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This meeting is for 

School and Health 

Department Staff

We have limited time to cover all our 
topics. The slides and recordings will be 

available on our websites within 1-3 days.

https://www.dhd10.org/coronavirus/school-

guidance/

https://www.mmdhd.org/covid-schools/

https://www.cmdhd.org/novelschools

If you have questions, please send them to:

For Roscommon, Osceola, Clare, Gladwin, 

Arenac, Isabella Counties: 

info@cmdhd.org

For Missaukee, Crawford, Kalkaska, Wexford, 

Lake, Mason, Manistee, Oceana, 

Newaygo, Mecosta Counties: 

info@dhd10.org

For Montcalm, Gratiot, Clinton Counties: 
https://www.mmdhd.org/contact/

https://www.dhd10.org/coronavirus/school-guidance/
https://www.mmdhd.org/covid-schools/
https://www.cmdhd.org/novelschools
mailto:info@cmdhd.org
mailto:info@dhd10.org
https://www.mmdhd.org/contact/


Please make sure the information shared today is 

passed along to others who may need it, such as 

school COVID-19 liaisons, school secretaries, school 

nurses, etc.

Thank you!



New Isolation and Quarantine Guidance

 Ours and MDHSS’ sent out Monday

 MDHHS 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MI_Safer_Schools_Guidance
_for_Managing_Students_Exposed_to_COVID-19_734750_7.pdf

 Ours https://b7415fe4-3f8d-4ed9-b594-
7f18ad7f0403.filesusr.com/ugd/6f9944_473a292a58a14838b0fbc2023d29378f.pdf

 Very similar (main difference-our test to stay says to test until and including day 5, 
MDHHS is day 6)

 Follows CDC guidance https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools-childcare/K-12-contact-tracing.html

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/MI_Safer_Schools_Guidance_for_Managing_Students_Exposed_to_COVID-19_734750_7.pdf
https://b7415fe4-3f8d-4ed9-b594-7f18ad7f0403.filesusr.com/ugd/6f9944_473a292a58a14838b0fbc2023d29378f.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/K-12-contact-tracing.html


Person has symptoms of COVID-19 tested
negative* or received an alternate diagnosis 

from a healthcare provider 
that explains their symptoms, Person can 
return to school when:
• It has been at least 24 hours since the 

person
• had a fever (without using fever reducing
• medicine); AND
• They have felt well for at least 24 hours. 

*In a person with symptoms, a negative test 
is defined as either 
(1) a negative PCR/molecular test or 
(2) a negative antigen test if the person
has a low likelihood of SARS-CoV-2 infection 
(e.g., the person has no known or suspected 
exposure to a person with COVID19 within 
the last 14 days or is fully vaccinated). See 
CDC antigen algorithm for interpretation of 
antigen tests

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/Antigen_Testing_Algorithm_CommunitySettings.pdf


YES

IF the school can verify 
that both people were 
wearing a face mask 
correctly (the contact and 
the person with COVID-
19), the close contact 
does not have to 
quarantine BUT should 
still follow the 
recommendations in the 
ORANGE box (below)

As an added precaution, 
the close contact can 
follow the “test to stay” 
protocol



Household close contacts are NOT 
eligible for TTS. They  must follow 

OPTION 1. Day 0 is the last day they are 
exposed to contagious household 

member



NOTE: These are the current 
recommendations for school exposures.

For the general public, everyone 12 and 

older should have a Pfizer booster after 5 

months. See 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html for 
general public and 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-

12-contact-tracing/about-

quarantine.html for schools

Any 
Booster

Any 
Booster

Any 
Booster

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-contact-tracing/about-quarantine.html


For Household Exposures

 Test to Stay does not apply to household close contacts, only to those exposed in the school 

setting

 The infectious  period is still 2 days prior to 10 days after the start of symptoms or test date if 

they never had symptoms (just most contagious from 2 days before to 3 days after)

 For household contacts, their 5 quarantine starts after the last day they are exposed to their 

infected household member while they are contagious

 So: if the infected household member is not able to completely isolate away from the family 

members on days 1-5 and is not able to either isolate or wear a mask at all times while around 

family members on days 6-10, then day 1 of the quarantine for household members would start 

on day 11 of the infected person’s isolation



Clarification of Communication

 We will defer to schools to advise close contacts when they can return to school (or 

test if doing test to stay)

 If parents or staff call us for guidance re: when they can return, we will tell them the 

basic recommendations but add “your school may give you slightly different dates or 

guidance and you should follow those”



Messaging from MDHHS 1/13: Shifting Priorities

Public health response will be shifting away from the practice of universal contact tracing and individual-level case 
investigations, and instead focus on high priority community and congregate settings. State and Local public health 
capacity will focus on targeted identification, response, and mitigation of COVID-19 clusters and outbreaks, especially 
for vulnerable populations and those associated with settings where persons congregate like long term care facilities, 
group homes, jails/prisons, schools, shelters, and dormitories. 

MDHHS is formally retiring support to LHDs for universal individual level case investigation and contact tracing effective 
next week. MDHHS will continue to support LHD efforts around outbreak detection and response. 

MDHHS will dedicate additional efforts toward a public awareness and education campaign related to increasing 
familiarity with isolation and quarantine, definition of a close contact, how and when to notify close contacts, what to 
do if notified of an exposure, when and how to seek testing, conducting at-home testing and interpreting 
results, and when to seek medical care/therapeutics. 



Messaging from MDHHS: Shifting Priorities, continued

With the current surge of COVID-19 cases across the State, increasing presence of the Omicron variant, and measures 
to move away from individual level case investigation and contact tracing at this time, messaging to families of school 
aged children and school administrators regarding their responsibilities related to isolation and quarantine will 
be necessary.

For Parents and Guardians:
▪ Have the student stay home when ill
▪ If the student tests positive for COVID-19, isolate at home following CDC guidelines
▪ Report the student’s positive test to the school
▪ If the student is exposed to COVID-19 outside of the school setting quarantine at home following CDC guidelines
▪ If the student is exposed to COVID-19 in the school setting follow local school/public health guidance on students 

exposed in the school setting

For School Administrators
▪ Screen students for signs and symptoms of illness and ask parents/guardians to keep ill students at home until 

well
▪ If the school becomes aware of a COVID-19 case, identify students/staff that may have been a close contact of the 

case in the school setting
▪ Notify staff and the parents/guardians of students that have been exposed to COVID-19 in a classroom setting
▪ Follow MDHHS guidelines related to isolation and quarantine of persons exposed to COVID-19 in the school 

setting



Useful Updated Resources

 ABC Science Collaborative evaluation of North Carolina “test-to-stay” guidelines 

https://abcsciencecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Test-to-stay-NCDHHS-Report-

v2-signed.pdf

 StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit updated school guidelines (great detailed explanation of 

Management of COVID cases and contacts starting on page 15)  
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open

 Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia PolicyLab Guidance for In-person Education in K-12 

Educational Settings Update 

https://policylab.chop.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/PolicyLab-Guidance-In-person-

Education-K-12%20Educational-Settings-January-2022.pdf

https://abcsciencecollaborative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Test-to-stay-NCDHHS-Report-v2-signed.pdf
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open
https://policylab.chop.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/publications/PolicyLab-Guidance-In-person-Education-K-12%20Educational-Settings-January-2022.pdf


StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit updated school guidelines (great detailed explanation of 

Management of COVID cases and contacts starting on page 15)  

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/media/164/open


Testing Updates

EMAIL FROM MDHHS:

Due to a supply shortage of Binax Pro, schools that have been prioritized as high-risk will begin receiving Flowflex
beginning 1/13/2022, a similar antigen test. To ensure everyone is updated on the new antigen test, information for 
Flowflex has been provided below for all local health departments to have and refer to if you receive any questions from 
your local school districts. We will keep you informed as our goal is to only utilize Flow flex for a short period of time but is 
dependent on our supply constraints.

FlowFlex can be administered and reported in the same way you do with Abbott BinaxNow antigen test. As with the other 
tests provided by MDHHS, reporting test results is required for FlowFlex and reporting must be complete using the same 
online Antigen Reporting Form . 

Below you will find resources on FlowFlex:
https://www.aconlabs.com/brands/flowflex/covid-19-antigen-home-test/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ShFIzJtaT8

For any questions or concerns please email MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewmibridges.michigan.gov%2Fs%2Fisd-antigen-testing-results%3Flanguage%3Den_US&data=04%7C01%7CDelaRambeljeL%40michigan.gov%7C0fa9ba9cf95f43569c5f08d9d612c5b5%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637776198371334704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xQbO1kujwj%2BfpyK%2FVnQUMWvILsANkiuHqWUwpXJv110%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aconlabs.com/brands/flowflex/covid-19-antigen-home-test/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ShFIzJtaT8
mailto:MDHHS-COVIDTestingSupport@michigan.gov


School Antigen Testing

 1/12/22 White House Release: FACT SHEET: 

Biden-Harris Administration Increases COVID-19 Testing in Schools to Keep Students Safe and 
Schools Open https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/12/fact-

sheet-biden-harris-administration-increases-covid-19-testing-in-schools-to-keep-students-safe-and-

schools-open/

 School Testing for COVID-19 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-

childcare/school-testing.html

 MI Safe Schools Testing Program https://www.michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting

 School Antigen COVID Test Ordering form 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0ZGHyz3HKppA

usICATcUVNlUMEZHUkJKTExHQlo5VVpKNlpIRVZJTTg0SyQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=cBB496C74-933E-

4E39-8B2A-37EBC570E455

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/01/12/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-increases-covid-19-testing-in-schools-to-keep-students-safe-and-schools-open/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/school-testing.html
https://www.michigan.gov/schoolcovidtesting
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0ZGHyz3HKppAusICATcUVNlUMEZHUkJKTExHQlo5VVpKNlpIRVZJTTg0SyQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=cBB496C74-933E-4E39-8B2A-37EBC570E455


See the most up to date data at 

https://www.mistartmap.info/

https://www.mistartmap.info/


MI COVID Response Data and Modeling 

Update-January 11th

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173_105123---,00.html



Michigan Summary

 Exponential growth and the highest case numbers of entire pandemic: 20–29-year-olds currently 

have the highest case rate of any age group

 Deaths rates have decreased over the last week for all age groups

 COVID+ census in hospitals has set another pandemic record; Pediatric COVID+ census down 

slightly from last week’s record high

 More hospitals in Michigan are reporting critical staff shortages than ever reported during the 

pandemic



















(18 counties last week)

Last Week
68.1%
31.9%






