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Montcalm Township budget ‘sitting pretty good’ 

despite COVID-19 concerns  

By Cory Smith | on February 17, 2021  

 

Members of the Montcalm Township Board were thankful during their Feb. 10 township board meeting to see budget 

projections for the end of the current fiscal year trending in a positive direction despite numerous uncertainties 

regarding the coronavirus pandemic. Pictured top row from left, Supervisor Doug Crowley, Clerk Jessica Shearer and 

Treasurer Rose Hyde; bottom row from left, Trustee Brian Cousineau and Trustee Ed Hansen. — DN Photo | Cory 

Smith 

MONTCALM TOWNSHIP — In a turnaround of original projections, one local township is currently holding its 

head well above water when it comes to its budget.  

During the Feb. 10 meeting of the Montcalm Township Board, Supervisor Doug Crowley informed his fellow board 

members that the budget was “sitting pretty good.”  

It’s news that came a significant positive, following months of uncertainty due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

“Our original budget for the year, we didn’t know where we were going to be at because we lowballed everything,” 

he said. 

The board initially budgeted $425,000 in total for income, with state revenue sharing coming in at $195,000.  

With worries that state revenue sharing could not only lessen significantly, but nearly vanish at some points as fears 

mounted over state shutdown measures, the board was relieved to see that federal COVID-19 aid through the CARES 

Act ensured that the local municipality was able to function without diving into its coffers.  
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“We were able to up our estimates in September, which meant we were able to pave the first phase of Colby Road,” 

Crowley said. “Since then, the numbers are surprising.” 

On the fiscal year — April 1, 2020, through March 31, 2020 — despite budgeting for $195,000 in state aid, Crowley 

said the township has thus far received $247,000 with another check coming in March.  

“I’m predicting we’re going to bring in another $40,000,” he said. “Plus, we are looking really good on our taxes. The 

bottom line is the budget has jumped, and with income, we’re projecting $525,000, which is great. We’re only a 

month and a half out from the end of the year and we’re sitting pretty good.”  

Crowley also credited lower than expected expenses on the year.  

“We stopped police protection with the Sheriff’s Office and saved some money there,” he said. “Also, road work 

came in lower than anticipated.”  

Factoring in the year’s expenses, Crowley estimated nearly $20,000 could be added to the township’s ending fund 

balance when the fiscal year concludes, which would place it at around $130,000 (31% of annual expenses).  

Township hall remains closed 

With the township currently hosting its monthly meetings online due to pandemic restrictions, a question was brought 

forward as to whether the township hall should be rented out again.  

“We’ve had this township hall shut down for several months now,” Crowley said. “How much longer do we want to 

keep it shut down? People are calling, wanting to rent it, but I’m not sure what the rules are yet.”  

Trustee Ed Hansen advised that the township wait until it has approval from the Mid-Michigan District Health 

Department to do so.  

“I would suggest calling the health department and see how many people we can have in there,” he said.  

Crowley said he believes the current limit on occupancy would be 25%; however, Hansen raised a question regarding 

that limit.  

If you rent it out, who is going to police the 25%?” he asked.  

“Well there you go,” Crowley said, acknowledging the difficulty.  

“If we rent out the hall and somebody has more than 25%, are we liable for that?” Hansen asked. “Also, I believe we 

would have to have cleaning people come in and sterilize it.”  

With all of those conditions laid out, Hansen said he felt it was best to keep the hall closed at this time.  

“I would be in favor of shutting it down for another month and revisit this in a month,” he said.  

“I think that’s a good idea,” Treasurer Rose Hyde said.  
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1st dose of COVID-19 vaccine almost done for school 

personnel in Montcalm County  

By Cory Smith | on February 20, 2021  

STANTON — As the coronavirus pandemic spiked late last year, local health officials welcomed the first sign of 

relief after months of agony — the arrival of vaccines. 

 

During Thursday’s meeting of the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District (MAISD) Board, Superintendent Kyle 

Hamlin reported that first-dose COVID-19 vaccines were almost at a 100% completion rate for teachers and school 

staff throughout Montcalm County. Pictured are, top row from left, MAISD Administrative Services Coordinator 

Penny Dora, Board Trustee Susan Sunden and MAISD Associate Superintendent for Special Education Daniel Brant; 

center row from left, MAISD Associate Superintendent for CTE and Career Center Principal Shannon Tripp, Hamlin 

and Trustee Kurt Peasley; bottom row from left, MAISD Associate Superintendent of Finance Tricia Root, Board 

President Steve Foster and MAISD Associate Superintendent for Instruction Stephanie O’Dea. — DN Photo | Cory 

Smith 

On Dec. 23, the first individual in Montcalm County received a COVID-19 vaccine at Spectrum Health United 

Hospital in Greenville, and since that time, according to state of Michigan data, a total of 8,272 vaccines have been 

administered in the county of 63,000 residents.  

Of those vaccines, which require two doses, 5,649 were first-dose vaccines and 2,623 were second-dose vaccines.  
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While that results in a total first-dose vaccination rate of about 9% of the population of the county, one organization is 

celebrating a vaccination rate of nearly 100% — public schools.  

On Jan. 11, the state moved on from Phase 1A to Phase 1B within its COVID-19 vaccination implantation schedule.  

While Phase 1A only included healthcare workers and long-term care residents and staff, Phase 1B opened the door 

for those aged 75 years and over, prioritized and essential frontline responders, corrections staff, agriculture and food 

processing workers and school and child care staff.  

During Thursday’s meeting of the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District (MAISD) Board, Superintendent Kyle 

Hamlin was happy to report that in the span of about one month, nearly every educator and staff member of every 

public school district in the county who has wanted to receive the vaccine, has been able to.  

“I feel that anyone who was wanting or willing to get the shot, we’re pretty close to 100% in Montcalm County, from 

an educator perspective,” he said. “The health department, I think they’ve done very well, all things considered.”  

Hamlin also credited MAISD Administrative Services Coordinator Penny Dora with the successful rollout of the 

vaccines for educators.  

“I can’t say enough about Penny, seeing a need and filling that need,” he said. “When all of these vaccine clinics 

came out, Penny took the bull by the horns and has been working hard to provide and communicate opportunities to 

all the local schools.” 

According to Dora, the MAISD has been working with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) to 

obtain vaccines for school employees.  

By doing so, school officials such as Hamlin are more confident that despite occasional outbreaks of the virus, in-

person learning will be much more sustainable as sudden and unexpected staff shortages due to positive cases of the 

virus and subsequent quarantines are expected to be a thing of the past.  

“We’re back to face-to-face instruction and we are pretty thrilled about that,” Hamlin said. “Things are going pretty 

steady, though we’ve had some isolated situations with COVID-19.”  

Dora said the MMDHD has assigned a specific employee to work with every school district in Montcalm County, 

giving local schools a dedicated point of contact.  

“Our health department has been amazing,” Dora said. “I cannot sing their praises enough. I am impressed with the 

work they have done for our county. 

“I believe from our seven districts, our ISD and Flat River Academy, everyone who wanted to seek a vaccination — 

and it certainly wasn’t mandatory — but for those people who wanted a vaccination and qualified, I believe everyone 

was able to get through their first dose,” she added. “We have two districts who have just a handful of employees that 

still are seeking that first vaccination, but as far as school vaccination clinics that were provided to us, I would say we 

are at 95% completion for receiving that first dose.”  

While vaccinations will hopefully remove one source of concern for school administrators, Hamlin said additional 

work and responsibilities brought on by COVID-19 won’t be going away anytime soon. He noted said since winter 

sports were able to resume earlier this month, testing for the virus at every local school district has increased — and 

all of those tests, in being shipped to Montcalm County, are first delivered to the MAISD.  



 

“With sports and the clinics the district are offering internally, the ISD is basically the mailroom for all these tests that 

come in,” Hamlin said. “We’re getting all of these tests that need to be dispersed to the local districts doing these 

testing clinics for their staff, but also the student-athletes.  

Hamlin described it as an exhausting task.  

“We receive a ton of boxes and then Penny has to coordinate with the local districts,” he said. “So the ISD is finding 

itself, in relation to COVID-19 … ping pong is a fun game unless you’re the ball and we find ourselves being the ball 

quite a bit in this scenario. We’re maneuvering through it the best we can, but it is an additional task that is being 

expected of us. We’re doing it, we’re making it work.”  

Hamlin gave credit to the entire administrative staff at the MAISD for taking on the extra responsibility.  

“I can’t say enough about our team here,” he said. “We all pull together, despite what’s going on. COVID-19, work-

related issues and things going on in our own lives, we’re all doing the best we can with everything going on around 

us.”  

While Hamlin said things are improving regarding COVID-19, he believes board meetings will continue to be held 

virtually for the foreseeable future.  

“At this stage they are virtual, and while there is some discussion about scaling back on that, right now, I’m not 

seeing anything about loosening that up,” he said. “It’s mostly about being able to accommodate the public in these 

meetings. The state frowns upon the board members meeting in person but having the public have to attend virtually.”  

 

 

  

 



 

Daily News 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 

 

Health officer says Montcalm County COVID-19 

vaccination rate is too low  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on February 25, 2021  

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham updated the Montcalm County Board of 

Commissioners on Monday about the ongoing struggle to get people vaccinated from COVID-19. — DN Photo | 

Elisabeth Waldon 

STANTON — Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham remains concerned about 

the low rate of COVID-19 vaccinations in Montcalm County, and he believes a variety of factors are at play: 

• The state of Michigan’s definition of essential workers keeps expanding, making it difficult to balance vaccinating 

those people and senior citizens. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/


 

• The vaccine hub for West Michigan is at DeVos Place in Grand Rapids, which is an hour away for many Montcalm 

County residents. Cheatham would like to make Montcalm Community College in Sidney a hub, but that’s dependent 

on vaccine supply, which remains limited and slow. 

• Hospitals in neighboring counties are more aggressive in vaccinating people. Cheatham has reached out to Spectrum 

Health administration to see if they will offer additional doses in Montcalm County (scheduling that conversation is 

pending). 

Cheatham updated local officials on the slow vaccine process — first at Monday’s Montcalm County Board of 

Commissioners meeting and again during Wednesday’s Board of Health meeting. 

 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department Board of Health heard an update Wednesday about the ongoing 

struggle to get people vaccinated from COVID-19. Pictured are, top corner from left clockwise, Health Officer 

Marcus Cheatham, Montcalm County commissioners Adam Petersen and Michael Beach and Gratiot County 

commissioners George Bailey and Chuck Murphy. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

To date, 29,300 doses of the vaccine have been issued to residents in the health department’s three-county district — 

Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties — with 10,700 of those doses being issued by the health department. 

Michigan’s dose per 1,000 population rate is currently averaging 161 people, but Montcalm County’s rate per 1,000 is 

only 125 (neighboring Gratiot County has a rate of 179 and Clinton County has a rate of 155), according to 

Cheatham. 

Cheatham noted the health department has even given extra vaccines to Montcalm County residents even though 

neighboring Clinton County has 10,000 more residents there. 

“We’ve actually slightly shifted our doses toward Montcalm,” he said during Board of Health. “We don’t really want 

to shift it anymore. Each of the counties is paying an appropriation to be treated fairly.” 

“It’s not fixing the problem,” he said during Monday’s county board meeting. “We think that’s because of the other 

partners in this collaboration. They aren’t on the ground like the Sparrow campus in Clinton County is just really, 

really aggressive in vaccinating people. The Frandor Clinic in Lansing is right there. We think more needs to be done 

with healthcare partners and so we are working to address that. We’re seeking to get some Pfizer vaccine into the 

county, we’re only using Moderna, we want to augment that with Pfizer. We’ve been going back and forth with the 

leadership of the hospitals, but we’re still working on a satisfactory outcome there.” 



 

“Marcus, you mentioned that Sparrow is doing a tremendous job in Gratiot or Clinton counties,” Montcalm County 

Board of Commissioners Chairman Patrick Q. Carr noted. “Is that to imply that Spectrum isn’t doing what they 

should in our county?” 

“No,” Cheatham hesitated in responding. “The West Michigan Vaccine Alliance (vaccinatewestmi.com) has been a 

very carefully constructed collaboration between all of the West Michigan counties and Spectrum Hospital and the 

other healthcare systems in the Grand Rapids area. I think what I’m saying is it looks like it hasn’t worked in 

Montcalm. There’s more planning that’s gone into the West Michigan Vaccine Alliance than into our other healthcare 

partners. They’re more involved. There’s more at the table there. 

“It’s very disappointing to me but I can see that it’s not working in Montcalm,” he said. “We need to get the West 

Michigan Vaccine Alliance to pay attention to the fact that it hasn’t worked out equally across all of the counties that 

are participating.” 

Cheatham reiterated this point during the Board of Health meeting 

“I just feel like it hasn’t worked for Montcalm,” he said. “A for effort, D for outcome. We have to get the West 

Michigan Vaccine Alliance to admit it’s not working in Montcalm. I don’t want Montcalm to slip any more behind.” 

In some good news, Feb. 9 marked the first day that Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties went a week without a 

COVID-related death since Oct. 15, 2020. 

“The bulk of our calls are coming from seniors. They’re scared. They don’t want to be the last person in their area to 

die from COVID,” said Cheatham during Board of Health when referring to the limited amount of vaccine provided 

to county health departments. “We need to do better. We have almost zeroed out our doses in the past three weeks. On 

Mondays we are breaking out in cold sweats because we don’t know if the other doses will arrive in the week. If they 

don’t arrive, that is a significant disruption for us and the community because then we have to cancel and reschedule 

clinics.” 

 

 

 

  

 

http://vaccinatewestmi.com/


Morning Sun - 03/02/2021 Page : A01

March 3, 2021 10:46 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

Matt Mertz was a familiar face 
around Mt. Pleasant, often seen on 
iRide buses or navigating his 
wheelchair downtown, on 
the Central Michigan Univer-
sity campus and places in be-
tween, undeterred by snow 
or cold or anything that may 
otherwise stall his appetite for 
new things, new ideas and his 
quest for social justice.

Mertz combined his love 
of community and life into a 
passion of family devotion, fun 
and the drive to fight for those who 
needed allies.

Matt Mertz died Friday, Feb. 26, in 
Mt. Pleasant.

He was 67 years old.
Besides family, the Isabella County 

Human Rights Committee was among 

the first to pay tribute.
“Matt was a powerful advocate for 

human rights in the Mt. Pleasant com-
munity for many years,” the group said 
on Facebook. “He was a founding mem-
ber and vice chair of the Handicapped 

Advisory Board, which later 
became the Human Rights 
Committee. We appreciate his 
service to the community and 
will miss him dearly.”

He also served on the Isa-
bella Transportation Commis-
sion, the only member with 
physical challenges that also 
made him a daily customer of 
the iRide buses.
“He was a committed hus-

band; amazing father and father-in-
law; doting grandfather; always-there 
brother; supportive friend; powerful 
advocate for peace, justice and equity; 
and an overall caring human being,” 
his family summarized in his obituary.

Besides his physical challenges, 

Mertz was legally blind but a fer-
vent reader and learner who penned 
many opinion pieces published in The 
Morning Sun, CM Life and newspapers 
across the state, depending on the is-
sue on his mind at the moment.

As one granddaughter summed up, 
“For a man who could not see color, he 
brought color to so many lives.”

Mertz also served on the Mt. Pleas-
ant Planning Commission, was a dele-
gate to the Michigan Democratic Party 
County and State Conventions and vol-
unteered for the Listening Ear Crisis 
Line.

Among the family’s favorite stories 
was the time in 1976 when he ran for 
constable in Union Township but re-
fused to carry a gun.

“Do you really want a blind guy car-
rying a gun?” he asked at the time.

His community involvement was 
second only to his love of family.

“He told long stories, laughed eas-
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Timothy Rath
For Alma College

Within days after CO-
VID-19 made its presence 
felt in the United States, 
Alma College graduate Ja-
son Duika — a professional 
opera singer — saw his en-
tire season of scheduled 
roles wiped clean.

So, he got creative. To-
gether with friend and pia-
nist Kevin Bylsma, last sum-
mer, he told a few people in 
the neighborhood around 
his home in Dexter that he 
was planning to perform an 
opera concert on his front 
lawn, titled “PorchOpera.” 
He expected a few of them 
to show up.

Instead, more than 60 
people came by, complete 

with lawn chairs and face 
coverings. A video of their 
performance even made the 
local TV news in Detroit.

Duika said it was an expe-
rience he will never forget.

“There was energy, there 
was connection,” Duika said. 
“You’re reaching an audi-
ence that doesn’t necessar-
ily go to opera — it’s unfor-
tunately considered such a 
high-society art form, even 
if it didn’t start that way — 
so it’s really good to reach 
these people. I ended up do-
ing three of these porch con-
certs over six months and we 
had about 60 people each 
time. It was tremendous.”

Duika has undoubtedly 
come a long way in the field 
since his youth, when he suf-
fered from a severe case of 

Tourette’s syndrome. Duika 
overcame the condition and 
went to Alma, where he 
graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in music, before mov-
ing on to study at Portland 
(Ore.) State University and 
the renowned Indiana Uni-
versity Jacobs School of Mu-
sic in Bloomington, Ind.

A Verdi baritone, he has 
made his living as an opera 
singer since leaving school. 
He’s made his mark in the 
field, too, highlighted in 
2019 by a solo performance 
in Vaughan Williams’ “Dona 
Nobis Pacem” at New York 
City’s famed Carnegie Hall, 
as well as the title role in 
Verdi’s “Nabucco” at the 
West Bay Opera in Califor-
nia.

Duika said that while 

there is a sense of excite-
ment that comes from sing-
ing before thousands of peo-
ple at once, it’s overwhelmed 
by a feeling of professional-
ism.

“There is adrenaline and 
that serves the body, but it’s 
not necessarily about ner-
vousness,” Duika said. “I’ve 
done lots of auditions and 
performances, and that has 
made me able to use that en-
ergy properly. But certainly, 
there’s a moment when 
you’re done with it where 
you breathe out and say, 
‘God, that was amazing.’”

The pandemic caused 
Duika to take a little de-
tour in his career, but he’s 
not close to putting the full 
brakes on. Instead of going 

ALMA COLLEGE

RASING A VOICE

COURTESY PHOTO

Alma College graduate Jason Duika has been working around the pandemic restrictions to pursue his career as an opera 
singer.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Twitter: @ebaerren

Five COVID-19 deaths were reported around 
mid-Michigan over the weekend, including two 
in Gratiot County. Those were originally reported 
on Saturday.

The deaths bring Gratiot’s total number of 
deaths to 99, the highest of any mid-Michigan 
county. An additional seven confirmed cases were 
also reported over the weekend for a cumulative 
total of 2,460.

No information about the people who died 
was available on Monday. Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department, which oversees Gra-
tiot County, stopped providing that information 
shortly before Christmas last year.

No deaths were reported in either Isabella or 
Clare counties. Their total number of deaths in 
Isabella County remains 72, and it is 68 in Clare 
County.

Thirteen new confirmed cases were reported 
in Isabella County, bringing its cumulative to-
tal to 3,573; another seven confirmed cases were 
reported in Clare County for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,404.

Elsewhere in mid-Michigan, new deaths were 
reported in two counties, with new and cumula-
tive cases and deaths as follows:

• In Gladwin County, an additional three con-

Five deaths reported 
over the weekend

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
Twitter: @ebaerren

Jay Gross’ frustration finally broke over a sig-
nature.

He needed one to get money to help get his 
adopted son help. He couldn’t get the technol-
ogy to work to send one electronically, with state 
employees working from home he also couldn’t 
drive one to an office in Lansing. 
He was told his other option was 
to mail one.

It had been almost two weeks 
since the adopted child he and his 
wife are raising had gone to the 
emergency department at Mid-
Michigan Health-Gratiot seeking 
emergency mental health services. 
Returning back home without it 
was not an option.

Two weeks of living in an emergency room, 
calling inpatient facilities to find a bed only to 
be told that either there was no room or that they 
didn’t have the right insurance.

He found himself in his car, in the parking lot, 
recording a video about his experience. His eyes 
glassy, he talked about his frustrations in finding 
a place where his son could get help.

“I’ve never seen an ocean with everyone in dif-
ferent boats rowing in different directions,” he 
said Monday by phone.

They have two sources of health insurance, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield and Medicaid. Both told 
them they couldn’t cover his son’s treatment.

He spent two days talking with his wife, who 
wanted to keep their struggles private, about re-
leasing the video. Finally, Sunday morning, he 
posted it.

It went viral. People started messaging him.
“I can’t believe how many people have reached 

out with horror stories,” he said.
By Monday afternoon, the red tape was parted 

and he was on his way to Lansing to drop off 

Parent’s 
frustration 
boils over in 
viral video
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Sentencings in Judge 
Stewart McDonald’s Gra-
tiot County’s 65B District 
courtroom:

• Kayla Beracy, 30, Ash-
ley, probation violation, 10 
days in jail, $300 fines and 
costs, probation revoked.

• Robert Billings Jr., 22, 
St. Louis, operating without 
security, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $725 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Kaitlin Fox, 26, Alma, 
controlled substance use 
of cocaine, 90 days in jail, 
eight days’ credit, $1,180 
fines and costs or serve 90 
days in jail, 24 months’ pro-
bation, license suspended 
180 days; operating while 
impaired, one day in jail, 
one day credit, $1,514.68 
fines and costs or serve 45 
days in jail; registration vi-
olation, $235 fines and costs 
or serve 15 days in jail; pro-
bation violation, probation 
revoked.

• Climmie Westbrook, 
49, Wyoming, driving with 
a suspended license sec-
ond, one day in jail, one day 
credit, $850 fines and costs 
or serve 60 days in jail.

• Nathan Seeley, 21, Mt. 
Pleasant, operating without 
security, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $725 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Deshawn Prather, 18, 
Inkster, allowed suspended/
revoked person to operate, 
one day in jail, one day 
credit, $650 fines and costs 
or serve 30 days in jail.

• Rebeka Hilden, 27, St. 
Louis, operating while im-
paired, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $1,183 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail, 
attend victim impact panel 
or serve five days in jail.

• Stacey Neitzel, 35, 
Owosso, controlled sub-
stance use of meth, two 
days in jail, two days credit, 
$1,240 fines and costs or 
serve 90 days in jail, license 
suspended 180 days.

• Jeffrey Gascho, 34, Mt. 
Pleasant, operating while 
intoxicated second, 30 days 
in jail, $2,562.30 fines and 
costs or serve 90 days in 
jail,, 24 months’ probation.

• Kory Smith, 18 Beld-
ing, drove while license not 
valid, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $625 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Jalen Villalobos, 19, Mt. 
Pleasant, controlled sub-
stance possession of mari-
juana, 30 days in jail, two 
days credit, $940 fines and 
costs or serve 60 days in 
jail, 12 months’ probation, 
license suspended 180 days; 
operating while impaired 
by controlled substance, 
$30 days in jail, two days’ 
credit, $1,329.38 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Jeremy Strouse, 33, Car-
son City, operating without 
security, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $725 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Alexis Langdon, 23, 
Belding, allowed sus-
pended/revoked person to 
operate, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $650 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• GTersa Penner, 42, 
Alma, operating without se-
curity, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $725 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Patrick Leavitt, 40, St. 
Johns, disorderly person/
jostling, 10 days in jail, two 
days’ credit, $1,188.16 fines 
and costs or serve 60 days 
in jail, nine months’ proba-
tion.

• Germy Escobedo, 30, 
Grand Rapids, allowed sus-
pended/revoked person 
to operate, $500 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in jail.

• Kailey Wonsey, 19, 
Shepherd, minor in posses-
sion second, $880 fines and 
costs or serve 25 days in jail. 
attend victim impact panel 
or serve five days in jail.

• Haley Recker, 18, Alma, 
disorderly person disturb-
ing the peace, one day in 
jail, one day credit, $550 
fines and costs or serve 30 
days in jail.

• Tyler Recker, 32, Shep-
herd, operating without se-
curity, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $725 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in 
jail.

• Rickard Davis, 32, 
Alma, operating without se-
curity, $725 fines and costs 
or serve 30 days in jail.

• Nicholas Messner, 28, 
Sumner, suspended oper-
ator’s license, two days in 
jail two days’ credit,. $725 
fines and costs or serve 45 

days in jail.
• Orion Balk, 21, Wyo-

ming, operating without 
security, one day in jail, 
one day credit, $725 fines 
and costs or serve 30 days 
in jail.

• Hunter Seguin, 20, 
Richmond, consuming alco-
hol on highway, $475 fines 
and costs.

• Donald Culver, 77, St. 
Louis, driving with a sus-
pended license second, $15 
days in jail, $730 fines and 
costs or serve 90 days in 
jail; unlawful use of license 
plate, 15 days in jail, $235 
fines and costs or serve 30 
days in jail.

• Steven Hebel, 35, 
Owosso, retail fraud sec-
ond degree, 60 days in jail, 
one day credit, $1,263.64 
fines, costs and restitution 
or serve 180 days in jail.

• Andrew Mast, 25, Mor-
ley, operating without secu-
rity, one day in jail, one day 
credit, $725 fines and costs 
or serve 30 days in jail.

• Hunter Beck, 20, Ithaca, 
wildlife violation-hund deer 
over bait, one day in jail, 
one day credit, $635 fines 
and costs or serve 30 days 
in jail.

• Joshua Hagerman, 33, 
Mt. Pleasant, operating 
without security, one day 
in jail, one day credit, $725 
or serve 30 days in jail.

• Aaron Kipfmiller. 44, 
Mt. Pleasant allowed sus-
pended/revoked person to 
operate, one day in jail. one 
day credit, $750 fines and 
costs or serve 35 days in jail.

• Michael Flier, 32, Grand 
Rapids, driving with a sus-
pended license second, one 
day in jail, one day credit, 
$875 fines and costs or serve 
60 days in jail.

• Robert Pupava, 48, El-
sie, controlled substance 
use of meth, 15 days in jail, 
two days’ credit, $1,180 
fines and costs or serve 90 
days in jail, 12 months’ pro-
bation, license suspended 
for 180 days.

• Jared Lewis, 28, Alma, 
suspended operator’s li-
cense, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $725 fines and 
costs or serve 35 days in jail.

• Jeremy Zammaron, 
44, St. Johns, indecent ex-
posure, 20 days in jail, two 
days credit, $950.50 fines 
and costs or serve 90 days 
in jail, 12 months’ proba-
tion; indecent exposure, 
20 days in jail, two days’ 
credit, $750 fines and costs 
or serve 90 days in jail.

• Matthew Clements, 28, 
St. Louis, controlled sub-
stance use of heroin, 10 
days in jail, two days’ credit, 
$1,255 fines and costs or 
serve 90 days in jail, 12 
months’ probation, license 
suspended for 180 days.

• Gregory March, 58, El-
sie, fail to stop at property 
damage accident, one day 
in jail, one day credit, $580 
fines and costs or serve 30 
days in jail.

• Casey Naimo, 27, Alma, 
suspended operator’s li-
cense, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $750 fines and 
costs or serve 35 days in 
jail; unlawful use of license 
plate, $350 fines and costs 
or serve 30 days in jail.

• Cameron Waterhouse, 
17, Grand Rapids, drove 
with no operator’s license/
never applied, one day in 
jail, one day credit, $625 
fines and costs or serve 30 
days in jail.

• Aaron McIntyre, 27, 
Ithaca, probation viola-
tion, 359 days in jail, 59 
days’ credit.

• James Stewart, 76, St. 
Johns, wildlife violation, 
$670 fines and costs or 
serve 30 days in jail.

• Jessica Carll, 38, Alma, 
operating while impaired, 
one day in jail, one day 
credit, $1,357.22 fines and 
costs or serve 45 days in 
jail; violation of restricted 
license, one day in jail, one 
day credit, $425 fines and 
costs or serve 30 days in 
jail.

• Antonio Castilla , 
19, Madison Heights, at-
tempted weapons firearms 
careless discharge causing 
injury, 180 days in jail, 13 
days’ credit, $1,035 fines 
and costs or serve 90 days 
in jail, 18 months’ proba-
tion.

• Sydney Jackson, 20, 
Mt. Pleasant, operating 
while impaired second, 10 
days in jail, 10 days credit, 
$2,242.50 fines and costs or 
serve 90 days in jail.

Gratiot misdemeanors:  
Jan. 19-31, 2021

firmed cases for a cumula-
tive total of 1,251, with 39 
deaths;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional six cases were 

reported for a cumula-
tive total of 1,918, with 19 
deaths;

• In Midland County, 
one new death was re-
ported for a total of 62, 
and an additional seven 
cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 4,421; 
and,

• In Montcalm County, 
two deaths were reported 
for a total of 86, and an 
additional 11 cases were 
reported for a cumulative 
total of 3,252.

Statewide, another 81 
deaths were reported for 
a total of 15,534 and an-
other 3,798 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative 
total of 589,150.
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age 90, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away Saturday, 
February 27, 2021 at his home surrounded by his 
family. A public Visitation will take place on Tues-
day, March 2, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Clark 
Family Funeral Chapel.  A Private Funeral Ser-
vice will follow for Jay. Friends are invited to at-
tend the services via a live broadcast on Tuesday, 
March 2, 2021 at 2 p.m. by visiting the webcasting 
link at Jay’s Book of Memories at www.clarkfuner-
alchapel.com or www.facebook.com/clarkfuneral-
chapel. Following the Service, friends are invited 
to a gathering and light luncheon at the home of 
Jay and Leola on Tuesday afternoon beginning at 4 
p.m. A public Graveside Service with military hon-
ors will be held on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 
2 p.m. at Forest Hill Cemetery in Sherman Town-
ship, Isabella County. Memorial contributions may 
be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
Envelopes will be available at the funeral chapel. 
Jay was born July 6, 1930, in Weidman, the son of 
Ray and Adilene (Denslow) Darnell. He graduated 
from Weidman High School with the Class of 1948 
and then served his country in the U.S. Army. Jay 
married Leola Moore on April 24, 1954, in Barry-
ton. He retired from Dow Chemical in 1985 after 
several years of service.  He was a member of Floyd 
Church of God. Jay loved to spend time with his 
family. He enjoyed many hobbies, including hunt-
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gardening. Jay is survived by his wife of 66 years, 
Leola Darnell; his children Jeff (Diana) Darnell of 
Breckenridge, MI, Kaye (Frank) Spidel of Tusca-
loosa, AL, Shelly (Jamie) Vokes of Orlando, FL; 
son-in-law Gary Briggs of Tulsa, OK; 9 grandchil-
dren Jason, Brian, Jon, Brad, Nicole, Sarah, Anita, 
Vanessa, Emily; 24 great-grandchildren; and sister 
Berdella (Duane) Root of Reed City, MI. Jay was 
preceded in death by his parents; daughter Debbie 
Briggs; and his 3 brothers and 3 sisters. You may 
view Jay’s obituary online and leave a condolence 
to the family at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

DARNELL, JAY MCKINLEY 

Vance LaVern Humm, 
age 83, of St. Louis, 
passed away peace-
fully, Sunday, February 
28, 2021 at Covenant 
Medical Center, Sagi-
naw. Vance was born 
November 19, 1937 in 
Alma, the son of Elmer 
and Ruth (Gulick) 
Humm. He graduated 
from Breckenridge High 
School in 1957. Vance 
married Evelyn Cole on 
August 11, 1963. He 
drove for a few different 
trucking companies for 

30 years, mostly out of the Saginaw area. Vance 
was a lifelong farmer and was a proud member of 
the Breckenridge Masonic Lodge #406. He truly 
loved going to the local coffee shops in the area to 
visit with family, friends and neighbors. He is sur-
vived by his wife Evelyn, daughter Kristine (Mat-
thew) Mikek, twin sons Brian and Barry Humm. 
The lights of his life were his three grandchildren, 
Jordan Humm, Cody and Sara Mikek. He is also 
survived by his sisters Karen Ray, Corinne (Rich-
ard) Warmbold, brother Theron (Sandra) Humm, 
sisters-in-law Edith Humm, Norinne Humm and 
many nieces and nephews. Vance was preceded 
in death by his parents, brothers Loren, Dwight, 
brother-in-law Duane Ray and nephew Joshua 
Humm. Funeral and Masonic services will be held 
Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 12 pm at the Lux and 
Whiting Funeral Chapel, Breckenridge with Pas-
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ment will follow at Ridgelawn Cemetery. Visitation 
will be held from 10 am until time of services at the 
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morials may be made to the Breckenridge Masonic 
Lodge #406. To view Vance’s obituary or to leave a 
condolence for the family please visit

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

HUMM, VANCE LAVERN 

July 27, 1954 – Feb-
ruary 26, 2021. Matt 
Mertz passed away 
peacefully at the age of 
67 in Mount Pleasant, 
MI. He was a commit-
ted husband; amazing 
father and father-in-
law; doting grandfather; 
always-there brother; 
supportive friend; pow-
erful advocate for peace, 
justice and equity; and 
an overall caring hu-
man being. He told long 
stories, laughed eas-
ily and often, loved to 

learn new things, kept an open mind but held to 
his values, spoke up (but not down), made friends 
effortlessly, and was game for just about anything. 
He loved family-reunion vacations every summer 
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up with everyone, and chatting about all manner of 
topics. Making grandkids giggle was always a high-
light (no matter how old the grandchild), and he 
spent many a Thursday taking them to the farmer’s 
market, the pharmacy for ice cream, and the co-op 
to “pick up a few things.” Matt never let his limited 
vision or mobility hold him back from anything he 
$,0)%& ). &. H "% $.0T& ,T$,O* /0& , $,O@ 5T)".0#" 
he didn’t realize it, these everyday acts of courage 
and perseverance served as an inspiration to every-
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up, “For a man who could not see color, he brought 
color to so many lives.” Matt served on the Isabella 
County Human Rights Commission, Handicapped 
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Isabella Transportation Commission, and Plan-
ning Commission; was a delegate to the Michigan 
Democratic Party County and State Conventions; 
won election to constable in Union Township in 
1976 (despite the job description, he refused to 
carry a gun, asking “Do you really want a blind 
guy carrying a gun?”); volunteered on the Listening 
Ear Crisis Line; was a founding member and the 
editor-in-chief of the Central Michigan University 
underground student newspaper Mountain Rush; 
continued to write many thought-provoking guest 
columns and letters to the editor, which appeared 
in newspapers in Mount Pleasant and around the 
state; and contributed to the Chicago-based This is 
N%TT +,&!. *".$@ 3.+0 !0 S,*) /%)+.!) FS,*)-.!0)%EB 
MI, he is preceded in death by his wife Nancy Mc-
Kay-Mertz, his parents William and Doris Mertz, 
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McKinley, Story, Josie and Emmy; siblings Leslie 
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other family members, friends and fellow commu-
nity advocates who will miss him greatly. In lieu of 
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memorial service will be scheduled when hugs can 
once again be shared. You may view Matt’s obitu-
ary online and send a condolence to the family at 
 

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

MERTZ, MATTHEW (MATT) 

William Marvin “Bill” 
Smith, age 60, of St. 
Louis, MI, passed away 
Saturday, February 27, 
2021, at Mid-Michigan 
Medical Center, Alma, 
MI.
  A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held at 
Nativity of the Lord 
Parish, Mt. St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, St. 
Louis, MI, on Thurs-
day, March 4, 2021 at 
11:00 A.M.  Burial will 
take place at Oak Grove 
Cemetery, St. Louis, 

MI.  Visitation will be held on Wednesday, March 
3, 2021 from 2-8 P.M. with family present from 2-4 
& 6-8 P.M. at Smith Family Funeral Homes, St. 
Louis, MI.  A prayer service will take place Wednes-
day at 7:30 P.M. at the funeral home.
  William was born in Alma, MI on July 27, 1960, 
the son of Marvin and Charlotte (Ducham) Smith.  
He graduated from St. Louis High School. On Octo-
ber 7, 1995 Bill married Tina at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Alma, MI.
  Bill enjoyed daily walks in St. Louis.  He loved col-
lecting post cards and memorabilia from St. Louis 
history.  He also loved the outdoors and spending 
time in nature.  He was a member of Mt. St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, St. Louis, MI. 
He is survived by his wife Tina Smith, children: 
Michaela Smith, Maverick Smith, and McKen-
zie Smith, sisters: Carol and Jim Allen, Pam and 
Cliff Allen, and mother-in-law Juanita Torres.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents Marvin and 
Charlotte, sister Gloria Cicchetti and brother Dale 
Smith.
  Memorials may be made to the St. Louis Area 
Historical Society or the American Kidney Fund.  
The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral 
Homes, St. Louis, MI.  Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com

WILLIAM MARVIN “BILL”, SMITH  

MILLOY, AGNES EILENE
Agnes Eilene Milloy, 103, of Mt. Pleasant passed 
away on February 23, 2021 at the ICMCF.  Visit for 
more information www.CharlesRLux.com

Organizers of the Mt. Pleasant Craft Beer Festival 
say they are cautiously optimistic the popular down-
town event will return this year, but not at its usual 
time.

The fundraiser, and unofficial kick-off to summer, 
was canceled last year due to COVID-19. If it happens 
this year, organizers said in a social media post they 
are “cautiously optimistic” about rescheduling it.

Fall was mentioned in the post as a possible alter-
native date.

The festival committee announced their decision to 
cancel last year’s event outright on May 16, but they re-
placed it with a late year fundraiser that sold apparel 
with “The Lost Year” written on it.

In addition showcasing local beer brewers, the craft 
beer festival is a fundraiser than benefits a number of 
local charities. In 2019, it raised $30,000.

— Eric Baerren, The Morning Sun

Craft Beer Festival put on hold  
until maybe fall

MT. PLEASANT
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

The first doses of the third vac-
cination approved for use by the 
Food and Drug Administration 
have already arrived at local health 
departments, with the anticipated 
impact causing the state to accel-
erate eligibility to receive a shot.

Both local health departments 
have received the Johnson & John-
son vaccine for use in Isabella, Gra-
tiot and Clare counties. Central 
Michigan District Health Depart-
ment also receive 200 doses of the 
Moderna vaccine for use in Isabella 
County.

A total of 1,300 doses of the 

COVID-19 UPDATE

Local health 
departments 
receive new 
vaccine
1,300 Johnson & 
Johnson doses arrive 

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

Isabella County’s county com-
mission voted to terminate its 
six-month-old agreement to buy 
Union Township property it in-
tended to use for a new jail and 

sheriff’s department on Tuesday 
night.

The reason: The property ap-
parently lacks access to necessary 
water and sewer connections.

In late August, the county 
board voted to purchase 36 acres 
of property along Summerton 
Road near the eastern edge of 

Union Township for the combined 
jail and sheriff’s office, with extra 
room to relocate all of the coun-
ty’s from the downtown Mt. Pleas-
ant campus.

The project had more or less 
hummed along, with members of 
the jail project management team 
presenting sketches of what the 
jail would look like and concrete 
movement towards financing the 
$40 million project.

At its Feb. 3 meeting, the 

county commission voted to start 
a 45-day process to bond out the 
project, with the intention of 
paying for it with revenue from 
windmill farms in Coe Township  
and the north-central part of the 
county.

During Thursday evening’s 
regular meeting, Chairman Jim 
Horton, a District 4 Republican 
from Union Township, acknowl-
edged that terminating the pur-
chase agreement would set back 

the county’s timetable on the jail 
project.

He said that the jail project 
would live long past the tenure of 
any current member of the county 
commission.

While that is true, commission-
ers and Sheriff Michael Main have 
also stressed a sense of urgency 
on moving on a new jail, citing 
both living conditions and failing 
infrastructure in the current fa-
cility, built in the 1950s.

Commissioners vote to terminate six-month-old 
agreement due to inadequate sewage connection

ISABELLA COUNTY

Jail property nixed over water access

SCREENGRAB FROM HOUSE TV

JoAnn Gross tells a House subcommittee that she wants a “bypass button” so that children who require emergency mental health services 
could receive it without requiring parents to jump through hoops to get it. JoAnn and her husband Jay, of Shepherd, spent two weeks with 
their child in the emergency room of MidMichigan Health-Gratiot waiting for those services.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerreon Tiwtter

JoAnn Gross told a House 
subcommittee everything she 
did over two weeks while trying 
to find help for her adopted son 
while he was in the emergency 
room of MidMichigan Health-
Gratiot. It finally came down to 
one last thing.

“As a last resort, you need to 
walk out and abandon your son,” 
she said she was told. That would 
trigger involvement by Child Pro-
tective Services, which would 
take over.

JoAnn and Jay, whose viral 
YouTube video finally got the boy 
placed in an inpatient care facil-

ity for adolescents, told commit-
tee members they weren’t about 
to do that.

Jay told the committee at the 
start of the couple’s testimony 
that he wasn’t mad at anyone. 
It was the system that is failing 
kids.

He shared his experiences as 
a teacher in Shepherd, in which 
he’d see students on a Friday, on 
a Sunday get a message that the 

child had committed suicide and 
find an empty desk on Monday. 

“We’re losing kids left and 
right.”

The Grosses spent those two 
weeks butting heads with a bu-
reaucracy created by a system 
that had people working inde-
pendently of each other. He used 
an analogy of everyone in a boat 
with one oar, no lighthouse and 
trying to row in different direc-

tions.
“We want to jump in the boat 

with you guys and row,” he said.
JoAnn provided committee 

members with specifics, includ-
ing the hoops they would have 
had to jump through. One in-
cluded exhausting home-based 
services as an eligibility require-
ment for money necessary to pay 
for certain services. This, while 
her son was in the emergency 
room.’

“How am I going to do that?” 
she said.

Another required a bed no 
more than 200 miles from home 
and a Department of Human Ser-
vices referral.

“Meanwhile, our child sat in 

LANSING

FATHER TO LAWMAKERS: 
WE’RE LOSING OUR KIDS

Troubled teen’s parents tell House subcommittee children welfare system broken
(Jay Gross) used an analogy of 
everyone in a boat with one oar, 
no lighthouse and trying to row in 
different directions. “We want to 
jump in the boat with you guys and 
row,” he said.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Animal shelters in Clare and Isa-
bella counties received some of the 
2021 Animal Welfare Fund grants 
from the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (MDARD).

According to a press release 
from MDARD, MDARD planned 
to distribute $137,144 to 24 regis-
tered animal shelters throughout 
the state to support various animal 
welfare projects this year. The Ani-
mal Welfare Fund is supported by 
generous Michiganders during tax 
season when they check the fund’s 
box on Form 4642, Voluntary Con-

MID-MICHIGAN

Clare, Isabella 
animal shelters 
receive grants
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tributions Schedule on their 
state tax returns.

Since 2010, MDARD has 
distributed more than $1.4 
million to over 213 local 
animal shelters. One hun-
dred percent of the con-
tributions made to this 
fund go directly to these 
shelters to support efforts 
that increase sterilization 
rates among dogs and cats 
prior to adoption, provide 
anti-cruelty training for 
animal law enforcement 
agencies, offer proper an-
imal care programs to the 
public, and assist shelters 
with the unreimbursed 
costs of care for animals 
involved in legal investi-
gations.

“Thanks to the kind-
ness of Michigan taxpay-
ers, MDARD can help 
to support the growing 
needs of shelters around 
the state,” said State Vet-
erinarian Nora Wineland, 
DVM. “Over the last three 
years, we have seen an 
increase in not only the 
number of shelters apply-
ing for grants but also an 
increase in the amount of 
funds being requested. 
This year in particular, 
applicants have asked for 
more funds to educate the 
public and train staff.”

For this year’s grant 
cycle, MDARD received 
59 applications, totaling 
more than $511,000 in re-
quests. Projects funded 
this year include the fol-
lowing:

• Equipment for the 
safe and secure transport 
of animals found in large-
scale neglect and hoard-
ing situations.

• Outreach and educa-
tional materials to gain 
support for community 
changes that help pro-
mote the importance of 
spay/neuter and proper 
pet care.

• Certified anti-cruelty 
training for animal con-
trol officers to aid in their 
investigations of cruelty 
and fighting incidents, as 
well as assist in the coop-
eration and coordination 
of local law enforcement, 
the prosecutor’s office, and 
community relations.

• Surgical packs for 
spay/neuter of shelter an-
imals to reduce the back-
log of surgeries and re-
duce the length of stay 
for shelter animals, help-
ing them make it to new 
homes sooner without the 
chance of more unwanted 
puppies or kittens.

The Isabella County 
Animal shelter received 
$7,550 and the Clare 
County Animal Shelter re-
ceived $6,480.

The Humane Animal 

Treatment Society (HATS) 
applied for the Animal 
Welfare Fund Grant on 
behalf of Isabella County 
Animal Control. HATS is 
a non-profit organization 
that is contracted to han-
dle all animal care, adop-
tion, and spay/neuter 
services at the Isabella 
County Animal Shelter.

The Isabella shelter 
was informed that they 
received the grant at the 
beginning of February 
and intended to use the 
grant to fund the costs as-
sociated with the spaying 
and neutering of shelter 
animals prior to adoption.

“These are cats and 
dogs that enter the shelter 
as unaltered surrenders or 
unaltered strays that are 
not claimed, and require 
spaying/neutering before 
leaving for their adoptive 
home,” HATS Commu-
nity Involvement Coordi-
nator Amanda Tillotson 
said. “The grant cannot 
be used for any other pur-
poses. The grant funds 
must be used between 
Feb. 1 and Sept. 1 and we 
will be reimbursed after 
our reports are submitted 
to the MDARD grant ad-
ministrator.”

The following other 
animal shelter organiza-
tions were also awarded 
2021 Animal Welfare Fund 
grants:

• Alpena County Ani-
mal Control - $4,925

• Al-Van Humane Soci-
ety Inc. - $9,600

• Bay County Animal 
Control Shelter - $5,600

• BestPals Animal Res-
cue Center - $2,500

• Cheboygan County 
Humane Society - $6,990

• City of River Rouge 
Animal Shelter - $9,650

• City of Romulus Ani-
mal Shelter - $4,376

• Country Cat Lady - 
$2,700

• Friends of Companion 
Animals - $700

• Genesee County Ani-
mal Control - $9,630

• Greater Hillsdale Hu-
mane Society - $1,570

• Humane Society of 
Midland County - $5,302

• Humane Society of 
Monroe County - $4,125

• Kent County Animal 
Shelter - $5,585

• Lincoln Park Animal 
Shelter - $3,000

• McCloud’s Lake Haven 
- $7,500

• Newaygo County Ani-
mal Shelter - $891

• Ontonagon County 
Animal Protection Inc. - 
$2,055

• Otsego County Animal 
Shelter - $10,000

• Roscommon County 
Animal Shelter - $7,215

• Saginaw County An-
imal Care and Control - 
$9,200

• Taylor Animal Shelter 
- $10,000

Shelters
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Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine are expected in the 
three counties this week, 
according to state records. 
Central Michigan District 
Health Department re-
ceived 400 doses each for 
Isabella and Clare coun-
ties. Mid Michigan District 
Health Department received  
500 doses for Gratiot 
County.

None of the counties re-
ceived the Pfizer vaccine. 
CMDHD received 1,170 
doses, but those were all 
earmarked for Gladwin 
County. CMDHD reported 
Monday that it expects to 
receive 3,570 doses this 
week for its six counties: 
Isabella, Clare, Gladwin,  
Roscommon, Arenac and 
Osceola.

CMDHD reports that 
18,163 doses of COVID-19 
vaccine have been adminis-
tered in its six counties as of 
last Friday. By Monday, the 
state reported that 13,197 
doses in Isabella County and 
7,483 doses in Clare County 
have been administered.

The accelerated roll-
out of the Johnson & John-
son vaccine has caused the 
state to move up its time-
table for vaccine eligibility. 
On Wednesday, the Michi-
gan Department of Health 

and Human Services an-
nounced that anyone 50 and 
older will eligible for a vac-
cine starting March 22.

People 50 and older with 
pre-existing health condi-
tions are eligible March 8.

The authorization of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
has been hailed as a game 
changer.It requires only one 
shot and doesn’t need to be 
kept in a deep freeze.

Earlier this week, John-
son & Johnson announced 
a deal to partner with phar-
maceutical giant Merck to 
produce the vaccine across 
two large corporations.

The vaccine also differs 
from the other two based on 
how it stimulates a body’s 
immune response.

Both the Pfizer and Mod-
erna vaccines are messen-
ger vaccines, which use a 
coated piece of RNA to tell 
the body to create antibod-
ies that recognize the pro-
tein spike on the SARS-
CoV-2 virus, which plays a 
critical role in it hijacking 
a human cell to replicate it.

Johnson & Johnson’s vac-
cine uses older technology, 
a weakened adenovirus  to 
deliver genetic material i.

Ten new confirmed cases 
were reported across Is-
abella, Gratiot and Clare 
counties on Wednesday, 
with no new deaths.

Six of the new cases were 
reported in Isabella County, 
increasing its cumulative 

total of confirmed cases to 
3,582, with 72 deaths. Three 
new confirmed cases were 
reported in Clare County, 
increasing its cumulative 
total of confirmed cases to 
1,407, with 68 deaths. One 
new confirmed case was re-
ported in Gratiot County, 
increasing its cumulative 
total of confirmed cases to 
1,407, with 68 deaths.

All three counties con-
tinue to have lower rates of 
spread than the state as a 
whole using two key met-
rics.

Isabella County’s seven-
day rolling average of con-
firmed and probable cases 
per 100,000 people is 7.4, 
according to a county-level 
dashboard hosted by the 
Brown University School of 
Public Health. On the same 
dashboard, Clare’s seven-
day average is 9.2 and Gra-
tiot’s is 11.9. The statewide 
average is 13.5

Anything between 1 and 
9 is in a category called 
Community Spread, and 
rigorous test-and-trace 
programs are recom-
mended. Between 10 and 
24 is in a category called 
Accelerated Spread, and 
the dashboard recom-
mends stay-at-home or-
ders and rigorous test-
and-trace programs.

On the dashboard’s map, 
Community Spread is color 
coded yellow; Accelerated 
Spread is color coded or-

ange.
All three counties have 

lower rolling seven-day av-
erages for positive test re-
sults for diagnostic tests. A 
higher percentage is gener-
ally considered to mean the 
disease is spreading faster.

Gratiot County’s seven-
day average of positive test 
results is 1.7 percent; in Isa-
bella it is 2.82, and in Clare 
it is 3.57. Statewide, the av-
erage is 3.78.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, no new deaths were 
reported, with new and cu-
mulative cases and deaths 
as follows:

• In Gladwin County, an 
additional three confirmed 
cases were reported for a 
cumulative total of 1,255, 
with 40 deaths;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional five cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 1,929, with 19 
deaths;

• In Midland County, 
an additional eight cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 4,440, with 62 
deaths; and,

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional five cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 3,260, with 86 
deaths.

Statewide, another five 
deaths were reported for a 
total of 15,563 and another 
1,356 cases were reported 
for a cumulative total of 
591,753.

Vaccine
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the E.R.,” she said.
The last one was try-

ing to submit digital signa-
tures last Friday, Jay work-
ing next to a tech expert at 
the school and she working 
from her laptop in the emer-
gency room.

They spent seven hours.
“Just to turn in signa-

tures,” she said.
For Jay, that was the last 

straw. Sitting in his car in 
the parking lot, he said 
he made a video talking 
about what they were going 
through.

JoAnn said she was not 
hot on the idea of shar-
ing their experience with 
the public, and reluctantly 
agreed to let Jay post it.

He did, on Sunday morn-
ing, and it immediately went 

viral, with 96,000 views on 
YouTube and 2,500 shares 
on Facebook.

The video broke the dam.
Support poured in from 

all over the country, Gross 
said Monday. More impor-
tantly, it got the attention 
of leaders in the business  
community and in govern-
ment.

By early afternoon on 
Monday, Jay was on his way 
to admit his son to a short-
term inpatient care facility 
with a roadmap that runs 
through a longer road to re-
covery.

His Wednesday testi-
mony started by saying he 
felt lucky that he has a You-
Tube channel and Facebook 
page with a lot of followers 
who helped the video go vi-
ral. But he wondered about 
the kids who don’t have that 
benefit.

“What about the others,” 
he said.

Testimony
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The following filed to 
do business as in Isabella 
County:

• Thomas George Prout, 
Heritage Arms, 8397 E. 
Rosebush Road, Mt. Pleas-
ant.

• Larry L. Lenhart, All 
Around Contracting, 208 
Gateway Dr., Clare.

• Jason E. Gross, Jay’s 
Building and Remodeling, 
4049 N. Coldwater Road, 
Weidman.

• Raquel Imgram, Kelli’s 
Consulting, 6505 Ohls Dr., 
Weidman.

• Vince Munley, Vince 
Munley, 5905 Carriage 
Lane, Mt. Pleasant.

• Brian Hanson, B’s Mu-
sic Shop, 603 N. Mission St., 
Mt. Pleasant.

• Benjamin R. Matthews, 
Benny’s Bladez Lawn Care 
Services, 3822 W. Beal City 
Road, Weidman.

• James Dickson, Jim 
Dickerson Painting, 1102 E. 
Lincoln St., Mt. Pleasant.

• Emily Ann Owl, Perch 
Salon and Day Spa, 210 W. 
Pickard St., Mt. Pleasant.

• Steve Garrett, Steve 
Garrett Flooring, 3761 W. 
Denver Road, Weidman.

• Steve Lilly, Steve Lilly 
Drilling, 2694 S. Wise Road, 
Mt. Pleasant.

• Lynnae Armstrong,. 
Eres Group, 1020 S. Mission. 

Suite 124, Mt. Pleasant.
• Lynnae Armstrong, 

Centris Link, 1020 S. Mis-
sion, Suite 124, Mt. Pleas-
ant.

• Ronney Lee Morey and 
Denise Marie Morey, Mo-
rey’s Management, 3357 E. 
River Road, Mt. Pleasant.

• Julie Sykora, Clinton 
Russell, Jerry Russell and 
Sharon Russell, GMR, 6028 
E. Colonville Road, Clare.

• Steven Stone, Stone’s 
Taxi Delivery Services, 
4075 S. Isabella Road, Apt. 
MM7, Mt. Pleasant.

• Vincent M. Russon, 
Ground 2 Sky, 692 E. Ste-
venson Lake Road, Clare.

• Curtis E. Clerk-Wager, 

Loosen Up Massage Ther-
apy, 600 E. Broadway, Suite 
111, Mt. Pleasant.

• Mark Bower and Brent 
Simmer, Sinmark Services, 
5588 E. Baseline Road, Mt. 
Pleasant.

• John Yoder and Bar-
bara Yoder, Shady Maple 
Enterprise, 7660 E. Broom-
field Road, Remus.

• Tami Wilson, Lawn 
Care of the Lake, 7532 W. 
Pickard, Mt. Pleasant.

• William Southwell and 
Joan Southwell, Fox Hol-
low Farm, 514 E. Steven-
son Lake Road, Clare.

• Dori Edmonds, Fresh 
Country Sudz, 10579 Pryor 
Lane, Clare.

ISABELLA COUNTY BUSINESS FILINGS

To place an obituary,

please contact us at: 877.271.1272 or 248.745.4500
(Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

For more information, contact us at:

obits@newspaperclassifieds.com

Honor your loved one by sharing
their unique story…their journey,

accomplishments, passions and wisdom
…and provide information about their
commemoration with an obituary or

memoriam.

To place an obituary

Frederick r. “FriTz” reedeed

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-la
w, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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Despite new guidelines, local health department still 

working to vaccinate people 65 and older  

By Elisabeth Waldon | on March 09, 2021  

The state of Michigan may have once again changed its category guidelines for those eligible for the COVID-19 

vaccine, but the local health department is still working on getting prior groups vaccinated. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham says the health department for Clinton, 

Gratiot and Montcalm counties is currently “scrambling” to get 6,500 newly received doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 

out to residents, including the new one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham posted a March 5 video with an update 

on the vaccine process in Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties. 

Cheatham noted that while people 50 and older with high-risk conditions, caregivers of children with risk factors, 

agricultural workers and mortuary workers are now all eligible to receive the vaccine according to the state, the local 

health department is still focused on vaccinating people 65 and older. 

“Like almost all counties in Michigan, we’ve only vaccinated about half of our population over age 65,” Cheatham 

said. “We’ve used every single dose we’ve gotten. We’re not slow, we’re working fast, but we still have only done 

half the people over 65 so we’re going to go slow about doing these other groups because these folks over 65 are at 

risk of dying from this disease, they’ve been waiting patiently for weeks, we need to get to them. So please be 

patient.” 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/loc-0309-ew-vaccine-update.jpg


 

Cheatham recounted a recent confusing series of events in which the health department was told it would be receiving 

1,700 doses of the vaccine this week, which was then increased to 4,400, then changed to 1,300 of the new Johnson & 

Johnson vaccine and then changed again to a combination of Johnson & Johnson and Moderna. 

“This is what it’s like where we live, changes from minute to minute,” Cheatham summarized. “We’re now 

scrambling to get 6,500 doses out to you. Watch our website, we’re going to have more clinics. We’re looking at 

Carson City because people in our three counties can reach it. Check the pharmacy websites, check the hospital 

websites. If it’s confusing, just call 2-1-1.” 

Visit www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information for more information about how to get vaccinated locally. 

Cheatham specifically addressed the new one-shot Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

“It’s a really great vaccine,” he declared. “Why am I saying that? You probably heard on social media it’s not as good 

as the Pfizer or the Moderna. Look, nobody knows that. The Johnson & Johnson was vaccine was subjected to a 

harder test. They’re probably equally effective. No one was hospitalized and no one died one month after receiving 

it.” 

Cheatham also addressed a more controversial issue regarding the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

“You might have heard that fetal tissue was used in the production of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine,” he said. “No 

— no fetuses were used. What happened was in 1985 a few cells were taken from the retinae from a fetus — it was 

from an abortion — and it was used like so many other lines of cells to develop lines of cells. So many of the 

lifesaving medications you’ve already taken were developed using these lines of cells. The daughter cells of this 

original group of cells that was collected are used in the production of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. 

“So depending on your beliefs, you might think this vaccine is not for you,” he admitted. “Please tell us if you don’t 

want the Johnson & Johnson vaccine because we want to vaccinate you and we want to find a vaccine that you like.” 

Cheatham noted that Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services recently 

relaxed some state epidemic orders — such as allowing up to 25 people at indoor gatherings and up to 300 people 

outside, plus restaurant capacity of 50% now allowed. 

“The state told us exactly what they’re doing by opening things up,” Cheatham said. “But I’m a health officer, I’m not 

sure I want them to open things up. I’m afraid it’s going to start spreading again and killing people. I’m executing the 

play the coach’s call; she said this is what we’re doing — this is what we’re doing. They’re trying to signal that they 

know people want to have a semi-normal summer and if we can keep the cases down, that might happen. They’re also 

saying if the case go back up, we could go backward again, so please be safe, don’t spread this thing around. 

“It is still an uphill fight, we still have a lot of people to vaccinate,” he concluded. 

 

 

  

 

http://www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information
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COVID-19: ONE YEAR LATER

Posted on Wednesday, March 10th, 2021 and is filed under FEATURE, News. You can follow any responses
to this entry through the RSS 2.0 feed. You can skip to the end and leave a response. Pinging is currently not
allowed.

This graph, courtesy of the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department, shows the
confirmed daily COVID-19 cases in Clinton,
Gratiot and Montcalm counties from March 1,
2020 to March 3, 2021. The case surge at the
end of 2020 dwarfed the previous peaks, with
approximately 250 cases reported in a single
day in November.

By Emma Selmon
 Herald News Editor

 It’s been a year since Michigan saw its first confirmed COVID-19 case on Tuesday, March 10, 2020. It only took
a matter of days for everything to change. March 27, 2020 marked Gratiot County’s first confirmed case of
COVID-19, and the first death came just over a month later. The virus made its way to every corner of the
county, ripping through nursing homes and prisons as well as families and social circles.

  All in all, there have been 2,472 test-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Gratiot County — and another 324 have
been identified as “probable” COVID-19 cases, according to the data from the State of Michigan.

 And as of Monday, 100 Gratiot County residents have died from COVID-19, with another four deaths likely
caused by the virus.

 March 2021 is, at least, a time of much more certainty than March 2020. Healthcare workers know much more
about how to treat COVID-19. Tests are much more readily available, and businesses and schools have the tools
in place to limit COVID spread in their facilities.

 But it’s still true that the situation is rapidly changing. New, more contagious virus variants first identified in the
United Kingdom and South Africa have made their way to Michigan. At the same time, there is a light at the end
of the tunnel as more and more Michiganders receive their COVID-19 vaccine shots.

 Since the first vaccinations began in Gratiot on Dec. 17, over 6,900 county residents have received at least their
first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine — just over 20 percent of those 16 and over, according to data the State of
Michigan.

 As more residents take their opportunity to get their shots, the percentage of those immunized will only continue
to rise — but this is no time to let your guard down on pandemic precautions, said Marcus Cheatham, health
officer for the Mid-Michigan District Health Department.

 In a video update last week, Cheatham said that as long as people are “safe and don’t spread this disease
around,” there is a lot to be hopeful for.

 “We still have a lot of people to vaccinate, but we can start to see a time in the future…very soon when we can
start to feel safer, and I’m really looking forward to that,” he said.

http://gcherald.com/category/current-lead-story/
http://gcherald.com/category/news/
http://gcherald.com/covid-19-one-year-later/2021/03/10/feed/
http://gcherald.com/covid-19-one-year-later/2021/03/10/covid-confirmed-daily-cases-1/
http://gcherald.com/category/health/
http://gcherald.com/category/news/
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COVID-19 vaccination progress in Gratiot County is continuing to be made as a third shot has been authorized
for emergency use by the FDA.

  The Johnson and Johnson vaccine was approved by the federal government agency at the end of last month, and
Gratiot County has already received its first shipments. It joins the Moderna and the Pfizer vaccines, which have
been available in the area since late last year.

 The Johnson and Johnson vaccine only requires one dose for full effect, as opposed to the others, which require
two.
In a video update from March 5, Health Officer Marcus Cheatham of the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department (MMDHD) said that the Johnson and Johnson shot is “a really great vaccine.”

 While the Johnson and Johnson vaccine tests may seem to show that the shot is less effective than that of its
competitors.

 Cheatham pointed out that the Johnson and Johnson vaccine “was subjected to a harder test” because there was
“more COVID circulating at the time.”

 “All other things being equal, just randomly, you’d expect a few more people in the Johnson and Johnson test to
have mild disease. And that’s exactly what happened,” Cheatham said. “They’re probably equally effective.”

 He also noted that a month after receiving the single-shot Johnson and Johnson vaccine in the trial, no one was
hospitalized for COVID-19 and no one died.

 And when it comes to immunizing for a deadly disease, preventing serious illness and death is what’s important.
 “That’s great protection,” he said. “You can’t do better than that.”

 In addition to the third vaccine, there has also been an expansion in who is eligible to begin to receive their
COVID-19 vaccine.

 Since March 1, agricultural workers and food processing workers are eligible to receive a shot, and since March
8, individuals aged 50 to 64 with a disability or preexisting condition are eligible as well. Caregivers of children
with special healthcare needs also became eligible on March 8.

 And beginning March 22, all individuals aged 50 to 64 will be eligible to receive a vaccine.
 While more groups have become eligible and will become eligible soon, Cheatham still asks residents to be

patient. Although more doses have become available as the Johnson and Johnson rolled out and the other
vaccines amp up their production, there are still many people who have been eligible for weeks now that are still
awaiting their shots.

 He said that even though the MMDHD, pharmacies and healthcare providers have been “working fast” and have
“used every single dose” they’ve received, the MMDHD region has still only vaccinated just about half of the
population over 65. This is on par with the rest of the state, Cheatham said.

 While other groups are eligible and will begin to be vaccinated, those over 65 will remain a priority, and rollout
for groups with less risk may be slow to start.

 “We’re going to go slow about doing these other groups, because these folks over 65 are at risk of dying of this
disease,” he said. “They’ve been waiting patiently for weeks. We do need to get to them, so please be patient.”

 For everyone who is eligible, there are a variety of places that offer COVID-19 vaccinations, including local
healthcare providers and pharmacies. A list of places where vaccine may be available can be found at
https://www.mmdhd.org/covid-vaccine-information/. Other helpful resources are available at this webpage as
well.

 Anyone who does not have access to internet, or who is a senior and needs help scheduling an appointment, can
call 211 for assistance. Seniors can also call the Gratiot County Commission on Aging at 989-875-5246 for
assistance as well.  

http://gcherald.com/category/news/
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Promises: In first 50 days, President
Biden nails some goals; others await
action. 9A

“I’m getting pretty old”

At 113, Irene Dunham is oldest living
Michigan resident, and still sharp.
News, 3A

Weather

High 62° ❚ Low 32°
Breezy, a little rain
Forecast, 8B
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Henry to have homecoming 
in March Madness in Indiana
SPORTS, 1B
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Liberty Coins
400 Frandor Ave in the Frandor Shopping Center (next to Kirklands)

www.libertycoinservice.com
351-4720 or 800-933-4720

Take Advantage Of Record Highest-Ever Gold Prices! Put Ca$h In Your Pocket Today!
Since 1971, Liberty Coins in the Frandor Shopping Center has been the top cash buyer! Take advantage of the highest-ever gold prices

(and the highest silver prices in many years) by coming to Michigan’s largest rare coins and precious metals dealer.
For more details go online to www.libertycoinservice.com and click on “Cash In Your Treasures.” Since 1971 Over $500 Million Paid to Sellers

Open 6 Days a Week
Mon-Fri 9:30 AM-5:00 PM • Sat 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

(Closed some holiday weekends)

Put Ca$h in your pocket Today!
Tom Coulson, Owner

Bring Your • Gold, Silver, And Platinum Jewelry • Sterling Silver Flatware And Hollowware • Larger Quality Diamonds • Coins
Paper Money • Gold, Silver, Platinum, And Palladium Bullion • And Many Collectibles (call for appointment) For Our Top Cash Offer

A
side from the masks, there was little to differentiate Saturday afternoon at NCG

Cinema-Lansing from any pre-pandemic weekend at the Eastwood Towne

Center. h Families with small children and groups of friends strode into the

multiplex, some moving hurriedly as if their movie was about to start, while

others exited to the parking lot, squinting against the sunlight after hours in a darkened

theater. h Gigi Robinson walked out of the theater having just seen “Minari,“ an acclaimed

independent movie about a Korean-American family’s move to the Midwest, by herself. h “I

loved it,” Robinson said. “It was fabulous.”

The film was the first Robinson had seen in a
theater since the start of the pandemic 12 months
prior.

“We used to come to the movies all the time,”
Robinson said. “I just said that today I’ve got to go to
a movie.”

Robinson had no concerns about her experience
at NCG.

“I felt safe, perfectly fine,” she said.
The pandemic had prevented Owosso-based

and -founded NCG Cinemas from serving 

NCG Cinema General Manager Katie Morrison at the Eastwood Towne Center location on March 4.
PHOTOS BY MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Slowly but surely,
a Michigan theater

chain reopens
Christian Martinez | Lansing State Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

The reopened NCG Cinema at Eastwood Towne
Center on March 4.See THEATER, Page 4A

LANSING – Health departments in
Greater Lansing are rapidly nearing
70% vaccination among those 65 and
older.

The Ingham County Health Depart-
ment reported 71% of its senior citi-
zens have received at least one dose of
a COVID-19 vaccine. The Barry-Eaton
District Health Department is at 62%
and the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department, which covers Clinton
County, is around 50% vaccination
among seniors.

“We’re going to keep working to get
that number to 80%,” Ingham County
Health Officer Linda Vail said.

In Clinton County, efforts have been
slightly more hampered by vaccine
supply. 

“We’ve only vaccinated about half
of our (senior) population,” said Mar-
cus Cheatham, health officer for the 

Mid-Mich.
seniors
nearly 70%
vaccinated 
State prepares to open
eligibility to all aged 50+

See SENIORS, Page 2A

Craig Lyons Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

LANSING – After 2020 saw an in-
crease in firearm assaults and homi-
cide, officials think a targeted anti-vio-
lence program could yield results.

The Ingham County Board of Com-
missioners and Lansing City Council
are exploring a joint agreement with
Advance Peace, a California-based
nonprofit. Advance Peace enrolls peo-
ple who have committed acts of vio-
lence or could become victims of a
crime in an intensive program geared
toward them becoming mentors in
their communities to break the cycle of

Ingham
County eyes
program 
to reduce 
gun violence

See PROGRAM, Page 6A

Craig Lyons Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN
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LOTTERIES For lottery results 24 hours a day, call 335-5640

Customer service
To view important information online related to your subscription, visit
aboutyoursubscription.lansingstatejournal.com. You can also manage
your subscription at account.lansingstatejournal.com. Contact the
Lansing State Journal for questions or to report issues via email at
lansingstatejournal@gannett.com or 1-800-234-1719.

Operating hours are:
❚ Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
❚ Saturday: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. for technical support only
❚ Sunday & holidays: 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Full access subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting
lansingstatejournal.com/subscribe.
Subscriptions below are billed per month and include access to
lansingstatejournal.com, tablet and smartphone apps, and the e-Edition,
a digital replica of the print edition.
❚ Delivery of the Monday through Sunday print editions: $68.00*
❚ Delivery of the Thursday through Sunday print editions: $28.00*
❚ Delivery of the Sunday print edition: $21.00*
*Plus applicable taxes

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at accuracy@
lsj.com to report a mistake or call 517-377-1112. Describe the error,
where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ..........................................................................1-800-234-1719
Executive Editor ..............................................Stephanie Angel | 517-377-1017
Advertising ........................................................................................... 517-377-1124
Obituaries ........................................................................................1-800-433-6946

Postal information
Lansing State Journal, USPS #520-180, ISSN #0274-9742, is published
Monday through Sunday at 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 300,
Lansing, MI 48933. Periodicals postage paid at Lansing, MI 48933.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Customer Service, PO Box 62670,
San Angelo, TX 76906.
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Brooke Tudor, Au.D., Owner
Kathy Scieszka, Au.D.

OLIVET - Douglas Lar-
ry Henney, 68, a loved
member of his family and
dedicated grandfather,
died at his home on Duck
Lake after a long battle
with cancer on Tuesday,
March 9, 2021. Doug was
born January 10, 1953, in
Lansing, the son of Larry
William and Jennie Mae
(Hector) Henney. He
graduated valedictorian from Potterville High
School in 1971 before earning his undergraduate
at Michigan State University and a law degree at
Cooley Law School. Doug went to work as a stock
broker and financial planner in the Lansing area
at various institutions, including Merrill Lynch,
EF Hutton, Paine Webber, Prudential, and most
recently Wells Fargo. Doug enjoyed time spent
with his grandchildren, especially boating on Duck
Lake, waterskiing, and taking in movies. He was
a car enthusiast and fan of all sports, especially
watching his grandchildren play and following
MSU. Doug coached recreational basketball for
many years, including his children.

Doug is survived by his daughter, Carissa (Jason)
Miller; sons, Kyle Henney and Troy Henney; 5
grandchildren, Gracelynn Miller, Landon Miller,
Conner Henney, David Bennett, and Faith Hen-
ney; sister, Sonya Henney; brother, Steven (Kathy)
Henney; and his former spouse, Sharon Henney.
He was predeceased by his parents.

A private memorial service will take place this
summer at Duck Lake. If desired, the family
suggests memorial contributions to the Multiple
Myeloma Society. Friends and family are encour-
aged to share memories of Doug on his Tribute
Page at www.PrayFuneral.com. The family is in
the care of Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte.

Douglas Henney

To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Bajena, Henry Sylvester 91 St. Louis 09-Mar Smith Family Funeral Homes, St. Louis Chapel
Fox, Thomas J. 64 Lansing 08-Mar Palmer Bush & Jensen Family Funeral Home, Lansing Chapel
Greer, Doris Fay 83 Haslett, MI 09-Mar Gorsline Runciman Lansing Chapel
*Henney, Douglas 68 Olivet 09-Mar Pray Funeral Home
James, Larry Edward 74 Lansing 08-Mar Tiffany Funeral Homes
Kuhn, Kurt A. 72 Delta Twp. 06-Mar Palmer, Bush & Jensen Family Funeral Homes, Delta Chapel
Lopez, Anthony 15 Lansing 06-Mar Skinner Funeral Home Lansing Chapel
McCue, James “Jim” 66 Webberville 06-Mar Palmer Bush & Jensen Family Funeral Home, Lansing Chapel
Nightengale, Verda 99 Potterville 08-Mar Pray Funeral Home
Streeter, Joann 82 Mason 09-Mar Skinner Funeral Home Lansing Chapel
Twichell, Thomas 70 Eaton Rapids 05-Mar Skinner Funeral Homes
Vo, Phuc 51 Lansing 09-Mar Estes-Leadley Greater Lansing Chapel
Winegar, Homer 90 Vermontville 09-Mar Pray Funeral Home

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/LSJ

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

Mid-Michigan District Health Department, in a video
update Friday. “We’re not slow — we’re working fast.
We’ve used every single dose we got.”

Cheatham said reaching the remaining half of
seniors in his district, which also covers Gratiot and
Montcalm Counties, is a matter of managing appoint-
ments for newly eligible residents.

“It is an uphill battle,” Cheatham said. “We’ve still
got a lot of people to vaccinate.”

Vaccinating 50-and-ups expected to move
faster

Vail expects vaccinating the 50-and-over group to
go much faster than the previous phase.

That’s thanks in part to an increase in vaccine avail-
ability, but also because the state hasn’t opened vacci-
nation to new employment subcategories, such as re-
tail workers, Vail said. 

Here’s where vaccination stands in Greater Lan-
sing, according to MDHHS data:

h Providers administered 79,332 doses to Ingham
County residents. Of those, 29,475 people are fully
vaccinated

h Providers administered 32,580 doses to Eaton
County residents. Of those, 11,547 people are fully vac-
cinated.

h Providers administered 19,323 doses to Clinton
County residents. Of those, 7,363 people are fully vac-
cinated.

The vaccines administered reflect where a patient
resides, not where they received the shot.

While getting an appointment has become easier,
keeping up the pace of vaccination as new groups be-
come eligible will take time, Vail said.

“We need to dispel the myth that (we get every-
body) 50-plus vaccinated in two weeks,” she said. “We
won’t.” 

Currently, those 50 and up with preexisting medical
conditions are eligible. Vaccination opens to all Michi-
gan residents 50 and up on March 22. 

More providers, greater access

As the vaccination effort ramps up, more and more
providers are eligible to administer shots. Those in-
clude local health departments, hospitals, community
pharmacies, and retail pharmacies like Rite Aid, Meijer
and Walgreens.

“There’s a lot of availability for vaccine in the com-
munity,” Vail said.

Since December, the state has distributed 3.4 mil-
lion first and second doses of the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines. Of that figure, 122,796 doses went to 
Ingham County, 15,000 to Eaton County and 10,300 
to Clinton County, according to the most recent data
from the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services.

Cheatham said MMDHD recently got a huge bump
in its vaccine allocation, with multiple shipments of
the Johnson & Johnson and Moderna vaccines arriv-
ing this month.

Those doses will go toward health department-run
clinics and out to pharmacies and hospitals to maxi-
mize the availability of appointments, Cheatham said.

“We’re now scrambling to get 6,500 doses out to
you,” he said.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-377-1047 or
calyons@lsj.com. 

Carma Philip, 87, of Mason gets her COVID-19 vaccination on Jan. 19 at Sparrow Laboratories Drive-Thru
Services site at Frandor Shopping Center in Lansing. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Seniors
Continued from Page 1A

In an evolving world, 

that evolves with it

Has it been a struggle to fully 
participate in virtual and in- 
person conversations?

Have your hearing difficulties 
seemed magnified in recent 
times?

Have you noticed hearing 
issues despite already wearing 
hearing aids?

Then call us today —we have flexible care 
options to keep you healthy and safe.

HearingHealthCenter.org
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COVID-19 vaccine eligibility is widening in April,
with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announcing Friday that
all Michiganders over the age of 16 will be eligible start-
ing April 5. 

Efforts to expand vaccine rollout are underway, as
officials aim to vaccinate enough people in Michigan to
attain some sense of normalcy this year. Starting
March 22, all Michiganders 50 and up will be eligible
for the vaccine. On April 5, it opens up to everyone 16
and older.

Now, the question on many Michigan residents’
mind: How can I get my dose?

Those interested and eligible can choose where to
receive their vaccines — whether through city or coun-
ty vaccine sites, through their health care provider or
at chain pharmacies. Michiganders are encouraged to
not be picky about which vaccine to get and instead
accept whatever is most convenient. 

“I urge all eligible Michiganders to get one of the
three COVID-19 vaccines. It is essential to getting our
country back to normal, so that we can all hug our fam-
ilies, get back to work, go to restaurants, send our kids
to school, play sports and get together again,” Whitmer
said in a news release Friday. “And as always: mask up,
practice safe social distancing and avoid large indoor
gatherings where COVID-19 can easily spread from
person to person. We will eliminate this virus togeth-
er.”

Ingham County COVID-19 vaccine registration

Everyone who lives or works in Ingham County can
register for the vaccine online. The county health de-
partment will send an email whenever someone is eli-
gible and appointments are available. Fill out the on-
line registration form here. 

For assistance registering, call 517-887-4623 or
email covidvaccine@ingham.org.

The county also is vaccinating residents at the For-
est Community Health Center, Birch Community
Health Center and New Hope Community Health Cen-
ter. All are in Lansing.

People must call the health centers to schedule an
appointment:

h Forest Community Health Center at 517-887-4302
h Birch Community Health Center at 517-244-8030
h New Hope Community Health Center at 517-887-

4400
The appointments will either be drive-thru or walk-

up depending on a person’s preference and the loca-
tion of a health center.

More information is available online about vaccines
and about the county’s COVID-19 response. 

Eaton County COVID-19 vaccine registration

Anyone interested in receiving the vaccine can reg-
ister online via an interest form from the Barry Eaton
Health Department. 

New vaccination appointments are added each Fri-
day afternoon when the health department learns how
many vaccines will be available for the week. Eligible
individuals will be emailed once they can schedule an
appointment. 

Find more information from the county health de-
partment. 

Clinton County COVID-19 vaccine registration

The COVID-19 vaccine is available through the Mid
Michigan Health Department, which serves Clinton,
Gratiot and Montcalm counties. 

Anyone interested can register online to be added to
the waiting list. When vaccines are available, people
will be notified in the order in which they signed up. 

The health department has offices in St. Johns, Ith-
aca and Stanton. 

People who do not have access to the internet or
seniors who need help scheduling an appointment can
call 211 for assistance. Anyone over 65 who needs help
also can call their local office on aging.

h Tri-County Office on Aging (Clinton County): 517-
887-1440

h Gratiot County Commission on Aging: 989-875-
5246

h Montcalm County Commission on Aging: 989-
831-7476

Sparrow Hospital

All essential healthcare workers and people older
than 50 can sign up on their MySparrow portal for the
vaccine. Anyone who does not meet that criteria can-
not be vaccinated at Sparrow, even if they are eligible
in the state. 

Vaccinations are done at the Sparrow Laboratories
Drive-Thru Services, near the Frandor Shopping Cen-
ter. Vaccines are by appointment only. 

Anyone who needs help creating a MySparrow ac-
count and registering for the vaccine can call 877-205-
1300 between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. 

Hometown Pharmacy COVID-19 vaccine
registration

HomeTown Pharmacy is offering the COVID-19 vac-
cine to anyone who is eligible. 

Fill out the pharmacy’s registration form to be con-
tacted when vaccines are available. 

HomeTown Pharmacy has been approved to pro-
vide the COVID-19 vaccination to individuals who
meet state-specific eligibility criteria. When we have
vaccines available, HomeTown Pharmacy will call/
text you a link to complete consent and schedule your
vaccination.

There are four Hometown Pharmacy locations near
Lansing: Jackson, Stockbridge, DeWitt and Bellevue.

Walgreens COVID-19 vaccine registration

Walgreens will receive all of McLaren Greater Lan-
sing’s state-allocated doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.
Beginning March 15, the hospital will redistribute its
allocation of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines to the drug
store chain. 

All scheduling is done through Walgreens, not
McLaren. 

To sign up for the vaccine, users can create or log in
to their Walgreens.com pharmacy account and com-
plete an eligibility screening. There, they can look for
available appointments at stores nearby. 

For those not yet eligible, sign up for updates online.
Call your local Walgreens or 800-925-4733 to

schedule a vaccine appointment over the phone. 

Kroger COVID-19 vaccine registration

Starting this week, vaccines will be available at
Kroger stores in Michigan to those who meet state eli-
gibility requirements, the retailer announced Satur-
day.

Once on the grocer’s vaccine portal, users will have
to answer questions on its virtual assessment tool to
determine eligibility. 

After completing the questionnaire, you can then
select a location out of 103 participating Kroger phar-
macies to make an appointment to receive your vac-
cine.

Those who fall within the state’s eligibility guide-
lines can make an appointment online or by calling
866-211-5320.

Rite Aid COVID-19 vaccine registration

Moderna and Pfizer vaccinations are offered to

those who meet state eligibility requirements at Rite
Aid locations throughout Michigan. Those who qualify
and are interested cannot make appointments at spe-
cific stores, and are rather instructed to follow the
pharmacy’s vaccine scheduler portal.

There, users are required to fill out a questionnaire
to determine eligibility, with questions regarding med-
ical conditions and occupation.

After eligibility requirements are met, users will be
able to book their appointments from a list of locations
and time slots.

Meijer COVID-19 vaccine registration

To register to receive your vaccine through the
Grand Rapids-based grocer, Michiganders have three
options: Register online, by texting “COVID” to 75049
or by calling your local Meijer pharmacy.

After completing registration, Meijer will reach out
to you to schedule an appointment once a dose is avail-
able. Meijer is following state eligibility requirements.
Once a vaccine is available, Meijer will text an invite
link with clinic dates and times.

Users can choose one of three responses to the in-
vite link: “I accept” to reserve a vaccination, “I defer” to
decline the present offer but be kept on the list for fu-
ture clinic offers, or “Remove me” if you are no longer
interested or have received your vaccination else-
where.

Vaccination appointments may take place at a Meij-
er pharmacy or an offsite location where vaccinations
are being offered through the company.

Second dose appointments will be automatically
scheduled by Meijer according to national guidelines.

What do I need to bring for COVID-19 vaccine
appointment?

Most sites require photo ID and proof of occupation
if necessary for those who may be receiving their vac-
cine outside of the county they live in. Those receiving
their second dose are typically required to bring your
COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card.

Do I need to pay for the COVID-19 vaccine?

COVID-19 vaccination will be free to everyone inter-
ested in getting one in 2021, federal officials have said.
From the CDC’s website:

The federal government is providing the vaccine
free of charge to all people living in the United States.
Vaccination providers can be reimbursed for vaccine
administration fees by the patient’s public or private
insurance company or, for uninsured patients, by the
Health Resources and Services Administration’s Pro-
vider Relief Fund. No one can be denied a vaccine if
they are unable to pay a vaccine administration fee.

Staff writers Kristen Jordan Shamus and Christina
Hall contributed to this report.

Your guide on getting the vaccine
Eligibility for COVID-19
shots widens in April
Kara Berg and Miriam Marini
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Dental hygienist Muhammad Griwal gets his second
COVID-19 shot, on Feb. 4 at the Ingham County
vaccination center at MSU Pavilion. MATTHEW DAE

SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL

Leonard John Malinowski (“Len”) passed away
on March 10, 2021 at the Byron House in Poto-
mac, Maryland. Len lived a uniquely blessed life
with his late wife, Mary McMahon Malinowski,
filled with five children, twelve grandchildren, one
great-grandchild, and many divergent interests
and life experiences. Len was born on January
29, 1938 in Detroit, Michigan.

Len was a chemist at Arrow Liquor Company
and Faygo in Detroit, testing and creating new
and unique libations and soda-pop flavors. Then
he worked as an engineer with Ford Motor Com-
pany, where he helped perfect the first seat-belt
technology in the automotive industry. While still
working at Ford Len attended Detroit College of
Law at night, graduating in 1974 and took a job
as an Asst. Attorney General in Michigan. Perhaps
his greatest case was decided by the U.S. Supreme
Court called Michigan v. Long, a case that is still
taught in law schools. Upon retiring, in 2002,
Len and Mary moved to Fredricksburg, Virginia
to be closer to their children and growing group
of grandchildren.

Len is survived by his children Maureen Riehl
(Scott), Lisa, Christopher (Stacie), Amy Brink
(David), and Matthew (Lesley); grandchildren
Patrick Malinowski, Casey Malinowski, Colin
Riehl, Aidan Riehl, Nicholas Malinowski, Max
Malinowski, Joshua Malinowski, Jacob Brink,
Lorraine Malinowski, Ailish Brink, Noah Brink,
and Howard Malinowski; great-grandchild Asher
Malinowski; sister Christine Neelis; and dozens
of nieces, nephews, and other family members.

The family wishes to thank the staff at the By-
ron House for their wonderful care of him over
the past two years. The family asks that, in lieu
of flowers, please donate to Byron House in Po-
tomac, Maryland.

The rosary, visitation and funeral will be held on
Thursday March 18, 2021, at Holy Spirit Catholic
Church in Annandale, Virginia.

Arrangements have been entrusted to Fairfax
Memorial Funeral Home in Fairfax, Virginia

Leonard John Malinowski

have died.
h In Clinton County, 4,548 people tested positive for

the virus and 68 have died.
“We’re sitting, right here, on a precipice of a surge in

cases,” Vail said.
Many regions of the state, including Greater Lan-

sing, are moving up in risk levels, Vail said. Even north-
ern counties, which have remained low lately, are spik-
ing, she said.

The Lansing region, which includes Ingham, Eaton,
Clinton, Shiawassee and Gratiot counties, remains at
the second-highest level for the spread of COVID-19,
according to the MI Safe Start map. The five-county
area’s percent positivity rate is at 4.5% and a rate of
154 cases per million people.

Despite ongoing vaccination efforts, Vail said it’s no
time for people to let their guard down. People should
continue wearing a mask or face covering, maintain

social distance and avoid large gatherings, she said.
“There are still epidemic orders in place,” Vail said.
Indoor dining capacity remains at 50%, indoor

gatherings are restricted to no more than 15 people
from three households and masks are still required,
according to MDHHS’ health order.

Even though vaccination levels are gradually going
up, the virus can still spread throughout the communi-
ty among those who haven’t gotten the shot, Vail said.

Currently, people 50 and over with preexisting con-
ditions, essential frontline workers, which includes
public safety workers, teachers and child care workers,
and health care workers are eligible for the vaccine.

On March 22, vaccination eligibility will open for
people over 16 with a preexisting condition. On April 2,
eligibility will open to anyone over 16.

In football, no team ever wants to spike the ball in
the red zone as they head for a touchdown, Vail said.
The same applies to the COVID pandemic, she said.

“Let’s not be spiking the ball at the 20-yard line,”
she said.

Contact reporter Craig Lyons at 517-377-1047 or ca-
lyons@lsj.com. 

Cases
Continued from Page 1A
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By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

More than a quarter of people in 
Gratiot and Clare counties 16 years 
old and older have received at least 
one shot of COVID-19 vaccine. In 
Isabella County, it is a little more 
than one in five.

Clare County has the highest 
percentage of people in that age 
range who’ve received at least one 
shot at 28.34 percent, or 7,222 of 
25,487. In Gratiot County, 25.6 
percent in that age range have re-
ceived at least one shot, or 8,658 
of 33,817.

In Isabella County, 20.86 per-
cent of people in that age range 
have received at least one shot, 
or 12,329 of 59,116. As of Tues-
day, 1,447 of those people received 
a vaccination shot through Nim-
kee Wellness Center on the Sagi-
naw Chippewa Indian Reservation, 
Karmen Fox, Nimkee executive di-

COVID-19 UPDATE

Gratiot, Clare 
ahead of 
vaccination 
average total
MMDHD warns of 
new COVID case spike

MORNING SUN FILE PHOTOS

Rebekah Mordak and Henry Matthews talk about a piece at Art Reach of Mid-Michigan in 2018. They compliment the piece for its use of 
collage to create a larger image.

By Sarah Wright
swright@medianewsgroup.com

Registration for Art Walk 
Central 2021 has officially been 
opened by Art Reach of Mid 
Michigan.

During 2020, despite CO-
VID-19 concerns, Art Reach 
was still able to host the three-
week long art competition that 
featured artists from all across 
Michigan. Around 50 artitsts 
participated in the event, which 
was fewer than previous years.

The art pieces were still avail-
able for viewing at certain loca-
tions in the Mt. Pleasant area, 
an award ceremony was held 
on the streets outside of Art 
Reach, and the annual auction 
was moved to an online auction.

For the 2021 Art Walk Cen-
tral event, artist registration is 
open until May 28. Registration 

for adults 19 and older costs $35 
and registration for youth art-
ists from ages 13-18 is $10. Art-
ists can register at artwalkcen-
tral.com/artist_registration.

“As for protocols, each venue 
will enforce their own individ-
ual protocols, based on their in-
dustry,” Art Reach Executive Di-
rector, Amy Powell said. “We are 
still finalizing the events that 
will take this during August. We 
know that we’ll still conduct the 
Judges Roundtable and August 
Art (free art, hopefully on the 
street, throughout the month).”

The awards are planned to be 
presented during a free, open to 
the public award ceremony on 
Aug. 21.

For more information, Art 
Walk Central visit artreach-
center.org or call Art Reach at 
(989) 773-3689.

MT. PLEASANT

STROLL ON

Federal prosecutors file notice in case involving homicide of Native American woman on reservation

By Rick Mills
rimills@medianewsgroup.com 
@rickmills2 on Twitter

A Shepherd woman accused in 
the November stabbing death of a 
Mt. Pleasant woman will not face 
the death penalty, federal prose-
cutors said in a court filing.

Prosecutors on March 2 filed 
a “notice to not seek the death 
penalty” against Kaden Eliza-

beth Gilbert, the 20-year-
old accused in a dou-
ble-stabbing that killed 
21-year-old Nangonhs 
Massey at a Mt. Pleasant 
apartment.

“The government will 
not seek a penalty of 
death in this case as to 
Kaden Elizabeth Gilbert,” 
the document filed in the 
Eastern District Court of Michi-

gan in Bay City said.
In another recent filing, 

prosecutors sought and ob-
tained a court order pre-
venting distribution of any 
personal medical informa-
tion regarding Massey or 
the still-unnamed 22-year-
old man injured in the at-
tacks.

“The government re-
quests an order that counsel for 

the defendant shall not allow 
their client, or any other poten-
tial witness, to copy or retain any 
documents that contain personal 
identifiable information and/or 
medical records provided by the 
government in discovery,” the re-
quest said.

Gilbert is accused of murder, 
two counts of assault with a dan-
gerous weapon, and two counts of 

ISABELLA COUNTY

No death penalty in fatal stabbing

FILE PHOTO

Nangonhs Massey died in a 
stabbing incident in Nov. 2020.

Gilbert

Registration for 2021 Art Walk Central is 
now officially open for new exhibitions

Pictured is a scrap metal submission, “The Pollinator” by Justin La 
Doux from Alma (AWC 66), in 2020. This piece was displayed at Art 
Reach of Mid Michigan, 111 E. Broadway Street.

By Eric Baerren
ebaerren@medianewsgroup.com 
@ebaerren on Twitter

At first glance, an audit of Is-
abella County finances from the 
last year turns up pretty boring 
news. The county’s balance sheet 
is in pretty good shape, and in fact 
an expected drawdown of savings 
didn’t actually happen.

The story is actually how the 
county’s $21 million budget got 
there, in how the county’s year 
was influenced by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

There were two revenue sources 
that showed big changes from what 
was originally expected to what ac-
tually came in: intergovernmental 
transfers and charges for services.

Intergovernmental transfers 
includes state shared revenue and 
other sources of money that come 
in from other units of government. 
Charges for services is money the 
county receives for services ren-
dered to the public.

The state was looking at signif-

ISABELLA COUNTY

Budget audit 
gives glimpse into 
COVID experience
Books look good, county 
spent less than expected
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rector. An additional 50 were 
expected to have been vacci-
nated on Wednesday.

The state average is 24.9 
percent in that age range, 
or 2.07 million of 8.1 mil-
lion, according to state re-
cords that were current as 
of Monday.

Moderna’s two-shot 
mRNA vaccine is the most 
common vaccination being 
administered. Of all doses 
shipped to the three coun-
ties, it accounts for 78.9 per-
cent of them, or 30,800 of 
39,060.

Isabella County has re-
ceived the most doses at 
16,200, Gratiot County 
has received 10,300 and  
Clare County has received 
4,300.

Pfizer’s two-shot two-shot 
mRNA vaccine is the sec-
ond most common vaccina-
tion at 14 percent of all doses 
shipped, or 5,460 of 39,060. 
So far, state records indi-
cate that the Pfizer vaccine 
has been shipped only to Is-
abella County.

Johnson & Johnson’s one-
shot adenovirus vaccine 
has gone to all three coun-
ties, but accounts for only 
7 percent of doses admin-
istered, or 2,800 of 39,060. 
Gratiot County has received 
the most doses at 1,900, Is-
abella County has received 
500 doses and Clare County 
has received 400 doses.

Even as more people re-
ceived vaccination doses, 
Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department sounded 
a warning about the rising 
number of new cases across 
mid-Michigan.

The district distributed a 
press release Wednesday af-
ternoon advising people that 
it has seen a 100 percent in-
crease in the number of new 

cases reported since Feb. 20. 
It also warns that some of 
the cases involve new, more 
contagious strains of the dis-
ease.

It cites the relaxation of 
COVID restrictions, includ-
ing the reopening of restau-
rants, and exhaustion with 
COVID protocols as the 
likely reasons. The press re-
lease says the health depart-
ment doesn’t advise changes 
to COVID protocols, but that 
people continue to follow ex-
isting protocols.

Gratiot County is a 
MMDHD county, and three 
new confirmed cases were 
reported there on Wednes-
day afternoon for a cumula-
tive total of 2,484, with 100 
deaths.

In Isabella County, an ad-
ditional 18 cases were re-
ported Wednesday for a cu-
mulative total of 3,671, with 
72 deaths. In Clare County, 
an additional two confirmed 
cases were reported for a cu-
mulative total of 1,423, with 
68 deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, no new deaths were 
reported, with new and cu-
mulative cases and deaths as 
follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
seven additional cases were 
reported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,284, with 40 deaths;

• In Mecosta County, 10 
additional cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 1,980, with 21 deaths;

• In Midland County, an 
additional 15 new cases were 
reported for a cumulative to-
tal of 4,638, with 63 deaths; 
and,

• In Montcalm County, an 
additional 11 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative to-
tal of 3,335, with 88 deaths.

Statewide, no new deaths 
were reported for a to-
tal of 15,810 and another 
3,164 cases were reported  
for a cumulative total of 
615,792.

Update
FROM PAGE 1

icant shortages in its own 
budget, and announced 
that part of its plan to bal-
ance the budget was to cut a 
month’s shared revenue pay-
ments to counties.

That could have blown a 
$300,000 hole in the coun-
ty’s budget, but the state re-
filled it and then some with 
money from the federal 
CARES Act. Isabella County 
wound up taken in $704,000 
more in intergovernmental 
transfers than it budgeted, 
according to the audit.

With county government 
shut down completely for 
part of the year and then 
bottlenecked for part of the 
year due to COVID-19 pre-
cautions, the county natu-
rally brought in $492,000 
less than the $2.35 million it 
budgeted, said Doug Deeter, 
the county’s auditor with 
Rehman, of Saginaw. By the 
end of the year, the county 
had brought in $1.85 million 
charging people for services.

The county benefited 
from receiving more in 

property taxes than it an-
ticipated, too. The budget 
projected that it would take 
in $12.4 million; what it  
really realized was $12.7 mil-
lion.

Between the three, the 
county brought in $666,000 
more than budgeted.

Meanwhile, the county 
also spent less than ex-
pected, Deeter told com-
missioners. It wasn’t one or a 
couple of significant things.’

“A lot of little things,” he 
said during his presentation. 
It was a matter of buildings 
being closed throughout the 
year and curtailing of ser-
vices.

The county expected to 
spend $22.3 million but in-
stead spent $21.6 million, or 
$672,554, he told commis-
sioners.

Isabella County’s admin-
istration had anticipated 
drawing $1.35 million from 
what was a $8.99 million sav-
ings at the start of the year, 
which would have left $7.64 
in its fund balance. When 
all the bills were paid, how-
ever, the county only needed 
$11,400 of that money. It 
ended the year with a fund 
balance of $8.98 million.

Audit
FROM PAGE 1

felonious assault.
Gilbert is held in federal 

custody under an agree-
ment between her attor-
neys and federal prose-
cutors, but has not been 
officially indicted on the 
charges.

In December, her de-
fense attorney withdrew 
a request for a psycholog-
ical evaluation  and a fed-
eral magistrate added a 
second attorney because 
she could have faced the 

death penalty.
A federal magistrate 

ordered appointment of 
“learned counsel,” a sec-
ond attorney with exper-
tise in death penalty cases.

It is not clear if that at-
torney will continue on the 
case now that the death 
penalty is off the table.

Earlier, lead attorney 
Bryan Sherer sought an 
evaluation to see if Gilbert 
is fit to stand trial but later 
withdrawn the request.

Sherer told the court 
that extensive travel 
and isolation within the 
federal prison system  
could cause harm to Gil-

bert.
Federal Assistant Attor-

ney Roy Kranz opposed 
skipping the examination 
and said defense concerns 
can be addressed by bring-
ing experts to the Isabella 
County Jail to examine 
Gilbert, but the court al-
lowed the withdrawal.

Both defense and prose-
cutors have cited Gilbert’s 
extensive mental health 
history, which goes back 
to childhood and has in-
cluded recent self-harm 
and hallucinations while 
in jail.

Gilbert has been jailed 
since Nov. 16 when police 

say she stabbed Massey in 
the thigh with a folding 
pocket knife, severing her 
femoral artery.

Eyewitnesses told police 
that Gilbert came to the 
Oak Street Village Apart-
ments about 2:30 a.m. 
that day and stabbed both 
Massey and the 22-year-
old man with a knife 
she had concealed in the 
sleeve of a sweater.

Gilbert is facing fed-
eral charges because both 
of her victims were Na-
tive American and the at-
tacks happened within the  
Isabella Indian Reserva-
tion.

Stabbing
FROM PAGE 1
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By Kat Stafford
The Associated Press

DETROIT >> The Movement 
for Black Lives is opposing 
the George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act, arguing the 
bill doubles down on re-
form strategies that have 
historically failed to center 
marginalized communities 
and address police violence 
nationwide, according to a 
blistering letter to congres-
sional leaders, first shared 
with The Associated Press.

The movement, which 
was formed in 2014, is a 
coalition of 150 organi-
zations nationwide that 
helped drive the global pro-
tests against racial inequity 
last summer. It is demand-
ing Congress create new, 
comprehensive legislation 
to confront disinvestment, 
mass incarceration and sys-
temic racism in America.

While the Justice in Po-
licing Act has been called 
one of the most ambitious 
efforts in decades to over-
haul policing, the movement 
is concerned it doesn’t ad-
dress the root causes that 
have led to Black Ameri-
cans dying at the hands of 

police. The House passed 
the bill earlier this month, 
but the movement’s oppo-
sition presents a new road-
block for Democrats. Even 
though the party controls 
both chambers of Congress, 
a tough road lies ahead for 
Senate approval.

“Over this summer, com-
munities lifted up solutions 
that would truly address the 
root causes of police vio-
lence and terror,” the move-
ment wrote in a letter ad-
dressed to the chairman of 
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, Rep. Jerry Nadler, 
D-N.Y., and to Reps. Sheila 
Jackson Lee, D-Texas, and 
Karen Bass, D-Calif., and 
Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., 
and shared with the AP on 
Wednesday. “Justice in Po-
licing, by its very name, cen-
ters investments in policing 
rather than what should be 
front and center — upfront 
investments in communi-
ties and people.”

The bill, which is named 
for the man whose killing by 
police in Minnesota last Me-
morial Day sparked global 
protests against racial ineq-
uity, would ban chokeholds 
and “qualified immunity” 
for law enforcement while 
creating national standards 
for policing in a bid to bol-
ster accountability. The bill 
is supported by President 
Joe Biden and has received 

support from some of the 
nation’s leading civil rights 
organizations.

“The officer that killed 
George Floyd was looking 
at the camera as he killed 
him,” said Bass, who au-
thored the bill, prior to the 
House vote in an interview 
with the AP. “Why? Because 
he felt he could operate with 
impunity.”

The movement said that 
while it does support the 
end of qualified immunity, 
which shields law enforce-
ment from certain lawsuits, 
it believes the bill in its cur-
rent form focuses on reac-
tive measures and “incre-
mentalist reforms.”

Instead, the movement 
is pushing political leaders 
to enact the BREATHE Act, 
which it proposed last July 
and believes addresses the 
fundamental causes of po-
lice violence.

The AP first reported 
that the BREATHE Act 
would transform the na-
tion’s criminal justice sys-
tem through sweeping 
changes, such as eliminat-
ing the Drug Enforcement 
Administration and the use 
of surveillance technology, 
abolishing mandatory min-
imums and ending life sen-
tences.

The bill, designed by the 
Movement for Black Lives’ 
Electoral Justice Project, 

would also redirect funding 
toward communities to ad-
dress the nation’s systemic 
racial injustices.

“It’s not just about after 
the fact accountability,” 
said Gina Clayton-Johnson, 
the lead BREATHE Act ar-
chitect and leadership team 
member of the Movement 
for Black Lives’ Policy Ta-
ble. “There’s this thought 
that Black people are dy-
ing at the hands of police 
officers because individual 
officers are bad actors, but 
it is actually a systemic is-
sue, and if you understand 
it to be systemic, then the 
solutions must also be sys-
temic.”

The letter lists five cen-
tral concerns driving the 
opposition, including the 
fact that the movement be-
lieves the act will provide 
new money to the “very 
systems that have always 
served to kill, cage, and de-
stroy the families of Black 
people.” The movement also 
criticizes the act for fail-
ing to center the voices of 
“community members who 
are closest to the problem.”

“The bill bans federal 
use of chokeholds, ignor-
ing the reality that po-
lice have killed Black peo-
ple in this manner regard-
less of whether these bans 
 are in place,” the letter 
states. “

STATE

Coalition opposes George Floyd Justice Act
Group: Bill fails to 
address root cause 
of police violence
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Frederick r. “FriTz” reedeed

Remembering...

REED Frederick R. “Fritz” Reed, age
59, of Powell,

passed away unexpectedly Monda
y,August 27, 2007. He

was a graduate of Harvard Univer
sity and The Ohio State

University Law School. During
his career he practiced

law with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, served

as Chief Financial Officer for
Wendy’s International

and most recently worked as a business consultant

for Development Specialists, In
c. He will be dearly

missed by his wife of 16 years, Ja
ne; sister, Jane Prause;

sister-in-law, Janet (Michael) K
edik; uncle, Charles

E. (Patricia) Reed; mother-in-la
w, Carol G. Williams;

brothers-in-law, John D. (Dorot
hy) Williams and Barry J. (Phi

lippa) Williams;

nieces and nephews, David (Mel
issa) Black, Sarah Black, Matthe

w Reed, Samuel

Reed, Margaret (Joel) Strom, Sa
rah (Kevin) Mueller, John Carl (

Sarah) Williams,

James B. (Holly) Williams, Coli
n (Elaine) Williams, Charlotte (L

ewis) Muir and

Lesley (Wes) Patterson; step-nep
hew, Calvin Kedik; 7 grand-niec

es and nephews;

2 step-grand-nieces and nephews
; and many friends. Fritz was pr

eceded in death

by his parents Carl R. and Maria
n Faler Reed, brother David Ree

d, brother-in-law

Robert H. Prause, father-in-law Ja
mes T. Williams and aunts and un

cle Ellen ‘Susie’

Reed, Ruth Reed (Warren) Calver
t. Friends may call 2-5 and 7-9 p.m

. Wednesday at

SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST
CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Road. P

rivate graveside

service and interment at Lithopol
is Cemetery. A Memorial Service

will be held at 1

p.m. Thursday, August 30, 2007 a
t All Saints Lutheran Church, 677

0 North High St.

Worthington with Pastors Glenn
Zorb and William Saunders officiating. In lieu of

flowers, contributions may be ma
de to the Frederick R. Reed Scho

larship Fund at

the OSU Moritz College of Law,
c/o Lisa Ballmann, OSU Moritz

College of Law,

55 West 12th Avenue, Columbus
OH 43210 or the All Saints Ev. L

utheran Church

Endowment Fund, in his memory
. Visit www.schoedinger.com to s

end condolences

to his family. “Sign the online gue
stbook at www.dispatch.com/obit

uaries”

We will help you
create an obituary
to treasure for years
to come. Included
with every obituary
is a commemorative
plaque of your loved
one’s obituary.
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