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Sentencings in Isabella 
County Trial Court:

• Jacqueline Bellinger, 
26, Rosebush, invalid op-
erator’s license, $250 fine 
and costs.

• Brody T. Bloch, 18, 
Woodlake, operating 
while visibly impaired-al-
cohol, $675 fine and costs, 
six months’ probation, 30 
days in jail.

• Todd M. Doty, 35, 
Mt. Pleasant, operating 
while intoxicated, $1,125 
fine and costs, 12 months’ 
probation, 30 days in jail.

• Maxwell E. Dudley, 
34, Flint, jostling, $425 
fine and costs.

• Daniel J. Fedewa, 33, 
Mt. Pleasant, domestic vi-
olence second, $125 fine 
and costs, 73 days in jail.

• Justin L. Garrett, 
27, Mt. Pleasant, receiv-
ing and concealing more 
than $200, $275 fine and 
costs, 18 months’ proba-
tion, 129 days in jail; lar-
ceny, $125 fine and costs, 
18 months’ probation, 
129 days in jail; larceny, 
$600.37 fine and costs, 
18 months’ probation, 129 
days in jail.

• Jeffrey L. Gibbs, 31, 
Suttons Bay, police offi-
cer assault, $575 fine and 
costs, six months’ pro-
bation, five days in jail; 
police officer assault, 
$150 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, five 
days in jail; assault/bat-
tery, $150 fine and costs, 
six months’ probation, 
five days in jail.

• Forrest R. Gregg, 29, 
Mt. Pleasant, operating 
while intoxicated/oper-
ating while visibly im-
paired second, $1,400 
fine and costs, 24 months’ 
probation, 90 days in jail.

• Michael L. Griffin, 
49, Mt. Pleasant, operat-
ing while intoxicated/op-
erating while visibly im-
paired second, $1,675 fine 
and costs, 12 months’ pro-
bation, 90 days in jail.

• Antonn H. Her-
man, 47, Detroit, oper-
ating while intoxicated, 
$1,175 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 
days in jail.

• Jasmine M. Heyd, 28, 
Flushing, open intoxi-
cant, $300 fine and costs.

• Jillian R. Husted, 42, 
Ypsilanti, accident to fix-
ture, 10 days in jail.

• Devin L.Malley, 31, 
Mt. Pleasant, driving 
with a suspended license 
second or subsequent, 
$225 fine and costs, one 
day in jail; false informa-
tion, $150 fine and costs, 
one day in jail.

• Aaron T. Messer, 23, 
Mt. Pleasant, operating 
while visibly impaired, 
$1,025 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 
days in jail.

• David H. Miller, 68, 
Greenville, operating 
while visibly impaired, 
$600 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 
days in jail.

• Amanda E. Popp, 23, 
Potterville, high blood al-
cohol content, $1,125 fine 
and costs, 12 months’ pro-
bation, 45 days in jail.

• Wade P Russell, 56, 
League City, Texas, oper-
ating while intoxicated, 
$1,150 fine and costs, 12 
months’ probation, 30 
days in jail; disturbing 
the peace, $100 fine and 
costs, 12 months’ proba-
tion, 30 days in jail.

• Edward Sanchez 
Jr., 34, Monee, Ill., high 
blood alcohol content, 
$1,050 fine and costs, 12 
months’ probation, 45 
days in jail. 

• Brandon J. Stanley, 
31, Pontiac, domestic vi-
olence second, $875 fine 
and costs, 12 months’ pro-
bation, 90 days in jail.

• Steven J. Trent, 33, 
Michigan Center, driving 
with a suspended license 
second or subsequent, 
$620 fine and costs, 13 
days in jail.

• Steven L. Warady, 
28, Flint, driving with a 
suspend license second 
or subsequent, $575 fine 
and costs, 25 days in jail.

• Nicholas J. Wing, 
25, Shepherd, operating 
while visibly impaired, 
$1,025 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 
days in jail.

— Sue Field, For the 
Morning Sun

ISABELLA 
SENTENCINGS 
FOR JAN. 11-15

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The past few weeks, the 
rate at which people have 
died in central Michigan 
has been twice normal be-
cause of COVID-19, accord-
ing to Mid Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department’s 
health officer.

Marcus Cheatham, 
MMDHD health officer, an-
nounced that as he was lay-
ing out the strategy for dis-
tributing the COVID-19 vac-
cine. The thinking behind it 
is simple.

“We want to stop the 
mortality,” he said in a 
video update to the three 
counties that fall under 
MMDHD jurisdiction: Gra-
tiot, Montcalm and Clinton.

Of those three, Gratiot 
has the highest number of 
deaths at 88, a number that 
didn’t increase as of Friday 
afternoon’s update from 
the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices. Montcalm has 76; in 
Clinton, the total is 52, ac-
cording to MDHHS records.

Of Gratiot’s 88 deaths, 
more than two-thirds of 
them have involved resi-
dents of nursing homes. In 
numeric terms, that’s 59 
people.

MMDHD has received 
two shipments of the Mod-
erna vaccines, one in De-
cember and one this month 
for a total of 3,200 doses. 
Another 14,950 doses have 
been sent to healthcare pro-
viders in MMDHD’s three 
counties, and local pri-
vately-owned pharmacies 
are starting to receive some 
doses to vaccinate people in 
long-term living facilities.

Cheatham went through 
some quick math to esti-
mate it’ll take 14 weeks to 
fully vaccinate everyone in 
the highest-risk groups un-
der MMDHD jurisdiction.

“By the time the snow 
starts to melt, all of our vul-
nerable folks will be vacci-

nated and we will start to 
be safe from the disease,” 
he said.

An additional five con-
firmed cases were reported 
in Gratiot County on Friday, 
bringing its cumulative to-
tal to 2,366.

The only death reported 
across mid-Michigan on Fri-
day was in Isabella County, 
where a total of 65 people 
have died. No information 
about the person was im-
mediately available.

In terms of spread, the 
county remains mid-Mich-
igan’s lowest-risk county. 
According to a county-level 
dashboard hosted by the 
Brown University School 
of Public Health, Isabella’s 
seven-day rolling average 
of new cases fell to 12.9 per 
100,000 people.

An additional 11 cases 
were reported in the county 
Friday by the MDHHS for 
a cumulative total of 3,385.

That is 23 new cases for 

Thursday and Friday. Cen-
tral Michigan University 
confirmed that three of 
those cases were members 
of the CMU community 
through its Thursday up-
date to its COVID-19 dash-
board.

If CMU follows the same 
pattern it did for fall se-
mester, however, that num-
ber undercounts the actual 
impact its return to cam-
pus will have on local CO-
VID numbers.

In the fall, the university 
claimed only cases directly 
associated with members of 
its faculty, staff or students. 
It also claimed — errone-
ously — that it was barred 
from breaking down cases 
into whether they were fac-
ulty, staff or students, citing 
privacy concerns. Guidance 
promulgated by the United 
States Department of Edu-
cation last March said uni-
versities could release in-
formation about cases that 

didn’t personally identify 
individuals with confirmed 
cases.

Ultimately, Central Mich-
igan District Health De-
partment announced that 
the return to campus was 
responsible for approxi-
mately 300 cases in Isabella 
County. Isabella County had 
double that number of con-
firmed cases in December.

Sixteen additional cases 
were reported in Clare 
County on Friday for a cu-
mulative total of 1,267, with 
67 deaths. No new deaths 
were reported on Friday.

Also on Friday, Clare 
County was moved back 
from the merely high-risk 
category to the highest risk 
of spread on the Brown Uni-
versity county-level dash-
board. It had fallen to the 
category coded orange, 
but its rolling seven-day 
average of new cases per 
100,000 people increased 
as of Wednesday to 30.9.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, no new deaths was 
reported Wednesday, with 
new and cumulative cases 
as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
an additional seven cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 1,172, with 35 
deaths;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional three cases were 
reported for a cumulative 
total of 1,731, with 17 deaths;

• In Midland County, an 
additional 21 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 4,039, with 50 deaths 
cases; and,

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional six cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 3,098, with 76 
deaths.

Statewide, another 17 
deaths were reported for a 
total of 14,070 and another 
2,157 cases were reported 
Monday for a cumulative 
total of 546,468.

Vaccination of high-risk people expected to take 14 weeks
CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

By Eric Tucker
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » President 
Joe Biden has directed 
law enforcement and intel-
ligence officials in his ad-
ministration to study the 
threat of domestic violent 
extremism in the United 
States, an undertaking be-
ing launched weeks after a 
mob of insurgents loyal to 
Donald Trump stormed 
the U.S. Capitol.

The disclosure Friday 
by White House press sec-
retary Jen Psaki is a stark 
acknowledgment of the na-
tional security threat that 
officials see as posed by 
American extremists moti-
vated to violence by radical 
ideology. The involvement 
of the director of national 
intelligence, an office cre-
ated after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks to prevent interna-
tional terrorism, suggests 
that American authorities 
are examining how to pivot 
to a more concerted focus 
on violence from extrem-
ists at home.

The threat assessment, 

coordinated by the na-
tional intelligence office, 
the FBI and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity, will be used as a foun-
dation to develop policy, 
the White House said. In 
addition, the National Se-
curity Council will do its 
own policy review to see 
how information about 
the problem can be better 
shared across the govern-
ment. And the administra-
tion will work on a more 
coordinated approach, 
with a focus on address-
ing social media and radi-
calization, she said.

“The Jan. 6 assault 
on the Capitol and the 
tragic deaths and destruc-
tion that occurred under-
scored what we all know: 
The rise of domestic vio-
lent extremism is a serious 
and growing national se-
curity threat,” Psaki said, 
adding that the adminis-
tration will confront the 
problem with resources, 
policies and “respect for 
constitutionally protected 
free speech and political 
activities.”

Biden orders review 
of domestic violent 
extremism threat

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

On the first full day of Democratic control, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., walks to the chamber after meeting with new senators from his caucus, at the 
Capitol in Washington, Thursday. 

JOHN MINCHILLO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

District of Columbia National Guard stand outside the 
Capitol, Jan. 6, after a day of rioting protesters. It’s been 
a stunning day as a number of lawmakers and then the 
mob of protesters tried to overturn America’s presidential 
election, undercut the nation’s democracy and keep 
Democrat Joe Biden from replacing Trump in the White 
House. 

WASHINGTON WASHINGTON

By Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Lisa Mascaro
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON» Opening ar-
guments in the Senate im-
peachment trial for Don-
ald Trump over the Capitol 
riot will begin the week of 
Feb. 8, the first time a for-
mer president will face such 
charges after leaving office.

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer announced 
the schedule Friday evening 
after reaching an agree-
ment with Republicans, 
who had pushed for a de-
lay to give Trump a chance 
to organize his legal team 
and prepare a defense on 
the sole charge of incite-
ment of insurrection.

The February start date 
also allows the Senate more 
time to confirm President 
Joe Biden’s Cabinet nom-
inations and consider his 
proposed $1.9 trillion CO-
VID relief package — top 
priorities of the new White 
House agenda that could 
become stalled during trial 
proceedings.

“We all want to put this 

awful chapter in our na-
tion’s history behind us,” 
Schumer said about the 
deadly Jan. 6 Capitol siege 
by a mob of pro-Trump sup-
porters.

“But healing and unity 
will only come if there is 
truth and accountability. 
And that is what this trial 
will provide.”

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi will send the article of 
impeachment late Monday, 
with senators sworn in as ju-
rors Tuesday. But opening 
arguments will move to Feb-
ruary. Trump’s impeach-
ment trial would be the first 
of a U.S. president no lon-
ger in office, an undertak-
ing that his Senate Republi-
can allies argue is pointless, 
and potentially even uncon-
stitutional. Democrats say 
they have to hold Trump to 
account, even as they pur-
sue Biden’s legislative prior-
ities, because of the gravity 
of what took place — a vio-
lent attack on the U.S. Con-
gress aimed at overturning 
an election.

If Trump is convicted, 
the Senate could vote to 

bar him from holding of-
fice ever again, potentially 
upending his chances for a 
political comeback.

The urgency for Demo-
crats to hold Trump respon-
sible was complicated by 
the need to put Biden’s gov-
ernment in place and start 
quick work on his coronavi-
rus aid package.

“The more time we have 
to get up and running ... 
the better,” Biden said Fri-
day in brief comments to re-
porters.

Republicans were ea-
ger to delay the trial, put-
ting distance between the 
shocking events of the siege 
and the votes that will test 
their loyalty to the former 
president who still com-
mands voters’ attention.

Negotiations between 
Schumer and Senate Mi-
nority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell were complicated, 
as the two are also in talks 
over a power-sharing agree-
ment for the Senate, which 
is split 50-50 but in Demo-
cratic control because Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
serves as a tie-breaking vote.

Schumer: Trump impeachment 
trial to begin week of Feb. 8
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Vulnerable Population COVID-19 Vaccination Will Take Over Three
Months to Complete

Posted on Wednesday, January 27th, 2021 and is filed under News. You can follow any responses to this
entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not allowed.

This graph, shown in a video update given by
MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham,
breaks down the number of people in vaccine-
eligible priority groups in Gratiot, Montcalm
and Clinton counties. Considering that not all
people will accept the vaccine, the MMDHD is
aiming to vaccinate about 70 percent of these
populations, as indicated in the right-hand
column.

By Emma Selmon
 Herald News Editor

 Vulnerable Gratiot County residents are receiving their COVID-19 vaccinations slowly but surely — and
unfortunately, the “slowly” part continues to ring true.

  Marcus Cheatham, health officer with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD), explained in a
video update last week that it will likely take about 14 weeks — three and a half months — to vaccinate the
majority of vulnerable populations.

 In his Jan. 21 video, Cheatham explained that it’s important to focus early vaccination efforts on those most
likely to be exposed to COVID-19, including healthcare workers, and those most likely to become more
seriously ill if infected.

 This will help lower the mortality rate, which, has been “twice as high as normal” in mid-Michigan over the past
few weeks due to COVID-19 deaths, Cheatham said.

 He also said that it’s important to vaccinate “certain essential workers” to keep the economy going.
 Using census and survey data for Gratiot, Montcalm and Clinton counties, an MMDHD employee determined

how many people are included in these top-priority categories — known as Group 1A and 1B — and how long it
will take to vaccinate them.

 Over 100,000 people in Gratiot, Montcalm and Clinton Counties are included in these categories, but not all
people will accept the vaccine, Cheatham said. They aim to vaccinate at least 70 percent of this population in
accordance with the state’s goal, but he is “afraid it’s not going to be that high.”

 What continues to slow the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine is the limited supply. Mid-Michigan directly
received shipments of vaccine from the state on Dec. 28 and Jan. 20, accounting for over 18,000 doses. These
were mostly distributed to area health care providers, with just a portion going to the MMDHD.

 Aside from the vaccine distributed to local hospitals and the MMDHD, pharmacies such as CVS have been
vaccinating vulnerable populations. Over 3,000 doses have entered the community this way, bringing the total
up to about 21,000.

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/vulnerable-population-covid-19-vaccination-will-take-over-three-months-to-complete/2021/01/27/feed/
http://gcherald.com/vulnerable-population-covid-19-vaccination-will-take-over-three-months-to-complete/2021/01/27/covid-graph/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
http://gcherald.com/category/news/
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To vaccinate the 70,000 people in these priority populations will require 140,000 doses of vaccine, because both
the Moderna and the Pfizer vaccine require two shots for full effectiveness.
Cheatham said that the MMDHD has been told to except vaccine to continue to become available at the current
rate, which is about 10,000 doses per week in the region.
“If nothing changes, it’s going to take us 14 weeks. So it’ll take us basically up until April to vaccinate
everybody in Group 1A and 1B,” he said in the video.
There are a few scenarios in which these vaccinations occur a little bit faster.
It’s possible — though unlikely — that supply of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines could increase. There are also
other companies, including AstraZeneca and Johnson&Johnson, that are working on developing a one-dose
vaccine. If those are approved and distributed, vaccinations could pick up.
As the vaccine slowly becomes available to more and more people, there are a number of places to receive the
shots. The MMDHD itself, at its locations in Ithaca, Stanton and St. Johns, can perform a limited number of
vaccinations onsite. The MMDHD is also working with the National Guard and other contractors and volunteers
to set up community-based clinics in locations such as schools, businesses, or churches.
In addition, the vaccines will be available at the normal places a resident might get their flu shot: pharmacies and
health care providers.
Links to information about all of the different options for vaccination can be found on the MMDHD’s website at
https://www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information/.
While progress seems slow, Cheatham noted that there is currently enough vaccine in MidMichigan for 15
percent of the population, and that number will only continue to increase.
“We’re making our way to our goal,” he said. “And by the time the snow starts to melt, all of our vulnerable
folks will be vaccinated, and we will start to be safe from this disease.”

COVID-19 Update: Three More Deaths in Gratiot
From Tuesday, Jan. 19 to Tuesday, Jan. 26, three Gratiot County residents passed away from COVID-19,
according to data from the State of Michigan. The county’s death toll now stands at 91.
Gratiot County also identified 42 new cases, bringing their cumulative cases count up to 2,383.
In Montcalm County, 41 new cases and five more deaths were reported, bringing their total up to 3,110 cases
and 81 deaths. And in Clinton County, 77 more residents were diagnosed with COVID-19 and eight more passed
away. Clinton County is now reporting a cumulative total of 4,190 COVID-19 cases and 59 deaths.
Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, Isabella County gained 44 cases and two deaths, bringing their totals up to 3,401
cumulative cases and 66 deaths. Midland County gained 129 cases and three deaths, bringing their totals up to
4,106 cases and 52 deaths. And in Saginaw County, 329 new cases were identified and 13 more residents passed
away. Saginaw County is now reporting a cumulative total of 13,311 cases and 456 deaths.
Statewide, as of Tuesday, Michigan was reporting 552,556 COVID-19 cases and 14,405 COVID-19 deaths.  
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Local health department struggles with state’s COVID-

19 vaccine guidance, or lack thereof  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on January 28, 2021  

 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health met Wednesday morning for their annual 

organizational meeting. Pictured are, clockwise from top left, Health Officer Marcus Cheatham, Gratiot County 

commissioners Chuck Murphy and George Bailey, Director of Environmental Health Liz Braddock, Montcalm 

County Commissioner Adam Petersen (who was elected vice chairman of the Board of Health) and Montcalm County 

Commissioner Michael Beach. Not pictured but present were Clinton County commissioners Bruce DeLong (who 

was elected chairman of the Board of Health) and Dwight Washington. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

STANTON — The Michigan Department of Health & Human Services is recommending what little COVID-19 

vaccine there is available to be used on both vulnerable adults and essential workers — a move the local health 

department doesn’t necessarily agree with. 

During the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) Board of Health meeting on Wednesday morning, 

Health Officer Marcus Cheatham provided an update about the ongoing COVID-19 vaccine shortage statewide. He 

reported that in a call with the state health department on Tuesday, the state recommended local health departments 

use 25% of available vaccine for essential workers and 75% of available vaccine for vulnerable adults. 

“I don’t know if 25/75 is right, but they’re really wanting us to do both groups at the same time,” Cheatham admitted. 

“And they know it’s going to make people mad. I’ve heard this directly: ‘Why did that 28-year-old snowplow driver 

get vaccinated? I’m 85 years old and this virus is going to kill me.’” 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

Cheatham said local health departments asked the state how to rank who to vaccinate first, second and third among 

essential workers (group 1B), but state officials declined to provide guidance on this and told local health departments 

to make that decision on their own. 

“So health departments, do the best you can,” Cheatham summarized. “There’s not an ultimate guidance coming to us 

about how to do the 1Bs.” 

The MMDHD, which covers Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties, has only received three shipments of the 

Moderna vaccine so far — 1,600 doses on Dec. 28, 2020, another 1,600 doses on Jan. 17 and another 1,100 doses 

over this past weekend for a total of 4,300. An additional 14,550 doses went to hospitals in the three-county area and 

an additional 3,200 doses were provided to pharmacies for long-term care workers for a combined total of 18,850 for 

the three-county area (plus another 3,200 through a federal program for use at longterm care facilities to be 

administered by CVS Pharmacy). 

With that total of 22,050 vaccines provided to the three-county area to date, Cheatham estimates 11,525 people will 

be currently vaccinated, or about 16% of the target population, with some of the remaining 84% of top priority groups 

not receiving the vaccine until April or later. 

“The people who got vaccinated the first week will get their second shot the third or fourth week,” Cheatham 

summarized. “Some people won’t get their shot until the 14th week, depending if the supply holds up, or later. That’s 

a problem. 

“Last week we had a big shortfall,” he noted. “We just got some good news yesterday (Tuesday). This is not a 

promise from the state, but they said they were going to get 155,000 doses of Moderna alone, not including Pfizer, 

into the state. Our district’s health department’s share is likely to be maybe 2,500 doses. I’m hoping next week will be 

better. We need a big shot of vaccine because we’re going to zero out on vaccines by Friday.” 

Clinton County Commissioner Dwight Washington voiced concern about the state’s rollout of the vaccine process. 

“It seems like the state is really trying to make a narrative that fits different agendas of politics and businesses than a 

narrative that fits the vaccination itself,” Washington said. “It seems like it’s just kind of a sloppy way of doing 

things. I’m not convinced that we can get through this the way that things are going.” 

“I agree with you,” Cheatham said. “In the euphoria of the vaccine being made available, the CDC did drop the 

recommendation from (age) 75 to 65, which added thousands of people to the list and Michigan eagerly followed that 

advice and health departments then grabbed onto it also. 

“We’re paying the price for an earlier euphoria that turned out not to be true,” he said. 

  

BOARD OF HEALTH ORGANIZES 

Also on Wednesday, the Board of Health organized for the new year. 

Clinton County Commissioner Bruce DeLong was elected the new chairman and Montcalm County Commissioner 

Adam Petersen was elected the new vice chairman. 

The meeting was also the first for newly elected Montcalm County Commissioner Michael Beach, who joined 

DeLong, Petersen, Washington and Gratiot County commissioners George Bailey and Chuck Murphy on the board. 



 

County commissioners on the Board of Health receive compensation of $35 per day (up to three hours) or $60 per day 

(more than three hours in one day) plus a $500 annual stipend for the chairman of the board and shall be reimbursed 

for travel expenses. 

However, Petersen, who resides in Montcalm Township, said he would once again be opting out of being paid, as he 

has previously done. Beach, who resides in Carson City, requested a copy of the payment opt-out form as well. 

The Board of Health meets at 9 a.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month. All meetings are open to the public. 

Visit mmdhd.org/2021-board-of-health for monthly meeting information. 

 

 

  

 

http://mmdhd.org/2021-board-of-health
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LANSING – Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer sounded a hopeful note in her
third State of the State address Wednes-
day night, delivered online for the first
time in Michigan history amid a pan-
demic that could soon be significantly

reduced because of vaccine distri-
bution.

On a night typically dedicated
to pomp and procedure in front of
lawmakers and dignitaries inside
the state Capitol, Whitmer spoke
directly to the camera, surround-
ed by only a few staff members,
and used the virtual speech to re-
flect on challenges and achievements

over the last year while calling
for unity moving forward.

“It’s easy to look back on this
last year and focus on the bad,”
Whitmer said in a speech that
took less than 30 minutes to de-
liver. “But we cannot forget the
actions we took to protect our-
selves and our families.

“The state of our state is resilient.”

Still, the actions Whitmer has taken
to combat the pandemic, from a state of
emergency to a temporary stay-at-
home order, have been at the center of
considerable friction between the Dem-
ocratic governor and the Republican-
controlled Legislature. 

GOP lawmakers continued to try to 

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

Whitmer: Michigan is resilient in the pandemic
Paul Egan and Dave Boucher
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

Whitmer 

See STATE OF THE STATE, Page 4A

CHARLOTTE — A prominent long-
time soccer coach in the Lansing area
has been sentenced to at least two and
a half years in prison for convincing a
15-year-old to send him a sexual photo.

Scott Dane, 39, was sentenced
Thursday to 30 months
to 30 years in prison for
child sexually abusive
activity, providing alco-
hol to a minor and con-
tributing to a child’s de-
linquency. 

The latter two
charges are misde-
meanors. 

Dane offered alcohol to the teenager
in exchange for sexual photos, accord-
ing to court records. He told the teen
there would always be alcohol in his
car for him if he sent the photo, the
teen told police. 

Dane coached soccer at Grand
Ledge High School and was the exec-
utive director of the Capital Area Soc-
cer League until March and led fund-
raising efforts to build a soccer field in
downtown Lansing.

Dane apologized repeatedly for his
actions Thursday and said there was
no excuse for what he did. 

“I won’t pretend to have answers to
why I acted the way I did,” Dane said. “I
am really truly sorry for the pain and
suffering I’ve caused by my behavior to
so many.”

Addressing Dane, Eaton County
Circuit Court Judge John Maurer said
coaching is one of the most important
jobs in the U.S., and coaches are peo-
ple who have a lot of influence with
children. 

“How could you ever think this was
appropriate activity with one of your
players?” Maurer asked. 

“I don’t think it was appropriate and

Former
soccer
coach
sentenced
Dane told teenager
to send sexual photos 

Kara Berg
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Dane

See COACH, Page 3A

LANSING – Greater Lansing health departments
can expect a larger shipment of COVID-19 vaccines
next week.

Until final numbers are released, officials won’t
know how much of an increase the departments will
see or whether that will lead to more available ap-
pointments.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services notifies vaccine providers on Friday of the
number of dosages allotted to them.

MDHHS expects to distribute 205,500 doses of
the vaccine to local providers, up from 134,900 doses
distributed the week of Jan. 24.

“The state told us yesterday they anticipate hav-
ing more. I don’t have a good sense of how much
more,” Colette Scrimger, the Barry-Eaton District 

CORONAVIRUS IN MICHIGAN

Cars line up at the Sparrow Laboratories Drive-Thru site on Thursday at the Frandor Shopping Center in
Lansing. The site is offering registered COVID-19 vaccinations and testing. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

HEALTH WORKERS
ARE ‘OPTIMISTIC’

A sign directs people to the Barry-Eaton
District Health Department's vaccination clinic.
COURTESY OF BARRY-EATON DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT

County departments can expect
arrival of more COVID vaccines

Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See VACCINES, Page 5A

“We need a big shot of vaccine.”

MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham
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Reliable protection. Straight-up savings.
CALL NOW to take advantage of this GREAT pricing as low as

New customers only. Early termination fee applies.

Installation starts at $99 with 36/24 month monitoring

agreement. Upgraded packages require additional

install fees. Touchscreen panel pictured requires

upgraded package. See details below.

Offer is not able to be fulfilled for systems not

installed by 3/27/21 and subject to refund.

Limited-Time Offer
FREE Home Security System + Bonus Offers

+ Free Doorbell Camera
Keep watch outside your home. Available
with upgrade to ADT Video Lite - $299 value.

+ Free Visa® Reward Card
It pays to be safe. Receive a $100 reward card
courtesy of Protect Your Home.

OR SAVE TIME AND SCHEDULE ONLINE
https://search.protectyourhome.com/GT

CALL NOW! 517.325.5525

Promotion: Offer is not able to be fulfilled for systems not installed by 3/27/21 and subject to refund. $100 VISA® Reward Debit Card: $100 Visa® reward debit card requires service activation. You
will receive a claim voucher via email within 24 hours and the voucher must be returned within 60 days. Your $100 Visa® reward debit card will arrive in approximately 6-8 weeks. Card is issued by
MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months;
unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. EQUIPMENT: Equipment shown may require additional fees.Touchscreen shown only available with upgrade to premium
packages. ADT 6-MONTH MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: Money Back guarantee only applies after ADT has made attempts to resolve a system related issue and has not been able to resolve that issue
within the first six months of your contract. Equipment must be fully removed before a refund will be processed. Conditions preventing normal system operation cannot be caused by the customer.
ADT THEFT PROTECTION GUARANTEE: The Customer presenting ADT with this ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE will be eligible to receive a reimbursement of up to five hundred dollars ($500) of Customer’s
homeowner’s insurance deductible (if any) if, and only if, ALL of the following requirements are met to ADT’s reasonable satisfaction: (i) the property loss was the result of a burglary that took place
while the security system installed at Customer’s protected premises was in good working order and was “on,” and while all of Customer’s doors and windows were locked; and (ii) the intruder entered
the residence through a door, window or other area equipped with an ADT detection device, and such detection device was not “bypassed”; and (iii) Customer is not in any way in default under the ADT
Residential Systems Customer’s Order; and (iv) Customer files a written claim with their homeowner’s insurance company, and such claim is not rejected or otherwise contested by the insurer; and (v)
Customer reports the burglary loss to the appropriate police department and obtains a written police report; and (vi) Customer provides ADT with copies of the insurance claim report, the police report
within sixty (60) days of the property loss and proof of settlement by insurance carrier; and (vii) Customer certifies in writing to ADT (by signing this ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE and presenting it to ADT within
sixty [60] days of the property loss) that all of the foregoing requirements have been satisfied. Customer understands that presentation of this ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE signed by Customer is required and
understands that ADT reserves the right to reject any application for reimbursement that does not comply with ALL of the requirements. Photocopies or other reproductions of this Certificate will NOT be
accepted. By signing below, Customer certifies to ADT that all of the foregoing requirements have been satisfied. Please mail to: ADT Security Services, Account Management Support Center, Attn: Theft
Protection Guarantee Claims, 14200 E. Exposition Avenue, Aurora, CO 80012. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month
Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider
customers only and not on purchases fromADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP),ADT’s Extended LimitedWarranty.VIDEO LITE:
ADT Video Lite is an additional $299.00 Customer Installation Charge. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $59.99 per month ($2,159.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $59.99
per month ($1,439.76) for California, including Quality Service Plan (QSP) Form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account. Early termination fees apply.
Offer applies to homeowners only. Local permit fees may be required. Satisfactory credit history required. Certain restrictions may apply. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Dealer customers only and
not on purchases from ADT LLC. Other rate plans available. Cannot be combined with any other offer. ADT COMMAND: ADT Command Interactive Solution Services (“ADT Command”), which help you
manage your home environment and family lifestyle, requires the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with
Internet and email access. These ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Command
Interactive Solutions Services/Equipment. All ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services are not available with the various levels of ADT Command Interactive Solutions Services. All ADT Command
Interactive Solutions Services may not be available in all geographic areas. Standard message and data rates may apply to text alerts.You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment
required to utilize the ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services features you desire. Two-way encryption only available with compatible SIX devices. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must
be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local
permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires
purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased
for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance
companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided.
LICENSES: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-
ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082,MA-1355C,MD-107-1626,ME-LM50017382,
MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. #
-NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati:
AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492,
UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN
46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home

DF-GT-MI-L-D2799

LJ-GCI0557434-01

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires March 31, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated.
**Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

CALLNOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 3.31.2021

TRANSFORM YOUR
BATH OR SHOWER IN
AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

FOR

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST
FOR 18 MONTHS

• Over 850 Authorized Dealers in North America
• Factory Trained & Certified Installers

• Lifetime Warranty
• Made in the U.S.A.
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517-897-9413

Health Department health officer, said during a board
of health meeting Thursday.

BEDHD expects to open another block of appoint-
ments for the vaccine on Friday, Scrimger said.

For the upcoming week, Michigan will receive
113,100 doses of Moderna and 62,400 doses of Pfizer,
according to MDHHS spokesperson Lynn Sutfin. That
includes 30,000 doses redirected from the long-term
care program.

Of the doses distributed for the week of Jan. 24,
BEDHD received 800 doses, the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department, which includes Clinton County,
received 500 doses and the Ingham County Health De-
partment received 700 doses, according to state data.

Ingham County Health Officer Linda Vail said dur-
ing a Tuesday media briefing that the department had
received 700 doses of Moderna instead of the normal
1,950 doses of Pfizer.

ICHD spokesperson Amanda Darche said the state
indicated that a larger allocation is coming for next

week, but the department will know for sure on Friday.
“That’s certainly something we’re hoping for,”

Darche said. “We’re optimistic, but it hasn’t happened
yet.”

MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham said
Wednesday that vaccination appointments remain
limited because of the low supply of vaccine. 

Appointments at MMDHD’s vaccination clinics are
currently full and Cheatham said the department will
likely zero out its supply by Friday.

“We need a big shot of vaccine,” Cheatham said.

Health departments making progress on
vaccinations

The ICHD has vaccinated 9,400 people at its clinics
as of Wednesday. That includes 5,400 health care
workers, 1,800 first responders and 2,200 people age
70 and older.

BEDHD has vaccinated 2,726 people in Eaton and
Barry counties to date.

MMDHD has vaccinated 1,200 people in Clinton,
Gratiot and Montcalm counties. Another 400 appoint-
ments are scheduled, according to the health depart-
ment.

BEDHD and MMDHD did not have detailed break-
downs of which priority groups have been vaccinated
to date.

How to get in the vaccination queue

In Ingham County, registrations are available online
through the health department at hd.ingham.org at or
over the phone at 517-887-4311 if people do not have
access to the internet or email.

People registered with ICHD will receive an email
notification or call to confirm an appointment when
one is available.

BEDHD has an online form for people to fill out at
barryeatonhealth.org. Health department staff will
reach out to people by phone to schedule an appoint-
ment once they’ve registered.

Scrimger said BEDHD will send out an email noti-
fication for people to schedule a vaccination. The
number of slots available each week will be based on
the number of vaccines available, she said.

MMDHD’s clinics are currently full, but the depart-
ment will post updates on its website at mmdhd.org.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-377-1047 or ca-
lyons@lsj.com. 

Vaccines
Continued from Page 1A

LANSING — Black and Latino business owners
make up just 5% of those licensed by the state in Mich-
igan’s lucrative adult-use cannabis industry, recent
data shows, and a task force has released
recommendations to counter that lack of
representation, including raising taxes on marijuana
to fund programming.

Black people account for 3.8% of those with state
recreational cannabis business licenses, a state sur-
vey found, despite making up 14% of Michigan’s
population.

And people identifying as Latino or Hispanic com-
prise 1.5% of licensees but 5% of Michiganders, ac-
cording to data collected by state regulators in Decem-
ber. 

The dearth of diversity is concerning since people
of color have been targeted unevenly by the enforce-
ment of marijuana-related crimes, said Anquenette
Sarfoh, a cannabis business owner and a member of
Michigan’s Marijuana Regulatory Agency’s Racial Eq-
uity Advisory Workgroup. Sarfoh has also served as a
board member for the Michigan Cannabis Industry
Association, an industry lobbying group. 

State regulators have attempted to remedy inequal-
ity in the cannabis industry by offering discounts on

recreational licensing fees to applicants that quality
for a social equity program.

The fee reductions range from 10% to 40% and can
be stacked to combine multiple discounts for appli-
cants that meet criteria including being a registered
medical marijuana caregiver, having a prior marijuana
conviction or living a community deemed to have been
impacted disproportionately by marijuana-related en-
forcement. 

A provision in Michigan’s Constitution bans con-
sidering race in public employment or contracting and
the social equity criteria don’t explicitly mention race. 

That ban was a “limitation” in attempting to remedy
underrepresentation in the cannabis industry, Sarfoh
said. 

“We were tasked with trying to resolve an issue that
was pretty much based on racial profiling,” Sarfoh
said. “The Black and brown community was overpol-
iced according to Michigan’s and the FBI’s own rec-
ords.”

Black and Latino people make up nearly 60% of
people in state prison and close to 80% of people in
federal prison for drug offenses, according to data
from the Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

Sarfoh called the work group’s “a good start” toward
countering barriers to minorities in the Michigan mar-
ijuana industry. People of color tend to have less gen-
erational wealth than white people, and the costs to
enter the cannabis industry typically include thou-

sands in licensing fees plus hundreds of thousands or
millions to purchase real estate, equipment, merchan-
dise, insurance and security.

Some of the work group’s proposals will require
changes to state law. Others could be implemented if
regulatory officials revise rules. The recommendations
include:

h Create a business accelerator program where ap-
plicants that qualify for Michigan’s social equity pro-
gram can partner with large companies to access fi-
nancing. Social equity participants would complete
business and regulatory training before eventually
gaining a larger stake in the business’ equity. 

h Create a crowdfunding platform called the Michi-
gan Marijuana Marketplace where applicants in com-
munities considered to have been targeted by dispro-
portionate marijuana enforcement can seek financing
from Michigan-based investors.

h Require large-scale businesses seeking license
renewal to submit a plan showing how they’ve pur-
chased supplies from “geographically disadvantaged”
businesses.

h Allow licensees known as microbusinesses to
grow, process and sell up to 300 plants on site instead
of just 150 plants. Additionally, the rules would change
by allowing the microbusiness to use outside proces-
sors and by allowing the business to buy mature plants
from outside sources. 

Contact reporter Sarah Lehr at slehr@lsj.com. 

Few Michigan cannabis licensees are Black, Latino
Sarah Lehr
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN
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CLINTON OFFICE
1307 E. Townsend Rd.
Saint Johns, MI 48879-9036
(989) 224-2195

GRATIOT OFFICE
151 Commerce Dr.
Ithaca, MI 48847-1627
(989) 875-3681

MONTCALM OFFICE
615 N. State St.
Stanton, MI 48888-9702
(989) 831-5237

BOARD OF HEALTH: Bruce DeLong George Bailey Michael R. Beach
Dwight Washington, Ph.D. Chuck Murphy Adam Petersen

The public will be afforded the opportunity to address the Board of Health with comments,
including any item not on the agenda. To participate by video, access Zoom at the following
link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84666735394?pwd=TXpMSGErRnk1dncyb2hHeFBFditTQT09

and use Meeting ID 846 6673 5394; Passcode 199616.
To participate by phone, call 1-312-626-6799; then enter the Meeting ID.

The public wishing to participate will be muted during the business portion of the meeting.
During the Public Comment portion of the meeting, the Chairperson will request comments
and the public will be unmuted at that time. To contact a Board member to provide input
before the meeting, please contact Cynthia Partlo, Board Secretary at the contact information
below.

This meeting is open to all members of the public under Michigan’s Open Meetings Act.
The Mid-Michigan District Health Department will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary
aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired, interpreters, and audio tapes
of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the
meeting/hearing upon one (1) week’s notice. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary
aids or services should contact the Mid-Michigan District Board of Health by emailing, writing,
or calling:

Cynthia M. Partlo, Board Secretary
Mid-Michigan District Board of Health

615 N. State St.
Stanton, Michigan 48888-9702

(989) 831-3610
E-Mail: cpartlo@mmdhd.org

WWW.MMDHD.ORG –––––––– MARK W. (MARCUS) CHEATHAM, PH.D.
Health Officer

JENNIFER MORSE, MD, MPH, FAAFP
Medical Director

MID-MICHIGAN DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE

of
FINANCE COMMITTEE AND REGULAR

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETINGS FOR 2021

Finance Committee meetings held at 8:30 a.m. and Regular meetings held at 9:00 a.m. on the fourth
Wednesday of every month, except for December.

January 27 Organizational Meeting, Online
February 24 Online
March 24 Online
April 28 Administrative Offices, Stanton and Online
May 26 Clinton County Branch Office, St. Johns and Online
June 23 Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca and Online
July 21 Administrative Offices, Stanton and Online
August 25 Clinton County Branch Office, St. Johns and Online
September 22 Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca and Online
October 27 Administrative Offices, Stanton and Online
November 24 Clinton County Branch Office, St. Johns and Online

Finance Committee at 9:30 a.m., Regular Meeting at 10:00 a.m.

December 15 Gratiot County Branch Office, Ithaca and Online
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Shepherd Public Schools 
music instructor JoAnn 
Gross has been honored as 
the Michigan School Band 
and Orchestra Association 
State Band Teacher of the 
Year.

As a part of the process of 
being nominated as the MS-
BOA District Teacher of the 
Year, teachers are nominated 
from each of the 16 districts 
that are associated with MS-
BOA for the band and orches-
tra category. Later represen-
tatives will narrow the nomi-
nations down to 3 finalists for 

both the band and orchestra 
teacher categories and then 
members of MSBOA can vote 
for the winner.

Gross was nominated by 
a colleague from Jackson 
and found out she won at 
the State meeting through 
Zoom on Saturday. Winners 
are normally announced by 
the President at a conference 
in Grand Rapids.

“It’s amazing and I feel 
like I’m floating,” Gross said. 
“I cried for days from happi-
ness and my husband made 
me a steak dinner to cele-
brate.”

Gross has been an educa-
tor for around 25 years and 

teaches five different classes 
for grades 6-12 at SPS. Her 
concert and jazz bands has 
gained awards and recog-
nition at MSBOA District 
and State Band Festival, the 
Alma College Jazz Festival, 
and the Central Michigan 
University Jazz Weekend 
Festival.

She has served on the Fes-
tival Improvements Commit-
tee as a district representa-
tive and as the state chair-
person, district secretary for 
four years, and as district 
president for four years. She 
was also the secretary and 
treasurer, and president for 
the State Executive Board.

She is currently serving as 
the second past president on 
the State Executive Board.

Winners receive a plaque 
and some recognition from 
friends, family, and col-
leagues. Recipients can also 
be asked to conduct a piece 
for the State Honors Band 
along with another conduc-
tor hired by the organiza-
tion.

“It’s the highest honor you 
can achieve and I’ve been 
very active in the organiza-
tion,” Gross said.

For more information, 
visit msboa.org/teach-
erOfTheYear.aspx

SHEPHERD

TEACHER: ‘I FEEL 
LIKE I’M FLOATING’

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

A 34-year-old man on a day pass from the Clare 
County Jail turned himself back in — three days 
later.

The man, awaiting a felony trial, was given a 
court-ordered day pass last Thursday, according 
to a Clare County Sheriff’s Office press release. 
By 6 p.m., the time he was ordered to return, he 
hadn’t returned.

He showed back up at 3 p.m. on Sunday.
On Monday, he was arraigned in the 80th Dis-

trict Court by Magistrate Worpell for escaping 
while awaiting a felony trial, with a habitual of-
fender third offense notice.

He is currently lodged in the Clare County Jail 
on a $300,000 bond.

CLARE COUNTY

Man on day pass returns 
to jail lockup two days late

Shepherd schools music instructor honored as MSBOA State Band Teacher of the Year

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Five new cases of COVID-19 were reported each 
in Gratiot, Isabella and Clare counties Tuesday, and 
there were single digits of new cases in every mid-
Michigan county.

There was also one additional death in Gratiot 
County, according to the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services. It brings Gratiot’s to-
tal number of deaths to 92.

No confirmation was available from Mid-Mich-
igan District Health Department about the death. 
That health department, which covers Gratiot 

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Fifteen 
new cases 
reported  
in region
State health officials confirm 
another death in Gratiot County

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

After having most events 
cancelled or held virtually 
for the past several months 
due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, the Gratiot Area 
Chamber of Commerce has 
decided to do something dif-
ferent.

It’s holding an actual live 
outdoor gathering - no mat-
ter what the weather may 
bring.

The “Baby it’s Cold Out-
side - Valentine’s Day Out-
door Downtown Dining 
Event” will take place from 
6 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
13 in Alma.

The city commission ap-
proved a resolution last 
month to close the 300 and 
400 blocks of Woodworth 
Avenue to permit outdoor 
dining.

“We started thinking 
about it back in December 
when we realized we needed 

to do something to get peo-
ple to come back downtown 
and help out the businesses, 
especially the restaurants 
that had to be closed dur-
ing the Christmas season,” 
Chamber Executive Director 
Brenden Kelley said.

The streets will be 
blocked off with tables and 
chairs set up at a proper so-
cial distance.

“We know it’s going to 
be cold but we will have 
firepits set up to provide 

some warmth,” Kelley said.
There’s no cost and par-

ticipants can bring in their 
own food and drinks, in-
cluding alcohol.

To meet state guidelines, 
downtown businesses that 
sell individual alcoholic 
beverages, including Brave-
heart’s Pub, Alma Brewing 
Co., Block House and the 
Pine Knot Bar, will place 
drinks in covered contain-
ers to transport to the des-

ALMA

‘Baby it’s Cold Outside’ Valentine’s event set for Feb. 13

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JOANN GROSS

JoAnn Gross, center, is pictured with former students who were marching for Central Michigan University. 
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DON CAMPBELL — THE HERALD-PALLADIUM VIA AP

Parking spaces in downtown St. Joseph are 
reserved for five-minute pick-up only back in 
March 2020. Although indoor dining is now 
open in Michigan after two separate shutdowns, 
curbside pickup is still highly encouraged.
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DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, Mi 48883

989-828-6032

2019 CHEVROLET COLORADO Z-71
CREW CAB 4X4

Only 8,000 Miles
Flawless NEW! Gorgeous Heated Leather Interior, NAVIGATION, Wireless Phone Charger,

Dual Power Seats, Factory Running Boards, Factory Tow Package!

or about
$498.00 Per Month

$34,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2020 BUICK ENVISION PREFERRED

Only 3,000 Miles
Showroom NEW! One Classy Vehicle! Heated Seats, Blind Spot Detection,

Power Liftgate, Factory Remote Start, Extremely Comfortable and Spacious!

or about
$419.00 Per Month

$28,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2019 BUICK ENCLAVE ESSENCE

Only 9,000 Miles
Showroom NEW! Heated Leather, Third Row Seating, Dual Power Seats,

NAVIGATION, Power Liftgate, Factory Remote Start!

or about
$459.00 Per Month

$32,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

2018 GMC SIERRA SLE DOUBLE CAB
4X4 Z-71

Only 19,000 Miles
Absolutely Gorgeous Truck! 5.3L V8 Engine, Z-71 Package, Heated Seats,

Remote Start, Running Boards, Tow Package!

or about
$498.00 Per Month

$34,995 /ONLY

COMPARE
ANYWHERE

»    themorningsun.com

Morning Sun
Share your opinions on topics in 

the news and join in  
conversation with other Morning 

Sun readers. Your comments 
could be featured in print. 

FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN

Like us on 
FACEBOOK

» PAGE A6

Wednesday, February 3, 2021  $2.25 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN



Morning Sun - 02/03/2021 Page : A02

February 3, 2021 11:35 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Volume 43, issue 336

311 E. Superior Street 
Alma, MI 48801 
989-779-6000 

themorningsun.com
CONTACT US
Home Delivery Customer Service: 888-
349-4042, customerservice@ 
michigannewspapers.com

ADVERTISING
989-463-6071

STAFF
Publisher, Michigan Region: Greg Ma-
zanec, mipublisher@medianewsgroup.
com 
Vice President of News,  
Don Wyatt: 248-285-9652,  
dwyatt@medianewsgroup.com
Local News: Rick Mills,  
989-779-6003, rmills@ 
medianewsgroup.com
Sports: Jim Lahde, 989-779-6061, 
jlahde@medianewsgroup.com
Director Circulation  
Operations:  
Danny Mogollon, dmogollon@medi-
anewsgroup.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
All subscriptions are CONTINUOUS, 
which means it will automatically 
renew at the end of the initial term.  
You may cancel or modify your 
subscription at any time by calling Cus-
tomer Service. You will be billed at the 
interval you have selected, which shall 
be your SUBSCRIPTION TERM.
All home delivery subscriptions will 
include the Thanksgiving edition, 
which will be charged at an additional 
$4.00. In addition, all home delivery 
subscriptions will include no more 
than three other special editions 
annually, which will be charged to the 
subscriber’s account at $4.00 each. 

This will result in shortening the length 
of your SUBSCRIPTION TERM unless 
you notify us that you do not want to 
receive special editions. To opt out of 
all special editions, including Thanks-
giving, please call customer service. 
Future SUBSCRIPTION TERM prices are 
subject to change. 
Credit is offered for vacation interrup-
tions after 14 days.  
You must call customer service to 
request an adjustment or refund.  For 
information regarding our arbitration 
terms please visit http://medianews-
group.com/common/dfm/arbitration.
pdf.
The Morning Sun strives for accuracy 
and fairness and will correct inaccura-
cies or clarify confusing information. 
Contact Local News Editor Rick Mills at 
989-779-6003 or rmills@medianews-
group.com to report any concerns 
about today’s edition.

MI LOTTERY
Tuesday
Midday Daily 3: 4-5-2
Midday Daily 4: 6-9-1-8
Daily 3: 5-8-7
Daily 4: 6-1-9-4
Fantasy 5: 4-11-17-33-36
Keno: 05-13-15-22-29-31-
32-34-38-41-42-43-50-
51-54-57-58-59-62-76-
77-78
Mega Millions: Estimated 
Jackpot: $42 million
Powerball: Estimated Jack-
pot: $20 million
The lottery numbers are not of-
ficial. Check www.michiganlot 
tery.com for confirmation.

A 21st Century Media  
Newspaper managed by  

MediaNews Group

Sarah Wright
Staff reporter
swright@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6050

Greg Nelson
Staff reporter
989-779-6003
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com
 

Rick Mills 
Local news editor
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
989-779-6003

Jim Lahde
Sports editor
jladhe@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6061

Eric Baerren
Staff reporter
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com
989-779-6066

For more ways to contact us,  
please visit us online at:

www.TheMorningSun.com/Contact

Connie was born in 
March 3, 1943 in Saint 
Louis, Michigan and 
passed on January 
16, 2021 in Metamora, 
Michigan. Her father 
Lewis Clare Gould 
and mother Eva Ruth 
Gould owned a water 
well drilling business. 
Lewis took his family 
to Florida each win-
ter and his daughter 
and son attended high 
school there until they 
returned to Hough-
ton Lake in the spring. 

Connie moved to Higgins Lake, MI and worked for 
the Gerrish-Higgins School Superintendent’s of-
0$E 3A 3 AE$CE?3C&) 9@E 63?EC AEC;E" #% ?@E A$@##6 
board from 1978 to 1986. Connie married William 
J. Mahalak in 1977. Connie loved children espe-
cially babies. They began a family and Connie also 
got a job as Elementary School Secretary where she 
worked for several years. Connie ran for the Town-
ship Clerk’s position and won the election.  She 
thought that this job would allow her more time 
with her children and grandchildren that were 
beginning to arrive. This was not to be since the 
Township business grew and she spent a good deal 
of her time computerizing the Township records, 
etc. Connie had improved the Township Clerk’s of-
0$E #!EC3?>#%A 3? ?@E $#A? #D '#CE @#=CA #D (#C8 
on her own time. She had made a lot of friends 
both children and adults but in 1997 she retired 
from the Township to spend more time with what 
she called “the light of her life,” that is her family 
and especially children of the family and with her 
husband. She always introduced me to people as 
“My best friend and husband” which pleased me 
greatly says Bill. Connie passed on 1-16-2021. She 
was best remembered for her smile and ability to 
make people laugh. Children: Tamara Hose, David 
Moore, Dr. Brian Mahalak, and we include Brian’s 
wife Dr. Mandy Mahalak. Grandchildren: Jessica 
Tjapkes, Allisa Hose, Lucy Mahalak, Liam Maha-
lak, Lily James Mahalak. Great-grandchildren: 
Cameron Tjapkes and Alexis Tjapkes.
Good Bye my “Best Friend and Light of Our Fami-
ly’s Life”  God Bless You, until we meet again in a 
Better Place. Signed, Bill Mahalak

MAHALAK, CONNIE LYNN 

Lois Ann (Green) Sand-
brook died peacefully in 
her sleep on Sunday, 
January 31, 2021.  Lois 
was born to Russell and 
Grace (Schlader) Green 
on September 21, 1934 
in Midland, MI. On Au-
gust 16, 1957 she mar-
ried Richard Curtiss 
Sandbrook, the love 
of her life.  Together 
they raised 5 children 
near Winn, Michigan.  
She attended Midland 
High School and Cen-
tral Michigan College, 

graduating with a bachelor’s degree in Home Eco-
nomics in 1957.  Lois taught Home Economics at 
Blanchard High School for a year before starting 
her family.  She was a stay-at-home Mom to their 
0;E $@>6"CE%+ 3%" 3A ?@E& BCE(+ A@E CE?=C%E" ?# 
CMU to obtain a master’s degree in Consumer Ed-
ucation.  She was a substitute teacher for Monta-
bella Schools when time allowed. She later taught 
at Montcalm Community College and CMU.  She 
had a Litton microwave business when microwaves 
were relatively new.  She taught microwave cook-
ing schools around the state to promote sales.  She 
eventually took a job as Sales Manager for Saginaw 
Distributors, a large Litton distributor, in Saginaw, 
Michigan.  She returned to education by dedicating 
many years as a District Manager for World Book 
Encyclopedias.  She enjoyed working with families 
and her team to promote lifelong learning.  Once 
her kids were mostly grown, and she could have 
easily relaxed and retired, she and Richard contin-
ued their passion for kids and learning by founding 
the Winn Area Activity Center, an after-school and 
summer camp program based at Winn Elementary 
School.  It grew under their leadership and it has 
since expanded even further under the current 
leadership team. It now has locations in Shepherd 
and Beal City as well as the original program in 
Winn.  A preschool program in Beal City was named 
the Sandbrook Learning Center in Richard and 
Lois’s honor.  Lois was preceded in death by her 
parents and her husband of nearly 52 years, Rich-
ard.  She is survived by her sister, Janet Rice; her 
sister-in-law, Virgilene Boyer; her children, Nancy 
(Stuart) Goodyear, Linda (Phillip) Koro, Judi (John) 
DiSabato, Thomas (Jacqueline) Sandbrook, Elaine 
(John) DeVlieger; grandchildren, Shawn Collins, 
Kara DeVlieger, Kelli DeVlieger, Lauren and Jesse 
Jensen, Richard Goodyear, Patrick Koro, Rachelle 
and Christopher Heck, Sarah and Jacob Cochrane, 
Victoria Koro, Sophia DeVlieger; great grandchil-
dren, Hoyt Jensen, Adelaide Heck, and Oliver 
Jensen.  She is also survived by numerous nieces 
and nephews.  A Private Funeral Service for Lois 
will be held at Clark Family Funeral Chapel.  
Friends are invited to attend the services via a 
live broadcast on Saturday, February 6, 2021 at 
11 a.m. by visiting the webcasting link at Lois’s 
Book of Memories at www.clarkfuneralchapel.
com. 5% 6>E= #D .#(ECA+ !6E3AE $#%A>"EC 3 "#%3?>#% 
to Winn Area Activity Center (WAAC), PO Box 92 
Winn, MI 48896 or Lois A. and Richard C. Sand-
brook Family Scholarship, Central Michigan Uni-
versity, Carlin Alumni House G/E, 524 E Bellows 
St., Mount Pleasant, MI 48858.

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

SANDBROOK, LOIS ANN (GREEN) 

age 86, of Mt. Pleas-
ant, passed away Mon-
day, February 1, 2021, 
at the Isabella County 
Medical Care Facil-
ity.  A Memorial Mass 
will be held at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
on Friday, February 5, 
2021 at 11 a.m. Memo-
rial contributions may 
be made to the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. 
Envelopes will be avail-
able at the church and 
Clark Family Funeral 
Chapel. Helen was born 

February 4, 1934, the daughter of Phillip and Lil-
lian (Schupbach) Kullman. She graduated from 
Mt. Pleasant High School with the class of 1951. 
Helen met the love of her life, Hilton Torpey when 
she was 7. They married on July 21, 1956. Helen 
and Hilton would have been married for 65 years 
come this July. She always enjoyed her and Hil-
ton’s anniversary trip to Mackinaw City. Helen 
worked many jobs in her life, including at her 
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munity Mental Health for Central Michigan. She 
loved spending time with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, especially watching them play 
sports and Joey race. Helen enjoyed word searches, 
doing puzzles, reading, playing cards and assist-
ing Hilton with yard work. She was a gentle, kind 
and sweet hearted lady. Helen spent her life taking 
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survived by her husband: Hilton; children: Kathy 
(Gregg) Talbert, Tom (Sarah) Torpey, Chris (Renee) 
Torpey and Sheila Torpey Burch; 13 grandchil-
dren; 17 great-grandchildren; siblings: Barb (Lynn) 
Struble, Raymond “PeeWee” (Sue) Kullman, Betty 
(Larry) Snider, Mary Davidson and Robert (Sandy) 
Kullman; and many nieces and nephews. Helen 
was preceded in death by her parents, brothers: 
Phillip, LeRoy and Alvin; sister: Rosie and son-in-
law: Joe Burch III. You may view Helen’s obituary 
online and send a condolence to the family at www.
clarkfuneralchapel.com.

TORPEY, HELEN CHRISTINE 

A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us County, stopped providing 

information about deaths, 
stopped updating their Gra-
tiot and Montcalm case and 
death numbers last year 
and stopped responding to 
inquires about them after 
the new year. They resumed 
updating their website in 
January, but their cases and 
deaths lag the state’s num-
bers by several days.

The five new cases brings 
Gratiot’s cumulative total to 
2,406.

The county’s rate of posi-
tive test results over the last 
seven days is 2.32, the best 
of the three counties. That 
is generally accepted as a 
positive result.

According to a county-
level database hosted by the 
Brown University School of 
Public Health, the county 
has a seven-day rolling av-
erage of 15.4. That is be-
tween the thresholds of the 
highest risk (higher than 
25) and second-lowest risk 
(between one and 10). The 
dashboard combines both 
confirmed and probable 
cases whereas state data 
is based only on confirmed 
cases, with probable cases 
reported separately.

The five cases brings Is-
abella County’s cumula-
tive total to 3,441, with 68 
deaths. The county’s seven-
day average of positive test 
results is 2.75, also consid-
ered a positive marker.

Isabella is the lowest of 
the three counties on the 
Brown University’s dash-
board in terms of color cod-
ing. It’s rolling seven-day 
average of new cases per 
100,000 people remained at 
8.4 cases per 100,000 peo-
ple as of Sunday. That is low 
enough that it is scored as 
the second-lowest level of 
spread.

The five new cases in 
Clare County brings its cu-
mulative total to 1,341, with 
67 deaths.

Clare County is highest 
of the three in both rolling 
seven-day averages in new 
cases per 100,000 people 

and in positive tests rate. 
According to Brown Uni-
versity’s county-level dash-
board, it has a rolling seven-
day average of 22.6 new 
cases per 100,000 people.

While Clare has fewer 
than 100,000 people, scor-
ing new cases per 100,000 
people weights the num-
ber of cases for the popula-
tion, allowing a clearer in-
dication of how quickly the 
disease is spreading among 
low population areas versus 
high population areas.

Clare’s seven-day average 
positivity rate is 7.04 per-
cent. According to the MI 
Safe Start map, a collabo-
ration of the University of 
Michigan School of Infor-
mation and School of Pub-
lic Health, that would place 
Clare in the third tier.

The first is less than 3 
percent, which would in-
clude Isabella and Gratiot 
counties. The second is be-
tween 3 and 7 percent. The 
third tier is between 7 and 
10 percent. That is generally 
considered a cause for some 
concern.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, new deaths were re-
ported in two counties, with 
new and cumulative cases 
and deaths as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
an additional case was re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,209, with 39 deaths;

• In Mecosta County, one 
more death was reported 
for a total of 19, and an ad-
ditional two cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,782;

• In Midland County, one 
more death was reported 
for a total of 54, and an ad-
ditional nine cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 4,216; and,

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional 3 cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 3,140, with 82 
deaths.

Statewide, another 63 
deaths were reported over 
the weekend for a total of 
14,672 and another 1,203 
cases were reported Tues-
day for a cumulative total 
of 562,510. Of those deaths, 
36 were discovered during a 
review of death certificates.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

ignated site.
Those establishments, 

along with Mancino’s, 
Highland Blush, Main 
Cafe and Pizza Sam’s, 
will also be providing to-
go meals.

Music will also be piped 
in to help provide “a ro-

mantic and memorable 
dining experience” just 
in time to celebrate Val-
entine’s Day, Kelley said.

A 50/50 raffle will also 
be held, he added.

“It ’s going to be a 
unique event for sure,” 
Kelley noted.

For more information 
call the chamber at 989-
463-5525 or visit its 
Facebook page.

‘Cold’
FROM PAGE 1

By Danica Kirka
The Associated Press

LONDON » Capt . Tom 
Moore, the World War II 
veteran who walked into 
the hearts of a nation in 
lockdown as he shuffled 
up and down his garden 
to raise money for 
health care work-
ers, has died after 
testing positive for 
COVID-19. He was 
100.

His family an-
nounced his death 
on Twitter, posting 
a picture of him be-
hind his walker in 
a happy moment, ready for 
an adventure.

“The last year of our 
father’s life was nothing 
short of remarkable. He 
was rejuvenated and ex-
perienced things he’d only 
ever dreamed of,’’ the fami-
ly’s statement said. “Whilst 
he’d been in so many 
hearts for just a short time, 
he was an incredible father 
and grandfather, and he 
will stay alive in our hearts 
forever.’’

Captain Tom, as he be-
came known in newspa-
per headlines and TV in-
terviews, set out to raise 
1,000 pounds for Britain’s 
National Health Service 
by walking 100 laps of his 
backyard. 

But his quest went vi-
ral and caught the imag-
ination of millions stuck 
at home during the first 
wave of the pandemic. Do-
nations poured in from 
across Britain and as far 
away as the United States 
and Japan, raising some 33 
million pounds ($40 mil-
lion).

For three weeks in 
April, fans were greeted 
with daily videos of Cap-
tain Tom, stooped with 
age, doggedly pushing his 
walker in the garden. But 
it was his sunny attitude 
during a dark moment that 
inspired people to look be-

yond illness and 
loss.

“Please always 
remember, tomor-
row will be a good 
day,” Moore said in 
an interview dur-
ing his walk, utter-
ing the words that 
became his trade-
mark.

When Captain Tom fin-
ished his 100th lap on April 
16, a military honor guard 
lined the path. The cele-
bration continued on his 
birthday a few days later, 
when two World War II-era 
fighter planes flew over-
head in tribute. Moore, 
a plaid blanket over his 
shoulders, pumped a fist 
as they roared past.

In July, he was knighted 
by Queen Elizabeth II in 
a socially distanced cer-
emony at Windsor Cas-
tle, west of London. The 
94-year-old monarch used 
an impossibly long sword 
to confer the honor as 
Moore, wearing his war-
time medals on his chest, 
leaned on his walker, 
beamed and became Sir 
Tom.

“I have been over-
whelmed by the many 
honors I have received 
over the past weeks, but 
there is simply nothing 
that can compare to this,″ 
he tweeted after the cere-
mony. “I am overwhelmed 
with pride and joy.”

OBITUARY

Capt. Tom Moore, WWII 
vet beloved in UK, dies

OBITUARY BRIEF

Hal Holbrook, prolific actor  
who played Twain, dies at 95
NEW YORK » Hal Holbrook, the award-winning character 
actor who toured the world for more than 50 years as Mark 

Twain in a one-man show and uttered the 
immortal advice “Follow the money” in the 
classic political thriller “All the President’s 
Men,” has died. He was 95.

Holbrook died on Jan. 23 in Beverly Hills, 
California, his representative, Steve Rohr, 
told The Associated Press on Tuesday.

Actors across the spectrum mourned 
Holbrook’s passing, including Bradley 
Whitford, who called him an “incredible 
actor” and Viola Davis, who wrote “RIP to 

the always wonderful Hal Holbrook.”

— The Associated Press

Moore

Holbrook
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Central Montcalm looking to replace drinking water 

well  

State’s new guidelines lowed max PFAS levels 

By Brandon Schreur | on February 03, 2021  

 

Under new guidelines from the Michigan PFAS Action Response Team (MPART), Central Montcalm Public School 

is looking to replace the drinking water well at the middle and high school before Sept. 30, 2021, in order to comply 

with the state’s health advisory standards for PFAS. — DN Photo | Brandon Schreur 

STANTON — New guidelines from the Michigan PFAS Action Response Team (MPART) have put Central 

Montcalm Public School in a position where they’re now looking to drill a replacement drinking water well. 

In 2018, the state of Michigan passed legislation mandating that all schools connected to private wells must have their 

water sources tested for per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 

On July 13, 2018, Central Montcalm Middle and High School’s drinking water well’s test came back at 19 parts per 

trillion (ppt) for perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane (PFOS) and 64 total tested PFAS. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/bschreur/


 

According to data.michigan.gov, a second test was done on Aug. 17, 2018, that came back at 27 ppt for PFOA and 

PFOS and 79 total tested PFAS. A third test on Sept. 14, 2018, showed 31 ppt for PFOA and PFOS and 91 total tested 

PFAS. 

At the time, the health advisory criteria for both the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Michigan 

Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) was 70 ppt for PFOA and PFOS, meaning the school 

was below the maximum limits for all three tests. 

“In August of 2018, we were first notified that PFAS was detected in the school drinking water at the middle and high 

school, although it was below the health advisory,” Central Montcalm Superintendent Amy Meinhardt told the Daily 

News. “We sent letters notifying parents of the detection. We have installed filters on all our drinking fountains.” 

On Aug. 3, 2020, MPART (which includes members from EGLE, the Michigan Department of Health and Human 

Services and several other state agencies) updated their PFAS investigation guidelines and clean-up efforts across the 

state. Under the new drinking water standards, the maximum containment level for PFOA is eight ppt and the 

maximum containment level for PFOS is 16 ppt. 

“MPART has established itself as a national leader in responding to PFAS contamination,” MPART Executive 

Director Steve Silver stated in a press release. “These new PFAS limits are an important regulatory tool that will 

allow us to expand our mission and protect more Michiganders from these contaminants.” 

Stanton city officials have previously said that the school district has since installed a new drinking water well at the 

high school; however, while the district is currently looking to obtain funding for such action, a new well has not yet 

been installed. 

While Central Montcalm’s three tests from 2018 now exceed the state’s new guidelines, the Mid-Michigan District 

Health Department (MMDHD) told the Daily News that the drinking water well is still in compliance with the state’s 

regulations as another year’s worth of testing needs to be done at the site. 

“In 2018, if there was any hit with PFAS compounds that came back, we were watching it,” MMDHD Environmental 

Health Director Liz Braddock explained. “Right off the bat, we were very concerned about Tri County, whose water 

supply was very close to 70 ppt for PFOA and PFOS.” 

Tri County Area Schools has since dug a new well at its Middle School since the 2018 tests that came back free of 

PFAS. 

“Tri County was close to 62 (at that time), while Central Montcalm had a detection that was a bit more below the 70 

ppt,” Braddock said. “It was still a detection. Move forward to (this August) and the PFAS rules have a new 

maximum containment level. The school now has to be tested on a new routine basis. The program, which we oversee 

for EGLE, has to have a year’s worth of new data. That didn’t go into effect until the summer of 2020. 

“We know that, within a year’s time, it’s very likely (that well) will still be above the new maximum containment 

level of 8 ppt (for PFOA). While the well has not yet been replaced, it’s still in compliance with regulations because 

of the way that the program is run. They have to have a year’s worth of results (that come in above the maximum 

containment levels) for them to not be in compliance.” 

Braddock said the school’s drinking well is considered a “non-community water supply,” meaning that it’s a water 

system that provides water for drinking or potable purposes to 25 or more persons at least 60 days per year or has 15 

or more service connections. 

http://data.michigan.gov/


 

She also noted that the maximum containment levels for PFAS contamination are strictly for drinking water and not 

for water used for other purposes. 

“We tested the other drinking water wells on (Central Montcalm’s) campus,” she added. “The only one that we’re 

concerned about is the one that’s located by the high school. Luckily, they haven’t been in session for very long this 

year. We also tested the city of Stanton’s well for (municipal) drinking water, which came back non-detect. Other 

sites that we tested, such as (Montcalm Community College), also came back as non-detect.” 

According to Braddock, Central Montcalm has until Sept. 30, 2021, to complete its yearly sampling. 

Meinhardt said the school is now looking into an alternative drinking water source for the middle and high school. 

“While we are still in compliance currently, the drinking water well is classified as a non-community drinking water 

supply and the current PFAS detection will exceed the new maximum containment levels for drinking water in 

Michigan,” she said. “We have been and will continue to work with EGLE and the health department to find a 

solution to eliminate PFAS from our water supply. We have submitted a grant application to (EGLE) to hopefully 

secure funds to drill a replacement drinking water well.” 

“When we talk about alternative water sources, that could be anything from an approved filter to providing drinking 

water to the building,” Braddock added. “At this time, moving towards replacing the drinking water well would be a 

good alternative (for the district) because of the volume of people within the building. 

“The application funding deadline (for EGLE) is Jan. 31, 2021, for the first round. Applications are reviewed per-

quarter, so I anticipate that the school district would receive a response quickly. The school would not need to wait 

until the end of the annual testing before pursuing an alternative water supply.” 

EGLE is currently investigating the cause for the contamination, with much of the department’s attention focusing on 

a city-owned landfill abandoned in 1980 located approximately 0.8 miles north of Central Montcalm High School. 

While EGLE and Stanton are doing further PFAS testing at drinking wells around the former landfill, Braddock said 

anyone looking for more information about water testing or those wanting to learn about drinking water bacteria 

testing can contact the MMDHD at (989) 831-3607. 
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About 17K estimated to have received COVID-19 

vaccine in MMDHD area  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on February 05, 2021  

STANTON — The Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) may not be receiving enough COVID-19 

vaccine for the local population, but it’s making good use of what it’s received thus far. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham reported on Tuesday that an estimated 

16,824 people have received the COVID-19 vaccine to date in the health department’s three-county area. — DN 

Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham posted a video update on Tuesday about vaccine progress for the health 

department, which covers Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties. 

The MMDHD has received four shipments of the Moderna vaccine so far — 1,600 doses on Dec. 28, 2020, 1,600 

doses on Jan. 18, 1,100 doses on Jan. 24 and 2,300 doses on Tuesday for a total of 6,600. Additional doses are going 

to hospitals and pharmacies in the three-county area for a grand total of 25,750 to date. 

While the MMDHD’s target population to vaccinate as soon as possible was originally 71,993 people, that target has 

now been reduced to 40,176 due to a continued vaccine shortage, according to Cheatham. 

The MMDHD has currently used 5,970 of its 6,600 doses (or 90%), including 4,720 first doses and 1,250-second 

doses of the two-shot Moderna vaccine. 

“Our performance is really good, we’re achieving Dr. (Joneigh) Khaldun’s goals for us,” Cheatham noted. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

According to the state of Michigan, 16,824 people in the MMDHD jurisdiction have been vaccinated, which matches 

the MMDHD’s estimated numbers — assuming local health care facilities have given an estimated 10,854 of their 

15,550 doses so far, according to Cheatham. He noted the 16,824 number is based on where people live (people are 

counted as being vaccinated in the county they live in, even if they get vaccinated in another county or jurisdiction). 

 

Healthcare workers, frontline state and federal workers, emergency workers, police and firefighters, child care and 

school staff, corrections staff and people 75 and older are currently receiving the COVID-19 vaccine in Clinton, 

Gratiot and Montcalm counties; however, a vaccine shortage continues to delay the vaccine for all other essential 

workers; people age 65 to 74; and people age 16 to 64 with risk factors and pre-existing conditions. — Screenshot 

Cheatham said those who are currently being vaccinated include healthcare workers, frontline state and federal 

workers, emergency workers, police and firefighters, child care and school staff, corrections staff and people 75 and 

older; however, the vaccine continues to be delayed for all other essential workers (including courts, mortuary 

services, retail, food, public workers and transportation workers); people age 65 to 74; and people age 16 to 64 with 

risk factors and pre-existing conditions. 

“There isn’t enough vaccination for everybody, I want to be clear about that,” Cheatham emphasized. “The vaccine is 

still scarce. It’s hard to get it.” 

Cheatham said the MMDHD jurisdiction is at least getting its “fair share” of the vaccine based on the combined 

population of the three-county area. 

“We’re about 1.8% of the population of Michigan and we’ve gotten about 1.8% of the doses that have flowed into our 

state,” he said. “We’re pretty lucky in mid-Michigan, we have four small hospitals and that’s boosted some of our 

numbers so we are getting our fair share of the vaccine.” 

Cheatham said of the current priority group of 40,176 people targeted for the vaccine as soon as possible, some of 

those people won’t receive their first shot until April. 



 

“The state has told us to only expect 2,000 to 3,000 doses a week into the jurisdiction — not just to the health 

department but to health care and the health department combined,” he said. “That’s not good. We have been told that 

the supply is probably going to be the same next week and the week after before it starts to open up. I’m not expecting 

a lot of vaccine in the very near future.” 

Cheatham said the MMDHD is continuing to hold vaccine clinics at its three campuses in Clinton, Gratiot and 

Montcalm counties. He said the MMDHD has transferred several hundred doses of the vaccine to pharmacies in 

Greenville, Alma and DeWitt as well. 

The MMDHD is coordinating with the Michigan National Guard to arrange to vaccinate hundreds of prison 

employees working at Gratiot and Montcalm county prisons as well. 

Cheatham encourages people to continue to check the MMDHD website at www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-

information for updates about local vaccine ability through either the MMDHD or local healthcare or pharmacy 

facilities. 

Ionia County Health Officer Ken Bowen says his county’s health department continues to work its way through 

Group 1B and is also hosting second dose clinics for Group 1A and schools. 

“Our current focus for first doses is corrections staff and the over-65 population,” he noted. 

Visit the Ionia County Health Department website at ioniacounty.org/health/health-department for updates about 

vaccine availability in that county. 

Montcalm County has had a total of 82 COVID-related deaths since March 2020, including 11 deaths in January of 

this year. Montcalm County has not reported any COVID-related deaths since Jan. 21. 

Ionia County has had a total of 61 COVID-related deaths since March 2020, including 18 deaths in January of this 

year. Ionia County has not reported any COVID-related deaths since Jan. 28. 

 

  

 

http://www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information
http://www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information
http://ioniacounty.org/health/health-department
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CHARLOTTE – Eaton County health
officials confirmed the first case of the
new British variant of the coronavirus in
Greater Lansing.

The Barry-Eaton Health Department
did not have details on the case as its in-
vestigation is ongoing, according to a
press release. The variant — B.1.1.7
— was first detected in Washtenaw
County in January and has since been
found in Oakland, Kent and Calhoun
counties.

Michigan has reported 29 cases of
the B.1.1.7 variant, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

The British coronavirus variant can
spread more rapidly and may be tied to
an increased chance of death, according
to the CDC. Early research has indicated
the COVID-19 vaccine is effective
against the new strain.

The health department urged people
to continue taking precautions against
the virus as new variants become more
prevalent:

h Wear a mask when around other
people

h Stay six feet apart
h Wash your hand frequently
h Ventilate indoor spaces
h Get vaccinated as you are eligible

and supply is available

Mutations ‘common and normal’

Jennifer Morse, medical director for
the Mid-Michigan District Health De-
partment, said during a board of health
meeting that mutations within the ge-
netic code of viruses are “common and
normal.” RNA viruses, like the novel cor-
onavirus, can replicate faster than other
viruses.

Variants detected include the British
B.1.1.7, the South African variant 13.1.351
and the Brazilian variant P.1. Morse said
there’s likely more variants out there
but detecting the mutations requires
genotyping samples for differences in
the virus’ structure.

Morse said the new variants identi-
fied so far spread more effectively, could 

British
coronavirus
variant
confirmed in
Eaton County
Craig Lyons
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

See VARIANT, Page 4A

The snow gathered on the steps of
the Gilbert Pavilion and stayed there
Saturday night, even as a basketball
game was about to start inside.

It was Michigan State’s first game
back at the Breslin Center in an entire
month, a Saturday night tilt in the
heart of basketball season, but almost
nobody is allowed inside.

A masked woman sits at a gray table
inside the glass doors, checking names
off a list. She knows each one as they
walk inside, even as they all wear
masks. By now, she knows what time
they’re going to arrive.

It’s an exclusive club at Michigan
State basketball games this season as
the coronavirus continues to keep
crowds at home. For a couple games
around the holidays, the school let in
parents of the players. But on Saturday,
only two parents of players are allowed
inside.

They are MSU’s Tom Izzo and Ne-

braska’s Fred Hoiberg, the head coach-
es of the teams playing. Their sons both
play for Michigan State.

The video board plays a hum of
imagined crowd noise that doesn’t re-
act to the changes in the game. MSU’s
Aaron Henry hits a step-back jumper,
Foster Loyer steals a pass near the bas-
ket and saves it from going out of
bounds, and the piped-in noise from
above is as steady as a lengthy defen-
sive possession in a nonconference
game.

This is what games in Breslin and
across the nation have become this
season, full of empty concourses and

fake fans. Basketball has become a bat-
tle of who can manufacture the energy
the sport is meant to thrive on.

“I thought our locker room was
dead,” Izzo said. “That was one of the
things that really bothered me before
the game.”

For once, the atmosphere fit the mo-
ment, with two teams turning the ball
over to each other in a battle of strug-
gling Big Ten teams. Perhaps in a nor-
mal year, the buzz would be light for a
Saturday night tilt between 8-7 Michi-
gan State and 4-8 Nebraska.

But it’s never been this light before.
“There’s no fans, there’s no Izzone.

A lot of the moving parts are gone,” said
Seth Kesler, the director of facilities
and events. “So now it’s down to the
basics – players, coaches and officials.

“This is my 20th season and defi-
nitely the most different.”

Kesler describes his job these days
as having less to do and more to worry
about. Much of his staff works remote-
ly during the week and comes together 

Michigan State’s Joshua Langford, left, shoots a 3-pointer in an empty Breslin Center as Nebraska’s Lat Mayen defends
during the second half on Saturday in East Lansing. NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Playing to the steady
drone of unresponsive,
simulated crowd noise

Nate Atkins
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

TODAY’S GAME

Penn State at Michigan State

When: 7 p.m.

Where: Breslin Center, East Lansing

TV/radio: ESPN2/WJIM 1240-AM,
94.9-FM

Inside: MSU-Penn State Tipoff,
Page 2B

See EMPTY BRESLIN, Page 4A

VIEW FROM THE EMPTY CHEAP SEATS
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cause more serious illness and lead to
a higher death rate.

“This is concerning because it
does tend to spread more quickly,”
Morse said. “It’s really imperative we
follow the same prevention mea-
sures.”

Manufacturers of the vaccines are
looking at the vaccines’ effectiveness
against new variants. Morse said
RNA vaccines are easy to adapt to
new variants as manufacturers just
alter the sequence of the virus.

Testing can detect new variants

The CDC reported the polymerase
chain reaction, or deep nasal swab
test, can detect new variants of the
coronavirus.

People should get tested for the vi-
rus if they or someone close to them
has symptoms. Those include a
cough, sore throat, fever, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, a
headache or a loss of taste of smell.

If a person has been in close
contact with someone who tested
positive for the virus, they should
get tested. Health officials define
close contact as being within 6 feet of
someone for 15 minutes or longer.

Variant
Continued from Page 1A

Nearly 1 in 4 of the donations made to
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s campaign
fund since she took office have come
from outside Michigan — a high per-
centage for a state officeholder, and one
that reflects her significant national
profile.

Among residents of other states who
have opened their wallets to support
Whitmer are Facebook Chief Operating
Officer Sheryl Sandberg; entrepreneur/
investor Chris Sacca, known for his ap-
pearances on TV’s “Shark Tank,” and
Jean Schulz, the widow of “Peanuts”
cartoonist Charles Schulz and president
of the board of directors at the Charles
M. Schulz Museum.

Whitmer, a Democrat, has received
2,074 individual donations of $100 or
more totaling nearly $522,000 from
outside Michigan since 2019, a Free
Press analysis shows. 

That represents 24% of the dona-
tions she has received and nearly 17% of
her total cash haul from individual do-
nors since she took office.

“I don’t think there’s any surprise
that Gov. Whitmer has a pretty high na-
tional profile,” said Susan Demas, editor
of the Michigan Advance, an online
publication that covers Michigan poli-
tics.

“She gave the response to (former
President Donald) Trump’s last State of
the Union; she was on the short list for
vice president,” Demas said, noting that
Whitmer also was a national co-chair of
former Vice President Joe Biden’s suc-
cessful Democratic campaign for presi-
dent in 2020.

“She certainly is well known to Dem-
ocrats across the country, and of course
has been on pretty much every national
talk show there is.”

By comparison, former Michigan
Gov. Rick Snyder, a Republican who, un-
like Whitmer, lived and worked in other
states before he was elected, received
only 30 out-of-state donations totaling
$19,300 — less than 3% of his total — in
the first three years after he took office,
records show.

A Michigan Campaign Finance Net-
work analysis showed former Demo-
cratic Gov. Jennifer Granholm, who also
had a national profile and is soon ex-
pected to be confirmed as U.S. energy
secretary, posted numbers similar to
Whitmer’s during her 2006 reelection
campaign, with 27% of her contribu-
tions and 16% of her money coming
from out of state, Crain’s Detroit Busi-
ness reported.

The Center for Public Integrity re-
ported in 2018 that nationwide, out-of-
state contributions typically make up
only 10% of direct gubernatorial fund-
raising.

Whitmer, who became known as “the
woman from Michigan,” as a result of
words Trump used in criticizing her
handling of the coronavirus pandemic
and for not being “appreciative” enough
of his efforts to address the pandemic,
has enjoyed especially strong out-of-
state support from women.

Of Whitmer’s out-of-state donors
whose gender could reasonably be in-
ferred based on their first names, 44%
were women. That’s a high percentage
of female donors by historical stan-
dards, though women have been closing
the donor gap with men in recent years.

Whitmer received donations from
every state except North Dakota, plus
money from the District of Columbia,
American Samoa, Canada, Italy and the
United Kingdom. Donations from for-
eign residents are legal as long as the
donors are U.S. citizens.

From New Hampshire, Whitmer re-
ceived nine donations totaling $950. All
nine donations came from seven wom-
en, records show.

Diane Scott of Chatham, New Hamp-
shire, said she has no ties to Michigan
but wanted to show her support for
Whitmer by writing her a $100 check in
October, shortly after federal and state
officials revealed an alleged plot to kid-
nap Whitmer and brought felony
charges against 14 men.

“I could see all the pushback she was
getting for making rational decisions
(related to the pandemic) intended to
save people’s lives,” said Scott, who re-
tired from nursing so she could spend
more time painting. “I thought, ‘If I don’t
step up, who is going to step up?’

“Somebody has to let this woman
know there are some sensible people
out there.”

Scott said she made her donation to
Whitmer through ActBlue, a nonprofit
that allows Democratic donors to easily
contribute to candidates around the
country. The growth of easy-to-use on-
line tools such as ActBlue likely has con-
tributed to Whitmer’s high level of out-
of-state support.

Donors included actors, writers, at-
torneys, academics, corporate CEOs
and online entrepreneurs — though few
who are household names. As in other
states, many of the donors support a
range of Democratic, environmental
and/or feminist causes.

Christopher Mills, a senior campaign
adviser to Whitmer, said the “vast ma-
jority” of Whitmer’s support continues

to come from across Michigan, as she
leads the state through one of the most
difficult periods in its history.

She “is the type of leader that people
from all walks of life can trust and put
their faith in because she stays focused
on the kitchen-table issues that will
help them get ahead,” Mills said in an
email.

Whitmer received close to 500 dona-
tions totaling nearly $121,000 from Cali-
fornia alone.

In addition to Sandberg and Schulz,
Whitmer’s California donors include:

h TV and film director Helaine Head,
whose many credits include “Cagney
And Lacey,” “St. Elsewhere“ and “L.A.
Law.”

h Actress and director Helen Les-
nick, whose credits include “A Family
Affair,” “Inescapable“ and “American
Cyborg: Steel Warrior.”

h Jonathan Bischke, co-founder of
recruitment software company Entelo.

h Sujo Offield, whose husband, Jim,
is an heir to the Wrigley chewing gum
fortune.

Of the California donations, 22 came
from Berkeley, and most of those donors
were connected with the University of
California.

New York state was the second-big-
gest source of out-of-state funds for
Whitmer. She received 182 donations
from New York totaling $79,700.

Notable New York donors included:
h Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla.
h Arnold Glimcher, chairman of Pace

Gallery in New York City.
h Theatrical producer Amy Neder-

lander, who has Michigan ties and has
been involved in numerous Broadway
shows as a producer or investor, includ-
ing “The Diary of Anne Frank” with Nat-
alie Portman; “Salome” with Al Pacino;
“Thurgood” with Laurence Fishburne;
“The Merchant of Venice” with Pacino
again; “Rent,” and “Hamilton.”

h Friedrike Merck, a sculptor, activist
and philanthropist who is heiress to the
Merck pharmaceutical fortune.

h Human rights activist Joyce Hor-
man, the wife of journalist Charles Hor-
man, who went missing when they were
living in Chile. She was portrayed by ac-
tress Sissy Spacek in the 1982 film
“Missing.”

h Adelaide Gomer, the daughter of
media executive and entrepreneur Roy
Hampton Park, known for creating the
Duncan Hines brand of food products.
She serves as president of his founda-
tion’s board of trustees.

Other notable Whitmer donors from
around the U.S. include:

h In Georgia, Benjamin DeCosta, the
former general manager of Hartsfield-

Jackson Atlanta International Airport in
Atlanta and now an aviation consultant.

h Peter Hagedorn, a major Hawaii
political donor and the son of Horace
Hagedorn of Miracle-Gro fame.

h In Illinois, Casey Cowell, the foun-
der of U.S. Robotics, who also has strong
ties to the Traverse City area.

h In Indiana, Debbie Simon, the
daughter of the late billionaire shopping
mall developer Mel Simon, who co-
owned the Indiana Pacers.

h In Massachusetts, Arnold Hiatt, a
major Democratic donor who was presi-
dent of Stride Rite footwear company.

h Also in Massachusetts, Barbara
Lee, a philanthropist who only supports
female candidates and whose founda-
tion published, “Keys to the Governor’s
Office: The Guide for Women Running
for Governor.”

h In Nebraska, Norm Waitt, founder
and chairman of the Waitt Co. in Oma-
ha. He and his brother Ted founded Ga-
teway Computers, where Snyder, the
former Michigan governor, was a top ex-
ecutive.

h In Washington state, Nancy Nord-
hoff a philanthropist and environmen-
talist mostly known for her involvement
in feminist causes. She founded the
Hedgebrook Writer’s Retreat.

h Also in Washington, Internet en-
trepreneur Richard Barton, who found-
ed online travel company Expedia Inc.
and the online real estate company Zil-
low.

Laura Cox, who until Saturday was
chair of the Michigan Republican Party,
has criticized Whitmer’s many appear-
ances on national TV, accusing her of
campaigning for Biden’s VP spot and
neglecting problems in Michigan.

Tom Shields, a longtime Republican
strategist and consultant in Lansing,
said opponents will also sometimes at-
tack politicians for raising too much
money out of state, saying they should
be more focused on their home state.
But those criticisms typically come
from opponents who have been out-
raised and the general public generally
does not care where a candidate’s finan-
cial support originates, he said.

Shields said he is surprised that the
amount of support Whitmer is receiving
from outside Michigan is not higher
than it is, given her national profile.

With no clear Republican opponent
emerging yet for 2022, it is possible
Whitmer has not had to make a concert-
ed effort yet to raise money beyond
Michigan’s borders, Shields said.

“If she gets on the danger list at some
point over the next two years, she has
the ability to raise a whole lot more“
from outside Michigan, Shields said.

Whitmer campaign donors span US
Paul Egan
Detroit Free Press

USA TODAY NETWORK

on game day. Their sole focus now that
parents aren’t allowed in is to provide a
safe space for the players, coaches and
officials amid COVID-19 protocols.

On Saturday, that process presented

a scare after Thomas Kithier tested neg-
ative for the virus but wasn’t feeling
right to start the game. He checked out
and left the arena, and staff notified offi-
cials and both teams as they continued
to play. He has since tested negative
again.

Before this season, Kesler was only
accustomed to packed crowds at Bres-
lin, with the student section named af-
ter the coach who has come to define the
program. Izzo took over as coach in 1995
and by Kesler’s first year in 2001, the
team was just a year removed from a na-
tional championship. The Spartans
have never missed the NCAA tourna-
ment in that span.

That’s another part of the 2020-2021
season that could be different at Michi-
gan State. Even after a 66-56 win over
Nebraska on Saturday, Michigan State
is just 9-7 and appears to be a longshot
to make the tournament. There are just
seven games left on the schedule, in-
cluding Tuesday’s 7 p.m. game at Bres-
lin against Penn State, but the Spartans
could still play as many as 10, depending
on whether their three postponed Big
Ten games are able to be rescheduled.

The students are still gathering in
their own spaces. Some hold watch par-
ties in the homes north of campus while
others pack into bars such as Crunchy’s,
which are allowed a quarter of their nor-
mal capacity.

Inside Crunchy’s, the volume on the
TVs stays muted during the games. It’s
like an ode to the arena to the south.

In the Breslin Center, that silence
permeates everything, from the cavern-
ous bathrooms to the nonexistent lines
for concessions to the stands, with
around 10 real people and dozens of
cardboard cutouts where fans normally
sit.

That lethargy extends to the court,
where players are trying to find their
chemistry and conditioning after so
much time off. 

“We just need to come together.
That’s all that it is,” said Gabe Brown,
who played his first game back Saturday

after contracting the virus. “We do need
energy from me, all of the captains.
Each and every player needs to bring
something to the table. Energy, that’s
something that you can control.”

On Saturday, Joshua Langford hit a
pair of 3-pointers to fend off a second-
half Nebraska run, and his socially dis-
tanced teammates on the bench
clapped and so did a couple scattered
employees seated as far from the court
as possible.

Michigan State had won a game for
the first time since Jan. 5.

The joy was hard to find.
“Everybody’s real fragile. I think that

is one of the COVID hangovers. Every-
one’s going through a lot and everyone’s
fragile,” Izzo said.

“It’s an interesting time. It’s not all
their fault and it’s not all our fault. But
it’s an interesting time.”

Contact Nate Atkins at nat-
kins@lsj.com. 

Empty Breslin
Continued from Page 1A

Michigan State’s Gabe Brown passes by cutout photos in what would normally be
packed courtside seats during the second half Saturday’s game against Nebraska
at the Breslin Center in East Lansing. PHOTOS BY NICK KING/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Michigan State’s Steven Izzo wears a
mask while shooting during warmups
in an arena with no fans.
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By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Union Township passed a budget amend-
ment in the amount of $425,000 for the pur-
chase of a vactor truck.

The decision was made at the Union 
Township Board of Trustees meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 10 which could be accessed 
via Zoom or over the phone.

This amendment will affect the Sanitary 
Sewer Operating Budget for the FY2021 
budget. Previously, the FY2021 Operating 
Budget was approved at the Dec. 16 Board 

of Trustees meeting. The budget request in-
cluded funds in the sanitary sewer budget 
for the purchase of a vactor truck but the 
FY2021 budget was approved without ap-
propriation of funds for the purchase of a 
vactor truck.

According to an action request form from 
Public Services Director Kim Smith, “the 
current sewer vactor and sewer jetter were 
purchased in the mid – late 1990’s. Since 
then, the size of the township’s sewer and 
water systems have doubled in size.”

The number and depth of sewer mains, 
manholes, and pump station wet wells have 

increased and the purchase of a properly 
sized vactor/jetter truck will is supposed to 
allow the Township Public Services Depart-
ment to better respond to customers’ needs 
and emergencies.

“The proposed vactor truck will provide 
additional capacity, utilize less labor, in-
crease public and employee safety, and in-
crease reliability,” the action request form 
said.

In later meetings over 2021, the Town-
ship will approve the RFP Preparation and 
Competitive Billing before the purchase is 
approved.

UNION TWP.

Board OKs budget amendment for purchase of vactor truck

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

Based on most of the metrics, 
the safest place right now in mid-
Michigan is Gratiot County.

With a 1.09 rolling seven-day 
average of test positivity, it has 
the lowest of Isabella, Gratiot and 
Clare counties. It also now has the 
lowest seven-day rolling average 
for new cases per 100,000 people.

According to a county-level 
dashboard hosted by the Brown 
University School of Public 
Health, Gratiot has an average of 
6 new cases per 100,000 people as 
of Tuesday. That is in the category 
for counties with the second-low-
est spread, and it is colored yellow 
on the dashboard map.

That dashboard combines 
probable cases and deaths. State 
data primarily uses confirmed 
cases and confirmed deaths, but 
probable cases and deaths is also 
available.

And, as of Thursday, its 94th 
death was announced. That is the 
highest of the three counties by 
24. One more confirmed case was 
announced Thursday for a cumu-
lative total of 2,425.

Based on deaths and confirmed 
cases, 3.8 of confirmed cases in 
Gratiot County end in death. If 
you add in the 301 probable cases 
and four probable deaths, for to-
tals of 2,726 and 98, the percent-
age becomes 3.5.

The state’s average case fatality 
rate is 2.6 percent for confirmed 
cases, 2.5 percent when probable 
cases and deaths are added.

No information was available 
about the person who died. Mid-
Michigan District Health De-
partment, which oversees Gratiot 
County, stopped providing infor-
mation on deaths before Christ-
mas.

At that time, the health depart-
ment also stopped updating the 
number of deaths for Montcalm 
and Gratiot counties on its web-
site. It resumed doing that after 
the new year without explaining 
why.

Isabella County is second in 
both test positivity and spread.

The county’s six-day rolling 
average for test positivity is 2.96. 
That is the last seven days minus 
results reported by the state on 
Sunday.

On Sunday, the state reported a 
single-day positivity rate of more 
than 27 percent and 54 positive 
tests. That test rate is five times 

MID MICHIGAN

One death, 
handful of 
COVID-19 
local cases 
reported

MEDIANEWS GROUP FILE PHOTO

The parade is among the highlights of the annual Clare Irish Festival. 

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, 
Clare’s 47th annual Irish Festival is expected 
to be carried out differently than in previ-
ous years.

During 2020, Clare canceled all Irish Fes-
tival events though at the time businesses 
were allowed to remain open for St. Patrick’s 
Day at their own discretion.

In terms of the 2021 celebration, Clare 
will not to be able to hold certain traditional 
Irish Festival events due to the current CO-

VID-19 restrictions placed on the public by 
the Michigan Department of Health and Hu-
man Services.

“Most of our events, such as the Irish Fes-
tival Parade, Bed Races, Beer Tent, Arts & 
Craft Show and Irish Fest Recipe Contest are 
held on City and School property and take 
months of planning,” Clare Area Chamber 
of Commerce Marketing Specialist Liz Craf-
ton said. “So, in the interest of public safety, 
the Chamber Board had to make the very 
difficult decision not to hold those events 
in March 2021.”

With that in mind, the Chamber of Com-

merce will be encouraging people to visit 
Clare during March 11-17 with Irish-themed 
events, meals and specials that local Cham-
ber Members will be doing.

“It’s an ‘eat, shop, play’ local campaign 
with the theme of ‘Keepin’ it Green,’” Craf-
ton said. “Our Chamber is also looking at do-
ing a ‘Half Way to St. Patrick’s Day’ event on 
September 18th at which time we hope that 
the State restrictions have eased enough for 
us to hold an event that will keep Irish Festi-
val fresh in the community’s mind for 2022.”

For more information, claremichigan.
com.

CLARE

EAT, SHOP, PLAY. 
BUT NO PARADE

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Multimedia journalist

Last November, voters across 
the Gratiot-Isabella RESD ap-
proved by wide margins a ballot 
question for all nine districts to 
join Mid-Michigan College’s dis-
trict boundaries.

They also narrowly rejected 
an accompanying question ask-
ing them to pay for it by adopt-
ing the college’s millage rate. 
That no vote scuttled the ex-
pansion.

The college will bring both 
questions back before voters 
in a different format on the 
May 4 ballot, said Scott Mertes, 

vice president for academic af-
fairs and community outreach 
at MMC. Rather than asking 
all nine districts to join as one, 
they’re bringing both questions 
back before voters as individual 
school districts.

Those districts include people 
living in the Mt. Pleasant, Beal 
City, Shepherd, St. Louis, Alma, 
Breckenridge, Fulton, Ithaca and 
Ashley school districts.

MID-MICHIGAN COLLEGE

Another shot at expansion due
Mid-Michigan College 
is making another 
attempt to expand 
its geography on the 
May ballot. Voters in 
the member districts 
of the Gratiot-Isabella 
RESD, plus Chippewa 
Hills, can join MMC’s 
geography individually, 
rather than as a whole 
RESD.
COURTESY PHOTO

Annual Irish Festival will be celebrated differently due to COVID-19
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higher than the other days 
in the last seven days and 10 
times higher than the num-
ber of confirmed cases re-

ported that day.
As likely incorrect, it was 

not counted into Isabella’s 
seven-day rolling average.

The county’s seven-day 
rolling average for new 
cases is also 8.8 per 100,000 
people. Like Gratiot, that is 
also in the second-lowest 

risk category.
An additional six cases 

were reported in Isabella 
County on Thursday for a 
cumulative total of 3,486, 
with 70 deaths.

Isabella’s case fatality 
rate for confirmed cases 
and deaths is 2.0 percent. 
When probable cases — 427 
— and probable deaths — 
one — are added, it falls to 
1.8 percent.

An additional three cases 
were reported Thursday in 
Clare County, for a cumu-
lative total of 1,371, with 69 
deaths.

The county’s case fatal-
ity rate — the percentage of 
confirmed cases that end in 
death — is the highest of the 
three at 4.9 percent. When 
probable cases — 25 — and 
deaths — one — are added, 
it falls to 4.3 percent.

Clare County’s popula-
tion is older and poorer. El-
derly people are the most 

at-risk for dying from CO-
VID-19, and poverty is as-
sociated with a greater rate 
of chronic health condi-
tions due to poorer access 
to health care and highly 
nourishing diets.

Clare County also con-
tinues to lag the other two 
counties in indicators of dis-
ease spread.

It’s seven-day rolling av-
erage for test positivity is 
4.46 percent and its seven-
day rolling average for new 
cases weighted for popula-
tion is 14.8. Neither is con-
sidered terribly high, and 
it is in the second-highest 
risk category for spread on 
the county-level dashboard 
hosted by the Brown Uni-
versity School for Public 
Health. It is coded orange.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, no new deaths were 
reported, with new and cu-
mulative cases and deaths 
as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
three additional cases were 
reported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,229, with 39 deaths.

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional nine cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 1,848, with 19 
deaths.

• In Midland County, an 
additional nine cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 4,296, with 59 
deaths.

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional four cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 3,178, with 82 
deaths.

Statewide, another 75 
deaths were reported over 
the weekend for a total of 
15,052 and another 1,284 
cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 572,179. 
Fifty-five of those deaths 
were discovered after a re-
view of death certificates by 
the MDHHS.

COVID
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They’re also asking vot-
ers in the Chippewa Hills 
School District to join Mid’s 
district for a total of 10.

Earlier this week, Chip-
pewa Hills’ school board 
voted to endorse the pro-
posal.

While expanding the dis-
trict’s geography will raise 
revenue, the purpose of the 
questions is to access reve-
nue in a more sustainable 
way rather than just more 
of it, MMC officials have 

previously said.
The college is supported 

by three main sources of 
revenue: state support, stu-
dent tuition and property 
taxes. State support for 
higher education in general 
has been on a downward 
trend since the 70s and has 
accelerated in the last de-
cade and a half. That’s left 
public higher education in-
stitutions — community 
colleges and universities — 
more reliant on student tu-
ition.

Student tuition depends 
on enrollment, which is 
often unpredictable and 
prone to swings based on 

the economy in general. 
When the economy is doing 
well, people prefer to work 
and earn money. When the 
economy is lousy, more peo-
ple attend school.

Each home in what 
would be the new district 
would be assessed the col-
lege’s millage rate of 1.2202. 
For a home with a market 
value of 100,000, that is $61 
a year, assessed on the De-
cember tax bill.

A millage rate is calcu-
lated as 1.2202 dollars per 
1,000 of a property’s as-
sessed value, which is com-
monly accepted as half the 
market value. A property 

valued at $100,000 is as-
sessed at $50,000, and that 
is multiplied by the millage 
rate.

The median property 
value in Isabella County is 
approximately $122,000, 
which means a median 
property tax hike of $64; 
the median property 
value in Gratiot County is 
$93,600, which means a 
median property tax hike 
of $57,25.

It would raise $3.1 mil-
lion for the college, but that 
would get cut to $1.6 in rev-
enue growth because stu-
dents in districts that join 
will get the in-district rate 

of $132 per contact hour 
versus the out-district rate 
of $220 that students in 
both counties currently pay.

Isabella is the top county 
for Mid’s students, Gra-
tiot is third, MMC officials 
have said previously. Clare 
County is second.

Districts where both 
questions are approved will 
join Mid’s district. Districts 
where one or both ques-
tions are defeated will re-
main out.

Last November, vot-
ers across both Isabella 
and Gratiot counties ap-
proved joining the district 
by a 2-to-1 margin, 23,044-

11,479.
Question 2 went down 

across the RESD, 17,465 no 
votes to 17,084 yes votes.

Voters in Isabella County 
overall and in Alma sup-
ported the millage, Mertes 
said, but it was defeated 
overall in Gratiot County. 
In Isabella County, the sec-
ond question’s highest level 
of support was in Mt. Pleas-
ant and Union Township. It 
was defeated in a handful of 
rural precincts.

Eric Baerren is a 
multimedia journalist. 
Find him on Twitter @
ebaerren. 
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Sentencings in Isabella 
County Trial Court:

• Gregory J. Agosto, 42, Wei-
dman, operating while visibly 
impaired, $675 fine and costs, 
six months’ probation, 30 days 
in jail.

• Daniel L. Cook, 24, Weid-
man, allowing driving with a 
suspended license, $575 fine 
and costs, 15 days in jail; allow-
ing driving with a suspended 
license, $100 fine and costs, 15 
days in jail.

• Steven E. Crouch, 53, Benzo-
nia, trespassing, $225 fine and 
costs, five days in jail.

• Taylor A. Dintaman, 20, Mt. 
Pleasant, retail fraud, $125 fine 
and costs, 88 days in jail.

• Maxwell E. Dudley, 34, Flint, 
jostling, $625 fine and costs, six 
months’ probation, 30 days in 
jail.

• Victor J. Howell, 57, Barry-
ton, jostling, $425 fine and costs.

• Dylan J. Hoyt, 23, Mt. Pleas-
ant, driving with a suspended li-
cense, $225 fine and costs, five 
days in jail.

• Joseph M. Isbell, 43, Swartz 
Creek, allowing driving with a 
suspended license, $275 fine and 
costs, five days in jail.

• Todd A. Jerome, 36, Shep-
herd, no insurance, $575 fine 
and costs, 15 days in jail; unreg-
istered vehicle, $100 fine and 

costs, 15 days in jail; improper 
plate, $100 fine and costs, 15 
days in jail.

• David R. Kaplan, 39, Weid-
man, arson, $125 fine and costs, 
93 days in jail.

• Wade M. Lann, 38, Mt. 
Pleasant, retail fraud, $155.30 
fine and costs, 12 months’ pro-
bation, 30 days in jail.

• Jenn Nguyen, 20, Grand 
Rapids, retail fraud, $628.08 fine 
and costs, 12 months’ probation, 
30 days in jail.

• Somer L. Peltier, 22, Mt. 
Pleasant, operating while in-
toxicated/operating while visi-
bly impaired second, $1,675 fine 
and costs, 24 months’ probation, 
45 days in jail.

• Heather M. Perez, 41, Mt. 
Pleasant, driving with a sus-
pended license, $225 fine and 
costs, five days in jail.

• Jeffery A. Purucker, 61, 
Shepherd, retail fraud, $125 fine 
and costs, 30 days in jail.

• Shannon M. Shaw, 37, St. 
Louis, retail fraud, $132.39 fine 
and costs, 12 months’ probation, 
30 days in jail.

• Christopher Shoup, 36, Es-
sexville, jostling, $625 fine and 
costs,, 12 months’ probation, 30 
days in jail.

• Joseph R. Terrell, 24, Mt. 
Pleasant, disorderly, $275 fine 
and costs, six months’ proba-
tion, 15 days in jail.

• Kevin H. Veen, 28, Paris, jos-
tling, $425 fine and costs.

MT. PLEASANT

Isabella sentencings for Feb. 1-5

LANSING >> Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer on Thursday proposed a $67 
billion state budget that she said 
would aid Michigan’s pandemic 
recovery by solidifying new pro-
grams to expand eligibility for 
free community college tuition, 
bolstering child care assistance 
and boosting local bridge repairs.

The Democratic governor’s 
third annual spending blueprint, 
unveiled to the Republican-led 
Legislature, also calls for $570 
million to address learning loss 
and K-12 enrollment declines on 
top of a $162-per-student, or 2%, 
increase in base aid for most tra-
ditional districts in the fiscal 
year that starts in October. Bet-
ter-funded districts would get $82 
more per student, or roughly 1%.

More immediate coronavirus-
related needs, such as vaccine 
distribution, would be funded 
with multibillion-dollar supple-
mental spending bills — primar-
ily through the release of federal 
COVID-19 relief aid that Whit-
mer has been urging lawmakers 
to pass soon.

The governor said she focused 
on putting people back to work 
and a safe return to in-person in-
struction at schools.

She wants to double spend-
ing on Futures for Frontliners, 

which covers community college 
tuition for essential workers who 
worked in the early months of the 
pandemic, to include those who 
lost their jobs when her admin-
istration reinstated business re-
strictions to curb surging infec-
tions in the late fall. She hopes 
to quadruple spending on Mich-
igan Reconnect, which launched 
last week with bipartisan support 
and helps adults age 25 and older 
without a college degree to obtain 
an associate’s degree or postsec-
ondary certificate at a community 
college or private training school.

Her plan would temporarily 
expand eligibility for child care 
subsidies, to 200% of the pov-
erty level instead of 150%, for 18 
months and waive families’ out-
of-pocket copays — helping up to 
150,000 kids.

Whitmer called it a “game-
changing investment.” Women 
and working moms, particularly 
minorities, have “borne the brunt 
of this economic pain during this 
pandemic,” she said. “By making 
a sizable investment in child care, 
we can help alleviate the bur-
den faced by working families.” 
At least one business group ap-
plauded the move.

A top Republican lawmaker, 
however, said the governor’s pro-

posal would not do enough to get 
students back into classrooms 
during the virus outbreak, citing 
a “tremendous amount of uncer-
tainty for parents.” Whitmer has 
strongly urged districts to provide 
the option by March 1, saying it is 
safe, but has said it should be a lo-
cal decision — as allowed under a 
2020 law that passed with bipar-
tisan support.

“What certainty is provided in 
this budget that kids will have ac-
cess to in-person instruction go-
ing forward? asked House Appro-
priations Committee Chairman 
Thomas Albert of Lowell.

The governor proposed extend-
ing a $2-an-hour pay raise for di-
rect care workers in nursing 
homes and those providing Med-
icaid-funded in-home services.

She also emphasized bridge 
repairs, calling for $300 million 
to fix or replace about 120 local 
bridges — a year after she an-
nounced $3.5 billion in borrow-
ing to rebuild deteriorating state-
owned highways and bridges over 
five years.

The $67.1 billion recommen-
dation would be a 4.4% increase 
from $62.7 billion in the current 
fiscal year. 

— The Associated Press

STATE

Whitmer seeks boost in tuition, 
child care, bridge spending

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Alma City Commission will hold a public hearing during their
regular meeting on Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as the agenda will allow, to consider a request from
123.Net, Inc. to convert a unilateral rights-of-way telecommunications
permit to a bilateral permit under METRO Act provisions. All interested
persons are invited to attend.

The meeting will be held via the Zoom application. You are invited to
attend via telephone at 929-205-6099. When prompted please use
meeting #620 764 766. (When attending via phone, you can alert the
meeting host if you would like to speak during public comment by
pressing *9.)

Sara Anderson, City Clerk

PUBLISH: February 12, 2021

MCDONALD CREEK DRAIN
NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION

DATE: Wednesday, February 24, 2021
TIME: 1:30 P.M.
LOCATION: REMOTE ELECTRONIC ACCESS

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82520237397?pwd=Z0hZWE9HYWl1Wi9SS0hwSkxw
UU9ZQT09
Call In #: 1 (888) 475-4499
Meeting ID: 825 2023 7397
Passcode: 576618

QUESTIONS: (989) 317-4072

A Board of Determination will be convened through remote electronic access as provided in this
Notice. Proceedings at this hearing are being conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Michigan Open
Meetings Act and other applicable laws, orders, and regulations. The Board of Determination is being held
via remote electronic access due to the COVID-19 pandemic and related federal and state agency rules and
recommendations. This meeting was originally scheduled for November 6, 2020, but due to COVID-19, it was
forced to be rescheduled to the above date and time.

A Board of Determination is meeting electronically to hear all interested persons, receive evidence and
determine whether the proposed consolidation of the drains known and designated as the McDonald Creek
Drain, Dixon Drain, Crowley Tile Drain, and Seeley Drain, to be known as the McDonald Creek Drain, and the
consolidation of the McDonald Creek Drain Drainage District, Dixon Drain Drainage District, Crowley Tile Drain
Drainage District, and Seeley Drain Drainage District, with the consolidated drainage district to be known as the
McDonald Creek Drain Drainage District is conducive to the public health, convenience, or welfare; and whether
the maintenance and improvement of the McDonald Creek Drain, as consolidated, is necessary and conducive
to the public health, convenience or welfare, as set forth in the petition, dated September 8, 2020, pursuant to
Chapter 8 and 19 of Public Act 40 of 1956, as amended.

A presentation will be made to the Board of Determination, which outlines a brief history of the Drainage
District, and describes the roles, responsibilities and decisions made by a Board of Determination. The
presentation is to provide background for landowners and municipalities in the drainage district and to facilitate
the dissemination of information and the receipt of testimony of landowners in the Drainage District. The Board
of Determination will make its decisions at the end of the meeting.

For those seeking to participate electronically through online audio-conferencing, participants can access
the electronic meeting through the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82520237397?pwd=Z0hZWE9H
YWl1Wi9SS0hwSkxwUU9ZQT09. For those seeking to participate via telephone, please call (312) 626-6799.
When prompted, the meeting ID is 825 2023 7397 and the Passcode is 576618.

Participants may use any device that supports the Zoom app, which includes many computers, laptops,
smartphones, and tablets. For those that choose to access through the Zoom app, you will be prompted to
download the Zoom app to participate. Additionally, users on a computer or laptop will be given the option to join
the meeting through a web browser without downloading the Zoom app. It is recommended that participants
seeking to download the Zoom app do so well in advance to a scheduled meeting’s start time so that technical
advice can be obtained prior to the scheduled meeting, if necessary.

Once individuals have joined the meeting, the Chairperson will provide information about procedures for
participation. Further information related to this meeting may be obtained by calling (989) 317-4072.

Proceedings conducted at this public hearing will be subject to the provisions of the Michigan Open
Meetings Act and applicable laws, orders, and regulations regarding COVID-19. Persons with disabilities
needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should contact the Drain Commissioner
at the number noted above (voice) or through the Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in
advance of the meeting to request mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance. Minutes of the meeting will be
on file in the Isabella County Drain Commissioner’s office.

Anyone aggrieved by the decisions of the Board of Determination may seek judicial review pursuant to
MCL 280.72a.

Robert Willoughby
Isabella County Drain Commissioner

City of Alma
Summary of Commission Minutes

Minutes of an organizational meeting and a regular meeting of the Alma
City Commission held Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021, at 6:00 p.m.

Present: Allman, Harrington, Mapes, Piccolo, Pitts, Stahl, & Wernick.
Absent: None.

• Approved an amendment to agenda.
• Chair led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
• Approved minutes of Jan. 26, 2021 regular meeting and

Feb. 2, 2021, Leadership Planning Session.
• Held a public hearing for establishment of an OPRA District

at 220 E. Superior Street.
• Set a public hearing for Feb. 23, 2021 at 6 p.m. for consideration

of a METRO Act permit for 123.Net, Inc.
• Approved a bid from MI Agribusiness Solutions for sludge removal

at the Wastewater Plant.
• Approved a resolution establishing an OPRA District at 220 E.

Superior Street.
• Approved an agreement for use of the Euclid Ball Fields with the

Alma Little League.
• Approved a contract extension with Highway Maint. & Const. Co.

for sealcoating.
• Received reports.
• Approved appropriations.
• Received commission and public comments.
• Adjourned the regular meeting at 6:47 p.m.

Draft minutes will be available for review at the City Clerk’s Office.
Approved minutes are available on the City’s website at www.myalma.org.
A video of the meeting is available on the City of Alma YouTube channel.

Sara Anderson, City Clerk
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Work is set to begin on a new 
downtown Alma hotel.

The nine-bedroom 3One3 
Boutique Hotel will occupy the 
lower level of an historic down-
town building with eight sec-
ond floor loft apartments above.

Two years after purchas-
ing a historic downtown Alma 
building, developer Ryan Smith, 
owner of Gemini Capital Man-
agement in Breckenridge, is set 
to begin work on a $2.5 million 
reconstruction project.

Smith bought the 118-year-
old structure at 313 N. State St. 
in February 2019. It was origi-
nally home to the Odd Fellows 
Temple but has housed numer-
ous businesses over the years.

“We are extremely excited to 
begin construction next month 
and we are looking forward to 
reactivating this wonderful his-
toric building,” Smith said.

“We decided to take on this 
project because it fits with our 
goal of restoring and building 
amazing spaces in our local 
community. We want to be the 

leaders and the lead developer 
within the community when it 
comes to projects like this.

“We want to prove that we 
can have amazing spaces to live 
and work right here in Gratiot 
County. We feel there will be a 
strong demand for the hotel as 
there are very few lodging op-
tions in Gratiot County and we 
hope to bring a new modern 
product to the market.”

Gemini Capital Management 
has a number of housing and re-
tail projects underway in simi-
lar historic structures in Alma, 
Ithaca, St. Louis and Brecken-
ridge.

It’s also in the midst of plan-
ning a large development at the 
vacant site of the former Alma 
Middle School.

The hotel wasn’t actually part 
of Smith’s original plan.

Initially he had hoped to at-
tract retail businesses to lease 
the bottom floor.

However, Smith received “ba-
sically zero interest from any-
one I spoke with,” he noted last 
year.

That’s when he got the idea 
for a hotel.

“Community members, busi-
ness travelers and Alma College 
alumni often tell me that they 
wish that there were more lodg-
ing choices in Alma,” Smith ex-
plained. “And from there the 
concept came to fruition.”

The rooms will range in size 
from 320 to 540 square feet.

In addition to standard hotel 
amenities it will feature natu-
ral hardwood floors in the living 
spaces and ceramic tile showers 
in the bathrooms with solid sur-
face countertops.

Modern technology has also 
been incorporated into the de-
sign, including an electronic 
self-check-in, and electronic 
building and room access from 
a mobile app.

The hotel will also be “pet 
friendly.”
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By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

More than a week after he went 
missing, family members believe 
a Remus man suffered a mental 
breakdown and are offering a re-
ward for information leading to 
his safe return.

Richard “Rick” 
Wymer, who also 
has ties to Gratiot 
County, was last 
seen leaving his 
Remus-area home 
in a 2000 gray 
Chevrolet Subur-
ban with a loud 
exhaust.

He’d been shoveling snow that 
Sunday morning before he headed 
toward M-20 and vanished.

Family members have since of-
fered the reward and are using 
social media to keep the missing 
man in the public’s eye.

“Let me tell you about the fam-
ily behind the post,” said Jennifer 
Wymer on Facebook. “It’s a wife 
who’s heart is shattering that’s 
trying to be strong for her kids. 
It’s kids whose lives are shattered 

MID-MICHIGAN

Missing Remus 
man’s family 
hard at work

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Just one new case of COVID-19 
was reported over the weekend 
in both Gratiot and Clare coun-
ties, where key metrics continue 
to point to an improving situa-
tion. Those same metrics suggest 
mild spread of the disease in Isa-
bella County.

In addition to the single case, a 
single death was reported in Gra-
tiot County. No information about 
who died was available. Mid-Mich-
igan District Health Department, 
which was providing that informa-
tion, stopped before Christmas.

It brings the county’s cumula-
tive total number of cases to 2,429, 
with 95 deaths.

The county remains the low-
est of Isabella, Gratiot and Clare 
counties in key metrics indicating 
spread of COVID-19. Its seven-day 

UPDATE

COVID-19 
situation 
worsens  
in Isabella
Gratiot, Clare counties 
see case improvement

GREG NELSON — MORNING SUN

Two years after purchasing a historic downtown Alma building, developer Ryan Smith, owner of Gemini Capital Management, is ready 
to begin work on a $2.5 million reconstruction project that will include the nine-room 3One3 Boutique Hotel on the lower level and eight 
second floor apartments. 

COURTESY GEMINI CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

An artist rendition of the new 3One3 Boutique Hotel in downtown 
Alma. Construction is set to begin next month.

ALMA

A ROOM IN HISTORY

By Greg Nelson
gnelson@medianewsgroup.com

A preliminary exam for the sus-
pect accused of killing his wife in 
Gratiot County’s Seville Township 
on Jan. 27 has been canceled.

Troy Burke, 44, was scheduled 
to appear before Judge Stewart 
McDoanld in 65th District Court 
on Thursday to face charges of 
open murder and felony firearms 
in the death of his wife, Jessica 
Burke, 29.

Instead, a com-
petency hearing 
is now slated for 
Burke at 11:30 a.m. 
Friday, May 14, ac-
cording to court 
records.

That decision 
followed a proba-
ble cause hearing 
held in district court on Feb. 11.

The results of the competency 
hearing could determine whether 
or not Burke has the men-
tal capacity to understand the  
charges and alleged offense he 
committed, and is competent to 
stand trial.

Gratiot County sheriff’s depu-
ties were dispatched to a home 
in Elwell about 4:25 p.m. Jan. 27, 
where they discovered Jessica 

Burke’s dead body.
Troy Burke was found by po-

lice at a nearby residence where 
he had told another person that 
he had shot his wife.

He was taken to the sheriff ’s 
office for questioning and later 
arrested and arraigned on the 
charges.

Burke remains lodged in the 
Gratiot County Jail without bond.

GRATIOT COUNTY

Court date in murder case delayed
Troy Burke accused of killing his wife in 
January; competency exam to be held May 14

Burke

After two years, work finally set to begin on unique, historic downtown Alma hotel
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rolling average number of 
new cases per 100,000 peo-
ple is 3.9, among the lowest 
in Michigan.

On a county-level dash-
board hosted by Brown 
University School of Public 
Health, the county remains 
in the second-lowest cate-
gory for cases weighted for 
population. It is coded yellow 
on an accompanying map.

That dashboard com-
bines confirmed and proba-
ble cases. The Michigan De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services’s dashboard is 
largely based on confirmed 
cases and deaths, with infor-
mation about probable cases 
and deaths available.

Gratiot’s seven-day roll-
ing average for test positiv-
ity is 1.15 percent. That is 
the percentage of diagnos-
tic tests that produce a pos-
itive result. Lower is consid-
ered better. Less than 2 per-
cent is considered low risk.

Isabella County’s seven-
day rolling average for test 
positivity is now the highest 
of Isabella, Gratiot and Clare 

counties at 3.79. Last week, 
its rolling average was less 
than 3 percent.

Increasing test positivity 
rates are believed to indicate 
that the disease is spreading, 
although 3.79 is not consid-
ered very high.

The county did slip out of 
the second-lowest category 
on the county-level dash-
board and into the second-
highest with a seven-day 
rolling average of new cases 
weighted for population of 
10.4. The second-highest cat-
egory is counties with aver-
ages weighted for population 
of between 10 and 25.

An additional 17 cases 
were reported in Isabella 
County on Monday, in-
creasing its cumulative to-
tal to 3,512. Those cases are 
spread out over three days 
for a daily average of just 
less than six.

Central Michigan Univer-
sity’s COVID dashboard re-
ported seven new cases there 
on Saturday.

Seventy people in Isabella 
County have died from CO-
VID-19, and 68 have died 
in Clare County. No new 
deaths were reported in ei-
ther county over the week-
end.

Clare County’s sole case 
brings its cumulative total 
to 1,374. It also has a 3.39 
rolling seven-day average of 
test positivity and a 11.1 new 
cases weighted for age. Like 
Isabella County, it is in the 
second-highest category for 
current risk.

Elsewhere in mid-Michi-
gan, one new death was re-
ported, with new and cu-
mulative cases and deaths 
as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
one additional case was re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,231, with 39 deaths;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional 14 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,870, with 19 deaths;

• In Midland County, one 
more death was reported 
for a total of 61, and an ad-
ditional two cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 4,306; and,

• In Montcalm County, an 
additional 13 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 3,199, with 82 deaths.

Statewide, another 8 
deaths were reported over 
the weekend for a total of 
15,158 and another 1,265 
cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 575,489.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

trying to be strong for their 
mom.”

Wymer left without his 
wallet, with no cash and 
no identification or credit 
cards. He does not have his 
blood pressure medication 
and also left his phone.

“Our family, four state 
troopers and a detec-
tive have been frantically 
searching for him since,” 
Jennifer Wymer said. 

“Someone had to have seen 
him, somewhere.”

 Wymer’s vehicle has a 
Harley Davidson Trump 
sitcker on the back win-
dow, a camo MAGA hat on 
the dashboard and an NRA 
sticker on the side window.

Richard Wymer, who 
is 70 but looks younger, is 
6-feet-2, has long silver hair, 
full beard, blue eyes with a 
muscular build.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to call the 
Michigan State Police Mt.  
Pleasant Post at 989-773-
5951.

Missing
FROM PAGE 1

Reconstruction of the 
9,000-square-foot upper 
level will take place at the 

same time and feature 
eight two- and one-bed-
room apartments. A single 
unit, which meets Amer-
ican with Disabilities Act 
requirements, will also be 
located on the lower floor.

“We are hoping to be 

open for business sometime 
in November or December,” 
Smith said. “Assuming that 
we do not experience any 
construction delays.”

He’s already had a couple 
reserve the hotel for their 
wedding in 2022.

Hotel
FROM PAGE 1

By Julie Riddle
The Alpena News  
via AP Exchange

ALPENA >> “Don’t think your 
cell phone is going to get 
you out of trouble,” said 
Sgt. Mike Mshar, law en-
forcement division super-
visor for the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources. “Because it’s not.”

Every year, DNR conser-
vation officers and other 
emergency crews have to 
rescue people who have 
gotten lost or in trouble 
but can’t tell anyone be-
cause they don’t have ade-
quate cell phone coverage, 
can’t direct first respond-
ers to them because they 
don’t know where they 
are, or are hard to reach  
because they’re deep in 
the woods or on a frozen 
lake.

Up North rescue crews 
are equipped with the 
gear and training needed 
to help people in distress, 
even when woods, snow-
drifts, or sinkholes get in 
the way, officials said.

First, though, respond-
ers have to find the per-
son who needs help — and 
that, in a rural area with 
incomplete cell phone cov-

erage, can be a tricky task.
“For being 2021, and as 

tech-advanced as we are, 
coverage is terrible in ru-
ral areas,” Mshar told The 
Alpena News.

Dead zones for cell cov-
erage pimple northern 
Michigan, said Mshar, 
rattling off a list of pock-
ets where even his conser-
vation officers can’t make 
phone calls while on pa-
trol.

“Northwest of Atlanta,” 
Mshar said. “South of At-
lanta, all the way down to 

the county line. West al-
most to Lewiston. There’s 
no cell phone service. 
Zero.”

Those dead zones are 
the same areas where peo-
ple come to hunt, snowmo-
bile, ride off-road vehicles, 
and ice fish, he said.

Every year, conservation 
officers get calls from peo-
ple who need help but had 
to walk through woods or 
another unfamiliar setting 
until they could pick up a 
cell signal, often getting 
more lost in the process.

STATE

Northern Michigan emergency 
crews trained, equipped to aid

JULIE RIDDLE — THE ALPENA NEWS VIA AP

Retired Long Rapids Fire Chief Neil MacArthur displays a 
side-by-side used to rescue people hurt or lost on country 
trails at the fire department in Long Rapids Township, 
Mich. 
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TOWNSHIP HALL AT 3929 E ROSEBUSH RD. ON THE FOLLOWING
DATES

TUESDAY MARCH 2, 4:00 PM = ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING AT
THE TOWNSHIP HALL.

MONDAY MARCH 8, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM AND 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
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3200 N. ISABELLA RD., ROSEBUSH Ml. 48878
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To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

Frederick r. “FriTz” reedeed

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-la
w, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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