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Health Department to host a COVID-19 testing and flu vaccination clinic Ithaca, Stanton, St. Johns- The Mid-
Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) is hosting a free drivethrough COVID-19 testing and flu
vaccination clinic on November 17 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Gratiot Integrated Health Network, located at
608 Wright Avenue in Alma.

 Anyone over the age of 18 (sorry, no minors) will be able to be tested for COVID-19 during the one-day event.
People in highrisk roles are highly encouraged to get tested.
Important information to be aware of regarding the COVID-19 test:

 – The COVID-19 tests will be free-of-charge.
 – The test will be available to anyone over the age of 18, even if they have no symptoms.

 – No appointment is needed.
 – No screening is needed.

 – A doctor’s order is not needed.
 – Please bring a form of ID (a state or country issued ID or paperwork with your name and address (bill, mail or

paystub).
 – Please bring your insurance card(s).

 – This is a drive-through clinic. Everyone will stay in their cars.
 – Antibody testing will not be available.

The influenza vaccine (standard flu shot, the high-dose flu shot for those 65 and older, and preservative-free
options) will also be available. The health department bills many insurances and participates with the Vaccines
for Children (VFC) program and Medicare Part B, which will cover the entire cost for seniors. Those without
insurance will be billed a small administrative fee for the flu vaccine, based on income. No one will be turned
away because of an inability to pay.
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A Tribute to Life.
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Age 93, of Riverdale, formerly of Alma, passed 
away Monday, November 16, 2020 at his daugh-
ter’s home with family by his side. A Funeral Mass 
will be held Wednesday, November 18, 2020 at 11 
am at Nativity of the Lord Parish, St. Louis with 
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BENAVIDEZ, FRANCISCO 

Age 82, of Alma, passed 
away Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17, 2020 at the 
Mid-Michigan Medical 
Center in Alma. Larry 
was born November 
29, 1937, in Alma, the 
son of Dan and Veda 
(Davis) Mott. He grad-
uated from Alma High 
School with the class 
of 1955. Larry mar-
ried Patricia Ann Bruet 
on January 7, 1997. 
He enjoyed travelling 
and has been to 47 of 
the 50 states and has 

watched the Lions in 28 different stadiums; losing 
most of those games. Larry worked and managed 
Larry’s IGA Store in Alma for 38 years, owned and 
operated Stewart’s Grocery Store, started working 
in the grocery business at age 14 and worked for 
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nancial advisor for Edward Jones Investment and 
was currently a realtor for New Horizons Realty. 
He has been awarded Big Brother of the year, hon-
ored as the Top President in the district for the Li-
ons Club and Zone Chairman for 4 years, received 
the Tartan Award from the Chamber of Commerce 
in 2012, “Heart of the Lion” award from the Lions 
Club, a “Million Dollar Producer” for New Horizon 
Realty and was voted worlds best Grandpa from a 
2017 survey of his grandchildren. Larry was very 
involved with the community; serving in his 13th 
year as City Commissioner for Alma, served with 
the Fire Department for 37 year, coached Little 
League Baseball, Deacon & Elder at East Superior 
Christian Church and Forest Hill Church of Christ, 
President of Habitat for Humanity for 8 years build-
ing 7 houses during that time, serving in his 38th 
year on the Salvation Army Board, serving in his 
24th year with the Lions Club, Knights of Colum-
bus, Rotary Club Member, involved with the Alma 
Chamber of Commerce for 13 years, served as the 
Chairman for the Middle of the Mitten Chamber of 
Commerce in St Louis, Executive Committee and 
volunteer with Toys for Tots for 17 years, served 
as a Big Brother for Big Brothers and Big Sisters 
of Gratiot County and served as Santa for over 30 
years in Alma, St Louis and the surrounding ar-
eas. He is survived by children Debbie Mott, Chris 
(Mike) Cooley, Dan (Mindy) Mott, Larry Lee Mott, 
Lori (Todd) Ortiz and Marci (Shawn) Hubbard, Kim 
(Vincent) Baltierra, Penny (Rob) Martin, Kelly (Todd) 
Bennett, 34 grandchildren, 52 great grandchildren, 
3 great great grandchildren, special companion 
Sharon Pierce and sister Dorlene (Larry) Collins. 
Larry was preceded in death by his parents, wife 
and brother Roger Davis. With Covid related re-
strictions and the amount of love Larry has in this 
community, the family is having a processional line 
up at Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home starting at 
1:30 pm on Saturday, November 21, 2020. Every-
one will then be able to drive together through the 
cemetery to pay their respects to Larry’s open cas-
ket viewing and his family. We are asking everyone 
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als may be made to the Salvation Army, Habitat for 
Humanity, Lions Club or the Forest Hill Church of 
Christ. Arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of the Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home, Alma. 
To view Larry’s obituary or to leave a condolence for 
the family please visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com.

MOTT, LARRY DEAN 

people,” fellow city com-
missioner Roger Allman 
said. “It’s heartbreaking. 
He was a great guy who 
was known and loved by 
everyone.

“We served together 
many years ago on the 
Salvation Army Advisory 
Board. That was the kind 
of thing he cared about. 
He loved doing things for 
other people.”

Mott had just recently 
been reelected to another 
term on the city commis-
sion, where he had served 
for 13 years. He received 
the most votes of the five 
candidates running for the 
four available seats.

He had recently been 
hospitalized but that did 
not stop him from his city 
commission duties.

“The last time I spoke to 
him was last Tuesday,” All-
man said. “He was attend-
ing our commission meet-
ing virtually from the hos-
pital. At that point in time 
he was in good spirits. It 
was well known that he 
was Santa Claus and he 
told us he would be back 
for our (city) Christmas cel-
ebration this year.

“He was a wonderful guy 
and will be sorely missed.”

According to Alma City 
Manager Matt Schooley, 

Mott’s passing will “leave 
a hole in the city commis-
sion that cannot be filled.”

“Larry was pretty much 
the heart and sole of the 
people,” he said. “In the 30 
years since I’ve been here 
he always had time for ev-
eryone. He was involved 
in every charity and will-
ing to step up where he was 
needed.

“There are very few peo-
ple in a community like 
him. He had an impact on 
everyone no matter what 
their socio-economic back-
ground was.”

Mott spent 38 years as 
manager of Larry’s IGA 
in Alma. He was also 
owner of Stewart’s Gro-
cery store. He also worked 
for Gordon Food Service 
and as a financial advisor  
for Edward Jones Invest-
ment.

But seven years ago, at 
the age of 75, he began a 
new career as a real estate 
agent at New Horizons Re-
alty Inc. in Alma.

Coworker Tish Mallory 
remembers him fondly.

“I knew him a long 
time,” she said. “I went to 
school with some of his 
kids. He was involved in so 
many things. I hope Alma 
does something to honor 
him. He gave everything 
he could to the community. 
He’s done so much to help 
other people.”

She now has a daily re-
minder of Mott every time 

she goes to work.
“I have to pass his desk 

to get to mine,” Mallory 
said. “It’s going to be dif-
ficult for awhile.

“He was a loving, caring 
man and I’m going to miss 
him dearly. He’s a real-life 
Santa Claus. I can’t say 
enough good things about 
him.”

Mott was a past recip-
ient of the Alma Order of 
the Tartan Award, which 
is given annually to honor 
a person for their commu-
nity service, as well as be-
ing named Big Brother of 
Year by Big Brothers Big 
Sisters.

He was also a member 
of the Alma Fire Depart-
ment for 37 years, along 
with other civic organiza-
tions, including the Alma-
St. Louis Rotary Club, 
Knights of Columbus, Gra-
tiot Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Toys for Tots and 
Clinton-Gratiot Habitat for 
Humanity.

“The news of Larry had 
me feeling empty,” Habi-
tat Executive Director L. 
Quinn Lincoln-Keon said. 
“Larry was Mr. Habitat. 
We both shared a love and 
history with Habitat that 
not many can say. I have 
been an executive director 
for over 20 years and Larry 
has been involved even lon-
ger.

“He was here at the be-
ginning of Habitat in Gra-
tiot County. He was part of 

every build serving in ev-
ery capacity from board 
member to pounding nails 
at the site.”

Although health issues 
did not let him help as 
much as usual, Mott was 
still on hand for the start 
of construction of a new 
Habitat home in Ithaca last 
month, she noted.

“He would not let any-
thing get in his way of 
putting his faith in action 
through Habitat,” Lincoln-
Keon said. “A deep hole 
will be left in our hearts 
and our board. He was 
a big part of helping the 
merger between the Clin-
ton and Gratiot affiliates to 
make one stronger Habitat 
for Humanity. We will all 
miss him dearly.”

Mott is survived by nine 
children, 52 great grand-
children and three great-
great grandchildren.

With COVID-19 related 
restrictions the family 
is having a processional 
lineup at Lux-Moody-Wol-
fel Funeral Home in Alma 
at 1:30 p.m. Saturday. Par-
ticipants will then drive 
to the cemetery to pay 
their respects. Everyone is  
asked to remain in their ve-
hicles.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial gifts can be made 
to the Salvation Army, 
Habitat for Humanity, Li-
ons Club or the Forest Hill 
Church of Christ, where 
Mott was a member.

Mott
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night, the last night before 
new restrictions started, 
but that didn’t allieve the 
uncertainty.

“This has put ourselves 
and our employees in a very 
tough position that is out 
of our control,’ he said on 
Facebook.

“There is also no funding 
available as well this time 
around. With that being 
said we had some amazing 
humans come in last night 
and donate $500 in tips to 
our staff at several of our 
locations.”

Hunter said the finan-
cial and morale boost came 
at an opportune time for 
workers again facing un-
certain paychecks.

“This came at a time of 
uncertainty for my staff 
and I know this made 
them feel appreciated and 
thought for,” he said. “My 
employees were so excited 
and this will help them get 
through the next few weeks 
a little easier. It was surreal 
locking the doors again.”

Meanwhile, in Ithaca, 
Mills noted he “lost a lot” 
of revenue during the first 
shutdown that began in 
March and lasted through 
mid-June.

“Our busiest months are 
March, April and May, and 
November and December,” 
he said. “We lost St. Pat-

rick’s Day the first time and 
now we will lose the holi-
days.”

Mills explained that the 
evening before Thanksgiv-
ing is traditionally the big-
gest bar night of the year, 
and that his establishment 
hosts a number of Christ-
mas parties for area busi-
nesses beginning in early 
December.

He currently has six em-
ployees who he will once 
again have to layoff.

Mil ls had a lready 
trimmed back hours at the 
Four7 following the first 
shutdown and is no longer 
open for lunch.

“We couldn’t find peo-
ple to work,” he said. “They 
were making more on un-
employment. We had to 
cutback about 40 hours a 
week.”

Although his establish-
ment tried offering take-
out service during the pre-
vious shutdown, Mills isn’t 

going that route this time.
“We’re not going to do 

that,” he said. “You don’t 
make any money doing it 
after paying two employ-
ees.’

In Mt. Pleasant, however, 
both Holton and Hunter 
are geared up for another 
round of take-out only ser-
vice.

All of Hunter’s proper-
ties except the Wayside, 
which has been closed 
since March, will offer 
beer, wine and cocktails (in 
sealed containers) to go, in 
addition to their food.

Open for take-out are 
The Cabin, Stir, Hunter’s 
Ale House and O’Kellys. 
All are working on spe-
cial menu items that will 
be featured on their Face-
book pages.

All four of Holton’s res-
taurants will have carry-
out, both from the restau-
rants and curbside service, 
going forward.

Summit will have six-
pack sales and growler re-
fills of Mt. Pleasant Brew-
ing Co. beer, and will have 
Thanksgiving dinner pack-
ages. At Mountain Town, 
they plan to add larger 
sized pies of the restau-
rant’s new pizza menu to 
go along with growler fill 
specials. Camille’s will have 
daily family specials. Alma 
has growler and six-pack 
deals.

All four of Jim Holton’s 
restaurants will have 
carry-out, both from the 
restaurants and curbside 
service, going forward. He 
owns Summit Smokehouse, 
3068 Jen’s Way, just west of 
Mt. Pleasant; Alma Brew-
ing Company, 208 E. Su-
perior St., in Alma; and 
Mountain Town Station 
and Camille’s Prime, both 
at 506 W. Broadway, just  
west of downtown Mt. 
Pleasant.

Summit will have six-
pack sales and growler re-
fills of Mt. Pleasant Brew-
ing Co. beer, and will have 
Thanksgiving dinner pack-
ages. At Mountain Town, 
they plan to add larger 
sized pies of the restau-
rant’s new pizza menu to 
go along with growler fill 
specials. Camille’s will have 
daily family specials. Alma 
has growler and six-pack 
deals.

Holton said his four res-
taurants will have their 
online menus updated by 
Wednesday. 

Takeout
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Seven more people 
across mid-Michigan have 
died from COVID-19, in-
cluding one in Gratiot, as 
of Wednesday afternoon.

The Gratiot death was a 
man who was in his 80s, 
said Leslie Kinnee, spokes-
woman for Mid-Michigan 
District Health Depart-
ment. 

In its daily update of 
cases and deaths, the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices reported 23 deaths 
in Gratiot County. That 
was two more than Tues-
day’s 21 deaths.

Kinnee said there might 
have been another death, 
but that the health depart-
ment hadn’t seen it for 
confirmation.

In addition to the new 
death, Gratiot saw its cu-
mulative total of con-
firmed cases increase  
by 16 to 1,087 on Wednes-
day.

None of the remaining 
deaths were in either Clare 
County, which has 22; or 
Isabella, which has 17.

Another 33 cases were 
repor ted in Isabella 

County, however, bring-
ing its cumulative total 
to 1,737. Another 18 cases 
were reported in Clare 
County, bringing its cu-
mulative total to 502.

The remaining eight 
deaths were spread around 
in the other four counties 
of mid-Michigan. They, 
and their new cases, were 
as follows:

• Four more deaths in 
Montcalm County for a 

total of 21, and an addi-
tional 24 confirmed cases  
for a cumulative total of 
1,258;

• One more death in 
Gladwin County for a to-
tal of seven, and an addi-
tional 21 confirmed cases 
for a cumulative total of 
477;

• One more death in 
Midland County for a to-
tal of 19, and an additional 
82 confirmed cases for a 

cumulative total of 2,049; 
and,

• Another nine con-
firmed cases in Mecosta 
County for a cumulative 
total of 943, with seven 
deaths that remained un-
changed from Tuesday.

Statewide, another 5,772 
confirmed cases were re-
ported for a cumulative 
total of 277,806, and an-
other 62 deaths for a total 
of 8,190.

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Gratiot death among seven in region
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Perhaps Larry Mott’s best — and most important — 
role was playing Santa Claus for area children during 
the Christmas holiday season. Mott, a longtime city 
commissioner, has died at age 83.

(Ryan) Mills explained 
that the evening before 
Thanksgiving is traditionally 
the biggest bar night of 
the year, and that his 
establishment hosts a 
number of Christmas parties 
for area businesses beginning 
in early December. He 
currently has six employees 
who he will once again have 
to layoff.
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By Emma Selmon 
Herald News Editor 
Gratiot County gained more COVID-19 cases in this past week than in the first seven months of the 
pandemic combined. 
 That’s more new cases in just seven days than in all of March, April, May, June, July, August and 
September put together. 
Gratiot saw 291 new COVID-19 cases from Tuesday, Nov. 10 to Tuesday, Nov. 17. For comparison, the 
county had seen a total of 272 cumulative cases as of Tuesday, Oct. 6. 
The county’s current cumulative confirmed case count has hit 1,071, and the death toll is up to 21 with the 
passing of a 90-year-old man this week, according to the Mid-Michigan District Health Department 
(MMDHD). 
With Gratiot once again shattering its own record for the most new COVID cases gained in a single week, 
its neighbors are on par — or worse. Montcalm saw 272 new cases identified this week, and three more 
residents passed away. In Clinton County, 484 more individuals were diagnosed. 
There were 392 more cases in Isabella County, one more death — 540 more in Midland County, four more 
deaths. And in Saginaw County, one week brought 1,156 new COVID-19 cases and 17 more deaths. 
The number of cases that mid Michigan is seeing is “just ridiculous,” said MMDHD Health Officer Marcus 
Cheatham in a press conference last week. COVID-19 is spreading “very, very rapidly,” and the pandemic 
is once again becoming “like it was in the spring”: COVID-19 is a leading daily cause of death, getting close 
to the likes of cancer and heart disease, he said. 
But unlike the spring, when the worst of the pandemic was concentrated in the southeastern portion of the 
state, cases are now on the rise everywhere, Cheatham said. 
“Rural areas, in many cases, actually have worse COVID than the urban areas do, so it’s everywhere… it’s 
increasing exponentially,” he said. 
On the current trajectory of cases — and they “don’t see any breaks coming” — Michigan as a whole could 
be soon looking at “having a death a day for every county in the state,” which would be upwards of 80 
deaths each day, he said. 
With the holiday season coming up, and as people become weary of pandemic precautions, Cheatham 
cautions against any sort of in-person gatherings. Unsafe gatherings where people from different 
households are inside, unmasked and not distancing are “the one thing” that is driving the pandemic, and 
public health is worried that holiday gatherings will trigger disastrous COVID-19 spread. 
“This is not the time to gather,” he said. “The answer this holiday season is no.” 
The MMDHD is feeling the strain with the surge of COVID-19 cases. Cheatham said that they are so 
“overwhelmed” that they are not able to provide the services they’ve promised. 
The MMDHD is supposed to return within 24 hours 100 percent of the calls they receive, Cheatham said. 
Currently, they’re able to return just 25 percent of calls within that timeframe. 
That means that already, the MMDHD is “no longer investigating every case” of COVID-19. They’re 
prioritizing their responses to focus on vulnerable populations, schools and large outbreaks. But other 
calls might not be returned in a timely fashion — and if they investigate a case after the individual has 
“already gone through their infectious period,” they “essentially didn’t investigate the case.” 
“We’re at the point where we have to talk honestly: it’s not working, and that’s where we already are at,” he 
said. “Now imagine it’s twice as bad, which is where we’re headed.” 
The healthcare system is feeling the strain as well. Locally, MidMichigan Health is seeing that same 
exponential increase in inpatient COVID-19 cases, said Marita Hattem-Schiffman, president of 
MidMichigan Health – Central Region. 
At the peak of the pandemic in March and April, the entire MidMichigan Health System — which includes 
hospital locations in Alpena, Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, Midland, Mt. Pleasant and West Branch — had no 
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more than 20 COVID-19 inpatient cases at any given time. 
On Friday morning, that number was 85. 
“It is easily four times what we saw in the springtime,” Hattem-Schiffman said. “That’s a dramatic 
increase.” 
Within the system, the Midland hospital is seeing the highest number of COVID-19 cases, while Gratiot is 
a close second. They’ve been using their “bed surge” plans: intensive care patients are overflowing into the 
progressive care unit, the progressive care patients are overflowing into acute care. 
The way things are headed, Hattem-Schiffman worries that demand could exceed the hospital’s resources. 
“If we stay on the trajectory that we’re on — and there’s no reason to believe that these numbers are not 
going to just continue to increase — we are going to hit a tipping point, and we’re very, very concerned 
about that,” she said. 
Hattem-Schiffman said that at the moment, the hospital has enough personal protective equipment. The 
resource she’s most worried about, however, is people. 
As of Friday, 66 staff members were off of work due to the 14-day quarantine for a COVID-19 exposure, 
which is “making a big dent in [their] ability to staff.” And while Hattem-Schiffman is “truly inspired” by 
her employees for going above and beyond to continue patient care, she said it’s vital for the community to 
“protect our healthcare workers” so that resources are not stressed to the point that services are affected. 
Cheatham agrees that it’s critical to keep the front line doctors and nurses protected. 
“Just looking at the bed numbers and not taking the impact on staff into account is really missing the 
point in terms of how much these systems can handle,” he said. 
An overwhelmed hospital system will affect more than just patients with severe COVID-19, Cheatham 
warned. A hospital flooded with patients and strapped for resources can’t provide the same level of care, 
and deaths on all fronts — not just from COVID, but from injuries, heart disease, diabetes and everything 
else — would increase. 
That being said, the number of COVID patients in hospital beds, or even the percentage of COVID patients 
dying from the disease, is not the metric by which to gauge the impact of a pandemic, Cheatham said. 
One of the biggest impacts is simply the volume of sick and infectious people. Whether they’re deathly ill 
or just infectious without symptoms, individuals with COVID-19 must quarantine and can’t go to school or 
work, which is has an enormous impact on daily life and the local economy, Cheatham said. 
These quarantines are “really, really important” to slow the spread of COVID-19 — without this 
intervention, the pandemic would be much worse, he said. 
Cheatham and Hattem-Schiffman both agree that it is important for businesses and schools to stay open 
for the economy, but in order to make that happen, everyone needs to commit to COVID-19 safety 
protocols like masking and social distancing. These measures will reduce the spread of COVID-19 and will 
allow life to be as “normal” as possible until a vaccine is widely available. 
Cheatham said that the “evidence is crystal clear” that masking and distancing greatly reduces the risk of 
spreading COVID. 
“These public health interventions are really, really important in getting us back to normal,” he said. 
And Hattem-Schiffman pointed out that “COVID doesn’t care” about politics, and it’s going to continue to 
spread regardless of people’s feelings about masks. She views safety measures like masking and distancing 
as a “human responsibility” to take care of one another. 
“Unfortunately with this virus, it’s not a personal choice because you’re going to give it to others… You 
don’t have a right to make that choice for everybody else around you,” she said. 
In addition to taking these precautions in public places, Hattem-Schiffman and Cheatham agree that it is 
vital for people to avoid gatherings with individuals outside of their pandemic bubble. Cheatham said that 
this year is “a time for family Christmas,” and that traveling or large family gatherings should be avoided, 
though it is difficult to forgo these holiday traditions. 
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Healthcare workers understand the difficulty of not being able to gather for the holidays. Hattem-
Schiffman pointed out that on top of responding to the pandemic, they’re “all making the same sacrifices 
[they’re] asking everybody else to make.” 
As Thanksgiving and the December holidays approach, she wants to remind the public that “we are all in 
this together” — and that “we are all equally responsibly to do our part.” 
“We really need people to resist the temptation to get together,” she said. “The odds are just so high that 
there will be transmission as a result of that, so we’ve just got to beg people not to do it.” 
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Nangonhs Massey, the de-
voted mother of a toddler, 
loved art and music and 
took an active role in the cul-
ture and environmental con-
cerns of her Native Ameri-
can heritage, family mem-
bers said in her obituary.

“Nangonhs was very ar-
tistic, loved listening to mu-
sic, and creating music and 
sharing her music online,” 
her family recalled.

“She was a true and faith-

ful friend to many, a good 
listener and counselor. Nan-
gonhs was lighthearted, 
very humorous and loved to 
make people laugh.”

Besides dancing in pow-
wows, she was dedicated to 
issues like water preserva-
tion.

“Nangonhs had a special 
love for the care of Mother 
Earth,” her family said. “She 
was a ‘Water Protector’ and 
dedicated to the preserva-
tion of life-giving water and 
the care of Michigan’s natu-
ral water sources.”

Na n g on h s  G i a n n a 
Massey, of Mt. Pleasant, 
died Monday at a Midland 
hospital after being stabbed 
in the early-morning hours 
that day at Oak Street Vil-
lage Apartments in Mt. 
Pleasant.

She was 21 years old.

Police said 
Massey was 
k i l led  by 
Kaden Eliza-
beth Gilbert, 
a 20-year-
old Shepherd 
woman, who 
stabbed her 
in the thigh 
with a folding pocket knife, 
severing her femoral artery.

Eyewitnesses told police 
that Gilbert came to the 
apartment about 2:30 a.m. 
and stabbed both Massey 
and a 22-year-old man — 
who remains hospitalized 
in stable condition — with 
the knife she had concealed 
in the sleeve of a sweater she 
wore.

Gilbert’s arrival and de-
parture, and an obstructed 
view of the attacks, were re-
corded by security cameras 

outside the apartment, Mt. 
Pleasant police have said.

Gilbert, facing charges 
that include murder and fe-
lonious assault, has been 
transferred from Isabella 
County to the Bay County 
Jail, which is closer to the 
federal courthouse where 
she will face the charges 
because both of her victims 
were Native American and 
the attacks happened within 
the Isabella Indian Reserva-
tion.

Meanwhile, a traditional 
graveside service for Massey 
will be held at 11 a.m. Sun-
day at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 3192 Indian Road, 
Brutus, Mich. Visitation will 
be held Saturday beginning 
at noon.

Nangonhs was a member 
of Little Traverse Bay Bands 

MT.PLEASANT

Stabbing victim remembered for her love of art, music

SARAH WRIGHT — THE MORNING SUN

Volunteer Will Wright helps organize the food at the “Fill a Mayflower” event.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The “Fill A Mayflower” food drive at 
Ric’s Food Center in Mt. Pleasant saw 
multiple food and monetary donations 
from members of the community.

The event is annually hosted by 
MY1043 & 92.3FM/AM 830 WMMI 
radio, The United Way of Gratiot & Is-
abella Counties, and I-Ride, and aims 
to fill a moving truck from Sowle May-
flower by collecting non-perishable 
food items and cash donations from 
the community so it can be donated 
to 6 local food pantries. The event oc-
curred Friday, Nov. 20, from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

“It’s been going pretty good here,” 
Annie Sanders, President of United 
Way of Isabella & Gratiot coun-
ties, said. “We’ve had more peo-
ple donating money than food items 
and there’s been a steady stream of  
people.”

Last year, the event received over 
10,000 food items making it the big-
gest donation amount for the Food 
Drive.

“We’re hoping to get the same level 
and are very optimistic,” Sanders said.

In order to cover COVID-19 safety 
procedures, volunteers were required 
to wear face masks and gloves. The 
volunteers also could take food and 
money donations from community 
member’s cars.

“All the local food pantries need 
the donations especially with the pan-
demic going on,” Sanders said. “People 
are more food insecure now and the 
pantries have had lines down the road. 
With the shut down happening, we’re 
making sure the pantries are stocked 
at the end of the day.”

As the food drive continued, a “Cor-
porate Charity Challenge!” was hosted 
where local businesses were chal-
lenged to raise the most non-perish-
ables items and cash for this cause. 

The business who raises the most won 
a CCC Trophy, courtesy of JNR En-
graving in Mt. Pleasant. Over 20 local 
businesses and organizations partici-
pated in this year’s challenge and de-
livered their items and cash through-
out the day.

“It’s bigger than last year and a lot 
more businesses are participating,” 
Operations Manager and Air Person-
ality for WCZY-FM and WMMI-AM/
FM, Shawn Powers said.

Besides that, I-Ride helped out by 
coming to community members’ lo-
cations and picking up non-perish-
able food items and Ric’s Food Cen-
ter also continued their ‘2020 High 5 
Turkey Drive!’ where they donate tur-
keys to local food pantries and fam-
ilies in need when shoppers donate  
cash.

For more information, visit www.
my1043.net, www.923wmmi.
com or www.uwgic.org/mayflower.

MT. PLEASANT

FOOD DRIVE 
FIGHTING HUNGER

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

An Isabella County judge denied an injunction 
requested by an attorney representing a company 
that placed fourth in the city’s recreational mar-
ijuana licensing.

Charles Murphy, arguing on behalf of Pure Re-
leaf, earlier told Judge Eric Janes that the city’s 
marijuana ordinance violated the Dormant Com-
merce Clause in the U.S. Constitution because 
the three-person panel who scored applications 
gave more points to applications from companies 
established with medical marijuana operations.

He said that the city’s actions gave an unfair 
advantage to city residents and deprived his cli-
ent of the opportunity to compete for the lucra-
tive adult marijuana market.

“Haven’t looked at that since law school, I 
think,” Janes said later, as he told the other at-
torneys present how he planned to rule.

It wasn’t the obscure nature of the concept, but 
the late date at which is was presented.

James Homier, representing Mt. Pleasant, said 
that it was the first time that any of them had 
heard Murphy argue that the ordinance violates 
the Constitution.

Murphy’s original complaint doesn’t mention 
the Constitution, but it does allege that the or-

Judge 
says no to 
marijuana 
licensing 
injunction

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

A new COVID-19 death was reported by the 
state in Gratiot County, bringing its total num-
ber to 25. Across mid-Michigan, another 252 con-
firmed cases were reported.

No information was immediately available on 
the person. Leslie Kinnee, spokeswoman for Mid-
Michigan District Health Department, said that 
she hadn’t seen any information about a 25th 
death.

She did have information about two earlier 
deaths reported this week in Gratiot. They both 
involved men in their 70s.

The Michigan Department of Health and Hu-
man Services also reported that Gratiot’s cases 
had increased to 1,489, which would have been 
a one-day increase of 357 confirmed cases. That 
is almost certainly not accurate.

On the other hand, MMDHD reported 1,174 
cumulative cases on Friday, an increase of 42. 
That more closely adheres to the trend of cases 
in Gratiot County.

An additional 52 cases were reported in Isa-
bella County, with a cumulative total of 1,832, 
and 17 deaths.

In Clare County, another 15 cases were re-

MID-MICHIGAN 

Region reports 252 
new virus cases
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By Julie Riddle
The Alpena News via
The Associated Press

The Alpena News
OSSINEKE, MICH. » Every-
one needs to be wanted,
from humans to horses to
a sheep named Special Ed.

On an unpretentious
parcel of land south of Os-
sineke, the Sunrise Animal
Sanctuary offers refuge
and welcome for animals
that have been abused, ne-
glected, or cast out of their
homes.

It is also a place where
people battling addiction
can feel like they are val-
ued and needed, despite
their scars.

Snorts, grunts, and
friendly nickers mix with
the woody smells of ani-
mal feed and mulch at the
sanctuary — a farm where
30-some horses, handfuls
of goats, sheep, chickens,
pigs, cows, and ducks, and a
donkey named Jack seem to
adore the people who care
for them, The Alpena News
reports.

Many of the sanctuary’s
workers are in recovery
from drug or alcohol ad-
diction. Some paid employ-
ees and some volunteers
spend hours upon hours
at the farm, tending to the
animals, fixing fences, and
kissing soft noses.

Like many of the farm’s
residents, Big John — a gi-
ant, gentle Belgian draft
horse who begs for nose
rubs — was once unwanted,
saved from a kill pen by Jes-
sica Glenn-Beatty and Jason
Beatty, who run the sanctu-
ary.

He understands being
unwanted, said Jordan Pu-
rol, as he and volunteer An-
gela Verville gave a tour of
the farm last week.

Purol has been em-
ployed at the sanctuary
for a month. After a dozen
years in recovery and many
years of employers turning
him down, the job offers
him a chance to build the
better life he wants to have,
he said.

“It feels good to finally
feel respected,” Purol said.
“I’m not used to that.”

Verville, a volunteer at
the sanctuary for the past
year, knows she’d be in a
very dark place if it weren’t
for the farm.

She’s been sober about

five months, Verville said,
and addiction is a daily
struggle.

But, as she scoops food
and mucks out stalls, she
doesn’t think about using.

“When I have a bad day,
I come here,” Verville said.
“It helps me release that
bad day.”

Fenced fields stretch be-
hind a large barn full of
slanting sunlight, where
an arena offers space for
the equine-assisted therapy
and therapeutic riding pro-
grams offered by the sanc-
tuary.

The animals who live
there haven’t had an easy
life, and the humans who
care for them understand
what that’s like.

Big John has the run of
the field, along with sev-
eral dozen other rescued
horses. Some came to the
farm starving or injured,
with a club foot or lame.

Boo, a white horse blind
in both eyes, gets picked on
by the other horses.

The thin, shy outsider is
her favorite, Verville said, as
Boo nuzzled her shoulder.

London and Paris, two
horses raised together, had
to be separated because of
fighting.

“But you guys will be
back together again, I’m
sure,” Verville reassured
Paris, who, she said, misses
her adopted brother.

A blind cow named Ray,
turning a red and non-see-

ing eye toward his visitors,
has a gentle nature under
his angry look.

Ray walked in circles
when he first got to the
sanctuary. Now, he has a
cow friend — because a
friend can help you see, Pu-
rol said.

Several rotund pigs ga-
lumphed through several
inches of mud, deceptive pig
smiles on their upturned
snouts. A pig pen is danger-
ous, Verville said, warning
that pigs will eat anything,
including humans who hold
still for too long.

A wooly tripping hazard,
Ed the sheep stuck close to
the humans as they toured
the farm, appearing unex-
pectedly behind them or
colliding with their hips.

A new addition to the
sanctuary, Ed the sheep reg-
ularly bumps into fences,
trees, and people. They call
him Special Ed, and they
adore him, Verville said.

Rescued animals stretch
in all directions at the
farm — a grumpy turkey

who attacks legs but still
gets loved, a gang of six de-
voted chickens who go ev-
erywhere together, Jack the
donkey who was brought
inside for comfort after his
friend died.

Many of them are free-
roaming during the day and
could leave if they wished.

They don’t, though.
For those who have ex-

perienced being unwanted,
a sanctuary is a good place
to be.

The sanctuary is always
in need of volunteers to
groom and feed and care for
the animals, and it’s open
to visitors who just want to
spend a few peaceful min-
utes with animals who are
happy to see them.

Verville hopes more peo-
ple in recovery will find
their way to the sanctuary,
where, whatever their past
or present, they are needed,
valued, and understood.

“It really is like a big
family here,” Purol said. “It
makes you almost feel nor-
mal again.”

Sanctuary gives respite for wounded animals, people

PHOTOS BY JULIE RIDDLE — THE ALPENA NEWS VIA AP

Jordan Purol and Angela Verville feed a mare and her foal at the Sunrise Animal Sanctuary
near Ossineke, Mich. The sanctuary offers refuge and welcome for animals that have been
abused, neglected, or cast out of their homes and is also a place where people battling
addiction can feel like they are valued and needed, despite their scars.

A mini pig enjoys a snack offered by Jordan Purol, an
employee at the Sunrise Animal Sanctuary near Ossineke,
Mich.

STATE

ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 534, with 22 deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, new cases were re-
ported as follows:

• In Midland County,
another 56 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 2,154, with 21 deaths;

• In Montcalm County,
another 45 cases were re-

ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,352, with 21 deaths;

• In Gladwin County,
another 31 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative
total of 530, with seven
deaths; and,

• In Mecosta County, an-
other 11 cases were reported
for a cumulative total of
973, with seven deaths.

Statewide, another 9,779
cases were reported for a
cumulative total of 295,177,
and another 53 deaths for a
total of 8,377.

Cases
FROM PAGE 1

of Odawa Indians and also
a descendent of Grand Tra-
verse Band and the Burt
Lake Band.

Sur v ivors include
her son Miigwan Ezra
Sprague; parents Mien-

gun and Melissa Pamp
(Massey); sisters Mnookmi
Massey and Waaskonye
Pamp; brothers Miengun,
Wahsnoday and Niigik
Pamp, and Archie Kiogima
IV; father Travis Stue-
bing; grandparents David
Massey Sr., Rita and Chico
Gonzalez, Kathryn Gene-
reaux, and Lori McSawby,
among others.

Massey
FROM PAGE 1

the Constitution, but it
does allege that the ordi-
nance violated the Mich-
igan Regulation and Tax-
ation of Marihuana Act.
It also accused the three-
person panel used by the
city — City Planner Jacob
Kain, ex-City Clerk Jer-
emy Howard and Direc-
tor of Public Safety Paul

Lauria — of using their
own criteria in awarding
points.

Homier said that the
city not only properly fol-
lowed the law but went
above and beyond in
terms of transparency.

Pure Releaf placed
fourth in a competition to
award three recreational
marijuana licenses. Two
of those went to Lume,
a company based out of
Troy, and one went to
House of Fire, of Bay City.

Judge
FROM PAGE 1

BOSTON » Fashion designer Mossimo Giannulli reported
to prison on Thursday to begin serving his five-month
sentence for bribing his daughters’ way into college, of-
ficials said.

Giannulli’s wife, “Full House” actor Lori Loughlin, is
already behind bars for her role in the college admis-
sions bribery scheme involving prominent parents and
elite schools across the country. She began her two-month
prison term late last month.

Giannulli, 57, whose Mossimo clothing had long been
a Target brand until recently, is in custody at a federal
prison in Lompoc near Santa Barbara, California, a Bu-
reau of Prisons spokesperson said. Loughlin, 56, is at the
federal lockup in Dublin, California.

— The Associated Press

CALIFORNIA

Giannulli reports to prison
in college bribery case

LONDON » Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip will
celebrate their 73rd wedding anniversary Friday, and for
the occasion the royal couple have released a photograph of
themselves opening a card from three of their great-grand-
children. The photo made public shows Britain’s longest-
reigning monarch and her husband seated on a sofa at Wind-
sor Castle, examining the card made by the children of their
grandson Prince William and his wife, the Duchess of Cam-
bridge. The card features a pop-up number 73. Elizabeth was
only 21 when she married Royal Navy Lt. Philip Mountbat-
ten at Westminster Abbey on November 20, 1947. She has
been queen since 1952, ruling longer than any other Brit-
ish monarch.

— The Associated Press

UNITED KINGDOM

Queen, husband celebrate 73rd anniversary

NEW YORK » The U.S. decline in cigarette smoking could
be stalling while the adult vaping rate appears to be ris-
ing, according to a government report released Thursday.

About 14% of U.S adults were cigarette smokers last
year, the third year in a row the annual survey found that
rate. But health officials said a change in the methodology
make it hard to compare that to the same 14% reported
for 2017 and 2018. The adult smoking rate last saw a sub-
stantial drop in 2017, when it fell from 16% the year before.

The new figures from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention mean there are more than 34 million adult
smokers in the U.S.

Meanwhile, about 4.5% of adults were counted as cur-
rent e-cigarette users last year — about 11 million people.

That rate appears to be up from 3.2% in 2018 and 2.8%
in 2017. But again, officials said that comparing 2019 with
earlier years is difficult because of the survey change.

— The Associated Press

NATION

US adult smoking rate level, vaping rate higher

ALEXANDRIA, VA. » A Nebraska pharmacist and a Mary-
land drug dealer could each face a decade or more in
prison when they are sentenced for a convoluted plot to
firebomb a competing pharmacy so they could divert more
prescription narcotics to the black market.

William Burgamy, of Hanover, Maryland, and Hyrum
Wilson of Auburn, Nebraska, each pleaded guilty to their
respective roles in the conspiracy earlier this year in fed-
eral court in Virginia.

Federal agents arrested Burgamy in April and charged
him with running a website on the internet black market
called NeverPressedRx that sold hundreds of thousands
dollars’ worth of illicit drugs.

— The Associated Press

VIRGINIA

Pair convicted in fire bomb plot to be sentenced

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA » Australian Defense Minister Linda
Reynolds said Friday that she was “physically ill” after read-
ing a military report into war crimes that found evidence
that elite Australian troops unlawfully killed 39 Afghans.

“I was like every other Australian who watched that; I
was totally and utterly shocked and mortified,” she told a
business conference in Perth. “I got the report two weeks
ago and it made me physically ill.”

Australian Defence Force Chief Gen. Angus Campbell on
Thursday said the report included alleged instances in which
new Special Air Service patrol members would shoot a pris-
oner in order to achieve their first kill in a practice known
as “blooding.”

— The Associated Press

AUSTRALIA

Minister says war crimes report made her ‘ill’

The world’s richest economies could reach a consensus
soon to increase International Monetary Fund resources
in what could be a landmark agreement to help developing
countries that has faced opposition from the U.S. Saudi Fi-
nance Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan said the kingdom is
pushing for consensus within the Group of 20 leading econo-
mies to back fresh resources to the global lender. Saudi Ara-
bia will host the G-20 leaders in a virtual summit this week-
end. The Trump administration earlier this year blocked
a proposed $500 billion issuance to increase the IMF’s re-
serve assets criticizing the plan for not targeting poor coun-
tries. The U.S. is the largest shareholder of the fund and has
veto power over any increase. The election of Democrat Joe
Biden to succeed President Donald Trump has raised hopes
that the world’s largest economy will back a new issuance
like it did during the 2009 global financial crisis when he
was vice president. Biden is expected to take office on Jan.
20 despite Trump’s efforts to challenge the election results.

— Bloomberg

WORLD

Saudi minister: G-20 near
deal to boost IMF arsenal

NATION+WORLD BRIEFS

BOSTON» A long-lost trove
of Bob Dylan documents
including the singer-song-
writer’s musings about
anti-Semitism and unpub-
lished song lyrics has sold
at auction for $495,000.

Boston-based R.R. Auc-
tion said Friday the collec-
tion privately held by the
late American blues artist
Tony Glover, a longtime
Dylan friend and confi-
dante, was sold Thursday
to a bidder whose identity
was not made public.

The collection included
transcripts of Glover’s 1971
interviews with Dylan and
letters the pair exchanged.
The interviews reveal
that Dylan had anti-Sem-
itism on his mind when
he changed his name
from Robert Zimmer-
man, and that he wrote
“Lay Lady Lay” for Barbra
Streisand.

Dylan, 79, was close with
Glover, who died last year.
The two men broke into
music in the same Minne-
apolis coffeehouse scene.

Glover’s widow, Cynthia
Nadler, put the documents
up for auction online.

The reclusive Dylan
won the Nobel Prize in lit-
erature in 2016 after giv-
ing the world “Blowin’ in
the Wind,” “Like a Rolling
Stone,” “The Times They
Are a-Changin’” and other
anthems of the turbulent
1960s.

Included in the auc-
tioned items were lyrics
Dylan penned after vis-
iting folk legend Woody
Guthrie in May 1962. The
lines, never made public
until last month, read:

“My eyes are cracked
I think I been framed /
I can’t seem to remem-
ber the sound of my name
/ What did he teach you
I heard someone shout /
Did he teach you to wheel
& wind yourself out / Did
he teach you to reveal, re-
spect, and repent the blues
/ No Jack he taught me
how to sleep in my shoes.”

— The Associated Press

Bob Dylan papers,
including unpublished
lyrics, sell for $495K

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

Musician Bob Dylan performs with The Band at the
Forum in Los Angeles on Feb. 15, 1974.
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Drive-thru diligence  

Health officials encourage social distancing, COVID-19 testing as positivity rates, cases continue to increase locally  

By Cory Smith | on November 23, 2020  

STANTON — As positive cases of COVID-19 continue to be reported at a higher-than-desired rate locally and 

throughout the state, the view of a long line of cars at a free testing event Friday was a welcome sight to health 

officials.  

 

In addition to free COVID-19 tests, those who participated in Friday’s drive-thru testing event held by the Mid-

Michigan District Health Department at the Montcalm Care Network in Stanton were also able to receive a flu shot, 

courtesy of the Health Department. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

With vehicles coming and going at a drive-thru event held by the Mid-Michigan District Health Department 

(MMDHD) at the Montcalm Care Network in the heart of Montcalm County, MMDHD Emergency Preparedness 

Coordinator Hailey Brewer was encouraged by the number of people who chose to receive a test.  

https://thedailynews.cc/author/csmith/
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/loc-1123-cs-COVID-testing-6.jpg
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From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Brewer said a fairly steady amount of vehicles came through. In addition to free COVID-19 

tests, the drive-thru event also offered the flu vaccine, which Brewer said was equally as important.  

“We wanted to make sure people had these opportunities, to be tested and get their flu shot,” she said. “Because it’s 

flu season, we want everyone to get their flu shot. We don’t want the hospitals to be filled with people who have the 

flu.” 

In recent weeks, the state has witnessed a surge in positive COVID-19 cases, as well as an increase in the percentage 

rate of positive tests.  

Using the metric of a one-week average, from Nov. 14 through Nov. 20, the Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services (MDHHS) reported an average statewide positivity rate of 13.06% with 62,246 positive tests 

reported during that period. By comparison, in that same timeframe, Montcalm County reported an average positivity 

rate of 10.88% with 307 positive tests reported.  

The increase for Montcalm County is significant, as from when the first positive case was reported on March 6, it 

took until Sept. 16 — 194 days (28 weeks) — until the county reached a cumulative total of 307 positive tests.  

With 1,389 positive cases to date and 21 related deaths reported in Montcalm County (population of 63,342), there’s 

no evidence yet suggesting that the spread of the virus is slowing down locally, but rather the opposite.  

 

A nurse with LTS Health Mobile Testing Lab performs a COVID-19 test of an individual at Friday’s free drive-thru 

testing event held by the Mid-Michigan District Health Department at the Montcalm Care Network in Stanton. — DN 

Photo | Cory Smith 

At local hospitals, occupancy rates are now cresting 80% — a nearly five-fold increase since Oct. 1.  

According to the MDHHS, on Oct. 1, there were 693 people hospitalized with coronavirus statewide.  

As of Nov. 19, that number was 3,782 — a 546% over seven weeks.  

At Spectrum Health United Hospital in Greenville, which reports a total of 88 hospital beds, the MDHHS is reporting 

that as of Nov. 19, the hospital currently had 16 COVID-19 patients — three of them in intensive care — with overall 

bed occupancy, including non-coronavirus patients, at 82%.  

https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/loc-1123-cs-COVID-testing-2.jpg
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The good news is that in terms of personal protection equipment (PPE) such as N-95 masks, surgical masks, gowns, 

exam gloves and eye protection, United Hospital reports greater than 30 days worth of supplies for all categories.  

At Sparrow Carson City Hospital in Carson City, which reports a total of 48 hospital beds, the MDHSS reported the 

hospital with four COVID-19 patients with none in intensive care and bed occupancy at 83%. Sparrow Carson also 

reported greater than 30 days worth of supplies for all PPE categories.  

Spectrum Health Kelsey Hospital in Lakeview, which reports a total of 43 hospital beds, does not admit patients with 

COVID-19 symptoms and the MDHHS listed the hospital at 0% occupancy. Kelsey also reported greater than 30 days 

worth of supplies for all PPE categories.  

Sheridan Community Hospital in Sheridan, which reports a total of 22 hospital beds, has zero COVID-19 patients but 

the MDHSS reported occupancy at 80%. Sheridan only reported greater than 30 days worth of PPE supplies for N-95 

masks, with 15 to 30 days worth of supplies for gowns and seven to 14 days worth of supplies for surgical masks, 

exam gloves and eye protection.  

Those results are in line 

with most hospitals in West Michigan, as Spectrum Health President & Chief Executive Officer Tina Freese Decker 

said in a statement last week. According to Decker, of the thousands of tests conducted at Spectrum’s 14 hospitals, 

more than 18% of people tested for COVID-19 are testing positive. Hospitalizations have quadrupled within the 

hospital network in the last four weeks and are now five times higher than the previous COVID-19 peak in the spring. 

“People are coming to us very, very sick,” Freese Decker said. “One in 10 patients hospitalized with COVID-19 are 

dying. This virus is affecting all groups, young and old, across all populations.” 

Decker added that because hospitals throughout the state and nation are experiencing the surge at the same time, there 

is very limited opportunity to share staff and transfer patients. 

“Our teams of doctors, nurses, caregivers and support staff are working tirelessly to do everything possible to battle 

this virus, but we cannot do it without your help,” she said. “Wear a mask — they do protect you and others. Wash 

your hands often. Stay socially distant. Avoid all gatherings. I know this is hard, but the sacrifices you are making 

now truly will save lives.” 

https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/loc-1123-cs-COVID-testing-3.jpg
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Sean Nash, a director of quality control and safety with LTS Health Mobile Testing Lab, which worked in 

coordination with the state-contracted Washington state-based Honu Management Group to perform the testing at 

Friday’s drive-thru event, continue to stress the importance of getting a COVID-19 test.  

“The steady flow of cars coming is always great, seeing people getting in to get their preventative testing,” Nash said. 

“Especially with the holidays coming up, it’s going to be a huge deal, being tested. Going through the holidays, 

getting tested before they go back to work after being around family, that’s important, so it’s promising seeing more 

people getting tested. The numbers have been going up and we’ve been getting a lot more people who have been 

participating in testing, so the numbers have been creeping up in a lot of different areas.”  

Friday’s drive-thru event was the second such event hosted by the MMDHD in Montcalm County this year, and while 

hospitals and other testing sites are beginning to run low on testing supplies, Brewer said no one was turned away.  

“A lot of people are aware that cases are rising very quickly in the state of Michigan,” she said. “Here in Montcalm 

County, Gratiot County and Clinton County, we’re no different. Cases are rising across the board and hospitals and 

health systems are kind of scaling back their testing because of not having enough testing supplies. A lot of 

asymptomatic people can’t be tested anymore, so holding these clinics, it gives anyone the opportunity — we will test 

anyone and everybody that wants to be tested. Some might be ill, some might not be, but at the end of the day, we 

don’t care, as long as people are getting tested and being safe.” 

Brewer encouraged all Michiganders to continue practicing social distancing, especially with Thanksgiving coming 

up.  

“To try and stop the spread we really need people to socially distance and not gather,” she said. “We are 

recommending that people stay home, follow the Pause to Save Lives order from the MDHHS, with only two 

households communicating and spending time together. 

“You shouldn’t be having everybody together. That’s a potential for a very bad outcome, if someone were to become 

ill,” she said. “Our recommendation is to not gather, to instead stay at home as much as possible and limit your 

contact with other individuals. It’s sad because it’s Thanksgiving and everybody wants to gather, but we’ve got to 

protect those at-risk individuals and make sure we are doing our due diligence for them.”  
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By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

The Leslie C. McLean VFW 
Post #1454 in Alma has sponsored 
the national “Voice of Democracy” 
contest for local high school stu-
dents for 73 years.”

Even in 2020, a year that has 
been ravaged by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the event took place, 
although without the normal ban-
quets and award presentations.

The contest, which is open to 
all ninth through 12th graders, 
consists of writing and record-
ing a three- to five minute- essay 
on a specific theme.

“The teachers help us out and 
there’s a different topic every 
year,” said Doug Yarnell, who has 
been organizing the contest for 
the post for the past several years. 
“Some do it as part of a class as-
signment or offer extra credit.”

The topic in 2020 was “Is This 
the Country the Founders Envi-

GRATIOT COUNTY

Alma VFW 
names ‘Voice 
of Democracy’ 
contest winners

3 deaths in 
Gratiot brings 
its toll to 28

PHOTOS BY ERIC BAERREN — THE MORNING SUN

A line forms for the drive-thru at the second Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen to open at 807 S. Mission St. in Mt. Pleasant. The three-week 
pause on in-house dining pushed most of the restaurant’s lunchtime patrons outside, where they were queued by traffic cones. The 
restaurant opened at 10 a.m. 

The opening of the second Popeye’s restaurant to locate on  S. Mission 
St. was marked by celebratory balloons, like this one billowing gently in 
Monday’s chilly northern breeze.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

What was once Popeye’s is Popeye’s once again.
The second iteration of Popeye’s Louisiana Kitchen at 

807 S. Mission St., in Mt. Pleasant, opened at 10 a.m. Mon-
day morning, with balloons to commemorate the occasion 
and traffic cones to direct customers through the drive-
thru.

For Jorge Cabrera, Popeye’s district manager, opening 
during a pandemic added extra challenges.

“It’s a big difference,” he said by phone Monday. The big-
gest are limits to the number of people who can be inside. 
A normal grand opening has lobbies full; on Monday, the 
maximum limit for takeout was five.

One thing they didn’t have trouble with was finding em-
ployees, he said.

“We got quite a lot of applicants,” he said.
A Popeye’s first operated at the corner of Mission and 

High streets from 2014-2017, when it closed seemingly out-
of-the-blue, with a sign in the door announcing the closure.

The location was a vacant lot after a fire razed the Main 
Lounge, which stood for decades.

After the restaurant closed, the Midland-based chain 
Tiki Pineapple, opened in 2019.

Tiki Pineapple never really took off, plagued by com-
plaints of poor quality and poor customer service. 

One of its owners was also accused of mishandling com-
pany funds.

It closed with every other restaurant for the COVID-19 
pandemic’s April-May shutdown, but never reopened. 

The property was sold, paving the way for Popeye’s 2.0.

LINING UP FOR CHICKEN

By David Eggert, Zeke Miller 
and Colleen Long
The Associated Press

LANSING » Michigan election offi-
cials on Monday certified Demo-
crat Joe Biden’s 154,000-vote vic-
tory in the state amid President 
Donald Trump’s brazen attempts 

to subvert the results of the elec-
tion.

The Board of State Canvassers, 
which has two Republicans and 
two Democrats, confirmed the re-

sults on a 3-0 vote with one ab-
stention. Allies of Trump and los-
ing GOP Senate candidate John 
James had urged the panel to de-
lay voting for two weeks to au-
dit votes in heavily Democratic 
Wayne County, home to Detroit.

The move is another setback in 

Michigan certifies Biden win

Popeye’s returns to intersection of High and Mission streets

MT. PLEASANT CORONAVIRUS IN  
MID-MICHIGAN

Isabella’s total moves to 18

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

Three people in Gratiot County 
and one in Isabella County died 
from Friday to Saturday, bringing 
Gratiot’s total COVID deaths to 28 
and Isabella’s back to 18.

A total of seven deaths from 
COVID-19 were reported around 
mid-Michigan over the weekend.

The three latest people in Gra-
tiot including two women, one in 
her 60s and one in her 90s, and 
a man in his 50s, said Leslie Kin-
nee, spokeswoman for Mid-Mich-
igan District Health Department. 
Kinnee also said that two deaths 
reported last week without detail 
involved men in their 70s.

Gratiot’s total number of deaths 
from COVID-19 increased to 28.

As of Monday, Gratiot’s cumu-
lative total of confirmed cases 
stood at 1,258. On Friday, while 
the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services re-
ported 1,489, MMDHD reported 
1,174. Monday, MMDHD reported 
1,259 cases. 

Isabella County’s 18th death 
UPDATE » PAGE 2
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Action comes despite Trump’s GOP overtures

ELECTION 2020

Joscha 
Weese, 

left, stands 
outside 

the Capitol 
building 

during a rally 
in Lansing 

Nov. 14. 
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Last year, two. This year, 
four. That is how many dif-
ferent gift boxes are being 
offered this season by the 
Mt Pleasant Rotary Club.

“We found too many 
wonderful items this year,” 
said Paul Siers, chair of 
the project. “We couldn’t 
fit them into just two dif-
ferent size boxes. This year 
we have twenty-four unique 
items from fourteen small 
businesses in the “Heart of 
Michigan”.

All the boxes have retail 
values higher than what 
Rotary charges in this fun-
draiser.

The Deluxe box sells for 
$35. There are two different 
boxes—the Cozy A box and 
Cozy B box—each selling for 
$25. The Cozy B contains a 
Michigan ornament. Lastly, 
the Mini “Heart of Michi-
gan” box sells for $15.

While this is a fund-
raiser for the Mt Pleasant 
Club, last year additionally 
over $11,000 went back to 
the small businesses in the 
“Heart of Michigan.”

For more complete infor-
mation and ordering forms, 
contact any Mt Pleasant Ro-
tarian or go to the club’s 
website: mprotary.com. If 
you still have questions, 
contact Rotarian Paul Siers 
at 989-4235633 or paulsiers.
yahoo.com.

MT. PLEASANT

This Deluxe Gift Box for $35 is among four being offered 
by the Mt. Pleasant Rotary Club. It includes Maple Syrup, 
Ugly Agnes Wild Autumnberry Preserves, Love that Soap, 
Floating Beeswax Candle, Maple Pancake Mix, Original 
greeting Card, Hand-Painted Wooden Holiday Ornament, 
Gourmet popcorn.

was announced by the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services 
on Saturday. It involved a 
elderly man with underly-
ing health conditions who 
was hospitalized, said Steve 
Hall, Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department 
health officer.

The county’s death toll 
had previously hit 18, but 
that was corrected to 17.

Another 133 cases were 

reported in Isabella County 
from Friday to Monday for 
a cumulative total of 1,965.

The four deaths come as 
cases increase across the 
region and new outbreaks 
are being reported at area 
nursing homes. The Isa-
bella death was not associ-
ated with a nursing home 
outbreak, Hall said.

No new nursing home 
deaths have occurred in 
Gratiot County, according 
to state records, but a new 
outbreak at The Laurels of 
Fulton has infected 18 res-
idents and 12 staff.

In Clare County, another 

46 cases were reported be-
tween Friday and Monday 
for a cumulative total of 
580, with 22 deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, new deaths were re-
ported in three counties. 
They, and cumulative case 
numbers are as follows:

• One person died in Mid-
land County, bringing its 
total to 22, and confirmed 
cases increased by 143 since 
Friday, bringing its cumula-
tive total to 2,297;

• One person died in 
Montcalm County, bring-
ing its total to 22, and con-
firmed cases increased by 

164 since Friday, bringing 
its cumulative total to 1,516;

• One person died in 
Gladwin County, bringing 
its total to eight, and con-
firmed cases increased by 
48 since Friday, bringing its 
cumulative total to 578; and,

• In Mecosta County, an-
other 72 cases were reported 
since Friday, bringing its cu-
mulative total to 1,045, with 
seven deaths.

Statewide, another 12,011 
cases were reported across 
the weekend for a cumula-
tive total of 314,216, with an-
other 65 deaths reported for 
a total of 8,543.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

sioned.”
The post had a total of 

67 entries with four win-
ners chosen.

Those were seniors 
Anna Castillo, the daugh-
ter of Esteban Cas-
tillo Jr. and Ginger Wet-
zel; brothers Daniel and 
Adam Dixon, the sons of 
Nick and Sheryle Dixon; 
and junior Lucy Keeton, 
the daughter of Tim and 
Kirsten Keeton.

All will receive a cash 
prize and plaque from the 
post and their essays will 
move on to the next round 
of competition at the dis-
trict level.

“We have about 30 posts 
in District 9,” Yarnell said. 
“They give out about five 
places but only the district 
winner moves on to com-
plete at the state level.”

Three years ago the 
Alma VFW Post had one 
of its contestants, Karen 
Winn, win the district con-
test and place third at the 
state level, he added.

“She ended up winning 
about $5,000 in (college) 
scholarships,” Yarnell said.

The state winner ad-
vances to the national 
competition with a chance 

to win a $30,000 college 
scholarship.

At the local level teach-
ers choose 10 or 11 finalists 
to submit to the post.

“We have a committee 
that listens to the record-
ings,” Yarnell explained. 
“The kids don’t include 
their names so we don’t 
know who they are.”

After being part of the 
contest for the past several 
years he’s been impressed 
by what the younger gen-
eration has to say.

“I listen to them think-
ing ‘we’re in pretty good 
hands,’” Yarnell said. “The 
kids put a lot of thought 
into their essays. You can 
hear their passion.”

The district winner will 
be announced next month 
and the state winner in 
February.

The national VFW calls 
the Voice of Democracy 
contest its “premier schol-
arship program.” Each 
year about 57,000 students 
nationwide take part for a 
chance to win a share of 
the $2 million in scholar-
ships and incentives of-
fered .

For more details go 
to VFW.org and click on 
Voice of Democracy. 

Recordings of past state 
and national essay win-
ners are also available on-
line.

VFW
FROM PAGE 1

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

age 91, of Lawton, for-
merly of Mt. Pleasant, 
passed away Saturday, 
November 21, 2020, at 
Bronson LakeView Hos-
pital in Paw Paw. A Pri-
vate Graveside Service 
will take place at Me-
morial Gardens Cem-
etery in Mt. Pleasant 
next to her husband.  In 
9!&* 2% 12$&-,/ 7&72-
rial donations may be 
made to the Mt. Pleas-
ant First Church of the 
Nazarene, 1980 S. Lin-
coln Rd., Mt. Pleasant, 

MI 48858.  Envelopes are also available at Clark 
Family Funeral Chapel. June was born to Earl and 
Doris (Taylor) Anderson in Mount Pleasant on April 
28, 1929.  June attended Mt. Pleasant High School 
and graduated in 1947. She married Arthur Wayne 
Knopp in 1948 and was married for 48 years be-
fore he preceded her in death in 1996.  June was 
a member of the Mt. Pleasant First Church of the 
Nazarene since 1958 and taught Sunday School 
and was on the church board for many years.  
June worked as a volunteer for the Salvation Army, 
Commission on Aging and the I.C.D.C Thrift Shop.  
8*5& 9!(&' !5 6.$+25/ 3!)"!#.5 %2- +"& 0.,+ 4(& 
years of her life at White Oaks Assisted Living Re-
tirement Community. June is survived by two chil-
dren, Kay (Jon) Topinka of Rochester Hills, Terry 
Knopp of Paw Paw; grandchildren, Erik (Kristine), 
Aaron (Ola) and Allyssa Topinka of Rochester Hills 
and Krista Knopp of Fichers, IN; Ryan Knopp, 
Sheree (Josh) Vandenberg of Paw Paw; great-
grandchildren Aspen Vandenberg of Paw Paw, and 
Trestyn Mayberry of Fichers, IN., Mya and Avery 
Topinka of Waterford; brothers, Loren (Denise) An-
derson of Mt. Pleasant, John (Joanne) Anderson of 
Edmore; sister-in-law Linda Anderson of Weidman; 
and many nieces and nephews also survive. June 
was preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Arthur; brothers, and Don and Lee Anderson. You 
may view June’s obituary online and send a con-
dolence the family at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

KNOPP, CHARLOTTE “JUNE” 

age 83, of Alma, passed 
away Friday, Novem-
ber 20, 2020, at his 
home, surrounded by 
his family. There will 
be no services at this 
time.  Cremation has 
taken place and inter-
ment of ashes will be in 
Riverside Cemetery in 
Alma.  Memorial con-
tributions may be made 
Alma United Methodist 
Church or Alma Elks 
Lodge #1400. Jerry was 
born October 7, 1937, 
in Pontiac, Michigan, 

the son of Donald and Gladys (Stanley) Wolven.  He 
graduated from Ithaca High School with the class 
of 1955.  Jerry married Ardis Davison on Novem-
ber 23, 1957, in Alma.  He loved carpentry work 
and volunteering.  Jerry was a member of the Lions 
Club, Past Exalted Ruler of Alma Elks Lodge #1400, 
Past President of National Machine Dealer Associ-
ation, Past President of Gleaners, Past Vice Pres-
ident of Jaycees, Alma United Methodist Church 
board member, and was involved in Gratiot County 
Barbershoppers. Jerry is survived by his wife Ar-
dis Wolven; his sons Kirk (Carol) Wolven of Mid-
land, Keith (Elizabeth) Wolven of Saginaw, Brian 
(Melissa) Wolven of Alma; 9 grandchildren; and 6 
great-grandchildren. Jerry was preceded in death 
by his parents; brother Ron; sister Lorraine; and 
infant twin brothers. You may view Jerry’s obituary 
online and send a condolence to the family at www.
clarkfuneralchapel.com

WOLVEN, GERALD LEE 

MAIER SR., THOMAS C
Age 73 of Weidman passed away  Sat., Nov. 21, 
2020. Maier Family Funeral Home and Burkholder 
Funeral Home www.maierfuneralhome.com

Rotary offers ‘Heart of Michigan’ gift boxes

Trump’s efforts to use un-
conventional means to un-
dermine the results of the 
Nov. 3 election and comes 
even after he made direct 
overtures to Republican 
officials in the state by in-
viting them to the White 
House last week.

Under Michigan law, 
Biden claims all 16 electoral 
votes. Biden won by 2.8 per-
centage points — a larger 
margin than in other states 
where Trump is contesting 
the results like Georgia, Ar-
izona, Wisconsin and Penn-
sylvania.

Some Trump allies had 
expressed hope that state 
lawmakers could inter-
vene in selecting Republi-
can electors in states that 
do not certify. That long-
shot bid is no longer possi-
ble in Michigan.

Trump’s efforts to stave 
off the inevitable — for-
mal recognition of his de-
feat — faced increasingly 
stiff resistance from the 
courts and fellow Republi-
cans with just three weeks 
to go until the Electoral 
College meets to certify 
Biden’s victory. Time and 
again, Trump’s challenges 
and baseless allegations of 
widespread conspiracy and 
fraud have been met with 
rejection as states move for-

ward with confirming their 
results.

Michigan’s Board of State 
Canvassers, which has two 
Republicans and two Dem-
ocrats, certified the results 
despite calls by Trump and 
allies to the GOP members 
to block the vote to allow 
for an audit of ballots in 
heavily Democratic Wayne 
County, home to Detroit, 
where Trump has claimed 
without evidence that he 
was the victim of fraud.

“The board’s duty today 
is very clear,” said Aaron 
Van Langevelde, the Re-
publican vice chair. “We 
have a duty to certify this 
election based on these re-
turns. That is very clear. We 
are limited to these returns. 
I’m not going to argue that 
we’re not.”

Mary Ellen Gurewitz, an 
attorney for the state Dem-
ocratic Party, told the can-
vassers that attacks on the 
election results “are part of 
a racist campaign, directed 
by soon-to-be former Pres-
ident Trump, to dispar-
age the cities in this coun-
try with large Black popu-
lations, including Detroit, 
Philadelphia and Milwau-
kee.”

“It sometimes feels like 
officials are attempting to 
tear up my ballot right in 
front of me by stalling and 
recounting until they find a 
way to change the results,” 
said Wendy Gronbeck, a res-
ident of Douglas. “I’ve been 

a voter for over 50 years, 
and I’ve never had to think 
about whether canvassers 
will certify an election.”

Biden crushed the presi-
dent by more than 330,000 
votes in Wayne County, 
where two local GOP can-
vassers who certified the re-
sults unsuccessfully tried to 
reverse course last week af-
ter being called by Trump. 
Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson, a Democrat, has 
said an audit must wait un-
til after statewide certifi-
cation because only then 
would officials have legal 
access to documentation 
needed to conduct such a 
review. Michigan’s elections 
bureau has recommended 
that the Nov. 3 results be 
certified.

Norm Eisen, a constitu-
tional law expert and for-
mer counsel to the U.S. 
House Judiciary Commit-
tee, said there was no legal 
basis to do anything other 
than certify the election.

“That is the clear man-
date of state law,” he said. 
Eisen dismissed various 
claims for why a delay 
might be necessary, includ-
ing the need for an audit or 
time to investigate so-called 
“out of balance” precincts.

“The reasons that they 
have advanced for doing 
anything other than (cer-
tify) is totally spurious. 
They carry no legal or fac-
tual weight whatsoever un-
der the law,” Eisen added.

Trump has tried to defy 
the results of the election 
through the courts, but 
having found no luck there, 
moved on to personally try-
ing to influence local law-
makers to convince them to 
ignore the popular vote and 
appoint Republican elec-
tors, a strategy that would 
send Americans into the 
streets in protest, election 
law experts have said.

Some Trump allies have 
expressed hope that state 
lawmakers could inter-
vene in selecting Republi-
can electors in states that 
do not certify, as the presi-
dent and his attorneys have 
pushed baseless allegations 
of fraud that have been re-
peatedly rejected in court-
rooms across the country. 
Trump met with top Mich-
igan GOP legislators at the 
White House on Friday and 
tweeted over the weekend: 
“We will show massive and 
unprecedented fraud!”

Had the board delayed 
a vote or opposed certifi-
cation, a lawsuit was ex-
pected. Legal experts have 
said the canvassers’ role is 
limited and courts would 
order them to confirm the 
results. Under state law, it 
has the narrow responsi-
bilities of reviewing vote 
numbers from Michigan’s 
83 counties and certifying 
them. It does not have the 
power to audit returns or 
investigate complaints of 
irregularities.

Biden
FROM PAGE 1

By Jill Colvin
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » All those 
warnings from public 
health officials begging 
Americans to limit gath-
erings this holiday season 
amid a surge in coronavi-
rus cases aren’t stopping 
the White House from plan-
ning a host of festivities and 
holiday parties in the midst 
of a pandemic.

Monday’s delivery of an 
18-and-a-half-foot tall Fra-
ser fir by horse-drawn car-
riage signaled the kickoff 
of the usual array of White 
House holiday events that 
will include the annual tur-
key pardon and Christmas 
and Hanukkah events.

“Attending the parties 
will be a very personal 
choice,” said Stephanie 
Grisham, first lady Mela-
nia Trump’s spokeswoman 
and chief of staff, referring 
to the plans. “It is a long-
standing tradition for peo-
ple to visit and enjoy the 
cheer and iconic décor of 
the annual White House 
Christmas celebrations.”

The decision to move 
forward with indoor gath-
erings and project a sense 
of normalcy comes as the 
Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, top White 
House advisers and public 
health professionals across 
the nation have been plead-
ing with Americans not to 
travel for Thanksgiving or 
spend the holiday with peo-
ple from outside of their 
households.

As the weather has 
cooled, the virus has been 
spreading out of control, 
with cases and hospitaliza-
tions surging across the na-
tion and more than 250,000 
people dead.

The White House has al-
ready been the site of sev-
eral suspected “super-
spreader” events and doz-

ens of staff — along with the 
president, his wife and two 
of his sons — have been in-
fected, along with a long list 
of campaign aides, other 
advisers and allies in Con-
gress.

Grisham said the White 
House would be taking 
precautions to provide “the 
safest environment possi-
ble” for those who choose 
to attend events. That in-
cludes smaller guest lists, 
requiring masks, encour-
aging social distancing on 
the White House grounds 
and hand sanitizer stations 
placed throughout the State 
Floor.

“Guests will enjoy food 
individually plated by chefs 
at plexiglass-protected food 
stations. All passed bever-
ages will be covered. All ser-
vice staff will wear masks 
and gloves to comply with 
food safety guidelines,” she 
said.

Anthony Fauci, the na-
tion’s top infectious dis-
ease expert, warned once 
again on Monday of the po-
tentially dire consequences 
of gathering this holiday 
season.

“We’re in a very difficult 
situation where the rate of 
infection, the slope of infec-
tions, are really very, very 
steep. So you might want 
to reconsider travel plans,” 
Fauci said in an interview 
with Washington Post Live. 
He added that indoor hol-
iday gatherings “as inno-
cent and wonderful as they 
sound” should be kept to 
a minimal number of peo-
ple, preferably “just mem-
bers of a household” and 
also warned of a potential 
“surge superimposed upon 
a surge” if precautions 
aren’t taken.

Fauci predicted the coun-
try could see “well over” 
300,000 deaths by the end 
of the year “if we don’t we 
turn things around.”

WASHINGTON

ANDREW HARNIK — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

First lady Melania Trump stands next to the 2020 Official 
White House Christmas tree as it is presented on the North 
Portico of the White House Monday.

White House planning holiday parties, despite warnings
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County health departments overwhelmed with COVID 

complaints  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on November 25, 2020  

 

The topic of whether the Mid-Michigan District Health Department has the authority to enforce face mask use at local 

restaurants was debated at the Oct. 28 Board of Health meeting. Pictured are, from top left clockwise, Health Officer 

Marcus Cheatham, Gratiot County Commissioner Chuck Murphy, Environmental Health Director Liz Braddock and 

Montcalm County Commissioner Adam Petersen. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

From the way beer glasses are being refilled to a lack of pandemic signage to an empty picnic table sitting outside of a 

restaurant, health departments in Ionia and Montcalm counties continue to field a host of mostly anonymous (and 

sometimes trivial) COVID-related complaints about restaurants and other businesses — now nine months into the 

ongoing pandemic. 

The Daily News obtained a list of the complaints via a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request from the Ionia 

County Health Department and the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD). 

“Reusing beer cups for draft beer overflowing beer over the spout inside the dirty glass while touching the cup 

directly to the tap itself,” an Oct. 3 complaint stated about the Friars & Grill Bowling Alley in Ionia. 

“The glasses were being touched to the spout on the beer tap and beer was filling over the spout in each glass, 

contaminating the beer tap and each glass it touches,” an Oct. 4 complaint stated. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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Other recent complaints have included: 

• An Oct. 9 complaint that there were no COVID-related signs posted at McKenna’s Village Restaurant in Lakeview. 

• An Oct. 27 complaint about an employee doing an oil change without wearing a face mask at Ed Koehn in 

Greenville. 

• A Nov. 3 complaint alleging not enough social distancing at the Sidney Tavern during a televised Michigan State 

University vs. University of Michigan game. 

• A Nov. 9 complaint alleging up to eight people were sitting at a table at the Winter Inn in Greenville and that no one 

was writing down customer names and phone numbers. 

While the MMDHD requires names of complainants regarding most topics — such as food or septic issues — an 

exception has been made regarding COVID-related complaints, which may now be made anonymously. The Ionia 

County Health Department typically doesn’t take anonymous complaints either, but they do sometimes now on a case 

by case basis. 

A team of about 10 people each are taking COVID-related calls from the general public on behalf of both county 

health departments. The MMDHD COVID hotline operators took calls all day long on Veterans Day and they will 

likely work the Friday after Thanksgiving as well. 

“We weren’t set up for this,” MMDHD Environmental Health Director Liz Braddock told the Daily News. “The 

volume of calls we’re getting is just huge right now.” 

Some of the complaints seem frivolous (like a caller this past May who wanted to report that there was a picnic table 

— empty — stationed outside of Cross Roads Diner in Stanton). Many of the complaints aren’t even within the local 

health department’s jurisdiction but fall under state department responsibility instead. 

Grocery stores and dollar stores are under the jurisdiction of the Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural 

Development (MDARD), manufacturing facilities (such as factories) are under the jurisdiction of the Michigan 

Occupational Safety & Health Administration (MIOSHA) and alcohol-related complaints are handled by the 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

However, local health departments field calls regarding all those facilities and more, as the chain of command is not 

common knowledge to public of the public (visit michigan.gov/coronavirus for a list of which state departments 

handle specific COVID-related complaints). 

Ionia County Health Officer Ken Bowen said his health department has received a few allegations about employers 

requiring employees to work while sick. Those complaints get forwarded to MIOSHA. 

“Most of them are mask complaints,” said Bowen of the calls and emails he is receiving about local businesses. “I 

don’t consider that to be trivial, but they aren’t as critical as, for example, an employer requiring people to work while 

sick.” 

Braddock emphasized to the Daily News that the MMDHD is not issuing fines to businesses for alleged COVID-

related violations. 

“MIOSHA may issue fines, the Liquor Control Commission may issue fines, but we don’t issue fines right now 

during this part of the pandemic, we just issue warning letters,” she noted. “This (the state health department order) is 

http://michigan.gov/coronavirus
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very different than the governor’s executive orders (from earlier this year). We still continue to enforce public health 

code and the food code and the Michigan Food Law.” 

LOCAL RESTAURANTS REFERRED TO STATE 

While most local restaurants have been complying with state orders, county health departments have had repeated 

communications with several facilities, all of which ended up forwarded to state agencies without the county health 

departments taking any further action. 

The MMDHD received three complaints in July and September about Catch 120 Grill in Reynolds Township just 

north of Howard City alleging a lack of masks on employees and customers (including some employees allegedly 

cutting part of their own masks), a lack of social distancing at the bar, all tables being open (instead of reduced to 

50%) and condiments being available to everyone. The MMDHD forwarded the complaints to the Michigan Liquor 

Control Commission (which did not return messages seeking comment from the Daily News). 

Catch 120 Grill closed entirely on Nov. 18 for the time being in response to the state health department’s no indoor 

dining order. 

“The numbers are just too low to do pickup delivery and curbside,” stated a post on the restaurant’s Facebook page. 

“Hopefully it’s just for the 3 weeks and she doesn’t have it extended. We will get through this together.” 

Rusty’s Amble Inn on M-46 in Winfield Township (just five miles east of Catch 120 Grill) was inspected by 

MMDHD Environmental Health Specialist Eric Deford after the health department received several complaints this 

summer. 

“Amble Bar will not stop people coming in to bar per executive order as long as they are making money,” Deford 

wrote in his Aug. 13 report. “This facility has been reported to MIOSHA by myself and if nothing is done by them to 

write a fine no compliance will be done. This is currently the fourth COVID complaint for the facility, along with a 

site visit and a phone interview by Environmental Health Director Liz Braddock. No concern for safety of the public 

at Rusty’s Amble Inn. Best enforcement for a facility like this would be not allowing facility to operate until all 

executive orders are done completely and everything is back to normal.” 

MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham wrote a “public health warning letter” on Aug. 27 to Amble Inn owner 

Russell “Rusty” Smith stating that the health department was receiving complaints regarding lack of mask use when 

entering the facility and no provisions in place for social distancing. Cheatham wrote that Smith was ordered to 

ensure that all customers entering the facility were wearing masks, that all employees were wearing masks, 

maintaining social distancing of at least six feet between tables and at the bar area and reducing indoor seating 

capacity by 50%. Cheatham cc’d his letter to MIOSHA and the Liquor License Commission. 

The Amble Inn closed entirely Nov. 18 for the time being due to the state’s no indoor dining order. 

“We will update as we find more out,” stated a post on the Amble Inn Facebook page. “We will not be open for take-

out either. Thank you for your support … we will miss you all!” 

The Ionia County Health Department received three complaints this past summer that staff at the Subway in Ionia 

were not wearing masks while preparing or serving food or completing transitions with customers in June and August. 

The health department wrote an Aug. 4 letter warning that Subway would be referred to the Michigan Attorney 

General’s Office, MIOSHA and the Ionia County Prosecutor’s Office if the problems persisted. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

Bowen said the restaurant complied and the county health department didn’t take any further action and no state 

agencies got involved. 

Braddock said the overwhelming majority of Montcalm County businesses have been complying with state orders — 

whether those be the governor’s executive orders, which were found to be unconstitutional, or the new state health 

department order, which took effect last week. 

“Most people are doing the best that they can,” Braddock said. “They do what they need to do. They are working with 

us. I feel that our restaurants know what to do in these events. The restaurants know that we are here working with 

them. We are not so much trying to enforce as we are trying to educate as people and restaurants try to work through 

these very difficult three weeks. 

“Many restaurants have reached out to us and asked for guidance regarding outdoor seating and we have provided it 

based on what the state FAQs say (read the state’s answers to frequently asked questions about how the latest order 

affects restaurants at www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/),” Braddock added. “Some restaurants have chosen to do 

outside dining, some are just doing take-out and some have chosen to close.” 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
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Lakeview bar/restaurant defies state health 

department order  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on November 25, 2020  

 

“We are open for dine in” reads a marquee outside of Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview on Tuesday. The owners of the 

steakhouse are defying a Michigan Department of Health & Human Services order which states that all restaurants 

must close for dine-in services; however, the owners emphasized to the Daily News that their marquee has stated “We 

are open for dine in” since the last restaurant shutdown ended in June and they are unable to update the sign due to a 

computer issue and that they are not trying to flaunt being open. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

LAKEVIEW — That day in mid-March when all Michigan restaurants were ordered to shut down, Dan and Camille 

Schutte had just received an $8,000 food delivery for their restaurant. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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They complied with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s executive order and gave the food away to a local church, as well as to 

the Schuttes’ two dozen employees at Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview at the intersection of M-46 and M-91. 

When Chapz Roadhouse was allowed to reopen for in-person dining in June, the Schuttes ordered another $8,000 

worth of food. Whitmer’s executive order was later found to be unconstitutional by the Michigan Supreme Court in 

October. 

Then the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services order came down last week that all restaurants must 

once again close to in-person dining for three weeks. 

“I’m not doing it again,” Dan declared. “What’s the point? The governor is going to put us out of business. 

“At some point you have to take a stand,” he said. “I intend on following the Constitution. I will take it all the way. I 

will take it to the Supreme Court if I have to. I’m not backing down.” 

And so the Lakeview bar and restaurant remains open for in-person dining. The Schuttes have retained an attorney 

who advised them to continue to comply with CDC guidelines, which they say they have always been doing. A sign 

on the door clearly asks all customers to don a face mask before entering. 

“We’re wearing masks and staying six feet apart,” Camille said. “We’re hand washing and washing down our stuff, 

we’re wiping down our menus, no one touches the same menu twice. We’re at 50% capacity with our tables. We are 

totally complying with everything we can.” 

When Chapz Roadhouse opened for business on New Year’s Eve 2018, it was a long-awaited dream come true for the 

Schuttes. They had purchased the former Spyke’s Bar & Grill in 2016 with big plans for improvements, but those 

plans were delayed after the Schuttes lost their home in a fire that December. Three years later, they had persevered 

and opened the renovated facility. 
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“This is our retirement. We saved up for this. At some point you have to take a stand.” Dan and Camille Schutte 

opened Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview on New Year’s Eve 2018. They plan to stay open for dine-in service despite a 

Michigan Department of Health & Human Services order issued last week. — DN file photo 

“This is our retirement,” Camille said. “We saved up for this. Our livelihood is our business.” 

Camille said unemployment pay is so low, if they laid off their two dozen employees, they would have to go 

elsewhere for other jobs. 

“They cannot survive,” she said. “If we lay them off, they’re going to go elsewhere and then we’re going to forced to 

get all new staff again. Getting experienced, good staff for a restaurant is hard. Our employees respect us as much as 

we respect them and we’re in this together as a family. We’re going to stay open and take care of them.” 

The Schuttes say Lakeview and surrounding communities have been very supportive of their decision to stay open. 

“They are glad that we’re taking a stand,” Dan said. “They are coming two or three times a day to support us. Our 

community has been fantastic. I came in Saturday evening. We were quite busy at 50% capacity.” 

“The employees that are working, the patrons have been so generous,” Camille added. “We’ve had $100 tips, $85 

tips, many $50 tips. They have our back.” 

“We won’t be here if every time she (Whitmer) decides she wants to shut us down, we have to shut down,” Dan said. 

“If I honestly believed that when the governor said three weeks it was three weeks, I probably would have complied 

(with the recent state health department order). But you know that’s not true and I know that’s not true. And I 

honestly don’t believe it has anything to do with health. It’s political. Everybody knows that it’s not going to be a 

three-week ordeal. It’s probably going to last right until the inauguration.” 

Dan also contacted Montcalm County Sheriff Mike Williams to keep him in the loop about the situation. 
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An Alliance Beverage Distributing truck made a delivery to Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview on Tuesday as the 

steakhouse remains open for dine-in service. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

“We’re still taking the stance we always have, we’re focusing on education,” Williams told the Daily News. “As far 

as enforcing it as a criminal matter, I don’t know that we can legally. The (county) prosecutor isn’t going to take these 

matters on the criminal side. It sounds like he’s in a situation where it’s a business that needs to survive and I 

certainly understand that. We’re not going to be involved in it for a number of reasons. I told him it’s not really me 

that you need to worry about.” 

While many in the community are supportive of the Schuttes, others have been complaining to the Mid-Michigan 

District Health Department in Stanton, which accepts anonymous COVID-related complaints and either tries to 

address the issue or forwards the complaints to state agencies (see accompanying story). 

According to Mid-Michigan District Health Department Environmental Health Director Liz Braddock, the health 

department first received a Nov. 19 complaint that Chapz Roadhouse was staying open for dine-in. Braddock said the 

health department contacted the restaurant last week and staff indicated the facility would be providing a to-go menu 

only. 

However, on Monday, the health department received a number of additional complaints from people saying the 

restaurant was open for indoor dining over the weekend. 

“This was confirmed today (Monday) when I spoke to the owner. She stated that she had been open and would stay 

open,” Braddock said. 

Braddock said the next step for the health department will involve an in-person visit at the restaurant, followed by a 

public health order warning letter. 

“If we get continuous complaints, I would talk to the Michigan State Police in Lakeview to see if they would like to 

go there with us for a second interview,” Braddock said. 

Chapz Roadhouse business hours are currently posted as 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 10 

p.m. Friday and Saturday and 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday. The restaurant’s menu and specials are posted on its Facebook 

page daily (search for “Chapz Roadhouse”). 
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‘The Michigan Disease Surveillance System is 

completely overwhelmed’  

Montcalm County health officer shares frustration with state-run system 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on November 27, 2020  

STANTON — The Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS) has been having issues with system stability 

since the beginning of November, according to a letter sent by the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services 

to local health departments. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham explains ongoing problems with the 

Michigan Disease Surveillance System during Wednesday’s Board of Health meeting. The problems with the state-

run system are making a difficult pandemic situation even more difficult for the local health department. — DN Photo 

| Elisabeth Waldon 

Marcus Cheatham, the health officer for the Mid-Michigan District Health Department, voiced his frustration during 

Wednesday’s Board of Health meeting regarding the MDSS, which is supposed to track statewide disease data — a 

crucial component of the state’s epidemiology response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


Page 2 of 5 
 

Cheatham highlighted a portion of the Nov. 19 letter from the state health department which states, “We understand 

and appreciate the frustrations that come with system delays and outages that make a difficult job even more 

difficult.” 

“I think it’s so much more profound than that,” said Cheatham in response to the state’s letter. “It isn’t just that we’re 

frustrated. We’ve been frustrated for a long time. I’ve tried to raise a conversation about what we should do in this 

kind of a situation and it’s really hard. It’s very difficult to try to have that conversation right now. People are trying 

to make that old conversation work. 

“The Michigan Disease Surveillance System is completely overwhelmed,” he summarized. “There’s been a 1,000 

percent increase in the volume of cases going into this system and it is having a lot of functionality problems. I will 

just say candidly, the state has told us that they understand that our contact tracing and case investigation system and 

other systems cannot work under these conditions.” 

Cheatham said the MDSS has worked well for years for state and local health departments, but this year’s pandemic 

has shown the system is not up to its task. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham, at top right, highlights a comment 

reading “We understand and appreciate the frustrations that come with system delays and outages that make a difficult 

job even more difficult” as part of a letter sent by the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services to county 

health departments. “I think it’s so much more profound than that,” Cheatham said during Wednesday’s Board of 

Health meeting. “It isn’t just that we’re frustrated; we’ve been frustrated for a long time.” — DN Photo | Elisabeth 

Waldon 

“I don’t have data to share with you,” he told Board of Health members. “I don’t have the usual charts and graphs 

showing you where things are in mid-Michigan. The data I could show you is simply incomplete and unreliable. This 

is the stage that we’re at in this pandemic. These kinds of breakdowns are happening in a lot of places and it’s not 

clear to the community yet what these breakdowns are.” 

Cheatham shared a graphic that showed contact tracing of COVID-19 cases at the state and local level have been 

plummeting to almost zero in November. 

“Our contact tracing has been dismal,” he said. “All of us have been having to make decisions with incomplete 

information. Businesses are supposed to report cases but we simply lack the capacity to follow up with them. The 
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schools might just have to forge ahead without advice from the health departments. We’ve had to communicate with 

the public and say you cannot expect us to respond just because you’ve had a positive COVID test.” 

For another example, Cheatham noted that Michigan’s website which tracks available hospital beds 

(www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98159-523641–,00.html) shows that Sparrow Hospital’s main campus 

has 10% bed capacity available. 

“That’s just completely inaccurate,” Cheatham declared. “Those beds are empty because they don’t have nurses to 

work those beds so those beds are going to be empty tomorrow and the day after that. Our system is so overwhelmed 

right now. It’s bogged down. 

“People are being confronted with challenges they’ve never had to deal with before,” he said. “It’s so hard to get 

through this sort of fog of war with where we’re really at.” 

  

‘THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE’ 

The Nov. 19 letter from the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services (MDHSS) to local health departments 

was addressed to “MDSS users” and referred any questions to Edward Hartwick with the MDHHS Communicable 

Disease Division. 

http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98159-523641--,00.html


Page 4 of 5 
 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham shared a graphic during Wednesday’s 

Board of Health meeting which shows how the state of Michigan’s — and the local health department’s — contact 

tracing of COVID-19 cases has dramatically decreased in November due to a combination of overwhelmingly 

increasing COVID-19 cases and a lack of reliable data from the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (state tracking 

is pictured in black and the local health department tracking is pictured in green). — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Hartwick did not return a message from the Daily News seeking comment on Wednesday; neither did Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer’s office respond to a request for comment. 

“As you are aware, the MDSS has been having issues with system stability since the beginning of November,” the 

state health department letter stated. “The MDSS Support Team at MDHHS, DTMB (Department of Technology, 

Management & Budget) and the MDSS development team have been working tirelessly to resolve these issues. 

Changes over the last two weeks have included operating system patches, increased space and system resource 

allocation, database structure enhancements, database interface enhancements and disabling some system features in 

order to try and improve system stability. 
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“While investigation into the root causes of these issues is ongoing and other system changes will likely be needed to 

resolve all issues, some of the triggering events for the system outages have been identified and will result in changes 

to the system that are more noticeable than the backend changes that have occurred up to now,” the letter stated. 

“These events are not the sole cause of the issues we have been experiencing, but are contributing factors.” 

According to the letter, certain search parameters may result in unusually long searches or unusually large result sets 

being returned. 

“Before the pandemic, these searches would have slowed the system some and taken a long time to return for the user, 

but would not have crashed the system,” the letter stated. “However, with the extra workload presented by COVID-

19, both in user activity and in data flowing into the system some of these larger searches have contributed to a 

tipping point.” 

Due to this problem, some changes have been made to the MDSS search page — including the “and/or” search 

selection and the “advanced” search selection, according to the letter. The MDSS “search” button is now grayed out 

and will remain grayed out until a search parameter has been chosen. If no data is specified, the search will default to 

searching cases with referral dates in the last month. Specification of any date criteria will override the one-month 

default. The referral date limitation does not apply to searches that include investigation ID, patient ID or first and/or 

last names. 

“These defaults are to help prevent large searches from being performed unintentionally,” the letter stated. “We also 

ask that you please try to make searches as specifics as possible when looking for cases. Best practices would be to 

include date, jurisdiction and status criteria that would keep expected search results under 100,000 cases. 

“Be assured that the system availability and stability is the top priority for our entire team,” the letter stated. “In the 

first 10 months of 2020, the MDSS has processed over 4.5 million ELRs, a nine-fold increase compared to all of 

2019, 20 times that of 2018, and has recorded 11.8 million database transactions, up from 3.2 million for 2019. 

“We will continue to do everything we can to keep up with the pace of this workload and to improve the system in 

ways that try to make your workload easier,” the letter concluded. “Thank you for your patience.” 
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Montcalm County medical director shares update 

about COVID-19 vaccines  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on November 27, 2020  

STANTON — Three new vaccines and a new antibody treatment are hopefully just weeks away from becoming 

available to health care workers. 

 

Dr. Jennifer Morse 

Dr. Jennifer Morse, the medical director of the Mid-Michigan District Health Department, gave an update on the 

progress during Wednesday’s Board of Health meeting. 

“The vaccine that’s mostly likely to reach us first is the one by Pfizer and there’s another one by Moderna,” Morse 

said. “They’re both m-RNA (messenger ribonucleic acid) vaccines which utilize a small piece of messenger RNA and 

are uploaded to you. Your cells use that message to make a small piece of protein that is a part of the virus that is used 

to get into your cells and infect you, then your body recognizes that as something that shouldn’t be there and quickly 

responds. 

“It doesn’t integrate into your own DNA so it’s a pretty nifty way to vaccinate people,” she noted. “It’s a new way to 

vaccinate people.” 

Pfizer’s vaccine is showing to be 95% effective based on its patient studies, while Moderna’s vaccine is showing to be 

94.5% effective. Both vaccines require two doses each — 21 days apart for the Pfizer vaccine and 28 days apart for 

the Moderna vaccine. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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Pfizer expects to make available 50 million doses by the end of this year and another 1.3 billion doses by the end of 

2021. 

A third pending vaccine from AstraZeneca takes a different approach. The vaccine, named AZD1222, uses a 

replication-deficient chimpanzee viral vector based on a weakened version of an adenovirus (common cold virus) that 

causes infections in chimpanzees and contains the genetic material of the COVID-19 spike protein, according to 

AstraZeneca. After vaccination, the surface spike protein is produced, priming the human body’s immune system to 

attack the COVID-19 virus if it later infects the body. 

“They took a virus that infects chimpanzees and they haywired it a little bit,” Morse summarized. 

“You will not get sick with what infects chimpanzees,” she clarified. 

Morse also touched on a new antibody treatment to help the fight against COVID-19. The U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration on Nov. 9 issued an emergency use authorization for the investigational monoclonal antibody therapy 

called bamlanivimab. 

Monoclonal antibodies are laboratory-made proteins that mimic the immune system’s ability to fight off harmful 

antigens such as viruses. Bamlanivimab is a monoclonal antibody that is specifically directed against the spike protein 

of COVID-19, designed to block the virus’ attachment and entry into human cells. 

The antibody treatment would not be used on people who are hospitalized with severe illness but would be used on 

people with mild to moderate illness. The process would involve a one-hour IV infusion. 

“It’s quite promising because if you can give it to someone who’s in a nursing home or an outpatient and prevent use 

of the ER, that’s a huge thing,” Morse said. 

Although the vaccine and antibody news is promising, Morse noted that none of them will be available until mid-

December at the earliest and even then, they will only be made available to health care workers. 

“The first group to be vaccinated will be health care workers — the front line workers who need to care for those with 

COVID,” Morse said. “The second group to receive vaccinations will likely be people with high-risk factors, and the 

third group will likely be people 65 and older.” 

Morse said more than a 70% rate of overall immunity would be needed to make an impact on the COVID-19 

pandemic among the general population, which is a concern, as she noted not everyone will want to get a vaccine. 

“Most health care places I work with will not be requiring it because it still is an experimental treatment and there’s 

some liability issues,” she said. 
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Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham shared a graphic during Wednesday’s 

Board of Health meeting which shows how the state of Michigan’s — and the local health department’s — contact 

tracing of COVID-19 cases has dramatically decreased in November due to a combination of overwhelmingly 

increasing COVID-19 cases and a lack of reliable data from the Michigan Disease Surveillance System (state tracking 

is pictured in black and the local health department tracking is pictured in green). — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Hartwick did not return a message from the Daily News seeking comment on Wednesday; neither did Gov. Gretchen 

Whitmer’s office respond to a request for comment. 

“As you are aware, the MDSS has been having issues with system stability since the beginning of November,” the 

state health department letter stated. “The MDSS Support Team at MDHHS, DTMB (Department of Technology, 

Management & Budget) and the MDSS development team have been working tirelessly to resolve these issues. 

Changes over the last two weeks have included operating system patches, increased space and system resource 

allocation, database structure enhancements, database interface enhancements and disabling some system features in 

order to try and improve system stability. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

“While investigation into the root causes of these issues is ongoing and other system changes will likely be needed to 

resolve all issues, some of the triggering events for the system outages have been identified and will result in changes 

to the system that are more noticeable than the backend changes that have occurred up to now,” the letter stated. 

“These events are not the sole cause of the issues we have been experiencing, but are contributing factors.” 

According to the letter, certain search parameters may result in unusually long searches or unusually large result sets 

being returned. 

“Before the pandemic, these searches would have slowed the system some and taken a long time to return for the user, 

but would not have crashed the system,” the letter stated. “However, with the extra workload presented by COVID-

19, both in user activity and in data flowing into the system some of these larger searches have contributed to a 

tipping point.” 

Due to this problem, some changes have been made to the MDSS search page — including the “and/or” search 

selection and the “advanced” search selection, according to the letter. The MDSS “search” button is now grayed out 

and will remain grayed out until a search parameter has been chosen. If no data is specified, the search will default to 

searching cases with referral dates in the last month. Specification of any date criteria will override the one-month 

default. The referral date limitation does not apply to searches that include investigation ID, patient ID or first and/or 

last names. 

“These defaults are to help prevent large searches from being performed unintentionally,” the letter stated. “We also 

ask that you please try to make searches as specifics as possible when looking for cases. Best practices would be to 

include date, jurisdiction and status criteria that would keep expected search results under 100,000 cases. 

“Be assured that the system availability and stability is the top priority for our entire team,” the letter stated. “In the 

first 10 months of 2020, the MDSS has processed over 4.5 million ELRs, a nine-fold increase compared to all of 

2019, 20 times that of 2018, and has recorded 11.8 million database transactions, up from 3.2 million for 2019. 

“We will continue to do everything we can to keep up with the pace of this workload and to improve the system in 

ways that try to make your workload easier,” the letter concluded. “Thank you for your patience.” 
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Lakeview restaurant’s ‘lawyer’ accuses government 

officials of  ‘domestic terrorism’  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on December 02, 2020  

LAKEVIEW — Government officials who visit Chapz Roadhouse may not feel entirely welcome to stay for dine-in 

food and drinks — even though that Lakeview bar and restaurant is continuing to offer those services despite a state 

health department order. 

 

A notice posted on the entrance of Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview by Rick Martin, a self-described “Constitutional 

lawyer” with the Constitutional Law Group, states that government officials are “trespassing” and “committing an act 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/loc-1202-ew-health-dept-vs-restaurants-1.jpg
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of domestic terrorism” under the Patriot Act in response to the state and local health department investigating Chapz 

Roadhouse for continuing to offer dine-in service in defiance of a state health department order. — Submitted photo 

A “notice to all government officials” is posted on the entrance of Chapz Roadhouse at the intersection of M-46 and 

M-91 by Rick Martin, a self-described “Constitutional lawyer” with Constitutional Law Group. (UPDATE: Martin 

is not licensed to practice law in Michigan according to the State Bar of Michigan.) 

“You are in violation of your oath of office by trespassing unlawfully on the property of this business establishment 

and committing an act of domestic terrorism under Section 802 of the Patriot Act,” the notice states. “You are 

knowingly and willingly violating the rights of a business owner. You are no longer protected under judicial 

immunity and are now subject to being arrested and also sued in your private capacity.” 

Dan and Camille Schutte continue to offer dine-in service at their bar and restaurant despite a Michigan Department 

of Health & Human Services order to cease dine-in services from Nov. 18 to Dec. 8; despite repeated orders to 

comply from the Mid-Michigan District Health Department in Stanton; and despite an ongoing investigation by the 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

The alleged violations being investigated by the Liquor Control Commission are dated Nov. 21 and reads, “(1) Chapz 

Roadhouse LLC and/or employees of the licensee engaged in an illegal occupation or illegal act upon the licensed 

premises, specifically: allowing indoor gatherings at a food service establishment; (2) Chapz Roadhouse LLC and/or 

employees of the licensee engaged in an illegal occupation or illegal act upon the licensed premises, specifically: 

allowing persons to participate in an indoor gathering at the licensed premises without requiring them to wear face 

masks.” 

Martin, the “lawyer” for Chapz Roadhouse, did not return a message from the Daily News seeking comment. 

Chapz Roadhouse, which employs about two dozen people, opened for business on New Year’s Eve 2018 — a long-

awaited dream come true and a retirement plan for the Schuttes, who purchased the former Spyke’s Bar & Grill in 

2016. The Schuttes lost their home in a fire that December, but persevered and opened the renovated bar and 

restaurant two years ago this month. 

The Schuttes say they continue to comply with CDC guidelines as they have throughout the pandemic, including 

asking people to wear masks when they enter, social distancing, staying at 50% capacity with customers, wiping 

down menus and cleaning everything by hand. 

“We’ve been getting a lot of feedback. Most of it good,” Camille told the Daily News on Tuesday. “A lot of support 

for sure.” 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department has issued warning letters to Chapz Roadhouse in Montcalm County 

and to Royal Scot Golf & Bowl in Clinton County’s Lansing Township for allegedly violating the state health 

department’s order. The health department is not aware of any bars or restaurants offering indoor dining in Gratiot 

County. 

Ionia County Health Department Health Officer Ken Bowen said he is not aware of any bars or restaurants offering 

dine-in services in Ionia County. 

‘READY TO GO TO WAR IF NEEDED’ 

The topic of Chapz Roadhouse and other restaurants that are increasingly deciding to stay open was discussed at last 

week’s Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health meeting on Nov. 25. 
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The Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health during last week’s meeting discussed local restaurants 

defying the state health department’s “Pause to Save Lives” order to end dine-in services. Pictured, at right from top, 

are Health Officer Marcus Cheatham, Gratiot County Commissioner George Bailey and Environmental Health 

Director Liz Braddock. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

“My entire thing is people are adults and they’re able to make their own decisions,” observed Montcalm County 

Commissioner Adam Petersen. “If you’re worried about getting something like that (COVID), quarantine yourself. 

You don’t have to go to a restaurant.” 

“It’s their choice and I don’t blame them at all,” agreed Gratiot County Commissioner George Bailey regarding local 

restaurants choosing to continue dine-in services. “It’s (the state) picking on a certain segment of our business 

community that really has no effect on COVID when it comes right down to it. I just have a hard time with this whole 

thing, I really do, but there’s nothing we can decree. We kind of have to go with the flow, unfortunately. We can 

complain but there’s nothing we can do about it right now.” 

Health Officer Marcus Cheatham disagreed with Bailey that restaurants don’t have an effect on COVID. 

“When we look at our local data, we are seeing a huge increase in outbreaks at businesses and restaurants,” Cheatham 

said. “We are really concerned about violations of the emergency order because of what we are seeing. We do have 

places that have decided not to comply with the emergency order. We know of at least one (restaurant in Clinton 

County) that has contacted the Kallman law firm (in Lansing) and they’re ready to go to war if needed. 

“Would I consider moving forward with enforcement orders if need be? Yes, I would,” Cheatham stated. 

“What is the due process?” Petersen questioned. “We have a business in Montcalm County right now and they’re 

saying they’re going to follow the Constitution and they’re going to stay open. What is their due process?” 

“I have to go to a judge and ask the judge for an order,” Cheatham explained. “The person (restaurant owner) has a 

right to due process. At that point, it’s up to the judge to decide whether to refer it to law enforcement action or not. 
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This would not immediately go to law enforcement unless the judge was exceptionally forward-leaning, there would 

probably be a court case.” 

“If they choose not to close today, they would continue to operate with us having told them today that they could be 

fined if local law enforcement proceeds with the fines,” Environmental Health Director Liz Braddock added. “If they 

don’t, we can go to the Michigan State Police and if we still don’t get anywhere, we can contact MDARD (the 

Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development), MIOSHA (the Michigan Occupational Safety & Health 

Administration), the Liquor Control Commission and the Attorney General’s Office.” 

The Michigan Restaurant and Lodging Association and a pair of restaurant groups are suing the Michigan Department 

of Health & Human Services for the ban on indoor dining. The owner of Andiamo restaurants in Detroit wrote a letter 

to other business owners this week encouraging them to band together and reopen on Dec. 9 if the pending lawsuit is 

unsuccessful. 

“Our industry cannot survive another extended closure. Thousands of restaurants and tens of thousands of our 

employees can not survive it either. We need to band together and FIGHT BACK but we need to do this as a United 

Group of Michigan Restaurant Owners,” states the Nov. 24 letter, according to the Detroit Free Press. 
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Posted on Wednesday, December 2nd, 2020 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this
entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

If you receive a call from someone “on behalf of your local health department,” asking you to take a survey, do
not worry; it is not a scam.

 Randomly selected residents in Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties will be asked to participate in a phone
survey from Advantage Research, on behalf of the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD).

 The purpose of this short, 15-minute Behavioral Risk Factor Survey (BRFS) is to gather information on human
behavior and lifestyle patterns, such as access to health care and health insurance, smoking, and exercise.
Completing the survey will give MMDHD valuable information on the health and well-being of our residents,
help determine strategies to improve health, and assist in securing funding to implement programs.

 The calls will be coming from a Michigan call center, manned by Advantage Research Services (ARS)
employees, and they should identify themselves when calling. The calls will be placed to landlines and cell
phones on weekdays and weekends, no later than 9:00 p.m. between November 30 and December 20, 2020.

 The BRFS was established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as a way to collect important
health-related information. For many states and communities, the BRFS is the only available source of timely,
accurate data.

 Residents with questions regarding the phone survey may contact MMDHD at 989-831-3627.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/mid-michigan-district-health-department-conducting-phone-survey/2020/12/02/feed/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A Montcalm County bar and 
restaurant that continued to 
serve dine-in customers despite 
the state’s recent ban is among 
three statewide to have its liquor 
licenses suspended, state officials 
said late Wednesday.

Acting on a complaint, a state 
inspector on Nov. 21 found Chapz 
Roadhouse, at 9950 N. Greenville 
Road in Lakeview, had a sign on 
the door welcoming dine-in cus-
tomers, the Michigan Liquor Con-
trol Commission said in a com-
plaint filed against the business.

State officials issued an emer-
gency suspension on Nov. 25 of 
the restaurant’s Class C and Spe-
cially Designated Merchant li-
quor licenses and its Sunday Sales 
Permit.

An investigator found a sign 

MONTCALM COUNTY

State suspends 
liquor license 
of Lakeview 
bar/restaurant

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Due to a high number of CO-
VID-19 cases in the area, Mt. 
Pleasant Public Schools (MPPS) 
will continue virtual learning.

The decision was announced 
by MPPS Superintendent Jenni-
fer Verleger through a letter to 
the parents that was released on 
Dec. 2.

This decision was made after 
considering recent COVID situa-
tions that have impacted the dis-
trict, specifically at Ganiard Ele-
mentary School and Mt. Pleasant 
High School.

“As with all of our cases, we will 
follow the direction of Central 
Michigan District Health Depart-
ment as we implement our plan 
of action,” Verleger said in the 
letter to parents. “We are closely 
monitoring the impact that each 

MT. PLEASANT

Right: Toys for Tots donations to 
the Shepherd Police Department

PHOTO COURTESY OF  
THE SHEPHERD POLICE DEPARTMENT

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Toys for Tots continues to 
give presents to children in 
need, despite COVID-19 con-
cerns.

The Central Michigan Area 
Toys for Tots for Isabella and 
Clare Counties will be distrib-
uting toys through drive-thru 
appointments. Volunteers will 
shop for the kids and the toys 
will be bagged and delivered to 
participants’ cars.

“The staff compiles and sepa-
rates donations,” Shepherd Po-
lice Chief Luke Sawyer said. 
“The crew has incredible peo-
ple.

Shopping appointments can 
be registered for online and 
those participating will need 
bring an approval email and 
documentation for verification. 
Online registration is open 
from Nov. 1 to Dec. 12.

Because Central Michigan 
Area Toys has over 1,200 ap-
pointments, they will be spread 
over 4 days, which means the 
appointments will go from 
Dec. 16 to Dec. 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Distribution will take 
place at the Youth for Christ 
building at 1200 W. High Street.

Local law enforcement have 
been participating in the cam-
paign by promoting it on so-
cial media and competing 
with other law agencies to col-
lect the most presents for Toys 
for Tots.

The Shepherd Police Depart-
ment has received hundreds of 
presents as well monetary do-
nations from those who live 
around the area as well as 
those from outside the area.

“No kids should go without 
presents on Christmas morn-
ing,” Sawyer said. “People 
have been very generous and 
we need a sense of community 
with everything going on.”

The Mt. Pleasant Police De-
partment will be holding their 
annual ‘Cram a Cruiser’ event 
on Dec. 9 and 11 from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Community members 
can drop off new, unwrapped 
and unopened toys to the Di-
vision of Public Safety Building 
on 804 E. High Street.

For more information, visit 
the Central Michigan Area Toys 
for Tots Facebook page or mt-
pleasant-mi.toysfortots.org.

MT. PLEASANT

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Five people in Gratiot County 
and two Isabella County residents 
were among 11 people whose 
deaths from COVID-19 were re-
ported by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices on Thursday.

No information was immedi-
ately available on the people who 

died in Gratiot County. The state 
announced that the county’s cu-
mulative cases stood at 1,981 as 
of Thursday, a significant one-day 
increase.

Leslie Kinnee, a spokeswoman 
for Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department, said she hadn’t seen 
the health department’s numbers 
for the day, yet, and couldn’t con-
firm either.

It would bring Gratiot’s total 
number of deaths to 36.

One of the Isabella County 
deaths was an elderly man who 
lived in one of the county’s nurs-
ing homes, said Steve Hall, health 
officer for Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department. The 
other was an elderly man who 
had underlying health conditions. 
Both died Wednesday, bring-
ing the county’s total number of 
deaths to 25.

The man was a resident of 
Medilodge of Mt. Pleasant, Hall 
said. Twenty-eight residents and 
four staff of Medilodge of Mt. 
Pleasant are reported confirmed 

cases, according to state records.
Two residents of Medilodge 

of Mt. Pleasant have died of CO-
VID-19 since March. The other 
was a woman, who died in 
April after being transported to 
McLaren-Central Michigan.

An additional 60 cases were re-
ported in Isabella County for a cu-
mulative total of 2,410.

Clare County’s cumulative con-
firmed cases increased by 29 to 
757 on Thursday, with 26 deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, 
four new deaths were reported in 
two counties. They, and cumula-

tive case numbers are as follows:
• Three additional deaths were 

reported in Montcalm County for 
a total of 28, and an additional 28 
confirmed cases were reported for 
a cumulative total of 28;

• One additional death was re-
ported in Gladwin County for a 
total of 11, with cumulative con-
firmed cases at 773;

• In Mecosta County new cases 
increased by 20 bringing its cu-
mulative total to 1,263, with 11 
deaths; and,

• In Midland County new cases 

Eleven COVID-19 deaths reported Thursday
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MAKING A WAY

Five fatalities from Gratiot County

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Schools to 
continue 
virtual 
learning

UPDATE » PAGE 2

Chapz Roadhouse 
ignored dine-in ban

SCHOOLS » PAGE 2

LICENSE » PAGE 2

SOME SUN                                                                                       
High: Low:42 26 » PAGE A6

»    themorningsun.com

Morning Sun
Friday, December 4, 2020  $2.25 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN



Morning Sun - 12/04/2020 Page : A02

December 7, 2020 1:48 pm (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Family of a young St. 
Louis woman who loved 
artistic painting and vol-
unteered f i lm-
ing events for her 
church is also re-
membering the 
loved ones of the 
Oklahoma man 
who crossed the 
center line in a 
crash that killed 
them both.

Br e a n n a  M a l y n n 
VanHorn was driving 
on M-46 in Montcalm 
County Monday evening 
when she was hit by a 
pickup truck driven by 
Josue David Chaparro of 
Guymon, Okla.

“Our hearts also go out 
to the family of the other 
driver,” said Cynthia Lip-
pert, an aunt of VanHorn. 
“That’s what Bre would 
want.”

Breanna VanHorn, 
23, was a member of the 
Faith Life Christian Cen-
ter in Alma, where she 
was involved with the me-
dia crew enthusiastically 
taking pictures and vid-

eos for church events, her 
family said in her obitu-
ary.

“From a troubled teen 
to a kind, caring woman, 
she went the extra mile 
to help others in need,” 

Lippert said. “She 
was truly a gift to 
all that knew her.”

Breanna gradu-
ated in 2015 from 
Fulton Schools.

A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 
a later date.

Her family will 
receive friends at a visi-
tation from 3-5 p.m. on 
Saturday at Smith Fam-
ily Funeral Home in St. 
Louis.

She is survived by her 
mother Karren Loomis 
(Carlton Johnson) of St. 
Louis; father Gerry Van-
Horn Jr. of St. Louis; sib-
lings: Cynthia Lou Heath 
of Taylor, Michael and Al-
exa VanHorn of Alpena, 
Joshua (Veronica) Van-
Horn of Taylor, Ambrea 
VanHorn of Alma, Cam-
eron and Courtney Van-
Horn of Dearborn, Mack-
enzie and Bonifacio Van-
Horn-Lopez of St. Louis, 
among others.

ST. LOUIS

Visitation set for woman 
killed in Monday crash

A Tribute to Life.
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age 61, of Mt. Pleasant, 
passed away Wednes-
day, December 2, 2020, 
at her home. Cindy was 
born July 18, 1959, 
in Mt. Pleasant, the 
daughter of Robert and 
Marilyn (Hesson) Wal-
ton.  She graduated 
from Beal City High 
School with the class 
of 1977.  Cindy had 
worked as a nurse’s 
aide at Central Michi-
gan Community Hos-
pital and at Vowels 
Elementary as a para-

professional.  She was a parishioner at St. Joseph 
7C8">Z!* 7"6<*" !@ 9'CZ 7!8TD  7!@(T Z>4'( G>X'< 
gardening, her pets, playing cards, and spending 
time with her family and friends. Cindy will be for-
ever loved and dearly missed by all of her family 
who survive her:  mother Marilyn Walton of Mt. 
Pleasant; brothers Tim (Angie) Walton of Weidman, 
Steven (Sue) Walton of Rosebush, Mike (Jennifer) 
Walton of Mt. Pleasant; sister Sue (Russ) Potts of 
Clare; nieces and nephews:  Josh and Dillan Wal-
ton, Sarah (Zack) Block, Laura (Ross) Crawford, 
Kayla Jo Walton, and Isabel Walton; great nieces 
Lena Block and Delilah Block; and her special 
friend Dutch Oberloier of Clare. Cindy was preceded 
in death by her father, grandparents Roy (Loretta) 
Hesson and Glen (Violet) Walton; Godmother June 
Schumaker; and many other extended family 
members. Cindy’s wishes were to be cremated.  A 
private memorial service will take place at a later 
date.  Interment of ashes will be in Riverside Cem-
etery, Mt. Pleasant.  Memorial contributions may 
be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
or National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. You 
may view Cindy’s obituary online or send a condo-
lence to the family at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WALTON, CINDY LOUISE 

CONTELEONE, CAROLEE “CORKY”
age 75, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away Monday, 
November 30, 2020 at her home.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

Surrounded by her lov-
ing family, Shirley Fay 
Williams went to her 
forever home with the 
Lord on November 29, 
2020. Shirley was born 
to Robert Thomas and 
Ella Mae Starr on May 
1, 1938. She was the 
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ried her soulmate, Neil 
Williams, on May 17, 
1957. During their 63 
years of marriage, they 
raised their four be-
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family were always at the forefront of their mar-
riage.  Shirley and her husband Neil are long time 
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she met. Her kind and generous ways stayed with 
her throughout her life. Shirley always opened her 
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stay, a good meal, or a listening ear. Shirley had a 
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for various newspapers and print shops. She and 
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enjoyed working together for many years. However, 
her proudest professional endeavor was opening 
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gan. She shared her time and talent with many, 
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ris State University. Shirley’s greatest joy in life 
was her family. She is survived by her loving hus-
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VanHorn

increased by 36 bringing its 
cumulative total to 2,741, 
with 26 deaths.

Statewide, another 175 

deaths were reported for a 
total of 9,580, and another 
7,146 cases were reported 
Tuesday for a cumulative 
total of 380,343. Of those 
deaths, 112 were deaths 
from the last 30 days dis-
covered after a review of 
death certificates.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

outside the premises that 
stated: “We are open for 
dine in.”

Later that day, the in-
spector returned to the 
business and found:

• The parking lot had 15 
vehicles parked in the lot;

• Several people were en-
tering;

• None of the people en-
tering were wearing masks.

• The business was open 
for indoor dining;

• The restaurant was 
serving food and drinks, 
and patrons were sitting 
and consuming food and 
beverages;

• The hostess did have 
a mask on but other staff 
members did not.  

“This pandemic has 
taken a toll on all of us – 
from schoolteachers and 
students to frontline work-
ers and caregivers, we are 
all feeling the effects of CO-
VID-19. Business owners 
are no exception,” said At-
torney General Dana Nes-

sel.
“But the state has an 

obligation to protect the 
public health and welfare, 
and the emergency public 
health orders and the asso-
ciated closures are needed 
to save lives. My office is 
working closely with the 
Commission as it exercises 
its duties and we are pre-
pared to act to ensure the 
state upholds its responsi-
bility to protect the lives of 
our residents.”

Besides Chapz Road-
house, the state suspended 
the liquor licenses of Rock 
House/Mine Shaft, located 
at 915 Razorback in Hough-
ton, and Silver Beach Hotel 
located at 100 Main St. St. 
Joseph.

Chapz Roadhouse and 
Rock House are scheduled 
to appear before an Admin-
istrative Law Judge on Fri-
day for a virtual hearing 
via Zoom, to determine 
whether this summary sus-
pension should continue, or 
other fines and penalties 
should be imposed.

Silver Beach Hotel will  
appear for a virtual hear-
ing Dec. 11.

License
FROM PAGE 1

case has on our students 
and staff. Although we had 
hoped to be able to return 
to face to face instruction, 
based on the high number 
of positive cases in our dis-
trict MPPS will continue 
virtual instruction for all 
students.”

The scheduling for this 
decision follows as:

• Dec. 7 - 18: Virtual in-
struction for all students, 
grade DK-12th grade

• Dec. 21 - Jan. 1: Winter 
break for all.

• Jan. 4 - 8: All students 
DK-12 virtual

• Jan. 11 and beyond: Re-
turn to instructional op-
tions that include DK-5 face 
to face, 6-8 cohort model, 
9-12 hybrid model, or Oil-
ers Online based on fam-
ily choice

“I know this decision 
presents challenges for 
many families and for that 
I am truly sorry,” Verleger 
said. “Based on our collab-
oration with the Central 

Michigan District Health 
Department, we believe 
this is the safest route for 
our students and staff.”

School district staff 
members will continue in-
structing students in a vir-
tual setting and families 
can contact their respective 
student’s school offices for 
academic assistance.

If any families experi-
ences any COVID-19 re-
lated health concerns, they 
can contact the MPPS CO-
VID Team for any questions 
regarding the appropriate 
response to a potential ex-
posure. The MPPS COVID 
Team can be reached at 
989-775-2301.

“As we move into flu sea-
son, now more than ever, 
please take the simple nec-
essary precautions to slow 
the spread of COVID and 
other f lu-like illnesses: 
wash your hands fre-
quently, mask up and main-
tain social distance when-
ever possible,” Verleger said. 
“Thank you for your contin-
ued support of our students 
and staff.”

For more information, 
visit mtpleasantschools.net.

Schools
FROM PAGE 1

By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING » Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer said Thursday 
that her administration 
may extend portions of 
a three-week par-
tial shutdown of 
schools and busi-
nesses next week 
because of the 
“sheer volume” of 
coronavirus cases 
in Michigan.

The Democratic 
governor said no 
decision had been 
made, but that hospitals 
can’t be overrun with CO-
VID-19 patients. Although 
the infection curve has 
leveled off, it is a “danger-
ous moment” for the state, 
she said.

“As we get a few more 
days of information un-
der our belts, we’ll be in 
a much stronger position 
to really assess if there are 
some things that maybe 
are safer to do,” Whitmer 
said during a news con-
ference in which she re-
ported continued progress 
addressing virus-related 
racial disparities. “But if 
we have to make some ex-
tensions of the current 
pause in some realms, 
that is sadly possible be-
cause of just the sheer vol-
ume of COVID” cases.

The state health depart-
ment’s order — aimed at 
indoor gatherings — 
closed high schools to 
in-person instruction, 
stopped organized sports, 
prohibited indoor restau-
rant dining and closed 
various entertainment 
businesses such as movie 
theaters and bowling al-
leys. 

It will end late Tuesday 
unless extended, which 

was commonplace for 
stay-at-home and other 
restrictions earlier in the 
pandemic.

Disparities
A governor-created 

task force on CO-
VID-19 racial dis-
parities released 
an interim re-
port showing that 
Black residents 
continue to no 
longer be dispro-
portionately in-
fected and killed 
by the virus like 

they were in the spring. 
It confirms preliminary 
findings from late Sep-
tember.

The case rate per 1 mil-
lion Black residents was 
59 in September and Oc-
tober, down from 176 in 
March and April. The 
death rate dropped sub-
stantially, from 21.7 per 1 
million to one per 1 mil-
lion.

The next steps include 
tackling disparities in in-
ternet access, increasing 
enrollment in health in-
surance plans, expand-
ing mobile testing sites in 
Grand Rapids, Lansing, 
Flint and Muskegon, and 
sending a letter to medical 
providers about dispari-
ties affecting patients. The 
testing sites will be able 
to offer other health ser-
vices, including vaccine 
distribution.

“The work is not done,” 
said the task force’s chair-
man, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gil-
christ II.

Deaths
The state reported 175 

additional deaths, includ-
ing 63 in the most recent 
24-hour period and 112 
from a records review.

STATE

Whitmer may extend 
partial shutdown of 
schools, businesses

Whitmer

By Kathleen Ronayne
The Associated Press

S AC R A M E N T O, C A L I F. » 
Vice President-elect Ka-
mala Harris has named 
Tina Flournoy, a veteran 
Democratic strat-
egist and aide to 
the Clintons, as her 
chief of staff, the 
transition team an-
nounced Thursday.

Flournoy’s ap-
pointment as Har-
ris’ top staffer adds 
to a team of ad-
visers led by Black 
women. Harris, who is of 
Jamaican and Indian her-
itage, is the nation’s first 
female vice president. 
Flournoy joins Ashley Eti-
enne as Harris’ communi-
cations director and Sy-
mone Sanders as her chief 
spokeswoman.

Flournoy has served as 
chief of staff for former 
President Bill Clinton since 
2013. 

That follows a career 
that took her to top posts 
at the Democratic National 
Committee, in the presi-
dential campaigns of for-
mer Vice President Al Gore 
and former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and 
with the American Feder-
ation of Teachers.

Bill Clinton called her 
appointment “great news 
for our country.”

“Tina Flournoy is in-
credibly smart, strong, 
and skillful, with deeply 

rooted values. She’s done 
a wonderful job as my 
chief of staff for nearly 8 
years, and I will miss her—
but I’m thrilled about VP-
elect Harris’ choice,” he 
tweeted.

Harris also an-
nounced Rohini 
Kosoglu as her do-
mestic policy ad-
viser and Nancy 
McEldowney as 
her national secu-
rity adviser. Koso-
glu had served as 
Harris’ top adviser 
during the general 

election campaign. McEld-
owney is a former ambas-
sador to Bulgaria and has 
30 years of service in vari-
ous diplomatic and foreign 
affairs jobs.

“Together with the rest 
of my team, today’s ap-
pointees will work to get 
this virus under control, 
open our economy re-
sponsibly and make sure 
it lifts up all Americans, 
and restore and advance 
our country’s leadership 
around the world,” Harris 
said in a statement.

Former colleagues de-
scribe Flournoy as a no-
nonsense operative who 
has both policy and politi-
cal chops. Matt McKenna, 
who was Bill Clinton’s 
spokesperson from 2007 to 
2015, noted the historic na-
ture of Harris’ candidacy 
and said Flournoy will 
skillfully manage compet-
ing demands for her time.

WASHINGTON

Flournoy

VP-elect Harris 
picks chief of staff
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A Montcalm County bar and 
restaurant that continued to 
serve dine-in customers despite 
the state’s recent ban is among 
three statewide to have its liquor 
licenses suspended, state officials 
said late Wednesday.

Acting on a complaint, a state 
inspector on Nov. 21 found Chapz 
Roadhouse, at 9950 N. Greenville 
Road in Lakeview, had a sign on 
the door welcoming dine-in cus-
tomers, the Michigan Liquor Con-
trol Commission said in a com-
plaint filed against the business.

State officials issued an emer-
gency suspension on Nov. 25 of 
the restaurant’s Class C and Spe-
cially Designated Merchant li-
quor licenses and its Sunday Sales 
Permit.

An investigator found a sign 

MONTCALM COUNTY

State suspends 
liquor license 
of Lakeview 
bar/restaurant

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Due to a high number of CO-
VID-19 cases in the area, Mt. 
Pleasant Public Schools (MPPS) 
will continue virtual learning.

The decision was announced 
by MPPS Superintendent Jenni-
fer Verleger through a letter to 
the parents that was released on 
Dec. 2.

This decision was made after 
considering recent COVID situa-
tions that have impacted the dis-
trict, specifically at Ganiard Ele-
mentary School and Mt. Pleasant 
High School.

“As with all of our cases, we will 
follow the direction of Central 
Michigan District Health Depart-
ment as we implement our plan 
of action,” Verleger said in the 
letter to parents. “We are closely 
monitoring the impact that each 

MT. PLEASANT

Right: Toys for Tots donations to 
the Shepherd Police Department

PHOTO COURTESY OF  
THE SHEPHERD POLICE DEPARTMENT

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Toys for Tots continues to 
give presents to children in 
need, despite COVID-19 con-
cerns.

The Central Michigan Area 
Toys for Tots for Isabella and 
Clare Counties will be distrib-
uting toys through drive-thru 
appointments. Volunteers will 
shop for the kids and the toys 
will be bagged and delivered to 
participants’ cars.

“The staff compiles and sepa-
rates donations,” Shepherd Po-
lice Chief Luke Sawyer said. 
“The crew has incredible peo-
ple.

Shopping appointments can 
be registered for online and 
those participating will need 
bring an approval email and 
documentation for verification. 
Online registration is open 
from Nov. 1 to Dec. 12.

Because Central Michigan 
Area Toys has over 1,200 ap-
pointments, they will be spread 
over 4 days, which means the 
appointments will go from 
Dec. 16 to Dec. 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Distribution will take 
place at the Youth for Christ 
building at 1200 W. High Street.

Local law enforcement have 
been participating in the cam-
paign by promoting it on so-
cial media and competing 
with other law agencies to col-
lect the most presents for Toys 
for Tots.

The Shepherd Police Depart-
ment has received hundreds of 
presents as well monetary do-
nations from those who live 
around the area as well as 
those from outside the area.

“No kids should go without 
presents on Christmas morn-
ing,” Sawyer said. “People 
have been very generous and 
we need a sense of community 
with everything going on.”

The Mt. Pleasant Police De-
partment will be holding their 
annual ‘Cram a Cruiser’ event 
on Dec. 9 and 11 from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Community members 
can drop off new, unwrapped 
and unopened toys to the Di-
vision of Public Safety Building 
on 804 E. High Street.

For more information, visit 
the Central Michigan Area Toys 
for Tots Facebook page or mt-
pleasant-mi.toysfortots.org.

MT. PLEASANT

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Five people in Gratiot County 
and two Isabella County residents 
were among 11 people whose 
deaths from COVID-19 were re-
ported by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices on Thursday.

No information was immedi-
ately available on the people who 

died in Gratiot County. The state 
announced that the county’s cu-
mulative cases stood at 1,981 as 
of Thursday, a significant one-day 
increase.

Leslie Kinnee, a spokeswoman 
for Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department, said she hadn’t seen 
the health department’s numbers 
for the day, yet, and couldn’t con-
firm either.

It would bring Gratiot’s total 
number of deaths to 36.

One of the Isabella County 
deaths was an elderly man who 
lived in one of the county’s nurs-
ing homes, said Steve Hall, health 
officer for Central Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department. The 
other was an elderly man who 
had underlying health conditions. 
Both died Wednesday, bring-
ing the county’s total number of 
deaths to 25.

The man was a resident of 
Medilodge of Mt. Pleasant, Hall 
said. Twenty-eight residents and 
four staff of Medilodge of Mt. 
Pleasant are reported confirmed 

cases, according to state records.
Two residents of Medilodge 

of Mt. Pleasant have died of CO-
VID-19 since March. The other 
was a woman, who died in 
April after being transported to 
McLaren-Central Michigan.

An additional 60 cases were re-
ported in Isabella County for a cu-
mulative total of 2,410.

Clare County’s cumulative con-
firmed cases increased by 29 to 
757 on Thursday, with 26 deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, 
four new deaths were reported in 
two counties. They, and cumula-

tive case numbers are as follows:
• Three additional deaths were 

reported in Montcalm County for 
a total of 28, and an additional 28 
confirmed cases were reported for 
a cumulative total of 28;

• One additional death was re-
ported in Gladwin County for a 
total of 11, with cumulative con-
firmed cases at 773;

• In Mecosta County new cases 
increased by 20 bringing its cu-
mulative total to 1,263, with 11 
deaths; and,

• In Midland County new cases 

Eleven COVID-19 deaths reported Thursday
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Family of a young St. 
Louis woman who loved 
artistic painting and vol-
unteered f i lm-
ing events for her 
church is also re-
membering the 
loved ones of the 
Oklahoma man 
who crossed the 
center line in a 
crash that killed 
them both.

Br e a n n a  M a l y n n 
VanHorn was driving 
on M-46 in Montcalm 
County Monday evening 
when she was hit by a 
pickup truck driven by 
Josue David Chaparro of 
Guymon, Okla.

“Our hearts also go out 
to the family of the other 
driver,” said Cynthia Lip-
pert, an aunt of VanHorn. 
“That’s what Bre would 
want.”

Breanna VanHorn, 
23, was a member of the 
Faith Life Christian Cen-
ter in Alma, where she 
was involved with the me-
dia crew enthusiastically 
taking pictures and vid-

eos for church events, her 
family said in her obitu-
ary.

“From a troubled teen 
to a kind, caring woman, 
she went the extra mile 
to help others in need,” 

Lippert said. “She 
was truly a gift to 
all that knew her.”

Breanna gradu-
ated in 2015 from 
Fulton Schools.

A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 
a later date.

Her family will 
receive friends at a visi-
tation from 3-5 p.m. on 
Saturday at Smith Fam-
ily Funeral Home in St. 
Louis.

She is survived by her 
mother Karren Loomis 
(Carlton Johnson) of St. 
Louis; father Gerry Van-
Horn Jr. of St. Louis; sib-
lings: Cynthia Lou Heath 
of Taylor, Michael and Al-
exa VanHorn of Alpena, 
Joshua (Veronica) Van-
Horn of Taylor, Ambrea 
VanHorn of Alma, Cam-
eron and Courtney Van-
Horn of Dearborn, Mack-
enzie and Bonifacio Van-
Horn-Lopez of St. Louis, 
among others.

ST. LOUIS

Visitation set for woman 
killed in Monday crash

A Tribute to Life.
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age 61, of Mt. Pleasant, 
passed away Wednes-
day, December 2, 2020, 
at her home. Cindy was 
born July 18, 1959, 
in Mt. Pleasant, the 
daughter of Robert and 
Marilyn (Hesson) Wal-
ton.  She graduated 
from Beal City High 
School with the class 
of 1977.  Cindy had 
worked as a nurse’s 
aide at Central Michi-
gan Community Hos-
pital and at Vowels 
Elementary as a para-

professional.  She was a parishioner at St. Joseph 
7C8">Z!* 7"6<*" !@ 9'CZ 7!8TD  7!@(T Z>4'( G>X'< 
gardening, her pets, playing cards, and spending 
time with her family and friends. Cindy will be for-
ever loved and dearly missed by all of her family 
who survive her:  mother Marilyn Walton of Mt. 
Pleasant; brothers Tim (Angie) Walton of Weidman, 
Steven (Sue) Walton of Rosebush, Mike (Jennifer) 
Walton of Mt. Pleasant; sister Sue (Russ) Potts of 
Clare; nieces and nephews:  Josh and Dillan Wal-
ton, Sarah (Zack) Block, Laura (Ross) Crawford, 
Kayla Jo Walton, and Isabel Walton; great nieces 
Lena Block and Delilah Block; and her special 
friend Dutch Oberloier of Clare. Cindy was preceded 
in death by her father, grandparents Roy (Loretta) 
Hesson and Glen (Violet) Walton; Godmother June 
Schumaker; and many other extended family 
members. Cindy’s wishes were to be cremated.  A 
private memorial service will take place at a later 
date.  Interment of ashes will be in Riverside Cem-
etery, Mt. Pleasant.  Memorial contributions may 
be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
or National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. You 
may view Cindy’s obituary online or send a condo-
lence to the family at www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WALTON, CINDY LOUISE 

CONTELEONE, CAROLEE “CORKY”
age 75, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away Monday, 
November 30, 2020 at her home.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

Surrounded by her lov-
ing family, Shirley Fay 
Williams went to her 
forever home with the 
Lord on November 29, 
2020. Shirley was born 
to Robert Thomas and 
Ella Mae Starr on May 
1, 1938. She was the 
H%8" >% 8'@ *"!Z(<'@ X"> 
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ried her soulmate, Neil 
Williams, on May 17, 
1957. During their 63 
years of marriage, they 
raised their four be-
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family were always at the forefront of their mar-
riage.  Shirley and her husband Neil are long time 
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smile and loving hugs. One of her favorite pastimes 
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ton. She was always there to give a helping hand to 
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she met. Her kind and generous ways stayed with 
her throughout her life. Shirley always opened her 
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stay, a good meal, or a listening ear. Shirley had a 
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for various newspapers and print shops. She and 
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enjoyed working together for many years. However, 
her proudest professional endeavor was opening 
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gan. She shared her time and talent with many, 
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ris State University. Shirley’s greatest joy in life 
was her family. She is survived by her loving hus-
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also leaves behind her sister-in-law Donna Starr, 
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VanHorn

increased by 36 bringing its 
cumulative total to 2,741, 
with 26 deaths.

Statewide, another 175 

deaths were reported for a 
total of 9,580, and another 
7,146 cases were reported 
Tuesday for a cumulative 
total of 380,343. Of those 
deaths, 112 were deaths 
from the last 30 days dis-
covered after a review of 
death certificates.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

outside the premises that 
stated: “We are open for 
dine in.”

Later that day, the in-
spector returned to the 
business and found:

• The parking lot had 15 
vehicles parked in the lot;

• Several people were en-
tering;

• None of the people en-
tering were wearing masks.

• The business was open 
for indoor dining;

• The restaurant was 
serving food and drinks, 
and patrons were sitting 
and consuming food and 
beverages;

• The hostess did have 
a mask on but other staff 
members did not.  

“This pandemic has 
taken a toll on all of us – 
from schoolteachers and 
students to frontline work-
ers and caregivers, we are 
all feeling the effects of CO-
VID-19. Business owners 
are no exception,” said At-
torney General Dana Nes-

sel.
“But the state has an 

obligation to protect the 
public health and welfare, 
and the emergency public 
health orders and the asso-
ciated closures are needed 
to save lives. My office is 
working closely with the 
Commission as it exercises 
its duties and we are pre-
pared to act to ensure the 
state upholds its responsi-
bility to protect the lives of 
our residents.”

Besides Chapz Road-
house, the state suspended 
the liquor licenses of Rock 
House/Mine Shaft, located 
at 915 Razorback in Hough-
ton, and Silver Beach Hotel 
located at 100 Main St. St. 
Joseph.

Chapz Roadhouse and 
Rock House are scheduled 
to appear before an Admin-
istrative Law Judge on Fri-
day for a virtual hearing 
via Zoom, to determine 
whether this summary sus-
pension should continue, or 
other fines and penalties 
should be imposed.

Silver Beach Hotel will  
appear for a virtual hear-
ing Dec. 11.

License
FROM PAGE 1

case has on our students 
and staff. Although we had 
hoped to be able to return 
to face to face instruction, 
based on the high number 
of positive cases in our dis-
trict MPPS will continue 
virtual instruction for all 
students.”

The scheduling for this 
decision follows as:

• Dec. 7 - 18: Virtual in-
struction for all students, 
grade DK-12th grade

• Dec. 21 - Jan. 1: Winter 
break for all.

• Jan. 4 - 8: All students 
DK-12 virtual

• Jan. 11 and beyond: Re-
turn to instructional op-
tions that include DK-5 face 
to face, 6-8 cohort model, 
9-12 hybrid model, or Oil-
ers Online based on fam-
ily choice

“I know this decision 
presents challenges for 
many families and for that 
I am truly sorry,” Verleger 
said. “Based on our collab-
oration with the Central 

Michigan District Health 
Department, we believe 
this is the safest route for 
our students and staff.”

School district staff 
members will continue in-
structing students in a vir-
tual setting and families 
can contact their respective 
student’s school offices for 
academic assistance.

If any families experi-
ences any COVID-19 re-
lated health concerns, they 
can contact the MPPS CO-
VID Team for any questions 
regarding the appropriate 
response to a potential ex-
posure. The MPPS COVID 
Team can be reached at 
989-775-2301.

“As we move into flu sea-
son, now more than ever, 
please take the simple nec-
essary precautions to slow 
the spread of COVID and 
other f lu-like illnesses: 
wash your hands fre-
quently, mask up and main-
tain social distance when-
ever possible,” Verleger said. 
“Thank you for your contin-
ued support of our students 
and staff.”

For more information, 
visit mtpleasantschools.net.

Schools
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By David Eggert
The Associated Press

LANSING » Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer said Thursday 
that her administration 
may extend portions of 
a three-week par-
tial shutdown of 
schools and busi-
nesses next week 
because of the 
“sheer volume” of 
coronavirus cases 
in Michigan.

The Democratic 
governor said no 
decision had been 
made, but that hospitals 
can’t be overrun with CO-
VID-19 patients. Although 
the infection curve has 
leveled off, it is a “danger-
ous moment” for the state, 
she said.

“As we get a few more 
days of information un-
der our belts, we’ll be in 
a much stronger position 
to really assess if there are 
some things that maybe 
are safer to do,” Whitmer 
said during a news con-
ference in which she re-
ported continued progress 
addressing virus-related 
racial disparities. “But if 
we have to make some ex-
tensions of the current 
pause in some realms, 
that is sadly possible be-
cause of just the sheer vol-
ume of COVID” cases.

The state health depart-
ment’s order — aimed at 
indoor gatherings — 
closed high schools to 
in-person instruction, 
stopped organized sports, 
prohibited indoor restau-
rant dining and closed 
various entertainment 
businesses such as movie 
theaters and bowling al-
leys. 

It will end late Tuesday 
unless extended, which 

was commonplace for 
stay-at-home and other 
restrictions earlier in the 
pandemic.

Disparities
A governor-created 

task force on CO-
VID-19 racial dis-
parities released 
an interim re-
port showing that 
Black residents 
continue to no 
longer be dispro-
portionately in-
fected and killed 
by the virus like 

they were in the spring. 
It confirms preliminary 
findings from late Sep-
tember.

The case rate per 1 mil-
lion Black residents was 
59 in September and Oc-
tober, down from 176 in 
March and April. The 
death rate dropped sub-
stantially, from 21.7 per 1 
million to one per 1 mil-
lion.

The next steps include 
tackling disparities in in-
ternet access, increasing 
enrollment in health in-
surance plans, expand-
ing mobile testing sites in 
Grand Rapids, Lansing, 
Flint and Muskegon, and 
sending a letter to medical 
providers about dispari-
ties affecting patients. The 
testing sites will be able 
to offer other health ser-
vices, including vaccine 
distribution.

“The work is not done,” 
said the task force’s chair-
man, Lt. Gov. Garlin Gil-
christ II.

Deaths
The state reported 175 

additional deaths, includ-
ing 63 in the most recent 
24-hour period and 112 
from a records review.

STATE

Whitmer may extend 
partial shutdown of 
schools, businesses

Whitmer

By Kathleen Ronayne
The Associated Press

S AC R A M E N T O, C A L I F. » 
Vice President-elect Ka-
mala Harris has named 
Tina Flournoy, a veteran 
Democratic strat-
egist and aide to 
the Clintons, as her 
chief of staff, the 
transition team an-
nounced Thursday.

Flournoy’s ap-
pointment as Har-
ris’ top staffer adds 
to a team of ad-
visers led by Black 
women. Harris, who is of 
Jamaican and Indian her-
itage, is the nation’s first 
female vice president. 
Flournoy joins Ashley Eti-
enne as Harris’ communi-
cations director and Sy-
mone Sanders as her chief 
spokeswoman.

Flournoy has served as 
chief of staff for former 
President Bill Clinton since 
2013. 

That follows a career 
that took her to top posts 
at the Democratic National 
Committee, in the presi-
dential campaigns of for-
mer Vice President Al Gore 
and former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and 
with the American Feder-
ation of Teachers.

Bill Clinton called her 
appointment “great news 
for our country.”

“Tina Flournoy is in-
credibly smart, strong, 
and skillful, with deeply 

rooted values. She’s done 
a wonderful job as my 
chief of staff for nearly 8 
years, and I will miss her—
but I’m thrilled about VP-
elect Harris’ choice,” he 
tweeted.

Harris also an-
nounced Rohini 
Kosoglu as her do-
mestic policy ad-
viser and Nancy 
McEldowney as 
her national secu-
rity adviser. Koso-
glu had served as 
Harris’ top adviser 
during the general 

election campaign. McEld-
owney is a former ambas-
sador to Bulgaria and has 
30 years of service in vari-
ous diplomatic and foreign 
affairs jobs.

“Together with the rest 
of my team, today’s ap-
pointees will work to get 
this virus under control, 
open our economy re-
sponsibly and make sure 
it lifts up all Americans, 
and restore and advance 
our country’s leadership 
around the world,” Harris 
said in a statement.

Former colleagues de-
scribe Flournoy as a no-
nonsense operative who 
has both policy and politi-
cal chops. Matt McKenna, 
who was Bill Clinton’s 
spokesperson from 2007 to 
2015, noted the historic na-
ture of Harris’ candidacy 
and said Flournoy will 
skillfully manage compet-
ing demands for her time.

WASHINGTON

Flournoy

VP-elect Harris 
picks chief of staff
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Judge hears Lakeview restaurant argument in virtual 

court  

State has suspended Chapz Roadhouse liquor license for alleged COVID order violation 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on December 05, 2020  

LAKEVIEW — The attorney for a Lakeview bar and restaurant which continues to offer in-person dining argued 

before an administrative law judge on Friday that the Michigan Liquor Control Commission has no authority to 

enforce a Michigan Department of Health & Human Services epidemic order. 

 

Administrative Law Judge Mike St. John said on Friday that he will issue his opinion on Monday regarding Chapz 

Roadhouse in Lakeview and whether the restaurant violated a state health department epidemic order. — DN Photo | 

Elisabeth Waldon 

Stephen Kallman of Kallman Legal Group in Lansing appeared via Zoom before Judge Mike St. John to argue three 

separate cases Friday, all involving allegations that Michigan dining establishments violated the state health 

department’s no dine-in order — Jimmy’s Roadhouse in Newaygo, Brew Works in Fremont and Chapz Roadhouse in 

Lakeview. The state health department’s three-week no dine-in order is currently set to expire on Tuesday night. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
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The Michigan Liquor Control Commission issued an emergency suspension of Chapz Roadhouse’s liquor license on 

Wednesday, alleging that Chapz violated the state health department order by offering dine-in service and also 

allowing people to gather indoors without requiring them to wear face masks. 

After hearing several hours of arguments involving Chapz and the other similar cases on Friday, Judge St. John said 

he will likely issue his opinion on Monday. 

Dan and Camille Schutte opened Chapz Roadhouse at the intersection of M-46 and M-91 on New Year’s Eve 2018, 

where they employ about dozen people. 

 

During a court hearing on Friday involving Chapz Roadhouse of Lakeview, Michigan Liquor Control Commission 

investigator Marsha Perilloux holds up a sign that she places on the front entrances of bars and restaurants that 

allegedly violate state orders. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission investigator Marsha Perilloux testified during Friday’s court hearing on behalf 

of the Michigan Attorney General’s Office that she visited Chapz the evening of Nov. 21 after being contacted by 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department officials. 

Perilloux testified that she went inside Chapz and ordered macaroni and cheese and a mixed cocktail. She said she 

saw people eating and drinking inside and not wearing face masks (Perilloux admitted she was not wearing a face 

mask herself). She said the restaurant hostess was wearing a face mask but other employees were not (including one 

employee who was wearing a mask pulled down around her chin). 

Perilloux said she called Camille Schutte two days later to inform her of the alleged violations. 

“She expressed her hardship with me,” Perilloux said. “We discussed the reality that her staff can’t survive on 

unemployment. She was very emotional on the phone. She was going to lose everything if she closed down. She was 

very concerned that she stay open and that her staff stay employed, especially with the upcoming holidays.” 

Kallman argued on behalf of Chapz that the Liquor Control Commission is acting outside of its authority by 

attempting to enforce the Department of Health & Human Services order. 
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Attorney Stephen Kallman of Kallman Legal Group argued Friday on behalf of Chapz Roadhouse that the Michigan 

Liquor Control Commission does not have the authority to enforce a Michigan Department of Health & Human 

Services epidemic order regarding the Lakeview bar and restaurant. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Kallman referred to the Associated Builders & Contractors lawsuit against Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, in which a 

Michigan Court of Claims judge ruled that Whitmer exceeded her authority when she set possible additional penalties 

for employers who violated her executive orders (Whitmer’s executive orders were later found to be unconstitutional). 

In another similar court hearing Friday involving Jimmy’s Roadhouse in Newaygo, Kallman asked Perilloux whether 

she found any Liquor Control Commission violations at either Jimmy’s or Chapz and she said no. 

“Is it fair to say the only reason you believe there may be a health and safety issue there is because (MDHHS) 

Director (Robert) Gordon’s order exists?” Kallman asked. 

“Yes,” Perilloux responded. 

“All we have here today are alleged violations of Director Gordon’s order,” Kallman summarized, reiterating that this 

was not within the Liquor Control Commission’s scope of authority. “I think it’s inappropriate to bootstrap other 

statutory schemes into the Liquor Control Code. There’s nothing in the Liquor Control Code about anything that our 

client violated. There’s nothing about masks in the Liquor Control Code, there’s nothing that restaurants can be shut 

down for three weeks. All of those arise from Director Gordon’s order, not the Liquor Control Code. The only reason 

that we’re here is because of Director Gordon’s order.” 

The attorney for the Attorney General’s Office on Friday argued that the Associated Builders & Contractors was a 

“completely different factual scenario” than the cases involving restaurants and requested that the judge fine Chapz 

the maximum fine of $600 and also suspend the restaurant’s liquor license for an additional 60 days behind the final 

order. 

“My client has a terrible choice to make — either stay open and face this action of everything she has to go through, 

or close and lose her life’s work and business,” Kallman told the judge. 
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“I know it’s incredibly difficult for restaurants and for other businesses too,” the judge said, but he noted that most 

employees at Chapz don’t appear to be wearing face masks. 

“Having a mask around her chin is akin to not wearing a mask at all,” the judge said of a Chapz employee. “There 

clearly wasn’t a policy there of ‘we’re going to stay open, but we’re going to to do this as safely as we can.’ They’re 

advertising on their sign, ‘hey, we’re open, come on in.’” 
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By CMU Communications 

 Troutman Hall,  part of the original 
Towers residence hall complex at Cen-
tral Michigan University — will receive 
an upgrade next year.

Today, the CMU Board of Trustees 
approved improvements to the hall’s 
living-learning experience for student 
residents. The $4.9 million transfor-
mation, which will begin next year, 
will change the hall’s four-person 
rooms into two-person suites with two 
full-size beds. Many interior features 
also will receive a facelift, and Trout-
man’s infrastructure, look and feel will 
be modernized.

The upgrades are similar to that of 
Carey Hall, which was remodeled last 
year and reopened to students this fall. 
The Troutman project will begin in the 
summer, and the hall will reopen for 
students in 2022.

Troutman Hall’s four-person rooms 
will become two-person suites with 
full-size beds.

The board also voted to authorize 
the university to suspend the use of the 
current responsibility center manage-
ment budget model — a model that has 
been in place at CMU for more than 
two decades — for a universitywide 
review. Nick Long, CMU’s vice pres-
ident for finance and administrative 
services, said that in order to be effec-
tive, this budget model must be reas-
sessed at least bi-annually, with a ma-
jor review every five to six years. The 
last time an internal review was done 
at CMU was 2013.

“Given the numerous changes to our 
environment, such as declining enroll-

ment and state funding, changing stu-
dent demographics, and new opportu-
nities for programs, it is critical that 
we make important and strategic ad-
justments for the next fiscal year,” 
Long said. “Therefore, this is an im-
portant step so that the university can 
strategically and effectively allocate re-
sources while reviewing and proposing 
necessary changes to the current bud-
get model to better further the univer-
sity’s strategic goals. We look forward 
to engaging our campus community 
in this effort.”

Thursday’s meeting also was the last 
for Trustees Tricia Keith and William 
Weideman; both have served on the 
board since January 2013.

Keith, president of Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Michigan’s emerging mar-
kets division, has served as chair of 
the board the past two years. She 
also served as vice chair from 2015 
through 2018 and as a leading member 

MT. PLEASANT

CMU board approves residence hall upgrade

PHOTOS COURTESY ‘SAVE THE BLANCHARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’ FACEBOOK PAGE

Cleanup at Blanchard Elementary School. 

Some items taken out of the former school. 

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Plans to turn the for-
mer Blanchard Elemen-
tary School into a commu-
nity center move forward.

The former school was 
vacated in 2008 but ef-
forts from Kimberly Camp 
Smith and her Facebook 
group ‘Save the Blanchard 
Elementary School’ were 
made in order to turn the 
building into community 
center. In Jan. 2020, the 
building was purchased 
by former Blanchard res-
ident Rolland Courser for 
around $40,000.

After months of figuring 
out ownership details and 
dealing with some vandal-
ization issues within the 
building, the group has 
recently turned in paper-
work that would help de-
clare them a non-profit or-
ganization.

“We are back on track 

with creating a commu-
nity center. Our 501c3 pa-
perwork has been turned 
into the IRS,” Smith said. 
“We have begun the clean 
up and filled one dumpster 
and we had another dump-
ster delivered Monday. We 
are very excited and feel 
very hopeful.”

The community centers 
is expected to be named 
‘The Courser Community 
Center’ which was agreed 
on when Courser bought 
the building.

Donations can be made 
through Isabella Bank di-
rectly to the account or 
they can mail in a check 
to The Courser Commu-
nity Center, P.O. Box 93, 
Blanchard, MI 49310.

For those interested in 
updates on the project, join 
the ‘Save the Blanchard El-
ementary School’ Facebook 
page.

“We will be posting fi-

BLANCHARD

MOVING FORWARD

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Eight new deaths from COVID-19 were re-
ported around mid-Michigan Friday, including 
one in Gratiot County. Meanwhile, an outbreak 
in a Gratiot prison has infected three quarters 
of its inmates.

The county’s total number of deaths, according 
to the Michigan Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, currently stands at 37. Mid-Mich-
igan District Health Department confirmed 36 
of them on Friday.

Information for five deaths was available, three 
elderly men and two elderly women, said Leslie 
Kinnee, MMDHD spokeswoman. The men were 
in their 70s, the women were in their 80s.

It is not unusual, especially as the current wave 
of the pandemic has worsened, for information 
to take time to get reported to local health de-
partments.

At its 3 p.m. update, MDHHS reported 1,673 
confirmed cases.

That doesn’t include cases at the two prisons 
in Gratiot County, Central Michigan Correctional 
Facility and St. Louis Correctional Facility.

The Michigan Department of Corrections re-
ports that just less than 75 percent of the inmates 
at CMCF have had a confirmed case of COVID-19. 
That is 1,988 of 2,655, with all but five coming 
from in an outbreak that started in November. In 
addition, 188 members of its staff have contracted 
the disease throughout the pandemic.

Two of the inmates have died.

Three-
quarters of 
inmates at 
Gratiot prison 
infected

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

The Michigan State Police (MSP) are alerting 
consumers of a scam claiming to be from Ama-
zon and Apple.

According to a press release from the MSP, the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) announced yes-
terday that scammers are calling consumers and 
posing as both Amazon and Apple representa-
tives. Scammers will call stating that there is a 
suspicious purchase, lost package, or unfilled or-
der or there is an issue with an iCloud account.

In both scenarios, the scammers say people 
can conveniently press 1 to speak with a cus-
tomer service representative or provide a num-
ber to call. Do NOT do either, it is a scam, the 
press release states. This is an attempt to steal 
personal information, like an account password 
or credit card number.

If anyone gets an unexpected call or message 
about a problem with any accounts, hang up. The 
MSP also adds:

• Do NOT press 1 to speak with customer sup-
port

Michigan State Police 
warn of scam calls
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

March 4, 1957 – De-
cember 2, 2020 Tim
Hilliard, age 63, passed
away on Wednesday,
December 2, 2020 at
Mid-Michigan Medi-
cal Center – Midland,
Michigan after a brief
illness. He was born
on March 4, 1957 the
son of Billy Gene and
Elda Leigh (Crittenden)
Hilliard at Gratiot Com-
munity Hospital, Alma,
Michigan. Tim was a
retired Truck Driver,
and a former Oil Field

Driller. He enjoyed spending time at 8 Point Lake
with his family, as well as hunting and working
on automotive engines. Next to his children, his
pride was his 1996 Ford F350. He is survived by
his Mother, Elda of Lake, Mi; three children: Chad
Lee (Cayce) Hilliard of Big Rapids, Mi., Katie Eliz-
abeth Hilliard, and Billy John Hilliard, both of Mt.
Pleasant, Mi.; former spouses, Krista (Kirkey) Mar-
tiny and Julie (Vivian) Hilliard; two sisters, Teryl
Lynn (Jeff) Barker of St. Louis, Mi, and Jaclyn Sue
(Mike) Kirkey of Johnson City, TN; a granddaugh-
ter, Hunter Josephina Hilliard of Big Rapids, Mi
and Step Granddaughter Singer Joy Morra; one
nephew Eugene Vincent Hilliard, III and one niece
Carly Jean Hilliard. Tim was preceded in death
by his grandparents, his father, Billy Gene and his
./3,#(/1 "+$(4( %!4*(4, 7!66!0/)1 55- 54 6!(+ 3' 23&-
ers, his family asks that donations be directed to
local charities in his memory. A memorial service
will be held at a later date. Arrangements are be-
ing coordinated with Clark Family Funeral Chapel,
with internment at Riverside Cemetery, Mt. Pleas-
ant, Michigan. Condolences may be left online at
www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

HILLIARD, TIMOTHY JOHN

LONE TREE, COLO. » A 15-year-old Colorado high school
student and young scientist who has used artificial intel-
ligence and created apps to tackle contaminated drink-
ing water, cyberbullying, opioid addiction and other so-
cial problems has been named Time Magazine’s first-ever
“Kid of the Year.” Gitanjali Rao, a sophomore at STEM
School Highlands Ranch in suburban Denver who lives in
the city of Lone Tree, was selected from more than 5,000
nominees in a process that culminated with a finalists’
committee of children, Time for Kids reporters and co-
median Trevor Noah. Time said Rao stood out for creat-
ing a global community of young innovators and inspir-
ing them to pursue their goals — and that starting with
small innovations doesn’t matter.

— The Associated Press

COLORADO

Student, scientist named
Time’s ‘Kid of the Year’

LONDON » A week of intense trade talks between Brit-
ain and the European Union ended in stalemate Fri-
day, with attention turning to political leaders who will
decide whether significant differences can be bridged.

EU chief negotiator Michel Barnier said he and his
British counterpart, David Frost, had agreed to “pause”
trade negotiations while they brief their political lead-
ers. He tweeted that British Prime Minister Boris John-
son and EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
will discuss the state of play on Saturday.

“The conditions for an agreement are not met, due
to significant divergences on level playing field, gover-
nance and fisheries,” Barnier said.

— The Associated Press

BREXIT

U.K.-EU trade talks ‘paused’; deal still elusive

DUBAI» Saudi Arabia’s top diplomat said Friday that
an end to the yearslong boycott of Qatar by the king-
dom and three other Arab nations “looks in reach” for
all involved, though he offered no details on how this
feud would be resolved. The remarks by Saudi Prince
Faisal bin Farhan followed comments earlier in the day
from Kuwait, which has been mediating in the dispute
and which said that ongoing talks over the crisis have
been “fruitful.” Resolving the dispute could restore
calm among nations at the heart of American defense
strategy in the Middle East, especially as tensions re-
main high with Iran and as President-elect Joe Biden
is poised to enter the White House next month.

— The Associated Press

SAUDI ARABIA

Diplomat: End to yearslong
Qatar boycott ‘in reach’

ALEXANDRIA, VA. » A computer hacker serving 20 years for
giving the Islamic State group the personal data of more
than 1,300 U.S. government and military personnel has
been granted compassionate release because of the pan-
demic and will be placed in ICE custody for prompt de-
portation, a federal judge ordered. U.S. District Judge Le-
onie M. Brinkema signed the order reducing the sentence
of Ardit Ferizi to time served. Brinkema also ordered the
Bureau of Prisons to immediately place Ferizi in a 14-day
quarantine to ensure he’s not infected with the coronavi-
rus. At the end of the quarantine, Ferizi will be released
into the custody of Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment so he can be deported to Kosovo, the judge ordered.

— The Associated Press

VIRGINIA

Imprisoned hacker ordered
to be released, deported

Leaders of the federal judiciary are working to block bi-
partisan legislation designed to create a national database
of court records that would provide free access to case doc-
uments. Backers of the bill, who are pressing for a House
vote in coming days, envision a streamlined, user-friendly
system that would allow citizens to search for court docu-
ments and dockets without having to pay. Under the cur-
rent system, users pay 10 cents per page to view the public
records through the service known as PACER, an acronym
for Public Access to Court Electronic Records.

“Everyone wants to have a system that is technologi-
cally first class and free,” said Rep. Hank Johnson, D-Ga.

— The Washington Post

WASHINGTON

Free court database
idea opposed by judges

NEW YORK » A fugitive who shot a Massachusetts state
trooper in the hand during a traffic stop two weeks ago
was killed early Friday during a gunfight with U.S. mar-
shals in New York City that left two of the officers wounded.
The two deputy marshals injured in the 5:30 a.m. confron-
tation in the Bronx were treated at a hospital and were ex-
pected to recover. Killed in the shootout was 35-year-old
Andre Sterling, officials said in a prepared release. He was
wanted for shooting the Massachusetts trooper on Nov.
20. City police late Monday morning continued to block
off a four-block area of the tree-lined Bronx neighborhood
of brick row houses and single-family homes.

— The Associated Press

NEW YORK

Fugitive is killed, 2 U.S.
marshals shot in gunfight

of nearly every board com-
mittee through her years of
service.

Some of Keith’s accom-
plishments and contribu-
tions since 2013 include lead-
ing the presidential search
in 2018, resulting in the hir-
ing of President Bob Davies;
providing counsel and lead-
ership throughout the CO-
VID-19 pandemic; and being
the driving force behind a fo-
cus on enterprise risk.

Weideman, retired execu-
tive vice president and chief
financial officer for The Dow
Chemical Company, served
as board chair in 2017 and
2018, and as vice chair in
2016. He, too, led many board
committees and represented
the Board of Trustees on the
CMU Advancement Board,
the Investment Subcommit-
tee and the 2018 Presidential
Search Committee.

Keith and Weideman re-
ceived trustee emeritus rank.

In other business, trustees
approved:

• Four new endowments
and five naming opportuni-
ties.

• Nearly 1,500 December
graduates.

• Deferred maintenance
projects for fiscal year 2022
of $5.7 million.

• Emeritus rank for nine
faculty and staff members.

Trustees extend presi-
dent’s contract

The Board of Trustees re-
views the president’s per-
formance each December
and determines whether to
make a salary adjustment.

Chair Keith said the trustees
are very pleased with Davies’
performance in 2020, partic-
ularly during this incredibly
challenging year. She noted
how he has faced the chal-
lenges of 2020 with compas-
sion, empathy and decisive
candor.

Given the current fis-
cal environment, the board
chose to maintain the presi-
dent’s current base salary for
2021, the same as it has been
since his hire in 2018. They
did, however, vote to autho-
rize Chair Keith to sign an
amendment extending his
contract term through 2025
to reward and retain him.

Davies thanked the trust-
ees, saying, “I sincerely ap-
preciate the support of the
board. My leadership team
and I are ready to move for-
ward boldly and strongly.”

President’s report
In his opening remarks,

Davies congratulated stu-
dents, faculty, staff and com-
munity partners for their ef-
forts to sustain on-campus
living and learning activities
through the fall semester.

“We set out to achieve a
goal many thought impossi-
ble — to hold an on-campus,
in-person fall semester,” Da-
vies said. “And thanks to the
efforts of our entire commu-
nity, we succeeded where so
many other institutions did
not.”

Davies outlined steps the
university took to prioritize
health and safety, including
a robust testing strategy; de-
velopment of a health screen-
ing app; partnership with
local apartment complexes,
landlords and employers;
and collaboration with local

leaders in city and county
government, including law
enforcement and the local
health department.

Davies also recognized
several accomplishments
and achievements, despite
the challenges of the pan-
demic:

• Resumption of practice
and competition for football
and basketball student-ath-
letes.

• Multiple live perfor-
mances by University The-
atre and the School of Mu-
sic, broadcast for virtual au-
diences.

• The 100th anniversary
of the CMU Student Govern-
ment Association.

• The Paragalactic Space
Flight program, developed
by faculty member Alex Re-
dei and students, and show-
cased at Fleischmann Plane-
tarium in Nevada.

• Faculty from the College
of Education and Human
Services leading a statewide
effort to address the digital
learning gap exacerbated by
the ongoing pandemic.

And as the university pre-
pares for winter break, Da-
vies said students, faculty
and staff can find informa-
tion about January’s return
to campus on the Fired Up
for Spring website, which
launched this week.

Election of board
officers

Trustees concluded to-
day’s meeting by electing
board officers for 2021. Rich-
ard K. Studley was elected
board chair, and Robert F.
Wardrop II and Michael A.
Sandler were elected vice
chairs.

Upgrade
FROM PAGE 1

nancial needs as they come up and work bee’s where we
would welcome volunteers to participate with us in the
cleaning up process,” Smith said.

Plan
FROM PAGE 1

COURTESY ‘SAVE THE BLANCHARD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’ FACEBOOK PAGE

Cleanup at Blanchard Elementary School.

• Do NOT call any phone
number they give out

• Do NOT give out per-
sonal information

If anyone believes there

is a legitimate problem with
their accounts, contact the
company using the correct
contact number for cus-
tomer service and support.
Share this information with
family members including
the elderly who are often
subject to become victims
of these types of scams.

Calls
FROM PAGE 1

A smaller outbreak has
taken place at St. Louis
Correctional Facility, with
337 inmates recently in-
fected and 42 previously
infected. In addition, a
total of 51 staff have con-
tracted the disease since
the pandemic started.

No additional deaths
were reported Friday in ei-
ther Isabella or Clare coun-
ties; Isabella’s total stands
at 25; in Clare County, it is
26. New cases increased in
Isabella County by 26 for a
cumulative total of 2,436;

in Clare County, an addi-
tional 25 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative
total of 782.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, seven new deaths
were reported in three
counties. They, and cumu-
lative case numbers are as
follows:

• Three additional
deaths were reported in
Montcalm County for a
total of 31, and an addi-
tional 62 confirmed cases
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 2,095;

• Two additional deaths
were reported in Gladwin
County for a total of 13,
and an additional 22 cases
were reported for a cumu-

lative total of 795;
• Two additional deaths

were reported in Mid-
land County for a total of
28, and an additional 48
cases were reported for a
cumulative total of In Me-
costa County new cases in-
creased by 20 bringing its
cumulative total to 2,789;
and,

• In Mecosta County
new cases increased by
27 bringing its cumula-
tive total to 2,768, with 11
deaths.

Statewide, another 81
deaths were reported for a
total of 9,661, and another
8,689 cases were reported
Tuesday for a cumulative
total of 389,032.

Cases
FROM PAGE 1

NATION+WORLD

STATE BRIEF

LANSING» The Michi-
gan appeals court turned
down an appeal Friday
from President Donald
Trump’s campaign in a
challenge to how absen-
tee ballots were handled
in Detroit and other is-
sues. In a brief order, the
court said the lawsuit
fails because Michigan’s
election results, includ-
ing Joe Biden’s 154,000-
vote victory over Trump,
were certified on Nov. 23,
a week before the cam-
paign filed an appellate
brief. The court said the
president’s only recourse
was a recount, but that
has passed, too.

— The Associated Press

Appeals court:
Trump election
challenge is moot

By Teo Armus
The Washington Post

In the complex dance of
the solar system, two celes-
tial bodies about to part-
ner up.

Jupiter and Saturn often
look far apart - two sepa-
rate specks puncturing dif-
ferent parts of the night
sky. But later this month,
the two largest planets in
the solar system will come
so close to each other that
they may appear to be
overlapping, according to
NASA, creating a kind of
“double planet” that has
not been visible since the
Middle Ages.

The once-in-a-lifetime
sight is the product of an
astronomical event known
as a “conjunction,” in which
two objects line up with
each other in the sky. When
it involves Jupiter and Sat-
urn catching up to each
other, it’s sometimes called
a “great conjunction.”

“You can actually see
it with your own eye. It
doesn’t have to be mea-
sured with sophisticated
instruments,” Michael
Brown, an astronomer at
Monash University in Aus-
tralia, told The Washington
Post. “The two objects are
appearing very close in the
sky but ultimately they’re
very far away from each
other.”

While Jupiter and Sat-
urn will be separated on
Dec. 21 by 0.1 degrees, or
less than a third of the
moon’s width, the two plan-
ets will nonetheless remain
separated by about 450 mil-
lion miles in space, he said.

Emily Lakdawalla, a
freelance space writer,
said planetary orbits can
be compared to a kind of
running track, with the sun
in the middle. If Jupiter is
running in circles closer to
the inside, Saturn is walk-
ing at a slower pace fur-
ther out.

“Jupiter is lapping Sat-
urn,” she said.

Given the pace of their
orbits - Jupiter takes about
12 Earth years to circle the
sun compared to Saturn’s
30 - the two actually align
in their paths roughly every
two decades.

But there’s a catch: Be-
cause each track has a
slightly different tilt, very
close conjunctions like the
one set for later this month
are rare. The last time Sat-

urn and Jupiter were close
enough to create a “double
planet” seen from Earth
was in March 1226, Brown
said.

The two planets came
equally close in 1623, but
that phenomenon was im-
possible to see from Earth
because of glare from the
sun, he added. So the con-
junction later this month
will be an extraordinarily
rare event.

Since the summer, Jupi-
ter and Saturn have been
getting closer to one an-
other, often visible at dusk,
low in the western sky.
Right around the solstice,
they may appear as one
overlapping body above the
horizon.

Luckily, the Earth will
not need to await another
eight centuries to view
another “double planet.”
Given the tilts of each or-
bit, the next conjunction
will actually be visible in
2080, according to projec-
tions from Rice University
astronomer Patrick Harti-
gan.

But for many, this year
will mark their first and
only opportunity to get a
glimpse of the two plan-
ets seemingly merging to-
gether in the sky. Alan
Duffy, the lead scientist
at the Royal Institution
of Australia, recommends
that stargazers hoping to
get a clear view of both
Jupiter and Saturn might
want to look west before
then.

Jupiter, Saturn to form
first ‘double planet’ in
nearly 800 years

SPACE

The once-
in-a-lifetime
sight is the
product of an
astronomical
event
known as a
“conjunction,”
in which two
objects line
up with each
other in the
sky. When
it involves
Jupiter and
Saturn
catching up
to each other,
it’s sometimes
called a “great
conjunction.”
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Demand drives development in health
care, five developments to watch,
importance of shopping local and how
small business has adapted to the pan-
demic are all part of our TRANSFORM
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A police officer’s arm was around
Nakia-Renne Wallace’s throat as po-
lice and protesters clashed this sum-
mer following a fatal police shooting
during months of marches against po-
lice brutality. A photo would circulate
online making the exact arm place-
ment clear. 

But police say the photo isn’t quite
what it seems — not a chokehold, but
just a brief moment when a sanctioned
restraint tactic fell out of place when
the officer fell amid a melee.

They’ve exonerated the officer;
Wallace calls the account “erasure” in
what was clearly a chokehold. 

That is one of 16 conclusions police
drew from 33 probes into conduct in
the protests, which Christopher Grav-
eline, director of professional stan-
dards and constitutional policy for the
Detroit Police Department, revealed to
the Detroit Free Press this week.

Thirty-nine possible complainants
have been identified. Seventeen cases 

Statuses of
33 cases of
alleged cop
misconduct 
Judgments made on use
of pepper spray, batons

Darcie Moran Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISCONDUCT, Page 12A

Finally, a bright spot in the coronavirus pandemic 
that has killed thousands in Michigan since March. Vac-
cines are nearly ready, and the first doses could arrive any
day.

But getting enough vaccine distributed to quell the pan-
demic won’t be easy. It will require overcoming series of
challenges — scaling up production, finding subzero freez-
ers, assuaging the fears of a wary public.

It won’t be fast. It will be months before the general pub-
lic has access to the vaccine and even longer before the vi-
rus’ threat is abated.

Experts agree achieving mass immunization to COVID-
19 will be more of a trickle than a shot.

CORONAVIRUS IN MICHIGAN

How state plans to
distribute vaccine

A lab tech at Sparrow Laboratories in Lansing runs tests on biological specimens on Wednesday.
PHOTOS BY MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Mike Little carries a tray of specimens to
be tested for coronavirus on Wednesday
at Sparrow Laboratories in Lansing.

Health care workers, nursing home
residents first to get limited doses

Carol Thompson and Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See VACCINE, Page 7A
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“There’s no question. This will be the
most massive undertaking of vaccine
distribution that anyone has had to
oversee, maybe ever,” Michigan Chief
Medical Executive Dr. Joneigh Khaldun
said. “At least in a century.”

For months, health experts around
the world have prepared for that mas-
sive undertaking. Now it’s time for them
to execute their plans.

The vaccine is coming and local
health departments are coordinating
with the state, said Marcus Cheatham,
health officer for the Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department. The first vac-
cines could be available by the end of
the year but may be only a dribble at
first.

“They’re now saying ramp up quick-
ly,” Cheatham said.

All eyes on CDC as committee
decides on vaccine plan

Lots of what happens in Michigan
will be determined by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Advi-
sory Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices, a federal committee that recom-
mends to doctors how vaccines should
be administered in the U.S., who should
receive them, when and how many dos-
es.

On Wednesday, the committee
determined the first people to get the
vaccine will be health care workers and
long-term care facility residents. 

Vaccinating health care workers
means hospitals could avoid staffing
shortages that could hurt their ability to
treat patients with the coronavirus or
other ailments. Vaccinating long-term
care facility residents means protecting
people who are at high risk of infection,
hospitalization, severe disease and
death.

“It makes perfect sense that the top
priority would be health care workers,”
AARP Michigan spokesperson Mark
Hornbeck said. “It’s like when you’re on
the airplane and they tell you about the
breathing apparatus, to help yourself
first before you try to help others.”

The vaccine panel proposed that the
groups to follow health care workers
would be essential workers such as
teachers, firefighters, farmers and po-
lice officers. Then would come adults
over 65 and adults with high-risk med-
ical conditions.

Roughly 570,000 people work in the
health care and social assistance fields
in Michigan, according to an October
state labor market report. Another
58,000 work in education.

About 1.8 million, or 18% of the state’s
roughly 10 million residents, are 65 or
older, according to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau. 

That’s a lot of people in line for a lim-
ited number of doses, said Todd Beld-
ing, Sparrow Health System director of
pharmacy. It could take months before
the vaccine is available for the general
public. 

Scaling up vaccine production will
take time, verification

Getting vaccines ready for distribu-

tion isn’t as easy as it sounds and it is
unknown if manufacturers can meet the
volume demanded.

“It’s not a given that this platform can
be scaled up,” said Andrea Amalfitano,
dean of the Michigan State University
College of Osteopathic Medicine.

The big unknown is whether vaccine
manufacturers can scale up their pro-
duction from tens of thousands doses to
tens of millions without losing the con-
sistency of the product, Amalfitano
said. Just because a company can make
10,000 doses within quality standards
doesn’t mean the same process will
work for 100,000.

It’s not like manufacturing a car,
where more pieces can just get stamped
out once a design is final, Amalfitano
said. Vaccines require constant valida-
tion, monitoring of potential contami-
nants and maintaining quality stan-
dards, he said.

“You really have to be cautious every
step of the way,” Amalfitano said.

People shouldn’t be concerned man-
ufacturers are rushing the process and
avoiding their typical production and
validation steps, Amalfitano said. It’s
just going to take time to verify the prod-
uct before it is ready.

As production scale increases, the ti-
meframe, even though accelerated,
can’t be eliminated, Amalfitano said.

“You can’t just open a spigot,” he said.
Pfizer and Moderna have applied to

the Food and Drug Administration for
authorization to distribute a vaccine,
USA Today reported. The United King-
dom this week approved the use of Pfiz-
er’s vaccine.

Timing: Who gets the vaccine and
when

Michigan could get its first shipment
of vaccine doses as early as this month,
Khaldun said.

Once they arrive, the doses will be
distributed evenly through the state,
Belding said. He said hospital systems
and large health departments will get
the first round of doses so they can dis-
tribute them to their employees.

Coronavirus vaccines eventually will
be administered through the traditional
places people get vaccines, such as hos-
pitals, health departments, doctors’ of-
fices and pharmacies, Khaldun said.

That’s when staffing becomes the big
question, Cheatham said. If the corona-
virus is surging when the vaccine is
ready for distribution, hospital and pub-
lic health workers will be too busy treat-
ing patients and tracking outbreaks to

juggle vaccinations, too.
Other groups, like pharmacies or

emergency services groups, would need
to step in.

That’s the “worst-case scenario,” he
said. 

“We’d have to cobble together a local
network of who can fill in and help out,”
he said.

The first challenge: Freezer space

When news of Pfizer’s vaccine broke,
the fact it needed to be stored at 70 de-
grees below zero sent a chill through
some in the health community. Ingham
County Health Officer Linda Vail said
that issue is not as problematic as peo-
ple think.

Freezers capable of keeping a vaccine
at 70 degrees below zero are fairly com-
mon, Vail said. Any commercial labora-
tory, major hospital system or research
institute has them, she said.

“It’s not a rare commodity,” Vail said.
“Yes, we have availability of those freez-
ers.”

The state positioned freezers at 48
hospitals and 12 local health depart-
ments, Khaldun said Tuesday during a
media briefing. She did not give specif-
ics about exactly where those freezers
are located.

“We’re really worried about rural
areas not having freezers,” Cheatham
said.

Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm coun-
ties are close enough to hospitals in
Lansing, Saginaw and Grand Rapids
that it may not become an issue,
Cheatham said. Health departments 
are working with other local partners to
see if the equipment is available, he
said.

Anne Barna, spokesperson for the
Barry-Eaton District Health Depart-
ment, said officials anticipate getting
the vaccine and distributing it quickly
within the 15-day window it can be out
of the below zero temperatures.

“They have let us know that we don’t
need to purchase any additional equip-
ment beyond what we already have,”
Barna said.

Khaldun said the same. She ac-
knowledged storage would be a chal-
lenge, since Pfizer’s vaccine requires
very cold temperatures, but said health
officials don’t want to leave the vaccines
in storage for long.

“We expect for these doses to really
get out to people’s arms as quickly as
possible once they are received,” she
said.

Moderna’s vaccine only needs to be

frozen if it is stored for a long time.

The second challenge: A wary
public

At least 65% of a community needs to
be vaccinated in order to achieve “herd
immunity,” Khaldun said. That means
enough people would be immune to CO-
VID-19, making it less likely to spread
throughout a community.

Getting there could be a long road.
The vaccine needs to be widely available
and widely used for the pandemic to
end.

“It may be some time, well into 2021,
before we start seeing a significant im-
pact of the vaccine on our cases,” Khal-
dun said.

But some people, particularly in
Michigan routinely don’t get vaccines
recommended by doctors. Last year,
Michigan tied at 11th in states with the
most kindergartners with vaccine waiv-
ers for diseases such as measles, polio
and chicken pox.

Belding recognizes the race to devel-
op a vaccine and deploy it during a pan-
demic may make people more wary than
usual.

But they don’t need to be, he said.
Outside of a sore arm and possible fa-
tigue, there are no immediate side ef-
fects.

“We know that the vaccine works,” he
said. “They’ve been through phase-two
clinical trials that show both vaccines
are roughly 95% effective either 7 or 14
days after they are done administering
the second dose.”

Asked if he’ll get a dose once he’s al-
lowed, Belding answered with an en-
thusiastic yes. 

“I will most definitely get the vaccine
as soon as I am eligible,” he said. “I’m a
strong believer in vaccines.”

2021 brings hope and unknowns

There is a lot that’s unknown. It’s un-
clear how long immunity lasts and
whether people will need shots once,
every few years or annually in order to
be protected. It’s unclear whether the
vaccine will be appropriate for children
or pregnant or breastfeeding women.

Those are things the CDC immuniza-
tion panel will determine in the coming
weeks, Belding said. 

It’s also unclear whether there will be
long-term side effects, Belding said, al-
though he said it’s unlikely there will be. 

“We don’t normally expect them, but
we won’t know that until the studies are
complete,” he said.

A coronavirus vaccine could be more
effective than a typical flu shot because
it’s designed knowing what to target,
Amalfitano said. A flu vaccine is de-
signed in anticipation of what that
year’s strain could look like, he said.

“The flu is a different situation,” he
said. “(The vaccine) is produced well
before the population is infected with
that year’s flu.”

There also is a lot we do know. Masks
and social distancing are key to slowing
the case spread, and that remains true
through the several months it will take
to distribute the vaccine. 

“We are almost there,” Khaldun said.
“If everyone can just hold on and keep
doing the right thing, there is a vaccine
coming and 2021 will be much better
2020.”

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who received her flu shot in August, encouraged Michiganders to get a flu shot this year. COURTESY OF MICHIGAN STATE POLICE
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Judge suspends Lakeview restaurant’s liquor license; 

defense attorney to appeal  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on December 09, 2020  

 

Administrative Law Judge Mike St. John on Monday ordered Chapz Roadhouse’s liquor license be suspended for 60 

days, plus a $600 fine for the Lakeview bar and restaurant. In his order, the judge referred to “the extremely serious 

nature of the violations, the failure to operate safely and the continued and ongoing failure to comply with the Public 

Health Emergency Order.” — DN file photo 

LAKEVIEW — An administrative law judge on Monday suspended the liquor license of a Lakeview bar and 

restaurant for continuing to offer dine-in service; while on the same day, the Michigan Department of Health & 

Human Services extended its no dine-in order through Dec. 20. 

Judge Mike St. John heard arguments from the Michigan Attorney General’s Office last Friday, as well as from 

defense attorney Stephen Kallman on behalf of Dan and Camille Schutte, the owners of Chapz Roadhouse at M-46 

and M-91 in Lakeview. 

The Michigan Liquor Control Commission issued an emergency suspension of Chapz Roadhouse’s liquor license on 

Dec. 2, alleging that Chapz violated the state health department order by offering dine-in service and also allowing 

people to gather indoors without requiring them to wear face masks. 

On Monday, the judge agreed, ordering that Chapz’s liquor license be suspended for 60 days and also ordering a $600 

fine for the bar and restaurant — the maximum penalty. In his order, the judge referred to “the extremely serious 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

nature of the violations, the failure to operate safely and the continued and ongoing failure to comply with the Public 

Health Emergency Order.” 

Kallman argued that the Liquor Control Commission is acting outside of its authority by attempting to enforce the 

Department of Health & Human Services order and referred to the Associated Builders & Contractors lawsuit against 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, in which a Michigan Court of Claims judge ruled that Whitmer exceeded her authority when 

she set possible additional penalties for employers who violated her executive orders (Whitmer’s executive orders 

were later found to be unconstitutional). 

However, the judge in his written ruling disagreed. 

“ABC v Whitmer is distinguishable from this case,” St. John wrote. “In ABC, the Court of Claims ruled that it was 

not permitted to add penalties found in another statute into an executive order. That is not what occurred here. Unlike 

(Whitmer’s) Executive Order 2020-97 which references a MIOSHA statute, the Nov. 15, 2020, Public Health Order 

does not reference the Michigan Liquor Control Code. Had the Public Health Order made a violation of that order a 

per se violation of the Liquor Control Code, that would have been impermissible. The Nov. 15, 2020, order did not do 

so.” 

The judge expressed sympathy for the hardships that restaurants are facing throughout the pandemic, but he noted that 

the owners of Chapz have made no attempt to take “even the most basic” safety measures while remaining open. 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission investigator Marsha Perilloux testified during last Friday’s court hearing that 

she visited Chapz the evening of Nov. 21 after being contacted by Mid-Michigan District Health Department officials. 

Perilloux said she went inside Chapz and ordered macaroni and cheese and a mixed cocktail. She said she saw people 

eating and drinking inside and not wearing face masks (Perilloux admitted she was not wearing a face mask herself). 

She said the restaurant hostess was wearing a face mask but other employees were not (including one employee who 

was wearing a mask pulled down around her chin). 

“There is no dispute that the COVID-19 pandemic has hit some industries and groups harder than others,” St. John 

wrote. “Restaurant owners and employees have been hit especially hard. Many restaurants have been forced to close; 

some of these restaurants will not reopen. Restaurant employees have lost wages and jobs. 

 



 

Attorney Stephen Kallman of Kallman Legal Group says he and the owners of Chapz Roadhouse in Lakeview will 

appeal the administrative judge’s decision. –—DN file photo 

However, “This licensee made no attempt to implement even the most basic and essential safety measure to combat 

this deadly disease: requiring wearing masks,” St. John wrote. “It is necessarily difficult to have customers wear 

masks while eating and drinking, but it is entirely possible, reasonable and essential to have staff wear masks while 

serving their customers. The licensee did not require staff to wear masks, completely undermining restaurants’ best 

argument that they should be allowed to remain open: that they can and will operate safely.” 

Kallman told the Daily News that he and the Schuttes will definitely be appealing the ruling to the Montcalm County 

Circuit Court. 

“These issues are new, these laws have never been used for pandemics before, so there’s not much case law about the 

limits of what they can do,” Kallman noted. “We think the Liquor Control Commission is acting outside their 

authority and that they’re exceeding the power that the legislature has given them.” 

The judge’s full written order can be read at www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/CV-508762_-

_Chapz_Roadhouse_LLC_709880_7.pdf online. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/CV-508762_-_Chapz_Roadhouse_LLC_709880_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/lara/CV-508762_-_Chapz_Roadhouse_LLC_709880_7.pdf
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NEVER CLEAN YOUR
GUTTERS AGAIN®

15% OFF
Gutter Helmet® Installation
Offer expires 11/30/2020.

(517) 897-9028
Call For A No-Obligation Estimate Today

Serving Lansing and Battle Creek

 The nose of Gutter Helmet® extends past the lip of your gutters. There are no
vertical openings for leaves, pine needles or other debris to enter.

 The patented, flow-limiting ribbed design on Gutter Helmet® slows and spreads
water, causing it to sheet instead of bead. Adding ribs to Gutter Helmet also
increases the strength without adding weight.

 Gutter Helmet’s patented texturing process provides amazing strength from
a lighter panel, reducing the weight and stress on your gutters. When installing
over our patented 50-gauge brackets, Gutter Helmet® supports even the heaviest
snow loads! Texturing also increases rain-handling performance by up to 60% over
smooth panels.

 The patented PermaLife™ coating will not fade, will not chalk and is not affected
by corrosive acid rain. This Teflon®-like coating has special additives that work
overtime to help prevent the dirt and organic build-up common to other products.

 Professional Gutter Helmet® installers know that each house is unique. Three
patented brackets allow the installer to customize Gutter Helmet® for your home.
All brackets reinforce your existing, full-size gutters, and support even the heaviest
snow loads.

 3/8” inch horizontal gap means no slots or screens to clog. It is also the ideal
spacing to handle the heaviest rains but keep birds and debris out.
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Two men were injured in separate
shootings late Monday and early
Tuesday, police said.

Lansing police were called to the
intersection of McCullough and Per-
kins streets at 9:23 p.m. Monday and
found a 41-year-old man who had
been shot in the arm, Lansing Public
Information Director Robert Merritt
said.

The man told police he was in his
vehicle when he was shot by some-
one in another vehicle, Merritt said.
The suspect fled after the shooting,
he said. His injury was not life-
threatening.

Several hours later, at 3:39 a.m.
Tuesday, police were called to the
1700 block of Maplewood Avenue for
a shots fired report, Merritt said. Of-
ficers didn’t find a victim but did lo-
cate shell casings.

As officers investigated, they
were told about a man with a gun-
shot wound who had been dropped
off at a local hospital, Merritt said.

The victim, a 22-year-old man
who was shot in the leg, did not co-
operate with police and initially gave
a false location for the shooting.

Police don’t believe either shoot-
ing was random. Both investigations
remain pending and no one has been
arrested.

Anyone with information about
either shooting can call Lansing Po-
lice Department at 517-483-4600.

Contact reporter Kara Berg at 517-
377-1113 or kberg@lsj.com. Follow her
on Twitter @karaberg95.

2 hurt in
separate
Lansing
shootings
overnight 
Kara Berg
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

WATERTOWN TWP. – Royal Scot’s li-
quor licenses and other permits have
been suspended after the business re-
mained open despite new statewide re-
strictions meant to slow the spread of
COVID-19. 

The Michigan Liquor Control Com-
mission on Monday issued an emergen-
cy suspension order for the bowling al-
ley’s Class C and Specially Designated
Merchant liquor licenses as well as vari-
ous other permits. 

Bowling alleys and similar entertain-
ment centers were ordered to close as
part of statewide restrictions that took
effect Nov. 18 and will last until at least
Dec. 20. 

An investigator called three times to
confirm Royal Scot was still open for
bowling and “could hear what sounded

like bowling balls rolling and pins falling
in the background,” according to the
emergency suspension order.

The investigator identified herself
during the third call and asked to speak
to Todd Kwiecien, a co-owner. 

Kwiecien told the investigator “he had
a right to be open and operate his busi-
ness,” the order says. 

After that conversations, the investi-
gator went to Royal Scot in person,
where she observed:

h Two men leaving with bowling bags
h A man and a child bowling with two

cups and a straw wrapper on a table be-
hind them. Neither was wearing a mask

h Four men sitting at a table in the bar
area. They were not wearing masks even
though the investigator didn’t see them
eating or drinking. 

“The continued operation of the li-
censed premises allowing indoor gather-
ings, as ‘gathering’ is defined by Order,
and allowing those gatherings without

requiring patrons to wear face masks,
poses an immediate threat to the
health, safety, and welfare of the public
and if allowed to continue is likely to re-
sult in additional significant outbreaks
of COVID-19,” the state order reads.

The Mid-Michigan District Health
Department, which covers Clinton,
Gratiot and Montcalm counties, had
previously issued a warning letter and
cease and desist letter to Royal Scot,
according to the order. 

The state order immediately sus-
pends the liquor licenses and permits
at Royal Scot and directs Kwiecien or
other representatives to report to a vir-
tual hearing at 1 p.m. Friday before an
administrative law judge. 

David Kallman, a Lansing-area at-
torney who is representing the busi-
ness, was not immediately available for
comment. 

Contact reporter Megan Banta at
mbanta@lsj.com. 

Todd “K” Kwiecien, co-owner of Royal Scot Bowling in Lansing, joins others at a rally at the State Capitol on Aug. 12
demanding that the state government allow bowling centers to open. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Royal Scot stays open, has
liquor licenses suspended 
Megan Banta
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN
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