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LANSING - Karen
G. Hedden, 63, passed
away peacefully on April
28, 2021. She was born
June 7, 1957 in Lansing to
John and Mary (Thelen)
Hedden. She was a long-
time CATA bus driver
whose passion for civ-
il service made her an
excellent driver. Karen
found great comfort in
her Catholic faith throughout her life, faithfully
serving at Mother Teresa House and at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Lansing for many years.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
She will be lovingly remembered by her sisters,

Margaret Hedden; Catherine (George Krisztian)
Hedden, Aileen (Jerry Burke) Hedden, and Heidi
(Thomas) Beavers; nieces and nephews, Jere-
my Hedden, Aaron Beavers, Lexy Krisztian, and
Zachary Beavers; and great-nephews, Tyler and
Jacob Hedden.

Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Monday,
May 2, 2021 at St. Mary Cathedral, 219 Seymour
Ave. in Lansing. The family will receive friends
one hour prior to the Mass, as well as on Sun-
day, May 1, 2021 at Gorsline Runciman Funeral
Homes, Lansing Chapel, 900 E. Michigan Ave. in
Lansing from 3pm until 5pm when a Rosary will
be prayed in Karen’s honor.

Memorial contributions may be made to Mother
Teresa House, 308 N Walnut St, Lansing, MI 48933,
where Karen has served so faithfully.

Online condolences may be expressed at www.
tiffanyfuneralhomes.com.

Karen G. Hedden

Richard (Rick) Sean 
Matthews, age 56, passed 
away on April 28, 2021.  
He will be missed by his 
loving family including 
his mother, Gail Mat-
thews, father, Jerry Mat-
thews, step-mother Car-
ol Colein Matthews, his 
brother Randy Matthews, 
and sisters Renee (Mark) 
Joncas, and Tami (Tony) 
Behland.  He also leaves behind three nieces, a 
nephew, other extended family members plus a 
network of long-time friends.

He was a graduate of Bath High School and 
Ferris State University’s hospitality program.  
He was an animal lover, and a die-hard MSU 
fan with an encyclopedic knowledge of college 
and pro sports.  He also closely followed Haslett 
School sports and served for a while as a volunteer 
sportscaster at Haslett games. He was a lifetime 
Bath-Haslett resident, offering smiles and small 
talk to everyone he met.

Rick was a special guy with a large, loving heart.  
His passing will be mourned by many.  A cel-
ebration of Rick’s life will be scheduled in the 
near future.

Richard (Rick) Sean Matthews

Allen , Ruth A.  86 Haslett, MI  23-Apr Palmer, Bush & Jensen Family Funeral Home, Lansing Chapel
Brantley, Sr., George Jack 70 St. Johns 29-Apr Smith Family Funeral Homes - Osgood Chapel - St. Johns
Fata, Lisa 56 Lansing 28-Apr Tiffany Funeral Home
Furry, Thomas 65 Lansing 28-Apr Skinner Funeral Home Lansing Chapel
Gross, Louise Marie 80 Lansing 28-Apr Girrbach Funeral Home
Hanford, Joyce Eliane 90 Lansing 29-Apr Estes-Leadley Greater Lansing Chapel

*Hedden, Karen G. 63 Lansing 28-Apr Tiffany Funeral Home
Peters & Murray Funeral Home, Grand Ledge
Lehman Funeral Homes
Smith Family Funeral Homes, St. Louis Chapel

*Matthews, Richard (Rick) Sean 56 - 28-Apr -
Mulder, Nancy 60 Grand Ledge 28-Apr Peters & Murray Funeral Home, Grand Ledge
Nethaway, Kati Helen-Marie 30 Ovid 30-Apr Smith Family Funeral Homes, Elsie Chapel

Skinner Funeral Home Lansing Chapel
Richmond, Billie Robert 78 Lansing 25-Apr Christiansen’s Michigan Cremation & Funeral Care, Greenville

Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes
Skinner Funeral Home Lansing Chapel

Stephenson, Lacy 77 Owosso 28-Apr Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes, Perry Chapel
Weadle, Timothy 58 Bath 28-Apr Holihan-Atkin-Barclay Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Grand Ledge

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/LSJ

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

To place an ad, call 586-826-7171 or visit mideathnotices.com/place.php

Michigan’s first known case of the B.1.617 CO-
VID-19 variant has been identified in Clinton County,
health officials said. 

Scientists first detected the B.1.617 strain in India
in December. Now, the variant has been identified in
an adult resident of Clinton County who recently
traveled to India, according to a news release Friday
from the Mid-Michigan District Health Department.

MMDHD was first notified of the B.1.617 variant on
April 21, department spokeswoman Leslie Kinnee
said. 

It’s typical for viruses to mutate over time and pre-
liminary research suggests the B.1.617 variant could
be more contagious.

Michigan is suffering from the nation’s worst CO-
VID-19 outbreak with 3,623 new cases reported
Thursday. 

Just over 40% of Clinton County residents ages 16
and over are fully vaccinated against COVID-19 com-
pared to 37% of eligible residents statewide, accord-
ing to a state dashboard updated Thursday.

“Our best defense is for everyone to get vaccinat-
ed,” MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham said
in a statement.

Visit mmdhd.org to schedule an appointment.
Cheatham also urged residents to wear masks in
crowded spaces, wash their hands frequently and to
follow isolation guidelines and get tested if they are
exposed to the virus or experience COVID-19 symp-
toms. 

Health officials predict at least 70% of the popula-
tion will need to be vaccinated against COVID-19 to
achieve herd immunity, which is the threshold after
which a disease is unlikely to spread. 

Contact reporter Sarah Lehr at slehr@lsj.com.

B.1.617 COVID-19
variant found in
Clinton County
Sarah Lehr
Lansing State Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

An Idaho lawmaker was accused of raping an in-
tern; a Missouri lawmaker of abusing his children. In
North Dakota and Oregon, a pair of lawmakers faced
claims of a pattern of sexual harassment. 

All are now out of office – either resigning under
pressure or being expelled by colleagues within the
past two months. Three other lawmakers accused this
year remain in their jobs.

The flurry of sexual misconduct claims in state cap-
itols comes 31⁄2 years after the #MeToo movement
sparked a public reckoning for people in power ac-
cused of sexual wrongdoing and an overhaul of many
state policies. The continued incidents highlight both
that problems persist and that some legislatures are

responding more assertively.
“These institutions don’t change overnight,” said

Kelly Dittmar, research director at the Center for Amer-
ican Women and Politics at Rutgers
University. “Part of what the #MeToo
movement did was shed a spotlight on
the problem, but fixing that problem
that has been so deep-seeded is going to
take longer.”

Since 2017, at least 109 state lawmak-
ers in 40 states have faced public allega-
tions of sexual misconduct or harass-
ment, according to an Associated Press

tally. Of those, 43 have resigned or been expelled and
42 have faced other repercussions such as the loss of
committee chair or party leadership positions.

Idaho Rep. Aaron von Ehlinger was the most recent
to resign. The 38-year-old Republican stepped down
Thursday after a legislative ethics committee recom-
mended he be suspended without pay over allegations
that he raped a 19-year-old intern in his apartment af-

ter the two had dinner at a Boise restaurant.
Von Ehlinger denied wrongdoing, insisted the sex-

ual contact was consensual and wrote in his resigna-
tion letter that he was quitting because he could not
represent his constituents effectively. 

The decision came the day after the committee
heard testimony, including from the young woman
who brought the allegations. She was shielded from
public view by a black screen and used the name
Jane Doe during the proceedings. But a TV reporter
attempted to film her as she left, and at least one law-
maker revealed her identity on social media. The As-
sociated Press generally does not identify people
who say they have been sexually assaulted.

Republican Senate President Pro Tem Chuck
Winder on Friday praised the woman for “the cour-
age to come forward.”

“Anyone and everyone who comes here and works
here, including yourselves, should feel safe here. It
needs to be a respectful place to work,” Winder said. 

In January 2020, an AP review found that states
had enacted more than 75 laws and resolutions tar-
geting sexual harassment, abuse and assault within
government or the private sector over the previous
two years. The review also found that nearly all legis-
lative chambers required sexual harassment training
for members, up significantly from about one-third
of the chambers during a 2018 AP review.

The Idaho House and Senate required lawmakers
to attend a “respectful workplace training” that start-
ed in 2018 and which von Ehlinger attended this year.
But the House never formally adopted the respectful
workplace policy, which von Ehlinger’s attorney not-
ed during his hearing.

House Minority Leader Ilana Rubel, a Democrat,
said Friday that if the chamber would officially enact
the policy, it would “make it clear that lawmakers
should not be asking staffers out on dates.”

Von Ehlinger’s resignation came just a week after
the Missouri House expelled Republican Rep. Rick
Roeber after a bipartisan ethics committee investiga-
tion concluded there were credible allegations he had
physically and sexually abused his children years
ago. 

Roeber attempted to resign shortly before the pan-
el’s report was publicly released, citing his plans to
move out of state to be closer to family. But the House
refused to accept his resignation. House Ethics Com-
mittee Vice Chairman Richard Brown, a Democrat,
said it wouldn’t be right to let him “escape without us
giving full recognition to what has taken place.”

The House instead voted overwhelmingly to kick
Roeber out of office, the first time that had happened
to a Missouri House member since the Civil War.

Misconduct toppling lawmakers 
One resignation refused as
politicians expel him instead

David A. Lieb and Keith Ridler 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

von
Ehlinger 
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Multiple COVID-19 variants showing up around the 

area  

By The Daily News Staff | on May 03, 2021  

Submitted by the Mid-Michigan District Health Department 

Viruses are constantly changing, and this includes SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. These genetic 

variations occur over time and can lead to the emergence of new variants that may have different characteristics. 

Several COVID-19 variants have been found in Mid-Michigan Health Department’s (MMDHD) jurisdiction (Clinton, 

Gratiot, and Montcalm counties) over the course of the pandemic. This includes the following variants: B.1.1.7, 

B.1.351, B.1429, P.1, and most recently, the new B.1.617 variant.

The new B.1.617 variant (India variant) has been identified in a Clinton County adult with recent travel to India. This 

variant was initially detected in India last December. The CDC has not yet included the India variant on its list of 

concerning strains, but its emergence is a reminder that COVID-19 is still a threat. 

“We know that multiple variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 are circulating in The United States, in Michigan, 

and right here in Clinton, Gratiot and Montcalm counties,” MMDHD Health Officer Marcus Cheatham said. “These 

variants are more contagious than other strains and are able to spread more quickly within our communities, so our 

best defense is for everyone to get vaccinated. “ 

The MMDHD continues to offer several COVID-19 vaccination clinics each week. Those who have not been 

vaccinated are encouraged to visit our website at www.mmdhd.org to schedule an appointment. 

The MMDHD is asking community members to remain vigilant and practice these strategies to help slow the spread 

of COVID-19: 

• Wash your hands frequently

• Stay at least 6 feet away from others not in your household

• Avoid attending large gatherings

• Wear a mask around others

• Avoid crowded areas or gatherings

• Ventilate indoor spaces if around others

• Seek testing if ill, exposed, or after travel

• Follow isolation or quarantine guidance if ill, exposed, or waiting on test results

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ohtadmin/
http://www.mmdhd.org/
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Melba Joanne Best, 
age 94, of St. Louis, 
MI, passed away Mon-
day, May 3, 2021, at 
Mid-Michigan Medical 
Center, Alma, MI.
  Cremation will take 
place and a Memorial 
Service will be held at 
a later date. Burial will 
take place at Coe Town-
ship Cemetery, Shep-
herd, MI.
  Melba was born in 
Alma, MI on March 15, 
1927, the daughter of 
Elbridge “Red” and Ivah 
Roberta (Easlick) Wolf-

gang. Melba graduated from St. Louis High School 
with the class of 1945. Melba married Daniel “Lee” 
Best on June 27, 1948.  They were blessed with 
63 years of marriage prior to his passing on July 
6, 2011.
  Melba worked for various places throughout her 
life including: Soda Jerk for Thayer’s Drugstore, 
.%2!!*= /26A?&+ )?( <A::9:*= #@-$A 2%" ,9$;9>2% 
Chemical. She owned and operated Alma Freezer 
with her husband Lee for 53 years. She enjoyed 
bowling, reading and baking bread. She enjoyed 
meeting new people and trying to see if they were 
related to her. Melba was very proud to be a mem-
ber of the St. Louis Community. There was nothing 
more important to her than her family and she al-
ways wanted them to come and visit.
  She is survived by son David and Donna Best 
of St. Louis, MI, daughter Becky and Jim Leonard 
#@ 0A=:2/8?>+ ,3+ 8%#@-$9244& 2"#!:A" =#% 7#% 2%" 
Chris Bebow of Colorado, 4 grandchildren: Daniel 
Leonard of Berkley, MI, Ben (Rosalie) Leonard of 
Philadelphia, PA, Jeffery Best of Wheeler, MI, and 
Jessica Best of St. Louis, MI. She is also survived 
by many special nieces and nephews.  Melba was 
preceded in death by her husband Lee (2011), her 
parents, father and mother-in-law Daniel and Ma-
rie Best, siblings: Elbridge “French” (Verla) Wolf-
gang Jr., Wanda (Vern) Keefer, and Margery (Ron) 
Breidinger.
  Memorials may be made to Gratiot County Com-
mission on Aging or to your local animal shelter. 
The family is being served by Smith Family Funeral 
Homes, St. Louis, MI. Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfamilyfuneralhomes.com.

BEST, MELBA JOANNE 

JACOBS, WILLIAM STANLEY JR. 
Stanley Jacobs William 

“Bill” as known Jr., 
to friends and family, 

JACOBS, WILLIAM STANLEY JR. 

to friends and family, 
unexpectpassed away -

edly on Saturday, April 
24, 2021. He was born 

to 19, 1968 August 
Stanley Jacobs William 

and JeHane Lamb Eck-
les. Those left to cher-

memory are: ish his 
Ruth spouse, surviving 

daughJacobs; Helms -
Alyssa Jacobs ter, 

Roberts and husband, 
Cody of Hurt, VA; son, 

stepson, Tommy Salisbury; of III 
and his two shining stars, Kenleigh Jacobs and Mi

is also survived by his father, chael Roberts. He 
Gail Jacobs and wife, William 

sister, Patty Pope of New London; sister, MI; 
his Rockwell; of Hill berta 

and many close friends. To honor of West End, NC; 
be no services. The famwishes, there will Bill’s 

requests that memorials ily 
Hospital Research Children’s 

assisting Cremation is olina 
line condolences at www.carolinacremation.com.

Cody of Hurt, VA; son, 
Stanley Jacobs William 

Concord; of Small stepson, Tommy 
and his two shining stars, Kenleigh Jacobs and Mi-

is also survived by his father, 
of Mount Pleasant, Gail 

Rosister, Patty Pope of New London; sister, -
JeHane Eckles mother, 

and many close friends. To honor 
be no services. The fam-

Jude’s St. be made to requests that memorials 
CarTN. Memphis, in Hospital -
OnJacobs family. the assisting -

line condolences at www.carolinacremation.com.

 

RECKER, JEFFERY SCOTT 

 

52, of Recker, Jeffery 
Pleasant passed Mt. 

May ay, away on Sund
2, 2021, at Mid-Mich-

in Center Medical igan 
Alma. Jeff was born on 
October 12, 1968, in 
Alma, son of the late 

(DoRonald and Alice -
err) Recker.  He loved 
mud bogging and was 

known for his love well 

RECKER, JEFFERY SCOTT 

 

sister, Roxanne Cashway of Marquette, MI and his 
aunt and uncle, Linda and Vernon Recker special 

Jeffery’s Per Louis. St. of Jr., 
has taken place and there will 
mud bogg held at a future date. To sign the on

a condolence for leave guest book or line 
please visit www.CharlesRLux.com.

www.CharlesRLux.com

 

Spirit American his of 
Square Body Chevy 
Mud Truck.  Jeff is sur-
vived by his son, Travis 

Pleasant; Mt. Recker of 
sister, Roxanne Cashway of Marquette, MI and his 

aunt and uncle, Linda and Vernon Recker 
cremation wishes, Jeffery’s 

be a celebration has taken place and there will 
mud bogg held at a future date. To sign the on-

family the a condolence for 
please visit www.CharlesRLux.com.

www.CharlesRLux.com

Bonnie L. Reed; age 69 
of Shepherd; passed 
away Tuesday, May 4, 
2021 at Mid Michigan 
Medical Center – Mid-
land.  Bonnie was born 
December 5, 1951 the 
daughter of Edward and 
Shirley (Mitchell) Peak.  
She enjoyed camping, 
2,#!3$+ /3' 04/"!3$ 
cribbage and rummy.  
She loved watching 
her grandchildren play 
sports and hanging out 
with her kids.  Bon-
nie worked 49 years 

at Alma Hospital with food services.  She married 
Rich Reed August 14, 1971.  Bonnie is survived by 
her husband Rich; 2 sons Chad (Jamie) Reed of 
Alma and Dustin (Heather) Reed of Vestaburg; 5 
grandchildren Trisha (Justin) Spayd of Shepherd 
and Hallie, Hunter, Adria, and Mia Reed; great 
grandson Case Spayd; 5 siblings Deb (Mick) Koutz 
of Alma, Eddie Peak of Alma, Patty (Ken) Smith of 
St. Louis, Elaine (Glenn) Fisher of St. Louis, and 
Ken (Sandy) Peak of St. Louis; and several nieces 
and nephews.  Bonnie is preceded by both her par-
ents.  Services for Bonnie will be Saturday, May 
8 at 11 a.m. at the Forest Hill Church of Christ 
'!*# +/,*1. 11#3 )1-!3,13 1%2(!/*!3$(  5#&.& '!44 
be visitation on Friday at Berry Funeral Home from 
2 to 8 p.m. 

REED, BONNIE L. 

improvements, at the ju-
nior-senior high school.

It would have also paid 
for the purchase of new 
buses.

If it had passed the dis-
trict’s millage rate would 

have increased from 1.62 
mills to 4.12 mills and cost 
the owner of a $100,000 
home, with a taxable value of 
$50,000, an additional $125 
a year in property taxes.

But now it’s back to the 
drawing board and school 
officials will have to deter-
mine how to proceed after 
another bond proposal fail-
ure.

Bond
FROM PAGE 1

ing a first motion to break 
the deal that the property 
lacked water and sewer ac-
cess. The closest water main 
is at the corner of Summer-
ton and Broadway, said a 
Union Township official, 
and upgrading the nearby 
sewer station to meet the 
project’s needs would have 
cost $169,000.

Without a property, the 
process for securing financ-
ing has been delayed.

The plans all along have 
been to repay the county’s 
general fund money spent 
so far on the project once 
bonds are secured.

So far, according to the 
staff report provided com-
missioners on Tuesday, Is-
abella County has spent 
$909,898 on it. The re-
port said staff anticipate 
spending double that be-
fore money from the bonds 
can repay the general fund.

That would create an an-
ticipated $1.82 million hole 
in the county’s general fund 
budget.

That was by far the larg-
est of three new expenses 
the commission covered on 

Tuesday night.
Two of the county’s 

drains — the North Branch 
and Little Tobacco River 
drains — have required 
extensive work that has 
hiked the county’s share of 
its assessments by a total of 
$85,475. 

In addition, the coun-
ty’s liability insurance car-
rier has invoiced the county 
an additional $70,000 over 
lawsuits filed against the 
county. Details of what 
those lawsuits are were 
not immediately available. 
Commissioners voted to 
pay for $61,803 of it Tues-
day night as part of the bud-
get amendment.

All three combine for 
$1.96 million, which will 
come from the county’s gen-
eral fund savings. Once the 
county secures its bonds 
for the jail project, it will  
get $1.82 million of that 
back.

The county has $8.98 in 
general fund savings before 
Tuesday night, which is ap-
proximately 42 percent of 
the county’s $21.6 million 
general fund budget. That 
will bring the savings ac-
count to $7.01 million, or 
approximately 32.4 percent 
of the county’s general fund 
budget.

Budget
FROM PAGE 1

tion; and 374-1,034 voters 
on paying for it.

Both questions failed 
across Gratiot County.

In Alma, annexation 
failed 512-590, the mill-
age failed 432-678. Ithaca 
voters opposed annexa-
tion 565-737, the millage 
447-860. In Ashley, an-
nexation went down 30-
86, the millage 27-89. Ful-
ton voters rejected annex-
ation 117-261, the millage 
90-288. Breckenridge vot-
ers shot down annexation 
70-137, the millage 55-153. 

Shepherd Schools’ vot-
ers in Gratiot County ap-
proved both questions. 
The problem? The mar-
gins in favor were both 5-1 
in favor. That is, five yes 
votes to one no vote.

College officials previ-
ously pointed to Isabella 
and Gratiot counties as 
important geography to 
the college based on the 
number of students both 
provide the college.

Isabella County contrib-
utes the largest number of 
MMC students, followed 
by Clare County. Gratiot 
County is the college’s sec-

ond-largest source of stu-
dents.

Students liv ing in 
school districts that ap-
proved both questions 
Tuesday night will see a 
cut in their tuition from 
$220 per contact hour to 
the in-district rate of $132 
per contact hour.

MMC currently has a 
1.2202 millage rate, which 
translates to $1.22 per 
$1,000 of assessed value. 
Assessed value is approx-
imately half that of mar-
ket value.

In Isabella County, 
where the media property 
value is $122,000, that 
would mean an annual 
property tax hike of $64. 
In Gratiot County, where 
the median property value 
is $93,600, that means an 
annual property tax in-
crease of $57.25.

MMC officials brought 
both questions last No-
vember to voters across 
the Gratiot-Isabella RESD 
as a whole. It required ap-
proval of both questions 
across the entire RESD.

While voters over-
whelmingly approved 
joining MMC’s district, 
overall the question of  
accepting the college’s 
millage rate went down 
in defeat.

Mid
FROM PAGE 1

she noted.
It was also her recom-

mendation that Redman 
would be under court su-
pervision until he’s 21.

McMurphy, who is a pa-
role and probation agent for 
MDOC, also reviewed all of 
the reports and spoke with 
Redman and other family 
members.

She said it was not her 
job to recommend whether 
or not he be sentenced as an 
adult or juvenile but to de-
termine what his sentence 
should be if considered an 
adult.

Due to Redman having 
no juvenile criminal re-
cord and that he pled to a 
reduced charge, which was 
not a felony but considered 
a high court misdemeanor, 
the DOC recommended he 
be sentenced to 150 days 
and placed on probation 
for three years, the most 
allowed,

Although the agency 
could also require Redman 
to undergo further coun-
seling and therapy it would 
have ‘no jurisdiction over 
the family” to do the same.

At the conclusion of wit-
ness testimony Kushion 
recommended that the 
judge not sentence Redman 

as an adult.
“The people can’t meet 

the burden of proof by 
a preponderance of evi-
dence,” he explained. “It’s 
in the best interest of the 
public that Corbin be adju-
dicated as a juvenile.”

He said that DHHS has 
more services to offer and 
could require the entire 
family to take part in ther-
apy and counseling, which 
the DOC could not, and the 
fact that Redman would 
remain under the depart-
ment’s supervision until 
age 21, were also primary 
reasons for his recommen-
dation.

Kushion also noted that 
if Redman had simply ad-
mitted in the beginning 
that the shooting of his sis-
ter was an accident that is 
how the case would have 
proceeded then.

Schlegel asked Scha-
low and DHHS to come up 
with another report regard-
ing specific guidelines for 
what the juvenile sentence 
would include.

She also ordered that all 
current bond conditions, 
such as Redman wear-
ing a tether and be un-
der the constant supervi-
sion of his mother, father 
or grandfather, to continue 
until a disposition hear-
ing takes place at 10 a.m.  
Monday, June 7 in circuit 
court.

Redman
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Five students on two 
Breckenridge High School 
teams are part of three 
new school-related CO-
VID-19 outbreaks re-
ported in Gratiot County.

The two outbreaks — 
two students on the track 
team and three on the golf 
team — were reported this 
week. The other K-12 out-
break reported in Gratiot 
County this week involved 
seven students at Fulton 
Middle/High School.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services reported 
a total of 311 K-12 out-
breaks this week, an in-
crease over last week. 
Most of them involved 
sports teams.

Track, baseball/soft-
ball, volleyball and la-
crosse teams account for 
the highest number of 
new outbreaks, according 
to a MDHHS data sheet.

Another 22 confirmed 
cases and two deaths 
were reported in Gratiot 
County on Wednesday, 
bringing its cumulative 
total to 3,068.

No information was 
available about the two 
people who died. Mid-
Michigan District Health 
Department stopped pro-
viding information about 
COVID deaths shortly be-
fore Christmas 2020. A to-

tal of 110 Gratiot County 
residents have died from 
COVID-19.

They were the only 
deaths reported across 
mid-Michigan on Wednes-
day.

An additional 22 cases 
were also reported in Isa-
bella County, bringing its 
cumulative total to 5,109, 
with 83 deaths. An addi-
tional 11 cases were re-
ported in Clare County, 
bringing its cumulative 
total to 1,943, with 73 
deaths.

Elsewhere in mid-Mich-
igan, no new deaths were 
reported, with new and 
cumulative cases and 
deaths as follows:

• In Gladwin County, 
five new cases were re-
ported for a cumulative 
total of 1,840, with 47 
deaths;

• In Mecosta County, an 
additional 14 cases were 
reported for a cumula-
tive total of 2,857, with 
30 deaths;

• In Midland County, an 
additional 20 new cases 
for a cumulative total of 
6,465, with 75 deaths; and,

• In Montcalm County, 
an additional 42 cases 
were reported for a cumu-
lative total of 4,5011, with 
102 deaths.

Statewide, 42 new 
deaths were reported for 
a total of 17,939 and an-
other 2,589 cases were re-
ported for a cumulative 
total of 854,536.

CORONAVIRUS IN MID-MICHIGAN

Breckenridge HS athletes 
part of two K-12 outbreaks

LOCAL POLICE BRIEF

Illegal window tint stop ends  
in wanted Ithaca man’s arrest

Troopers stopping a car for illegally tinted windows 
in Marion wound up arresting an Ithaca man wanted 
on assault and parole flight warrants, and for lying 
to police.

They pull the car over at approximately 1 p.m. Tues-
day on M-115 in Osceola County’s Highland Township.

After the man driving the car gave troopers one 
name, they soon figured out he was in fact a 26-year-
old Ithaca man wanted on warrants out of Gratiot 
County.

During a search of the car, they also found 10 grams 
of methamphetamine.

The man was taken to the Osceola County jail and 
lodged there.

— Eric Baerren, Morning Sun
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5 Montcalm County schools ask parents to vaccinate 

children ‘to keep schools open’  

Central Montcalm and Tri County schools did not sign the statement 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on May 08, 2021  

A joint letter of support asking parents to have their children vaccinated against COVID-19 in order “to keep schools 

open” was signed Tuesday by five Montcalm County public schools and the Montcalm County Area Intermediate 

School District, along with several schools in Clinton and Gratiot counties, as well as the Mid-Michigan District 

Health Department, which covers the three counties. 

 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department logo 

“The best way to keep our schools open is to reduce and prevent COVID-19 in our communities, especially in those 

people who are around our students and staff,” the letter states. “Currently, our best hope of doing that is with 

vaccination for SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. We ask that all those able to get vaccinated for 

SARS-CoV-2 do so to help keep our schools open. As vaccination becomes available to younger age groups, we 

encourage you to get your children vaccinated to help end this pandemic and help us have a more traditional school 

year in the fall.” 

The letter directs people to visit the local health department’s website (www.mmdhd.org) and concludes, “The kids in 

your community are counting on you.” 

The letter was signed by Carson City-Crystal, Greenville, Lakeview, Montabella and Vestaburg schools. The letter 

was not signed by Central Montcalm Public School or Tri County Area Schools. 

“Central Montcalm continues to follow all of the requirements from our state and local health officials,” Central 

Montcalm Superintendent Amy Meinhardt told the Daily News on Friday afternoon. “Our focus is on 

providing students with a positive learning experience.” 

“We continue to focus on the education of children as we finish this school year,” Tri County Superintendent Al 

Cumings told the Daily News. “Tri County has continued to follow the MDHHS guidelines and worked closely with 

the Mid-Michigan District Health Department on local school COVID (safety).  We support their work to promote the 

vaccine to help get all communities reopened.” 

NO IONIA COUNTY ORDER REGARDING QUARANTINE 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
http://www.mmdhd.org/


 

Ionia County Health Officer Ken Bowen told the Daily News that he and Ionia County public schools have not yet 

collaborated on a vaccine-related letter like Montcalm County’s letter. 

However, a joint press release from the public health departments in Ionia, Kent, Muskegon and Ottawa counties was 

issued on Friday stating that the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services has advised them that 

enforcement of the state’s school quarantine guidelines must now be by local health department order. 

The four health departments jointly stated that they will not be issuing any countywide orders requiring school 

districts to comply with state quarantine guidelines. 

“The local health departments have advised the school districts within their  jurisdictions that in consideration of 

current epidemiological trends, increasing vaccination coverage  rates, and the availability of safe and effective 

vaccines, the local health departments are not issuing  county-wide orders requiring all school districts to comply with 

the MDHHS’ quarantine guidelines. Instead, the local health departments will 1) maintain their continual assessment 

of vaccination and  new case data; 2) consult with hospitals, infectious disease experts and educators; and 3) respond 

as  warranted to particular school situations with individually developed guidance and, if necessary, orders.” 

According to the joint statement, the requirements for the wearing of face  masks is embedded in the state’s epidemic 

orders and remains an enforceable mandate at the state and local level. 

“The local health departments continue to recommend that the local school districts use the (state’s) quarantine 

guidelines as best practices for the protection of area children, teachers and staff and the  prevention of outbreaks in 

the school setting.” 
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CC-C school board debates quarantine and contract 

tracing rules  

Board considers waiving final exams this year 

By Brandon Schreur | on May 12, 2021  

 

Carson City-Crystal Area Schools Board of Education Treasurer Mark Jensen, left, and Vice President Chris Ryan 

debate the district’s procedures for COVID-19 quarantine and contact tracing during Monday’s meeting. — DN Photo 

| Brandon Schreur 

CARSON CITY — Following last week’s announcement from the Michigan Department of Health & Human 

Services stating that local health departments now must enforce quarantine and contacting tracing guidelines in 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/bschreur/
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schools rather than the state, local school districts are now struggling to figure out what that looks like within their 

buildings. 

For Carson City-Crystal Area Schools, that decision is one the district is not taking lightly. 

On Monday, the CC-C Area Schools Board of Education unanimously agreed to continue with the district’s Extended 

COVID-19 Learning Plan for another month and to not make any drastic changes to its contact tracing and quarantine 

procedures at this time. 

The topic was discussed at length, as board members heard input from several staff members as to whether the district 

should continue mandatory quarantine periods for those exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19. 

A debate about final exams and whether the district intends to keep them this year despite all the students who have 

been out of school due to quarantine also came up. 

Board discussion 

When broaching the topic, Superintendent John Sattler provided some details about the situation. 

“There’s been a lot of movement on this as far as who has the authority, who doesn’t, whether it’s an order or whether 

it’s a recommendation over the last three or four days,” Sattler began. “That’s caused some confusion. There have 

been some school districts that have come up and said they will not quarantine or contact trace anymore … This has 

been a big to-do over the past few days. That’s why we added this to the board agenda for discussion. Where are we? 

What’s best for our community? What’s best for our kiddos? 

 

Carson City-Crystal Area Schools Board of Education Secretary Holly Keiffer, right, Trustee Scott Fleisher, center, 

and Trustee Neil Kapustka debate the district’s procedures for COVID-19 quarantine and contact tracing during 

Monday’s meeting. — DN Photo | Brandon Schreur 
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“It’s one of those issues where I don’t know if we can all be on the same page. It’s a really, really difficult issue 

because of all the dynamics and things that have happened for over a year, now. All of those changes. We’ve been 

learning new things as we go.” 

According to Sattler, a recent study in the state of Michigan showed that 1.1% of students exposed within a 6-foot 

radius of another student who has tested positive for COVID-19 will later test positive for COVID-19. 

“That means the percentages of getting sick if you’re in that six-foot radius is very low,” Sattler said, noting that all of 

those exposed students still have been required to quarantine at home for a time throughout the school year. 

Secretary Holly Keiffer and Trustee Stacey Springsteen said they were in favor of finishing out the school year with 

the plan the district has implemented since last August. 

“We stuck with that all along, for eight months of the school year,” agreed Treasurer Mark Jensen. “We have a month 

of school left. In the plan, it says we’ll follow the (Mid-Michigan District Health Department’s) recommendations. 

The health department’s recommendations have not changed.” 

Vice President Chris Ryan said he was focusing in on the time students have lost in the classroom due to quarantine. 

“How many of our students have been quarantined three or four different times?” he wondered. “Did they ever test 

positive? We’re putting healthy kids on quarantine when their butt should be in the classroom, learning.” 

Ryan additionally pointed to student-athletes and how they’re regularly receiving rapid COVID-19 tests weekly. 

“If they’re already getting tested, then we know they’re negative,” he pointed out. 

Jensen said while he didn’t necessarily disagree with Ryan’s points, that conversation was perhaps one that should 

happen over the summer in regards to the 2021-22 school year. 

Trustee Scott Fleisher voiced some agreement to this. 
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Carson City-Crystal Area Schools Board of Education President Gregg McAlvey listens to staff input about the 

district’s procedures for COVID-19 quarantine and contact tracing during Monday’s meeting. — DN Photo | Brandon 

Schreur 

“I know one student, right off the top of my head, who has been out of school on four separate (quarantine) 

occasions,” he said. “This is a really good student, and she’s struggling. Normally, she wouldn’t be. I just have a hard 

time with everybody being out of school. I really do.” 

Trustee Neil Kapustka said he’s gone back-and-forth on the matter, noting that both sides bring compelling arguments 

to the table. 

“We’ve also got to remember that we’ve had two wonderful people that passed away from this (COVID-19) in this 

school district,” Kapustka continued. “It’s a tough thing. It’s a tough situation.” 

Staff input 

With several CC-C staff members sitting in the audience, Ryan posed the question as to what their thoughts were 

about changing the district’s procedures. 

Several of those staff members — including teachers Samantha Jensen and Jill Postema, High School Secretary 

Lainie Niemi, Athletic Director Travis Wilcox and others — spoke on some of the struggles they’ve been dealing 

with recently. 

“I had a student today that should have been quarantined and wasn’t,” Jensen explained. “They weren’t wearing their 

mask properly. I had to tell the student several times to put their mask up. I had other kids in class that didn’t want to 

sit by them … In a sense, it’s not fair to those that have been quarantined. I can say my son has been quarantined four 
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times this year, and he needs to be in school. However, it’s also not fair to the other kids that are now at school and 

are at potential risk.” 

“Emotionally, I’m sorry for these children for the two years they’ve had,” Postema added. “Can we hold on 25 more 

days for these kids? And finish the year with the commitment that we make. Thank God, you guys could do prom for 

them (high-schoolers) and you try to make little things happen whenever you can. I just think about siblings, taking it 

home with them, giving it to grandparents. Thank God we’ve got the vaccine happening, that can help, but I just don’t 

know how many of our quarantined kids truly never got it or were just asymptomatic.” 

Board President Gregg McAlvey spoke about some of the challenges students face when being quarantined. 

“We do know that kids at home don’t do well,” he said. “We do know that they will probably never get caught up. 

Trust me, I’m dealing with it. We do know that suicide rates are going through the roof for high school kids — and 

it’s related, according to studies, from kids being quarantined.” 

“That’s why I suggested we could look at whatever we want to do for next year,” Mark Jensen commented. “Let’s 

take a thoughtful look at it over the next few months and decide.” 

Lower Elementary Principal Alexis Shaver was also in favor of waiting until the summer before making any drastic 

changes. 

“I think this is an incredibly difficult decision,” she said. “I know that, when we sat down as a team to write the 

(Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan), it took weeks. I think, if this was January, maybe this was something we’d 

need to discuss and figure out for this year. Right now, I can tell you that there are staff that’s scared. Having made 

phone calls this year that were difficult, I really strongly suggest we discuss this once the school year is over.” 

“That’s a given,” McAlvey said. “We know we’re going to do that.” 

“I just don’t think we can make changes, yet,” Shaver continued. “I don’t think it’s a bad thing to make changes, but 

you’re going to have some teachers and staff that are more worried about making sure they’re preventing COVID 

than being in the classroom teaching.” 

Sattler said one thing the district could look at doing next year is rapid-testing students exposed within a 6-foot radius 

of another person with COVID-19. 

“Would that ease any tension for teachers, for students and for families?” he wondered. “I can’t answer that. Everyone 

has a different level of how they feel as far as comfort goes. It’s a tough one. It really is.” 

Board members ultimately agreed to continue with the district’s pre-established Extended COVID-19 Learning Plan 

for the remainder of the school year in a unanimous vote and to re-visit the conversation at a later date. 

Final exams 

The question of whether the district intends to administer exams this school year came up toward the end of 

Monday’s meeting. 

Sattler said that was a conversation he and Upper Elementary, Middle School and High School Principal Doug 

Hoogerland were currently having and that some sort of final announcement would come at a later date. 
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“If I was going to do it, it’d be a waive,” Sattler said. “Then the teacher could have maybe a quiz or fun assignment 

on the last day. I just don’t see how you could hold kids to that standard — have that big of a portion of your grade 

based on a semester exam.” 
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Greenville school board addresses facemasks, vaccine 

concerns  

By Cory Smith | on May 13, 2021  

 

Members of the Greenville Public Schools Board of Education were updated Monday on COVID-19 numbers and 

restrictions currently affecting and implemented throughout the district, while also listening to concerns brought 

forward on those restrictions from members of the public. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

GREENVILLE — With less than a month remaining before the final day of school, students, faculty and 

administration at Greenville Public Schools (GPS) are more than ready to conclude a year immersed in the 

coronavirus pandemic.  

https://thedailynews.cc/author/csmith/
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In finishing out the final weeks of school, however, the GPS Board of Education made it clear Monday evening it has 

no intention of relaxing current COVID-19 restrictions, unless such recommendations are made or restrictions are 

rescinded from agencies including the Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MDHSS), Michigan Department of 

Health & Human Services (MDHHS) and the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA). 

 

Greenville Public Schools Board of Education President Norice Rasmussen addresses the public, which participated 

in Monday’s school board meeting via Zoom, regarding concerns over COVID-19 restrictions currently in place 

throughout the school district. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

At the start of Monday’s meeting, Board President Norice Rasmussen read a prepared statement addressing concerns 

she said have come forward in recent weeks from parents and members of the community regarding restrictions 

throughout the school district.  

“It has come to our attention that some members of the public are unhappy with the current masking, social distancing 

and other mitigation requirements currently in place at Greenville Public Schools,” she said. “As the Board of 

Education, however, we want to be clear — the Greenville Public Schools is obligated to follow the MHSAA 

guidelines and requirements for athletics and health department requirements for schools.” 

In regards to wearing masks, while some restrictions such as having to wear a mask outdoors in crowds under 100 

have been rescinded, Rasmussen pointed to the order issued by the MDHHS on April 19 and effective through May 

24, which requires businesses, government offices, schools, child care organizations, operators of public transit and 

all other gathering organizers to not allow indoor or outdoor gatherings of any kind unless they require individuals to 

wear a face mask. 

Additionally, beginning April 26, all face mask requirements also were applied to children ages 2 to 4. 
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“Under the order the district must prohibit gatherings, unless individuals wear a face mask, and deny entry to any 

person refusing to wear a face mask,” Rasmussen said. “The district must also encourage and maintain physical 

distancing among students.” 

Rasmussen said the school district is “legally obligated” to comply with the MDHHS epidemic order and that refusing 

to do so “could amount to significant liability to the district and place students and staff in harm’s way.” 

Rasmussen said the school district is not involved nor has it consulted in deliberations or decisions made by the 

MDHSS or the MMDHD, related to mitigation measures or protecting the public from COVID-19. 

“If any member of the public is dissatisfied with the current orders or questions the rationale or reasonings that 

support the MDHHS or local health department orders or guidelines, he or she should contact the MDHHS or the 

health department directly,” Rasmussen said. “The district must rely on the expertise of public officials, including the 

health department, when complying with laws and orders related to public health.”  

Rasmussen said the actions taken by the school district have been made in the best interest of the health of students 

and staff.  

“Our focus has always been and will continue to be providing the safest educational environment for our students,” 

she said. “This year has been difficult for students, staff and parents. We appreciate support from the community as 

we endeavor to make the 2020-2021 school year as successful as possible.  

“We understand not all members of the Greenville community will support the decisions made by the MDHHS, the 

local health department or the board, regarding how this pandemic was handled, but we hope the community 

understands and respects all decisions made by this board and by administration were made to serve the best interest 

of our students and public health,” she continued. “We will continue to evaluate and reevaluate the board’s handling 

of this pandemic and its impact on students.” 

In-person learning resumes 

Rasmussen’s comments on behalf of the board came after students returned to school last week following a two-week 

“pause” April 19 to 30, in which in-person learning at both the middle school and high school was suspended and 

students and staff utilized remote learning from home. 
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Greenville Public Schools Superintendent Linda Van Houten provides an update regarding COVID-19 restrictions 

throughout the school district during Monday’s meeting of the Board of Education. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

Superintendent Linda Van Houten said prior to the pause, both schools were experiencing a surge of quarantines and 

positive cases with the high school at 141 students quarantined and 20 current positive cases and the middle school at 

189 quarantines and 20 positive cases — along with an outbreak of the virus identified at the middle school involving 

five students.  

“We had a little break in our services and moved to distance learning and this was due to an increase in positive cases 

in the community and within the school district,” Van Houten said. “We were also advised by the MMDHD in a letter 

sent to us on April 21 to pause our instruction for secondary students and athletic events due to the surge in our 

community and our schools, along with the outbreak at our middle school.”  

In the more than three weeks that have passed since the pause was implemented, Van Houten said attendance 

throughout the school district has risen from 82% to 89%.  

“We believe that break enabled us to get back on track,” she said. “Now all buildings are back to in-person learning, 

with the positivity rate at the schools reduced significantly. Administration is recommending we continue with in-

person learning for all grade levels along with continuing to offer the Legacy Learning virtual schooling as an option 

for families who are not comfortable sending their kids to in-person school.”  

Van Houten said she is optimistic the school year will conclude without another break from in-person learning.  

“The positivity rate in the county has been continually decreasing in the last two weeks and we believe that it is safe 

for our buildings to be open as most school cases are not contracted within the school buildings,” she said.  

On April 16, the one-week positivity rate in Montcalm County was 21.11%. As of May 9, that average has declined to 

14.91%. Van Houten said that while the break has helped, positive cases continue to come forward from students.  
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Last week, the district reported 11 positive cases (10 students, one staff member) and Monday, Van Houten said 

another nine had been identified.  

Thus far in the school year, GPS has recorded 244 positive cases between students and staff. 

“Today we did have a rise in cases — six of those were from athletic testing,” Van Houten said. 

Public comment  

While Rasmussen requested that members of the public take their concerns specific to COVID-19 protocols to local 

and state health departments, some community members felt compelled to express their personal frustration directly 

to the school board during public comment. 

 

Stephanie Rectenwal of Eureka Township addresses the Greenville Public Schools Board of Education via Zoom 

during Monday’s board meeting, bringing forth concerns she has with COVID-19 restrictions and encouragement 

from the school district for people to be vaccinated. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

“I’m concerned about the 2021-2022 return to school and having to deal with the same COVID precautions we had 

this year,” parent Becky Allen of Eureka Township said. “I can tell you about what it has done to my children and to 

me as a parent and also as a working full-time mother. We think that the staff at our school has done a good job, but 

when it comes to people like you, that sit on the school board, and perhaps people above you, they are not adhering to 

parent concerns. I am here voicing those. I am against the masks. 

“All the ramifications from all the changes, everything everyone has gone through … I would just urge that you drop 

these masks and sectioned-off playgrounds,” she continued. “Areas where kids can only be in certain groups, not able 

to talk to kids in other classrooms, it all seems very military-style, which is not what some of us have in mind for our 

children.”  
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“Thank you for your comments, we appreciate it,” Rasmussen responded. “For all the comments people provide, we 

are going to take those into consideration.”  

Parent Heath Carew of Oakfield Township raised concerns over what he alleged was a double standard regarding 

restrictions in schools after the Lincoln Heights PTO provided treats for teachers in the building during Teacher 

Appreciation week last week.  

“They come back to school … and they have treats and snacks in the hallway for all the teachers, but our students 

can’t have treats or snacks,” Carew said. “They can’t bring them in for birthdays, we had to bring in cards for 

Valentine’s Day three days in advance, but here we are with extra visitors in the school right after we came down with 

this shutdown. It just makes no sense. You have this mountain of sweets, eating in front of kids, with the doors open, 

where all the kids can see it. 

“The same standard is not being set,” he continued. “I want to know, which direction is it going here? I guess you 

need to decide, are we going to follow these rules? It makes zero sense to me. Either everyone follows the guidelines 

or the guidelines are BS.”  

“I understand what you are saying and we will check into it,” Rasmussen responded.  

Parent Chad Albert of Oakfield Township said he took issue with no option of a waiver for students to opt out of 

wearing a mask. 

 

Greenville Public Schools Board of Education Trustee Charlie Mahar addresses the public, which participated in 

Monday’s school board meeting via Zoom, regarding concerns over COVID-19 restrictions currently in place 

throughout the school district. — DN Photo | Cory Smith 

“With immunizations we can sign waivers, however, for some reason there’s no waiver for a mask,” he said. 

“Something doesn’t make sense logically. Every Thursday there are meetings between (the school district and 
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MMDHD) and I’ve asked to attend the meeting as a parent-interest to ask questions of these people that are enforcing 

these matters on our children, but I receive no response. The health department doesn’t respond.”  

Parent Stephanie Rectenwal of Eureka Township took issue with a letter sent from the school district to parents last 

week, which she perceived as an attempt to “talk us into” vaccinating children.  

The letter in question was a joint-school COVID-19 vaccination statement issued by the MMDHD and signed by 

Carson City-Crystal, Greenville, Lakeview, Montabella and Vestaburg schools, along with Montcalm Community 

College, the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District and 11 other school districts in Clinton and Gratiot counties 

(Central Montcalm and Tri County schools did not sign the letter). 

“The best way to keep our schools open is to reduce and prevent COVID-19 in our communities, especially in those 

people who are around our students and staff,” the letter states. “Currently, our best hope of doing that is with 

vaccination for SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. We ask that all those able to get vaccinated for 

SARS-CoV-2 do so to help keep our schools open. As vaccination becomes available to younger age groups, we 

encourage you to get your children vaccinated to help end this pandemic and help us have a more traditional school 

year in the fall.” 

Rectenwal said she doesn’t believe the school district should be advocating for the administration of vaccines.  

Carew took issue with the final sentence in the letter, which concluded, “The kids in your community are counting on 

you,” which he felt was a stance by the school district advocating for vaccinations.  

Board Trustee Charlie Mahar said he wanted to make it clear the school district has no specific agenda toward 

promoting COVID-19 restrictions, such as mask-wearing, but is instead enforcing mandates handed down from health 

experts.  

“As far as masks go, look, I think everybody would love to come back next year without masks — that’s the goal, 

that’s the hope,” he said. “It’s not ideal for teachers, administrators or kids. It’s an uncomfortable thing, but right now 

we’re following the experts, we’re following the health department — it’s a mandate. There’s no agenda by 

Greenville Public Schools to push masks. It’s something we’re just following the experts on.” 
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Youths 12 and older can now receive COVID-19 

vaccine from Pfizer locally  

Youth vaccine clinics offered next week in Belding, Ionia and Greenville 

By Elisabeth Waldon | on May 14, 2021  

Youths as young as 12 years old in Ionia and Montcalm counties can now receive the COVID-19 vaccine from Pfizer. 

Mid-Michigan District Health Department Health Officer Marcus Cheatham holds up a phone showing how to use the 

Vaccine Finder (vaccines.gov) to find a local COVID-19 vaccine location. — DN Photo | Elisabeth Waldon 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and  Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

recently authorized and recommended the two-dose Pfizer vaccine for youths, who must be accompanied by a parent 

or legal guardian when receiving the vaccine. 

The Ionia County Health Department will offer a free Pfizer vaccine clinic for youths 12 and older at the Ionia County 

Road Department from 4 to 7 p.m. on May 19. Visit ioniacounty.org/health/health-department online to sign up, or 

call (616) 527-5341. 

A free youth vaccine clinic will be held at Belding High School from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on May 21. No appointment 

needed, just show up at your convenience. 

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department will offer a free Pfizer vaccine clinic for youths 12 and older at 

Greenville High School from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on May 22. Visit mmdhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-schedules for 

more information, or call (989) 875-3681 option 2. 

https://thedailynews.cc/author/ewaldon/
http://vaccines.gov/
http://ioniacounty.org/health/health-department
http://mmdhd.org/covid-19-vaccine-clinic-schedules
https://thedailynews.cc/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/loc-0514-ew-youth-COVID-vaccine.png


 

Spectrum Health is offering free Pfizer vaccines to youth at Spectrum Health United Lifestyles at 701 S. Greenville 

West Dr. in Greenville from 3:30 to 7 p.m. on May 17. Appointments can be made by calling 1-833-734-0016. For 

additional locations and availability, visit spectrumhealth.org/vaccine online. 

For adults looking to receive the Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & Johnson vaccine in any county (or for youths looking 

to receive the Pfizer vaccine), Mid-Michigan District Health Department Marcus Cheatham recommends using the 

online Vaccine Finder (vaccines.gov), which is connected to the state of Michigan’s vaccine supply as well as to the 

federal retail pharmacy program, meaning it is updated in real time. 

To find a nearby vaccine location, simply type in your zip code and the website will show you multiple options 

located nearby which offer the Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson vaccines. Some locations allow walk-ins with 

no appointment needed, while other locations require a phone call to make an appointment ahead of time. 

“Say, ‘hey dad, take me right now, I wanna go!’ Then you won’t have to quarantine, you can go to the prom and play 

sports and all of that good stuff,” said Cheatham in an online video posted Thursday morning. 

 

 

http://spectrumhealth.org/vaccine
http://vaccines.gov/
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