheatham pointed out that it’s also important to
stay healthy while schools and workplaces are using symptom-based screenings to keep potential COVID
carriers out.
If 10 or 15 percent of the population winds up with flu, this symptom-based screening is “going to be just a
mess.”
“Maybe they should be screened out — maybe they shouldn’t be in school if they have flu — but they’ll be put
into the 14-day quarantine for COVID if they have these symptoms, which is not what we want to do,”
Cheatham said. We want them back in school as soon as possible.”
The measures that are encouraged to slow the spread of COVID-19, like hand hygiene, masking and social
distancing, do help to slow the spread of flu as well, but are not protective enough to skip out on your yearly flu
shot. Watson pointed out that just as COVID cases continue to rise, the flu will spread as well if people do not
get vaccinated.
Watson said that flu shots are available though local health departments, primary care providers, or retailers such
as Walgreens or Walmart. As with all health care in the era of COVID-19, she emphasized that it is safe to go
out and get your flu shot, but recommends calling ahead.  
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Three students at Luce Road
Early Childhood Learning Cen-
ter were infected by COVID-19
as part of that school’s outbreak.
The outbreak also involved six
staff members and 13 people who
were secondary cases.

First reported as 23 cases on
the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services web-

Three children
infected in Luce
Road elementary
COVID outbreak

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A third Isabella County person
has died of COVID-19 in less than
two weeks, bringing the county’s
total deaths to 13.

An elderly woman with under-
lying health conditions died Mon-
day, said Steve Hall, health offi-
cer for Central Michigan District
Health Department. The woman
was not one of the 288 confirmed
cases that are part of CMU’s re-
turn to campus outbreak.

Four Isabella County people
have died of COVID-19 in Isa-
bella County since Sept. 1, making
it the second deadliest month so
far. Only April, when five people
died, has seen more county resi-
dents die from the disease.

CORONAVIRUS

Third
Isabella
virus death
in less than
two weeks

From CMU Athletics

Central Michigan University
President Bob Davies announced
Amy Folan as the university’s next
Associate Vice President/Direc-
tor of Athletics after a nationwide
search.

Folan brings to CMU extensive
experience in collegiate athletics,
with special focus on fundraising
and compliance, Davies said.

“I am thrilled to welcome Amy
Folan to Central Michigan Univer-
sity and the Mount Pleasant com-

munity,” Davies said. “Our goal
was to find a person who would
continue, if not steepen, our up-
ward trajectory. Amy’s past accom-
plishments and proven leadership
skills will have an immediate and
positive impact.”

Davies also recognized Folan’s
ability to tackle tough issues head
on and turn them around.

“Amy is a well-respected leader
and will be an outstanding repre-
sentative of CMU Athletics, our
student-athletes and our entire
university community,” Davies

said. “An incredible passion for stu-
dent-athletes, combined with her
experience and leadership in fund-
raising and compliance, positioned
her as the best fit to take our ath-
letics program to the next level.”

Folan joins CMU from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, where
she has served as executive senior
associate athletics director since
2012. In her current role, Folan

oversees the Longhorn Founda-
tion, the fundraising arm of Texas
Athletics, and the Texas Athletics
ticket office. In addition, she sup-
ports the Texas athletics director
with special projects and strategic
initiatives, including various daily
business operations.

Under Folan’s leadership, the
Longhorn Foundation recorded
six of the most successful fund-
raising years in its history. In 2019,
the foundation boasted its largest
membership and Annual Fund to-

MT. PLEASANT

CMU names new athletic director

Amy Folan

By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Clare County should be a go
for trick-or-treating next month
while the rest of mid-Michigan
is safe to proceed with greater
precautions, according to a de-
tailed map released by a Hal-
loween costume trade group.

Clare got the green light from
the Halloween and Costume As-
sociation based on data gath-
ered and analyzed by the Har-
vard Global Health Institute
that analyzded Covid cases,
deaths and more on a county
level nationwide.

With 108 cased and four
deaths, Clare County is one of
six of Michigan’s 83 counties to
get a green go-ahead from the
organization.

Others getting a go are Man-
istee, Lake and Ogema in the
Lower Peninsula and Alger and
Keweenaw in the Upper Penin-
sula.

The rest of mid-Michigan - in-
cluding Isabella and Gratiot con-
ties - got proceed-with-caution
yellow flags.

Red flags, where no trick-or-
treating is recommended, were
given to two counties, Ingham
and Houghton.

Higher risks were also seen
in nine orange counties: Cass,
Kalamazoo, Ottawa, Iosco in
the Lower Peninsula and Delta,
Menominee, Dickinson, Iron
and and Ontonagon in the Up-
per Peninsula.

Actual trick-or-treating rules

will be set by local governments,
but the group said the aim of
their work is to arm those deci-
sion-makers with the best data
available.

In releasing the map, the HCA
said policy makers and the pub-
lic have to base their decisions
on the best information avail-

able.
To help cut through the noise

and sometimes conflicting ad-
vice, a network of research, pol-
icy and public health experts
convened by Harvard’s Global
Health Institute and Edmond J.
Safra Center for Ethics released
the map on Monday.

“The public needs clear and
consistent information about
COVID risk levels in different
jurisdictions for personal deci-
sion-making, and policy-makers
need clear and consistent visibil-
ity that permits differentiating
policy across jurisdictions,” ex-

MID-MICHIGAN

HALLOWEEN GROUP
MAKES FORECAST

Trick-or-treat OK
in Clare County,
use greater
caution elsewhere
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This map, advising which Halloween activities are safe in which counties, was prepared by the
Halloween and Costume Organization using data gathered and analyzed by the Harvard Global Health
Institute. In the green zone, trick or treating can proceed normally, as long as social distancing guidelines
are in place. In the yellow zone, trick or treating is still possible as long as the places you are visiting
follow safety protocols. In the orange zone, it’s recommended that kids stay home so others can deliver
candy to kids. In the red zone, trick or treating is not recommended.
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DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2020 CHEVROLET COLORADO
CREW CAB Z-71 4X4

Only 1,000 Miles!
NEW! Loaded w/ Equipment! Running Boards, Leather,

Heated Seats, Heated Steering Wheel, Dual Power Seat!

or about
$489.00 Per Month

$34,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT
FOUR WHEEL DRIVE

Only 16,000 Miles
Heated Leather, NAVIGATION, 20” Factory Chrome

Wheels, Third Row Seating, Full Power

or about
$459 Per Month

$32,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2019 BUICK ENVISION

Only 1,000 Miles!
Flawless New! Leather, Heated Seats, Factory Remote Start,

Dual Power Seats, Beautiful Bronze Mist Metallic Color!

or about
$398.00 Per Month

$27,995 /ONLY

2019 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT-2
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

Only 5,000 Miles
Gorgeous Cajun Red Color, Power Liftgate, Heated Seats,

Remote Start, Apple Car Play

or about
$349.00 Per Month

$24,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE
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A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

age 99, of Mt. Pleasant
passed away Tuesday,
September 22, 2020,
at Cedar Crest Adult
Foster in Remus. A Fu-
neral Mass for Ruth will
be held at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church on
Friday, September 25,
at 11 a.m. with Fr. Tom
+#6>>#=" #>.$7187%<)
Rite of Committal will
follow in St. Michael’s
Cemetery. The family
will receive friends at
Clark Family Funeral
Chapel on Thursday,

September 24, from 4 to 8 p.m. with a Rosary at
7:30 p.m. Visitation will continue at the church the
day of the service from 10 a.m. until the time of
Mass. Memorial contributions may be made to the
Elara Caring Hospice. Envelopes will be available
at the funeral chapel and St. Michael’s Catholic
Church. Ruth was born on December 25, 1920, in
Clare, MI, the daughter of Henry and Helen (Wag-
ner) Simmer. She married Edwin Cook on June 13,
1942, in Beal City. Ruth worked for Hitachi in Ed-
more for many years. She was a member of the Al-
tar Society and prayer chain at St. Joseph’s Church
in Beal City. She was a parishioner at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church. She volunteered for the Mecosta
County Senior Companion Program and with hos-
pice. Ruth enjoyed quilting and organizing bus
trips when she lived at Winchester Towers. Ruth
is survived by her children, LouAnn (Robert) Berry-
hill of Mt. Pleasant, Wayne (Kim) Cook of Farwell,
Judy (Steve) Morris of Rockford, Dean (Jan) Cook
of Gaylord, Chuck (Jan) Cook of Elwell, Barbara
(Clay) Cole of Lakeview, and Pamela (Joel) Bell of
Remus; 20 grandchildren; 61 great-grandchildren;
15 great-great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Marie
Simmer of Bay City; and many nieces and neph-
ews. Ruth was preceded in death by her husband,
Edwin Cook in 1981; parents; grandsons, Neil and
Joshua Cook; brothers, Paul (Rosie) Simmer and
Ray Simmer; and sisters, Doris (Jim) Hedley and
Rose (Bob) Kranz. You may view Ruth’s obituary
online and send a condolence to the family at www.
clarkfuneralchapel.com.

COOK, RUTH BARBARA

Dr. Lawrence “Larry”
Oliver Jenicke passed
away on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20th, 2020 at
his home surrounded
by his family, loved
ones, and beloved dog,
Holly. He was born
August 16th, 1944 in
Huntington Woods,
Michigan to Dorothy L.
(Robb) Jenicke and Ol-
iver Charles Jenicke.
He graduated from
Michigan State Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s
degree in electrical en-

gineering in 1967 and worked in the aerospace
industry designing computerized test equipment
for the guidance system on the Lance missile. He
returned to graduate school to earn an MBA and
Ph.D. In management science which he completed
in 1978. He joined the College of Business at Cen-
tral Michigan University in Mount Pleasant in 1977
where he taught operations/supply chain manage-
ment for 37 years until his retirement in 2014.
Larry married his wife Alice in 1971. Larry’s daugh-
ter, Sheryl Alice, was born in 1977 and he and his
wife adopted their second daughter, Dorothy Lee,
in 1983. Larry was a lover of nature and the out-
doors. He enjoyed watching the changes of seasons,
the beauty of ice crystals, and northern lights. You
(#63" #>8@% .%" /1==& ;7887%< 7% 89@ ;$=@@%@" !#=$9
with all of the lights off watching a thunderstorm
#= (18$97%< 89@ ;(7=37%< ,14@; 1$$6'6318@ "6=7%<
a snowstorm. Larry loved his dogs and enjoyed
watching his daughters show and groom the fam-
ily’s poodles. Larry and Alice embarked on many
adventures: driving across the US, to Alaska, and
as far as the roads led into Northern Canada; they
always returned with incredible stories. Larry loved
the holidays: listening to Christmas music, deco-
rating with antique Christmas lights, and choosing
the perfect tools for his daughters brought a smile
to his face. Larry was always working on a project
that he would want your help with, but that needed
8# 0@ $#'!3@8@" 8# 97; !1=87$631= ;!@$7.$187#%;)
Though nature and working with power tools were
among his passions, his greatest joy was spending
time with those he loved. Whether it was going to
1%87?6@ 8=1$8#= ;9#(;* ,@1 '1=4@8; 1%" 1%87?6@ =1-
dio shows, or being in his Lund boat with one hand
on the motor and the other hand holding a beer,
having these moments with those closest to him
were memories that he cherished. He passed down
his passion for nature and tools by going on fam-
ily camping trips to northern Canada and teaching
his daughters how to use tools and create. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Dorothy and Ol-
iver Jenicke, his brother-in-law Robert Keim, and
cousin Craig Riach. He is survived by his loving
wife, Alice, his daughters Dr. Sheryl (Donald) Jen-
icke - Lingerfelt, Dorothy, sister Diane (Richard)
Heppner, and sister-in-law Virginia (Ed) Brooks;
nieces Laura Brooks, Dr. Jennifer Heppner, Jill
(Joe) Seymour; Cousins Paul (Mary Ann) Riach,
Hugh Riach, Lisa (Jesse Sandoval) Riach. He is
also survived by his beloved standard poodle Holly
and miniature poodles Winston and Adeline. Ser-
vices will be held at Clark Family Funeral Chapel
in Mount Pleasant, MI. Visitation will be held on
Friday, September 25th, from 2 - 4 p.m. and 6 - 8
p.m. and also on Saturday, September 26th, from
10 - 11 a.m. in the chapel. A Service at 11 a.m.
and luncheon will follow under a tent on the west
31(%) 2% 37@6 #> ,#(@=;* !3@1;@ ;@%" "#%187#%; 7%
his memory to the Isabella County Humane Animal
Treatment Society (H.A.T.S.). You may view Larry’s
obituary online and send a condolence to the fam-
ily at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

JENICKE, DR. LAWRENCE “LARRY” OLIVER

Suzanne Hummel Ri-
ley passed away peace-
fully on September 20,
2020. She was born
on November 17, 1938
in Shepherd, Michi-
gan to Kenneth and
Helen Hummel. Su-
zanne graduated from
Central Michigan Uni-
versity and taught
French, Spanish and
Latin at her hometown
high school before mov-
ing to Sanford, Michi-
gan where she taught
French, Spanish and

Journalism at Meridian High School. All of those
who knew her will remember her spirit and love
of life. She was a lifelong learner and loved music
and travel. She held her family and friends dear.
She is survived by her sons Kelley (Kathleen) Riley
and Ted Riley, her grandchildren Sam, Meredith
and Benjamin, her brother Ted (Shirley) Hummel,
Myra (Richard) Moore, Cathy (John) Boynton and
many beloved nieces and nephews. Cremation has
taken place and a memorial service will be held
18 1 318@= "18@) 2% 37@6 #> ,#(@=;* !3@1;@ $#%;7"@=
making a contribution to the Suzanne Riley Me-
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from Meridian who want to pursue a career in ed-
ucation. The scholarship is held at the Midland
Area Community Foundation, 76 Ashman Circle,
Midland, MI 48640. Her family wishes to thank
Heartland Hospice, Stratford Pines Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center and Brookdale Senior Living
in Midland for their exceptional care and compas-
sion. Arrangements have been entrusted to Berry
Funeral Home of Shepherd.

RILEY (HUMMEL), SUZANNE

Jeffrey A. Ruedger, age
57, of Alma passed
away September 17,
2020 at Woodland Hos-
pice, Mt. Pleasant, MI.
Per his wishes there
will be no service. His
ashes will be laid to
rest in Salt River Cem-
etery in Shepherd, MI.
Jeffrey was born No-
vember 10, 1962 in
Alma, MI, the son of
Kenneth and Rochelle
Ruedger. He graduated
from Alma High School
in 1981. He attended

Mid-Michigan Community College, Harrison, MI
for Diesel Mechanics. He was a natural born me-
chanic. He worked various places doing mechani-
$13 (#=4* .%133& =@87=7%< >=#' -3'1 :6037$ 5$9##3;
Transportation Department in 2006. Jeffrey is sur-
vived by his daughter Sarah (Corley) Piper of Blan-
chard, brother David Ruedger of Danville, CA, par-
ents Kenneth and Rochelle Ruedger of Alma and
his service dog Kittie. He was preceded in death
by his brother Lonnie Ruedger, infant sister Lisa
Ruedger, son Jason Ruedger of Alma, and grand-
parents: Martin and Lena Ruedger, and Maynard
and Lois Netzley of St. Louis, MI. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Woodland Hospice, Mt.
Pleasant, MI. Online condolences can be made at
www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com. The family is
being served by Smith Family Funeral Homes, St.
Louis, MI.

RUEDGER, JEFFREY A.

Brenda Kathryn Veit,
succumbed to the com-
plications of burst an-
eurysm she suffered
in April of 2020, while
wintering in Florida.
Brenda was born Au-
gust 19, 1949 to Mar-
tin F. and W. Evelyn
(Caszatt) Coughlin. She
married James R. Veit
and they had two chil-
dren, Dina Marie and
Blair Allen. She and Jim
separated and Brenda
never remarried.
+=@%"1 (1; .@=$@3& "@-

voted to the people she loved and she loved with
everything she had! She would have given the shirt
off her back to someone in need. Brenda would
drop anything to help any one of her brothers, sis-
ters, kids, grandkids, nieces or nephews. She was
a very giving person and was very proud of her
children, grandchildren and great granddaughter.
She was also extremely patriotic and proud of her
father, brothers and son that served in the military.
Brenda is survived by her mother Evelyn (Caszatt)
Coughlin; her children Dina (Eric) Peek and Blair
Veit, brothers Dan Coughlin and Lee (Connie)
Coughlin and sisters Connie (Terry) Lynch, Yvonne
(Al Frederickson) Coughlin, and Kathy (Kevin) Dar-
nell; grandchildren Danielle (Anthony Waterman)
Veit, Connor (Sarah) Veit, Ethan Peek (Myranda
Blumhardt), Daniel Peek (Sara Erickson) and Eric
M. Peek (Amber Doom), and great granddaughter
Willow Veit, all of whom she was THE most proud
of!! Brenda is Preceded in death by her father Mar-
tin, nephew Kevin Matthew Darnell, niece Andrea
Campbell, great nephew Colton Sherman, great
nephew CJ Ross, great nephew L/Cpl Justin Ells-
worth. Services for Brenda will be Sunday, Septem-
ber 27 at 3 p.m. at Berry Funeral Home. There
will be visitation on Saturday from 4-6 p.m. The
service will also be livestreamed on the Berry Fu-
neral Home Facebook page.

VEIT, BRENDA KATHRYN

site, the number was re-
vised down to 22 by Mid
Michigan District Health
Department, which cov-
ers Gratiot County. The
MDHHS website does not
break down cases as either
primary or secondary.

A primary case is one
that involves an infection
directly during an out-
break event. A secondary
case is someone who is in-
fected by someone who was
infected directly during an
outbreak event.

The school was closed
for in-person learning from
Sept. 8 until Friday due to
the outbreak. It reopened
based on MMDHD guid-
ance, school officials said
Monday.

Gratiot County has seen
an additional 49 cases dur-
ing the month of Septem-
ber, bringing the number
from 176 to 225 as of Tues-
day’s update, seven of them
since Monday and 17 since
Friday. No one has died in
Gratiot County since July
20, when the county re-
corded its 15th death.

Some of those cases
come from Alma College,
which has seen a cumula-
tive total 18 cases, nine of
which have been recorded
in the last 10 days.

Five more cases were re-
ported Tuesday in Isabella
County for a cumulative to-
tal of 603, as was the coun-
ty’s 13th death. An elderly

woman with underlying
health conditions died Tues-
day, said Steve Hall, health
officer for Central Michi-
gan District Health Depart-
ment. She is the second Is-
abella County resident to
have died from the disease
in less than a week and the
fourth in September.

Isabella County’s COVID
cases have increased by 297
since Aug. 10, the approx-
imate date that students
began returning to CMU’s
campus. CMDHD reported
Friday that 288 confirmed
cases are related to the uni-
versity’s return. Nearly 1
percent of the county’s res-
idents have had confirmed
cases of COVID-19.

Elsewhere, six more
cases were reported in
Midland County, for a total
of 480. Midland County’s
COVID numbers have been
boosted by an outbreak
at Northwood University
that has involved 55 stu-
dents. Six more cases were
also reported in Montcalm
County, increasing its total
from 267 to 273.

Clare County, with 102
cases; Gladwin County,
with 2 cases; and Mecosta
County, with 182 cases, all
remained unchanged from
Monday. Mecosta County’s
outbreak includes 57 stu-
dents at Ferris State Uni-
versity.

Statewide, 504 cases
were announced for a cu-
mulative total of 117,910.

Eric Baerren is a
multimedia journalist for
The Morning Sun.
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Three of those deaths
have occurred in the pe-
riod starting Sept. 12, when
a different elderly woman
was reported to have died.
The month’s first death oc-
curred Sept. 1, according to
the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vices.

She is also the second
death reported within the
last week. An elderly man
who was hospitalized died
of the disease Thursday.

Before September, it’d
been since July 9 that an Is-
abella County resident had
died. Before that, it was
June 12. Two additional
deaths were reported in
March during the early
days of the pandemic.

In mid-Michigan, only
Gratiot County has had
more deaths. Fifteen peo-
ple have died there, 11
of them during two out-
breaks involving nurs-
ing homes. Seven of those
deaths occurred during
the outbreak at Masonic
Pathways’ Jack F. Saun-
ders Healthcare Center.
Four died during St. Louis’
Riverside Healthcare Cen-
ter outbreak.

Eleven people have
died from the disease in
Midland County, five in
Montcalm, four in Clare
County, three in Mecosta
County and two in Glad-
win County.

Another 15 deaths were
actually announced state-
wide Tuesday, bringing the
cumulative total to 6,680.
Three of those deaths were
discovered during a review
of vital records.

Isabella
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tal since it began, with a
total production of $116.5
million.

Folan, who succeeds Mi-
chael Alford, will officially
begin with CMU Athlet-
ics Oct. 5. Rachel Blunt
has served as the interim
director of athletics since
Aug. 31.

“I am honored to be
joining the CMU Chip-
pewa family,” Folan said.
“Central Michigan is a
tradition-rich program
with an incredible record
of success, and I look for-
ward to working with our
student-athletes, coaches,
university and surround-
ing communities, fans and
supporters to build on the
CMU tradition of excel-
lence and continue to raise
the bar.

“I see this tremendous
opportunity as a new chap-
ter for me and also for Cen-
tral Michigan Athletics,”
she said.

Folan joined University
of Texas Athletics in 2002
as the assistant athletics
director for compliance.
Since then she also has
served as associate athlet-
ics director for athletics
compliance and sports pro-
grams and associate athlet-
ics director for administra-
tion and sports programs.
Prior to joining Texas, Fo-
lan held roles with the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic
Association and the Uni-
versity of Georgia.

A former president and

board member of the Na-
tional Association of Ath-
letics Compliance, Folan
also served as a member
of the Fellows Program of
the Division 1A Athletics
Directors Association and
currently serves on the ex-
ecutive committee of the
Sports Management Insti-
tute.

Folan holds a bachelor’s
degree in communication
sciences from the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, where
she also was a member of
the women’s soccer team.
She also has a master’s
degree in sport manage-
ment from the University
of Georgia.

Schutten, who chaired
the search committee com-
posed of faculty, staff, stu-
dents and alumni, said she
was pleased with the di-
verse pool of candidates.

“This search attracted
an outstanding pool of
candidates from across the
country, representing both
the Power 5 and Group of
5 conferences,” Schutten
said. “The search commit-
tee identified three final-
ists who had amazing at-
tributes and rose above the
rest, but I am eager to wel-
come Amy to CMU.”

The associate vice pres-
ident/director of athletics
reports directly to the uni-
versity president and is re-
sponsible for providing
strong leadership, admin-
istration and overall coor-
dination of a comprehen-
sive Division I intercolle-
giate program.

Folan and her husband,
Joseph, have two children,
Anelio and Giada.

CMU
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Daily News 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 

 

UPDATE: CC-C schools shut down due to coronavirus 
outbreak  
By Elisabeth Waldon | on September 23, 2020  

CARSON CITY — Carson City-Crystal Area Schools was one of the few Montcalm County school districts enjoying 
a smooth back-to-school experience with no coronavirus cases — until this week. 

 

Superintendent John Sattler 

A school staff member who was out sick contacted the district Tuesday morning to report she had tested positive for 
COVID-19, according to CC-C Superintendent John Sattler. A total of 13 more staff members were asked to 
quarantine due to having had direct contact with the female staff member. By Wednesday, three more staff members 
had tested positive — plus a student who had no contact with any of those staff members. 

The news means CC-C is the first school district in Montcalm County to have what is considered a coronavirus 
outbreak — defined by the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services as two or more cases that are 
unrelated. 

Separately, The Laurels of Carson City also has a coronavirus outbreak, according to the Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department, which said the nursing home outbreak and the CC-C school outbreak are not related. Health 
department officials were not available to provide any additional details Wednesday. 

“It’s kind of heartbreaking because we were doing so well. We were doing great with face-to-face instruction. We had 
sports going on. Things were looking good, and then things changed,” Sattler summarized. 



Page 2 of 2 
 

Because the situation was changing so quickly and so many staff members had to be quarantined, Sattler decided to 
cancel school Wednesday and to switch over to virtual or distance learning starting Thursday until at least Oct. 4. 

“I canceled school for today because of staffing issues,” Sattler said. “Everything is shut down all the way through 
Oct. 4. I’m having the teachers working from home. I’m shutting the buildings down and everything.” 

The shutdown includes sports, such as the CC-C football team which just started its season with an overtime win 
against Tawas last Friday and were scheduled to play Coleman on the road this Friday. 

“All sports have been canceled up through Oct. 4, practices and everything,” Sattler said. “We’re going to really shut 
things down.” 

Sattler said 28% of CC-C students were participating in the school’s virtual learning option before the outbreak. He 
said now that the entire district is switching over to virtual learning, staff will work to drop off learning packets to any 
families who don’t have reliable internet access. School meals will also be distributed this Friday and next 
Wednesday, similar to how the district provided meals to students this past summer. 

Sattler said none of the staff members or student who tested positive have displayed symptoms or felt sick so far. 
Sattler said he has been working with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department in this situation. 

“They were great, they’ve been wonderful to work with,” he said. “They talked to us about protocol and symptoms 
and tracing symptoms. I have a really great staff that’s been working hard and finding out where everyone has been 
and tracing their last contact. 

“There’s a lot of stuff going on and at the same time we’re trying to make sure that our staff and students and parents 
feel comfortable,” he added. “Hopefully we can go back to face to face instruction on Oct. 5.” 

School Board President Gregg McAlvey and Board Vice President Ben Adkins both declined to comment for this 
story, referring the Daily News to Sattler. 

“This situation is ever-changing and he (Sattler) is the best single source for information,” Adkins said. 
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Daily News 
Thursday, September 24, 2020 

JUST IN: Sheridan resident suspected to have 
contracted EEE  
By Elisabeth Waldon | on September 24, 2020  

SHERIDAN — A Sheridan resident has a suspected case of Eastern equine encephalitis (EEE) which, if confirmed, 
would be the second human case in the state of Michigan this year. 

 

EEE is a virus that can be spread by infected mosquitos to humans and other mammals. Mosquitos become infected 
with the virus by feeding on infected birds, which are the host animal for the infection. — Submitted photo 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Medical Director Dr. Jennifer Morse reported the news during 
Wednesday’s Board of Health meeting. She said the individual’s lab test was done by Mayo Clinic and was then sent 
to a Michigan lab for a second test. Preliminary test results showed the individual has EEE. 

Morse said a confirmatory test is now being run, which will take several more days. 

“Unfortunately this individual had other illnesses and I found out that they are home on hospice,” Morse shared. 

EEE is a virus that can be spread by infected mosquitos to humans and other mammals. Mosquitos become infected 
with the virus by feeding on infected birds, which are the host animal for the infection, according to the health 
department. 

Last year, Michigan had 10 human cases of EEE, six of which were fatal. This year, Michigan has one confirmed 
human case in Barry County, meaning the new Montcalm County case would be the second human case if confirmed. 
Michigan has also had 32 animal cases this summer — 30 horses (including horses in Montcalm and Ionia counties) 
and two deer. 

Morse said there are two vaccines available for horses to prevent against EEE, but there is no vaccine or treatment for 
humans, meaning preventing mosquito bites is the most important safeguard against EEE (such as avoiding going 
outside between dusk and dawn, wearing clothes that covers all your skin and using mosquito repellent. Morse said 
two “really hard freezes” are needed this autumn to kill the infected mosquitos. 

“Many people who get infected with EEE never have symptoms,” Morse noted. “Only about 4 to 5 percent of people 
do have symptoms, they’re basically like flu-like symptoms — you get chills, fever, weakness, some people are achy 
and tired for weeks and months but they recover. 
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“Less than 1 percent of people get the severe illness, which is encephalitis or meningitis, and of that less than 1 
percent who get that severe illness, at least 30 percent of them will die,” she said. “Of the ones who don’t die, they are 
typically left with serious, chronic, longterm dysfunction — they have brain damage, they have seizures and paralysis 
— and many of them go on to die within a few years. 

“It’s really rare … but for those who do get it, it’s really, really bad,” she summarized. 

The Michigan Department of Health & Human Services (MDHHS) on Sept. 11 announced a recommendation that all 
outdoor activities be canceled due to EEE, especially activities involving youths. On Sept. 14, the MDHHS 
announced aerial spraying would take place to kill infected adult mosquitoes. That spraying process began Sept. 16 
and included multiple locations in Montcalm and Ionia counties. 

The product used in the aerial spraying is Merus, the same chemical used in last year’s spraying. Mid-Michigan 
District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham noted that while the state says Merus does not harm 
pollinators, such as bees, two Michigan State University professors disagree. 

“Everyone agrees that the threat to pollinators and agriculture is a really big deal in environmental health,” Cheatham 
said. “We definitely need public policy solutions.” 
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Stanton continues Halloween hours debate, reviews 
CDC guidelines for holiday events  
By Brandon Schreur | on September 24, 2020  

 

The Stanton City Commission continues to discuss how the city can hold Halloween this year in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic during Tuesday’s meeting. Pictured, from top left, are Commissioners Charles Miel, Ray 
Holloway and Vladimir Edelman, Mayor Lori Williams, Commissioners Mary Thomas and Jane Basom. — DN 
Photo | Brandon Schreur 

STANTON — As new regulations come out from Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s office and the CDC, the city of Stanton 
is still considering how to set Halloween hours. 

The topic first came up during the Stanton City Commission’s meeting on Sept. 8, at which time City Manager Vester 
Davis said he’d received a number of calls from residents asking whether the city would be hosting regular trick-or-
treating hours. 
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While Davis and Mayor Lori Williams agreed the city could likely hold some kind of community event, 
Commissioners Ray Holloway and Jane Basom suggested seeking more information from the Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department. 

During Tuesday’s meeting, Davis reported he had spoken with the health department about the matter over the past 
two weeks. 

“Unfortunately, at the time that I spoke with them, there hadn’t been any direction,” Davis said. “I talked to the health 
official there, Marcus Cheatham. He said they were just kind of waiting until something was published by the state 
governor’s office.” 

While the state’s recommendations have not yet been made public, Davis did say the CDC recently put out some 
guidelines for how to celebrate Halloween safely. Davis said he also consulted other city managers to begin to devise 
a plan for what Halloween could look like in Stanton and what health and safety practices the city would have to 
encourage for any kind of event. 

“Included in the (agenda) packet is a flyer done-up by a colleague of mine (regarding trick-or-treating),” Davis said. 
“We wanted to emulate a similar message to our residents. Prior to the CDC’s guidelines, we were already 
encouraging social distancing and for people to travel in small groups. Other than that, ultimately, (trick-or-treating) 
isn’t a city function. 

“I know that Trinity Church is planning to have an event coming up on Oct. 31, as well,” he noted. “If there are any 
thoughts on the matter, I’d like to have them now and we can come back to this on the next agenda. You can request 
the hours be set or some other direction you all feel comfortable with us releasing to the public.” 

Referencing an article regarding the recent CDC guidelines, Commissioner Ray Holloway pointed out that traditional 
trick-or-treating is listed as a higher-risk activity that people are being encouraged to avoid. 

“I think the post that was presented in the packet from our city manager sends the wrong message,” Holloway said. “I 
would be against publicizing it — especially the part that says we have ‘no legal authority (to cancel Halloween).’ I 
think risk management people would be going crazy.” 

Commissioner Charles Miel disagreed. 

“If we don’t set anything, people will be running around between noon and midnight,” he said. “I think this is better 
than nothing. We’re not condoning anything, but at least we’re limiting it to certain hours and not any time they feel 
like wandering around.” 

“I don’t think this is better than nothing,” Holloway countered. “I think it sends the wrong message — we’re saying 
they can do whatever they want. I’d like to send out a message more clearly stating that we want to follow the CDC 
guidelines that were just released and that it is a risk for people participating and going door-to-door.” 

Davis pointed out the issue might be one that’s more tied-up with public safety. 

“There would be a police presence to help people that may need assistance crossing the streets, or just for public 
safety as a whole,” he commented. “Limiting people’s movements from one house to the next, though, I think that’s 
kind of a hard thing to enforce.” 

While Commissioner Jane Basom said she’d also like to see some changes made to the proposed flyer, commissioners 
agreed to table the matter until their next meeting to give them time to review the CDC’s guidelines more carefully. 
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“At this stage, this is just an announcement of what we’re considering,” Miel noted. “It’s not on the agenda for us to 
take action on. I think we talked about it, now we can put it on the agenda and look at it next time.” 

A full list of the CDC’s guidelines for holiday celebrations can be found at cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-
coping/holidays online. 
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For The Morning Sun

Individual stories from the peo-
ple who lived through the PBB di-
saster that occurred in the early
1970s in St. Louis - and the rest of
the state - will be on file at Cen-
tral Michigan’s Museum of Cul-
tural and Natural History.

Those stories are “incredibly
emotional,” said Professor Brit-
tany Fremion, who heads the oral
history program.

Fremion was one of the speak-
ers at the Tuesday virtual commu-
nity meeting about PBB.

Fremion and her students have
collected the experiences of peo-
ple who lost their farms due to
the PBB mix up with the animal
feed, others who lost their jobs,
still others who suffered health
problems as well as the impact
on the city of St. Louis.

“There was a lot of anger in the
community,” she said.

Contaminated food was sold in
the grocery stores and it took far
too long for the state to discover
the problem.

These “really powerful” sto-
ries can inspire future genera-
tions, she said.

Thousands of pages, along with
videos, have been collected so far
and she’s looking for more.

Another panelist on the com-
munity program was retired
Alma College Professor Dr. Ed Lo-
renz and member of the St. Louis
Citizens Superfund Task Force.

Lorenz pointed out that about
8 million people consumed PBB
contaminated food in that time
period.

The Velsicol Chemical Co was
sued by a host of different par-
ties but the agreement with the
state allowed them to demolish
the plant and leave the state with
no consequences.

More than 40
years after
Velsicol closed its
doors, the PBB
disaster’s impact
continues

By Linda Gittleman
For The Morning Sun

Research continues on the health im-
pact of the Velsicol Chemical Co. contami-
nation in St. Louis but the COVID-19 virus
has slowed things considerably.

At a virtual meeting Tuesday, members
of a coalition created to study the health
problems of exposure to PBB - the fire re-
tardant polybrominated biphenyl - outlined
what they’ve learned so far and what more
they want to learn.

As they have from the beginning, re-
searchers have let the communities in Michi-
gan determine where the research should fo-
cus, said Michele Marcus, Emory University
Professor of Epidemiology and Environmen-
tal Health who has led the studies.

Those studies have shown that PBB is the
likely cause of thyroid problems, certain can-
cers, reproductive issues and digestive prob-
lems that could be passed on to subsequent
generations.

PBB, not soluble in water, is stored in the
body’s fat, she said.

When the fire retardant was mixed with
the livestock feed in 1973, it entered the food
chain and wasn’t discovered for a year.

About 60 percent of Michigan residents
still have some levels of PBB in their bod-
ies from PBB contaminated food consumed,
originating from the incident, Marcus said.

What people in Michigan who have been
exposed to PBB want to know now are an-
swers to other problems they or their family
members have been experiencing.

Some of those issues concern joint prob-
lems, cognitive difficulties such as demen-
tia, and autism, along with auto immune
diseases, Marcus said.

“We’ve recently taken a look at (auto im-
mune disorders) and there is a high rate (in
Michiganders) - 25 percent compared to 8
percent (in the U.S population).”

They also want to know if they lose weight
will the PBB levels diminish?

Marcus said that there is some indication
that weight loss helps but more studies are
needed. PBB can travel in and out of the
blood stream and bodily fats vary, all mak-
ing it complicated.

Marcus said that workers in the Velsicol
plant have the highest levels of PBB in their
bodies, followed by the families of the em-
ployees. They in turn are followed by farm
families and average Michigan residents.

Another question from people who
watched the virtual meeting concerned

testing.
Would they have to travel to Michigan to

get tested?
The short answer, Marcus said, is yes.

These tests are not something their local
physician can order up in a lab. However,
she asked that those who want to partici-
pate to put that on the forms they fill out,
“and we’ll see if we can work it out.”

She cautioned that in or out of Michigan
they may not get the test results for about a
year, due to COVID-19.

Along with the testing question, physi-
cians’ lack of knowledge about PBB was also
problematic.

Information for medical professionals is
available on the Emory University website

PBB health studies
are ongoing but far
more are needed

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

ST. LOUIS

CONTAMINATION’S SHADOW

PHOTO COURTESY OF SCOTT PRATT

Pine River Superfund Task Force Chair Jane Keon stands next to a tombstone, warning
passersby of the contamination at the old Velsicol Chemical plant site in St. Louis.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

CMU’s back-to-campus COVID-19
outbreak is contained, but Isabella
County remains one of the state’s, well,
warmspots. And Gratiot County is right
behind.

Isabella County has the state’s 13th
highest seven-day rolling average of
cases per 100,000 people at 10.6, accord-
ing to the Harvard Global Health Initia-
tive. That number is as of Tuesday. Gra-
tiot County, at the 14 spot, is 10.5.

Both counties are currently coded or-
ange, the third highest of four for risk
level.

Isabella County’s confirmed case count
increased by five Thursday, increasing
from 611 to 616, with 13 deaths. Gra-
tiot’s remained unchanged at 227, with 15
deaths. Isabella County’s seven-day aver-
age of new cases is 7.4; in Gratiot, it is 4.3.

In Isabella County, another 74 cases
are considered probable, someone who
was in close contact with a COVID-posi-
tive person and developed symptoms. In
Gratiot County, that number is 36.

Both counties are also rated as Class
C counties in terms of new cases on the
revamped MiStartMap.com, a project
collaboration between the University of

Michigan’s school of public health and
school of information.

The map was modified to reduce con-

CORONAVIRUS

Isabella, Gratiot remain among the
most COVID-active counties in Michigan
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A 36-year-old Clare man on a motor-
cycle was killed Thursday afternoon
when he collided head-on with a car
that pulled in front of him.

The motorcyclist was headed south
on Mission Road at Herrick Road, just
south of Clare, when a 72-year-old driver
in a Pontiac Vibe turned in front of him,
said Isabella County Sheriff Michael
Main.

“During the investigation it was de-
termined that the 72-year-old driver of
the Vibe had stopped at the stop sign on
Herrick road facing eastbound and was
going to turn left or northbound,” Main
said. “The driver of the car proceeded
into the intersection and did not see the
motorcycle approaching Herrick Road.”

Main said the driver of the motorcycle
was unresponsive at the scene and was
taken to MidMichigan Health - Clare,
where he was pronounced dead.

The accident remains under investi-
gation.

Names were not released pending no-
tification of the victim’s relatives.

ISABELLA COUNTY

Clare man killed
in motorcycle
crash with car
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Sally Carnahan Weisen-
burger, 94, passed away
peacefully on Septem-
ber 22, 2020 at home in
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.
Sally was surrounded
by loving family mem-
bers who had helped
celebrate her birthday
just days before with
Sally joining her family
in her own sing-along
of Happy Birthday!
Sally was born Septem-
ber 21, 1926 in Toledo,
Ohio, as the only child
of Clifford and Margue-

rite Carnahan. Sally graduated from Mt. Pleasant
High School in 1944 and attended Central Michi-
gan College graduating in 1948. Sally was a proud
member of the Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority and
was also on CMC’s Homecoming Court in 1946.
Sally married Jack Weisenburger on February 11,
1950. In 1954, Sally and Jack moved to Mt. Pleas-
ant from Muskegon with their two sons, Bob and
Rick, where Jack would begin working in the fam-
ily insurance business with Sally’s father, Clifford
(Tip) Carnahan at The General Agency Co. Sally
and Jack would have two more boys, John (Perk)
and Dave while remaining lifelong residents of
their beloved Mt. Pleasant. Sally was best known
for her private acts of kindness by often befriend-
ing someone in need. She was very active in the
community working in residential real estate and
volunteering to support many causes and activi-
?>FB B=#@ 5B 7>C@ <F:FD <"66>FB 24F$F0??>$C -F$-
tral Michigan Community Hospital), serving as a
Chamber Ambassador, past President of the Mt
Pleasant Tourist Club and Women’s City Club, the
Nancy Carey Cancer Support Group and a long
time service member of the Red Cross, Mt Pleas-
ant Community Foundation, Christmas Outreach
and Meals on Wheels. Sally and Jack also were
intricately involved in the formation of Chippwood
Swim Club in 1964. A very proud accomplishment
for Sally came in the fall of 1943 as a High School
senior where she initiated the creation of the Little
Red Oil Can, a coveted trophy that annually goes
to the winner of the football game between local
rivals, Mt. Pleasant and Alma High Schools. Sally
and Jack were members of the First Presbyterian
Church for over 55 years and one of the couple’s
proudest moments came in 1998 when they were
jointly honored as Citizens of the Year by the Mt.
Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce. Besides
C>:>$C 45#8 ?" #"&&=$>?% 9566% F$;"%F! C"60$C
and bridge with her fun & games group, support-
ing CMU and Chippewa Athletics, watching her
sons, grandkids and great grandkids grow-up and
compete in sports and spending time Up North on
Crystal Lake in Beulah, Michigan, on Lake Mich-
igan in Frankfort, Michigan and in Naples, Flor-
ida. Sally was preceded in death by her parents,
Marguerite and Clifford, and her loving husband
Jack. Sally is survived by son’s Bob (Maurine) of
Mt. Pleasant; Rick (Rebecca) of Murphy, North
Carolina; Perk (Buffy) of Rockford, Michigan; and
Dave (Mary) of Mt. Pleasant; seven grandchildren
) /6F' 205$#(F -@D>B?>F1 3F>BF$4=DCFD "E .?* A6F5B-
ant; Laura Foust of Mt. Pleasant; Nate (Erica) of
.?* A6F5B5$?, -"!% 205$#(F /D65$!1 "E +F?D">? 5$!
Andrew Weisenburger of Mt Pleasant; Jack and
Joseph Weisenburger of Rockford, Michigan; and
three great grandchildren, Owen and Olivia Foust
and Brayden Weisenburger, all of Mt. Pleasant. A
public visitation will take place on Thursday, Sep-
tember 24 from 4 to 7 pm at the First Presbyterian
Church in Mt. Pleasant. There will be a family only
service on Friday with a private burial at Riverside
Cemetery. A public Memorial/Celebration of Life
and Reception will take place on Sunday, October
4, 2 pm at the Mt. Pleasant Country Club. Those
attending visitation or the service are asked to wear
masks and practice social distancing. The fam-
ily requests that Memorial Contributions may be
made to the First Presbyterian Church of Mt. Pleas-
ant or the Mt. Pleasant Area Community Founda-
tion - CRC Fund (I.C.E. Arena/Morey Courts). You
may view Sally’s obituary online and send a condo-
lence to the family at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WEISENBURGER, SALLY CARNAHAN

SHATTUCK, ELTON DEAN
Age 82 of Mt. Pleasant died on Sunday, September
20, 2020. Funeral arrangements by Maier Family
Funeral Home. www.maierfuneralhome.com

site and work continues on a model
with more information as it be-
comes available, she said.

Currently the researchers are
looking for some specific volun-
teers/participants in the studies.

It’s known that mothers can
transmit PBB to their children,
but it’s also been indicated that
men too can transmit problems
to their children as well. That ap-
pears to be done via hormone or
DNA regulators, Marcus said.

So they are looking for men
who are from Michigan but mar-
ried women from out of state —
women who did not live in Mich-
igan in the early 70s.

Those wanting to participate in
these studies and others can go to
pbbregistry.emory.ed for more in-
formation.

At the meeting, it was also
asked when families would be
compensated for their loss and
suffering.

Marcus explained that the state
made an agreement with Velsicol.
Velsicol would clean up the site
and then the company would then
have no further responsibility for

anything.
The cleanup failed — clearly it

didn’t scratch the surface — and
Velsicol was utterly off the hook.

“I wish,” she said.

PBB
FROM PAGE 1

The river’s sediment has been
cleaned — the clean up went down
about 18 feet — and residential and
athletic areas have been cleaned as
well.

The cost so far has been about
$150 million in taxpayer dollars.

And the plant site is undergoing
cleanup now.

“It’ll be a half billion” before it’s
done, Lorenz said.

“That’s far more than the com-
pany ever paid in wages and taxes,”
he said. “And we’re not talking
about health costs.”

The clean up too, will take far
longer than the 42 years that the
company existed, Lorenz said.

Even though St. Louis joined
with Alma to create a new water
system in 2015, some people were
still asking if the water in St. Louis
is safe to drink.

Lorenz assured them that it was.
Other speakers included two

from the Mid Michigan District
Health Department- retired regis-
tered nurse Bonnie Havelchek and
health officer Marcus Cheatham
who also encouraged others to join
the task force, which is now hold-
ing virtual meetings once a month.

Another virtual meeting is sched-
uled for Saturday at 9:30 am. You
can join it on Facebook by going
to www.facebook.com/PBBregis-
try/live/.

Impact
FROM PAGE 1

fusion between it and the
economic recovery phase
map. The categories of risk
and color codes were both
changed. C largely replaces
what used to be medium-
high.

Based on that map, Isa-
bella is Category A when it
comes to testing positivity
rate and a seven-day aver-
age of 3.6 percent. Gratiot’s
is .7 percent. The county is
at a low-risk level based on
that metric.

The MiSafeStart.com
map’s data is as of Monday.

Overa l l , Michigan’s
seven-day rolling average
positive test rate, accord-
ing to the Johns Hopkins
University of Medicine
Coronavirus Resource Cen-
ter, is 2.7 percent. Their
data was last refreshed at
3 a.m. Thursday morning.

Clare County, revised
downward Thursday to
102 cases, is ranked 69
by HGHI for its seven-day
new cases per-100,000 peo-
ple of 1.8, with a seven day
average of .6 cases per day.

On the MiSafeStart map,
Clare is classified as rank
A in terms of new cases per

1 million people at 9.3, and
low risk in test positivity
rate at .9 percent.

Four people have died of
COVID-19 in Clare County.
There have been nine cu-
mulative probable positive
cases there.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, f ive more cases
were reported in Mecosta
County for a cumulative
total of 189 with three
deaths. Six more cases
were reported in Mid-
land County for a cumu-
lative total of 283 and 11
deaths. Three more cases
were reported in Mont-
calm County, for a cumu-
lative total of 280, with
five deaths. One more
case was reported in Glad-
win County, for a cumula-
tive total of 83, with two
deaths.

Statewide, another 982
cases were reported for a
cumulative total of 119,597,
and another eight deaths
were reported for a total of
6,700. Six of those deaths
were discovered during a
review of vital records.

The state’s death rate —
more technically known
as a case fatality rate, has
fallen to 5.6 percent. For
most of the pandemic’s
first three months, it was
at 10 percent.

COVID
FROM PAGE 1
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Dan Wyant, then-director of the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality, representatives from the Michigan House and Senate, and project
engineers inspect the chemical collection trenches at the St. Louis
Superfund site of the former Velsicol/Michigan Chemical plant in October
2014.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A 38-year-old St. Louis man was
arrested Tuesday, accused of urinat-
ing in front of the Mt. Pleasant Ben-
nigan’s. During his arrest, the appar-
ently intoxicated man told an officer
that he didn’t have a weapon ... he is
a weapon.

Officers from the Mt. Pleasant Po-
lice Department were called to the
restaurant, at 2424 S. Mission St., at
approximately 4:27 p.m. Tuesday for
a disorderly man, according to a po-
lice report about the incident. The
man left before police arrived in a
grey Ford Flex.

One officer pulled the vehicle over
at the intersection of Mission and
Broadway, while another officer went
to Bennigan’s to talk to witnesses.

The manager told the officer that
she’d heard the man, who’d come in
for a takeout order, get loud with
the bartender before leaving. The

bartender told police that the man
was normal at first, but then started
yelling about the Union Army before
screaming, “That motherf--ker.” He
also seemed intoxicated.

The man walked out, and the bar-
tender told police that it appeared
that he was drinking a beer at the
car.

After he walked out, however, the
manager told police that she wit-
nessed him walk into the grass and
began to urinate on the ground. She
told police that she saw everything
clearly and was relieved that a server
was slow to seat patrons at a table
with full view of the man. He then
walked to the car and started drink-
ing beer from a tallboy.

He got into the Ford Flex, which
drove off.

At the traffic stop, the man ini-
tially told the other officer that he
was clueless about the incident.
When the officer told him that he’d
look at surveillance footage, the man
said he might have needed to use the

toilet.
The officer asked the man to get

out of the car, the report said. The
man did so reluctantly, smelling of
alcohol. The officer asked him if he
had any weapons and if he could pat
down his pockets, the man indicated
that he might have a weapon and put
his hands in his pockets.

He immediately pulled his left
hand out, and didn’t have a weapon
in it, the report said. The officer put
his hand over the man’s right hand,
and the man objected to which the
officer said he was concerned that
the man had a weapon.

The man clarified that he didn’t
have a weapon, but that with his
prior military special forces train-
ing that he is a weapon.

He was arrested for indecent ex-
posure.

Eric Baerren is a multimedia
journalist for The Morning Sun in
Mt. Pleasant, where he has served
as a columnist in recent years.

MT. PLEASANT

Man arrested for urinating in
public tells police he is a weapon

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township Board of Trust-
ees approved the second reading
and adoption of an amendatory or-
dinance to correct an error in Sec-
tion 5 of Ordinance No. 1991-4.

The decision was made at the
Board of Trustees meeting on
Wednesday, Sept. 23, which was
held via Zoom. Supervisor Ben Gun-
ning, Clerk Lisa Cody, and Treasurer
Kimberly Rice were excused from
the meeting which meant that trust-
ees Bill Hauck, Tim Lannen, Bryan
Mielke, and Norm Woerle to make
decisions and run the meeting.

The board action was to correct a
scrivener’s error in Section 5 of Or-
dinance No. 1991-4 entitled, “Ordi-

nance Approving Amendments to
Development and Tax Increment
Finance Plan of the Union Town-
ship West Downtown Development
Authority.”

According to the board action re-
quest form from Township Manager
Mark Stuhldreher, “‘Scrivener’s er-
ror’” is a legal term that refers to a
typographical error or equivalent a
minor mistake in a public or legal
document.”

The error was identified by Sher-
rie Teall and in this case refers to
a date mix up in regards to when
both the West and East Downtown
Development Authority (DDA) must
update their respective Tax Incre-
ment Financing (TIF) Plans before
they expire. The expiration date in-
correctly read Dec. 31, 2020, rather

than Dec. 31, 2021.
“Adoption of this amendatory or-

dinance is necessary to reaffirm the
Township’s authority to capture tax
revenues within the West DDA Dis-
trict through the end of the 2021 tax
year consistent with the duration
specified in Section “C.” of the cur-
rent West DDA District TIF Plan,”
the action request form said.

The first reading was conducted
and approved at Sept. 9 Board of
Trustees meeting.

The correction was passed unani-
mously by the board members pres-
ent at the meeting.

For more information, visit union-
townshipmi.com.

Sarah Wright is a multimedia
journalist at The Morning Sun.

UNION TWP.

Officials correct ordinance related
to Tax Increment Finance Plan

By John Flesher
The Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY » Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer on Wednesday called for
Michigan to become “carbon neu-
tral” by 2050 in the fight against cli-
mate change, which would require
steep reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions and significantly greater
use of renewable energy.

The Democratic governor issued
a directive pledging “comprehen-
sive and aggressive” efforts but pro-
vided few details on how the goal

would be achieved. A separate order
established a council of government
officials and citizens to develop a
strategy.

“The science is clear — climate
change is directly impacting our
public health, environment, our
economy, and our families,” Whit-
mer said in a statement. Discuss-
ing her plan in a virtual event with
other governors, she added: “There’s
no time to waste when it comes to
fighting climate change. We’ve got
to act now.”

Michigan is the ninth state to

pledge carbon neutrality, which the-
oretically would mean halting all
carbon dioxide releases — a long-
term achievement at best.

For now, such proposals gener-
ally seek a combination of emis-
sion reductions and stepped-up ef-
ficiency in industry and building
construction as technology is re-
fined to scrub carbon from the at-
mosphere and store it underground.
Other measures can include plant-
ing trees and cover crops.

Carbon traps heat from the sun
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done with his 20-year career as a me-
chanical engineer and manager for
automotive companies before he’d set-
tled on leaving the industry.

“He was fed up working in big com-
panies,” Burcay said. “I said, ‘You should
do something else. You should reach
your dreams.’ ”

He’d spent years cooking on the
weekends, taking culinary workshops
when he could, and Aybars, 47, said cu-
linary school was the next logical step.

“The automotive sector used me for
20 years,” he remembers thinking to
himself. “The culinary sector can use me
now.’”

Aybars left the automotive industry
and went to culinary school in Turkey in
2017. When he finished he worked at
restaurants until moving to Michigan.
The couple began thinking about open-
ing up their own eatery four years ago,
something small, a gathering place.

Burcay was willing to leave a long-
time career in public relations to help
start their own business.

They decided on the move to Michi-
gan because they wanted to offer Turk-
ish food in Lansing, where the cuisine
wasn’t already prevalent. They have
friends who live here too.

They moved to Lansing with their 13-
year-old daughter, Beray, and Burcay

and Aybars began looking for the right
location for their business.

They found the space at 301 S. Wash-
ington Square in January. It was previ-
ously home to Backyard Bar-B-Q, which
closed its doors last August. The space,
in a building built in the mid-1800s,
seemed ideal, they said.

“We like this building because it has
got the soul that gets you in,” Burcay
said. “We wanted smaller, where people
know each other and are friendly.”

They’d planned to open the café in
the spring but the pandemic nearly de-
railed their plans and then put them
months behind.

“We thought, ‘What should we do?’’
Aybars said. “Should we continue?
Should we go back to Turkey? It was

really challenging.”
Ultimately they decided to wait until

late August.
On Tuesday afternoon last week, Ay-

bars stood behind the counter at Social
Sloth Café & Bakery, on the phone with
family in Turkey.

The café had closed for the day, but a
few people came in anyway. The Gun-
gulers greeted and served them.

There was a need for a Turkish café
and bakery in Lansing, Burcay said.

“This is our second week, but people
are coming back,” she said, earlier this
month. 

“This shows that they like it and they
want it.”

Something ‘foodies’ will
appreciate

The café’s menu changes daily but
customers can expect to find Turkish
dishes like lahmacun, a flatbread and si-
mit, a type of bagel, along with Turkish
coffee. 

There are also salads, a Turkish
breakfast, cakes, cookies and puddings
made on-site regularly, including sour-
dough bread created using a yeast start-
er Aybars brought to the U.S. from Tur-
key and named after his grandmother,
Pakize.

Burcay’s touch is in the décor. There
are two plush teal armchairs on either
side of a matching teal couch in one cor-
ner, decorative items on shelves in an-
other and the ever-present reminders of

the café’s namesake — the sloth.
There is a picture of one on the wall

behind the couch, and smaller drawings
of them hanging on another wall, the
work of their daughter, Beray. A large
stuffed toy sloth sits on a table in one
corner.

“In Turkey, people know this animal
as lazy,” Burcay said, but added it’s an
unfair description. “They are not. They
are energy-saving, enjoying life, enjoy-
ing eating but they are very mindful.
They eat slow.”

That’s how the couple hopes their
customers approach their visits to The
Social Sloth Café & Bakery. They’ve
been promoting the café with the hash-
tag #letshangtogether.

Amy Decker of East Lansing met the
Gungulers before the café opened. Now
she’s a regular customer and says the
café’s baklava is the best she’s ever tast-
ed.

“I’ve not found what I’ve found at the
Social Sloth anywhere else,” Decker, 44,
said. “It’s very unique.”

It will matter to Greater Lansing’s
“foodies,” she said.

“As a foodie we want food that tastes
incredible, that is unique, but what it’s
really about is the experience and when
you walk into Social Sloth café there’s
this warmth.”

“Our aim is not to be a big café or res-
taurant,” Burcay said. “It is to be a
unique, little, cozy, nice one.”

Contact Rachel Greco at
rgreco@lsj.com. 

Social Sloth
Continued from Page 1A

Aybars Gunguler, owner of Social Sloth
Cafe & Bakery, pictured Sept. 18 with
freshly baked lahmacun (Turkish flat
bread with ground beef and spices) at
the Social Sloth Cafe & Bakery.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Most classes at MSU have been on-
line since March, with fewer than
2,000 students living in MSU resi-
dence halls this fall. About 14,500 stu-
dents live on campus during a normal
school year.

About 20% of classes are in-person
at U-M, Schlissel said. There has been
little COVID-19 spread on the Ann Ar-
bor campus, he said, with most of the
cases spreading off-campus and in
shared housing. 

The University of Michigan has re-
ported 441 cases since March 8 with 91
cases coming over the last two weeks-
.Wayne State has seen 34 cases since

July 1. 
MSU, which has seen much higher

numbers, also has struggled to prevent
off-campus students from spreading
the virus into the community.

The Ingham County Health Depart-
ment has reported more than 1,200 CO-
VID-19 cases tied to MSU, with many in-
volving off-campus students who at-
tended large gatherings.

While MSU waits to resume all in-
person classes, officials will be watching
other institutions that have already re-
sumed in-person classes. 

Stanley said they’ll watch to see
whether safety precautions such as
wearing masks and social distancing al-
low for in-person classes without
spreading the virus. 

“If there are not cases of transmis-
sion in a classroom where people are

wearing masks, where they are socially
distanced ... that gives me much more
confidence that we can teach safely in
that environment and I think you might
see more campuses come back,” he said. 

Schlissel said the development and
distribution of COVID-19 vaccines will
dictate when students can return for in-
person classes.

He didn’t express much hope in na-
tional leaders. 

“What I’m most nervous about is that
we’ll have one or several vaccines, but
we’ll botch the delivery,” Schlissel said.
“Our country has not demonstrated
great capacity for organized, nation-
wide action and that’s what it’s going to
take to deliver a vaccine to 300 million
people.”

Contact Mark Johnson at 517-377-
1026 or at majohnson2@lsj.com. 

Classes
Continued from Page 1A

Testing of private residential wells
near the Grand Ledge Army Support
Facility did not detect PFOS or PFOA,
among the most common varieties of
PFAS chemicals, the Michigan Nation-
al Guard said Wednesday in a release.

Samples taken last year from the fa-
cility grounds were found to have been
contaminated with PFAS substances.
A retention pond on the site had PFO
concentration at 141 parts per trillion,
more than twice the limit required for
cleanup. One shallow groundwater
well had a combined total of 113 parts
per trillion of PFAS. 

The wells were sampled this sum-
mer after a National Guard Board in-
vestigation “determined that ground-
water flows southeast from the air-
field.”

“Out of an abundance of caution, 14
private wells downgradient of the fa-
cility were sampled and tested for Per-
and Polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS),” the National Guard said in the
release.

“The results of this sampling are
good news,” said Maj. Gen. Paul Rog-
ers, adjutant general and director of
the Michigan Department of Military
and Veteran’s Affairs.

Studies have found potential links
between PFAS and increased choles-
terol levels, increased risk of thyroid
disease, decreased fertility in woman,
lower infant birth weights and an in-
creased risk of cancer, the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Regis-
try said.

However, federal health agencies
say they cannot directly link PFAS ex-
posure to health conditions and more
studies are needed.

“The NGB and the Michigan Nation-
al Guard will continue to work closely
with the Michigan PFAS Action Re-
sponse Team (MPART), Michigan De-
partment of Environment, Great Lakes
and Energy (EGLE), Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
(DHHS), local county health depart-
ments, and the City of Grand Ledge
throughout the PFAS investigation
process,” the National Guard said.

Contact business reporter Christian
Martinez at cmartinez@lsj.com or
(517) 267-1342. 

The Michigan National Guard’s Grand
Ledge Aviation Readiness Center
pictured Nov. 13, 2019.
MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

PFAS not
detected near
Grand Ledge
Army facility
Christian Martinez
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

The president and his administra-
tion have faced sharp criticism for how
they’ve handled the coronavirus,
which causes the disease COVID-19.
However, the call from Whitmer and
Cuomo — and any subsequent con-
gressional inquiry — will likely be seen
as political maneuvering weeks ahead
of the presidential election. 

Issues cited by the governors in-
clude: 

h Trump’s admission to journalist
Bob Woodward that he publicly down-
played the severity of the virus despite
knowing its deadly potential.

h The White House nixing a federal

plan to distribute masks across the
country using the mail, including to
Wayne County and other hard-hit areas.

h Multiple reversals on coronavirus
guidance from the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, including
incorrectly stating asymptomatic peo-
ple exposed to someone with the virus
should not get tested. 

“As a country, we cannot allow this
type of politically motivated decision-
making to take root. Logic dictates that
COVID won’t be the last public health
challenge we will face, and we can’t af-
ford to again respond by playing poli-
tics, instead of listening to the science
and facts,” the governors said in the
statement.

“Congress must immediately con-
duct an oversight investigation into the
Trump administration’s response to

this pandemic, including the actions at
(the Department of Health and Human
Services) and the (U.S. Postal Service)
the public learned about over the past
week.” 

Last month, the U.S. Department of
Justice sent data requests to Whitmer,
Cuomo and Democratic governors in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey regarding
COVID-19 policies and nursing homes.
The DOJ said the requests went to
states where orders “may have resulted
in the deaths of thousands of elderly
nursing home residents.”

Whitmer and Cuomo blasted the re-
quest as political. Whitmer has provid-
ed information to the DOJ, a spokesper-
son recently told the Free Press. 

Contact Dave Boucher at dbouch-
er@freepress.com or 313-938-4591. Fol-
low him on Twitter @Dave_Boucher1.

Response
Continued from Page 1A

A divided Michigan House voted
Wednesday to shield health providers
and businesses from coronavirus-re-
lated lawsuits filed by patients, em-
ployees or customers, advancing bills
that majority Republicans said would
give businesses more comfort to re-
open and block frivolous complaints.

Opponents have said the measures
would make it too tough for negligence
victims to sue. Many Democrats voted
against the business-backed legisla-
tion, which was sent to the GOP-led
Senate for debate.

It would protect employers from li-
ability if a worker is exposed to the
COVID-19 virus during Michigan’s
emergency despite the employer hav-
ing substantially complied with health
rules, retroactive to Jan. 1. Immunity
would not apply if an employer willful-
ly disregarded the regulations.

“This is a balanced approach on
COVID liability that will not in any way
protect bad actors,” said a sponsor, Re-
publican Rep. Thomas Albert of Low-
ell, who added that it would safeguard
infected employees from retribution.
“Job providers need to know what
safety protocols are expected of them,

and they deserve some reassurance that
they will not be sued if they are taking
necessary safety precautions.”

Other bills would:
h retroactively shield hospitals, doc-

tors and other providers from suits cov-
ering services between March 10 and
July 14 unless there was willful miscon-
duct, gross negligence, intentional mis-
conduct or intentional infliction of
harm. Democratic Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer vetoed such a measure in Au-
gust, though it was broader. It would
have extended the immunity through
2020 and applied to future emergen-
cies.

h require people to meet minimum
requirements to sue for exposure to the
coronavirus and apply retroactively to
Jan. 1. They would be required to test
positive and be hospitalized for at least
24 hours or be so ill that they could not
engage in their usual activities for at
least 14 days. A death also would qualify.

h protect the makers of personal pro-
tective equipment, medications,
COVID-19 tests, disinfectants and
cleaning supplies from product-liability
claims unless they knew of a defect. 

h prevent infected employees from
reporting to work and bar employers
from taking “adverse employment ac-

tion” against them. Whitmer has issued
an order with similar prohibitions.

Whitmer spokeswoman Tiffany
Brown said Michigan law already says
people taking reasonable care to protect
workers and customers cannot be held
liable in court. Most businesses are “do-
ing the right thing,” she said.

“Instead of passing this legislation,
which is a solution in search of a prob-
lem, the Legislature should be focused
on helping our businesses implement
health and safety standards to keep
their employees and customers safe,”
Brown said.

While House Democrats generally
opposed all but the bill related to worker
protections, they did not speak out
against the legislation before the vote.
In testimony submitted this month, the
Negligence Law Section of the State Bar
of Michigan said some of the measures
would make it “unreasonably difficult”
for victims to sue and would lower the
duty of employers and business owners
to protect employees and customers
from exposure to the virus.

Another bill sponsor, Republican
Rep. Tommy Brann of Wyoming, owns
several restaurants. 

“Passage of this legislation is about
survival of family business,” he said.

Divided House votes on lawsuit shield
David Eggert  ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Daily News 
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‘Beloved Michelle’: CC-C school teacher unexpectedly 
dies amid COVID outbreak  
Michelle McCrackin was a K-6 Title 1 paraprofessional 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on September 26, 2020  

CARSON CITY — A Carson City-Crystal educator unexpectedly died Thursday night, just one day after the school 
district closed down due to a COVID outbreak. 

Michelle McCrackin, 53, of Carson City was an employee of CC-C schools for the past 14 years and most recently 
worked as a Title 1 paraprofessional for kindergarten through sixth grade, according to CC-C Superintendent John 
Sattler who issued a statement on Friday afternoon about McCrackin’s death. 

“Michelle was extremely dedicated to the students and staff at CC-C schools,” Sattler said. “She was also known for 
her dedicated work as the union president and for her support of staff and her advocacy for doing what is right for the 
school community. 

“As our school community mourns Michelle’s untimely passing together, please keep the McCrackin family in your 
thoughts and prayers as they navigate through the loss of their beloved Michelle,” Sattler added. “She will be greatly 
missed.” 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department confirmed that a Montcalm County woman in her 50s died from 
COVID on Thursday night/Friday morning. 

“The health department would like to offer its sincere condolences to the family,” Health Department Public 
Information Officer Leslie Kinnee said. “Our thoughts and prayers are with them as they mourn this tragic and 
unexpected loss. 

“We would like to reiterate the fact that COVID-19 is actively circulating in our communities and of the importance 
of wearing a mask and maintaining at least six feet of social distance from others when in public,” Kinnee added. 

Montcalm County has now had five COVID-related deaths since March, with a total of 284 positive cases as of 
Friday (with more than 50 of those cases added since mid-September). The previous four deaths all involved elderly 
people with “significant” health issues, according to Montcalm County Emergency Services Director Eric Smith. 

The CC-C school district shut down Wednesday after it became the first school district in Montcalm County to 
experience a COVID outbreak — defined by the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services as two or more 
cases that are unrelated. 

Sattler previously told the Daily News that a female school staff member who had been out sick contacted the district 
Tuesday morning to report she had tested positive for COVID-19. A total of 13 more staff members were asked to 
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quarantine due to having had direct contact with the woman. By Wednesday, three more staff members had tested 
positive — plus a student who had no contact with any of those staff members. 

Because the situation was changing so quickly and so many staff members had to be quarantined, Sattler decided to 
cancel school Wednesday and to switch over to virtual or distance learning starting Thursday until at least Oct. 4. 

Separately, The Laurels of Carson City also has a COVID outbreak, according to the Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department, which said the nursing home outbreak and the CC-C school outbreak are not related. The first positive 
case at The Laurels was reported to the health department on Sept. 11 and has resulted in a total of two positive cases 
to date. 
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Daily News 
Saturday, September 26, 2020 

MCC reports first positive coronavirus case, 5 more 
students asked to quarantine  
With case isolated and no outbreak reported, in-person classes will continue as scheduled 

By Cory Smith | on September 26, 2020  

SIDNEY TOWNSHIP — Entering its fifth week of holding in-person classes, Montcalm Community College (MCC) 
had its first positive coronavirus case this week.  

Stacy Young 

On Monday, MCC President Stacy Young announced that a student who attends classes on the college’s Sidney 
campus had tested positive after taking a COVID-19 test off-campus. 

“We received word late Monday, one of our students had gotten tested for another reason and they let us know that 
they had tested positive,” Young told the Daily News. “With that information, we immediately went full speed and 
began working with the health department.”  

In a statement released to students and staff, Young said the college worked with the Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department (MMDHD) for guidance and contact tracing.  

“Those exposed have been contacted,” Young said in the statement. “The health and wellbeing of our employees and 
students is our top priority. Out of an abundance of caution, we are deep cleaning and disinfecting the locations 
impacted tonight.”  

Young elaborated to the Daily News that the positive case has resulted in an additional five students being asked to 
quarantine from home for 14 days.  

The MMDHD recommends that anyone who was within six feet of an individual that has tested positive for the 
coronavirus for 15 minutes or more should quarantine to prevent possible additional exposure to the virus.  

While the additional five students didn’t fall into that category specifically, Young said they were “close enough” to 
where she felt instituting a quarantine was necessary.  



Page 2 of 3 
 

“The five people were all outside of that six-foot perimeter and they all had masks on, but we felt like this would be, 
out of an abundance of caution, one extra thing we could do, to make sure we are being as safe as possible. The good 
news is that all of these students can continue with their classes online.”  

Young said in working with the MMDHD, the college had successfully contact-traced all other individuals within an 
hour and a half.  

“It’s so tough because we don’t want to upset people’s lives, but at the same time, this is a few students impacted out 
of 1,400 enrolled,” she continued. “We will make sure they have all of their school services during this 14-day time 
period.”  

Young said the college personally reached out to all six individuals to ensure they had the necessary materials and 
technology to continue their classes online at this time.  

In reacting to the college’s first reported positive case, Young said current safety protocols in place will not change, 
except for one additional detail.  

“We will ask faculty to make sure they have seating charts ready, so we can quickly perform contact tracing,” she 
said. “All these changes were new enough this semester, and with masks on, some of the faculty had to really think 
about who was in their classroom.”  

Young said there will be no interruptions or cancellations of classes due to the coronavirus at the college’s Sidney and 
Greenville cases.  

“I had a student who reached out to me, pleading, please don’t close the school down,” Young said. “Were just going 
to take this case by case. Hopefully, everybody stays safe and healthy, and this student who tested positive stays 
healthy and recovers quickly.”  

With faculty having been on campus since June, Young said the college has several members of its staff who have 
quarantined over the past several months due to reported possible exposures to others who tested positive outside of 
the college.  

“Nobody hasn’t gotten sick up to this point, they’ve just had to sit 14 days and then come back,” she said. “Nearly 
every employee can work from home with how things are set up now, so that’s gone very smoothly.  

Young said while it was inevitable to college would likely encounter a positive coronavirus case once school resumed 
in August, she is proud of the efforts put forth by college staff and students to ensure such positive cases don’t lead to 
potential outbreaks.  

“We’ve had staff and faculty since mid-June without any positive cases, and five weeks in, we have our first student 
case. I’m really grateful that our team has just stepped up because we could not have what we have today without this 
great, flexible team, showing grace through all of this as well,” she said. “We have two teams that meet during the 
week about COVID issues, and we’ll continue working hard to keep everyone safe.” 

Young said additional focus at the college is already being placed on spring enrollment, as well as enrollment for the 
fall of 2021.  

With Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announcing the new “Futures for Frontliners” campaign, essential workers in Michigan 
who put in time during the height of the coronavirus lockdown and don’t have a degree are eligible for free college at 
community colleges.  
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“This initiative is Michigan’s way of expressing gratitude to essential workers for protecting public health and 
keeping our state running,” Whitmer said in a statement. “Whether it was stocking shelves, delivering supplies, 
picking up trash, manufacturing PPE or providing medical care, you were there for us. Now, this is your chance to 
pursue the degree or training you’ve been dreaming about to help you and your own family succeed.” 

Young said the college is excited to begin working toward welcoming those future students.  

“Our goal is to help as many students as we can,” she said. “This will be a great opportunity.” 



 

One Michigan county tells the story of a 

nation plagued by water pollution  

By Jane Johnston & Circle of Blue • 13 hours ago  

 

Pollution from agriculture and leaky septic tanks has produced an excess of algae in the 

Pine River.  

J. Carl Ganter / Circle of Blue  

 

 

https://www.michiganradio.org/sites/michigan/files/styles/x_large/public/202009/pollution_from_agriculture_and_leaky_septic_tanks_has_produced_an_excess_of_algae_in_the_pine_river._photo____j._carl_ganter___circle_of_blue.jpg


Farms housing thousands of animals are one of several sources contaminating the Pine River 

and dividing a mid-Michigan community. 

Murray Borrello, wearing khakis and a loose-fitting brown button-up, walked down a backroad 

during the summer of 2019 listening to the sounds of the woods. Water from the Pine River 

flowed slowly beneath him as he looked out over a bridge. 

“Oh, I hear a frog,” the Alma College geology and environmental studies professor said. “That’s 

a good sign.”  

Borrello has been monitoring the Pine River for nearly two decades, so he is attuned to the marks 

of a healthy ecosystem. He and his team of students and community members test water samples 

from the 103-mile-long river and its tributaries for an array of pollution indicators: nitrogen and 

phosphorus, bacteria and dissolved oxygen. Since he began the project in 2003, Borrello said 

contamination in the watershed has only gotten worse.  

 

The 103-mile-long Pine River runs through Gratiot County, a Michigan county that is home to 

more cows and pigs than people. 

Credit J. Carl Ganter / Circle of Blue 

To Borrello, the source of the problem seems obvious. “The river is loaded with nutrients, it's 

loaded with bacteria,” he told Circle of Blue. “We see it upstream and downstream, we can look 

at where it's coming from. It's coming from application sites of manure, and it's coming from 

CAFOs themselves.” 

CAFOs, or concentrated animal feeding operations, are industrial farms that raise a large number 

livestock or poultry. Critics of the operations, like Borrello and the Sierra Club, point to a 

growing body of research that reveals the dismal effects CAFOs can have on water and air 

quality—and on the communities around them. 

https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/why-are-cafos-bad#Quality


 

          Manure from cows, if mishandled, can end up in our nation's waterways, killing wildlife 

and vegetation by producing an excess of nutrients like phosphorous and nitrogen. 

Credit J. Carl Ganter / Circle of Blue 

The Iowa Policy Project released a report in 2018 on the intense impact the growing number of 

CAFOs have had on waterways in the United States. They found evidence proving excess 

nutrients from CAFOs, like the ones found in the Pine River, can kill any life present for miles 

around a body of water. If ingested by humans, high levels of nitrate can cause birth defects, 

cancer, liver damage and a wide range of allergic reactions.  

The Pine River is at the heart of this pollution debate. The river runs through five mid-Michigan 

counties, including Gratiot County, where Alma College is located and where Borrello’s team 

does most of its monitoring. Gratiot County is home to 27 CAFOs—the third highest of any 

county in Michigan—according to data from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great 

Lakes and Energy (EGLE).  

 

 

 

 

http://www.iowapolicyproject.org/2018docs/180125-CAFO.pdf
https://miwaters.deq.state.mi.us/nsite/map/results/filters


CAFOs aren’t the only suspected source of pollution in the Pine River, whose history with 

contamination dates back to the 1930s. Locals can recall a time when high levels of dangerous 

chemicals like DDT were found in the river, dumped there by Velsicol Chemical Company, 

which operated from a riverside factory in St. Louis, Michigan. The company was also 

responsible for the infamous PBB disaster from the 1970s, in which toxic fire retardants were 

inadvertently mixed into livestock feed, resulting in one of the worst mass poisonings in U.S. 

history. The site where Velsicol once stood is now one of three EPA-designated Superfund sites 

in St. Louis. 

But as cleanup of those legacy chemicals begins, new threats to the Pine River are taking center 

stage: dysfunctional septic tanks for one, but also runoff from local farms and CAFOs. These 

contemporary pollutants are the center of lively arguments about water quality in the 21st 

century, a discussion whose consequences can be measured in regulatory costs, environmental 

degradation, and farm profits. How much waste comes from any one pollution source is highly 

contested -- and contentious. 

Plagued by pollution 

Nothing about the pollution in the Pine River is particularly unique. Contamination from leaky 

sewage systems is common throughout Michigan, the only state without a comprehensive septic 

tank management law. Agriculture, on the other hand, is the country’s leading cause of river 

pollution. 

<iframe width="560" height="315" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/CZqCVKgopts" 

frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; 

picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe> 

Pollution more broadly is affecting waterways in other parts of the country, too. An investigation 

from 2017 showed that nearly a fifth of all Americans were exposed to unsafe drinking water 

from decades of industrial dumping, farming pollution, and deterioration of water distribution 

pipes.  

Gratiot County residents aren’t the only ones dealing with farm pollution. Every year residents 

living around Lake Erie experience harmful algal blooms due to agricultural runoff. In Ohio, 

large-scale dairy and livestock farms that are too small to be classified as a CAFO aren’t 

regulated. Manure from cows, hogs and chickens wash into the Maumee River, which flows into 

Lake Erie.  

CAFO waste can pollute surface water with an excess of phosphorus and nitrogen, two nutrients 

that cause algal blooms. In a process called eutrophication, algal growth cuts off sunlight and 

robs the water of oxygen, either killing aquatic life or forcing fish and amphibians to migrate to 

an area with more of the dissolved gas. Borrello witnesses this process occur year after year in 

the Pine River. At the end of the summer, he said, the river is caked in green slime. 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/ddt-brief-history-and-status
https://www.circleofblue.org/2018/world/remembering-michigans-pbb-crisis/
https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/SiteProfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=second.contams&id=0502194
https://www.mlive.com/news/2017/06/epa_velsicol_97m.html
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/bacteria-and-viruses-human-waste-getting-michigan-water
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/michigan-only-state-not-regulating-septic-tanks#:%7E:text=Michigan%20is%20the%20only%20state,statewide%20septic%20code%2C%20Hammond%20said.&text=Our%20conversation%20with%20Sean%20Hammond,for%20the%20Michigan%20Environmental%20Council.
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/michigan-only-state-not-regulating-septic-tanks#:%7E:text=Michigan%20is%20the%20only%20state,statewide%20septic%20code%2C%20Hammond%20said.&text=Our%20conversation%20with%20Sean%20Hammond,for%20the%20Michigan%20Environmental%20Council.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/08/14/63-million-americans-exposed-unsafe-drinking-water/564278001/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/water-damage-episode-1016/#top
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/eutrophication.html


 

 

 

“Even just simply looking at the river, seeing the algae in the aquatic vegetation choking the 

river, and then finding some excuse of why we shouldn't be changing our practices is just beyond 

me,” Borrello said.In Gratiot County, it has been too easy for locals, government officials, and 

polluters themselves to turn a blind eye.  

Tim Keeton, a biology professor at Alma College who is part of Borrello’s monitoring team, 

says the biggest roadblock in their work is getting around the Michigan Farm Bureau.  

The American Farm Bureau is a national organization, with chapters in all 50 states, that 

represents the American agricultural industry. Its influence as a lobbying group can be compared 

to groups like the National Rifle Association. In Gratiot County, Borrello and Keeton said the 

Farm Bureau has done everything it can to stop the public from blaming CAFOs for pollution in 

the Pine River.  

“If you talk to the Farm Bureau, they would say that that's all leaky septic tanks,” Keeton told 

Circle of Blue. “If you talk to people that kind of sit down and do the math and study the 

environment around here, they're going to say, no, it's got to be mostly feedlot manure 

applications.”  

Laura Campbell, the director of agricultural ecology for the Michigan Farm Bureau, told Circle 

of Blue that based on a watershed management plan for the county published last December, 

there’s evidence to support both theories.  

The goal of the watershed management plan was to give the community a clearer idea of what 

was contaminating their water so that they could put together an effective plan to clean it up, 

Julie Spencer, administrator of the Gratiot Conservation District, told Circle of Blue. The plan 

does that, and now “there’s no excuse to continue polluting the river,” she said. 

Spencer said she thinks it’s important to focus on both animal and human sources of pollution, 

which has made her unpopular among many in the community. “My goal is clean water. Period,” 

she said. “Whatever it takes to clean the Pine River is my goal. I will not take sides and I will 

help anyone who asks for my help.”  

Campbell said that the findings in the plan can help the community come together, instead of 

continuing to point fingers at one another. 

That includes everyone, even local farmers.  

 

 

https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying/clients/summary?cycle=2019&id=D000021832
https://www.opensecrets.org/federal-lobbying/clients/summary?cycle=2019&id=D000000082
https://www.gratiotconservationdistrict.org/uploads/5/4/0/6/54061045/uprwmp_12202019_full_407_pg_document_print_ready.pdf


 

Farming: Industry or family business? 

Matt Cary is a third-generation farmer at Cary Pioneer Farms, which started out as a small farm. 

Over the generations, the family acquired more land, transforming the farm into a large-scale 

operation, growing crops on 4,100 acres and raising over 2,000 cattle every year, earning it 

CAFO status.  

 

Matt Carry is a third-generation farmer in Alma, Michigan. 

Credit J. Carl Ganter / Circle of Blue 

Cary, who now runs the business alongside his father and his brother, owes the majority of his 

success to his grandfather, who started the farm in 1944 and was what Cary described as nothing 

short of a “visionary” who was ahead of the curve on more recent sustainability measures like 

soil testing and spot application of manure. 

Farming is in the family’s blood, said Cary, who has worked on the farm since he was 16. “I 

couldn’t imagine any other way of life,” he said, concluding that at the end of the day, they’re 

just “a large family farm.”  

This echoes the Farm Bureau’s stance. “Permitted livestock are not huge soulless corporate 

industries,” Campbell wrote in an email. “Our permitted farms are family-owned businesses just 

like smaller farms.”  



Keeton disagrees. “The regulations that these feedlots have to deal with are very different than 

what most industries have to deal with,” he said, adding that any farm with thousands of animals 

on it is “an industry and it needs to be treated as such.” 

Regulations for CAFOs in Michigan are different than those for smaller farms. The permit for 

CAFOs includes rules on when a farmer is allowed to apply manure and fertilizer on frozen 

ground and how much manure and fertilizer is allowed to be applied on farm fields at all. 

      

Increased soil testing and spot application of manure can help reduce agriculture's environmental 

impact. 

      Credit J. Carl Ganter / Circle of Blue 

The newest permit, revised this year, bans application on frozen ground and considerably limits 

application on fields. It is currently being contested by groups like the Michigan Farm Bureau. 

They, along with six other agricultural advocacy groups and more than 160 farms, submitted a 

petition in late May of this year, arguing that the regulations overstep EGLE’s regulatory 

authority. Until a decision on the newest permit is reached, regulations from 2015 will still be in 

effect. 

Campbell said the Michigan Farm Bureau feels that the permit’s requirements are, at the very 

least, hardly backed by science and that the costs of keeping up with the new standards could put 

some farms out of business entirely. 

https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/michigan-farm-industry-pushes-back-against-state-limits-manure-spread


 

Cary shared the Farm Bureau’s concerns. “I'll be the first to tell you, some regulation is not a bad 

thing, because there's people out there that need that push a little more than others,” he said. But 

when such strict regulations are imposed, it leaves farmers little time to prepare for change, he 

said. 

Cary said he’s worried about what the future of farming will look like, but he’s worried about the 

environment too. “It's really important for us to be running our operation for the future of our 

kids and for our community,” he said. “But we're just like anybody else. We're trying to raise a 

family, and we drink all the same water.”  

Bruce Washburn, an environmental quality specialist from EGLE’s Water Resources Division, 

told Circle of Blue that the regulations are intended to minimize pollution in waterways like the 

Saginaw Bay, into which the Pine River eventually flows. 

Borrello and other environmental groups argue that the permit doesn’t go far enough to protect 

Michigan’s waterways. However, neither he nor Keeton blames the farmers. “It’s our conviction 

that regulations are the problem,” Keeton said.  

Borrello does not anticipate that lawmakers – of any party – will take action to reduce farm 

pollution. “I have no confidence that anybody, Democrat, Republican, Independent, the 

governor, the attorney general,” he said, “has any desire whatsoever to do anything positive 

related to protecting our waters from agricultural impact.”  

The role of CAFOs in the national food system is even being called into question. At the end of 

2019, Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) introduced the Farm System Reform Act, which would eliminate 

CAFOs entirely by 2040. The bill gained support from Democratic colleagues Bernie Sanders 

and Elizabeth Warren, but it has not moved out of committee.  

What little faith he does have left, Borrello puts in the next generation. “The only hope I have is 

that the young people will start voting and start asking questions that specifically say, ‘If we vote 

for you, will you change how agriculture is regulated?’” 

Farms that started out small, like the Carys’, “want to be good stewards,” Borrello said. “I think 

they are doing everything to the letter of the law. And the law just doesn’t protect the 

environment.”  

The Great Lakes News Collaborative includes Bridge Michigan; Circle of Blue; Great Lakes 

Now at Detroit Public Television; and Michigan Radio, Michigan’s NPR News Leader; who 

work together to bring audiences news and information about the impact of climate change, 

pollution, and aging infrastructure on the Great Lakes and drinking water. This independent 

journalism is supported by the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.  

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3221/text#toc-idd1eef906e5824655bafd2fe2d818e7a8
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

An elderly man who was hospi-
talized with COVID-19 died Sun-
day night, bringing the county’s
deaths to 14, with five in Septem-
ber.

September becomes the second
month with five deaths. The first
was April, when the disease killed
four during an outbreak at the Is-
abella County Medical Care Facil-
ity. Two died in March, and one
each in June and July.

The number of cases in Isabella
County increased by 14 over the
weekend, going from 621 cumu-
latively reported as of Friday af-
ternoon to 635 on Monday. The
county crossed the 600 case mark
last Tuesday.

The elderly man’s death was not
connected to cases stemming from
CMU’s return to campus. The uni-
versity reported Monday morning
that it’s cumulative case numbers
increased by 16 last week, for a cu-
mulative number of 233.

CORONAVIRUS

14th Isabella
resident dies
of COVID-19

SCREEN SHOTS FROM KELLOGG’S VIDEO

Gratiot County farmer Dennis Kellogg is gaining attention for a pro-Biden political ad he filmed on his North Star Township farm.

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

A sixth generation Gratiot
County farmer is getting a lot
of attention for a political ad
he made on Twitter.

Dennis Kellogg of North
Star Township was recruited
by a New York Political Action
Committee called Rural Voices
to produce the ad supporting
Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden (To see the ad,
visit https://bit.ly/345B2GC).

After it was posted a cou-
ple of weeks ago it has received
more than 250,000 views.

“The president of the Mich-
igan Farmers Union contacted
(members) and wondered if
anyone in our organization
would be willing to discuss
rural issues and how farmers
are being hurt related to the
Trump administration,” Kel-
logg explained.

He had been interviewed by
Fox 47 News out of Lansing
last year.

“We talked about it and af-
ter a series of discussions I de-
cided to make the ad,” Kellogg
said. “They condensed eight
hours of talking into one min-
ute and 14 seconds.

“But nothing was taken out
of context. It was all what I im-
plied (during the interview).”

Kellogg, 72, noted that he’s
usually pretty “low key.”

“I kind of sit back and will
be the last one who speaks,”

he said. “But everyone has an
opinion. My uncle died fight-
ing Hitler in WWII so I can
have an opinion and every-
one else can too. But we can
still all get along. Although we
haven’t been doing a very good
job of that lately.”

The Kellogg’s have been
farming in Gratiot County
since the 1850s. The family’s
homestead is in Newark Town-
ship, where family members
still reside.

Kellogg’s son Jason, 43, is

now the seventh generation to
follow the same path.

“I’m still active everyday
but I think it’s important to
keep it in the family for gen-
erations to come,” Dennis Kel-
logg said. “We have about 220
tillable acres. That definitely
puts us in the small farm cat-
egory today.”

In the Twitter post he says:
“The upcoming election is the
most important vote you will
ever make in your lifetime.”

“That’s what I love about

this country,” Kellogg said.
“Our voices can be heard. If
you don’t like my opinion then
you can go make your own
video. We all have that right.”

However, he does believe
some people are too short
sighted.

“We’re acting like the world
is coming to an end and we
just want to live for the mo-
ment,” Kellogg said. “I think
that’s a mistake. We should be
planning for the next 100 gen-
erations.”

GRATIOT COUNTY

GRATIOT FARMER’S POLITICAL
TWITTER AD GETS ATTENTION

Gratiot County farmer Dennis Kellogg, pictured here with his son Jason, is gaining attention for a pro-
Biden political ad he filmed on his North Star Township farm.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Two men were charged Mon-
day in connection to an April ho-
micide on Mt. Pleasant’s south
side, identified by the third man
charged, who told police that all
five of them intended to rob the
victim of drugs and money.

Antony Smiles and Jesse Hin-
ton Jr., both 20, were arraigned
Monday afternoon before Magis-
trate Sandra Straus.

Both were charged with open
murder, conspiracy to commit

armed robbery, assault with in-
tent to rob while armed, first-de-
gree home invasion, two counts of
assault with a dangerous weapon
and four counts of felony firearm.
Open murder, conspiracy to com-
mit armed robbery and assault
with intent to rob while armed po-
tentially carry life sentences; first-
degree home invasion is a 20-year
felony; assault with a dangerous
weapon is a four-year felony; and
felony firearm is a two-year felony
with the sentence running consec-
utive to the underlying crimes.

A criminal complaint filed with
the court says that the third man

charged cooperated with the po-
lice investigation, identifying
Smiles, of Macomb, and Hinton
Jr., of Chicago, as present. Robert
Jamison, a 20-year-old Chicago
man charged in mid-August, also
told police that all five of them had
intended to rob the victim of mar-
ijuana and money and split it five
ways.

Smiles and Hinton were ar-
rested by the Michigan State Po-
lice last week, the fourth and fifth
suspects in the murder of Raven
Tre-Von Edelen just before 6 p.m.
on April 20.

MT. PLEASANT

Two more charged in homicide, ID’d by cooperating defendant

MEDIANEWS GROUP FILE PHOTO

Antony Smiles, left, and Jesse Hinton Jr. were charged Monday in
connection to an April homicide on Mt. Pleasant’s south side
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Plans to turn Blanchard Ele-
mentary School into a community
center have been delayed due to
property and financial issues.

The former elementary school,
located on 405 S. Fourth Street,
was built in 1958. The 22,000
square feet school was vacated
in 2008.

Efforts by Kimberly Camp
Smith and her Facebook group
“Save the Blanchard Elemen-
tary School” in order to turn the
building into community center
have been made. In Jan. 2020,
the building was purchased by
former Blanchard resident Rol-
land Courser, who purchased the
building for around $40,000.

Courser intended to donate
the building to an organization
within the community that was
formed and supposed to apply

BLANCHARD

Plan to turn
elementary
school into a
community
center hits wall
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is fifth in September
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A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

age 82, of Oil City
passed away Sunday,
September 27, 2020, at
her home surrounded
by family under the care
of Mid Michigan Hos-
pice. Funeral Services
for Janet will be held at
the Maranatha Baptist
Church on Wednesday,
September 30, at 12
noon with Pastor Gene
L@M=@R&8 ;%D)!@4!<$A 7
Lunch will immediately
follow. Interment will
take place in Memorial
Gardens Cemetery fol-

lowing the Committal Service. The family will re-
ceive friends on Tuesday, September 29, from 5
until 8 p.m. at the church. Visitation will continue
the day of the service from 11 a.m. until the time of
the service. Memorial contributions may be made to
the Maranatha Baptist Church. Envelopes will be
available at Clark Family Funeral Chapel and Ma-
ranatha Baptist Church. Janet was born on Sep-
4&=?&8 "B *S'UB !< 7Q=@B 4#& (@2$#4&8 ;% J;6&:#
and Helen (Eveland) Heigley and was proud to have
lived her whole life in Oil City. She married David
Knopp on September 29, 1956, at the Chippewa
Baptist Church. David and Janet owned the Village
Grocery in Oil City for 17 years. She was active the
the Maranatha Baptist Church, serving in the choir
and playing the piano during church services. She
loved to cook, continuing the tradition of Sunday
dinners with her family. She loved being a mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother and helping
raise her family across all generations. Janet is
survived by her husband of 64 years, David; chil-
dren, Gregory Knopp of Oil City, Brian (Deanna)
Knopp of Oil City, and Rhonda (Jim Cotter) Knopp
of Oil City; grandchildren, Leslie (Sean) Moes, Brid-
$&44 I<;::B PQ!66@ I<;::B 1@0!( F7=!&E I<;::B J2-
Q!& F3;8&ME +!QQ!@=6B 58!44@<M I<;::B 7264!< F3@!4-
lyn) Musselman, Myah (Chas) Luckett, and Leah
Musselman; great-grandchildren, Kaleb, Savanna,
Brennan, Carter, Dylan, Isabel, Reagan, Bryan,
and Conner; and several nieces and nephews.
Janet was preceded in death by her son, Dennis;
parents; in-laws, Owen and Bertha Knopp; sister,
Shirley (Dick) Freeze; and niece, Michelle Freeze.
Janet’s family would like to thank Leah Musselman
for all of the loving care and dedication she gave
to grandma. You may view Janet’s obituary online
and send a condolence to the family at www.clark-
funeralchapel.com.

KNOPP, JANET ANN

age 96, of Riverdale
passed away peace-
fully of natural causes
on Sunday, September
27, 2020, with family
by her side. Funeral
Services for Marie will
be held at the Seville
Community Church
of God of Elwell on
Thursday, October 1,
2020, at 12 noon with
/@64;8 5;? N@QQ6 ;%D-
ciating. A Luncheon
will immediately follow
at the church. A Pri-
vate Committal Service

will follow in the Lincoln Township Cemetery. The
family will receive friends at the church the day of
the service from 10 a.m. until the time of the ser-
0!)&A K< H!&2 ;% C;O&86B 4#& %@=!QM 8&92&646 =&=;-
rial contributions be made in Marie’s honor to the
Seville Community Church of God where she was a
member. Envelopes will be available at Clark Fam-
ily Funeral Chapel of the Church. Marie was born
on March 31, 1924, in Mt. Pleasant, the daughter
of Roy and Stella (Cobb) Deming. She married Neil
Litwiller on August 16, 1947, in Shepherd. Marie
was an amazing wife, mother, and grandmother,
who treasured her family more than anything. She
was an immaculate homemaker with superior bak-
ing and cooking skills. Her gardening skills yielded
plenty of fruits and vegetables that kept her family
fed throughout the year. Marie worked from sun up
to sun down. She stressed the importance of being
%@!8 @<( &92@Q 4; #&8 %@=!QMB %8!&<(6B @<( <&!$#-
bors. She loved parties with family that included
lots of fun and laughter. Marie enjoyed many years
of traveling to her and Neil’s cabin on St. Joseph
K6Q@<( !< 3@<@(@A -#& O@6 @ 6R!QQ&( D6#&8=@<A
,#&M 6#@8&( 4#&!8 Q;0& ;% D6#!<$B D6# %8M6B ?;<
D8&6B @<( =@<M 6:&)!@Q 4!=&6 O!4# =@<M %8!&<(6B
%@=!QMB @<( =@<M @)92@!<4@<)&6A G@8!& !6 6280!0&(
by her children, Darlene (Les) Jenkins of Riverd-
ale, Bonnie (Dave Bailey) Morton of Lyon, Rosalie
Brush of Shepherd, and Douglas (April) Litwiller of
Blanchard; 8 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchil-
dren; and sister, Mary Lou Foglesong of St. Louis.
Marie was preceded in death by her husband, Neil
in 2015; parents; son-in-law, Marlin Brush; grand-
son, Jonathon Litwiller; and sisters, Margaret
Brookens and Mildred Gott. You may view Marie’s
obituary online and send a condolence to the fam-
ily at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com.

LITWILLER, MARIE CATHERINE

Mary Louise Fiolek Lob-
singer, 94, passed away
Sunday, September
27, 2020, at Rosebush
Manor in Rosebush,
Michigan. She was born
June 6, 1926, in Lea-
ton, Michigan, daughter
of the late Daniel and
Mary (Welniak) Lackie.
Louise lived in Leaton
and attended country
schools through the
8th grade. At the age of
16 she moved to Detroit
to work at Superior Pis-
ton Ring as a factory

worker during World War II. While in Detroit, she
took up a relationship with Joseph Fiolek who was
also working in Detroit, and who also happened to
be from Leaton. The couple married on January 12,
1945, at St. Cecelia Catholic Church in Detroit and
moved back to Isabella County in 1970. They were
married for 41 years until his passing in 1986.
When she returned to Isabella County, Louise
drove a school bus for 15 years. In 1989 she mar-
ried Robert Lobsinger. Robert died in 1991. Louise
was a very active person. She loved to be around
people, enjoyed country music, dancing, bowling,
and golf. She was a avid Detroit Tigers fan, follwed
the PGA, and often attended the sporting events
of her grandchildren. She was a former member
of St. Charles Church in Leaton. More than any-
thing, Louise loved and adored her family. She is
survived by her daughter, Arlene (Charles) Shreve
of Traverse City; son, Joseph (Tammy) Fiolek of Mt.
/Q&@6@<4> D0& $8@<()#!Q(8&<B H!6@ F.M@<E 3Q@8R ;%
Hudsonville, Melissa Forst of Traverse City, Amy
Shreve of Kalamazoo, Taylor Fiolek of Dewitt and
Connor Fiolek Mt. Pleasant; three great grand-
children Madison, Alexa, and Aidan; and sisters,
Theresa Olzewski of Ithaca, Marge Clare of Mt.
Pleasant, and Christine Wilson of Nixon, MO; and
many nieces and nephews. Louise was preceded in
death by her parents; husband, Joseph Fiolek and
Robert Lobsinger; brother, Donald Lackie; and sis-
ters, Grace Lackie, Eva Downing, Dorothy Kowal-
lic, and Agnes Zawacki. Her funeral will be held
at 11 a.m. Friday, October 2, at Charles R. Lux
Family Funeral Home with Father Don Henkes
officiating. The family will receive friends one
hour prior to the service. Burial will be in Calvary
Cemetery following the service. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Rosebush Manor. Envelopes
will be available at the funeral home. To leave a
condolence for the family or to sign the online guest
book please visit www.CharlesRLux.com

www.ChalresRLux.com

LOBSINGER, MARY LOUISE (LACKIE) FIOLEK

age 90, of Mt. Pleasant
passed away Saturday,
September 26, 2020,
at her home. A Private
Funeral Services for
Charlene will be held
at Clark Family Fu-
neral Chapel with Ben-
T@=!< P0&86 ;%D)!@4!<$A
Interment will follow
in Memorial Gardens
Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be
made to the family. En-
velopes will be available
at the funeral chapel.
Those not in atten-

dance are invited to watch a livestream of the
service on Wednesday, September 30, 2020,
at 1 p.m. via the Clark Family Funeral Chapel
webpage or Facebook page. Charlene was born
on April 29, 1930 in Detroit, the daughter of Oscar
and Mildred (Hall) Johanson. She married James J.
Woodbury on September 20, 1946. Charlene loved
crocheting afghans for her children, grandchildren,
and great grandchildren. She would donate her
afghans to the Red Cross and those in need. She
&<T;M&( C;O&8 $@8(&<!<$ @<( ?!8( O@4)#!<$A -#&
always cherished every visit and phone call from
her kids and grandkids, which would be the high-
light of her day. Her legacy and pride was being
Mom to 10 children, 5 boys, 5 girls, which included
two sets of twins, 19 grandchildren, and 32 great-
grandchildren, of whom she loved dearly. Charlene
is survived by her ten children, Marilyn Loomis of
Essexville, Michael (Gin) Woodbury of Mt. Pleas-
ant, Patrick (Betty Spangler) Woodbury of Sanford
Lake, Vicky (Michael) Joyce of Clare, Terry (Markie)
Woodbury of Mt. Pleasant, Sherry Woodbury of Mt.
Pleasant, Daniel (Debra) Woodbury of Mt. Pleasant,
Jeffrey Woodbury of Mt. Pleasant, Jamie (Bruce)
Sirmans of Hudsonville, and Jodi Woodbury of
Lansing; 19 grandchildren; 32 great grandchil-
dren; and many nieces and nephews. Charlene
was preceded in death by her parents; 2 grandchil-
dren; brothers, Arnie, Robin, and Brian Johanson;
daughter-in-law, Patty Woodbury. You may view
Charlene’s obituary online and send a condolence
to the family at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com.

WOODBURY, CHARLENE BERNICE

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTO

Blanchard Elementary building may become community center

The first two, Miykael Norfleat and Justin Col-
lins, were arrested a few days after the incident and
charged with open murder, first-degree home inva-
sion and felony firearm. Norfleat, a 20-year-old man
from Chicago, was additionally charged with carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

A third man, Robert Jamison, 20, of Chicago, was
arrested in mid-August and charged. It was believed
at the time that Jamison drove Norfleat and Collins,
a 22 year old from Mt. Pleasant, to the 500 block of
Edgewood Drive, where Norfleat is believed to have
shot Edelen, who also went by Ray Nori.

Edelen was in his apartment, playing video games,
when Norfleat burst in and hurled a curse at him.

The two other people in the apartment fled out the
window, where one of them identified Collins as pres-
ent. Both witnesses also cooperated with the police
investigation.

Inside the apartment, Edelen and Norfleat are be-
lieved to have wrestled for control of the gun. Edelen
was shot during the struggle. He was dead by the time
police arrived.

Jamison told police that Smiles and Hinton Jr. were
both in the car while Norfleat committed the robbery.
Jamison didn’t mention Collins, according to the com-
plaint, except to say that he lived with Norfleat.

At the time, the shooting was believed to have been
part of an ongoing feud between Edelen and Collins
and Collins’ girlfriend. Jamison told police that he,
Smiles and Hinton planned to rob Edelen and that no
one was supposed to get hurt. They contacted Nor-
fleat.

Jamison’s red car was spotted on surveillance cam-
eras leaving an apartment in Deerfield Village shortly
before the shooting. It was also seen returning shortly
after the shooting.

When police searched the apartment, they found a
gun suspected of being used in duct work. Although
that gun’s serial numbers were scratched off, police
discovered that it was reported stolen from Ham-
tramck.

Charged
FROM PAGE 1

CMU’s numbers are narrowly focused on just cases
that can be affirmatively linked to members of the
university community. They do not reflect second-
ary infections caused by close contact with COVID-
positive members of the CMU community.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services updates school outbreaks every Monday.
CMU is the only Isabella County school currently
with an outbreak. While CMU’s official tally is 233,
the state is reporting 320 undergraduate student
cases and four cases among graduate students.

There are currently two school-related outbreaks
in Gratiot County. The outbreak associated with
Luce Road Early Childhood Education Center grew
by eight over last week to 31, involving both students
and staff. The previous week, the growth was 17. A
declining number of new cases is commonly the pro-
file of a cluster that has been contained.

The school was closed earlier this month, but re-
opened Sept. 18 based on the guidance of the Mid-
Michigan District Health Department.

The state is still reporting 12 cases at Alma Col-
lege, but the college’s COVID-19 dashboard on Mon-
day reported 21 cumulative cases.

Gratiot County’s cumulative total number of cases
Monday was 238, up seven from Friday’s 231. Fifteen
Gratiot County residents have died.

Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, an outbreak involv-
ing six students and staff at Carson City-Crystal El-
ementary. The Greenville Daily News reported over
the weekend that amid the outbreak a 53-year-old
woman suddenly died and may have been Montcalm
County’s fifth death.

The paper reported that Mid-Michigan District
Health Department confirmed that a woman in her
50s died Thursday or Friday.

Montcalm County has 298 confirmed cases of the
disease, up 14 over the weekend.

Cases at Ferris State University increased by 28,
from 57 to 85. Mecosta County’s cases increased over
the weekend by nine, from 193 to 202. Three peo-
ple have died.

An outbreak at Midland County’s Northwood Uni-
versity increased by 16 over the last week, rising from
55 to 71. The county’s cumulative case numbers in-
creased 15 over the weekend, from 499 to 514. Eleven
people have died there.

There are also no school-related outbreaks in
Gladwin County, where cases increased by five, from
84 to 89. Two people have died there.

There are no school-related outbreaks currently
in Clare County. At 103 confirmed cases and four
deaths, it remains unchanged over the weekend.

Statewide, another 1,308 cases were reported Mon-
day for a cumulative total of 122,735. Those numbers
reflect that the state has stopped announcing num-
bers over the weekend. Those are a two-day average
of 654 cases. Eight people died for a total of 6,731.

COVID
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the building named “Ethan Courser
Community Center” on behalf of his
family.

However, the organization and
Courser have had some issues figur-
ing out the ownership of the build-
ing and getting the non-profit cer-
tification needed. Courser said the
group hasn’t been comfortable with
the fact the building is his name but
the group working toward making a
community center isn’t currently a
501c3 and don’t have enough money
to buy it off Courser.

The organization and Courser have
both spoken to an attorney in order
to figure out ownership details but
no further moves have been made.

“I don’t care about the money,”
Courser said. “I just want it to be
successful.”

Other drawbacks include the fact
the building’s roof is in need of re-

pairs and a heating system. Also,
some kids had previously snuck in
and vandalized the inside of building
causing further costly damage to fix.

While some money has been raised
more is needed in order to put fur-
ther effort into turning the former
elementary school into a community
center.

“We’re thinking of ways to bring in
money and it’s been all kinds of trou-
ble,” Courser said. “Grants aren’t east
to get and I need people to donate.”

If no moves are made or the com-
munity center ends up being unsuc-
cessful in the next few years, Courser
may give the center to the poten-
tial non-profit organization or list
the building for sale. The commu-
nity center board had no comment
at this time.

For more information, visit
the “Save the Blanchard Elementary
School” Facebook page.

Sarah Wright is a multimedia
journalist at The Morning Sun.
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Cases of COVID-19 jumped in Gratiot County
by 15 in one day, increasing from 238 Monday to
253 Tuesday.

There was no explanation immediately avail-
able for the spike. No additional cases were an-
nounced in long-term care facilities on the Mich-
igan Department of Health and Human Services
COVID-19 website.

An email was sent seeking information to
MMDHD, which oversees Gratiot County, but it
wasn’t responded to by press time.

There are currently two outbreaks at schools
— Alma College and Luce Road Early Childhood
Learning Center — but both of those appear to
be in the process of being contained.

The Luce Road ECLC outbreak was discussed
during a meeting of the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department’s board of health, reported
the Greenville Daily News Tuesday.

“We had an elementary school (Luce Road El-
ementary School in Gratiot County) where there
is a provision in the state guidance that strongly
recommends face coverings for K through 5 stu-
dents if they’re staying with their class at all
times and we did have a large outbreak in that el-
ementary school where they had left it up to their
teachers regarding face covering use and there
was not good face covering use at all, even among
some of the teachers,” the Daily News quoted
MMDHD Medical Director Jennifer Morse as
saying. “Since that outbreak, they (the state of
Michigan) have now required face covering use
among everybody, even the students. We recom-
mend that everybody be wearing masks regard-
less of what the rules are.”

CORONAVIRUS

Gratiot COVID cases
jump by 15 in one day

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Members of the Isabella County Finance and
Administration committee looked at a 40-year
plan to pay off the new jail that will involves rev-
enue from wind turbines and a restructuring of
the county’s $15.5 million retirement liability.

It does not involve asking voters in the county
to support it through higher property taxes, in-
stead financing the combined $2.9 million in an-
nual costs through the budgeting process. For
Fiscal Year 2021, Isabella County’s general fund
budget is $21 million and $34 million overall.

The plan, presented to the committee Tues-
day morning by administration accountant
Steve Kirinovik, is based on the fact that while
the taxable value of the turbines will depreci-
ate, the amount the county will owe in retire-
ment costs will also decrease, while assuming
the county will make roughly the same payments
towards both.

By 2026, the $1.5 million the county will pay on
the jail project each year will be higher than what
the county will bring in through turbine revenue,
but by 2028 the amount the county owes in re-
tirement will be lower than the $1.4 million ded-
icated per year from the general fund to pay it.

Revenue from the turbines is expected to
peak in Fiscal Year 2022 at $2 million and start
steadily declining there until 2031 where it will
bottom out at $720,000.

Isabella County will pay approximately $2 mil-
lion per year from fiscal years 2022-2027 in re-
tirement liabilities, before that amount is cut in
more than half to $784,000 in 2028. In 2036, the
county’s obligations are expected to take another
steep dive to $27,500, with the county planning
to continue budgeting another $1.4 million.

The framework is based on transferring sur-

ISABELLA COUNTY

Officials
eye 40-year
plan to pay
for new jail

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The Central Michigan University
Board of Trustees approved revisions
to the Center for Applied Research and
Technology (CART) covenants to en-
courage the growth of the SmartZone
as an innovative place to live, work
and play.

According to a press release from
the Central Michigan University Re-
search Corporation (CMURC), the
CART was originally referred to as
University Park when it was estab-
lished in the 1980s but is now mar-
keted as the SmartZone District. The
revision’s purpose is to continue to
progress to remove barriers for devel-
opment in the SmartZone District by

altering the covenants, which were last
amended by the CMU Board of Trust-
ees in 2005.

The SmartZone District is located
on the south end of campus. Devel-
opment of the area transitioned to
CMURC in 2015. CMURC continues
to play a key role in creating an inclu-
sive entrepreneurial experience in the
SmartZone.

“This land is a prime opportu-
nity to create an innovative place fo-
cused around technology companies,”
said CMURC President and CEO Erin
Strang, “The revisions to the covenants
bring us one step closer to implement-
ing the conceptual design plan — de-
veloped by Gibb’s Planning that high-
lighted the unique prospects of the
District.”

The conceptual design plan put
forth by Gibb’s Planning was endorsed
by the City Commission and approved
by the CMU Board of Trustees. It can
be found at cmurc.com/sites/default/
files/041619_conceptualdesign_pln.
pdf.

The SmartZone development is set
to encourage a sense of place by creat-
ing a culture of innovation. With stra-
tegic partnerships and emerging tal-
ent, the hope is to attract businesses
to the SmartZone District.

Visit cmurc.com/smartzone/
Tech%20Park to learn more about de-
velopment in the SmartZone.

Sarah Wright is a multimedia jour-
nalist at The Morning Sun.

MT. PLEASANT

Talent, technology, and innovation
in forefront for Campus Development

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MID MICHIGAN COLLEGE.

Some of the spooky volunteers featured at the Deadwood Grove Haunted Forest event at Mid Michigan College.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Mid Michigan College’s
(MMC) Harrison Campus of-
fers nearly 20 miles of trails
for hiking and mountain
bike enthusiasts to enjoy.
The trail system is open to
the public, and is also used
for organized athletic events
throughout the year.

But, in October, the trails
offer community members
and guests from all over
Michigan something very
different because on six eve-
nings, Mid’s trails become
haunted.

According to a press re-
lease from MMC, the Dead-
wood Grove Haunted For-
est is designed and staffed
by students who are mem-
bers of Mid’s Chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa, the interna-
tional honors society for
two-year college students.

“This year the students
also decided to host a manic
movie haunted drive-in on
Mid’s Mt. Pleasant Cam-
pus,” explained Tammy Al-
varo, Director of Student Ad-
vancement and PTK Advisor
at Mid. “We’re excited to of-

fer this new feature to our
guests and expand Dead-
wood Grove to both of the
College’s main campuses.”

The Deadwood Grove
Haunted Forest will be open
7-10 p.m. on the last three
Fridays and Saturdays in

October — Oct. 16, 17, 23, 24,
30 and 31. Tickets are avail-
able at the event and cost $5
for those 12 and under, and
$10 adults.

T he Manic Mov ie
Haunted Drive-in is sched-

HARRISON

FRIGHT NIGHTS
MOVE FORWARD

Some of the spooky attractions featured at the Deadwood Grove Haunted Forest event at
Mid Michigan College.

Today’s web bonus » Go online for latest news and photos at » TheMorningSun.com

TRANSPORTATION

Unfriendly
skies: Airline
workers brace
for mass layoffs
Business » A5

COLLEGE

CMU football
players happy
to be back as
camp opens
Sports » B1

Obituaries .......A2 Lottery ............A6 Opinion ............A4 Stocks .............A5 Sports.............. B1 Comics ............B4 Classifieds ......B5 Index ............... ##INDEX

Deadwood
Grove Haunted

Forest will
continue
amidst

COVID-19
concerns

HAUNTED » PAGE 2

JAIL » PAGE 2

COVID » PAGE 2

SHOWERS
High: Low:62 42 » PAGE A8

» themorningsun.com

Morning Sun
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 $2.25 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN



Morning Sun - 09/30/2020 Page : A02

Copyright (c)2020 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 09/30/2020
September 30, 2020 4:18 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Anthony “Tony” Clark
passed away peace-
fully on September 19
at Jewish Hospital in
Cincinnati, Ohio. Tony
was born on Febru-
ary 5, 1958 to Zo-Alice
Kelly in Lansing. Tony
graduated from Carson
City-Crystal Highschool
in 1977. A passionate
radio DJ, he graduated
from Central Michigan
University in 1993 with
a degree in Broadcast-
ing and Cinematic Arts.
Tony had a broadcast-

ing career that spanned over 30 years, and was
known by many as a friend, mentor, and expert in
the industry. He loved listening to oldies, going on
road trips, and visiting Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
with his family. He is survived by his four children,
Megan Clark, Jon-Michael Clark, Chris Clark,
and Alex Lehto-Clark. He is preceded in death by
his mother, Zo-Alice Kelly. A memorial service is
planned for Saturday, November 7 at the St. Hen-
ry’s Center in Rosebush, Michigan from 1-6 p.m.

CLARK, ANTHONY “TONY”

Bradley Cowen, 23, of
Mt. Pleasant, passed
away Sunday, Sep-
tember 27, 2020, at
Sparrow Hospital in
Lansing. He was born
February 9, 1997, in
Lake Forest, IL, son of
Darrell Charles Cowen
and Teressa Dalynn
(Nance) Cowen. He at-
tended Chippewa Hills
High School where he
was passionate about
playing football. He
enjoyed working with
his dad in the auto-

motive shop. Bradley enjoyed playing cards, but
more than anything he loved spending time with
his friends and family. Brad and his sister’s fa-
vorite saying was, “My sister’s protector, because
of her I will not fall. My brother’s keeper, for him
I’d risk it all.” He received his diploma from Oa-
sis High School in Mt. Pleasant. He is survived by
his mother, Teressa Cowen of Mt. Pleasant; father,
Darrell Cowen of Mt. Pleasant; sisters, Christian
Cowen of Mt. Pleasant and Bethany Malloy of Ma-
chesney Park, IL; maternal grandmother, Mary
Pickelman of Mt. Pleasant; maternal grandfather,
Bill Nance of Germfask; aunts and uncles, Chris-
tine Nance of Alanson, Scott (Kris) Nance of Germ-
fask, Debbie (Bill) Sorenson of Dickson, TN, Diane
Cowen of Kenosha, WI, and Dennis (Sandy) Cowen
of Beach Park, IL; and numerous cousins. He was
preceded in death by his paternal grandparents,
Brian and Joyce Sorenson; and his uncle, David
Cowen. Bradley’s funeral will be held at 12 p.m.
Saturday, October 3, at Charles R. Lux Family
Funeral Home. The family will receive friends
one hour prior to the service. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Harbor Hall Foundation,
704 Emmet St., Petoskey MI 49770. To leave a
condolence for the family or to sign the online guest
book please visit www.CharlesRLux.com

www.CharlesRLux.com

COWEN, BRADLEY DARRELL

Sally Carnahan Weisen-
burger, 94, passed away
peacefully on Septem-
ber 22, 2020 at home in
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.
Sally was surrounded
by loving family mem-
bers who had helped
celebrate her birthday
just days before with
Sally joining her family
in her own sing-along
of Happy Birthday!
Sally was born Septem-
ber 21, 1926 in Toledo,
Ohio, as the only child
of Clifford and Margue-

rite Carnahan. Sally graduated from Mt. Pleasant
High School in 1944 and attended Central Michi-
gan College graduating in 1948. Sally was a proud
member of the Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority and
was also on CMC’s Homecoming Court in 1946.
Sally married Jack Weisenburger on February 11,
1950. In 1954, Sally and Jack moved to Mt. Pleas-
ant from Muskegon with their two sons, Bob and
Rick, where Jack would begin working in the fam-
ily insurance business with Sally’s father, Clifford
(Tip) Carnahan at The General Agency Co. Sally
and Jack would have two more boys, John (Perk)
and Dave while remaining lifelong residents of
their beloved Mt. Pleasant. Sally was best known
for her private acts of kindness by often befriend-
ing someone in need. She was very active in the
community working in residential real estate and
volunteering to support many causes and activi-
?>FB B=#@ 5B 7>C@ <F:FD <"66>FB 24F$F0??>$C -F$-
tral Michigan Community Hospital), serving as a
Chamber Ambassador, past President of the Mt
Pleasant Tourist Club and Women’s City Club, the
Nancy Carey Cancer Support Group and a long
time service member of the Red Cross, Mt Pleas-
ant Community Foundation, Christmas Outreach
and Meals on Wheels. Sally and Jack also were
intricately involved in the formation of Chippwood
Swim Club in 1964. A very proud accomplishment
for Sally came in the fall of 1943 as a High School
senior where she initiated the creation of the Little
Red Oil Can, a coveted trophy that annually goes
to the winner of the football game between local
rivals, Mt. Pleasant and Alma High Schools. Sally
and Jack were members of the First Presbyterian
Church for over 55 years and one of the couple’s
proudest moments came in 1998 when they were
jointly honored as Citizens of the Year by the Mt.
Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce. Besides
C>:>$C 45#8 ?" #"&&=$>?% 9566% F$;"%F! C"60$C
and bridge with her fun & games group, support-
ing CMU and Chippewa Athletics, watching her
sons, grandkids and great grandkids grow-up and
compete in sports and spending time Up North on
Crystal Lake in Beulah, Michigan, on Lake Mich-
igan in Frankfort, Michigan and in Naples, Flor-
ida. Sally was preceded in death by her parents,
Marguerite and Clifford, and her loving husband
Jack. Sally is survived by son’s Bob (Maurine) of
Mt. Pleasant; Rick (Rebecca) of Murphy, North
Carolina; Perk (Buffy) of Rockford, Michigan; and
Dave (Mary) of Mt. Pleasant; seven grandchildren
) /6F' 205$#(F -@D>B?>F1 3F>BF$4=DCFD "E .?* A6F5B-
ant; Laura Foust of Mt. Pleasant; Nate (Erica) of
.?* A6F5B5$?, -"!% 205$#(F /D65$!1 "E +F?D">? 5$!
Andrew Weisenburger of Mt Pleasant; Jack and
Joseph Weisenburger of Rockford, Michigan; and
three great grandchildren, Owen and Olivia Foust
and Brayden Weisenburger, all of Mt. Pleasant. A
public Memorial/Celebration of Life and Reception
will take place on Sunday, October 4, 2 pm at the
Mt. Pleasant Country Club. This will be an open
air service (under tent and pavilion) and those at-
tending are asked to wear masks and practice so-
cial distancing. The family requests that Memorial
Contributions may be made to the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Mt. Pleasant or the Mt. Pleasant
Area Community Foundation - CRC Fund (I.C.E.
Arena/Morey Courts). You may view Sally’s obitu-
ary online and send a condolence to the family at
www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WEISENBURGER, SALLY CARNAHAN

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MID MICHIGAN COLLEGE

Volunteers begin set up for the Deadwood Grove Haunted Forest event at Mid Michigan
College.

plus funds from the county’s delin-
quent tax revolving fund during two
separate periods, $1.3 million from
2025-26, with approximately $1 mil-
lion in 2026 alone; and another $1
million from 2030-35, starting with
$115,000 the first year and rising
steadily to $223,000 the last.

County Treasurer Steve Pickens
has sued the county board over its
use of money in the DTRF, saying
that the county board isn’t empow-
ered by state law to declare a sur-
plus and that he hasn’t declared a
surplus with the money.

Last September, Pickens told
commissioners that the county
could face unknown liabilities
in the DTRF should an Oakland
County property owner win in a
lawsuit against Oakland County
over proceeds of his property that

the county foreclosed on due to un-
paid property taxes.

The Michigan Supreme Court
ruled in the property owner’s favor
in July, and Pickens filed his lawsuit
three days later.

Physical work on the jail hasn’t
started yet, with the timetable for it
pushed back by COVID-19. The proj-
ect management team has identi-
fied a property suitable for the new
jail and sheriff ’s office and also
large enough to accommodate mov-
ing the county trial court and ad-
ministration buildings to a unified
campus, but haven’t closed on it yet.

The county is also planning to use
$1 million in wind turbine tax reve-
nue to balance the FY 2021 budget,
but could replace those with money
the county has already spent on
planning and preparations, which
is expected to get reimbursed when
a finance plan is finalized.

Isabella County is currently car-
rying no debt. It paid its last obli-
gations off last October.

Jail
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uled for Saturday, Oct. 10
featuring Anabelle Comes
Home starting at dusk. Ad-
mission is $20 per carload at
the event, and popcorn and
concessions will be available
for purchase.

“These events will require
social distancing, and face
coverings are required in-
side college facilities. We’re
excited to have a fun event

on campus, but are follow-
ing health guidelines to
maintain a safe, healthy en-
vironment for those in atten-
dance,” explained Alvaro.

Both of these events raise
funds for service learning
projects and leadership de-
velopment experiences for
Mid’s Phi Theta Kappa stu-
dents.

“Deadwood Grove is a
spooky event orchestrated by
more than 40 student volun-
teers who help to make the
haunted trail and haunted
drive-in a safe, fun night,”

noted Alvaro. “It’s great to
see community members
come out and enjoy some-
thing that we plan for sev-
eral months in advance, and
we hope this year is more fun
than ever.”

For more information
about Deadwood Grove,
visit midmich.edu/dead-
wood or contact Tammy Al-
varo at talvaro@midmich.
edu or (989) 386-6634.

Sarah Wright is a
multimedia journalist at
The Morning Sun.
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Gratiot County’s 40,000-person
population is the smallest of the
three counties covered by MMDHD.
The other two are Montcalm County,
with approximately 64,000 people;
and Clinton County, with approxi-
mately 79,000 people.

Of the three it also has the fewest
overall cases of COVID-19. As of Tues-
day, Montcalm had 312 and Clinton
had 609. But of the three, it has has
the most deaths with 15, compared
to 14 in Clinton and six in Montcalm.

Gratiot County an outlier on a day
where Isabella County saw only two
additional cases, increasing from 631

to 633, with 14 deaths. Clare County
increased from 103 Monday to 104,
with four deaths.

Mecosta County had an additional
six cases, increasing from 202 to 208,
with three deaths. Midland County
had three additional cases, increas-
ing from 514 to 517, with 11 deaths.
Gladwin County increased by one
case, from 89 to 90. Two people have
died there.

Statewide, an additional 898 cases
were announced for a cumulative to-
tal of 123,633, and an additional 20
deaths for a total of 6,751. Four of
those deaths came during a review
of death records.

Eric Baerren is a multimedia
journalist for The Morning Sun in
Mt. Pleasant.

COVID
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Supreme Court nominee Judge Amy Coney Barrett
looks over to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
of Ky., as they meet with on Capitol Hill in Washington,
Tuesday, Sept. 29.

By Mary Clare Jalonick
and Lisa Mascaro
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Republi-
can senators praised Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s Su-
preme Court nominee
Tuesday as Judge Amy Co-
ney Barrett held one-on-
one meetings at the Cap-
itol, but Democrats said
her conservative views
are out of step with Amer-
icans as they object to a
fast-track confirmation
before the Nov. 3 election.

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell said
he was “even more con-
vinced” of Barrett af-
ter their brief meeting.
Noting she is a working
mother of seven children,
he scoffed at Democratic
objections that the judge
would put Americans’ ac-
cess to health care at risk
or turn back the clock on
women’s rights. “What a
joke,” he said.

But the Republican
leader declined to an-
swer questions about
whether Barrett should
recuse herself if legal chal-
lenges in the election be-
tween Trump and Demo-
crat Joe Biden land at the
high court. One key Re-
publican, Sen. Ted Cruz
of Texas, said that’s “the
entire reason” why the
Senate should rush to fill
the vacant seat — “so that
the Supreme Court can re-
solve any cases that arise
in the wake of the elec-
tion.”

Democrats are con-
fronting the limits of

their power as they fight
against the nomination
and some have said they
won’t meet with Barrett,
who is expected to be con-
firmed for the seat held
by the late Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg by the
end of October.

Ginsburg, who died
Aug. 18 at the age of 87,
was buried Tuesday in a
private service at Arling-
ton National Cemetery.

With Republicans hold-
ing a 53-47 Senate major-
ity, and just two GOP sen-
ators opposing a quick
vote, Barrett appears to
have enough support for
confirmation. At the Cap-
itol, Vice President Mike
Pence said Barrett “repre-
sents the best of America.”
The White House formally
submitted the nomination
Tuesday.

“She’s got a good chance
of getting my vote,” said
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-
Iowa, the former Judi-
ciary Committee chair-
man who now helms the
Finance Committee.

Ahead of one meet-
ing, Sen. John Thune, R-
S.D., the GOP whip, said
the two were set “to talk
about judicial philos-
ophy and background
and experience, and also
whether or not she thinks
‘Hoosiers’ is the greatest
movie ever.”

The chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, Sen. Lindsey Graham,
said that barring any un-
usual developments, “I’m
going to vote for her.”

GOP senators
praise Trump
pick ahead of
confirmation fight
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Health officials talk school COVID-19 outbreaks  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on September 29, 2020  

A Carson City-Crystal Area Schools coronavirus outbreak was discussed in detail during last week’s Mid-Michigan 

District Health Department’s Board of Health meeting, just one day before a CC-C paraprofessional died from 

COVID-19. 

 

Marcus Cheatham 

Michelle McCrackin, 53, of Carson City died from COVID last Thursday night — one day after the CC-C school 

district closed down and switched over to virtual learning in response to a COVID outbreak. 

McCrackin was an employee of CC-C schools for the past 14 years and most recently worked as a Title 1 

paraprofessional for kindergarten through sixth grade, according to CC-C Superintendent John Sattler. The health 

department confirmed a Montcalm County woman in her 50s died from COVID on Thursday night/Friday morning. 

The CC-C outbreak was discussed at length during a Board of Health meeting last Wednesday, Sept. 23 (the day 

before McCrackin died). 

“It was a parapro who provided assistance at all of the school buildings, basically,” Health Officer Marcus Cheatham 

summarized. “It was probably a situation that we wouldn’t recommend they repeat. If the parapro goes from the 

elementary school to the middle school to the high school and that’s the person who winds up being positive, you can 

see the threat to the whole operation. You want the parapro to stay in one place and get a different parapro for the 

other buildings. 

“The good news is Carson City-Crystal is very responsive to us and they’re really being helpful,” he added. 

Cheatham said other school districts have been more problematic to work with. 

“Pewamo-Westphalia has been on quarantine for two weeks and it has been a very difficult experience for that school 

district,” Cheatham said. “The Board of Education, the administration and the parents have just been tied in knots 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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about the large number of the students that were on quarantine. The parents have been on both sides of the issue — 

some screaming that the quarantines were unnecessary and the others being furious with the parents who have been 

trying to get their kids off quarantine and send them back to school, saying ‘you’re going to make a kid sick.’ 

“They are off quarantine today (Sept. 23),” he said. “Hopefully Pewamo-Westphalia will be calming down going 

forward.” 

Health Department Medical Director Dr. Jennifer Morse clarified that the CC-C parapro was properly wearing a face 

mask while on the job. 

“One of the main issues with her was that she was helping children with testing so she was extremely close to them, 

kind of face to face with them at the desk for long periods of time,” Morse noted. “They’re (face masks) are not meant 

to protect the person who’s healthy and they’re not 100 percent effective. 

“We had an elementary school (Luce Road Elementary School in Gratiot County) where there is a provision in the 

state guidance that strongly recommends face coverings for K through 5 students if they’re staying with their class at 

all times and we did have a large outbreak in that elementary school where they had left it up to their teachers 

regarding face covering use and there was not good face covering use at all, even among some of the teachers,” Morse 

said. “Since that outbreak, they (the state of Michigan) have now required face covering use among everybody, even 

the students. We recommend that everybody be wearing masks regardless of what the rules are.” 

Morse said her husband works in the education field. 

“He comes home every day with stories,” she said. “There’s two issues — there’s unwillingness to change behavior 

and there’s unwillingness to accept that this is a problem by so many people. There’s such a challenge.” 

Alma College and Luce Road Elementary School, both in Gratiot County, are both listed by the state of Michigan as 

having COVID outbreaks (via michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173_102480—,00.html). Luce Road 

school was listed Sept. 14 with 23 cases involving staff and students, while Alma College was listed Sept. 21 with 12 

student cases. 

Cheatham shared details about some of the pushback the health department’s disease control nurses are receiving 

from the public when working on contact tracing involving schools. 

“We had to rotate one nurse out,” Cheatham said. “She could not stand the — I’m just going to be blunt here so you 

guys know what’s been happening — the verbal abuse and harassment that she was getting from community 

members. She couldn’t stand it anymore and she asked to be relieved so we did that. I do not want that to be the 

conditions under which my employees are working when they’re doing exactly what they’re supposed to do. It’s so 

heated in the community.” 

Cheatham elaborated on the challenges of fighting COVID while schools are in session. 

“Some of the superintendents do not want to make the decisions,” he noted. “They say, ‘I’m not an epidemiologist 

and I know the consequences of my decisions will be enormous and I feel unqualified to make these decisions.’ We’re 

trying to support our superintendents either way and if they want to be creative in how they respond to this, we’re 

trying to give them the assistance they need to make those decisions wisely.” 

Cheatham said he has been meeting with local intermediate school district superintendents — including Montcalm 

County ISD Superintendent Kyle Hamlin — to ask for help. 

http://michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173_102480---,00.html
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“We said, ‘Will you please tell your principals and school superintendents that their job is to support the health 

department in this contact tracing? Moreover, will you tell them to tell their parents to support the health 

department?’” he recounted. “And I think this helped, I think it helped a lot, when you look at how Carson City-

Crystal responded. We’re trying to prevent the situation that Carson City-Crystal just went through where they had to 

go back to virtual.” 

In between last week’s Finance Committee meeting and full board meeting, Cheatham addressed the challenges of 

school quarantine directly to Gratiot County Commissioner George Bailey, who is chairman of the Board of Health. 

“Commissioner Bailey, I have to let you know that we have been told — we don’t know if this will happen or not — 

but we’ve been told my some members of the public that they plan to attend public comment virtually and tell you 

terrible stories about our contact tracing and what a bad job we’re doing,” Cheatham said. “It could be a circus. Some 

of the school leadership has not been helpful and has shared some of the negative attitudes that some of the public 

has.” 

“It’s a tough situation for everybody,” Bailey noted. 

“It really is,” Cheatham agreed. “It’s really hard on these parents to have their kids at home while school is open.” 

“What I feel is the poverty level in Gratiot County is close to 40 percent, it’s about 38 percent, I think,” Bailey noted. 

“So when they decide we have a COVID case and we’re going to put our protocols in place, people get upset because 

they have to go to work and they have a child to take care of. You’ve got parents who have to go to work, you’ve got 

employers that demand they go to work and you’ve got a child that needs to be taken care of. 

“It’s a storm, man, it is a storm,” Bailey declared. “I don’t blame these people for getting upset. We don’t have what I 

can systems in place to handle this unusual time that we’re in. Unfortunately, most of these people don’t have the 

flexibility within their own schedule to do this. It’s too rigid, they have to go to work. 

“I know what their plight is, I just don’t know how to fix it,” he said. “I don’t have any answers.” 
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By Heather Smith
CMU News

Central Michigan Univer-
sity will continue to be vigilant
against the spread of COVID-19 as
it remains committed to on-cam-
pus learning for the spring 2021
semester.

“COVID-19 will still be with us
next year,” said Mary C. Schutten,
executive vice president and pro-
vost. “CMU needs to continue be-
ing proactive to maintain our suc-
cess in slowing its spread.”

Here are details for the semes-
ter, which begins in January:

• The first week of classes, Jan.
11-15, will be fully online.

• Courses shift to meet in per-
son, online or in a hybrid-flexible
— or HyFlex — format beginning
the week of Jan. 18.

• Instead of a weeklong spring
break, five “wellness days” of no
classes will be added to the cal-
endar over the course of the se-
mester. The traditional Gentle
Thursday and Friday also will be
rescheduled within the semes-
ter. The intent is to provide time
away from normal class day expe-
riences as well as to reduce wide-
spread travel and the accompany-
ing risk of exposure and spread of
COVID-19.

MT. PLEASANT

CMU details
2021 spring
semester
schedule

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Community members came together to
enjoy fall festivities at the 9th annual Fam-
ily Fun Day at Double D Farms.

The event went from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday in Weidman at 8060 W. Air-
line Road.

“So far, the event seems to be going
good,” Double D Farms co-owner Denise
Livermore said. “The weather is supposed
to be nice until later in the day.”

Some activities included visiting animals,
taking wagon rides and playing games. For
the kids, there was a playground and crafts.
The crafts included rock painting and some
games (including a pumpkin ring toss and
a cupcake walk).

Pumpkins and food were also avail-
able for attendees to buy. Craft and vendor
booths were present for attendees to view
and buy from.

One of the booths present was Kathy Ma-
ier’s Rada Kitchen Store cutlery. Rada is an
Iowa based kitchenware seller and Maier
has worked as a reseller with the company
for four years. Maier knows the Livermore’s
through going to the same church.

“Great things are going on here and we en-
joy each other’s company,” Maier said.

Another vendor present was Emma Reid,
who makes handmade crocheted items. Reid
makes a variety of items including scarves,
hats and headbands. She’s been at it since she
was 13 years old.

“I live in Weidman and saw signs for the
event,” Reid said.

At 1 p.m., kids scrambled through the field
for eggs containing various treats for the Fu-
ture Farmer Egg Hunt. Then, at 2 p.m., a Peto-
skey-based gospel band known as The Walk-
ers performed for guests.

For more information, visit the Double D
Farms Facebook page.

WEIDMAN

FALL FUN

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Seville Township officials and members of a citi-
zens committee formed to help resolve septic tank
issues in Riverdale received some good news re-
cently.

Water samples taken at several sites throughout
the community on Sept. 14 by a team from the Mich-
igan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and
Energy have all been tested with results showing
positive signs of declining E.coli levels in the Pine
River and local storm sewers.

“We tested great,” Seville Township Supervisor
Tish Mallory said. “The magic number is 300 to be

below for E.coli to be within the legal limit. All of
the sites tested came back below that.”

EGLE took three samples at each of six locations
along the Pine River from the north side of River-
dale just east of Williams Road south to the bridge
on Lumberjack Road near Elm Hall.

The average of the test results for E.coli ranged
from a low of 180 to a high of 275.

However, the samples taken at some sites var-
ied greatly.

At one spot near Fifth Street tests results at the
same location ranged from 210 to 330 with an av-
erage of 275.

Another off River Street ranged from 180 to 310

RIVERDALE

Seville Twp. officials get EGLE water test results
Water resource
specialists from the
Michigan Department
of Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy,
from left, Molly Rippke,
Barney Boyer and
District Supervisor Cheri
Meyer, gathered water
samples from the Pine
River at several spots near
Riverdale on Sept. 14.

GREG NELSON — THE MORNING
SUN

Autumn event
provides
activities for
community

PHOTOS BY BY SARAH WRIGHT — MORNING SUN

Above: Emma Reid sits next to her crocheting booth at Double D Farm’s Family Fun Day.
Below: The event offered a variety of autumn activities for adults and children.

Above: Wagon rides were available at Double D Farm’s Family Fun Day
at Double D Farms in Weidman. Right: Kathy Maier, a reseller for Rada
Cutlery, sits at her booth at the event.
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

A 20-year-old St. Louis man
was killed in a two-vehicle crash
on Shepherd Road Friday.

According to a press release
from the Michigan State Police,
Mt. Pleasant Post troopers were
dispatched at 8:33 p.m. to the
crash, which was located at US-
127 in Coe Township, Isabella
County.

The investigation revealed that
the deceased man was driving a
car northbound on the Shepherd
Road over pass at US-127.

The release reports that wit-
nesses told police the driver was
driving erratically at high speeds.
The driver was found dead upon
the trooper’s arrival, and there
were no other occupants in the
vehicle. The vehicle caught fire as

SHEPHERD

St. Louis man
killed in two-
vehicle crash
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Joseph Barton and
Bertha Littie Cross
both of Blànchard 87
and 82 passed away
Sept 17 and Sept 20,
respectively. Surviving
are their sons Terence
Barton(Carrie) Cross
and Mark Steven (Glo-
ria) Cross. Brothers
Charles (Marcia) Cross,
David (Beverly) Cross
and the late Thomas
(Vonnie) Cross. Bertha
was proceded in death
by her siblings Jan-
ette (Don) Anderson,

Mary (Richard) Burton, Elvira (Chano) Hernandez,
Howard (Ethel) Reno, they also had a host of nieces
and nephews. They were preceded in death by their
son Christopher Alan Cross and daughter Kelli
Marie Cross. They have 12 grandchildren,11 great-
grands and 1 great great grandson. Joseph was a
veteran of the armed services and went on to work
for Kellogg’s as a supervisor for 30 years. He retired
and with Bertha moved to Blànchard. Bertha also
retired from Kellogg’s company of Battle Creek. Jo-
=B!< B%8#&B" <9%;:%> 0%" ,=<:%> (<B@B0= *B@;<0
enjoyed gardening and canning. Both loved family
above all. Joseph and Bertha were both long time
members of the Vestaburg congregation of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. On Oct 13, the couple would have
been married 64 years.

JOSEPH BARTON AND, BERTHA LITTIE CROSS

age 85, of Oil City
passed away Saturday,
October 3, 2020, at his
home surrounded by
family. Funeral Ser-
vices for David will be
held at Clark Family
Funeral Chapel on
Wednesday, October 7,
at 12 noon with Pastor
5B%B 20&'03B@ #A,-
ciating. Interment will
take place in Memorial
Gardens Cemetery. If
unable to attend, family
and friends are invited
to join the services via a

live broadcast on Wednesday at 12 noon. To do so,
please visit the webcasting link at David’s Book of
Memories at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com or www.
facebook.com/clarkfuneralchapel. The family will
receive friends on Tuesday, October 6, from 7-9
p.m. at the funeral chapel. Visitation will continue
the day of the service from 11 a.m. until the time
of the service. All guests are requested to please
wear a mask and continue social distancing. Me-
morial contributions may be made to the Marana-
tha Baptist Church. Envelopes will be available
at Clark Family Funeral Chapel. David was born
on October 21, 1934, in Breckenridge, the son of
Owen and Bertha Knopp. He married Janet Ann
Heigley on September 29, 1956, at the Chippewa
Baptist Church. He worked for the Dow Chemical
Co. for 23 years. David and Janet owned the Vil-
lage Grocery in Oil City for 17 years. After his re-
tirement, he worked together with his son Brian
every day at Little Town Auto Sales. He was a mem-
ber of the Maranatha Baptist Church. David was
very proud to serve as a deacon at both Chippewa
Baptist and Maranatha Baptist Churches. He loved
$0'!:%>) ,=<:%>) (0;$<:%> =!#@;=) B=!B$:011& .0=B-
ball. David is survived by his children, Gregory
Knopp of Oil City, Brian (Deanna) Knopp of Oil
City, and Rhonda (Jim Cotter) Knopp of Oil City;
grandchildren, Leslie (Sean) Moes, Bridgett Knopp,
Elissa Knopp, David (Amie) Knopp, Julie (Corey)
Williams, Brittany Knopp, Austin (Caitlyn) Mussel-
man, Myah (Chas) Luckett, and Leah Musselman;
great-grandchildren, Kaleb, Savanna, Brennan,
Carter, Dylan, Isabel, Reagan, Bryan, and Conner;
=:=;B@) -:110 /B0% 4$<@:;$<,B1" #A +?6 0%" =B7B@01
nieces and nephews. David was preceded in death
by his wife of 64 years, Janet, on September 27,
2020; son, Dennis; parents; and brother, Wayne.
You may view David’s obituary online and send a
condolence to the family at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

KNOPP, DAVID OWEN

• The spring semester
ends with exams May 3-7.

• Study Abroad experi-
ences are canceled for the
semester.

Schutten said decisions
about the spring calendar
were collaborative and de-
termined based on input
from student groups, fac-
ulty leadership, the univer-
sity’s Emergency Manage-
ment Team, President Bob
Davies and the president’s
cabinet. CMU also will con-
tinue to follow guidance
from its own medical au-
thorities, regional and state
public health agencies, and
the U.S. Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention.
“Our plans for spring

align with our top goals
during this pandemic:
Keep CMU safe and
healthy, open and oper-
ational, and prevent the
spread of the COVID-19 vi-
rus,” she said.

Current students may
register at any time through
CentralLink for spring
2021 as part of multi-se-
mester course search and
registration. Information
available before Nov. 9 on
spring courses is subject to
changes to update the mo-
dalities and other course
information.

Further information
about the semester and
beyond will be shared as
it becomes available.

CMU
FROM PAGE 1

with an average of 250 for
the three samples taken.

“That’s why they take
the average,” Mallory ex-
plained.

She also noted that the
higher levels of E.coli can
be caused by animal waste
running into the river.

“It doesn’t mean it’s from
humans,” Mallory said.

Four storm sewer loca-
tions were also checked
with tests results coming
back at 1 at three spots and
10 and the other.

The numbers will likely
change as the seasons do,
she added.

“That’s why we really
need testing done every 30
days to get the median,”
Mallory said.

EAGLE got involved in
the situation a couple of
years ago when it was dis-
covered several septic sys-
tems were discharging
waste directly into the river.

The agency conducted
tests in February and Oc-
tober of 2018 but township
officials weren’t notified of
the problem until they re-
ceived a letter from EGLE
in December of that same
year.

“Why didn’t they let
us know earlier?” Mal-
lory asked. “We could have
started working on it. We
had to wait until May of
2019.”

That’s when the citizens
committee was formed and
the township began work-
ing with the Michigan Ru-
ral Water Association to
identify the problem areas.

“Since then we’ve gotten
everything fixed,” Mallory

said.
However, EGLE has or-

dered the township to come
up with a permanent solu-
tion.

The agency, along with
Mid-Michigan District
Health Department, would
like to see a municipal
wastewater treatment fa-
cility built in Riverdale.

But township officials
and residents have balked
at that idea due to the hefty
$6 to $8 million price tag.

“They still want us to cre-
ate a time of transfer ordi-
nance but Gratiot County
doesn’t even have one,” Mal-
lory explained. “That would
put us in an awkward posi-
tion. It doesn’t make sense.”

She noted that Isabella
County, which is part of
the Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department,
has a “time of transfer
rule” that is part of the san-

itary code and states that
properties with onsite wells
or sewage treatment sys-
tems must have them eval-
uated when the property is
sold or transferred to a new
owner.

The Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department,
which covers Gratiot, Mont-
calm and Clinton counties,
has considered implement-
ing its own septic system
ordinance during the past
few years but has received
considerable blowback from
residents.

Mallory noted that EGLE
has jurisdiction over the
Pine River and the health
department oversees wells
and septic systems.

“We just want to know
what’s going on,” Mallory
said. “We have nothing to
hide. We’ve fixed (the sep-
tic issues) and the numbers
show that.”

Test
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By Marc Levy
The Associated Press

HARRISBURG, PA. » Republi-
can governors and lawmak-
ers in many states have fol-
lowed President Donald
Trump’s lead on their re-
sponse to the coronavirus,
declining to impose mask
mandates and pushing to
lift restrictions on busi-
nesses and social gatherings
as swiftly as possible.

Revelations that the pres-
ident and first lady are now
among those who have
tested positive for the dis-
ease appeared to do little to
change their thinking.

In the hours after the na-
tion learned that Trump had
tested positive for the vi-
rus, Republican-controlled
courts, conservative groups
and Republican lawmakers
continued to move against
mask mandates and other
coronavirus restrictions.

In Michigan on Friday,
the state Supreme Court,
which has a Republican ma-
jority, struck down a law that
has underpinned months
of orders by Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer, including a mask
mandate, that were aimed at
preventing the spread of the
coronavirus. That 1945 law
is unconstitutional, it said.

It was an extraordinary
development in a nasty fight
between Whitmer, a Demo-
crat, and Republicans who
control the Legislature. At
one point in the spring, pro-
testers and an armed militia
filled the statehouse to de-
mand an end to the restric-
tions some labeled “tyranny.”

Right before Friday’s rul-
ing, a conservative group,
with support from Repub-
lican lawmakers, turned in
539,000 signatures to put
legislation before lawmakers
to repeal the 75-year-old law.

Also Friday, Republi-
cans who control the Loui-
siana House of Representa-
tives supported a package
of measures aimed at un-
raveling the state’s corona-
virus restrictions imposed
by Gov. John Bel Edwards,
a Democrat.

“I don’t think that the
president having COVID is
any more important than
every Louisianian that’s had
COVID, so it doesn’t really
change my perspective on
it,” said Rep. Julie Emerson,
a Republican from suburban
southcentral Louisiana.

Rep. Tanner Magee, the
chamber’s No. 2 Republican
from a seafood and oil indus-
try hub in southeastern Lou-
isiana, said it’s “a false nar-

rative” that Republicans are
not concerned about public
health.

“We are. We’re just con-
cerned about both public
health and the state of our
economy and seeing how we
can move forward in a way
that addresses both issues,”
Magee said.

In Wisconsin, where ris-
ing case counts have made
the state third in the na-
tion in new cases per cap-
ita, according to the COVID
Tracking Project, Republi-
cans who control the Leg-
islature filed a court mo-
tion Friday in support of a
lawsuit seeking to repeal a
mask mandate under Gov.
Tony Evers, a Democrat.

That prompted a Twit-
ter response from Lt. Gov.
Mandela Barnes, a Demo-
crat: “Republican legisla-
tors have officially joined
Covid-19 in the fight against
Wisconsinites.”

The president of the con-
servative organization that
is suing Evers over the mask
mandate said he would
press forward with the law-
suit, regardless of Trump’s
diagnosis.

“There is no pandemic ex-
ception to the rule of law or
our Constitution,” said Rick
Esenberg of the Wisconsin
Institute for Law and Lib-
erty.

Similar power struggles
have played out ever since
the beginning of the vi-
rus outbreak in numerous
states, mostly where the
governor is a Democrat and
Republicans control the leg-
islature.

Kansas has had one of

the longest running feuds,
since Democratic Gov.
Laura Kelly closed schools
in March and imposed stay-
at-home orders and restric-
tions on businesses and so-
cial gatherings. Republican
lawmakers, who already
had forced Kelly to accept
local control over corona-
virus restrictions, are now
considering creating a panel
with permanent oversight
of how the governor han-
dles extended emergencies.

In GOP-controlled Leg-
islatures in Ohio, Michigan
and Pennsylvania, Demo-
crats pushed Republican
majority leaders to toughen
their policy on masks for
lawmakers on official busi-
ness, force Republican
members to actually com-
ply with it or simply imple-
ment one.

Ohio state Rep. Kent
Smith, a Democrat from
suburban Cleveland, asked
for a mask mandate for
committee hearings and
floor sessions. It’s not clear
how many Republican law-
makers from the state in-
teracted with Trump —
who was there Tuesday for
the debate with Democratic
presidential nominee Joe
Biden — or his entourage
in recent days, Smith said.

“The work of the peo-
ple need not become a su-
per spreader event during a
global pandemic without a
treatment or cure,” he said
in a statement.

Some top Republicans,
including Ohio Senate Pres-
ident Larry Obhof, said they
were comfortable with the
existing protocols, while

others said they cannot
force rank-and-file lawmak-
ers to obey them.

Rep. John Becker, a Re-
publican from Cincinnati
who has led efforts to undo
the coronavirus restrictions
and mask mandate imposed
by Gov. Mike DeWine, a fel-
low Republican, said he
hasn’t changed his mind.
He said he still won’t wear
a mask but doesn’t begrudge
those who do.

“When it comes to
masks,” he said, “I’m pro-
choice.”

On Thursday, the Penn-
sylvania House of Repre-
sentatives canceled its floor
session on the news that a
second Republican member
had tested positive.

House Minority Leader
Frank Dermody, a Pitts-
burgh-area Democrat, un-
loaded stinging criticism
after months of watch-
ing Republicans — many
of them flouting the cham-
ber’s mask-wearing protocol
and a statewide mask man-
date — pass more than a
half-dozen veto-bound bills
to strip or limit Democratic
Gov. Tom Wolf’s power to
impose coronavirus restric-
tions.

Trump’s reckless ap-
proach has seeped down
to his Republican counter-
parts, who have blocked
a resolution to enshrine a
mask mandate in the cham-
ber’s rules, Dermody said.

“It’s time that we realize
that we are in this situation
and it is real, and I hope they
realize that it is real when
the president contracts the
virus,” Dermody said.

NATION

Republicans stay the course after Trump test

ROD SANFORD — DETROIT NEWS VIA AP

Jill Rechsteiner of Midland helps unload boxes filled with petition signatures as they are
delivered by Unlock Michigan to the Michigan Department of State Bureau of Elections in
Lansing on Friday.

HARRISON

Man arrested on multiple
charges after trying to flee
By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The Office of the Clare County Sher-
iff arrested a 37-year-old Harrison man
with outstanding arrest warrants af-
ter he tried to flee from the deputies.

According to a press release from
the Office of the Clare County Sheriff,
the deputies attempted to stop a green
colored Ford Mustang for a traffic vio-
lation in the area of US 127 and Clare
Avenue in Hayes Township on Fri-

day at approximately
2:30 a.m. The driver
fled from deputies un-
til his vehicle became
disabled.

Deputies learned the
driver, Kenneth Hus-
ted, had outstanding
warrants for his arrest.
A subsequent search of
the vehicle led to the discovery of the
drugs and concealed weapons. The
driver was arrested and lodged in the

Clare County Jail.
Husted was arraigned in 80th Dis-

trict Court by Magistrate Steven Wor-
pel on the charges of: Controlled Sub-
stance-Deliver/Manufacture 2 counts;
Controlled Substance Possession–2nd;
Controlled Substance Possess Ano-
logues-2nd; Weapon-Carry Concealed;
Police Officer-Fleeing; and bench war-
rants.

His bond was set at $800,000 cash/
surety. He remains lodged in the Clare
County Jail.

Husted

a result of the crash and
was extinguished by re-
sponding police.

The second vehicle in-
volved was a full-size
pick-up truck driven by a
22-year-old St. Louis man
and there were no other
occupants in the vehicle.
This vehicle was south-
bound at the time of the
collision. The driver sus-
tained serious non-life-
threatening injuries and

was airlifted from the
scene.

Traffic was blocked on
Shepherd Road both north
and southbound for the
duration of the incident.
The crash is still under in-
vestigation.

Troopers were assisted
on scene by the Isabella
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment, the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Tribal Police De-
partment, Central Mich-
igan University Police
Department, the Shep-
herd Township Fire De-
partment, Flight Care and
MMR EMS.

Crash
FROM PAGE 1
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Job fair Tuesday

ResourceMFG will hire 150 people for
local manufacturing jobs. 3A

Catching up with ex-MSU LB

All-American Jones helped launch the
Dantonio era for Spartans. 1B

Weather

High 66° ❚ Low 55°
Partly sunny, breezy.
Forecast, 8B
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Trump back home
President leaves Walter Reed hospital; 
press secretary McEnany has tested positive
USA TODAY, 9A

The Michigan Supreme Court’s 4-3
decision last week to strike down Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s executive orders,
inevitably and irrationally, reignited the
fight about a mask mandate. That’s be-
cause a chunk of our population be-
lieves wearing a mask is an affront to
their personal freedoms — our collec-
tive freedoms and public health be
damned.

Whether the ruling, which came
along party lines, is correct that Whitm-
er’s orders were unconstitutional is ob-
viously debatable, given the divided
court. The ruling itself is not. And so ar-

Powers or not, Mich.
needs mask mandate

A sign posted near playground equipment reminds people to wear masks behind Pinecrest Elementary School on
Wednesday in East Lansing. PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Ruling puts choice to businesses, schools, reignites fight

Masked shoppers leave the Meijer store on Lake Lansing Road on Wednesday in
East Lansing.

Graham Couch
Columnist

Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICH.

See COUCH, Page 4A

Seven schools in or near Lansing
have reported COVID-19 outbreaks so
far, but the general public shouldn’t
expect to hear about the cases from
their local health departments.

Greater Lansing health officials say
they won’t automatically do mass no-
tifications when cases of COVID-19 or
outbreaks occur in local schools, a step
they say isn’t necessary because those
exposures to the virus don’t pose a sig-
nificant risk to the public at large.

Schools will have to start posting
COVID-19 data on Monday, per an ex-
ecutive order signed by Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer at the end of September.

Emails obtained by the State Jour-

nal through Freedom of Information
Act requests show various health de-
partments sought to avoid “hysteria”
and disruptions by not releasing infor-
mation on COVID-19 cases in Greater
Lansing schools to the general public. 

Those kinds of notifications are
only necessary when there’s a public
health reason, Ingham County Health
Officer Linda Vail said. 

Anne Barna, planning and health
promotion director for the Barry-Eaton
District Health Department, said a
mass, public notification is needed
when contact tracing cannot easily
identify close contacts or when a mass
exposure could have happened.

With schools, contact tracers are
usually able to quickly identify close
contacts as there are fewer students
and teachers in the buildings, Barna
said. The general public is not typically
at a school, unless they have a reason 

No school
updates
on virus
cases
Officials say they’re not
a significant public risk 

Megan Banta and Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

“It’s not something that the

general public can really do

anything about ...”
Anne Barna
Planning and health promotion director for the
Barry-Eaton District Health Department

See NOTIFICATIONS, Page 5A
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to be there, she said.
For most people, if a student goes to a

school with COVID-19 and exposes five
other people, it’s important for school
officials and the school community to
know, Barna said.

“It’s not something that the general
public can really do anything about in
terms of protecting themselves,” Barna
said.

No larger risk, no reason 
for public notification

If a situation in a school is under con-
trol and there’s no risk to the public, the
health department isn’t going to notify
the public, said Mark Cheatham, health
officer for the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department, which serves Clin-
ton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties.
The same applies to any business or
workplace, he said.

If a food handler at a restaurant tests
positive for the virus but had no contact
with the public, is home quarantining
and the facility is properly cleaned,
there’s no risk to the public and no rea-
son to notify people.

“It’s the same things with the
schools,” Cheatham said.

If COVID-19 cases cropped up tied to
a school-based activity where an un-
known number of people were exposed,
that would trigger a public notification,
Cheatham said. That notification would
go out so the general public could take
action.

That’s the reason Ingham County did
a public notification for Riverfront Ani-
mal Hospital earlier this year, Vail said. 

The hospital wasn’t able to provide
information to aid contact tracing, she
said, so a warning to the general public
was necessary. 

Schools, though, have security and
sign-in procedures and know who’s go-
ing in and out, Vail said. That means
contact tracing along with other safety
protocols mitigates risk. 

“Public health will do the work we
need to do and notify the people directly
who may truly be at risk,” Vail said. 

The same standard of public notifica-
tion only when there’s a reason to do so
holds for any other communicable dis-
eases, Barna said. If norovirus is report-

ed at a restaurant, the public will be no-
tified because people could be at risk,
she said.

“We as local public health depart-
ments, we do take really seriously our
role in informing the public when there
is an elevated threat,” Barna said.

People stand a risk of being exposed
to COVID-19 in any place, not just a
school, Barna said.

Where school COVID-19 outbreaks
are reported

Currently, the only source of CO-
VID-19 cases in schools comes from the
Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services.

The agency began posting those fig-
ures three weeks ago after Bridge Michi-
gan and many other news outlets, in-
cluding the Lansing State Journal,
wrote to Whitmer asking for more trans-
parency. 

Vail shared reservations about that
data being public stressing that health
departments encourage schools to work
with them when communicating not
just about COVID-19 but also about oth-
er communicable diseases.

Each situation has to be dissected
and evaluated to determine relative
risk, she said, then a letter gets written
accordingly.

“It’s an individualized thing,” she
said.

Some situations could prove prob-
lematic when reporting individual
cases, Vail said.

For example, she said, if a tiny school
reports one case and parents start ask-
ing their children who was out sick,
“they quickly start guessing and figur-
ing it out,” and there’s no guarantee
they’ll be right.

People who look at the state data
should keep in mind that health officials
evaluate the situation and determine
contacts and people who might be at
risk, Vail said.

“There’s no reason for people to try to
start guessing about that,” she said. 

Keeping that in mind, people can
check on outbreaks, defined as two or
more cases tied to a specific place,
weekly on the state’s site.

Here’s how the area stands with
school-related outbreaks, as of Sept. 28:

h Alma Luce Road, a pre-school and
elementary in Gratiot County: 31 cases,
both students and staff

h St. Martha’s School in Ingham

County: 8 cases, both students and staff 
h Thornapple Kellogg Middle School

in Barry County: 4 cases, both students
and staff

h Alma College in Gratiot County: 12
students 

h Michigan State University: 1,295
students

h Olivet College in Eaton County: 2
students

h Carson City Elementary in Mont-
calm County: 6 cases, both students and
staff. The Daily-News, a Greenville-
based newspaper, reported a teacher
from the district had died. 

For the most part, those outbreaks
only reflect incidents where the virus’
spread is in a school Cheatham said. A
school could have multiple people test
positive for COVID-19 but if they had no
shared contacts or anything that tied
them together, it is not listed as an out-
break, he said.

Cases only show up if the transmis-
sion is known to have happened in a
school, Cheatham said.

There’s at least one exception to that
— the spread of cases linked to Michi-
gan State University, which has not re-
sumed in-person classes, began off
campus. 

Avoiding ‘hysteria’ around
COVID-19 in schools

Email chains from August show
health officials discussing a Bridge
Michigan article about data on school
outbreaks and COVID-19 cases in
schools.

Barna, of the Barry-Eaton District
Health Department, shared the article
with other health departments, includ-
ing someone with Ingham County, Ionia
County and Mid-Michigan District
Health Department, to find some con-
sensus around how to respond to re-
quests about COVID-19 in schools.

The LSJ received those emails
through a series of requests under the
Michigan Freedom of Information Act.

Health departments have advised
schools to send notification to parents
when there’s a case – “it’s only going to
take a minute before one of those par-
ents forwards it to the news media,”
Barna wrote.

“I’m just not interested in feeding
into the hysteria on either side of school
reopening. But at the same time, the
state releasing information on nursing
home cases helped increase transpar-

ency and trust,” Barna wrote.
Berrien County Health Department

spokeswoman Gillian Conrad, in a re-
sponse to Barna’s email, said she will
confirm cases to the media if a parent
forwards an email from a school district. 

“That gives a good ‘in’ for talking
through all the ongoing, collaborative
work that LHDs have with the schools,
the safety protocols in place, the impor-
tance of notification/identification of
those exposed ... and reiterating how
families can continue practicing good
preventive actions,” Conrad wrote.

“I’m really feeling anxious that the
media could really mess up all our best
laid plans for returning to in-person
learning if they hype this up and get
people too scared based on a few new
positive cases in the coming weeks,”
Conrad wrote.

Conrad worried schools would “pull
the plug” before contact tracing and
safety protocols could work to mitigate
risk of additional exposure to the virus.

None of the emails provided by In-
gham County or Ionia County include
someone from either county’s health
department chiming into the conversa-
tion. 

Balancing privacy, 
public’s need to know

Getting information about the preva-
lence of COVID-19 is important, Cheath-
am said. People need to see the virus’
spread is still not under control in some
areas.

“We need the public to take it seri-
ously,” Cheatham said.

If notifications about cases start go-
ing out where the public is not at risk,
that information could compromise the
privacy of an individual or business.

“It’s a tough balancing act,” Cheath-
am said. “They do need to know wheth-
er it’s serious or not.”

During the pandemic, it has been im-
portant to share COVID-19 data with the
public, Barna said. That’s done to show
people that actions must be taken to
slow the spread or contain outbreaks.

It’s clear that there are a lot of out-
breaks in schools and they are happen-
ing because the public is not being safe,
Cheatham said.

“We need to stop it,” Cheatham said.
Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-

377-1047 or calyons@lsj.com. Contact
reporter Megan Banta at mban-
ta@lsj.com. 

Notifications
Continued from Page 1A
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Police on Monday released the
identity of a 20-year-old St. Louis
man killed in a traffic crash on
Friday.

Vicente Marcello Oliva was
driving northbound on Shepherd
Road at the US-127 overpass when
he collided with a southbound
pickup truck driven by a 22-year-
old man, also from St. Louis.

Witnesses said Oliva was driv-
ing erratically and at high speeds
prior to the crash, which hap-
pened just after 8:30 p.m., state
police said in a press release.

The vehicle caught fire as a re-
sult of the crash and was extin-
guished by responding police.

The other driver sustained seri-
ous non-life-threatening injuries
and was airlifted from the scene.

Traffic was blocked on Shep-

SHEPHERD

Name released in
crash that killed
St. Louis man

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

A seventh-grader at Mt. Pleas-
ant Middle School is that district’s
first case of COVID-19.

The student does not have a
confirmed case of the disease, but
is considered by the Central Mich-
igan District Health Department
to be a probably positive case. A
probably positive case is someone
who has had close contact with
someone with a confirmed case
of the disease and who has devel-
oped symptoms.

This particular student devel-
oped symptoms Thursday and did
not return to school Friday, said
Mt. Pleasant Superintendent Jen
Verleger.

Isabella County has cumula-
tively had 88 probable cases since
March, according to the Mich-
igan Department of Health and
Human Services COVID-19 web-
site. Isabella County’s number of
cases confirmed through testing
increased to 665 over the week-
end, up from 648 Friday. Fourteen
people have died.

Seven teachers, including two
student teachers, and 15 students
who were in close contact with
the student are now under quar-
antine until Oct, Verleger said.
15. As a result, some students at

MT. PLEASANT

7th-grader
quarantined
as probable
COVID case

The pilot’s view in the Paragalactic cockpit.

By Jeff Johnston
CMU Communications

Before high-tech flight simulators teach
pilots how to fly, someone has to teach the
simulators how to simulate.

That’s a skill computer science faculty
member Alex Redei is sharing with Cen-
tral Michigan University students who will
be the computer professionals of the future.

“We’re using all the same tools used in in-
dustry,” Redei said. “We’re doing interest-
ing research that solves real problems and
contributes positively to society.”

The action plays out in a large open lab in
the Engineering Technology Building. Pow-
erful motors drive two life-size simulators
through climbs, turns, dives and even bar-
rel rolls. Video screens surround “pilots” en-
closed in the windowless cockpits and show
the results of their actions at the controls.

Redei and his team of one graduate and
four undergraduate students develop soft-
ware that sends pilots-in-training soaring
on virtual flights.

Prepare for takeoff
Alex Redei said he is always looking for

talented students to join his simulator lab:
computer science majors, electrical or me-
chanical engineering majors, even artists.
To learn about opportunities, contact him
at redei1a@cmich.edu. The team recently
visited the University of Nevada, Reno, to
introduce their Paragalactic space flight ex-

perience at the Fleischmann Planetarium.
Redei said the team designed Paragalactic
as an “edu-tainment” game to appeal to its
middle school target audience.

It meets science education standards
while providing three levels of action:

• Simulated navigation of a ship between
rings.

• A mineral collection mission where two
players work together to mine asteroids for
precious minerals. The game incorporates
real facts about the mineral composition of
asteroids.

• A combat mission where players must
avoid or destroy rogue drones threatening
the nearby space station.

Participants receive an “astronaut ID
card” that tracks their progress through the
simulation. Registering their ID with an on-
line profile opens the ability to keep track of
their scores, earn badges and compete with
their friends.

“It’s a really incredible opportunity, work-
ing on something as cool as this,” said com-
puter science senior Collin Van Brabant, who
helped program the Paragalactic software
and who designed the badge artwork.

Computer science senior John Apo joined
Redei’s team this semester as part of his
Honors Program capstone project.

“This is giving us real-world experience
in something we’ll be using on the job some-
day,” Apo said. “Also, it’s really fun to play at
the end of the day.”

As the Paragalactic project wraps up, Re-
dei and his students have new challenges in
their sights:

• Pilot training for aerial acrobatics and
high-G maneuvers.

• Simulating flying in formation with
multiple networked simulators.

• Simulating military aircraft such as the
KC-130 for in-air refueling trainings.

• Conveying drone telemetry with a hu-
man operator for training unmanned aer-
ial vehicles.

“I’m proud to be a part of a research-in-
tensive university,” said Redei, who joined
CMU in July 2019. He noted that CMU’s
Carnegie Foundation R2 classification puts
it in the top 6% of all universities in terms
of research output.

“Another benefit to CMU is the small class
sizes,” he said. “I enjoy getting to meet and
work with the students. This blend of solid
research and a supportive student-oriented
culture sold me on coming to Central.”

CMU

FAKE FLIGHTS BRING
REAL CAREER SKILLS

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
Multimedia journalist

Local health departments have
adopted a wait-and-see approach,
while local governments are re-
searching their available options,
following the release of a Supreme
Court opinion that Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer exceeded her authority

in extending a state of emergency.
“At this point, our understand-

ing is that the Governor’s Exec-
utive Orders are in effect for 21
days from the Supreme Court
Ruling, although we know that
she has requested clarification of
this timeframe,” Central Michi-
gan District Health Department
Health Officer Steve Hall said in
a prepared statement. “The Gov-

ernor has also stated that many
of her orders may be re-issued un-
der other authorities. The Mich-
igan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) also
has several Epidemic Orders in
place which are not affected by
the ruling.

“There are also multiple guid-
ance plans and documents in

MID-MICHIGAN

Engineering and technology students power simulators
“This is giving us
real-world experience
in something we’ll
be using on the job
someday. Also, it’s
really fun to play at
the end of the day.”
— Computer science senior John Apo

Local health departments, government adopt a wait-and-see
approach after Gov. Whitmer’s emergency orders rescinded

Uncertainty lingers after Supreme Court decision
The Central
Michigan
District Health
Department’s
main office
at 2012E.
Preston St.
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herd Road both north and
southbound for the dura-
tion of the incident. The
crash is still under inves-
tigation.

Troopers were assisted
on scene by the Isabella
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Tribal Police De-
partment, Central Mich-
igan University Police
Department, the Shep-
herd Township Fire De-
partment, Flight Care
and MMR EMS.

Crash
FROM PAGE 1

place that serve to con-
tinue to guide us includ-
ing the Return to School
Roadmap and the MISaf-
eStart Plan, as well as the
comprehensive reopening
plans developed by mul-
tiple sectors of business.
MDHHS has advised that
they are working on their
next steps which will take
a little time. We believe
the best scenario is to
assess what future rules
or orders may be issued
statewide before we de-
termine if any local or-
ders will be necessary.”

Following the release
of Friday’s ruling, which
was prepared as a re-
sponse to a federal law-
suit concerning a law-
suit brought against
Whitmer over medical
procedures, health de-
partments in Ingham
and Oakland counties
moved quickly to issue
orders keeping mask
mandates in place. Ma-
comb County’s executive,
Mark Hackel, announced
that Macomb’s health de-
partment would not.

Two sections of the
1978 Public Health Code
appear to provide for
emergency orders dur-
ing times of epidemic.
The first empowers the
director of the Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services.

The second, 333.2453,
directly empowers local
health officers: “(1) If a
local health officer deter-
mines that control of an
epidemic is necessary to
protect the public health,
the local health officer
may issue an emergency
order to prohibit the
gathering of people for
any purpose and may es-
tablish procedures to be
followed by persons, in-
cluding a local govern-
mental entity, during
the epidemic to insure
continuation of essen-
tial public health ser-
vices and enforcement of
health laws. Emergency
procedures shall not be
limited to this code.”

Whitmer has said that
the court ruling doesn’t
take effect for 21 days,
which was disputed over
the weekend by legisla-
tive Republicans, who
oppose a statewide mask
mandate.

“From a public health
perspective, the safety
precautions that are in
place and all of the work
that we have done to-
gether have helped us to
mitigate the virus’s im-
pact in the central Mich-
igan region,” Hall’s state-
ment read. “The reasons
to continue masking,
limiting gathering sizes,
social distancing and
screening of employees
stretch far beyond Exec-
utive Orders.”

Local governments
are looking into what
options are available to
them.

Darcy Orlik, spokes-
woman for the city of
Mt. Pleasant, said they
are, “waiting for addi-
tional guidance regard-
ing the matter.”

Union Township is
taking the same ap-
proach, said Township
Manager Mark Stuhl-
dreher.

A message was sent
seeking comment to Mid-
Michigan District Health
Department. Leslie Kin-
nee, MMDHD spokes-
woman, said she’d need
to get back in touch, but
hadn’t by press time.

Approach
FROM PAGE 1

the middle school are do-
ing virtual learning but are
not under quarantine.

It is the only public
school case currently in Is-
abella County, according to
the MDHHS website. The
only other school-related
cases in Isabella County
on that website are at Cen-
tral Michigan University,
where the state is report-
ing 323 cases involving un-
dergraduate students and
five involving graduate stu-
dents. That is up three un-
dergraduate students from
last week’s 320.

CMU’s COVID-19 dash-
board on Monday re-
ported that the number
of cases associated with
the university, however,
increased by seven last
week. During CMU’s re-
turn-to-campus outbreak,
the university typically re-
ported fewer cases than
did CMDHD and the state
because its reporting crite-
ria were very narrowly fo-
cused on cases specifically
tied to the university com-
munity. CMDHD also re-
ported secondary cases in
the community that orig-
inated from a member of
the university community.

This is the first week
that the university’s re-
ported number is higher
than the state. The MD-
HHS website is reporting
affected students; while
CMU’s reporting involves
students, staff and faculty
members. CMU doesn’t
break their reporting down
by individual category.

The only other school-
related outbreaks in mid-
Michigan are both in Gra-
tiot County, where con-
firmed cases increased by
nine over the weekend,
from 259 to 268. Fifteen
people there have died.

No new cases were re-
ported Monday at Luce
Road Early Childhood
Learning Center, which
last week increased from
23 to 31 cases. The week
before that, the number
jumped from six to 23. A
common profile of a CO-
VID-19 outbreak brought

under control is that cases
will continue to increase
at a slower rate, which is
what the numbers at Luce
Road show.

The other cases are at
Alma College, with no
links established between
the two. Alma College’s
COVID-19 dashboard last
week reported 21 cumula-
tive cases, and 22 on Mon-
day. The MDHHS website
reported 18. Alma College
updates its dashboard on
Mondays with information
that may come in until the
update.

Montcalm County’s out-
break at Carson City-Crys-
tal increased from six last
Monday to 18 this week,
according to the MDHHS
website. That outbreak is
believed connected to the
death of a district parapro-
fessional, according to re-
porting by the Greenville
Daily News.

Another four cases were
reported at the Montcalm
Area ISD.

Seventeen more cases
were reported in Mont-
calm County over the
weekend, increasing its to-
tal from 329 to 339, with
seven deaths.

Cases at Ferris State
University, in Mecosta
County, increased by 12
from 85 to 97. The num-
ber of confirmed cases in-
creased by 12, from 222
to 234. Three people have
died there.

In Midland County,
Northwood University’s
cases increased by just
three, from 71 to 74. The
cumulative number of con-
firmed cases increased by
14, from 541 to 555. Eleven
have died.

Clare County, which has
no school-related cases, re-
ported six additional cases
over the weekend, increas-
ing from 105 to 111, with
four deaths. Confirmed
cases increased in Glad-
win County by four, from
97 to 104. Two have died.

Statewide, another 1,407
cases were announced
Monday, the product of re-
porting two days’ worth in
one day. Michigan has had
128,923 cumulative cases
of COVID-19. Another 15
deaths were reported for a
total of 6,816.
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Joseph “Joe” Matthew
Zsoter Jr., age 84, of
Breckenridge Michi-
gan, passed away on
Wednesday, Septem-
ber 30, 2020. Joe was
born on February 13,
1936 in Breckenridge,
the son of Joseph and
Agnes Zsoter. Preceded
in death by his wife De-
lores (Dee) (Coughlin)
Zsoter, parents Joseph
(Sr) & Agnes Zsoter,
infant sister Susan.
Survived by seven chil-
dren, Kimberly Cur-

rie (James), Karan Jensen (William) David Zsoter
(Tonya), Brian Zsoter, Patricia Prikasky, Joanne
Brown (Brian) Mark Zsoter (Jennifer Lynch). Nine
Grandchildren Zachery Zsoter, Heather Beaudin
(Eric), Matthew Currie, Sam Prikasky, Christopher
Jensen, Lucas Prikasky, Nicholas Jensen, Ame-
lia Brown, Peirce Brown, four step grandchildren,
Erica Hollingsworth, Marielle, Liam and Austin
Lynch, 2 great granddaughters, Lydia Beaudin,
Eloise Zsoter, two sisters Anges Brewer (Gorman)
and Elizabeth Wehrly (James),. Joe was an active
member at St Joseph Parish, now Nativity of the
Lord Parish in St. Louis Michigan, Knights of Co-
lumbus member, stationed in Germany, servicing
in the Army AUS INF, SP4 (T) E-4, attended Michi-
gan Tech University, studying Chemical Engineer-
ing. Was a member of the Breckenridge Jaycees,
coached girls’ softball with a winning team multi-
!3? &?1=*;+ (1; 1% #>/$813 7'!8=? >#= 9:? 51<8%1(
and Midland men’s leagues. Joe was employed at
Hawkins Letter service, ending his career at Delta
College as a graphic artist. In his retirement years
he volunteer at Alma hospital in the pain clinic, he
was known as the “Candy Man” Moved to Brook-
dale Meridian in Hasselt in 2018 where he resided
until his passing, where he made many special
friends with the staff and residents. Joe Started
building the family home in 1970, and was con-
stantly working with his hands, whether he was
repairing TV’s, in his shop, doing woodwork/build-
ing, home alterations, wine making, baking, can-
ning salsa, growing many fruits and vegetables in
his enormous garden, he was constantly on the go.
0#?*; >16#=89? !1;98'? (1; /;:8%< 1%" (#73" <#
any chance he got year-round. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held at Nativity of the Lord Parish, Mt
St Joseph site, St. Louis on Tuesday, October 13,
2020 at 1:30 pm. Visitation will be held Monday
from 3 to 7 pm and a prayer service beginning at
5 pm all at the Lux and Whiting Funeral Chapel,
Breckenridge. Interment will follow Ridgelawn
,?'?9?=&+ -=?$4?%=8"<?) 2% 38?7 #> .#(?=;+ '?'#-
rials may be made to Parkinson Research Foun-
dation, Leukemia Foundation, or Hospice. To view
Joe’s obituary or to leave a condolence for the fam-
ily please visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com

ZSOTER, JR., JOSEPH “JOE” MATTHEW

By Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin
and Aamer Madhani
The Associated Press

BETHESDA » Stepping gin-
gerly, President Donald
Trump walked out the mil-
itary hospital Monday night
where he has been receiv-
ing an unprecedented level
of care for COVID-19, im-
mediately igniting a new
controversy by declaring
that despite his illness the
nation should not fear the
virus that has killed more
than 210,000 Americans.

Back at the White House,
he climbed the South Por-
tico steps, removed his
mask and declared, “I feel
good.” He gave a double
thumbs-up to the departing
helicopter from the portico
terrace, where aides had ar-
ranged American flags for
the occasion.

Minutes earlier, the pres-
ident left Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical
Center for a waiting SUV
that carried him to Marine
One for the short helicop-
ter flight back to the White
House.

Trump’s doctor, Navy
Cdr. Sean Conley, said the
president would not be fully
“out of the woods” for an-
other week but that Trump
had met or exceeded stan-
dards for discharge from
the hospital. Trump is ex-
pected to continue his re-
covery at the White House,
where the reach of the out-
break that has infected the
highest levels of the U.S.
government is still being
uncovered.

Still Trump, who remains
contagious, indicated he
won’t be kept from cam-
paigning for long, tweeting
before leaving the hospital,
“Will be back on the Cam-
paign Trail soon!!!”

Trump made a point of
sounding confident ear-
lier. He tweeted, “I will be
leaving the great Walter
Reed Medical Center to-
day at 6:30 P.M. Feeling re-
ally good! Don’t be afraid
of Covid. Don’t let it dom-
inate your life. ... I feel bet-
ter than I did 20 years ago!”

However, that message
alarmed infectious dis-
ease experts and suggested
the president’s own illness
had not caused him to re-
think his often-cavalier at-
titude toward the disease,
which has also infected the
first lady and several White
House aides, including new
cases revealed on Monday.

“We have to be realistic
in this: COVID is a com-
plete threat to the Amer-
ican population,” said Dr.
David Nace of the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh Medical
Center, an expert on infec-
tions in older adults.

“Most of the people aren’t
so lucky as the president,”
with an in-house medical
unit and access to exper-
imental treatments, Nace
added.

“It’s an unconscionable
message,” agreed Dr. Sadiya
Khan of Northwestern Uni-
versity Feinberg School of
Medicine. “I would go so far
as to say that it may precipi-
tate or worsen spread.”

There was political push-
back to Trump’s attitude to-
ward the virus, as well.

Republican Sen. John
Cornyn of Texas told the
Houston Chronicle edito-
rial board that Trump had
“let his guard down” in his
effort to show that the coun-
try was moving beyond the

virus and had created “con-
fusion” about how to stay
safe.

Conley said that because
of Trump’s unusual level of
treatment so early after dis-
covery of his illness he was
in “uncharted territory.”
But the doctor also was up-
beat at an afternoon brief-
ing and said the president
could resume his normal
schedule once “there is no
evidence of live virus still
present.”

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, those with mild to
moderate symptoms of CO-
VID-19 can be contagious
for as many — and should
isolate for at least — 10 days.

Trump’s expected dis-
charge raised new ques-
tions about how the admin-
istration was going to pro-
tect other officials from a
disease that remains ram-
pant in the president’s body.
Press secretary Kayleigh
McEnany announced she
had tested positive for the
virus Monday morning and
was entering quarantine.

Both Nace and Khan ex-
pressed fear Trump won’t
properly stay isolated at the
White House -- and that he
hasn’t learned his lesson
about wearing a mask.

“We know he hates the
mask, we know he hates to
be restricted, we know he’s
unpredictable,” Nace said.
“The rest of the American
people are held accountable
to a 10-day isolation period.”

There were also linger-
ing questions about poten-
tial long term effects to the
president — and even when
he first came down with the
virus

Conley repeatedly de-
clined to share results of
medical scans of Trump’s
lungs, saying he was not at
liberty to discuss the infor-
mation because Trump did
not waive doctor-patient
confidentiality on the sub-
ject. COVID-19 has been
known to cause significant
damage to the lungs of
some patients. Conley also
declined to share the date
of Trump’s most recent neg-
ative test for the virus — a
critical point for contact
tracing and understanding
where Trump was in the
course of the disease.

Trump’s nonchalant mes-
sage about not fearing the
virus comes as his own ad-
ministration has encour-
aged Americans to be very
careful and take precau-
tions to avoid contracting
and spreading the disease
as cases continue to spike
across the country. For more
than eight months, Trump’s
efforts to play down the
threat of the virus in hopes
of propping up the economy
ahead of the election have
drawn bipartisan criticism.

Only a day earlier, Trump
suggested he had finally
grasped the true nature of
the virus, saying in a video,
“I get it.” But then on Sun-
day afternoon, Trump
briefly ventured out of the
hospital while contagious
to salute cheering support-
ers by motorcade — an out-
ing that disregarded pre-
cautions meant to contain
the virus.

White House officials
said Trump was anxious
to be released after three
nights at Walter Reed Na-
tional Military Medical Cen-
ter, where doctors revealed
that his blood oxygen level
had dropped suddenly twice

in recent days and that they
gave him a steroid typically
only recommended for the
very sick.

Trump’s experience with
the disease has been dra-
matically different from
most Americans, who do
not have access to the same
kind of monitoring and
care. While most must cope
with their symptoms — and
fear of whether they’ll take
a turn for the worse — at
home and alone, Trump has
been staying in the presi-
dential suite of one of the
nation’s best hospitals and
has been given experimen-
tal drugs not readily avail-
able to the public. He re-
turns to the White House
where there is a team of
doctors on call with 24-hour
monitoring.

Trump was leaving the
hospital after receiving a
fourth dose of the antivi-
ral drug remdesivir Mon-
day evening, Conley said.
He will receive the fifth
and final dose Tuesday at
the White House.

Less than one month be-
fore Election Day, Trump
was eager to project
strength despite his illness
and to press his campaign
effort across the country.

Vice President Mike
Pence returned to the cam-
paign trail moments af-
ter Trump announced he
would soon leave the hos-
pital. The vice president
boarded Air Force Two to fly
to Salt Lake City, where he
is to face off against Dem-
ocratic vice presidential
nominee Sen. Kamala Har-
ris on Wednesday.

Joe Biden’s campaign,
meanwhile, said the Dem-
ocratic presidential nomi-
nee again tested negative
for coronavirus Sunday. The
results came five days after
Biden spent more than 90
minutes on the debate stage
with Trump.

McEnany, who an-
nounced Monday that she
had contracted the virus,
spoke briefly with reporters
on Sunday evening without
wearing a mask, but said
that no members of the
White House press corps
spent enough time around
her to be considered close
contacts.

Even before Trump’s
motorcade outing on Sun-
day, some Secret Service
agents had expressed con-
cern about the lackadaisi-
cal attitude toward masks
and social distancing inside
the White House, but there
isn’t much they can do, ac-
cording to agents and offi-
cials who spoke to The As-
sociated Press. This close to
the election, thousands of
agents are engaged on pro-
tective duty so they can be
subbed out quickly should
someone test positive.

Trump’s aggressive
course of treatment in-
cluded the steroid dexa-
methasone and the single
dose he was given Friday of
an experimental drug from
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals
Inc. that supplies antibod-
ies to help the immune sys-
tem fight the virus. Trump
on Friday also began a five-
day course of remdesivir, a
Gilead Sciences drug cur-
rently used for moderately
and severely ill patients.
The drugs work in differ-
ent ways — the antibodies
help the immune system rid
the body of virus, and rem-
desivir curbs the virus’ abil-
ity to multiply.

Trump leaves hospital

EVAN VUCCI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump walks out of Walter Reed National Military Medical Center to
return to the White House after receiving treatments for COVID-19, Monday.
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STOP HAVING TO CLEAN
YOUR GUTTERS

15% OFF
Gutter Helmet® Installation

Offer expires 10/31/2020.

(517) 897-9028
Call For A No-Obligation Estimate Today

Serving Lansing and Battle Creek

 The nose of Gutter Helmet® extends past the lip of your gutters. There are no
vertical openings for leaves, pine needles or other debris to enter.

 The patented, flow-limiting ribbed design on Gutter Helmet® slows and spreads
water, causing it to sheet instead of bead. Adding ribs to Gutter Helmet also
increases the strength without adding weight.

 Gutter Helmet’s patented texturing process provides amazing strength from
a lighter panel, reducing the weight and stress on your gutters. When installing
over our patented 50-gauge brackets, Gutter Helmet® supports even the heaviest
snow loads! Texturing also increases rain-handling performance by up to 60% over
smooth panels.

 The patented PermaLife™ coating will not fade, will not chalk and is not affected
by corrosive acid rain. This Teflon®-like coating has special additives that work
overtime to help prevent the dirt and organic build-up common to other products.

 Professional Gutter Helmet® installers know that each house is unique. Three
patented brackets allow the installer to customize Gutter Helmet® for your home.
All brackets reinforce your existing, full-size gutters, and support even the heaviest
snow loads.

 3/8” inch horizontal gap means no slots or screens to clog. It is also the ideal
spacing to handle the heaviest rains but keep birds and debris out.

FireKeepersCasino.com | 877.FKC.8777

Actual make and model may vary from photo and on-property display.
See the Red Hot Rewards Club booth for complete details. Management reserves all rights.

TIME TO HAUL IN BIG WINNING

WIN 1 OF 3
FORD™ TRUCKS!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

EARN ENTRIES NOW – OCTOBER 24

WIN A SHARE OF

$60,000
IN CASH & RED HOT CREDITS

Two slot players will be drawn every two hours to

WIN UP TO $15,000 CASH!
EARN ENTRIES NOW – OCTOBER 17

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 • 2 PM – 10 PM

2 PM • ONE 2020 FORD™ RANGER WINNER
4 PM • Five $2,500 Red Hot Credits Winners
6 PM • ONE 2020 FORD™ RANGER WINNER
8 PM • Five $5,000 Red Hot Credits Winners
10 PM • ONE 2020 FORD™ F-150

SPECIAL EDITION WINNER

$ 0

LJ-GMG0019887-04

DELTA TWP. – A company tasked
with hiring 150 people for area manu-
facturing positions will host a job fair
today.

ResourceMFG, Manufacturing

Workforce Specialist is looking for
candidates to fill “packaging handling
jobs” that pay between $15 and $17 an
hour, according to a news release.

“ResourceMFG specializes in hiring
for the manufacturing industry and of-
fers training and certifications to all
employees, making them more mar-
ketable for top positions as they pro-

gress through their careers,” said the
release.

“Employees of all skill levels are
needed as most local companies are
reopening following COVID-19 clo-
sures,” the release said.

ResourceMFG will host the job fair
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.today at 2510
Snow Rd. in Delta Township.

Those who attend will be required to
wear masks and social distance, ac-
cording to the release.

For more information or to apply for
a job, visit www.resourcemfg.com.

Contact Rachel Greco at rgre-
co@lsj.com. Follow her on Twitter
@GrecoatLSJ.

Company to hire 150 for manufacturing jobs Tuesday
Rachel Greco
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Ingham County’s top health official
says her authority to maintain safety
precautions against the spread of
COVID-19 is “very clear,” but that power
is already being scrutinized.

Ingham County Health Officer Linda
Vail said her power to issue the orders
falls under the state’s public health code
and is unaffected by the Michigan Su-
preme Court’s ruling that invalidated
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s executive or-
ders.

“It’s a completely different law,” Vail
said. “The authority in the public health
code is very clear.”

The public health code gives state
and local health officials broad powers
to protect public health, especially dur-
ing times of a large-scale epidemic, Vail
said.

Oakland County on Saturday issued
an order requiring people to wear
masks.

Vail on Sunday issued four local or-
ders mandating people to continue to
wear masks, limiting indoor and out-
door gatherings, keeping indoor restau-
rant and bar seating limited to 50% ca-
pacity and requiring employee health
screenings. The orders only affect In-
gham County.

“We have the responsibility to stop
the transmission of diseases,” Vail said,
adding the spread of COVID-19 is not

currently under control in Ingham
County.

The Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services late Monday after-
noon issued an order restricting indoor
and outdoor gatherings, requiring
masks and maintaining capacity limita-
tions on restaurants and bars.

David Kallman, a Lansing attorney
who represented Owosso barber Karl
Manke during his battles with state offi-
cials because he refused to close his bar-
bership, said public health orders en-
acted in Ingham and Oakland counties
go too far beyond the scope of the law
and aren’t constitutionally sound. State
law grants health officers authority to
prohibit gatherings, he said, but has no
provisions that allow other mandates,
including wearing masks and health
screenings.

“Once again, it’s just like the gover-
nor’s orders going too far,” Kallman said.
“They’re doing the same things with
these orders.”

Vail’s orders came after the Michigan
Supreme Court declared a 1945 emer-
gency powers law unconstitutional Fri-
day. The court’s opinion puts Whitmer’s
executive orders issued during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic in limbo.

Does the law allow broad
authority or limited action?

Vail said the local health officers can
prohibit gatherings, create procedures
for people to follow during an epidemic
and take steps to mitigate the spread of
a disease. The orders are aimed at stem-
ming the spread of the virus, she said.

These steps are necessary to main-

tain health services and the health de-
partment has too many cases currently
to keep up, Vail said.

“That is part of the way we maintain
essential services to keep case counts
down,” Vail said.

Another key piece of the health code
is that “emergency procedures should
not be limited to this code,” Vail said.

Kallman said that interpretation is
too broad.

A health officer can limit gatherings
and have procedures to ensure the de-
livery of essential services, Kallman
said. That does not mean requiring
masks or health screenings for workers,
he said.

“They’re going way beyond what the
statute authorizes,” Kallman said.

Kallman says people should take pre-
cautions against the spread of the virus
and want the pandemic to end. Howev-
er, the law shouldn’t be used to enact or-
ders that go beyond what’s allowed dur-
ing an epidemic.

“That doesn’t give them carte
blanche to just make something up,”
Kallman said.

Others considering local orders
outside Ingham County

The Barry-Eaton District Health De-
partment said Monday it is still weigh-
ing its options before instituting any lo-
cal order similar to the ones in Ingham
or Oakland counties.

“BEDHD is considering the efficacy of
issuing orders within our district using
authority granted through the Michigan
Public Health Code to protect the pub-
lic’s health,” the health department said

in press release. “One of the challenges
of addressing the pandemic through
county-level actions is clarity and con-
sistency for residents, organizations,
and businesses, particularly for those
which operate across multiple coun-
ties.”

Like Ingham County, Barry and Eaton
counties continue to see an increase in
new COVID cases. The health depart-
ment reported the seven-day rolling av-
erage of cases in Eaton county is 75.4
per million, a more than 200% increase
over the average of new cases in Sep-
tember.

“Clearly, these increases are con-
cerning and provide yet another reason
for the Barry and Eaton County commu-
nities to stay the course to curtail this
spread,” BEDHD’s Health Officer Colette
Scrimger said in a statement. “We can-
not risk losing control of viral transmis-
sion at this critical time, and have only a
few basic tools to manage this risk.”

Leslie Kinnee, a spokesperson for the
Mid-Michigan Health Department that
includes Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm
counties, did not respond to a request
for comment.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-
377-1047 or calyons@lsj.com. 

County health boss 
says ruling doesn’t apply

Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

“We have the responsibility

to stop the transmission of

diseases.”
Linda Vail
Ingham County health officer

Vail: COVID-19 authority is ‘very clear’ 
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I
n 2020 nothing has been
“normal.” With Halloween still
more than three weeks away
the city of Alma is getting

downtown shoppers in the mood - for
Christmas! The Department of Public
Works has already installed Christ-
mas decorations on light poles in the

central business district. However,
city officials haven’t gotten their
holidays confused. The decorations
were put up early this year due to the
loss of seasonal help, City Manager
Matt Schooley said. “We’re going to
be short staffed and we just wanted
to make sure we got them up before

things got really tight (for DPW work-
ers),” he explained. “We won’t be
lighting them up yet.” Normally the
holiday decorations aren’t installed
until sometime in early November, he
added.

— Greg Nelson, Morning Sun

ALMA

IT’S BEGINNING TO
LOOK A LOT LIKE...

GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

Three people were announced Tuesday to have
died from COVID-19, one each in Isabella, Gratiot
and Clare counties. The three account for 14 per-
cent of the 22 deaths reported across the state.

It is the first day since the pandemic started
that someone’s death was announced in each of
the three counties.

Gratiot County had gone for more than two
months without a death from COVID-19. That
ended Tuesday.

A woman in her 80s died of the disease, becom-
ing the county’s 16th death, said Leslie Kinnee,
spokeswoman for Mid-Michigan District Health
Department.

Gratiot has more deaths than any other county
in mid-Michigan, but hadn’t recorded one since
July 20. Most of the county’s deaths came from
two nursing home outbreaks early in the pan-
demic. The county’s case fatality rate of 5.8 per-
cent is slightly higher than the state’s 5.3 percent.

Seven people died during at outbreak at Ma-
sonic Pathways’ Jack F. Saunders Healthcare Cen-

COVID-19 UPDATE

Four deaths reported
across mid-Michigan

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

The man alleged to have pulled the trigger in
what is now framed as a robbery gone wrong in
April is headed to trial.

Miykael Norfleat, 20, of Chicago, will face 11 sep-
arate charges in the shooting death
of Raven Edelen, who went by Ray
Nori, after being bound over by Cir-
cuit Court Judge Sara Spencer-Nog-
gle Tuesday afternoon. The murder
happened shortly before 6 p.m. in a
Campus Habitat apartment in the
500 block of Edgewood Drive.

Originally, Norfleat was charged
with open murder, first-degree
home invasion, felony firearm and
carrying a concealed weapon. At Tuesday’s hear-
ing, Isabella County Prosecutor Dave Barberi
tacked on another seven: conspiracy to commit
armed robbery, assault with intent to rob while
armed, two counts of felonious assault and three
more counts of felony firearm.

The shooting was part of what Barberi alleges

MT. PLEASANT

Campus
Habitat
suspect to
face trial
Man in April homicide case
bound over to circuit court

As if things weren’t strange enough, residents see city holiday decor going up

Norfleat

» PAGE A6
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By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Fulton Schools will once
again seek passage of a bond
issue in the Nov. 3 general
election.

In the primary the dis-
trict actually had two pro-
posals on the ballot but have
decided to trim that to one
for what is termed “essential
needs” that was defeated by
just four votes in August,
602-598.

Board of Education mem-
bers will not seek passage of
the second levy that lost by
a much larger margin, 769-
408, which was for $10,23
million for the construction
of a new gymnasium and
bus garage, among other
items.

The proposal on the No-
vember ballot is a 2.95-mill,
$9.4 million request that
would allow for the pur-
chase of 10 new buses, main-
tenance vehicles and equip-

ment.
It also includes funding

for technology upgrades,
classroom renovations and
furniture, and new win-
dows, flooring and lights in
all buildings.

Also, kitchens at the high
school/middle school and el-
ementary school would both
be completely renovated and
updated.

Superintendent Paul Hun-
gerford pointed out that the
district’s newest school bus

was 12 years old and “trans-
portation was the biggest
driver for the proposal.”

“We need to transport
our kids safely,” he said. “We
can’t afford to buy buses out
of our general fund.”

Fulton Schools has been
operating without bonded
debt for the past 13 years,
Hungerford noted.

However, the district’s
buildings are getting older
with the newest now at least

MID-MICHIGAN

Fulton schools to once again seek bond issue on ballot

FULTON » PAGE 2

DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2019 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LIMITED 4X4
Only 13,000 Miles

Gorgeous Slate Blue Metallic Color, Premium 20” Wheels,
Power Sunroof, Heated Leather, NAVIGATION

or about
$498.00 Per Month

$34,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2018 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING
LIMITED PLUS

Only 18,000 Miles
Every Possible Option! Heated Leather, Dual Sunroofs,

DVD Players, Front and Rear Heated Seats!

or about
$398.00 Per Month

$28,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2018 DODGE JOURNEY GT
ALL WHEEL DRIVE

Only 6,000 Miles
Leather Interior, Third Row Seating,

Heated Seats/Steering Wheel, NAVIGATION, Backup Camera

or about
$329.00 Per Month

$22,995 /ONLY

2017 FORD ESCAPE SE

Only 14,000 Miles
Flawless New Condition, Heated Seats, NAVIGATION,

Fantastic Gas MPG+, Dual Climate Control!

or about
$269.00 Per Month

$17,995 /NOW
ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

» themorningsun.com

Morning Sun
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 $2.25 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN



Morning Sun - 10/07/2020 Page : A02

Copyright (c)2020 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 10/07/2020
October 8, 2020 9:42 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

40 years old.
“Everything is aging

and it’s become time to do
something,” Hungerford
said.

School officials began
the process by hiring the
engineering firm Tower-
Pinkster and construction
managers Wieland Builds
Inc. to do a facility needs
assessment to help identify
essential building projects
and upgrades that should
be done.

A survey of district res-
idents was also conducted
along with community fo-
rums in January and Feb-
ruary to get further input
on what improvements
were important to district
residents.

The information gath-
ered was used to develop

the bond proposal.
If approved it would cost

the owner of a home with
a taxable value of $100,000
an additional $295 a year
in property taxes.

For more details visit the
district’s website at www.
fultonpirates.net.

ter, and another four died at
Riverside Healthcare Cen-
ter in St. Louis. Both out-
breaks accounted for 58 cu-
mulative cases between res-
idents and staff. All of the
deaths were among resi-
dents.

The elderly woman whose
death was announced Tues-
day did not live at a long-
term care facility, Kinnee
said.

Gratiot has 272 cumula-
tive confirmed cases of the
disease, an increase of 13
from Monday’s total of 259.

Another death was also
reported in Isabella County,
the 15th person to die there.

Five people died in Isa-
bella County in September,
tied for the month with the
most COVID-related deaths.
None were associated with
the biggest driver of case
numbers, the CMU return-
to-campus outbreak. Isa-
bella County has a 2.2 per-
cent case fatality rate.

The county recorded an-

other 12 cases Tuesday, in-
creasing its cumulative to-
tal of confirmed cases from
665 to 677.

Clare County’s death was
its fifth since March.

Three more cases were
announced Tuesday, in-
creasing the county’s cumu-
lative totals from 111 to 114.
Clare County’s case fatality
rate is 4.3 percent.

Another death was re-
ported in Midland County,
its 12th. Eight more cases
were reported, bringing its
cumulative total from 555
to 563.

Three more cases were
repor ted in Mecosta
County, increasing its cu-
mulative total from 234
to 237, with three deaths.
Gladwin County was re-
vised down by one to 103,
with two deaths. Montcalm
County has 343 cumulative
cases, with seven deaths.

Statew ide , another
903 cases were reported
for a cumulative total of
129,826, with 6,838 deaths.
Of the 22 reported Tuesday,
seven were identified dur-
ing a search of death re-
cords.
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was a conspiracy to rob
Edelen of marijuana and
money with the direct in-
volvement of three other de-
fendants: Robert Jamison,
Antony Smiles and Jesse
Hinton Jr.

After being arrested in
August, Jamison cooper-
ated with the police inves-
tigation, changing the na-
ture of the crime as an act
of revenge over a vehicle fire
to one of theft. Jamison also
told police that a fifth defen-
dant, Justin Collins, was not
actually present during the
robbery.

Collins, 22, of Mt. Pleas-
ant, was arrested and
charged at the same times
as Norfleat, but waived his
preliminary hearing.

During Tuesday’s hear-
ing, Norfleat defense attor-
ney, Dan O’Neil questioned
the narrative that Norfleat
pulled the trigger by sug-
gesting that his client was
implicated by a combina-
tion of a witness who got
a key identification wrong
and a cooperating snitch.

The witness in ques-
tion had put Collins at the
scene of the crime, but that
changed after Jamison told
investigators that Collins
wasn’t there. It is believed
that the witness, who fled
the shooting out of a win-
dow and told police he saw
Collins, misidentified Col-
lins for Jamison.

O’Neil asked Mt. Pleas-
ant Det. Sgt. Chuck Morri-
son how he could be sure
they had the right suspect
based on that witness’s
testimony while he had a
gun pointed at him if he
identified the wrong one
while running out with no
gun pointed at him.

Morrison, who O’Neil
called as a witness, said
that he felt like the wit-
ness’s identification of
Norfleat was credible.

Earlier in the day, an-
other Mt. Pleasant detec-
tive testified for Barberi.

Dave Sabuda described
how he and another of-
ficer executed a search

warrant on an apartment
in Deerfield Village where
they found the gun believed
used in the incident.

Norfleat, Collins and Col-
lins’ girlfriend were linked
to the apartment during a
traffic stop after the shoot-
ing.

Sabuda and the girl-
friend went to the apart-

ment so she
could sub-
due pit bulls
there. One
of the dogs
b u m p e d
into a living
room table
covered in
s u p p l i e s
for mak-
ing mari-
juana blunts

and that a live 9mm round
rolled off it and between the
two officers.

A 9mm pistol was found
behind a dining room heat-
ing grate in a garbage bag,
Sabuda testified. Later,
Sabuda said they discov-
ered that while the Smith &
Wesson 9mm Shield’s serial
number had some scratch-
ing to it, they were able to
identify it as having been
stolen from Hamtramck in
2012.

When they found it, the
gun had two rounds in the
magazine and a partially
disassembled slide.

Det. Michael Lee, a spe-
cialist sergeant with the
Michigan State Police, tied
the gun to two bullets found

at the scene. The expert said
that he found three holes
in Edelen, who was dead
by the time police arrived.
Two of the bullet holes were
in his abdomen and one in
his back.

O’Neil asked Lee if it was
possible there were unac-
counted for bullets. Lee said
that he only knew what he
collected at the scene.

Two additional suspects,
arrested after Jamison co-
operated, were charged in
late September.

Smiles and Hinton Jr.
were arrested in late Sep-
tember based on Jamison’s
cooperation.

Both were charged with
open murder, conspiracy
to commit armed robbery,
assault with intent to rob
while armed, first-degree
home invasion, two counts
of assault with a dangerous
weapon and four counts of
felony firearm. Open mur-
der, conspiracy to commit
armed robbery and assault
with intent to rob while
armed potentially carry
life sentences; first-degree
home invasion is a 20-year
felony; assault with a dan-
gerous weapon is a four-
year felony; and felony fire-
arm is a two-year felony
with the sentence running
consecutive to the underly-
ing crimes.

Smiles is currently sched-
uled for his preliminary
exam at 10:30 a.m. Oct. 15.
Hinton’s is scheduled the
same day, but at 11 a.m.
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Mary Margaret Bottaro,
93, of Mt. Pleasant,
passed away Monday
October 5, 2020 at her
home surrounded by
family and friends. She
was born October 17,
1926, in Highland Park,
Michigan, daughter of
the late John and Flo-
rence (LaChapelle) Bot-
taro. Mary graduated
from Highland Park
High School in 1945.
After graduation she
attended Highland Park
Jr. College while work-
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went on to graduate from Wayne State in 1951 with
a degree in Health and Physical Education. Profes-
sionally she taught Physical Education at Detroit
Holcomb Elementary (1951-59) and Detroit Henry
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hockey and tennis at Detroit Henry Ford. 1976
brought Mary to Central Michigan University as
an Assistant Professor of academic classes in the
Physical Education department and Field Hockey
coach. She retired in 1986. Her playing records
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hockey and softball at Highland Park High School.
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softball during her years of teaching in Detroit. She
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sociation, making the team right out of high school.
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Great Lakes Sectional First Team which went to
Nationals 20 years in a row. Her coaching career
includes; Detroit Holcomb Elementary where she
coached softball and basketball; Detroit Henry Ford
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.658). Her 1961 team had an undefeated season.
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ishing 5th in the nation; 1977 state and regional
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team was inducted into the CMU Athletics Hall of
Fame with a 20-1-1 record. Mary also enjoyed of-
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pay for college. She held a national rating as a
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High School Girls Basketball Championship game.
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and was a USA umpire to the Netherlands. Mary
served as Chair of the USFHA umpiring committee;
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orary umpiring award. Mary’s love of sports has
taken her to 15 countries. Mary was inducted into
the Michigan Amateur Sports Association Hall of
Fame (1974); CMU Athletics Hall of Fame (2002),
and CMU Athletics Hall of Fame with the 1976
Field Hockey Team (2012). Mary loved cats, espe-
cially Yacci, Stitches, Jet and Mystic, and her dog,
Flicker. Shel also enjoyed bird and deer watching.
She loved teaching, playing, and coaching; how-
ever, most importantly, she loved making a differ-
ence in young peoples’ lives. In the summer she
loved the lake and her jet boat. She also cherished
the many friends she made over her lifetime. Mary
is survived by her longtime friend, Margo Jonker;
her sister in-law, Bette Bottaro; and several nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
parents, Florence and John; and brother, Frank. A
Funeral Mass for Mary will be celebrated at 11
a.m. Friday, October 9, at Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church with Father Loren Kalinowski as
celebrant. The family will receive friends at the
church one hour prior to the Mass. She will be
laid to rest at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in South-
G)Q+ <= 1B64:+BNC L= Q!)4 <' F<P):8E >)><:!BQ +<-
nations may be made to the Sisters of St. Francis
of Assisi, 3221 S. Lake Drive, St. Francis, WI 53235
or to Sacred Heart Academy Foundation, 302 S.
Kinney, Mt. Pleasant MI 48858. Envelopes will be
available at the church or at Charles R. Lux Family
Funeral Home. To leave a condolence for the family
or to sign the online guest book please visit www.
CharlesRLux.com

www.CharlesRLux.com

MARY MARGARET, BOTTARO

Fulton
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Raven Tre-
Von Edelen,
aka Ray Nori

GREG ALLEN — INVISION/AP, FILE

David Lee Roth, left, and Eddie Van Halen of Van Halen perform in 2015in Wantagh, N.Y. Van Halen, who had battled
cancer, died Tuesday. He was 65.

OBITUARY

By Mark Kennedy
and Mesfin Fekadu
The Associated Press

NEW YORK » Eddie Van Ha-
len, the guitar virtuoso
whose blinding speed, con-
trol and innovation pro-
pelled his band Van Halen
into one of hard rock’s big-
gest groups, fueled the un-
mistakable fiery solo in Mi-
chael Jackson’s hit “Beat It”
and became elevated to the
status of rock god, has died.
He was 65

A person close to Van Ha-
len’s family confirmed the
rocker died Tuesday due to

cancer. The person was not
authorized to publicly re-
lease further details.

With his distinct solos,
Eddie Van Halen fueled the
ultimate California party
band and helped knock
disco off the charts start-
ing in the late 1970s with
his band’s self-titled debut
album and then with the
blockbuster record “1984,”
which contains the classics
“Jump,” “Panama” and “Hot
for Teacher.”

Van Halen is among the
top 20 best-selling artists of
all time, and the band was
inducted into the Rock and

Roll Hall of Fame in 2007.
Rolling Stone magazine put
Eddie Van Halen at No. 8 in
its list of the 100 greatest
guitarists.

Eddie Van Halen was
something of a musical
contradiction. He was an
autodidact who could play
almost any instrument, but
he couldn’t read music. He
was a classically trained pi-
anist who also created some
of the most distinctive gui-
tar riffs in rock history. He
was a Dutch immigrant who
was considered one of the
greatest American guitar-
ists of his generation.

“You changed our world.
You were the Mozart of rock
guitar. Travel safe rockstar,”
Motley Crue’s Nikki Sixx
said on Twitter.

The members of Van Ha-
len — the two Van Halen
brothers, Eddie and Alex;
vocalist David Lee Roth; and
bassist Michael Anthony —
formed in 1974 in Pasadena,
California. They were mem-
bers of rival high school
bands and then attended
Pasadena City College to-
gether. They combined to
form the band Mammoth,
but then changed to Van
Halen.

Crying in the street: Rock legend and
electric virtuoso Eddie Van Halen dies
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Health Department Issues Emergency Order; COVID Deaths
Reported in Gratiot, Adjacent Counties

Posted on Wednesday, October 7th, 2020 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this entry
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By Emma Selmon
 Herald News Editor

 Despite last week’s Michigan Supreme Court ruling that Governor Gretchen Whitmer lacks the authority to
declare or extend states of emergencies related to the COVID-19 pandemic, key parts of her executive orders
remain in effect under different statutes.

 The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) issued an emergency order on Monday
reinstating many of the COVID safety requirements that would have expired with the governor’s executive
orders. The MDHHS’s authority to issue such an order is given under the Public Health Code, and is “not tied to
the emergency orders that were overruled by the Michigan Supreme Court,” according to a Tuesday press
release from the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD).

 Among the COVID-19 safety protocols included in the MDHHS emergency order are limits on indoor and
outdoor gatherings as well as a mask mandate. Face coverings are required to be worn in enclosed public spaces,
just as they were last week.

 In addition, businesses should still follow their COVID-19 safety plans as well as all CDC, MDHHS and
MIOSHA guidances, according to the MMDHD press release. County governments should continue to use their
COVID-19 safety plans, and remote meetings remain legal. And schools should continue to follow their Return
to Learn plans and COVID-19 safety protocols.

 “The Mid-Michigan District Health Department wants to be sure that the public understands that basic public
health work will continue unchanged,” said Marcus Cheatham, health officer for the MMDHD. “All basic public
health operations including contact tracing, quarantines and food and water sanitation are still required by law
and must go on.”

 COVID-19 cases continue to rise in Mid Michigan this week, with Gratiot and most of its surrounding counties
reporting new coronavirus deaths.

 Gratiot gained 19 new COVID-19 cases over the past week, and is reporting one new death. The MMDHD’s
Kinnee told The Herald that this individual was a woman in her 80s.

 According to information from the State of Michigan, no new cases have been identified in connection with the
outbreak at Luce Road Elementary School in Alma this week. The total number of cases associated with that
outbreak is still 31.

 And at Alma College, one new case was identified over the past week, bringing their total up to 22; however, the
college is reporting that all of these individuals have recovered.

 As of Tuesday, Gratiot County is reporting a total of 272 cases and 16 deaths.
 One death was reported in Montcalm County this week as well. A man in his 80s passed away from the virus,

according to Kinnee. The county also gained 32 new positive cases over the week, and is now reporting a total
of 343 COVID-19 cases and seven deaths.

 Clinton is the only one of Gratiot’s neighboring counties that did not see a resident die from COVID-19 this
week. Clinton gained 42 new cases for a total of 651, and is still reporting 14 deaths.

 In Isabella County, 44 new cases and one new death was reported this week, bring their total case count to 677
and their death toll to 15. A death was reported in Midland County as well, where 46 new cases were identified.
Midland is reporting a total of 563 COVID-19 cases and 12 deaths. And Saginaw County gained 126 new cases
and three deaths, for a total of 2,910 cases and 139 deaths.

 As of Tuesday, the state of Michigan was reporting a cumulative total of 129,826 COVID-19 cases and 6,838
deaths.
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

It took nearly a year, but Isa-
bella County finalized its new em-
ployee classification system that
resulted in pay hikes for most
county employees.

Wage adjustments were made
for employees of the county’s
elected officers last December and
earlier this year. Addressing em-
ployees of non-elected offices and
the Trial Court was supposed to
take place in March, but was put
on hold due to COVID-19.

Commissioners worked off a
proposal from County Adminis-
trator Margaret McAvoy based
on recommendations from a 2016
wage and compensation study.
McAvoy didn’t move forward with
everything the study suggested,
in particular recommendations to
reduce pay in certain positions.

All along, commissioners and
McAvoy said that doing this
would cause morale problems
for employees, most of whom the
study said were underpaid.

MID-MICHIGAN

Isabella finalizes
pay hikes for non-
elected offices

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

As the COVID-19 pandemic
continues, theaters are in the pro-
cess of reopening in the central
Michigan area.

Since the nationwide shut-
downs in March, theaters have
been closed due concerns about
spreading COVID-19. Recently,
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has is-
sued executive orders to allow
theaters, performance venues, ar-
cades, bingo halls, bowling cen-
ters, indoor climbing facilities,
amusement parks, trampoline
parks and other activity-related
businesses to reopen with some
restrictions on Friday, Oct. 9.

With this in mind, Celebration
Cinema will be reopening the-
aters in Grand Rapids (Celebra-
tion Cinema North GR), Grand-
ville, Lansing, Portage, and Mus-
kegon — but will reopen the
Mount Pleasant Benton Har-
bor, and Celebration South GR
location likely reopen later this
month.

MID-MICHIGAN

Theaters
finally begin
process of
reopening

GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

Justin LaDoux stands next to the sculpture he designed of the late Scott Sheldon, who passed away earlier this year. His wife Sandy and
other family members and friends had the sculpture, as well as a pavilion, picnic tables and benches built at the Fred Meijer Heartland Trail
trailhead on Charles Avenue in Alma in Scott’s memory.

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

One of Scott Sheldon’s favor-
ite things to do in life was ride
his bicycle with his wife Sandy
on the Fred Meijer Heartland
Trail.

But in May he passed away
from pancreatic cancer at the
age of 64.

As a way to honor his mem-
ory, Sandy, his wife of 32 years,
and other family members and
friends had a sculpture of Scott,
as well as a pavilion, picnic ta-
bles and benches built at the
Heartland Trail trailhead on
Charles Avenue in Alma.

Sandy was on hand Tuesday
to see the final pieces of the proj-
ect completed.

“I wanted to give something
to the rail-trail as a way to re-
member Scott,” she said. “Scott
liked to ride motorcycles but
later got into bicycling and he
loved biking along the trail.

“We were looking for a way
to honor him and I thought this
would be a nice addition for the
trail and even for the neighbor-
hood.”

Along with other donors,
Kevin Collison at Commercial
Bank was a big help making the
project come to fruition, Sandy
said.

Scott, who owned insurance
agencies in Alma and Shepherd
for nearly 40 years, served on
the bank’s Board of Directors
for 35 years, including his last
13 as chairman.

Sandy commissioned Alma
artist Justin LaDoux to make
the sculpture.

“I’ve known of Justin’s work
for many years,” she said.

LaDoux said he’s “always been
artistic” but didn’t get into de-
signing and building sculptures
until he got out of college about
15 years ago.

He initially met with Sandy to
get an idea of what she wanted
the sculpture to look like.

“We sent photos back and
forth by text,” LaDoux said. “We
would come up with new ideas
trying to figure out what the fi-
nal product should be.”

That process took three to
four months, he added.

After the final design was
agreed on it only took him three
or four days to build the sculp-
ture.

“I’m happy with it,” LaDoux
said.

Sandy also worked with city
of Alma officials to make the
project possible.

A memorial stone dedicating
the site to Scott will be the final
piece added.

ALMA

SCULPTURE, PAVILION
HONORS LATE CYCLIST

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebearren on Twitter

Three local school districts have
reported additional cases of CO-
VID-19. Two of them involve ele-
mentary schools.

A fifth-grade teacher for Shep-

herd Schools has tested positive for
COVID-19, Interim Superintended
Greg McMillan informed district
parents Tuesday night.

“I apologize for interrupting
your family time, but we have had a
significant change in our district’s
COVID-19 status,” McMillan said
in an email. “We have had our first,

on campus, confirmed COVID-19
case. One of our fifth grade teach-
ers has tested positive for the CO-
VID-19 virus.”

Shepherd School District has
two elementary schools, Shepherd
Elementary School and Winn Ele-
mentary School. While the subject
line of the email identified Shep-
herd Elementary School, the body
copy just says a fifth-grade teacher.

The district reported it to Cen-
tral Michigan District Health De-
partment, which McMillan said be-

gan the process of contact tracing
to identify who might have been
exposed. Anyone determined to
be a close contact will be quaran-
tined at home. Any students who
are quarantined at home will move
to virtual learning.

CMDHD has traditionally de-
fined people as close contacts
who’ve spent 15 minutes or more
within six feet of someone infected.
Anyone who develops symptoms
and isn’t tested is classified as a
probably positive case.

The case is the first confirmed
case of COVID-19 involving a
public school district in Isabella
County.

Shortly after the Shepherd an-
nouncement, Breckenridge Com-
munity Schools announced on so-
cial media a confirmed case in-
volving Breckenridge Elementary
School. The district didn’t identify
the grade, or whether it involved a
student or staff member.

The notice did say that all close

Shepherd, Breckenridge and Mt. Pleasant among
districts to disclose confirmed, probable infections

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Three schools report new cases
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In addition, employees
affected by Tuesday night’s
decision were given wage
increases retroactive to
April 1. In doing so, McAvoy
told commissioners that it
wasn’t the fault of county
employees that COVID-19
disrupted operations and
that they shouldn’t be pun-
ished for it.

The additional pay will

cost $232,000, which was
part of a budget amend-
ment passed last month for
the fiscal year that ended
Sept. 30.

Those wage hikes will
create an ongoing expense
for the county. That orig-
inally concerned Com-
mission Vice Chairman
Jim Horton, a Union Town-
ship Republican from Dis-
trict 4.

Tuesday night, Horton
said he’d come around to
seeing the wage hikes as
an investment to make the

county competitive in at-
tracting high-quality em-
ployees.

That was a significant
issue last year in both the
prosector’s office and sher-
iff ’s department, both of
which had difficulty main-
taining staffing levels.

Both offices were first in
line for wage adjustments.
At the time, McAvoy called
it a public safety issue.

Since the wage hikes
were implemented, staffing
levels in both offices have
improved.

Pay
FROM PAGE 1

“We’ll see how they do
and see if it’s worth it to re-
open the rest of the Cele-
bration theaters,” Celebra-
tion Cinema Mt. Pleasant
general manager, Christo-
pher Couling said.

The Mt. Pleasant location
has been closed for half of
2020.

“It’s been a difficult time,”
Couling said. “All of the em-
ployees were on furlough
and many won’t return due
to various reasons like them
being gradating students or
finding other jobs.”

Celebration will be fol-
lowing CinemaSafe guide-
lines, which were reviewed
by Dr. Anthony Fauci
and leading Michigan epi-
demiologists Dr. Sims. The
guidelines Celebration will
be implementing includes:

• Physical distancing
measures will include re-
duced seating capacity,
in accordance with CDC
and local health depart-
ment guidelines. Reserved
seating will automatically
space groups apart from
each other.

•CelebrationCinemastaff
will use personal protec-
tive equipment, including
face masks. Guests are re-
quiredtowearmasks,though
they may be removed when
a guest is seated and enjoy-
ing their popcorn and other
movie snacks.

• All customers are en-
couraged to pre-purchase
tickets online at celebra-

tioncinema.com or via the
Celebration Cinema app.
Online convenience fees
are temporarily waived to
minimize lines.

• Celebration Cinema
will not be accepting cash
for payment. Please plan for
online, credit card or gift
card purchases only.

• Frequent cleaning of
high-touch surfaces will be
ongoing, and deep cleaning
overnight.

• Movie treats will be
available. Avoid lines by
purchasing on the Celebra-
tion Cinema website or app
for delivery direct to your
theatre seat.

Once Celebration re-
opens, they will likely be
showing “Tenet” as well as
some independent films and
classic films.

NCG Cinema in Alma
will be reopening on Friday
and will likely showing “Te-
net,” “Unhinged,” and “New
Mutants.”

“We will be also bringing
back some older throwback
movies,” Tim Dilts, a repre-
sentative from NCG Cin-

ema, said.
NCG has faced similar

struggles to Celebration
though some NCG theaters
have hosted multiple pop-
corn to go nights.

“It was a huge success
and showed us how much
our customers love going to
the movies,” Dilts said. “So
we are very excited about
Friday.”

NCG Cinema will also be
operating with a limited
seating capacity as well
as following other guide-
lines.

“Our staff is dedicated
to keeping all high traf-
fic touch points sanitized
throughout the day,” Dilts
said. “We have increased
the time In between show-
ings to allow for more time
to sanitize each theater. We
will also have a limited con-
cession menu such as pop-
corn, soft drinks, frozen
drinks, and candy.”

For more information,
visit celebrationcinema.
com or ncgmovies.com/
alma/.

Theaters
FROM PAGE 1

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NCGMOVIES.COM

Pictured is the NCG Cinema venue in Alma.

contacts have been identi-
fied by Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department.

It is the second Gratiot
County elementary school
with at least one confirmed
case of COVID-19.

Luce Road Early Child-
hood Learning Center, part
of the Alma School District,
had an outbreak that in-
volved 31 confirmed cases
involving both students
and staff last month.

No additional cases were
reported there in Mon-
day’s school outbreak up-
date from the Michigan
Department of Health and
Human Services, suggest-
ing that the outbreak has
been contained.

Gratiot County’s cumu-
lative confirmed cases in-
creased by two Wednes-
day to 274, according to
the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Ser-
vices. The county has had
40 probably positive cases
— people who had close
contact with a COVID-pos-
itive person and developed
symptoms — and 16 deaths.
Isabella County has had a
cumulative total of 93 prob-
able cases since March.

Also on Tuesday, Mt.
Pleasant Public Schools Su-
perintendent Jennifer Ver-
leger announced that a sec-
ond probable case involv-
ing at the district’s middle

school.
The first probable case,

a student who developed
symptoms last Thursday,
prompted all teachers in
one of its teaching teams
into quarantine until Oct.
15, returning to class on
Oct. 19. That timetable was
not changed by the second
case.

There are also hundreds
of cases associated with Cen-
tral Michigan University.

Isabella County’s cases
increased by 16 to 693, ac-
cording to the MDHHS
website. With a population
of 70,000, once the county’s
cumulative total number of
cases reaches 700, 1 percent
of the county’s population
will have had a confirmed
case of COVID-19. Fifteen
people have died from CO-
VID-19.

Cases in Clare County in-
creased by 10 Wednesday to
a cumulative total of 115,
with five deaths. Five more
cases were reported in
Montcalm County for a cu-
mulative total of 348, with
seven deaths. Eight more
cases were reported in Me-
costa County, for a cumula-
tive total of 245, with three
deaths. Eleven more cases
were reported in Midland
County, for a cumulative to-
tal of 574, with 12 deaths.

Gladwin County, with
103 cases and two deaths,
remained unchanged.

Statewide, another 1,016
cases were announced for a
cumulative total of 130,842,
with nine new deaths.

Virus
FROM PAGE 1
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one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer
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promoted by Lowe’s and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 10/31/20.

BONUS Reader Special

To be eligible for this promotion, the participant’s estimated job cost must be at least $7883. The

advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and assumes that third-party

financing is available for new customers at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132
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EAST LANSING – A Lansing man has
been charged after exposing himself,
masturbating and yelling obscenities to
women from his truck more than half a
dozen times, according to court records.

Justin Toms, 24, is facing six counts
of aggravated indecent exposure in
three different Ingham County courts.
Each charge relates to a different day in
2019. 

In one case, on Nov. 22, Toms pulled
up next to a woman as she was walking
down a street in Lansing, Lansing De-
tective Jason Evans wrote in an affidavit
that led to one of the charges. 

He was masturbating, and he lifted
himself off the seat and yelled sexual
obscenities at her as he did so, Evans
wrote. The woman told police she could
see his buttocks and penis. 

The first charged offense of indecent
exposure was in late August 2019 in Me-
ridian Township, according to court rec-
ords. 

But he was on the radar of law en-
forcement as early as April 2019, when
the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office
declined to issue charges because there
was not enough evidence, Ingham
County Sheriff’s Office Capt. Greg Har-
ris said. 

Toms was charged with exposing
himself to women for incidents on Oct.
12 in East Lansing, Oct. 18 on Michigan
State University’s campus, Nov. 21 on
MSU’s campus, Nov. 22 in Lansing and
Dec. 4 on MSU’s campus. 

Police were not able to identity
Toms until a Dec. 5 traffic stop on
MSU’s campus, Evans wrote. Toms’
physical description and his vehicle
matched previous flashing reports.

MSU’s police department had taken
“multiple” police reports about Toms
around that time, Evans wrote. MSU
Capt. Chris Rozman confirmed the de-
partment had taken three reports of
indecent exposure between October
and December, but declined to say if
Toms was the suspect. 

Rozman said he could not comment
on Toms’ case until he was arraigned.
He is not in custody and does not have
a mug shot available. 

Police also discovered, through a
search of Toms’ cell phone, a video tak-
en in Lansing that showed Toms sit-
ting in his truck as a woman rubbed his
penis from outside the vehicle, accord-
ing to an affidavit filed with charges by
MSU Police Detective Kelly Johnson. 

The video was determined to have
been taken in early July, and led to a
gross indecency charge for Toms. 

Contact reporter Kara Berg at 517-
377-1113 or kberg@lsj.com. 

Authorities charge Lansing man, 24, 
with indecent exposure on 6 occasions
Kara Berg
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

MASON – A Cadillac man has been
charged with raping a teenage girl
while he was living in Delhi Township
in 2005, police said.

William Truman Jones, 63, was ar-
rested Tuesday in Cadillac and ar-
raigned Wednesday in 55th District

Court on a count of first-
degree criminal sexual
conduct, the Ingham
County Sheriff’s Office
said.

A judge set a
$500,000 bond for
Jones. No attorney was
listed for him in court

records, and it was unclear if he has le-
gal representation.

Jones is charged with assaulting a
17-year-old girl who lived in the same
Holt household but was not related to
him, Sheriff’s Capt. Greg Harris said.

Investigators recently received
DNA evidence corroborating the vic-
tim’s statements about what hap-
pened 15 years ago, Harris said.

The case was solved by work done
through the Sexual Assault Kit Initia-
tive, a grant-funded program that ex-
amines sex assault cases involving un-
processed DNA evidence, sheriff’s offi-
cials said.

A sheriff’s detective works with
prosecutors in Ingham and Jackson
counties on the Sexual Assault Kit Ini-
tiative, officials said.

One part of the Sexual Assault Kit
Initiative grant goes through Michigan
State Police to pay for investigators and
another part goes through the state At-
torney General’s Office to pay for a spe-
cial assistant attorney general who
works with the two prosecutors’ offices.
Chief Assistant Ingham County Prose-
cutor Mike Cheltenham said.

Other Ingham County cases have
been solved by the initiative, Chelten-
ham said.

Jones was arrested by a sheriff’s de-
tective with the help of the MSP 7th Dis-
trict Fugitive Team, officials said.

First-degree criminal sexual conduct
carries a maximum penalty of up to life
in prison upon conviction.

Contact Ken Palmer at (517) 377-1032
or kpalmer@lsj.com.

Cadillac man charged
with rape in 2005 case 
Ken Palmer
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Jones

ST. JOHNS – Officials are moving
St. Johns High School classes online
after a staff member tested positive for
COVID-19.

The positive test led to several other
staffers and some students being
quarantined for two weeks, St. Johns
schools Superintendent Mark Palmer
said in letter to parents on Thursday.

“As a result, we do not have enough
staff members to provide the support
and guidance needed for our students
for in-person learning,” Palmer wrote.

Palmer did not say how many stu-
dents and staff members have been
quarantined or whether the staff mem-
ber who tested positive is a teacher.

The Mid-Michigan District Health
Department is trying to identify every-
one who might have been exposed to the
virus so they can be quarantined.

“Our schools will continue to imple-
ment thorough cleaning procedures to
protect our staff and students,” the mes-
sage said.

Only high school students are mov-
ing to remote learning, he said. In-per-
son instruction will resume Oct. 20.

Contact Ken Palmer at (517) 377-1032
or kpalmer@lsj.com. 

St. Johns High moves to remote learning
after staffer tests positive for COVID-19
Ken Palmer
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

An unexpected guest joined Vice
President Mike Pence on the debate
stage Wednesday evening: a pesky fly.

During the sole vice presidential de-
bate, a fly sat on the top of Pence’s head
for several minutes while he debated
Democratic vice presidential nominee
Kamala Harris. The fly quickly went vi-
ral and created a stir online.

Democratic presidential nominee
Joe Biden, referencing the fly, tweeted a
photo of him with a fly swatter.

“Pitch in $5 to help this campaign fly,”

the tweet said. Biden several minutes
later also tweeted the website
flywillvote.com, which redirected to a
website where people can check if
they’re registered and get information
on how to vote by mail or in person. 

Even before the debate was over,
several Twitter accounts were created
for the fly. Merriam-Webster tweeted
that the word “fly” was trending on its
website “for quite possibly the first
time.”

Some viewers joked on Twitter that
the fly should get time to respond to
the questions. Other said it needs to
quarantine or be tested for COVID-19.

Fly on Pence’s head creates viral moment

Rebecca Morin
USA TODAY
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Showers are expected for part
of the week, with the remainder
showing partly sunny skies.

According to the National
Weather Service in Grand Rap-
ids, today shows a chance of
showers and possible thunder-
storms after 3 p.m. with a 70%
chance of precipitation. Showers
will also be likely in the evening
before 9 p.m. Winds may reach 5
to 10 mph with gusts reaching as
high as 18 mph.

Tuesday will likely have sunny
weather during the day and
partly cloudy weather during
the evening.

Wednesday shows a chance of
mostly sunny weather during the
day and a chance of showers af-
ter 3 a.m. in the evening.

Thursday also shows a chance
of showers during the day with
clouds at night.

Friday expects mostly sunny
weather.

Temperatures during the day
are expected to be in the 40s, 50s,
and 60s during the day and 30s
and 40s during the evening.

For more information,
visit weather.gov.

WEEKLY FORECAST

Showers, then
sunny skies

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

Three Gratiot County commu-
nities have formed a public trans-
portation authority and are now
looking to pass a millage in the
Nov. 3 general election to oper-
ate it.

Pine River Township, along
with the cities of Ithaca and St.
Louis are ask-
ing voters to ap-
prove a five-year,
0.96-mill levy
that would pro-
vide funding to
become part of
the Alma Transit
system.

T h e m i l l -
age would raise
$117,000 a year in Pine River,
$72,000 in Ithaca and $51,000
in St. Louis.

Alma has had a similar levy in
place for a number of years that
funds its Dial-A-Ride bus service.

Currently, St. Louis has a
contact that pays Alma Tran-

GRATIOT COUNTY

Transportation
millage sought
by three area
communities

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY ALMA COLLEGE

Alma College senior Zach Jandereski, a psychology and business administration major from Bad Axe, is studying symbols of political and
social movements in relation to COVID-19.

Alma College junior Abbey Killian, a biology major from Traverse City, is
studying genetics and their relation to the COVID-19pandemic.

Alma College News

Communications and public
health officials have worked for
the past six months on differ-
ent ways to educate people on
the dangers of COVID-19, in-
cluding coming up with mar-
keting plans to make mitiga-
tion strategies sound appeal-
ing to various audiences.

In the future, Zach Jan-
dereski may be able to help
them. The Alma College se-
nior from Bad Axe is taking
part in an independent study
under psychology assistant
professor Mark Mills to ex-
plore how a person’s political
leanings may influence their
feelings on wearing face cov-
erings in public, and how to
achieve broader compliance
with healthcare initiatives.

Jandereski isn’t alone
among Alma students studying
COVID-19. Juniors Blake Jona-
ssen, of Muskegon, and Abbey
Killian, of Traverse City, are
both pursuing research proj-
ects through the college’s e-

STEM CORE program that in-
volve psychological reactions
to the pandemic and the rea-
sons why they occur.

“It’s a unique time,” Mills
said. “When we do research,
we hope to capitalize on these
sorts of worldly events, which
provide avenues to explor-
ing how people process them.
You can’t build that in a lab.
You certainly don’t hope for
this kind of thing to happen,
but you’re glad that these stu-
dents are taking the opportu-
nity when it presents itself.”

Jandereski is in support of
rules mandating face cover-
ings at Alma and other insti-
tutions. The science is clear
about the benefits of wearing
a face covering, he said, and he
doesn’t want himself or others
to get sick.

That’s why Jandereski, a
psychology and business ad-
ministration major, decided
he would pursue his project,
which is dedicated to increas-
ing compliance with face cov-

ALMA COLLEGE

‘CAN’T BUILD THAT IN A LAB’

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
@ebaerren on Twitter

The scenario: You get a call
from an unidentified local num-
ber and when you answer, the per-
son on the other end of the line
tells you that you’ve had close con-

tact with someone who’s tested
positive for COVID-19. They ask
you who you might have spent 15
minutes in close contact to.

It’s part of a process called con-
tact tracing. Someone tests posi-
tive for the disease and a public
health nurse investigates, asking
them who they’ve been in close

contact with.
Then, the nurse contacts those

people to let them know to quar-
antine for two weeks and asks if
they’ve developed symptoms.

Some people share their infor-
mation. Others respond differ-
ently.

Last month, Marcus Cheatum,
health officer for Mid-Michigan
District Health Department, told
Gratiot County Chairman George
Bailey that one of his nurses mak-

ing these calls received so much
abuse from the public that she
asked to get shifted to other du-
ties.

Angry responses are not un-
common, said Jonathan Warsh,
chief of staff for the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human
Services. He said he can under-
stand it.

The nurses making the call is
sharing sensitive, difficult infor-
mation, he said. Due to privacy

concerns, they also can’t answer
the biggest question people have
... who infected them?

“People are upset about that,”
he said, later in the conversation
adding, “These are stressful jobs,
making stressful calls.”

When it comes to school out-
breaks, it’s even more difficult,
Cheatum said. School outbreaks
involve disease, but they also cre-
ate disruptions for everyone in-

Critical communication and public health
strategy entices different levels of responses

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Contact tracing stirs emotions

Trio of studies seeks to unravel real-world
understanding of COVID-19’s social effects
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volved.
The children need to

learn and it’s hard for a lot
of parents to juggle caring
for a potentially sick child
with the need to work, he
said. And, the school needs
to remain open to fulfill its
function.

“That’s just awful for the
community,” he said.

Cheatum said he’s en-
gaged in outreach with of-
ficials in a variety of gov-
ernment functions — from
elected officials to educa-
tion leaders — and asked

them to express support
for their work. The public
health department is part
of government, there to
support other units of gov-
ernment and to try to pro-
tect the public.

“We’re doing what we
need to be doing,” he said.
He said the response has
been positive. It can also
help health departments
contain outbreaks.

When students returned
to Central Michigan Uni-
versity in mid-August,
some of them brought CO-
VID-19 with them. Trans-
mission at off-campus par-
ties caused cases to ex-
plode in numbers. Students
weren’t as forthcoming as

they might have been with
information.

“CMU students have
been great recently,” said
Steve Hall, CMDHD health
officer. “There were some
bumps in the road initially,
however CMU has been a
great partner with us. If we
have any issues, we are able
to work with their Student
Affairs office to get them
taken care of.”

CMDHD issued an or-
der further limiting gath-
erings. The number of new
cases started to rapidly
decline, and as health de-
partments servicing Mich-
igan State University and
Grand Valley State Univer-
sity took more drastic ac-

tion, the back-to-campus
outbreak had slowed dra-
matically.

While there is some ani-
mosity everywhere, it is es-
pecially high in communi-
ties with broken trust with
government, Warsh said.
These aren’t just political
lyconservative areas, but
also communities that have
experienced years of poor
treatment at the hands of
government.

It’s hard to quantify
how much more difficult
an uncooperative public
is in contact tracing ef-
forts, Warsh said. Still, he
said, its the “only way to
stop the chains of trans-
mission.”

Tracing
FROM PAGE 1

sit $10,000 annually to
prove some service to
city residents.

Pine River was pay-
ing $2,500 a year but
that only covered a small
portion of the township
between Alma and St.
Louis.

If the millage passes it
would provide the same
level of service to the
three municipalities that
Alma residents receive.

Rider fares would also
be the same.

For the levy to pass,
however, voters in all
three jurisdictions must
approve it.

If it’s turned down by
any one of them then the
millage fails and public
transportation services
will not be offered.

After discussions re-
garding a countywide
transit system broke
down last year, Pine
River, Ithaca and St.
Louis decided to move
forward on their own by
forming the authority,
which was approved by
all three municipalities
in July.

Prior to that, Alma
Transit had commis-
sioned a postcard sur-
vey, conducted by Alma
College professor Dr. Ben
Peterson and his public
policy class, of randomly
selected residents in the
three communities.

It found that the ma-
jority of respondents in
Pine River, Ithaca and
St. Louis would support
a public transportation
millage.

If the levy is approved
in all three communities
it would cost the owner
of a $100,000 home,
with a taxable value of
$50,000, an additional
$48 a year in property
taxes.

Millage
FROM PAGE 1

ering mandates.
Inspired by symbols of

popular political and so-
cial movements, like Uncle
Sam and the LGBTQ pride
flag, Jandereski believes
that people may be swayed
to wear face coverings or
not based on who is telling
them.

“Simply telling people to
wear a mask doesn’t always
have a desirable effect. The
question is why,” Jandereski
said. “I think the leading
hypothesis is that it’s ei-
ther consistent with your
ideology or it’s inconsis-
tent. If we can create a sign
that is consistent with peo-
ple’s world views, in some
manner, and attach that
to wearing a mask, they
may be more likely to com-
ply.”

Jandereski set up a ta-
ble outside the Alma Col-
lege Library, with signs to
promote face coverings us-
ing icons broadly appreci-
ated by the left and right
wings of American polit-
ical thought. He then sur-

veyed random students en-
tering the library on their
reaction to the signs, their
political preferences, and
whether or not they were
wearing a face covering.

“It feels like the kind
of project that might help
with mask compliance,”
Jandereski said. “I hope it
works.”

Killian, a biology major,
is working with Jonasson,
a psychology major, on two
projects with a similar fo-
cus.

Various aspects of the
pandemic — wearing face
coverings, social distanc-
ing, the possibility of con-
tracting COVID-19 — exac-
erbated negative feelings for
many people, Killian said.
As someone who is inter-
ested in pursuing a career
in genetic science, she be-
lieves the root of those feel-
ings may lie in pre-disposed
personality traits, deter-
mined by a person’s genes.

Killian is taking genetic
samples from up to 200 of
her classmates at Alma —
likely a swab on the inside
of their cheek — and test-
ing the samples to see where
they land on the “Big Five”
personality traits, including

openness, conscientious-
ness, agreeableness, extra-
version and neuroticism.
From there, Killian said,
she’ll question the students
to see how they reacted to
the pandemic.

The goal is to try to draw
a link between their re-
sponses and their genetic
profile, she said.

“There are a lot of ways
this could go, which is what
makes it a really exciting
project,” Killian said. “For
example, you may think
someone who suffers from
anxiety would handle the
pandemic worse than some-
one who doesn’t. But dur-
ing these times, that person
may be more used to deal-
ing with anxiety than some-
one who doesn’t have anxi-
ety. I’m looking forward to
doing the research.”

Jonasson is taking a sim-
ilar track by testing partici-
pants based on their pre-ex-
isting personality traits. In-
stead of using their genetic
material, he’ll be looking at
their grade point averages,
both before and after the
pandemic. He’s interested
in knowing if negative feel-
ings create a change in a
student’s GPA.

If so, he said, it could de-
termine whether anxiety
caused by COVID-19 is sim-
ilar to a phobia, or some
other type of condition.

“I find this personally in-
teresting because of how
anxious I was, especially at
the beginning of the pan-
demic,” Jonasson said. “I ac-
tually had to step away from
a lot of social media because
it felt overwhelming. Since
I was affected, I assume
others might have been.
That’s why we do these tests
— to test those assump-
tions.”

Mills said the research
will likely be concluded in
the spring and then pre-
sented at different confer-
ences. In the meantime, he
said, it’s a great chance and
opportunity for undergrad-
uate students to learn by do-
ing. “The currency of higher
Ed is research. If you’re not
doing research, you’re not
moving up in higher Ed,”
Mills said. “I would defi-
nitely say Alma stands out
in terms of giving students
the resources they need in
order to do the research
that is necessary to pursue
graduate programs in the
future.”

Alma
FROM PAGE 1

DETROIT » History buffs can
roll around sites in Detroit
as part of an interactive
civil rights bike tour.

The Michigan State His-
toric Preservation Office is
launching the tour which
can be navigated from a
smartphone or tablet.

The recommended route
begins and ends at the
Charles H. Wright Museum
of African American His-
tory. The entire loop has 20
stops and is about 17 miles
long.

King Solomon Baptist
Church is one of the stop-
ping points which were cho-
sen by a 14-person board
that looked at sites in a
concentrated area of the
city that was conducive to
a bike tour.

Most of the sites were
associated with the period
of the 1950-1970s and the
growth of the Black Power
movement.

“The places associated
with the struggle for Afri-
can American civil rights
in the city of Detroit rep-

resent a particularly frag-
ile class of resource,” said
Martha MacFarlane-Faes,
deputy state historic pres-
ervation officer. “It is vital
that we preserve the cul-
tural legacy and story of
these important buildings
and sites.”

A National Park Service
grant funds the program.

The tour is part of a
larger project to iden-
tify and document sites
in Detroit relating to the
20th Century African
American civil rights move-
ment.

Michigan’s State Historic
Preservation Office focuses
on the historic preservation
of culturally or archaeo-
logically significant sites
throughout the state.

It provides technical as-
sistance to local communi-
ties in their efforts to iden-
tify, evaluate, designate,
interpret and protect Mich-
igan’s historic above- and
below-ground resources.

— The Associated Press

STATE

Interactive bike tour to roll
through civil rights sites

STATE BRIEFS

Detroit to upgrade municipal
parking system, add kiosks
DETROIT » Upgrades are planned for Detroit’s munici-
pal parking system. More than 500 parking kiosks will
be updated and another 300 new kiosks will be added,
the city said.

The kiosks will go into existing parking zones and
fill in gaps along city blocks.

Pending City Council approval, the system will in-
clude an upgraded ParkDetroit mobile app that will al-
low users to search by events to find the closest and most
cost-effective parking, and reserve parking in down-
town garages ahead of time.

The upgraded system will be able to send text mes-
sages that alert users of their expiring parking session.

“An efficient, comprehensive parking and mobility
system helps solve congestion issues and drives eco-
nomic activity, as residents and visitors find it easier
to engage in all that we have to offer as a city through
a streamlined, state-of-the-art experience,” said Keith
Hutchings, municipal parking director.

Dog, cat adoptions increase
amid coronavirus pandemic
LANSING » Animal shelters and rescue groups around
Michigan’s state capital have seen a big spike in adop-
tions since March as people have increasingly turned
to the companionship of furry friends during the
coronavirus pandemic.

Staff at the Ingham County Animal Shelter say
they have “barely been able to keep dogs on the adop-
tion floor” since they all have been getting adopted
so quickly, spokesperson Katlyn Turner told the Lan-
sing State Journal.

Saved by Zade, a Lansing-based nonprofit cat res-
cue has also seen a tremendous increase in adop-
tions and fosters since the pandemic began. In Au-
gust, the group had 146 adoptions, compared with
60 in August of last year.

While the increase in adoptions is a good thing,
Kirbay Preuss, general manager of Preuss Pets, cau-
tions people to think beyond the pandemic before
adopting.

Ex-Michigan deputy faces December
sentencing after making plea deal
MENOMINEE » A former sheriff’s deputy accused in the
sexual assault of a teenage boy in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula has pleaded guilty to a lesser charge.

Brian W. Helfert of Menominee pleaded guilty in
court Friday to attempted accosting for immoral pur-
poses, which carries a penalty of up to two years. The
57-year-old was initially charged with two counts of
criminal sexual conduct with a sentence of up to 15
years in prison. The trial was originally expected to
start later this month, according to The (Escanaba)
Daily Press.

Under the plea deal, he can’t face more than six
months in county jail. His sentencing on the new
charges is Dec. 4.

He also acknowledged “inappropriate” statements
made to the teenage victim who he knew through his
assignment as a Menominee County juvenile crime in-
vestigator and school resource officer.

Catholic Church names chapel
dedicated to Fatima a shrine
RIVERVIEW » A Detroit-area chapel dedicated to the
Virgin Mary and her appearance to children in Eu-
rope in 1917 has been declared a local Roman Cath-
olic shrine.

The designation recognizes the popularity and sig-
nificance of the Our Lady of Fatima Chapel in River-
view, Archbishop Allen Vigneron said.

More than a century ago, three shepherd children
said Mary appeared to them in Fatima, Portugal, and
told them secrets that included the end of World War
I and the start of World War II.

Many doubters became believers after the so-called
“Miracle of the Sun.” Tens of thousands of people
flocked to Fatima and saw what witnesses reported
was a vision of the sun spinning in the sky and zig-
zagging toward Earth.

The suburban Detroit chapel offers at least three
Masses a month and other Catholic devotions.

— Compiled by The Associated Press
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Lakeview schools staff member tests positive for 

COVID-19  

By Karen Bota | on October 17, 2020  

LAKEVIEW — Lakeview Community Schools has its first case of COVID-19 after a staff member tested positive, 

according to a letter sent to students’ parents and guardians Wednesday by Superintendent Kelly Nielsen. 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department is investigating the situation and working with the school district to 

identify those who had close contact with the individual, Nielsen wrote in the letter. There has been no student 

exposure, she added.  

Lakeview is following Emergency Order MCL 333.2253 for reporting confirmed and probable cases in schools, 

Nielsen told the Daily News.  

When the district learned of a confirmed COVID case, Nielsen and her staff began to work in conjunction with the 

health department to identify possible close contacts, none of which were students, she said.  

“School districts have many employees. Most work directly with students, but some do not,” she said.  

Nielsen declined to say where the employee works for confidentiality reasons and “for the respect of the individual’s 

privacy.” 

Lakeview is continuing to follow the health and safety protocols that are part of the district’s COVID Preparedness 

and Return Plan, according to Nielsen. School staff will continue to clean and disinfect per the protocol, as well as 

deep clean the affected areas where the exposure occurred. 

Marcus Cheatham, health officer with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department, said schools have detailed plans 

for how to handle potential exposures, which they wrote with advice from the Medical Director, Jennifer Morse.  

“The plans call for them to provide detailed information to our nurses during the investigation and these 

determinations (about possible exposure) are made together with them,” Cheatham said. “I do not have any reason to 

doubt that safe procedures were followed at Lakeview.” 

The health department covers 17 school districts, and there are hundreds of cases of potential exposure to COVID-19 

every week, according to Cheatham.  

“These are handled by highly skilled communicable disease nurses,” he said. 

 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/kbota/
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Greenville varsity football game Friday canceled due to 

COVID-19 exposure  

‘Time will tell’ regarding in Oct. 30 playoff game 

By Cory Smith | on October 19, 2020  

GREENVILLE — Greenville High School’s upcoming varsity football game Friday evening against Grand Rapids 

Christian has been canceled due to a “COVID-19 exposure.” 

 

Greenville assistant coach Mitch Oliver holds up a play sheet while seniors Cody Krause (11) and Grant Thwaites (8) 

look on during a practice held earlier this season. — DN file photo 

According to Greenville Public Schools (GPS) Athletic Director Brian Zdanowski, the cancellation announced 

Monday morning was made out of “an abundance of caution” and is a direct result of a coronavirus exposure “within 

the varsity football program” at Greenville High School. 

Zdanowski said information on the status of future games will be released at a later date. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/csmith/


 

Greenville (0-5) was scheduled to play Grand Rapids Christian (2-3) at home at 7 p.m. from Legacy Field in 

Greenville for its final game of the coronavirus-shortened regular season. 

GPS Superintendent Linda Van Houten said in a statement Monday that the cancellation comes as the school district 

learned of several new, but unrelated positive coronavirus cases within the school district, with one that specifically 

resulted in the cancellation of the football game. 

Citing privacy concerns, Van Houten could not divulge further into whether it was a student, football staff member or 

other personnel who tested positive. 

“We believe it is in the best interest of our team to ensure they stay safe and follow all recommended guidelines for 

quarantining,” she said. “These continue to be very difficult times and we are navigating them one day at a time. The 

health and safety of students and staff will always be our priority and we will continue to keep (the public) informed 

as we move through the school year.” 

Per the Michigan High School Athletic Association, due to the shortened season, all high school varsity football 

programs are eligible to make the playoffs this year. 

The playoffs are scheduled to begin next week on Oct. 30, but Van Houten said “time will tell” regarding if the team 

will be able to participate following the positive coronavirus case. 

“We are hopeful that we can do that, but we are very cognizant of the situation,” she told the Daily News regarding 

the playoffs. “We are hoping everybody stays healthy. We are hopeful we can be back on that field, but only time will 

tell.” 

On Oct. 16, Van Houten announced the school district had been informed of four additional, but unrelated 

coronavirus cases throughout the district. 

Those cases involved a staff member and student at Greenville Middle School, a student at Greenville High School 

and a student at Baldwin Heights Elementary School. 

“The Mid-Michigan District Health Department is investigating the situations and are working with the schools to 

identify the close contacts that will need to stay home in quarantine,” Van Houten said in a statement. “Each building 

(school) impacted will also send a general letter to all parents in that building just informing them of the case in their 

child’s building. Only the students that get the specific letter that identifies them as a close contact will need to 

quarantine.” 

On Monday, the school confirmed one additional case of a staff member or student — a Greenville Middle School 

student — resulting in seven positive cases of the coronavirus of students or staff during the 2020-2021 school year 

thus far. 

None of the cases have been confirmed to be related and no outbreaks of the virus have been reported by the district. 

No school buildings have been closed to date and no other sports have had to cancel activities. 

Van Houten said some additional positive cases outside of students and staff, of individuals who are not school staff 

or students but are third-party employees, have been reported, but she couldn’t specify how many at this time citing 

privacy concerns. 

“We’re just taking an abundance of caution to ensure the safety of our kids and our community,” she said. “We’re just 

making these decisions in the best interest of everybody.” 



 

Van Houten said the school has reported zero “school-associated” cases so far this year. 

A school-associated case would mean an individual contracted the coronavirus as a result of being in a school 

building. 

“All of our cases are coming from outside contacts,” Van Houten said. “That means they likely got it in the home or 

went to an outside event and got it from there. The good news is we don’t have a widespread amount of cases or an 

outbreak — we don’t have an outbreak — it’s not kids or staff spreading it to other kids or staff — every one of our 

cases has been an isolated situation.” 

While GPS averages about 3,600 students and 400 staff each year, this year more than 700 students have opted to 

attend the school district on a strictly virtual basis. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) the virus that causes COVID-19 is spread most 

commonly from person to person, through respiratory droplets made when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or 

talks. 

It spreads easiest when people are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet for at least 15 minutes). 

People can also get COVID-19 by having direct physical contact with someone that is infected, like touching, 

hugging, or kissing, as well as sharing eating or drinking utensils. 

It may also be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and 

then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes. 

Once infected, illness begins within 2 to 14 days. 

Van Houten said she is confident that despite the uptick in cases, as long as the community continues to practice 

proper social distancing techniques, schools will remain open. 
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