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MID-MICHIGAN DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT (MMDHD) 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
REGULAR MEETING 

at 
Gratiot Office, Ithaca, Michigan 

Wednesday, March 26, 2025 
9:00 a.m. 

MINUTES 
We take action to protect, maintain, and improve the health of our community. 

Members Present: Adam Petersen, Chairperson; George Bailey, Vice Chairperson;  
Steven Sopocy, Bruce DeLong, Nicole Fickes and Matt Murray 

Members Absent: None 

Staff Present: Mari E. (Liz) Braddock, Health Officer; Melissa Selby, Director of Administrative 
Services; Jennifer E. Morse, MD, MPH, FAAFP, Medical Director; Lonnie Smith, 
Director of Environmental Health (EH); Sarah Doak, Director of Community 
Health and Education Division (CHED); Krishna Santana, Board Secretary, 
Hailey Hutchens, Administrative Services Supervisor 

Staff Absent: None 

Guests: None 

Adam Petersen, Chairperson, called the Regular Meeting of the Mid-Michigan District Board of Health 
(BOH) to order at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 26, 2025, at the Gratiot Office of the MMDHD, Ithaca, 
Michigan. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by A. Petersen. 

A. AGENDA NOTES, REVIEW, AND REVISIONS:

Petersen asked if there were any additions to the agenda, M. Selby requested adding a section to discuss the
audit. A. Petersen suggested adding Audit as item G. 2. under Health Officer’s Report.

Motion made by G. Bailey and seconded by B. DeLong to accept the agenda as amended Motion carried.

WWW.MMDHD.ORG –––––––– LIZ BRADDOCK, RS, MS 
Health Officer 

JENNIFER MORSE, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
Medical Director
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B. CONSENT ITEMS: 
 

1. Meeting Minutes 
 

a. Michigan Association for Local Public Health (MALPH) Board of Directors Meeting held February 
10, 2025 

 
b. Mid-Michigan District BOH Regular Meeting held February 26, 2025 

 
Motion made by G. Bailey and seconded by S. Sopocy to accept Meeting Minutes B. 1. a. and 
b. and place on file. Motion carried. 

 
2. Communications - None 

 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENTS: - None. 
 
 

D. BRANCH OFFICE EMPLOYEES: – None. 
  

 
E. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

1. Finance Committee – George Bailey, Chairperson  
 
a. MMDHD’s Expenses for February 9 through March 7, 2025 

 
 The expenses were reviewed for the board by G. Bailey. 

 
Motion made by G. Bailey and seconded by N. Fickes to approve payment of the MMDHD’s 
Expenses for February 9 through March 7, 2025, totaling $594,684.32. Motion carried. 

 
b. MMDHD’s Monthly Balance Sheet, Revenue and Expenditure Report for February 2025 
 

  G. Bailey told the board the information was included in the packet and asked for any questions.  
 

It was addressed that during the finance meeting the Mendez Foundation payment was brought 
up and noted this item was payment for curriculum to be used in the school for the Too Good For 
Drugs campaign with the funds coming from an opioid grant. 
 
Motion made by G. Bailey and seconded by M. Murray to accept the Balance Sheet, Revenue 
and Expenditure Report for February 2025 and place on file. Motion carried. 

 
c. Administration Fees for Vaccines 

 
L. Braddock told the board there is a correction to the board action sheet changing the amount 
requested to $23.00 not the $24.00 indicated. She noted this is to bill private insurance companies 
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for the vaccines; however, vaccines are available to anyone regardless of their ability to pay.  
 
Motion made by G. Bailey seconded by B. DeLong that the board authorize the increase in the five 
indicated administration fees.  Motion carried. 
 
 

d. Fee Establishment for New Medications and Labs 
 
S. Doak addressed the board explaining the need to establish fees for a new service for HIV 
prevention, which includes services, medication and labs. The request to the board is for items 
indicated on the board action sheet be added to the current fee schedule.   
 
Motion made by G. Bailey seconded by B. DeLong authorizing the fee establishment for the 
proposed codes to the fee schedule at market price rounded up to the next dollar amount. 
Motion carried. 
 

 
e. Revised – Extending Yealink Video Conferencing Equipment 

 
H. Hutchens told the board the equipment proposed last month has been discontinued, as a result 
additional funds are being requested from the special project grant and/or the infrastructure grant 
as the model now available has an additional cost of $484.56. 
 
Motion made by S. Sopocy seconded by G. Bailey that the board authorize MMDHD to purchase 
the new updated Yealink video equipment increasing the original amount to cover the added 
cost. Motion carried. 
 

 
f. Montcalm Office Rewire 
 

M. Selby told the board there is an infrastructure grant available for this upgrade and compared this 
project to the Gratiot office rewire completed in December 2024, noting the cost is higher for the 
Montcalm project because of the difference in the size of the buildings.  
 
Motion made by G. Bailey seconded by B. DeLong to authorize MMDHD  allocate up to 
$100,000.00 to contract with DataCom to complete the infrastructure upgrade to the Montcalm 
office. Motion carried. 
 

 
 

2. Personnel Committee – Nicole Fickes, Chairperson – No Report.  
 

3. Program Committee –Matt Murray, Chairperson – No Report. 
 
 

F. MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Jennifer E. Morse, MD, MPH, FAAFP 
 

1. Measles and Declining Vaccination Rates 
 

J. Morse gave an overview of her report telling the board there are currently three measle 
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outbreaks in the country including, Texas, New Mexico and Kansas, she noted these outbreaks 
where all located in counties with low vaccination rates. Michigan does have one measles case, 
which is not considered an outbreak.  She reminded the board measles are extremely contagious 
but can be prevented with the MMR vaccine.  She said that once someone contracts the virus, 
they are immune to getting measles again, however there can be some possible serious long-
term effects.  Her recommendations are to ensure you, and your family are up to date on routine 
vaccinations, consider being a trusted vaccine advocate and before international travel research 
any vaccines that are recommended.  

 
Motion to accept and place on file the Medical Director’s report made by G. Bailey seconded 
by M. Murray. Motion carried. 

 
 

G. HEALTH OFFICER’S REPORT: Mari E. (Liz) Braddock  
 

1. Agreements signed 
 
L. Braddock told the board there was one contract signed this month with DentaQuest; a billing 
agreement for our oral health program. 
 

2. Audit  
  

L. Braddock told the board Yeo and Yeo will be at next month’s BOH meeting to present the 
agency audit, she asked if it would be acceptable to have the presentation at the Regular board 
meeting only. It was agreed that the audit not be presented at the Finance Committee meeting 
but to the full board at the regular meeting. 

 
 

H. OLD BUSINESS: - None. 
   

 
I. NEW BUSINESS: - None. 
  

 

1. Emerging Issues – None. 
 
 

 
J. LEGISLATIVE ACTION: None 

 

K. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 

1. Mid-Michigan District BOH Action Items, February 2025 
 

2. MMDHD Staffing Report 
 
 

L. RELATED NEWS ARTICLES AND LINKS:  https://www.mmdhd.org/2023-board-of-health/ 
1. ‘Committee Formed to Oversee Opioid Settlement Funds’ – Gratiot County Hearld – 2/27/25 
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2. ‘Michigan’s PBB contamination not forgotten: Scientist to host online PBB community meeting’ Daily 
News – 3/4/2025 

3. ‘Mid-Michigan Health Department urges vaccine to prevent measles’ – Daily News – 3/18/2025 
 
 
 

M. AGENCY NEWSLETTERS: https://conta.cc/4gyR4fb 
 
 
 

Upon the request for any further business to be discussed A. Petersen expressed his appreciation to 
MMDHD for being represented at the Montcalm County Board meeting and providing the commissioners 
with first aid kits.   

 
There being no further business to come before the Board, G. Bailey made a motion to adjourn seconded by 
B. DeLong, the meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 

 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Krishna Santana, Board Secretary  
For Adam Petersen, Chairperson 
Mid-Michigan District Board of Health 
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